Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our heavenly Father, through the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Matthew 3:13-17 (EHV)
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the Jordan. 14 But John tried to stop him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?”
15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, because it is proper for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John let him. 16 After Jesus was baptized, he immediately went up out of the water. Suddenly, the heavens were opened for him! He saw the Spirit of God, descending like a dove and landing on him, 17 and a voice out of the heavens said, “This is my Son, whom I love. I am well pleased with him.”

Dear heavenly Father, renew us with your Holy Spirit through our baptism into your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, so that we may live as your righteous children. Amen.

According to John the Baptist, it just didn’t seem right.

He had been preparing the way for Jesus and talking him up. But John didn’t expect what happened next and didn’t think it was right.

He’d been telling people to repent for the kingdom of God was near. Because the kingdom of God was near, everyone needed to ‘clean up their act’ and humble themselves before the coming King. The way they were to ‘clean up their act’ was for them to repent, confess how they’d let God down through their rebellious disobedience, and submit to the ancient ritual washing of baptism as commanded by God to purify them from sin.

But John also didn’t want any hypocrites to be baptised.

John criticised those who thought they had nothing to repent of or confess, such as the Pharisees and Sadducees. They’re the ones we’d normally be impressed by because they lived good lives (and probably reminded everyone they did so). 

John wasn’t baptising people just so they could impress their neighbours. This baptism of repentance wasn’t just the ‘done thing’, but it was the ‘right thing’ to be done for the right reasons. Make-believers, showy do-gooders, and self-righteous religious people weren’t welcome!

During this whole time when John was preparing people for the coming Messiah through repentance and baptism, he boldly pointed to, and made them eagerly look forward to; 
· the One who was greater and mightier than John; 
· the One who’s dusty and worn sandals John wouldn’t be qualified or worthy enough to carry; 
· the One who will come to judge and separate the people like a farmer separating wheat from the chaff and treating each according to their worth; 
· the One who won’t be baptising with water, but would instead baptise with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

And then the One he’s been pointing to arrives! 

But what John didn’t expect is for Jesus, the promised mighty and righteous Messiah, to step forward so he too would be baptised by John.

It just didn’t seem right!

Now, we need to remember John knew Jesus, after all, they were related. 

John knew Jesus was the coming King. John knew Jesus was without sin and so had nothing to repent of, or confess, or cleanse. John knew Jesus was the mightier One who’s sandals he wasn’t worthy to carry. John knew Jesus was coming with a greater baptism empowered by the Holy Spirit. John knew he should be the one baptised by Jesus and not the other way around, and he told him so. 

For all these reasons, it just didn’t seem right!

But Jesus tells John this is right. 

In fact, by John baptising Jesus in these same waters as these sinful people, Jesus was fulfilling all righteousness.

But what does this mean? How does Jesus’ baptism, which he didn’t need for himself, fulfill any righteousness for you and me? How are we to understand this ‘righteousness’ which Jesus says he’s fulfilling?

Well, Jesus is fulfilling righteousness in a couple of ways.

Firstly, Jesus is coming to do what’s right.

The fact John was calling God’s people to repentance and baptism reveals how none of us can fulfill God’s commands. We all fail to do as God expects. We all fail to do what’s right.

[bookmark: _Hlk218840093]For example, by considering the Ten Commandments we soon figure out:
1. We don’t fear, love and trust God as we ought. 
2. We dishonour the name of Jesus which we bear through our dishonesty and don’t call on his name enough in prayer, praise and thanksgiving. 
3. We don’t always want to listen to, or learn from, God’s Word or the preaching of it. 
4. We don’t always honour, serve, obey or love those God has placed in authority over us because we’re too busy questioning them, pushing legal or ethical boundaries, and threatening reputations through our criticism, gossip, and jokes at their expense. 
5. We don’t always help and support each other enough in their bodily needs. 
6. We don’t honour and love our spouses enough in public or in private. 
7. We don’t help people improve and protect their property and income enough. 
8. We don’t always come to people’s defence when their reputations are being damaged, speak well of people even when they’ve done the wrong thing, or explain their actions in the best possible light. 
9. We’re not always content with the people and things God has given us. 

Not only these things, but we don’t love and serve as we’ve been loved and served by Christ, and we don’t forgive each other as we’ve been forgiven by Christ.

We’re the ones who need to repent and be baptised, not Jesus! 

After all, these commands were perfectly kept by Jesus.

For instance, by considering those same Ten Commandments we’re convinced:
1. Jesus perfectly feared, loved and trusted God. 
2. Jesus constantly honoured his Father’s name and regularly called on him in prayer, praise and thanksgiving. 
3. Jesus persistently listened to God’s Word and the preaching of it in the synagogues. 
4. Jesus always submitted himself to his Father’s authority as well as earthly authorities, including the ones who would order his death.
5. Jesus always helped and supported people in their bodily needs. 
6. Jesus always honoured marriage. 
7. Jesus always encouraged people to be honest with their property and income. 
8. Jesus repeatedly came to people’s defence and called out hypocrisy.
9. Jesus was always content with what his Father gave him, including his death on a cross.

In this way the Ten Commandments not only reveal our failures, but they also list Christ’s righteousness. Jesus always does what is right.

So again, how does Jesus’ baptism fulfill all righteousness?

Well, because it’s through baptism that Jesus gives us what is right, in fact, he gives us his own righteousness, which he swaps for all of our sin!

By way of an analogy, we may consider placing a clean cloth in clean water. At this point nothing happens. But if we were to introduce a dirty cloth into this same water, we’d know the clean cloth will also become dirty. It’s almost as if it attracts the dirt.

In a similar way, when we were baptised, we, the unclean ones were washed perfectly clean from our sin while Jesus received and took on all our sin. He, the sinless One, became the sinful One in our place. 

This means Jesus fulfills all righteousness in his baptism by giving us all the right things he’s done while paying for all the bad things we’ve done.

Taking on all our sin for us, he was punished on the cross for bearing all our sinful crimes against God. Since Jesus has fully paid for the punishment that our crimes deserved (and so the sentences for all our sins have been fulfilled), all our sins have been forgiven. 

At the same time, Jesus gives us his own innocence, holiness, and purity. Jesus gives us the results of his perfect obedience. This also fulfills all righteousness as we’ve been made right and put into a new and right relationship with God the Father.

But how do we know we’ve been put into a right relationship with God the Father who now looks upon us with favour? 

Because God sees that, since we’ve received all the good and right things Jesus has done for us through baptism and faith, he sees that we’ve perfectly kept the whole Law of God and fulfilled all righteousness. 

Therefore, he sees us as innocent and pure and holy because we’ve received the righteousness of Jesus Christ himself!

So, when God looks at us, he no longer sees the rebellious sinner who continually fails to keep God’s commands. Instead, he sees Jesus Christ and his own righteousness. Since he sees that we’re wearing Jesus Christ and all his righteousness, he then also sees us as his own dearly beloved children with whom he is well pleased. 

Now, none of this is our work in baptism – it’s all the work of God the Father through Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. It’s a priceless and heavenly treasure which God gives us without any merit or worthiness on our behalf. Faith simply believes and receives what he promises and gives us in baptism.

This also gives us comfort and peace whenever we sin again. 

And we will, because none of us can keep God’s Law perfectly. We’ll never become righteous by ourselves through our own efforts or good intentions.

God knows this, and so he keeps on forgiving us, again and again! Baptism continues to wash us clean and make us holy and righteous. 

After all, God’s ability to forgive us for the sake of his beloved Son’s suffering and death is always greater than our ability to sin! 

This doesn’t mean we purposely sin more to test the boundaries of God’s grace, but instead we know where to go to whenever we sin (and no matter how great the sin).

We know to return to the Gospel promises we received in our baptism. We remember we’re still baptised and so we trust whenever our sins or guilt or shame accuse us, we trust we’ve received the forgiveness of sin and the righteousness of Christ himself through baptism, which brings us comfort and peace. 

We remember and trust we don’t have to be good enough for God to look upon us with love and favour, but we receive the goodness and righteousness of Jesus Christ himself, through whom God now looks upon us with love and favour.

While John first considered Jesus’ baptism not to be the right thing to do, he did it because this is how God’s justice is done right.

Through this baptism, Jesus, the sinless One, receives and pays the full price for our sin, while we, the sinners, receive the all the righteousness of God so that…
…the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will continue to guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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