


IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, NEBRASKA


	DENISHA M. SEALS,

				Plaintiff,

	v.

MICHAEL S. CONLEY, TASHA L. BURSE, CAPTAIN KENNETH FOX, DAMIEN CORAN, DOUGLAS COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

				Defendant.
	)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

	Case No. ***



COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND




COMES NOW, Plaintiff, DENISHA M. SEALS, by and through her attorney, John D. Cartier, files her Complaint complaining of the acts of Michael Street Conley, Tasha Leigh Burse, Captain Kenneth Fox, Damien Coran, and Omaha Police Department (“Defendants''). Plaintiff requests a trial by jury, and for her cause(s) of action against the Defendants, state and alleges as follows:

NATURE OF THE ACTION
The subject of this complaint is sexual abuse of Denisha Seals, when a minor, Plaintiff has lived with the consequences of the actions of the Defendants for much the entirety of her adult life.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
1. Plaintiff brings this civil action for sexual assault of a child against Defendants pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 25-228.
2. By virtue of the facts alleged herein, this Court has personal and subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-302 over the parties and claims to this Complaint.
3. The incidents that gave rise to this cause of action took place in Douglas County and, therefore, the venue is proper in Douglas County, Nebraska.

PARTIES
4. Plaintiff, Denisha M. Seals, an African-American-woman, is a resident and citizen of Omaha, Douglas County, Nebraska. 
5. Defendant Michael Conley (“Mr. Conley”) is a resident of  Douglas County. According to public records, Mr. Conley was aged 24 in 2004, with a birthday in November 1980. 
6. Defendant Tasha Leigh Burse (“Ms. Burse”) is a resident of Douglas County.
7. Defendant Captain Kenneth Fox (“Captain Fox”) is a resident of Douglas County, and employee at all relevant times hereto of Omaha Police Department.
8. Defendant Damien Coran (“Mr. Coran”) is a resident of Douglas County.
9. Defendant Douglas County Sheriff’s Department is a Political Subdivision of Omaha, Nebraska. 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

Background
10. In Summer 2004, Plaintiff, aged 14 moved from Minnesota to government housing in Omaha, NE. 
11. Plaintiff grew up surrounded by poverty and abuse. 
12. On or around Summer 2004, Plaintiff met Mr. Conley at the South Omaha YMCA; Mr. Conley’s role served as the Teen Program Director. 
13. On or around Summer to Fall 2005, Plaintiff volunteered at YMCA and worked directly under Mr. Conley’s supervision.
14. Defendant would always ask her, “How old are you?”
15. Upon information and belief, Plaintiff believes that this is where the grooming began.
16. Plaintiff was there almost every day because of the meal program. Defendant would give Plaintiff money on the weekend, because he knew that she needed food.
17. Under the guise of being the teen program director, Mr. Conley would call her residence if Plaintiff missed volunteering, and would ask about personal details about her life, such as who was living with her, saying that, “He missed her presence”. 
First Rape
18. On or around 2005, before Plaintiff’s September birthday, Mr. Conley got a job at Union Pacific and left the YMCA.
19. When Mr. Conley didn’t hear from Plaintiff, he told another YMCA staff to have Plaintiff call him for continuing contact. Plaintiff didn’t have a cell phone, so she never called, as she couldn’t afford one. 
20. Defendant would mock Plaintiff to her face in front of other youth and staff during YMCA activities saying statements such as, “Look at how smart she is, but look at how poor she is.”
21. The other YMCA staff passed along messages from Mr. Conley to Plaintiff, telling her things like, “Let her know there are people in her life that care.”
22. On or around Fall 2005, Mr. Conley said to a different adult YMCA employee, named Patricia, “Let’s all go to the movies, but I’m only going to come if Denisha comes too.” 
23. Defendant would say these types of statements to Patricia who would then deliver the messages to Plaintiff.
24. Plaintiff was 14 at the time and went with her older brother, Ronell, aged around 16 at the time to the movies with the Defendant, Mr. Conley.
25. The YMCA employee, Patricia, picked up Plaintiff and her brother, and told Plaintiff to go with Mr. Conley in the truck upon his request. 
26. While in the truck together, Mr. Conley expressed his inappropriate desires, telling Plaintiff statements such as, “I’ve been holding it in, but I really care about you.”; “you are so smart for your age”, “ I think you’re sexy, even though your poor, you know things kids your age don’t know.”; “If there’s anything you ever need, I wanted to be the person to provide it for you.” 
27. While at the movie theater, Plaintiff’s brother and the other adult YMCA employee were sitting elsewhere. They went to see King Kong - and watched it at the South Omaha Movie Theater. 
28. During the movie, Mr. Conley put his fingers inside of Plaintiff’s vagina while they were watching the movie, and Plaintiff grabbed his hand because it hurt.
29. In response, Mr. Conley said, “I’m sorry, but I have never had a woman be that wet before.”
30. Plaintiff, feeling unsure of what to do, got up and went to the movie theater lobby.
31. Mr. Conley followed her, and apologized. Plaintiff expressed she just wanted to go home.
32. On the way home, Mr. Conley pulled over the truck, saying, “If they call and ask me where we are, we picked up dinner.”;  “I want to get your practice with me.”
33. Plaintiff said no, but while she was in the backseat laying down, he jammed himself inside. Plaintiff screamed “OUCH!” and tried to push him away.
34. Mr. Conley laughed and exclaimed, “You are telling me that your pussy is so tight that only the head of my dick can fit in.”
35. Mr. Conley said it wasn’t rape, but it was to have plaintiff practice sex with a grown man. Mr. Conley claimed it was, “Safer to do it with him.”
36. Mr. Conley laughed when Plaintiff didn’t look, she just turned her head away. He made fun of her, mocked her for just lying there. 
37. Mr. Conley went so far as to try to say, “I understand the pain you’re going through.”
38. After the first rape, Mr. Conley told her he was going to stay in contact.
39. Plaintiff was in pain from even just walking for a few days after the first rape.

Ongoing Abuse
40. Plaintiff endured abuse from the years from 2005-2008.
41. From December 2005 through September 2006, Mr. Conley raped Plaintiff three more times. Plaintiff aged 15, endured regular abuse from Mr. Conley aged 25.
42. Plaintiff aged 15, endured regular abuse from Mr. Conley aged 25. From December 2005 through September 2006, Mr. Conley abused Plaintiff over 10 times through digital penetration, where he tried to “stretch her out” with his fingers placed in her vagina.
43. Mr. Conley did not stop there, he started meeting people in her life such as Plaintiff’s mother and brother, and then he started introducing her to people in Defendant’s family such as his mom, sister, aunts, uncles, and cousins.
44. Mr. Conley refused to leave Plaintiff alone. On one occasion, he picked her up and seemed paranoid, asking her if she had told anyone about what happened. Inquiring, “You ain’t told nobody about our beautiful relationship?” “Has anyone asked you? Do you have friends?” 
45. Upon learning that Plaintiff had little to no support, and was living in poverty, Mr. Conley began grooming her even more. 
46. If Mr. Conley hadn’t heard from Plaintiff, he would find out why. Telling his cousins who attended high school with the Plaintiff, “To let her know I said ‘hi’.”
47. When Plaintiff did try to distance herself from him, Mr. Conley would show up to where she was, like a nightmare she could not escape. 
48.  Later in October, Mr. Conley married Tasha Leigh Burse in the midst of the turmoil Plaintiff endured.

Life with her Abuser
49. On or around summer of 2006, before Plaintiff’s sophomore year, she moved into Mr. Conley and Ms. Burse’s residence.
50. Mr. Conley asked Plaintiff if she wanted to live with him and his wife to “make sure she graduated.” 
51. Mr. Conley told Plaintiff, “Your mom don’t love you.” And asked Plaintiff to test her mom by asking her to stop drugs and alcohol. 
52. Plaintiff asked her mom to quit, and in response, she refused to quit her addictions-telling Plaintiff that she didn’t care if she left. 
53. Mr. Conley continued grooming Plaintiff, telling her, “I’m the only one that cares about you”; “I will be your protector, as long as you do what you gotta do while you’re over here.” 
54. Plaintiff, living in poverty, and without parental support, moved in with him.
55. Initially, Plaintiff’s GPA starting rising, but it dropped again when the sexual abuse resumed.
56. If Plaintiff refused him, Mr. Conley would tell his family how ungrateful she was while living with him.
57. Mr. Conley would wake her up out of her sleep to rape her, and then returned back upstairs to sleep in the room with his wife. He forced her to watch porn with him despite his wife living in the house.
58. Plaintiff reached out to Ms. Burse for help and she replied, “She knew the man she married, she didn’t want to be a single mom, and your project ass ain’t going to ruin my marriage.”

Senior Year: Attempting and Failing to Get Adults to Help
59. Sometime during the Summer of 2009, Ms. Burse kicked the Plaintiff out because she just got tired of the living situation with her in the house.
60. In Fall 2009, Mr. Conley apologized when he reached out over Facebook.
61. Mr. Conley sent another message, “I notice that you haven’t responded, hopefully you can forgive me in the future.”
62. Mr. Conley continued to reach out to Plaintiff periodically throughout Facebook messenger in 2010.
63. In Spring 2010, Plaintiff went to Damien Coran, a friend of Defendant Mr. Conley, to ask for help in stopping Mr. Conley from messaging her. 
64. Mr. Coran told Mr. Conley to leave Plaintiff alone. In response, Mr. Conley confessed his abuse of Plaintiff to Mr. Coran.
65. After speaking with Mr. Coran, Plaintiff also went to Omaha Police Department (“OPD”) on 15th street in Downtown Omaha, to file a report in the spring of 2010.
66. OPD told Plaintiff that she had to travel to Douglas County Sheriff at 3601 North 156th Street, Omaha, NE 681116, to file a report.
67. Plaintiff went to that location to file a report against Mr. Conley.
68. That is when an officer, named Karen, told Plaintiff that they needed a witness. 
69. Karen also told Plaintiff that they spoke directly to Mr. Conley and that he had an “answer for everything” and only admitted to engaging in “sexual conversation with you”, other than that he portrayed, “Himself as the hero that took you out of a bad situation.” Karen then told Plaintiff that her suggestion was that, “You push through this.”  
70. Karen told Plaintiff that they needed Mr. Coran to come in and answer the questions, to which Damien refused to do so.
71. Damien instead wrote a letter outlining the abuses Plaintiff suffered at the hands of Mr. Conley.
72. Plaintiff and Damien met with an Omaha attorney, Terry Crawford, and he shared sympathy for Mr. Conley, saying he was apologetic, he was sad, he knew what he did was wrong, that he did more bad than good for you.
73. When they asked why Mr. Coran didn’t want to talk to the police, he said that sometimes men are going to look at a younger woman and see something that they like, and that has to be okay.
74. With the signed letter, Plaintiff called the police officer, Karen, with the signed letter, and she said that she needed Damien to be present to give a statement in person.
75. Mr. Coran told Denisha about the phone call between him and Mr. Conley and said, “He will leave you alone, he will provide it for you. He was sad and hurt by what he did, my suggestion is that you move.”
76. Unfortunately, Mr. Coran refused to be interviewed, and ignored the phone calls from investigators.
77. Karen, from the Sheriff’s Department said that because Mr. Coran doesn’t want to talk, there’s nothing we can do. And that the best thing for you “is to go to college.”

Reintroduced to Captain Fox
78. Plaintiff was reacquainted with Captain Kenneth Fox 2022 during a scheduled meeting with Omaha Police department for them to partner through her employment.
79. Plaintiff told Captain Fox that she remembers him, and Plaintiff indicates that “he froze” and turned pale.
80. Plaintiff remembers seeing Captain Fox at Mr. Conley’s house because the two were friends.
81. During summer and July of 2022 for about two weeks, Plaintiff and Captain Fox spoke almost every day on the phone regarding the events. 
82. One of the first things Captain Fox told Plaintiff was that he wanted to let Plaintiff know that he knew what happened to her.
83. He told Plaintiff that David King, who was another fraternity brother of Mr. Conley and Captain Fox, told him that Mr. Conley was molesting you when you were living in that house. 
84. Captain Fox told Plaintiff that when he found out about it, that he didn’t want to believe it because, “You don’t want to believe someone that you love and care about would do something like that.”
85. On speaker phone, with Plaintiff’s fiance present, Captain Fox admitted that he knew about the rape while Plaintiff was a minor but didn’t do anything because he didn’t want to believe it was actually happening. He said he could have helped Plaintiff out, but just couldn’t do it. 
86. Upon information and belief, Plaintiff believes that Captain Fox could have intervened while she was living with Mr. Conley as she saw him around the residence. 
87. Upon learning this, Officer Jessica Swanson helped the plaintiff file a complaint against Captain Kenneth Fox, because he didn’t follow protocol.
88. Afterwards, when Plaintiff was checking on the status of the investigation Swanson told Plaintiff that Captain Fox was sympathetic and apologetic but couldn’t go into more details because it was considered an internal issue.

Aftermath
89. Since these events, Plaintiff has been on medication since her Senior Year at the University of Nebraska-Omaha in Winter 2013.
90. Plaintiff has been diagnosed with PTSD, depression, and anxiety all related to these events.
91. Plaintiff’s symptoms include, but are not limited to: nightmares, panic attacks, insomnia, depression, suicidal ideation, loss of consortium. 
92. Plaintiff has been subjected to constant embarrassment and humiliation in the community.

CAUSE OF ACTION
COUNT I  - SEXUAL ASSAULT OF A CHILD
NEB. REV. STAT.  § 25-228
93. Plaintiff refers to and incorporates by reference each and every allegation Paragraphs 1 through 88 above as fully set forth herein.  
94. Plaintiff was born on September 6, 1990 and was a minor at all times relevant.
95. Defendant Mr. Conley aged 25 born in November 1980, while Plaintiff aged 15 born September 6, 1990, was manipulated and sexually abused from 2005-2008.
96. In 2005, Defendant Mr. Conley groomed Plaintiff to move in with him by isolating her from her family and friends, claiming to be the only one who cared for her. 
97. During that time, Defendant Mr. Conley regularly sexually assaulted Plaintiff. This sexual battery continued, unabated, through 2008. 
98. Defendant Mr. Conley raped Plaintiff at least three times from December 2005 through September 2006.
99. During said time period, Defendant Mr. Conley also engaged in unconsented acts of digital penetration, in attempts to “stretch her out”
100. Defendant’s aforesaid conduct was made in a menacing manner with intent to inflict bodily injury upon Plaintiff with present apparent ability to give effect to the attempt.
101. Plaintiff is not barred from recovery under the statute in 2012 because she could have filed suit anytime while she was 21. 
102. Neb. Rev. Stat. 25-228 grants Plaintiff recovery for the abuses she endured as a teenager at the hands of the collective Defendants. 
103. Defendant Ms. Burse knew or had reason to know that Plaintiff was being abused in her home, under her care.  
104. Defendant Ms. Burse did not intervene or prevent the harm she knew or had reason to know was happening. 
105. Defendant Captain Fox knew or had reason to know that Plaintiff was being abused in Defendant Conley’s home under their care.
106. Defendant Captain Fox had an affirmative duty as a member of law enforcement to protect and serve and abandoned his duty to the Plaintiff while she continued to be abused.
107. Defendant Mr. Coran confronted Defendant Mr. Conley but when Plaintiff attempted to file charges in her late teens, obstructed justice by refusing to appear. 
108. Defendant Douglas County Sheriff’s Office refused to pursue charges against Defendant Mr. Conley when Plaintiff filed a police report. 
109. Defendant Mr. Conley’s unconsented conduct inflicted actual injury upon Plaintiff .
110. As a proximate result of the aforesaid battery and subsequent inaction, Plaintiff was damaged as follows:
a.  Medical expenses past and future of an as-yet to be determined amount;
b. Pain, suffering and mental anguish, past and future;
c. Lost wages, past and future of an as-yet to be determined amount;
d. Loss of earning capacity.
111. As a direct and consequential result of Defendants’ actions, Plaintiff suffered serious mental and emotional distress, including, but is not limited to, pain, anxiety, humiliation, anger, shame, embarrassment, frustration, and fear. Plaintiff alleges Defendants are responsible for the harm she has and continues to suffer. By reason of the conduct of Defendants as alleged herein, Plaintiff will have to retain attorneys to litigate the present action. Plaintiff is therefore entitled to reasonable attorneys’ fees and litigation expenses, including expert witness fees and costs, incurred in bringing this action. 
112. Defendants engaged in the acts alleged herein.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff  prays for judgment against Defendant for special damages in an amount to be determined at trial, general damages, costs and interests, past and future.

JURY DEMAND
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff  requests a jury trial and prays for judgment against Defendant for special damages in an amount to be determined at trial, general damages, costs and interests, past and future.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays this Court will grant the following in favor of them:
Judgment for all actual and compensatory damages, including those emanating from mental anguish and emotional distress, pecuniary loss, loss of reputation, and other economic damages;





DENISHA M. SEALS, Plaintiff
Respectfully submitted,


BY: ___/s/ John D. Cartier_/s/__
John D. Cartier #26307
Cartier Law LLC
PO Box 5241
Lincoln, Nebraska 68505
(954) 319-9832
johncartierlaw@gmail.com



