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Spring 2020, a semester to
remember. Xi Delta began the
semester as usual and sent the Alpha
and Theta to Alphas and Thetas
Academy in Atlanta, Georgia .
Meeting with other Alphas and Thetas
gave us the opportunity to bring back
new ideas to Xi Delta and create an
even stronger connection with other
Chi Phi chapters . Our active member
numbers remained strong starting the
semester off with 41 active brothers .
The Spring rush week yielded us 4
new members, three of which are well
on there way to initiation in the Fall of
2020 . We had 11 seniors graduate
this year and installed into the Xi
Delta Alumni Association. We wish
them all the best and good luck as
they start their careers.
The chapter received a 5-star rating
from the Office of Greek Life at
Florida Tech this semester . Xi Delta
received top marks on much of the
grading rubric . As always , there is
room to improve, and the chapter has
identified those areas and began to
make improvements.
The novel coronavirus (COVID -19)
put all chapter operations to a halt
right after Spring Break. Florida Tech
transitioned to a fully online semester
and issued guidelines for student and
organizations to abide by. The health
and safety of each brother was the
number one priority for the executive
board as we decided what the rest of
the semester would look like for Xi
Delta. This ultimately led us to cancel
all remaining events that were
planned for the semester and
transition to virtual chapter meetings .
This decision was praised by the Chi
Phi National Office as well as the
Office of Greek Life at Florida Tech .
We hosted 3, virtual chapter meetings
via Zoom and incorporated a regular
post on our Facebook page, updating
the chapter on the latest information
available to us.

Cody Cochran // Alpha

As brothers adapted to the new
online learning environment ,
maintaining good grades and a high
GPA became the focus for the
remainder of the semester . It can
be a difficult transition for some and
our Scholarship Chair , Spenser
Gorenflo ensured that brothers had
the tools they needed , at their
disposal
. Ensuring
brothers
continued to complete work in a
timely manner as well as attend
their virtual classes became a focus
for Brother Gorenflo.
The chapter finished the Spring
semester with a 3.05 cumulative
GPA , rising .04 from the Fall of
2019 . Our new members earned a
cumulative GPA of 3 .00 . These
results are a testament to the hard
work and dedication to their studies
that all our brothers display on a
day to day basis. As we wait to hear
Florida Tech ’s plan for the Fall of
2020 , our hope is to continue to
increase our GPA and show the Chi
Phi is not only dedicated to our
brotherhood , but to our studies as
well.
The chapter continued to work
hand in hand with the Xi Delta
Housing Corporation to identify and
complete projects around the house
. The new kitchen being one of the
most talked about topics. As we
work together to accomplish this
large task, the chapter hopes that
we can continue to build our
relationship with XDHC and work
even closer together in the future to
ensure our property remains in tip
top shape for years to come.
The Spring 2020 semester will be
one to remember for quite a while .
The chapter would like to thank
XDHC
and XDAA
for their
continued support . Without them ,
our chapter would not be where it is
today . We look forward to the Fall
Semester and whatever challenges
it may throw at us. The health and
safety of our brotherhood remain
our top priority and we will adjust
our semester plans around what is
best for all of us.
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2020 Executive Board
Alpha - Cody Cochran
Beta - Derek Grabowski
Gamma - Dalton Gadapee
Delta - Ray Nichols
Epsilon - Joey Marang
Zeta - James Alexander
Eta - Tyler Pietrowicz

Greek Life Grades: Spring 2020
Alpha Tau Omega - 3.11
Chi Phi - 3.05
Delta Tau Delta - 3.16
Lambda Chi Alpha - 2.82
Pi Kappa Alpha - 3.01
Pi Lambda Phi - 3.09
Sigma Tau Gamma - 2.94
Tau Kappa Epsilon - 2.91
All Fraternity Avg. - 3.01
All Male Avg. - 3.24
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The Xi Delta chapter boasted
a strong year for philanthropy
as the brotherhood renewed
its efforts to rank among the
top in community service at
Florida Tech. The brothers of
Chi Phi Xi Delta were proud to
start off the spring semester
with the 6th annual Kicking
for Kids Soccer Tournament!
With over 10 teams and over
100 participants in this year’s
tournament the brotherhood
was able to raise approximately $800 for the Boys and Girls
Club of America. This year’s
tournament was very exciting
as the championship game
came down to the very last
minutes as Pi Kappa Alpha
was able to hold off Tau Kappa
Epsilon and

take home the grand prize.
The brothers of Xi Delta would
like to thank all those who
made the event a success and
an event that the campus and
community look forward to!
Xi Delta attempted to spread
its wings even farther in 2019
as the chapter adopted a
section of Dairy Road, with the
help of Keep Brevard Beautiful, to clean and maintain
as part of giving back to the
Melbourne community. In addition, the brothers of Xi Delta
have volunteered their time
to give back to the children by
partnering with ABC Tutoring
to tutor local school children
for standardized testing. Finally, Xi Delta finished off its own
philanthropy efforts by vol-

unteering at Mutley’s Miracles
to clean and play with dogs
abandoned by their owners.
Outside of Xi Delta’s personal efforts to give back,
brothers have done an amazing job participating in other
organizations philanthropies.
Including, Delta Tau Delta’s
Soap Hockey Tournament,
Tau Kappa Epsilons Bowling
for Brains, Alpha Phi’s King of
Hearts Beauty Pageant, Residence Life Treat or Treat, and
Gamma Phi’s MoonBall!
It has been a grand year for
the Brothers of Xi Delta as each
brother has renewed their
philanthropic vows and taken
every opportunity to better the
campus, the community, and
each other.
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XDHC REPORT

Brothers,
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I write this report to you somewhat at a loss for
words. A lot has changed since we all convened
last at Shrimp ‘n’ Suds back in the Fall of 2019.
While absolutely necessary, the cancellation of
this year’s spring Alumni Weekend was a hard
pill to swallow. I hope that all of you and your
families are happy and healthy during this time
of global uncertainty. For those who need a
helping hand, the Chi Phi Educational Trust has
stood up the Scarlet & Blue Brotherhood
Emergency Fund for brothers, both active and
alumni, who are financially struggling during
this pandemic. The Trust is awarding grants for
those who demonstrate a need with supporting
documentation to help with food, rent/
mortgage, or other types of relief. For more
information check out http://chiphi.org/
emergency-fund/. For those who are in a
fortunate and stable financial situation, I
encourage you to consider giving toward this
fund. All donations are tax-deductible.

5

The exposure of COVID-19 to every facet of life
has introduced the housing corporation with a
unique and unprecedented challenge. How do
we continue to uphold our duty as the stewards
of 4060 Dairy Road during this uncertainty while
still focusing on key priorities such as safety,
security, and livability?

As treasurer, I have taken our strategic
budget and devised a COVID-19 Emergency
Financial Outlook, one that explores all
possibilities and plans for the longevity of the
Xi Delta property we have all come to call a
second home. While I hope to find a way to
share all of these details with the alumni
soon, here are just some of the highlights
involved with this effort.
The corporation is planning to enact a
financially defensive posture, one which
could see less rental income. Such action
would potentially require XDHC to channel
more funds into savings. While such a
decision is self-evident, rest assured that we
still plan on spending the money we need to
wrap up existing projects like badly needed
kitchen renovations and also tackle safety
risks like rebuilding the balcony. Additionally,
various financial budgeting has been done to
explore hypothetical situations which would
see no income for several years while still
paying to maintain the property and exist as
a corporation. Other scenarios have been
defined with regard to the health of the
university. It is important to investigate and
plan with this in mind since the financial
health of Florida Tech is directly tied to that
of the chapter and the corporation.
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While all of our lives have been upended by this
virus, the corporation has still been identifying
and tackling its responsibilities. Since our last
report, we have instituted new regular property
inspections for the septic and water systems.
We've performed needed maintenance on the
septic system as well as developed a plan for a
rehaul of our current setup, one that would
have us decommission the older tank entirely.
To prepare for this, we’ve cleared out more
brush and growth to ease stress on leach field
and to maximize usable property. Additionally,
with a potential for further increased virtual
education, the corporation is working with the
active members to upgrade and modernize the
house’s internet infrastructure. With all of this
done, we still continue to provide a sizable
budget for miscellaneous house projects,
empowering the active members to work on the
house and learn from these experiences.
Additionally, XDHC still has been carrying out its
privileged responsibility of managing the Xi
Delta Chapter Excellence Fund (CEF) and
administering our yearly XDHC General and New
Member Scholarships.
The health of the CEF is still strong, despite the
turbulence of the market. Our well-timed push
for more pledges leading into our 50th
anniversary has not only assured a longevity in
the scholarship fund but has given us a safety
net during these uncertain times.

I can honestly say that in the past few months
I have spent more time than I ever have in my
10 years of membership working on various
Chi Phi responsibilities with the Xi Delta
Chapter, XDHC, the Chi Phi Educational Trust,
and the National Fraternity. I have also spent
more time catching up with brothers. This has
come in the form of longer weekly XDHC calls,
zoom happy hours, and well-wish texts to
brothers I haven’t spoken to in quite some
time. Our current situation has definitely
allowed many to look at life with a renewed
perspective. Having said that, we need more
capable and willing volunteers now more than
ever to contribute to XDHC, XDAA, and
advising the active chapter. If you have just
recently graduated or if you have a renewed
passion for volunteering in any of these efforts
, reach out to express interest in serving in an
official or unofficial role.
Stay safe. Stay healthy. I look forward to
seeing you all again in person very soon.
Fraternally,
Mario L. Lento, Xi Delta ‘12
XDHC Treasurer
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And finally, XDHC has already discussed
potential plans for rental relief to the actives.
Such action is very much still in the planning
stages and not at all final.

Due to the pandemic, the Scholarship
Committee has pushed back the deadline to
ease the burden on applicants and those
writing letters of recommendation. Again, for
those in a fortunate and more stable financial
situation, please consider giving to the Xi
Delta CEF by going here and specifying your
gift to a “Chapter Excellence Fund” under “Xi
Delta.” If you have any questions, don’t
hesitate to reach out.
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XDAA
REPORT

Brothers,
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I hope you are all in good
health. Considering the state
of the world, it should come as
no surprise that this update
will be brief.
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Alumni Weekend 2020 was
canceled due to coronavirus
concerns. It was the opinion
of the previous board, and is
also the opinion of the new
board, that limiting travel and
large gatherings for the health
of Alumni and Actives is more
important than social events.
That being said, a date for
Shrimp N’ Suds will be
decided upon by the end of
July. XDAA will monitor
conditions and determine
whether or not Shrimp N’ Suds
will happen based on local,
state, and federal guidelines
as well as guidelines from the
Chi Phi National Office.

Even though we did not meet
in person, we did have
elections for XDAA board
positions and for Chapter
Advisor. Thank you to all
those who participated. The
results of the elections are as
follows:
Alpha - Alex Pelc
Beta - Mitchell Spalding
Gamma - Brian Nyffenegger
Delta - Kevin Spanier
Social - Reed Coffey
Chapter Advisor - Cullen Kuhry
I would like to take the
opportunity to thank the
Brothers leaving XDAA and
the former Chapter Advisor.
Thank you to Thomas Larkin
for his time as Alpha. Thank
you to Cullen Kuhry for his
time as Gamma, and good
luck to you, Cullen, as you
take on the duties of Chapter
Advisor. .

Thank you to Alex Michaels
for his time as Social
Chairman. Finally, thank you
to Larry Leovan for his time as
Chapter Advisor.
In addition, I welcome the new
board members. Thank you
to Mitchell Spalding, Brian
Nyffenegger, and Reed
Coffey for volunteering.
As Thomas reminded me
recently, I am now the oldest
member of the board at 27,
and that implies that our
newer board members will
have more energy and drive
to make sure our reunions are
sufficiently hellacious,
bodacious, and totally
outragious. Cheers to the
future, when we meet again!
Fraternally,
Alex Pelc, XDAA President
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Alumni Profile:
Jason Coffman

What years were you active?
2006 to 2009
What was your major (undergrad/
masters/PhD)?
Bachelors in Computer Science
What positions, if any, did you
hold as an active?
Gamma

BATHTUB

What were some of your fondest
memories as an active?
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"So many to choose from... lawn
surfing... building a tiki bar... back 40
offroading... but I think the best
memory would have to be hot wiring
the old 250cc Ninja that Matt
Hopkins left abandoned at the
house. Josh "Boner" Rathbone
drove down for a visit from New
Jersey and we all convinced him it
would be a great idea to hotwire the
bike and do hot laps around the
house. After some masterful
electrical engineering and a little

jump start from a car battery we had
it up and running. Ismael Cremer
did the honors of driving it down to
the 7 Eleven to get air in the tires
and then back to the house.
Everyone had a grand ole time
running laps around the house and
doing burnouts on the slab. If my
memory serves me correctly it was
Josh Weil that ended the fun by
hitting a julian stone in the front
and flipping it over. Good times.

What are you doing now?

I currently live in Chicago with my
wife and two kids, and i work at
CNH Industrial as a software
engineer working on their connected
agricultural equipment program.

What are some of your fondest
memories as an alumni?

My fondest memories as an alumni is
every time I get back together with any
group of Chi Phi's it feels like no time
has passed at all. My wedding was
pretty awesome seeing so many
(probably at least 25) brothers in
attendance and they even sang a song
to serenade us. Road tripping across
the country with Ismael Cremer when
he moved from Florida to Alaska and
picked me and the whole family up in
Chicago was such an amazing trip..

Words of wisdom:
"Life begins at the end of your
comfort zone"
- Neale Donald Walsch
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Alumni Installed

Adam Bettencourt

Jack Carson

Reed Coffey

Sam Dorian

B.S. Mechanical
Engineering
Positions Held: Delta,
Theta

B.S. Chemical
Engineering
Positions Held: Eta, Iota

B.S. Chemical
Engineering
Positions Held: AR, PR,
Scholarship, and Social
Chairman

B.S. Biomedical
Engineering
Positions Held: Alpha,
Epsilon, Sports Chair

No Photograph

Premal Faldu

Andrew Link

Jim O'Connell

B.S. Aerospace
Engineering
Positions Held: Bylaw &
Dog Chair, House
Manager

B.S. Construction
Management
Positions Held: IFC
Non-Voting Delegate

B.S. Aerospace
Engineering

B.S. Mechanical
Engineering

William Reily

Mitchell Spalding

Charley Taaffe

B.S. Chemical
Engineering
Positions Held: Beta,
Gamma, IFC VP of R&E

B.S. Aviation Management
Minor: Unmanned Aerial Systems
Positions Held: Beta, Theta, Zeta,
NME, TME, Bylaw, Phil. , and
Sports Chairman

B.S. Software
Engineering
Positions Held: Bylaw
Chairman
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Anthony Eppley
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Your 8-time Award-Winning
“Best Alumni Newsletter”
Brought to you by:

Editor:
Derek Grabowski
814-528-7269
dgrabowski2018@my.fit.edu
4060 Diary Road
Melbourne, FL 32904

An original “Calvin and Hobbes” strip found in Brother Sunny Handa’ documents left at the house; We’d love to hear from you all!

