
Introduction xxxvii

Erskine cites cases either by the name of one of the parties* and the date of 
the decision or, where the case appeared in certain printed collections, by an 
abbreviated version of the name of that collection together with the number 
of the decision (but without the name of a party). This has made it necessary 
to provide two tables of cases. Table A lists all cases by name, including those 
cases which, in the text itself, are cited only by the name of the collection in 
which they appear. Table B lists cases by collection and so is limited to those 
cases which Erskine cites in this way. All the cases which appear in Table B also 
appear (by name) in Table A. A reference to the report in Morison’s Dictionary 
(where there is one) is also added and, where the spelling of names varies as 
between Erskine and Morison, both versions are given in Table A. 

The tables may thus be used in two ways. First, and conventionally, Table 
A makes it possible to find out whether Erskine cites a particular case and, 
if so, where. Secondly, both tables can also be used to find the citation in 
Morison’s Dictionary of cases cited by Erskine: Table A for where Erskine 
cites by name of a party, Table B for where he cites only by collection.

Table A: By Name of the Parties
--- v Crichton (1612) Mor 2074...................................................................................   472
--- v Lag, L (1634) Mor 14689......................................................................................   620
--- v Littlegill (1682) Mor 12035, otherwise Harc 738..............................................   672
--- v M’Kenzie (1628) Mor 15838................................................................................   327

– A –

A v B (1618) Mor 7158..................................................................................................   142
A v B (1676) Mor 3756, otherwise Dirl 413................................................................   236
A v B (1679) Mor 16681................................................................................................   678
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    *	 In which case (although Erskine does not give the reference) the decision is usually reported in 
one of the following sets of printed reports: Sir Alexander Gibson, Lord Durie, The Decisions 
of the Lords of Council and Session in Most Cases of Importance, Debated and brought before 
them: from July 1621 to July 1642 (1690); James Dalrymple, Viscount Stair, Decisions of the 
Lords of Council and Session in the most Important Cases debate before them (2 vols, 1683 
and 1687, covering the period from 1661 to 1681); William Forbes, A Journal of the Session 
Containing the Decisions of the Lords of Council and Session, in the Most Important Cases, 
Heard and Determined From February 1705, till November 1713 (1714).
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