Bible Study "The Ten Commandments"
Understanding the study of the Ten Commandments
Focus will be on individual commandments with intense biblical verse support. 
	This Bible Study is part of the Westminster Greater Catechism.  It combines questions with bible verses to answer the questions and thus prepares the reader to understand their own beliefs in religious matters.  The purpose of this study is to have the reader engage with the bible at a deeper level to allow the reader to explain what he believes and better understand what the bible says about our Christian beliefs.  So this study begins with the Ten Commandments.

     I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the land of slavery,. In these words God reveals his sovereign being as LORD, in and of himself, eternal, unchangeable, and almighty God, who give being to all his words and works. God also points here to his covenantal relationship with the Israelites in ancient times and with his people so that just as he brought the Israelites out of their slavery in Egypt, he delivers us from spiritual enslavement. Consequently, we are bound to accept only him as our God and to keep all his commandments.
Biblical verses that support the introduction
Exodus 20:2 Exodus 3:14 Isaiah 44:6 Exodus 6:3 Acts 17:24
Acts 17:28 Genesis 17:7 Romans 3:29 Luke 1:74-75
1Peter 1:15-18 Leviticus 18:30 Leviticus 19:37

Guidelines
1. The law is perfect and binds the whole person to observe it completely and, according to its standard, to be complete righteous, and perfectly obey every one of its obligations forever. The law forbids even the slightest or partial commission of any sin.
Psalm 19:7 James 2:10 Matthew 5:21-22, 28, 37, 42.
2. Because the law is spiritual it involves our understanding, our will, our emotions and all the faculties of the soul as well as our words, actions and self-expression.
Romans 7:14, Deuteronomy 6:5 
Matthew 22:37-39, 5:21-22, 27-28, 33-34, 37-39, 434-44, 12:36-37
3. Different aspects of one and the same thing may be required or forbidden in several different commandments.
Colossians 3:5 Amos 8:5 Proverbs 1:19 1 Timothy 6:10 Exodus 20:3-5
4. When something is required, the opposite is forbidden, and where a specific sin is forbieen, its opposite is required. When the requires something it adds some blessing for obeying it and also includes a threat for disobeying it and when the threat is added an opposite promise is included.
Isaiah 58:13 Deuteronomy 6:13 Matthew 4:9-10, 15: 4-6 Matthew 5:21-25
Ephesians 4:28 Exodus 20:12-25 Proverbs 30:17 Jeremiah 18:7-8 Exodus 20:7
Psalm 15:1, 4-5, 24:4-5
5. What God forbids must never be done at any tie or under any circumstances. What God commands always remains an obligation although every obligation does not apply in all circumstances or at all times.
Job 13: 7-8 Romans 3:8 Job 36:21 Hebrews 11:25 Deuteronomy 4:8-9
Matthew 12:7 Mark 14:7
6. The prohibitions against specific sins and the commandments to observe specific obligations are typical and cover all sins and obligations of the same kind.
Matthew 5:21-22, 27-28, 15:4-6 Hebrews 10:24-25 1 Thessalonians 5:22 Jude 2 
Galatians 5:26 Colossians 3:21
7. The provisions of the law apply not only to us but to everyone else and we must help others keep those provisions in the context of our own position in life and theirs.
Exodus 20:10 Leviticus 19:17 Genesis 18:19 Joshua 24:15 Deuternomy 6:6-7
8.We must support others in keeping what the law commands them to do or not to do by not joining them in doing what is forbidden to them.
2 Corinthians 1:24 Hebrews 10:24 1 Timothy 5:22 Ephesians 5:11

What is the essence of the first four commandments that cover our obligations to God?
The essence of the four commandments is to love the Lord our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our strength and with all our mind.
Biblical verse that supports this: Luke 10 27

What is the first commandment?
You shall have no other gods before me.
Exodus 20:3

What does the first commandment require?
 The first commandment require us to know and recognize God as the only true God and our God and to worship and glorify him as such by valuing, meditating on, remembering, highly regarding, honoring, adoring, preferring, loving, desiring, fearing, believing, trusting, hoping, delighting, and rejoicing in him.  We must also be zealous for and call o nhim, giving him all praise and thanks, completely obeying and submitting to him in our whole person.  Finally, we must walk humbly with him, beign careful to please him in everything we say an ddo and being genuinely sorry when we offend him.
	1 Chronicles 28:9     Deuteronomy 26:17    Isaiah 43;10     Jeremiah 14:22 
	Psalm 95:6-7     Matthew 4;10    Psalm 29:2     Malachi 3:16     Psalm 63:6
            Ecclesiastes 12:1     Psalm 71:19, 18:1-2     Malachi 1:5     Psalm 45:23     Psalm 96
            Joshua 24:15, 22     Deuteronomy 6:5     Psalm 73:25     Isaiah 8:13     Exodus 14:31
            Romans 10:11     Acts 10:43      Isaiah 26:4      Psalm 40:4     Psalm 130:7     Psalm 37:4
            Psalm 32;11     Romans 12:11     Numbers 25;11     Revelation 3:19     Philippians 4:6
            Jeremiah &:23      James 4:7      Romans 12:1      Micah 6:8     1John 3:22
            Jeremiah 31:18-19     Psalm 119:136     Nehemiah 13:8     Psalm 73:21

What particular sins does the first commandment forbid?
     The first commandment forbids:  atheism, denying or not believing in God; idolatry, believing in or worshiping any other gods along with or other than the one true God;  not having and affirming him as God and our God, failing or neglecting to do anything this commandment requires relating to God, ignorance of him, forgetting him, misunderstanding him, untrue opinions about him, and evil or unworthy thoughts about im; irreverent curiioosity about and inquiry into his secrets; all godless desecration, hating God, self-love, self-interest.and all other disorderly or excessive attention, mental, willful, or emotional, to things that divert our attention partially or completely from God.
     Also included are: worthless beliefs, lack of faith, heretical beliefs, wrong belief, not trusting God, spiritual despair, refusing correction and resisting God’s judgment, hardness of jeart, pride willfulness, worldly complacency, putting God to the test, using unlawful means to an end, trusting  in lawful means of grace rather than God; indulging in pleasures of the flesh; depraved, blind or improperly directed zeal; being lukewarm; spiritual deadness; deserting and forsaking God, praying to or worshiping saints, angels, or any other created being;  making an agreement with, consulting, or following the suggestions of the devil;  making men the rulers of our faith and conscience; slighting and despising God and his commandments; resisting and grieving his Spirit; and finally being dissatisfied and offended by the things God provides in our lives, ignorantly blaming hi for the evils he inflicts on us, as well as attributing the credit for any good thing we are, have, or can do to luck, idols, ourselves or any other created being.

Psalm 14:1     Ephesians 2:12     Jeremiah 2:27-28      1 Thessalonians 1:9     Psalm 81:11
	Isaiah 43:22-24      Jeremiah 4:22     Hosea 4: 1, 6     Jeremiah 2:32     Psalm 50:22
	Acts 17:23, 29      Isaiah 40:18     Psalm 50:21     Deuteronomy 29:29     Titus 1:16
	Hebrews 12:16      Romans 1:30     2Timothy 3;2     Philippians 2:21     1 John 2:15-16
	1 Samuel 2:29      Colossians 3:2,5     1John 4:1     Hebrews 3:12     Galatians 5:20
 	Titus 3:10      Acts 26:9     Psalm 78:22      Genesis 4:13     Ezra 37:11     Jeremiah 5:3
	Isaiah 42:25      Romans 2:5      Jeremiah 17:5     2timothy 3:4     Galatians 4:17
	John 16:2     Romans 10:2     Luke 9:54-55     Revelation 3;16     Revelation 3;1
	Ezra 14:5     Isaiah 1:4-5     Romans 10:13-14     Hosea 4;12     Acts 10:25-26
	Revelation 19:10     Matthew 4;10     Colossians 2;18     Romans 1:25     Acts 5:3
  	2Corinthinas 1:24     Matthew 23:9     Deuteronomy32:15     2Samuel 12:9     
Proverbs 13:13     Acts 7:51     Ephesians 4:20     Psalm 73:2-3,  13-15, 22     Job 1:22
1 Samuel 6:7-9     Deuteronomy 8:17     Daniel 5:23    Daniel 4;30     Hebrews 1:16
What do the words, before me, in the first commandment specifically teach?
    The words before me or before my face in the first commandment teach us that God, who sees everything takes special note of and is very offended by the sin of having any other god.  These words emphasize then how important it is to obey this commandment and how disobeying it insolently provokes God;  they also urge us to be just as mindful of the fact that God sees everything we do as we are  of doing things in his service.

	Ezra 8:15-18       Psalm 44:20-21     1 Chronicles 28:9

What is the second commandment?
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