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Possible Topics for the Synthesis Question 

1) Terrorism 
2) Global warming 
3) Freedom 
4) Competition 
5) Affirmative action 
6) Cloning 
7) Prejudice 
8) Family 
9) Love 
10) Torture 
11) Euthanasia 
12) Obesity 
13) Education 
14) Reality shows 
15) Marriage and divorce 
16) Animal rights and research 
17) Stem cell research 
18) Driving safety and cell phones 
19) Computers: advantages and dangers 
20) Immigration 
21) Capital punishment 
22) Gun laws and lobbying 
23) Advertising and body image 
24) National health insurance 
25) Standardized testing 
26) Privacy 
27) Art 
28) Gender issues 
29) Integrity 
30) Ethics 
31) Social security 
32) Prison reform 
33) Advertising 
34) Illiteracy 
35) Living will / Do not resuscitate 
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Mooney/Mrs. Pagani/Ms. Gaughen 
AP Composition 

Synthesis Question Research Project 

Your task is to develop your own synthesis question. Find 7 sources, I of which 
must be a graphic such as a chart or political cartoon. Use the 2006 
experimental synthesis question as your model. Select one of the topics from the 
list provided and then narrow that topic to something interesting, narrow in scope, 
and intelligent. The prompt must state a and involve taking a "position" 
that "supports, defends, orchallenues" that claim. 

The directions will be the same (verbatim). 

You need to write a precise and clear introduction: start with(a failat is 

important to the of your .tgpJc. Then 
questidns. 

you need to craft a precise and lucid "Assignment" portion of the synthesis 
essay — all of roughly the same length. The assignment portion is the prompt; 

/this is the most important section of the project.Tisis the 

Cwriter'slas. 

For the 7 sources, you must cite them at the top of each source using MLA 
format just as ETS has done for you in the model. (Source A, Source B, etc.) 
Each source should be less than 275 words or carefully cut so that it fits this 
length requirement. Your sources should include multi I ctives on the 
issue, just as the 6 sources in the TV debates prompt did. emem r, the AP 
test taker only gets 15 minutes to read and mark up the introduction, the 
assignment, and all 7 sources. 

The prompt should be your Pt page, and source A should be your page, etc. 
until you have 8 pages, and a total of 7 sources. (Remember, for the purpose of 
the exam in May, you do not have to incorporate all 7 sources into your essay; 
you are only required to incorporate 3 of them.) 

Here is a quick review on sources: 
• 1 source is a cartoon, chart, or other graphic 
• 1 source should come from a literary or cultural magazine (ex. The At/antic 

Monthly or The New Yorker) 
• I source should come from a book on your topic 
• 1 source could come from an on-line article 
• I source could come from a printed transcript from the media (ex. 

transcript from a BBC show) 
• 2 other sources of your choice 


