- e e 1
\

AMEANING OF THE SNAKE
When snakes feel threatened, they make a loud rattling noise
They only attack when provoked and never surrender. Snakes
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This flag was created by Christopher Gadsden.
Even before the American Revolution, he opposed British
control of the colonies. Along with other Founding
Fathers, he founded a secret group called “The Sons of
Liberty.” They organized riots, harassed government
officials, vandalized businesses, and tarred and feathered
those who backed the British.

warning to other nations not to mess with America.

A HISTORY OF THE SNAKE

Leading up to the Revolutionary War, the rattlesnake
image was popping up everywhere - from uniform buttons, paper
money, banners, flags, and Marine drums. Benjamin Franklin
introduced the rattlesnake to politics in 1751. In a newspaper
article, he suggested that the U.S. should give Britain rattlesnakes
in exchange for American prisoners. A few years later, Franklin
drew a snake chopped into 8 sections. Each piece represented a
colony. Below the snake were the words “Join or Die.” This was |
the first political cartoon published in an American newspaper.

As a delegate for South Carolina during the first
and second continental congress, he was asked to outfit
the first group of Marines. His design featured a yellow
flag with a coiled snake and the now-famous words
“Don’t Tread on Me.” Christopher fiercely meant these
words. During the Revolutionary War, he served as a
Colonel in the Continental Army and then as the
Lieutenant Governor of South Carolina. The Governor
eventually fled, but Christopher stayed behind in
Charleston. He was forced to surrender the city.
Christopher was thrown in prison and forced into solitar;
confinement. He was eventually released as part of a
prisoner exchange. American patriots then defeated the
British.

An anonymous writer called the “American Guesser”
suggested that the rattlesnake be the American symbol. It’s
largely believed this person was Benjamin Franklin, given his
public opposition to the bald eagle as the American symbol,
calling it a “bird of bad moral character.”
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The snake became an unofficial mascot for America in her
early days. Today, donkeys and elephants represent political
parties. Before the Revolutionary War, there were no parties.
Instead, there were two types of colonists: those okay with British
rule and those who despised it. The snake came to be a symbol of

Several years later, he served as a delegate again,
this time to the Constitutional Convention. After all his
work for American liberty, he voted for ratification of the
U.S. Constitution in 1787. More than a decade after
creating his snake flag, his warning became a reality. The
British would no longer tread on him.




DONT TRBAD ON ME



COLOR THE GADSDEN FLAG:

Yellow: Background & inside of snake
Green: Grass
Black: Fill in text

, “What I can do for
(G &l my country, I am

AT /I willine to do.”
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More Unit Studies Are
Avallable on Etsy...

https://www.etsy.com/shop/HomeschoolingHelps?ref=I2-about-shopname
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Bill of Rights Wi

Homeschooling Unit Study

70 Printable Pages w/ Worksheets,
Coloring Pages, Activities, Match
Game & Quizes on Constitution

This comprehensive unit study on the Bill of Rights will make kids excited about civics. After a brief overview,
students will do a deep dive on each of the first ten amendments to the Constitution. Each one includes a detailed
explanation, bookmark craft, activity, and quiz. At the end of the unit study, kids can test their knowledge with a match
game, crossword puzzle, word scramble, and word search. When they're finished, students will understand each
amendment and how it applies to their daily life. Suitable for grades 4th-6th. The unit study is 70 pages. Feel free to print
all at once or as students go through each section.


https://www.etsy.com/shop/HomeschoolingHelps?ref=l2-about-shopname
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