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I don't know how to do those things. Besides, I'm not interested,
Going out to teach the poor, nursing them, all those high moral
ideals— that only exists in books. What do you expect me to do,

run out and teach, just like that?

SONYA
Frankly, I don't understand how you can not do something. You'd

get used to it after a while. (Hugs Yeléna)jDon't be bored, darling;

~_it's conta ious](im@:@ You get bored and fretful, and we all catch
it from you. Look at Uncle Vanya, he doesn' do a thing anymore

except follow you around; he’s like your shadow. I drop whatever
I'm supposed to be doing to come sit with you and talk. And the
doctor used to come visit once a month if that, and I always had to
persuade him; now he’s here every day. He’s forgotten all about his
trees and ignores his practice,| You've put 2 spell on us all, that’s

what it is.

VANYA

(To Yeléna) Oh, now, don’t be depressed! (Playfully) My darling, my

0. hearts delight, use your imagination!| You've got mermaid’s blood

in your veins, so be a mermaid! Let yourself go at least once in
your life, fall head over heels in love with a merman, dive in
with a big splash, and leave the Herr Professor and the rest of us

standing on the shore, helplessly waving our arms!

i YELENA

it ’I (Angrily) Just leave me alone, all of you!lWhat a cruel thing to say!

(Starts to leave)

VANYA

(Stops her) Wait, wait,\darling, I’m sorry. Forgive me. (Kisses her hand)
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Peace.

You'd try the patience of a saint!

VANYA

You're absolutely right, and I’ll bring you a peace token, I promise,

roses. So beautiful, and so sad... (Goes out)

ErRI% A\ a bouquet of roses. I picked them for you this morning...|autumn

5 1a SONYA
10- | Autumn roses. So beautiful, and so sad...

34

Both women look out the window.
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YELENA
[t's September ;\h'\‘;\dy.lllm\' will we ever make it through the
winter, all of us cooped up like this!

I )c 1HSNC,
Where's the doctor?

SONYA
4 In Uncle Vanya's room. He's writing somethin‘g_.}(Beat) ['m glad

= Uncle Vanya left; there’s something I need to talk to you about.

| YELENA
What?
: SONYA
What? (Hugs Yeléna desperately) Oh... |
§ YELENA
L{ : Now, now,|come on... (Strokes her hair) Now, now...
: SONYA
I'm ugly.
YELENA

-~ You have beautiful hair—(

- SONYA
No I don’t! (Turns to look at herself in the mirror) That’s what people
always say to an ugly woman; they say: “Oh, you have beautiful
eves. Oh, you have beautiful hair. I've been in love with him for
six years now; I love him more than my own mother. All I can

(0 ___hear is the sound of his voice, feel the touch of his hands.|{I keep
watching the door, I always think it's him coming. And now look,
I keep coming to you so I can talk about him. He’s here every
day now, but he never looks at me, he doesn’t even see me... It

2 7  hurts so much!|And it’s all so hopeless. It's completely hopeless!

2 (Despairingly) Oh, my God, I don’t know where I'll get the strength...

& 0- I lie in bed all night long, \Just praying... And I have no shame[

: q anymore i hang around talking to him, 1 keep looking him

| O- right in the eyes... I just can’t help myself anymore! Yesterday I

told Uncle Vanya I was m love with him... And the servants know,
they all know.

~ YELENA
' n }And does he know?
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