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1. In Search of Ecclesia 

" The general assembly1 and church of the Firstborn 
who are enrolled in heaven” Hebrews 12:232  

 
Structure 

 
!"#$%&'"&()*"+$"%,*"+-(,"$.*/(/0"12+(3&*"/$+"+$"(/+2$'%3*"45",%67*3+"41++*2".*2"
,*8"6%+"21+-*2"+$"1++*4.+"+$"3$44%/(31+*"#-1+"-1,"4$+(91+*'"4*"+$"#2(+*"
+-*,*"*,,15,:""
"
;+"+-(,"#2(+(/08"(+"-1,"6**/"4$2*"+-1/"<="5*12,"10$"+-1+"!"2*3*(9*'"+-*">.(2(+"
$?"@-2(,+"1/'"6*314*"1"4*46*2"$?"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+:"B$2"+-*".1,+"/%46*2"
$?"5*12,8"!"-19*"?$%/'"45,*&?"&(9(/0"+-*"@-2(,+(1/"&(?*"(/"1"9*25"C%/,+2%3+%2*'C"
#15"#(+-"2*012',"+$"3$&&*3+(9*"01+-*2(/0,:"A5"+-(,"!"4*1/"+-1+"!"14"/$+"
13+(9*&5"(/9$&9*'"(/"1"-%41/&5",+2%3+%2*'"*D.2*,,($/"$?"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"(/"
45"&$31&(+5:"EFG;>G"HIJGK"!"AGF!GLG"MG">NIOFP"Q;JNGR:"J-*"?(/1&"
12+(3&*"(/"+-(,",*2(*,"(,"*/+(+&*'K"Concerning Gathering:">$8".&*1,*"6*12"#(+-"

4*"(/"+-*"S".2*3*'(/0"12+(3&*,8"#-(3-"12*"1/"(/9*,+(01+($/"(/+$"+-*"*,,*/+(1&"
'(??*2*/3*,"6*+#**/"I&'"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."“according to the letter”"1/'"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."“according to the Spirit”:!"""""

 
1 Some translations link the “general assembly” with the “angels” in v. 22. I prefer this rendering based on 
Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words: “paneguris, Strong’s # 3831, is coupled with the word 
‘church’ (ekklesia, Strong’s # 1577), as applied to all believers who form the body of Christ.” Both Greek 
words refer to gatherings of citizens for the purpose of discussing and celebrating the affairs of the state.  
2 Unless otherwise noted, all quotations from Scripture are from the New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
3 2 Corinthians 3:6 
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"
;+"+-*"$%+,*+8"!"#$%&'"&()*"+$"+25"+$"62(*?&58"6%+"1,"3&*12&5"1,".$,,(6&*8"
3$44%/(31+*"+-*"'(,+(/3+($/"!"14"41)(/0"6*+#**/"C,+2%3+%2*'C"1/'"
C%/,+2%3+%2*'C"*D.2*,,($/,"$?"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+K"A5"C,+2%3+%2*'C8"!"4*1/"
-%41/&5"$201/(T*':"J-(,"(,"/$+"+$",15"+-1+"#-1+"+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$'"$201/(T*,"
(,"&(+*21&&5"C%/,+2%3+%2*'C:"G9*25+-(/0"32*1+*'"65"Q$'"-1,",+2%3+%2*"U"
6*1%+(?%&",+2%3+%2*:"J-1+"(,"+-*"V%(/+*,,*/+(1&".$(/+K"M-1+"(,"-%41/&5"
,+2%3+%2*'"(,"V%(+*"&(4(+*':"M-1+"(,",+2%3+%2*'"65"Q$'"(,"2(3-"1/'"6*1%+(?%&"
1/'"#(&&"/$+"6*"133$2'(/0"+$"-%41/"+-$%0-+,"1/'"#15,8"?$2"N(,"+-$%0-+,"

1/'"#15,"U"(/3&%'(/0"+-*"?%/3+($/(/0"1/'"*D.2*,,($/"$?"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"

U"12*"W-(0-*2X:""J-*"N$&5">.(2(+"-1'"!,1(1-"%,*"+-*"'(,+1/3*"6*+#**/"*12+-"
1/'"+-*"-*19*/,"+$"*D.2*,,"+-*"'(??*2*/3*"6*+#**/"#-1+"#*"+-(/)"1/'"'$"
1/'"+-*"#$2)(/0"$?"Q$'8"#-$"(,">.(2(+:""""
"
!"4%,+"1''"+#$"+-(/0,"-*2*K"B(2,+&58"+-1+"#-(3-"Q$'",+2%3+%2*,"31//$+"6*"
'(,3*2/*'"65"-%41/,"1.12+"?2$4"+-*"2*9*&1+($/"$?"+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$':#"
>*3$/'&58"#-(&*"#-1+"Q$'"-1,"32*1+*'"(,"3&*12&5"2*3$2'*'"(/"N(,"#$2'"U"
.*2+(/*/+"+$"$%2",%67*3+"41++*2"-*2*8"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"U"(+"(,"/*9*2Y+-*Y&*,,"
1"45,+*25"Y"+-1+"(,8",$4*+-(/0"#-(3-"/**',"+$"6*"2*9*1&*':"M(+-$%+"
2*9*&1+($/8"#*"%/'*2,+1/'"#-1+"#*"2*1'"(/"+-*",32(.+%2*,"133$2'(/0"+$"$%2"
-%41/"*D.*2(*/3*:"J-(,"(,"1&&"#*"-19*"+$"#$2)"#(+-"#(+-$%+"2*9*&1+($/"?2$4"
+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$':">.*3(?(31&&58"+-*",+2%3+%2*"$?"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"#*"+-(/)"#*"

 
4 Isaiah 55:8-9 
5 1 Corinthians 2:11 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
385TCarigon

385TCarigon



A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

8 

,**"2*3$2'*'"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"(,"4$2*"2(3-"1/'"6*1%+(?%&"+-1/"#-1+"#*"
31/",**"1/'"%/'*2,+1/'"#(+-$%+"2*9*&1+($/"?2$4"+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$':"Q$'Z,"
+-$%0-+,"1/'"#15,"12*"6*5$/'"$%2,"U"-(0-*2"+-1/"$%2,$"U"+-*2*?$2*"#-1+"N*"
32*1+*,"-1,"1",+2%3+%2*"#-(3-"(,"6*5$/'"-%41/"3$/3*.+($/8"6*5$/'"-%41/"
.*23*.+($/8"6*5$/'"-%41/"(410(/1+($/8"6*5$/'"-%41/"3$4.2*-*/,($/"U"
#(+-$%+"2*9*&1+($/"?2$4"+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$':%"J-(,"1..&(*,"+$"#-1+"(,"#2(++*/"(/"
+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"16$%+"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+:"!+"(,"1"4(,+1)*"+$"1,,%4*"$/*"
31/"%/'*2,+1/'"+-*"#2(++*/"#$2'"$?"Q$'"#(+-$%+"+-*"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"0(9*/"65"
+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$':">3(*/3*"31/"C2*1'C"+-*"-%41/"6$'5"*9*/"'$#/"+$"+-*"
/%3&*12"&*9*&8"5*+"+-*2*"(,",+(&&"4%3-"16$%+"+-*"-%41/"6$'5",3(*/3*"'$*,/Z+"
%/'*2,+1/':"M*"31/"*1,(&5"2*1'"+-*">.(2(+Y(/,.(2*'"#$2',"$?"+-*"H*#"
J*,+14*/+8"5*+"#*"31//$+".$,,(6&5"%/'*2,+1/'"+-*",+2%3+%2*"1/'"#$2)(/0"$?"
+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"#(+-$%+"+-*"2*9*&1+($/"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+:"""""""""
"
>$8",%??(3*"+$",158"65"C,+2%3+%2*'C8"!"4*1/"-%41/&5"$201/(T*':"EFG;>G"

HIJG"U"H$+-(/0"(,"%/,+2%3+%2*':">$8"#-*/"!"%,*"+-*"+*24"C%/,+2%3+%2*'C"

(/"+-*,*"12+(3&*,8"!"4*1/"/$+"-%41/&5"$201/(T*'8"6%+">.(2(+Y,+2%3+%2*':"A5"
C-%41/&5",+2%3+%2*'C"!"4*1/"1"0(9*/"02$%."$?"&$31&"@-2(,+(1/,"#-$"4**+"
2*0%&12&5"1+"0(9*/"+(4*,"(/"0(9*/".&13*,:"!"14"/$+"(/9$&9*'"#(+-",%3-"1"02$%.:"
A5"C%/,+2%3+%2*'C"[>.(2(+Y,+2%3+%2*'\"!"4*1/"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"#-(3-"

*D(,+,"(/"45"&$31&(+5"6%+"(,"/$+"('*/+(?(*'"#(+-"1"0(9*/"/14*"1/'"/$+"

4**+(/0"2*0%&12&5"1+"0(9*/"+(4*,"(/"0(9*/".&13*,:"!"14"(/9$&9*'"#(+-",%3-8"

 
6 Isaiah 55:8-9 
7 1 Corinthians 2:9 
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1,"&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$':"!"148"(/"?13+8"1&,$"13+(9*&5"(/9$&9*'"#(+-"+-*"A$'5"
$?"@-2(,+"2*0($/1&&58"/1+($/1&&58"1/'"(/+*2/1+($/1&&5"U"6%+"1,"&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"
[21+-*2"+-1/"(/"1"-%41/&5",+2%3+%2*'"#15\:"!Z9*"3-$,*/"45"#$2',"312*?%&&5"+$"
+25"+$"133%21+*&5"'*,32(6*"+-*"*D.2*,,($/"$?"45"@-2(,+(1/"&(?*"1+"+-(,"+(4*:"
]$2*"*D.&1/1+($/"(,"/**'*'8"6%+"!"+-(/)"+-*"2*1'*2"%/'*2,+1/',"1/'")/$#,"
$+-*2,"7%,+"&()*"4*"U"(+"(,"1"02$#(/0"/%46*2:"
"
J-*"4$+(91+($/"6*-(/'"+-(,"#2(+(/0"(,"/$+"+$"C'*?*/'C",%3-"1"&(?*,+5&*"U"!"
6*&(*9*"$+-*2,"-19*"'$/*"1"0$$'"7$6"$?"+-1+:&"]5"4$+(91+($/"(,"21+-*2"+$"
C*D.&1(/C"+$"45,*&?"[1/'"$+-*2,\"+-*"#-58"+-*"#-1+8"1/'"+-*"-$#"$?",%3-"1"
&(?*,+5&*8"1,"#*&&"1,8"+$"6*++*2"%/'*2,+1/'"#-1+"Q$'"'*,(2*,"?$2"4*"(/"N(,"
'*3(,($/"+$"&*1'"4*"[1/'"$+-*2,\"(/"+-(,"#15:"]5"'*,(2*"(,"+$"3$/+(/%*"(/"+-(,"
&*1'(/0"$?"+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$'"#-(3-"-1,"0(9*/"4*"4$2*"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"
3*2+1(/".1,,10*,"$?",32(.+%2*"1,"#*&&"1,"+1)*/"4*"(/+$",$4*"2(0$2$%,"
2*,*123-"$?"6(6&(31&"1/'"3-%23-"-(,+$25:""""""""""
!

 
8 For example, in these articles, I will be referring to the writing of Stan Firth in his "Custom and Command". 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

10 

“Blessed is the man whose heart is set on pilgrimage.” Psalm 84:5b 
 

Journey 
 
!"+-(/)"1"&(++&*".*2,$/1&"-(,+$25"$?"45",.(2(+%1&"7$%2/*5"415"1&,$"6*"6*/*?(3(1&"
(/"*D.&1(/(/0"45"4$+(91+($/"?$2"#2(+(/0"+-*,*"12+(3&*,:"!"+-(/)"41/5"#-$"-19*"
6**/"(/9$&9*'"(/"3-%23-"4(/(,+25"415"?(/'"+-*(2",+$25"+$"6*",(4(&12"+$"4(/*:"
B$2"4$2*"+-1/"<="5*12,8"!Z9*",*29*'"+-*"F$2'"(/"912($%,"#15,"U"1,"1"#$2,-(."
&*1'*28"1".1,+$28"1"4(,,($/1258"1/"*V%(..(/0"+*13-*28"1/"$??(3*"1'4(/(,+21+$28"
1"3%,+$'(1/8"1"#2(+*28"*+"1&:"!Z9*"'$/*",$"(/"6$+-"'*/$4(/1+($/1&"1/'"/$/Y
'*/$4(/1+($/1&"02$%.,8"(/"+-*"O>;"1/'"162$1'8"(/"W,+2%3+%2*'X"1/'"(/"
W%/,+2%3+%2*'X",*++(/0,:"""
"
B2$4"+-*"6*0(//(/0"$?"45",.(2(+%1&"7$%2/*58"$/*"$?"+-*"'$4(/1/+"+-*$&$0(31&"
(/?&%*/3*,"$/"45".*2,.*3+(9*"$?"4(/(,+25"1/'"4(,,($/"-1,"6**/"+-*"3$/3*.+"
$?"C2*,+$21+($/X"U"+-1+"(,8"" period(s) of restoration of all things about which God 

spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time"8'"1,"#*&&"1,8"1"
2*,+$21+($/"$?"+-*"?1(+-"1/'".213+(3*"$?"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-:()"J$'158"!"3$/+(/%*"
+$"&$$)"?$2"1"2*,+$21+($/"$?"W1.$,+$&(3(+5X:"A%+8"#-*2*1,"!"&$$)*'"?$2"+-*"
2*,+$21+($/"$?"1.$,+$&(3"?1(+-"1/'".213+(3*8"+$'15"!"&$$)"?$2"1.$,+$&(3"?1(+-"U"
“the apostles’ teaching”((8"6%+"/$+"/*3*,,12(&5"1&&"$?"#-1+"#1,"1.$,+$&(3"
.213+(3*:"I/*"$?"+-*".$(/+,"!"14"-$.(/0"+$"41)*"(/"+-*,*"12+(3&*,"(,"+-(,K"""""""""

 
9 Acts 3:21 
10 Viz. The Church recorded in the New Testament – the Church of the first century – the Apostolic period.  
11 Acts 2:42 
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]$,+"$?"%,"-19*"+-(,".(3+%2*"$?"@-%23-"-(,+$25"^"M*"1,,%4*"+-*"?(2,+"
3*/+%25"@-%23-"#$2,-(..*'"(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-8"6%+"+-*/"1+"+-*"*/'"$?"+-*"?(2,+"
3*/+%258"@-2(,+(1/,"6*01/"+$"?1&&"613)"(/+$"912($%,"41/Y41'*"3%,+$4,8"
+21'(+($/,8"1/'"$201/(T1+($/"%/'*2"+-*"(/?&%*/3*"$?"912($%,"3-%23-"?1+-*2,"
1/'"@$/,+1/+(/*:";/'"+-*/"+-*,*"41/Y41'*"3%,+$4,8"+21'(+($/,"1/'"
$201/(T1+($/"3$/+(/%*'"+$"(/32*1,*"+-2$%0-$%+"1&&"@-%23-"-(,+$25"U"2(0-+"%."
+$"3$/+*4.$2125"+(4*,:"J-1+"(,"+-*".(3+%2*".1(/+*'"65"1&4$,+"1&&"
.2*,*/+1+($/,"$?"3-%23-"-(,+$258"(/3&%'(/0"+-*"$/*,"%,*'"(/",%..$2+"$?"+-*"
R*,+$21+($/"4$9*4*/+,8"N$%,*"@-%23-"4$9*4*/+,8"I201/(3"@-%23-"
4$9*4*/+,:"J-1+"+-(,"(,"+2%*"$?"+-*",*3$/'"3*/+%25"1/'"+-(2'"3*/+%2(*,"1/'"
6*5$/'"(,"#(+-$%+"'(,.%+*:"M-1+"!"14"V%*,+($/(/0"(,"+-*"91&('(+5"$?"+-*"
1,,%4.+($/"+-1+"+-*"B!R>J"@GHJOR_"@-%23-"#$2,-(.*'"(/",.(2(+"1/'"

+2%+-:""

"
M-(&*"!"102**"+-1+"+-*2*"#1,"1",*9*2*",.(2(+%1&"'*3&(/*"1?+*2"+-*"1.$,+$&(3"
.*2($'8"!"-$#*9*2"'$"/$+"6*&(*9*"+-1+"+-*"1.$,+$&(3"@-%23-"-1'"2*13-*'"
.*2?*3+($/"#(+-(/"?(2,+"3*/+%25:"@1/"#*"2*1&&5",15"+-1+"+-*5"-1'".*2?*3+*'"
#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-`"
"
!/"+-*,*"12+(3&*,8"!"14",%00*,+(/0"+-1+"%/'*2"+-*"(/?&%*/3*"$?""the 

elementary principles of the world","+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"@-%23-8"0*/*21&&5"

,.*1)(/08"/*9*2"4$9*'"6*5$/'"+-*(2"a*#(,-"R$$+,b"1/'"+-1+8"1&$/0"#(+-"

+-*"Q*/+(&*"3-%23-*,8"3$/+(/%*'"(/"+-*,*""elementary principles of the 

world"."@$/,*V%*/+&58"+-*"41/Y41'*"3%,+$4,8"+21'(+($/,"1/'"$201/(T1+($/"
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,(4.&5"3$/+(/%*'"$/"(/+$"+-*",*3$/'"1/'"+-(2'"3*/+%2(*,"1/'"6*5$/':"
M-*2*1,8"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"+(4*,8"+-*""elementary principles of the 

world""41/(?*,+*'"1,"Ca*#(,-"R$$+,C"U",.*3(?(31&&5"3$/+(/%(/0"(/"+-*"

,-1'$#"$?"+-*"&1#";BJGR"@NR!>J"];PG"JNG"F;M"IA>IFGJG"

[N*62*#,"cKde\b"+-*,*",14*""elementary principles of the world""31/"1&,$"

6*"('*/+(?(*'"/$#"(/"$+-*2"+*24,"U",%3-"1,"W2(+%1&(,4X8"C2*&(0($%,"('$&1+25C8"

C-%41/Y$201/(T1+($/C8"W+-*"A165&$/(1/"3-%23-",5,+*4C8"1/'"C+-*"#$2&'"

,5,+*4C:(*""""""
"
M(+-"2*012',"+$",+2%3+%21&",*++(/0,8"!"-19*",*29*'"(/"6$+-""old wineskins""1/'"
"new wine skins"8",$"+$",.*1):(!"B$2"41/5"5*12,8"!"+2(*'"&16$2(/0"(/"+-*""old 

wine skins""#(+-"-$.*,"$?"C2*?$241+($/C:"!"314*"+$"2*1&(T*"1"?*#"+-(/0,"16$%+"
"old wineskin""02$%.,K"""

Ø _$%"31//$+"+%2/"1/"$&'"#(/*,)(/"(/+$"1"/*#"#(/*,)(/:";/'"#-(&*"1&&"
+-(/0,"12*".$,,(6&*"#(+-"Q$'8"N*"/*9*2"(/+*/'*'"+$"1/'"/*9*2"#(&&"+%2/"
1/"$&'"#(/*,)(/"(/+$"1"/*#"#(/*,)(/:(""N(,"+-$%0-+,"1/'"#15,"12*"
'(??*2*/+"?2$4"$%2,:(#"""

Ø J-*"F$2'"&$9*,"1/'"4**+,"#(+-"+-$,*"#-$"12*"N(,"#-$"-1..*/"+$"6*"
,(++(/0"(/"+-$,*"$&'"#(/*,)(/,"?$2"+-*"#-1+*9*2"+-*(2"2*1,$/,:";/'"!"

 
12 We will also be discussing a less familiar term coined by Jacques Ellul – "Technique" – which very much 
characterizes the contemporary church.  
13 Cf. Matthew 9:16-17; Mark 2:21-22; Luke 5:37-39. Cf. "Radical Renewal: The Problem of Wineskins 
Today", Howard A. Snyder. 
14 Cf. Hebrews 8:13. Indeed, the whole of the Book of Hebrews demonstrates this principle in God's 
providence. 
15 Isaiah 55:8 
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&*12/*'"+-1+8"(?"!"#1,"0$(/0"+$"+2%&5",*29*"+-*"F$2'8"!"#$%&'"-19*"+$"6*"
#(&&(/0"+$"'$"+-*",14*($"U"+-1+"(,8"&$9*"+-$,*"#-$4"N*"&$9*,:""""

Ø !"&*12/*'"+-1+"+-$,*"$&'"#(/*,)(/,"31/"6*8"+$",$4*"'*02**8"3$/+1(/*2,"
$?""the beauty of the Lord"(%"U"+-1+"(,8"#$2),"Q$'"-1,"#2$%0-+"(/"-(,+$25:"
G9*/"+$'158"!"31/"1++*/'"1"C#$2,-(.",*29(3*C(&"(/"1"C3$/9*/+($/1&C"
3-%23-"1/'"6*"6&*,,*'"#(+-"Q$'Z,"#$2'"1/'">.(2(+:"

Ø E*$.&*"2*41(/"(/"$&'"#(/*,)(/"3-%23-*,"6*31%,*"+-*5"12*",1+(,?(*'"
+-*2*:"M-1+"(,"(/'(31+*'"(/"a*,%,Z".1216&*"U"+-1+"+-*"$&'"#(/*"(,"
C6*++*2C('"Y"(,"+2%*8"(/"+-*",*/,*"+-1+8"(?"5$%"12*"C#1/+(/0"5$%2"/**',"
4*+C8"5$%"#(&&".2$616&5"6*"4$2*",$3(1&&5"1/'"*4$+($/1&&5",1+(,?(*'"(/"1/"
$&'"#(/*,)(/"3-%23-:"C]**+(/0".*$.&*Z,"/**',C"(,"/$+"/*3*,,12(&5"1"0$1&"
$?"1"/*#"#(/*,)(/"02$%.8"6%+"(+"(,"+-*"*D.2*,,*'"0$1&"$?"4$,+"$&'"
#(/*,)(/"02$%.,:"

"
>$4*"+-(/0,"!Z9*"&*12/*'"16$%+"C/*#"#(/*,)(/C"02$%.,K"""

Ø ;/"%/'*2&5(/0"(,,%*"$?"#-5".*$.&*"&*19*"1/"$&'"#(/*,)(/"02$%."(/"
,*123-"$?"1"C/*#"#(/*,)(/C"02$%."415"6*"+-*"'*,(2*"?$2"3$/+(/%1&"
,.(2(+%1&"02$#+-"1/'"41+%2(+5:"J$",158"C!"$%+Y02*#"+-1+C8"!"+-(/)"#$%&'"6*"
1"?1(2&5"133%21+*"#15"$?"3$44%/(31+(/0"#-5"!"'*,(2*'"+$"0$"6*5$/'"+-*"
$&'"#(/*,)(/,:"""

 
16 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 
17 Psalm 27:4 
18 I have intentionally placed this questionable term in quotation marks, since defining worship – "in Spirit and 
truth" – is the goal of these articles.    
19 Luke 5:39 
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Ø !"+-(/)"1/$+-*2"%/'*2&5(/0"(,,%*"(,"C31&&(/0CK"I&'"#(/*"415"C+1,+*"
6*++*2C8"6%+",$4*6$'5"-1,"+$"6*"#$2)(/0"$/",$4*"/*#"#(/*8"$2"#*"#(&&"
*9*/+%1&&5"C2%/"$%+"$?"#(/*C8",$"+$",.*1):"]$2*"133%21+*&58"Q$'"4%,+"
3$/+(/%*"4$9(/0"?$2#12'"(/"N(,".%2.$,*:">$4*".*$.&*"12*"C.($/**2,C"U"
#-$"&()*"+$"0*+"(/"$/"+-*"C02$%/'"?&$$2C"$?"+-*"#$2):"J-*5"415"*9*/"
-19*"+-*"1.$,+$&(3"1/'".2$.-*+(3"31&&(/0"+$"&15"?$%/'1+($/,"?$2"+-*"/*D+"
*D.2*,,($/"$?"+-*")(/0'$4"(/"+-*(2"0*/*21+($/*):"""""""""""

"
J-%,8"?$2"41/5"5*12,8"!"+-*/"+2(*'"&16$2(/0"(/"+-*"912($%,"+5.*,"$?"C/*#"
#(/*,)(/,C"#(+-"+-*"-$.*,"$?".12+(3(.1+(/0"(/"+-*"CR*,+$21+($/C:">%??(3*"+$"
,158"1?+*2"41/5"5*12,"$?"2*.*1+*'&5"*D.*2(*/3(/0"6&*,,(/0"+%2/(/0"+$"
'(,,(.1+($/8"+$'158"!"#$%&'"2*?*2"+$",$Y31&&*'"C/*#"#(/*,)(/C"02$%.,"1,"1&,$"
6*(/0"4*2*&5"C3$/9*/+($/1&C:*("!"14"/$#"%,(/0"+-*"+*24"C3$/9*/+($/1&C"+$"
4*1/",.*3(?(31&&5"02$%.,"#-(3-"-19*"1"C3$&&*3+(9*"('*/+(+5C"[(?"/$+"1"02$%."
/14*\"1/'"4**+"2*0%&12&5"1+"0(9*/"+(4*,"1/'".&13*,:";/'8"(/"+-(,"31+*0$258"!"
14"1&,$"(/3&%'(/0"02$%.,"#-(3-"#$%&'"('*/+(?5"+-*4,*&9*,"1,"C-$%,*"
3-%23-*,C"Y"(?8"(/"?13+8"+-*5"4**+"2*0%&12&5"1+"0(9*/"+(4*,"1/'".&13*,:"""
"
G9*/"1?+*2"*4(021+(/0"?2$4"C3$/9*/+($/1&C"*/9(2$/4*/+,"U"$&'"1/'"/*#"Y"!"
-19*"/*9*2"6**/"16&*"+$"?%&&5"('*/+(?5"#(+-"4$,+"$?"+-*"C-$%,*"3-%23-"
4$9*4*/+,C**:"J-*"2*1,$/,"12*K"

 
20 Cf. Ephesians 2:20; 1 Corinthians 3:10-11; 12:28. 
21 Many seem to prefer the term "institutional" churches. 
22 In using the term "house church movement" I am including many groups that identify themselves as 
"organic" or "simple" churches. 
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Ø !"$?+*/"'$"/$+",-12*"(/"+-*(2"2*1,$/,"?$2"&*19(/0"+-*"C3$/9*/+($/1&C"
3-%23-*,:"!".*23*(9*"+-*(2"2*1,$/,"+$"6*"$?+*/"4$2*",$3(1&"+-1/"
,.(2(+%1&:"

Ø !"$?+*/"'$"/$+"102**"#(+-"1,.*3+,"$?"+-*(2"?1(+-"1/'".213+(3*"1,"C-$%,*"
3-%23-*,C:"M-(&*"6*&$/0(/0"+$"1"C'*/$4(/1+($/C"(,"/$"(/,%21/3*"
101(/,+"%/,$%/'"'$3+2(/*8"/*(+-*2"(,"6*&$/0(/0"+$"1"-$%,*"3-%23-:";,"
+-*"1.$,+&*,"#12/*'8"(+"(,".&1(/"+$",**"+-1+"%/,$%/'"'$3+2(/*"1&#15,"
-1,"6**/"1/'"(,"$/"+-*"2(,*:*!""

Ø ]$,+"$?+*/8"-$%,*"3-%23-"4**+(/0,"12*"4*2*&5",41&&*2"2*.2$'%3+($/,"
$?"C3$/9*/+($/1&C"C#$2,-(.",*29(3*,C:"J-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"&(9*,"1/'"
02$#,"?2$4"+-*"&(?*Y?&$#"$?"+-*">.(2(+"$?"@-2(,+:">$8"#-(&*"+-*"4**+(/0,"$?"
41/5"$?"+-*,*"02$%.,"415".2$9('*"$..$2+%/(+5"?$2",$Y31&&*'"C6$'5"
4(/(,+25C8"+-*"4*2*"$..$2+%/(+5"?$2"*9*25$/*"+$"C-19*"+-*(2",15C"%,%1&&5"
'$*,/Z+"2*,%&+"(/"+-*"&(?*Y?&$#"$?"+-*">.(2(+"$?"@-2(,+"+$"C.*2?*3+C"+-*"
,1(/+,*":"]$,+",$Y31&&*'"C$201/(3C"02$%.,"1&&*0*"+-1+"65",(4.&5"
01+-*2(/0"(/"+-*"/14*"$?"a*,%,"Y"#(+-$%+"&*1'*2,"Y"(/"+-*"3-%23-"
4**+(/08"1&&$#(/0"*13-".*2,$/"+-*"?2**'$4"+$",-12*8"#(&&"2*,%&+"(/"+-*"
&(?*Y?&$#"$?"+-*">.(2(+"$?"@-2(,+:"J-(,"(,"1"?1%&+5"1/'"%/?$2+%/1+*"
1,,%4.+($/:"!"14"(/3&(/*'"+$"+-(/)"+-1+"+-$,*"#-$",15"1/'"#2(+*",%3-"
+-(/0,"*(+-*2"-19*"/$"13+%1&"*D.*2(*/3*"(/"1%+-*/+(3"6$'5"4(/(,+25"$2"
31//$+"13+%1&&5"'(,3*2/"+-*">.(2(+"$?"@-2(,+:""""""""""""

 
23 Acts 20:29; 1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy 4:2-4; 2 Peter 3:3; Jude 1:18. 
24 Cf. Ephesians 4:11-16 
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Ø !"31//$+"('*/+(?5"#(+-"-$%,*"3-%23-"4$9*4*/+,"+-1+"(/+*/+($/1&&5"(0/$2*"
,32(.+%2*"1/'"'$"/$+"2*3$0/(T*"+-*"&*1'*2,-(."4(/(,+2(*,"1/'"1&,$"+-*"
C1,3*/,($/"0(?+C"4(/(,+2(*,"a*,%,"'*,(2*,"+$",*29*"N(,"A$'5:*#""

Ø M-(&*"!"?%&&5"%/'*2,+1/'"1/'"('*/+(?5"#(+-"+-*(2"'*,(2*"?$2"'**.*2"
?*&&$#,-(."#(+-"@-2(,+8"4$2*"1%+-*/+(3"?*&&$#,-(."#(+-"1/$+-*28"1/'"?$2"
+-*"?2**'$4"+$"?%/3+($/"4$2*"?%&&5"1,"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"+-2$%0-"+-*"
*D*23(,*"$?"+-*(2",.(2(+%1&"0(?+,"1,"1"C.2(*,+-$$'"$?"1&&"6*&(*9*2,C8"*+3:8"(/"
45"1,,*,,4*/+8"+-*"3$44(,,($/"+$"41)*"'(,3(.&*,"$?"@-2(,+"(,",+(&&"/$+"
6*(/0"133$4.&(,-*'"(/"4$,+"-$%,*"3-%23-",*++(/0,:""

Ø !"'$/Z+".*23*(9*"+-*(2"C/*#C"$2"C2*Y(410*'C".213+(3*"$?"3-%23-"&(?*"+$"6*"
.2$'%3(/0"1/5+-(/0"*,,*/+(1&&5"'(??*2*/+"?2$4"+-*"C3$/9*/+($/1&C"02$%.,:"
M-1+"!"4*1/",.*3(?(31&&5"(,"+-(,K"G9*/"+-$%0-"+-*5"415"%,*"+-*"+*24,"
&()*"C$201/(3C"1/'"C&(?*"$?"@-2(,+C8"!"'$/Z+".*23*(9*"+-*"2*1&(+(*,"$?",%3-"
6*(/0".2$'%3*'"(/"+-*(2"4(',+:*$""

"
P$"!".*23*(9*"+-$,*"2*1&(+(*,"(/"45".*2,$/1&",.(2(+%1&"&(?*`"_*,:"P$"!".*23*(9*"
+-$,*"2*1&(+(*,"(/"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"$+-*2".*$.&*`"_*,"U"6%+"#(+-"2*&1+(9*&5"?*#"
$+-*2".*$.&*:"A%+8"+-(,"V%*,+($/"2*41(/,K"!?8"(/"?13+8"C3$/9*/+($/1&C"02$%.,"
12*"?1(&(/0"+$"4**+"+-*"F$2'Z,"'*,(2*,"1,"2*9*1&*'"(/"N(,"#$2'"1/'"65"N(,"
>.(2(+b"1/'"(?8"(/"?13+8"-$%,*"3-%23-*,"12*"1&,$"?1(&(/0"+$"4**+"+-*"F$2'Z,"
'*,(2*,"1,"2*9*1&*'"(/"N(,"#$2'"1/'"65"N(,">.(2(+8"(,"#-1+"14"!"'$(/0"U"#-1+"
14"!".12+(3(.1+(/0"(/"U"1&&"$?"#-(3-"+-*"F$2'"'*,(2*,`"!,"45"C%/,+2%3+%2*'C"

 
25 Ephesians 4:10-12; Cf. 1 Corinthians 12:28 
26 I am not alone in these perspectives: See Wayne Jacobson's article "House Church isn't the Answer", and 
Frank Viola's article, " Why I’m Not Involved in 'Organic Church' (For Now) & Why You Can’t Find One". 
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@-2(,+(1/"&(?*,+5&*"4**+(/0"+-*"F$2'Z,"'*,(2*,"1,"2*9*1&*'"(/"N(,"#$2'"1/'"65"
-(,">.(2(+`";4"!".12+(3(.1+(/0"(/"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"Q$'"4$9(/0"?$2#12'`"J-*,*"
+-(/0,"-1%/+"4*:"!"31//$+"(0/$2*"+-*4:"J-*"/**'"+$"1/,#*2"+-*,*"
V%*,+($/,"(,"+-*"4$+(91+($/"6*-(/'"+-*,*"12+(3&*,:""
"
;&,$K"R*012'(/0"+-*",.(2(+%1&"2*1&(+(*,"!"*D.*2(*/3*"(/"45".*2,$/1&"&(?*"1/'"(/"
2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"C2*&1+(9*&5"?*#"$+-*2".*$.&*K"a*,%,",1('"NG"#$%&'"+1)*"
312*"$?"+-*"6%(&'(/0"$?"N(,"@-%23-:*%";/'"!"4%,+"*/'*19$2"+$")/$#"1/'"

%/'*2,+1/'"-$#"+$"'$"#-1+"N*"3$44(,,($/*'"4*"+$"'$"U"/14*&58"41)*"

'(,3(.&*,"$?"@-2(,+:*&"J-*,*"12+(3&*,"12*"*D*23(,*,"(/")/$#(/0"1/'"

%/'*2,+1/'(/0"+-(,"3$44(,,($/"(/"&(0-+"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"

 
27 Matthew 16:18 
28 Matthew 28:19-20 
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Perception 
 
;+"+-(,"+(4*8"+-*"@-%23-"a*,%,"(,"6%(&'(/0",**4,"+$"6*"U"!Z&&"%,*"+-*"#$2'"
C*&%,(9*C:"!Z9*".*2,$/1&&5"6**/"#1(+(/0"+$",**"3*2+1(/"+-(/0,"?$2"4$2*"+-1/"<="
5*12,:"M*"12*"-$.(/0"+$",**"1/"(/32*1,(/0"/%46*2"$?"&$31&"?*&&$#,-(.,"
&$$)(/0"&()*"#-1+"#*"+-(/)"#*",**"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+:"!"%,*"+-*".-21,*8"
C#-1+"#*"+-(/)"#*",**C8"6*31%,*8"#(+-$%+"2*9*&1+$25"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"?2$4"+-*"
>.(2(+"$?"Q$'8"$%2"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?",32(.+%2*"Y"+-1+"(,8"+-*"(410*,"#*"
*/9(,($/"#-*/"#*"2*1'"+-*"#$2',"U"#-1+"#*"12*"*D.*3+(/0"+$",**"U"(,"61,*'"
$/"$%2".2*9($%,"*D.*2(*/3*:"!+"4%,+"6*8"?$2"#*"-19*"/$+-(/0"*&,*"+$"61,*"(+"
$/:"O/&*,,"#*"2*3*(9*"2*9*&1+$25"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"?2$4"+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$'8"#*"
12*"*D.*3+(/0"+$",**",$4*+-(/0"&()*"#-1+"#*"-19*"1&2*1'5",**/:"A%+"Q$'"(,"
'$(/0"+-1+"#-(3-"(,""exceeding abundant above and beyond what we can think or 

imagine".*'"M-1+"Q$'"(,"'$(/08""eye has not seen, ear has not heard, and hasn't 

entered into the imagination what God has prepared".30"M1/+(/0"+$",**"+-1+"
C*&%,(9*C"H*#"J*,+14*/+"3-%23-"-*2*"(/"+-*".-5,(31&"2*1&48"$%2"
*D.*3+1+($/,"-19*"6**/"3$/+(/%1&&5"'(,1..$(/+*':""
"
M-1+"#*"4%,+"%/'*2,+1/'"(,"+-1+""God is Spirit and we must worship Him in 

spirit"31:"J-*"C+2%*"3(23%43(,($/C"“has no confidence in the flesh, but worships 

God in the spirit".32"J-*"3-%23-"+-1+"a*,%,"(,"6%(&'(/0"(,"!H"JNG">E!R!J:"M*"
4%,+"-19*"2*9*&1+$25"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"?2$4"+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$'"+$",**"(+"1/'"6*"

 
29 1 Corinthians 3:20 
30 1 Corinthians 2:9 
31 John 4:24 
32 Philippians 3:3 
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(+:"!+"(,"7%,+"&()*"+-*")(/0'$4K"_$%"4%,+"6*""born of the Spirit""+$",**"(+"1/'"
*/+*2"(/+$"(+:!!"J-*"F$2'"3$44(,,($/*'"+-*"@-%23-"+$"“proclaim the gospel of 

the kingdom throughout the whole world as a witness to all the nations”.34"N$#"
31/"#*"'$"+-1+"(?"#*"-19*/f+",%??(3(*/+&5",**/"$2",%??(3(*/+&5"*/+*2*'"(/+$"+-1+"
,.(2(+%1&"'(4*/,($/"$%2,*&9*,`"
"
J-*",32(.+%2*",.*1),"$?"+-(,",14*".-*/$4*/$/"#-*/"(+",15,K""now we do 

not yet see all things subjected to (Man)", BUT WE SEE JESUS”.!#">$"+$$8"+-*"
A$'5"$?"@-2(,+",**4,"C*&%,(9*C8"AOJ"MG"@;H"C>GGC"aG>O>:"N$#"'$"#*"
,**"a*,%,`"M-*2*"(,"N*`"!H"JNG">E!R!J:"!".%2.$2+"+-1+"(+"(,"+-*",14*"#(+-"
+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+:"J-*"A$'5"4%,+"6*",.(2(+%1&&5"'(,3*2/*':";/'"$/*"31//$+"
,.(2(+%1&&5""discern the Body,"36"%/+(&"$/*",.(2(+%1&&5"'(,3*2/,"+-*"N*1'"U"+-1+"
(,8"-1,"2*9*&1+($/"$?"+-*"45,+*25"$?"@-2(,+:""For even as the Body is one, and yet 

has many members, … SO ALSO IS CHRIST."37"J-*"A$'5"(,"&()*"@-2(,+:"
>.(2(+%1&"2*9*&1+($/"$?"+-*"45,+*25"$?"@-2(,+"(,"16,$&%+*&5"(/'(,.*/,16&*"?$2"
6*(/0"+-*"@-%23-:!&"!/"?13+8"+-*"@-%23-"(,"*,,*/+(1&&5"1/'".2(412(&5"!H"JNG"
>E!R!J8"5*+"6*(/0"41/(?*,+"+-2$%0-"+-*"&(9*,"$?"*13-"$?"+-*"4*46*2,"$?"
@-2(,+Z,"A$'5:"J-(,"+$$"(,",$4*+-(/0"+-1+"#(&&"6*"(/9*,+(01+*'"(/"+-*,*"
12+(3&*,:">$8"1,"#*"4$9*"+-2$%0-"+-*,*"12+(3&*,8"&*+"%,"+$0*+-*2".%2,%*"
2*9*&1+($/"$?"a*,%,"1/'"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"a*,%,:"J-*"2*?&*3+($/"$?"a*,%,"#(&&"

 
33 John 3:3-6 
34 Matthew 24:14 
35 Hebrews 2:8-9 
36 1 Corinthians 11:29 
37 1 Corinthians 12:12 
38 I have written at length about these things in other articles – e.g., Christ Is Pre-Requisite for Church. For 
a complimentary .pdf copy, Email: AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
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6*3$4*"9(,(6&*"1,"+-*"F$2'"'*,(2*,:"F*+"%,"&*19*"+-*"41/(?*,+1+($/"$?"N(,"
A$'5"+$"N(4"#-$",1('"N*"#$%&'"6%(&'"N(,"@-%23-:!'"
!

!

  

 
39 I hope I have succeeded in avoiding being "labeled" – be it "house church", or "simple church", or "organic 
church", et. al. And I certainly would not want to be labeled "elusive church"! Like everyone else, I too look for 
a "label" just for the sake of communication of ideas. But we live in the unfortunate time when the 
postmodernism and deconstructionism of secularists have made words – terms and labels – close to 
meaningless. But worse, Christians glibly pouting labels as want-to-be proponents of certain concepts have 
made most labels detestable. For example, even though I am, I can no longer call myself an "evangelical". 
Likewise, while "organic church", intrinsically, is a wonderful term, I cannot wear it as a label. As Shakespeare 
said: "What's in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet." 
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2. In Search of New Covenant Worship 

 

J-*,*"12+(3&*,"12*"16$%+"C#$2,-(.C"U"/14*&58"1/"(/V%(25"(/+$"+-*"4*1/(/0"$?"
+-*"F$2'Z,".-21,*K""worship in spirit and in truth":")"!"(/+*/'"+$",-12*"$/"$+-*2"
+$.(3,"1&,$b"6%+"!"0(9*"C#$2,-(.C"+-*".2*Y*4(/*/3*"6*31%,*8"1,"!"%/'*2,+1/'"
(+8"+-*"$+-*2"+$.(3,"12*"C*&*4*/+,X"$?"C#$2,-(.C:"!"#(&&"'*?(/*"#-1+"!"
%/'*2,+1/'"+$"6*"C#$2,-(.C"(/"&(0-+"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"1,"!Z9*"3$4*"+$"
6*&(*9*"JN;J"(,"+-*")*5"+$"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"#-1+"a*,%,"4*1/+"65""worship in 

spirit and truth"."J-(,"#(&&"/*3*,,(+1+*",$4*#-1+"'*?(/(/0"+-*"+*24"CH*#"
@$9*/1/+C:"J-*2*"(,"4%3-"?(/*"#2(+(/0"$/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"'*+1(&(/0"+-*"
#$2)"$?"@-2(,+"#-(3-"*,+16&(,-*'"+-*"3$9*/1/+"1/'"+-*".2$4(,*,"N*"-1,"
,*3%2*'"?$2"%,"#-$"6*&(*9*:"A%+"#-1+"!"#(&&"1++*4.+"+$"?$3%,"$/"-*2*"(,"+-1+"
#-(3-"!"%/'*2,+1/'"+$"6*"+-*"-*12+"1/'"*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"U"
“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”"(:""
"
!"#(&&"1&,$"1++*4.+"+$"&$$)"1+"+-$,*"C*&*4*/+,"$?"#$2,-(.C"(/"&(0-+"$?"+-(,:"
J-$,*"C*&*4*/+,C"-19*"+$"'$"#(+-"+-*"/1+%2*"$?"+-*"@-%23-"*8"+-*"&(?*"$?"+-*"
@-%23-"!8"1/'"+-*"3$44(,,($/"$?"+-*"@-%23-""8"?$2"+-*"@-%23-"(,"+-$,*"
“worshippers whom the Father is seeking”:"#";&$/0"#(+-".%2,%(/0"1"4$2*"3&*12"

 
40 John 4:23-24 
41 Romans 8:2; Cf. John 6:63; 2 Corinthians 3:6 
42 I will be discussing what many today refer to as an "organic" approach to being the Church. 
43 I will be discussing the "unstructured" approach to church life being entered into by many today. 
44 I will be discussing "being" the Church and "doing" church, specifically in terms of our commission to be 
disciples of the King and make disciples of the Kingdom.   
45 John 4:23-24 
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%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(.8"45"0$1&,"1&,$"(/3&%'*"01(/(/0"
4$2*"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?",$4*"$?"+-*"+-(/0,"#-(3-"a*,%,"4*1/+"+$"6*"(//1+*"$"
+$"+-*"@-%23-"U"+-1+"(,8"(//1+*"+$"+-*".*$.&*"#-$"&(9*"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"%""
"
J-*,*"12+(3&*,"12*"/$+"4*1/+"+$"6*"4*2*&5"1"32(+(V%*"$?"+-*"9(,(6&*"3-%23-8"
6%+"4$2*"1",**)(/0"$?"+-1+"#-(3-"+-*"B1+-*2"(,",**)(/0"U"C+2%*"#$2,-(.C"?2$4"
+-$,*"#-$""worship in spirit and truth":"&"N$#*9*28"!"4%,+",15"+-1+"!"-19*"
3$4*"+$"+-(,"3$/3&%,($/K"J-*"#$2,-(."$?"4$,+"$?"+-*"9(,(6&*"@-%23-"'"(,",+(&&"
%/'*2"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+#):"](,,(/0"+-*"2*1&(+5"$?"+-*"I/*"
#-$"-1,"$.*/*'"?$2"%,"CA New and Living WayC8#("+-*"9(,(6&*"3-%23-"(,"

?1&&(/0",-$2+"$?""the upward call of God in Christ Jesus"#*8"1/'"3$/,*V%*/+&58"(,"
1&,$"(/*??*3+(9*"(/"(+,"4(,,($/"(/"+-*"#$2&'#!:""
"
!/"2*,.$/,*"+$"+-(,",(+%1+($/8"41/5"9$(3*,"-19*"12(,*/",.*1)(/0"$?"C1"/*#"
#15C"$?",**(/0"1/'"'$(/0"+-(/0,:"!"6*&(*9*"+-(,"(,"0$$':"A%+8"14('"+-*"41/5"
9$(3*,"(,"4%3-"3$/?%,($/:"!"6*&(*9*"4%3-"$?"#-1+"(,"6*(/0",1('"1/'"'$/*"(,"
,+(&&"4(,,(/0"+-*"-*12+"1/'"*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"!+"(,"/$+",$"4%3-"
+-1+"+-*"@-%23-"/**',"+$"C2*Y(410*C"(+,*&?"$2"?(/'"C/*#C"#15,"$?"'$(/0"+-(/0,:"

 
46 In-born 
47 "Born from above", "Born of the Spirit" (John 3:3-6; 2 Corinthians 3:6) 
48 John 4:23-24 
49 I believe the perfection of the Church exists now in the spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:27 and Hebrews 12:22-24) It 
is God's purpose and our calling to manifest that perfection in the visible Church. The visible Church contains 
"wheat and tares" - many imperfections. What now exists in the spirit will not be fully manifest until the coming 
age.  
50 What the apostle Paul and the writer to the Hebrews refer to as "dead works". 
51 Hebrews 10:20 
52 Philippians 3:14 
53 Matthew 24:14 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

23 

!"6*&(*9*"(+",(4.&5"Y"1/'"1%+-*/+(31&&5"Y"/**',"+$"+1)*"-$&'"$?"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+:""

"
!"-19*"$?+*/"-*12'K"CQ$'"(,"'$(/0"1"/*#"+-(/0C:"A%+"45"3$/3*2/"(,"+-1+"#*"
12*"&()*"+-*";+-*/(1/,8"1&#15,"&$$)(/0"?$2",$4*"C/*#"+-(/0C:#"";33$2'(/0"+$"
>32(.+%2*8"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"!>"+-1+"C/*#"+-(/0C:##"M-1+"#*"/**'"+$"
"worship in spirit and truth"8"#-1+"#*"/**'"+$"6*"+-*"@-%23-"a*,%,"(,"
6%(&'(/08"#-1+"#*"/**'"+$".12+(3(.1+*"(/"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"Q$'"(,"+$"?(/'"1/'"
*/+*2"(/+$"+-1+"CH*#"1/'"F(9(/0"M15C"#-(3-"a*,%,"-1,";FRG;P_"$.*/*'"

?$2"%,"#-*/"N*"(/1%0%21+*'"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:#$"""""
"
!"6*&(*9*"+-*".-21,*""worship in spirit and truth""(/"a$-/"<Kg<"31/"6*"

*V%1+*'"#(+-"+-*".-21,*""new and living way" (/"N*62*#,"d=Kg=:";/'"+-*"

)*5"+$")/$#(/08"%/'*2,+1/'(/08"1/'"&(9(/0"$%+"+-(,"2*1&(+5"(,"+-*"H*#"

@$9*/1/+:"M-*/"#*",**"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"1/'"#-*/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"
(,",**/"(/"$%2"4(',+8"#*Z&&"41/(?*,+""the Church, which is His Body, the fullness 

of Him who fills all in all":#%";01(/8"!"%/'*2,+1/'"+-*"*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"+$"6*"“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”#&"U"1".-21,*"
#*"#(&&"6*"(/9*,+(01+(/0"(/"+-*,*"12+(3&*,:""
"

 
54 Acts 17:21 
55 Isaiah 43:19; Jeremiah 31:31-33; Ezekiel 36:36; Luke 22:20; 1 Corinthians 11:25; 2 Corinthians 3:6; 5:17; 
Hebrews 8:10, 13; 9:15; 10:16, 20; 12:24. 
56 Cf. Hebrews 10:5-9, 15-20. 
57 Ephesians 1:23 
58 Romans 8:2; Cf. John 6:63; 2 Corinthians 3:6 
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J-*2*"12*"41/5"(,,%*,"+$",+%'5"1/'"'*&(6*21+*"2*012'(/0"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"
#-(3-"!"#$/Z+"*9*/"+25"+$"1''2*,,"(/"+-*,*"12+(3&*,:#'"M-1+"!"M!FF"1++*4.+"+$"
,-12*8"+-$%0-8"12*",$4*"(4.&(31+($/,"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"1,"(+"2*&1+*,"+$"

#$2,-(."1/'"*&*4*/+,"$?"#$2,-(."&(9*'"$%+"(/"+-*"&(?*8"4(/(,+258"1/'"

4(,,($/"$?"+-*"@-%23-8"1,"#$2,-(."(,"+-*"3$/+*D+"(/"#-(3-"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"(,".&15*'"$%+:"
"
;3+%1&&58"!"-19*"#2(++*/"*&,*#-*2*"$/""worship in spirit and truth":"J-*,*"12*"
*12&(*2"12+(3&*,"#2(++*/"1&$/0"+-*"#15"$/"45"7$%2/*5"+$"#-*2*"!"14"/$#"(/"45"
%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?""worship in spirit and truth":$)"!/"+-(,".2*,*/+"3$&&*3+($/"$?"
12+(3&*,8"!"'*,(2*"+$"1''2*,,",.*3(?(31&&5"#$2,-(."&(9*'"$%+"(/"+-*"&(?*8"4(/(,+258"
1/'"4(,,($/"$?"+-*"@-%23-:"J-*"@-%23-"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(,"1/"
$201/(,4"(/"+-*">.(2(+8"#-(3-"(,"0(9*/"6$+-"&(?*"1/'"02$#+-"65"+-*"9*25"&(?*"$?"
+-*">.(2(+"$?"@-2(,+8"+-*"N*1'"$?"+-*"A$'5:"J-*2*"(,"4%3-"#2(++*/"16$%+"C+-*"
&(?*"$?"@-2(,+C"1,"+-*"61,(,"$?"C$201/(3"3-%23-C$("#-(3-"!"#$%&'"2*3$44*/'"
1,"613)02$%/'"+$"#-1+"!"-19*"+$",-12*"-*2*:$*""

 
59 Recommended reading: "Five Views on Law and Gospel" (Counterpoints Series edited by Stanley N. 
Gundy). 
60 Complimentary copies in .pdf format of The Woman & The Well and Tabernacle Truths are available by 
Emailing: AtChristsTable@gmail.com   
61 While I think the term "organic church' has been indiscriminately used and already over-used, it is still the 
best term I can use to identify what I have to share. 
62 Concepts like "the life of Christ" and "organic" spiritual life and growth in the Body of Christ, etc. are NOT 
new to our generation. But the Holy Spirit is leading people into such truth again in this generation; and for that 
I am grateful. However, I believe that much of what is being spoken and written today is drawn from, yet not of 
the same quality as, that of writers a few generations ago. Therefore, generally speaking, I recommend the older 
writers like Jesse-Penn Lewis, T. Austin-Sparks, Watchman Nee, Stephen Kaung, and Devern Fromke. 
However, having recommended these authors, I must say that with regards to the concepts of "Christ in me" and 
"No longer I, but Christ", I definitely prefer an alternative perspective offered by the writing of J. Sidlow 
Baxter, specifically his collection "A New Call to Holiness", "His Deeper Work in Us", and "Our High Calling" 
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"
B$2",$4*"?$%/'1+($/1&"2*1'(/0"2*012'(/0"+-(/0,"!"#(&&"6*",-12(/0"16$%+"C;"
H*#"1/'"F(9(/0"M15C"?$2"+-*"@-%23-8"!"#$%&'"1&,$"2*3$44*/'"C@%,+$4"1/'"
@$441/'C"65">+1/"B(2+-:$!"B(2+-Z,"6$$)"1++*4.+,"+$"0(9*"1"C,32(.+%21&C"61,(,8"
#-(3-"!"'$/Z+"+-(/)"(,"6*(/0",%??(3(*/+&5"$??*2*'"(/"41/5"$?"+-*".$.%&12"
#2(+(/0,"+$'15"$/"+-*,*"+-(/0,:"[!"#$%&'"-$.*"+-1+"#*"#$%&'"/$+"#1,+*"+(4*"
#(+-"+-(/0,"/$+"?$%/'*'"(/",32(.+%2*:\"!/"C@%,+$4"1/'"@$441/'C8"B(2+-"
1++*4.+,"+$"0(9*"1"/**'*'",32(.+%21&"C'*?*/,*C"?$2"+-*"C%/,+2%3+%2*'C"
1..2$13-"+$"C$201/(3"3-%23-C:"!+"(,8"+-%,"?128"+-*"6*,+"$??*2(/0"!"-19*"3$4*"
132$,,"+$",*29*"1,"1",32(.+%2*Y61,*'".2*,*/+1+($/"?$2"+-*".213+(3*"$?"
C$201/(3"3-%23-C:"!/"+-(,8"B(2+-"-1,"'$/*"%,"1"0$$'",*29(3*:""
"
A*31%,*"$?"(+,"#('*,.2*1'"(/?&%*/3*"1/'".$.%&12(+58"!"?**&"!"4%,+"4*/+($/"+-*"
6$$)8"CE101/"@-2(,+(1/(+5C"65"Q*$20*"A12/1"1/'"B21/)"L($&1:"!"'$"/$+"
'(,102**"#(+-"+-*"3$/+*/+,"$?"+-*(2"6$$):"A%+"#-1+"!"14"$??*2(/0"(/"+-*,*"
12+(3&*,"(,",(0/(?(31/+&5"'(??*2*/+"(/"+-(,"#15K"CE101/"@-2(,+(1/(+5C"1''2*,,*,"
+-*"912($%,"-%41/"+21'(+($/,"#-(3-"01(/*'"+-*"1,3*/'*/35";BJGR"+-*"
1.$,+$&(3".*2($'"$?"+-*"@-%23-:"J-*"/*01+(9*"1,.*3+,"$?"+-*".213+(3*,"$?"+-*"
@-%23-"#-(3-"!"14"'(,3%,,(/0"(/"+-*,*"12+(3&*,"12*"21+-*2"“the elementary 

 
compiled under the title, "Christian Holiness Revisited and Restated", which majors on "transformation" rather 
than the supposed crucifixion of "self".       
63 Stan Firth has written a second book on this subject – "The Remarkable Replacement Army", which draws 
from the actual history of the Norwegian Resistance Movement in World War 2. This book paints a picture of 
what an "organic" group may look like. And on-going posts on his website, 
www.RemarkableReplacementArmy.com , give some counsel on avoiding conventional church patterns by 
being led of the Spirit through "socializing" as a "family".  Complimentary downloads of both books are 
available in .pdf format from his website: www.RemarkableReplacementArmy.com and the books in paperback 
format are for sale on www.Lulu.com         
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principles of the world""#-(3-"#*2*".2*,*/+"POR!HQ"+-*"1.$,+$&(3".*2($'"$?"
+-*"@-%23-:"!"6*&(*9*"+-*,*"“elementary principles of the world”"12*"+-*"2$$+,"
$?"+-*"-%41/"+21'(+($/,"+-2$%0-$%+"1&&"$?"@-%23-"-(,+$25:"J-*2*"(,"1/"
*D.&1/1+($/"1,"+$"MN_"-%41/"+21'(+($/"01(/*'"+-*"1,3*/'*/35";BJGR"+-*"
1.$,+$&(3".*2($'"1/'"3$/+(/%*'"+$".&10%*"+-*"@-%23-"+-2$%0-$%+"-(,+$25:"!,"(+"
.$,,(6&*"+-*"1.$,+$&(3"@-%23-"(+,*&?"'('"/$+",%??(3(*/+&5"2*1&(T*"@-2(,+Z,"

?2**'$4"?2$4""the elementary principles of the world""1/'"3$/+(/%*'"+$"

#$2,-(."%/'*2"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+8"+-%,"31%,(/0"+-*"

6$/'10*"+$"(/32*1,*"(/+$"+-*"g+,"@*/+%25"1/'"6*5$/'`"!"6*&(*9*",$:"!"
2*1&(T*"+-(,"(,"1"/$9*&"1/'"3$/+2$9*2,(1&".2$.$,(+($/:"A%+"#-*+-*2"+-*"G12&5"
@-%23-"#1&)*'"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"1/'"+-*/"?*&&"1#15"-19(/0"(+,"2*1&(+(*,"
*3&(.,*'"65"-%41/"+21'(+($/,8"$2"#-*+-*2"+-*"@-%23-"-1,"_GJ"+$"#$2,-(."(/"
+-*"?%&&"1%+-*/+(3(+5"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"#-1+"!".2$.$,*"(/"+-*,*"12+(3&*,"
(,"+-1+"+-*"/**'"?$2"C#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-C8"1/'"C;"H*#"h"F(9(/0"

M15C"(,"_GJ"+$"6*"*/+*2*'"(/+$"65"+-*"9(,(6&*"3-%23-:"R*012'(/0""the 

elementary principles of the world"8"#-(3-"!"#(&&"6*"'(,3%,,(/0"(/"4$2*"'*+1(&8"!"
#$%&'"1&,$"2*3$44*/'"1"/%46*2"$?"*,,15,"65"$+-*2"1%+-$2,:$"""
"
!/"+-*,*"12+(3&*,8"!"-$.*"+$".2*,*/+"1"6(6&(31&"+-*$&$058$#"5*+"1+"+-*",14*"

+(4*8"1".2$.-*+(3"9(,($/125".2*,*/+1+($/"$?"C$201/(3"3-%23-C"1/'"W)(/0'$4"

3$44%/(+5X"+$"(/,.(2*"#-1+"!"6*&(*9*"a*,%,"'*,(2*,"?$2"N(,"H*#"@$9*/1/+"

 
64 "Paul's Usage of ta stoicheia tou kosmou (The Elementary Principles of the World)", by Gary DeLashmutt; 
"Technique or Kindly Light", by Vernard Eller; the vast body of writings by Jacques Ellul – specifically what 
he writes on "Technique". (There is an excellent article on Jacques Ellul: "Synopsis & Analysis of Jacques 
Ellul", by Jim Fowler.) 
65 For a definition of "Biblical Theology":  https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/biblical-theology/  
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.*$.&*"+$"&(9*"(/"U"?$2"+-*"B1+-*2Z,"*+*2/1&".%2.$,*"(/"N(,">$/$$8"1/'""to 

the praise of His glory":$%""

"
>$8"#-1+"*&,*"'$"!"-19*"+$"$??*2"16$%+"WH*#"@$9*/1/+"M$2,-(.X`"F*+"%,"?(2,+"
+1)*"-$&'"$?"1"3$2*"'*?(/(+($/"$?"C#$2,-(.C:"J-(,"(,"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"+-*"/*D+"
12+(3&*8"Another Look at Worship:";/'"+-*/"1?+*2"1"?*#"4$2*"12+(3&*,8$&"(/"

#-(3-"#*"#(&&",$2+"+-2$%0-",$4*"$?"+-*",-1'$#,"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+8"#*"
#(&&"6*"4$2*"16&*"+$",**"3&*12&5"?2$4"1"H*#"@$9*/1/+".*2,.*3+(9*"+-*"&(?*8"
4(/(,+258"1/'"4(,,($/"$?"+-*"@-%23-:"

 
66 Ephesians 1:4-5; 2;10; 3:9-11. 
67 Ephesians 1:12 
68 4. Old Covenant Undertow in the Early Church                   
5. Led by the Spirit 
6. Elementary Principles of the World   

6.1. Sacralization of the Spiritual 
6.2. Sacralization of the Secular 
6.3. Conventional Worship Praxes 

7. “I Have Given You as a Covenant” 
8. Concerning Gathering 
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3. Another Look at Worship 

 

Defining Worship 
 
J#$"$?"45"?19$2(+*"V%$+*,"'*?(/(/0"M$2,-(.K"^""
 
WM$2,-(."(,"+-*",%64(,,($/"$?"1&&"$?"$%2"/1+%2*"+$"Q$':"!+"(,"+-*"V%(3)*/(/0"$?"
+-*"3$/,3(*/3*"65"-(,"-$&(/*,,b"+-*"/$%2(,-4*/+"$?"4(/'"#(+-"-(,"+2%+-b"+-*"
.%2(?5(/0"$?"(410(/1+($/"65"-(,"6*1%+5b"+-*"$.*/(/0"$?"+-*"-*12+"+$"-(,"&$9*b"
+-*",%22*/'*2"$?"#(&&"+$"-(,".%2.$,*i1&&"+-(,"01+-*2*'"%."(/"1'$21+($/8"+-*"
4$,+",*&?&*,,"*4$+($/"$?"#-(3-"$%2"/1+%2*"(,"31.16&*:X""[M(&&(14"J*4.&*\"
"
CJ2%*"#$2,-(.".%&&,"+$0*+-*2"+-*"3$/,3(*/3*8"-*12+8"4(/'8"(410(/1+($/8"1/'"
#(&&:"M-*/"+-*,*"3$1&*,3*"(/"%/(?(*'"*D.2*,,($/8"&(?*"?(/',"(+,"4*1/(/0^:"
M$2,-(."6(/',"+-*"'(9*2,(+(*,"$?"$%2"/1+%2*"1/'"0(9*,"(+"1"%/(+5"$?"
*D.2*,,($/:""F(?*"(,"/$"&$/0*2"?2104*/+*':"F(?*"(,"%/(?(*':C"[R19("j13-12(1,\""

!
J-*,*"+#$"V%$+*,"6*1%+(?%&&5"3$44%/(31+*"+-1+"C#$2,-(.C"*/3$4.1,,*,"
+-*"#-$&*"$?"&(?*:"M$2,-(."(,"/$+"1",.*3(1&8",*.121+*"13+(9(+5"(/"+-*"&(?*"$?"1"
@-2(,+(1/"U"(+"(,"+-*"&(?*,+5&*"$?"1"@-2(,+(1/:"M$2,-(."(,"/$+",$4*+-(/0"
2*&*01+*'"+$"C#$2,-(.",*29(3*,C"U"(+"(,"1"C#15"$?"&(?*C"U"W;"H*#"1/'"F(9(/0"
M15C8"#-(3-"(,""in spirit and truth".""""""
"
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I%2"G/0&(,-"#$2'8"C#$2,-(.C8"4*1/,"+$"1++2(6%+*"#$2+-"+$"1/"$67*3+:"J$"
#$2,-(."Q$'"(,"+$"1,32(6*"+$"N(4",%.2*4*"#$2+-8"?$2"N*"1&$/*"(,"#$2+-5:$'"
@$&$,,(1/,"dKdc"('*/+(?(*,"a*,%,"1,""the head of the body, the church. He is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead.""J-*"9*2,*"0$*,"$/"+$"+*&&"%,"+-1+8"
6*31%,*"N*"(,"+-*"N*1'"1/'"+-*"A*0(//(/0"1/'"+-*"B(2,+8""He has the 

preeminence in all things":"J2%*"#$2,-(."U"(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-"U"(,"
1%+-*/+(31&&5"0(9(/0"@-2(,+"?(2,+".&13*"(/"*9*25+-(/0"U"(/"1&&"1,.*3+,"$?"$%2"

&(?*:""""
"
;/"$9*29(*#"$?"+-*"6(6&(31&"#$2',"1,,$3(1+*'"#(+-"C#$2,-(.C".$(/+"+$"+#$"
2*&1+*'"3$/3*.+,K"C,%22*/'*2C"1/'"C,*29(3*C:"J-*"?(2,+"4*/+($/"$?"+-*"#$2'"
C#$2,-(.C"(/"+-*"N*62*#"A(6&*"(,"(/"2*?*2*/3*"+$"#-1+";621-14",1('"-*"1/'"
!,113"#*2*"16$%+"+$"'$"1,"1/"13+"$?",132(?(3*:%)"!+"(,"+-*"N*62*#"#$2'"
,-13-1-%(8"4*1/(/0"+$"6$#"'$#/"(/"-$410*:%*"J-*"N*62*#"#$2'8"161'8"(,"
?$%/'"4$2*"$?+*/:"!+"4*1/,"+-*"#$2)"$2",*29(3*"$?"1"6$/'",*291/+:"[I/*"31/"
,**"#-5"E1%&"&()*'"+-*"+(+&*"C6$/',*291/+C"?$2"-(4,*&?8%!"1,"'('"a14*,8"E*+*28"
1/'"a%'*:%"\"J-*2*"12*"1&,$"+#$"Q2**)"#$2',"?$%/'"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"
+21/,&1+*'"1,"C#$2,-(.CK".2$,)%/*$"4*1/(/0"+$"6$#"'$#/"-$410*b%#"1/'8"

 
69 Cf. Psalm 29:1-2; 96:7-9 
70 Genesis 22:5 
71 Strong's # 7812 
72 There are earlier mentions of "calling on the Lord" (qara, Strong's # 7121) sometimes translated "worship" 
(Genesis 4:26; 12:8), which is certainly a component of worship (prayer), but not the essence of the meaning of 
worship. 
73 Romans 1:1; Philippians 1:1; Titus 1:1; also 2 Corinthians 4:5; Galatians 1:10. 
74 James 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1; Jude 1:1. 
75 Strong's # 4352 
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&1+2*(1"8"4*1/(/0"#$2)"$2",*29(3*:%$"!"#$%&'"0(9*"+-(,"1,"1"#$2)(/0"'*?(/(+($/"
$?"#$2,-(.K"M$2,-(."(,"1"&(?*,+5&*"$?",%22*/'*2"1/'",*29(3*""+$"Q$':"
"
 
 

 
76 Strong's # 2999 
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Elements of Worship 
 
;,"!Z9*",1('8"+-*",(0/(?(31/+"+-(/0"+$"%/'*2,+1/'"16$%+"#$2,-(."(,"+-1+"(+"(,"1"
&(?*,+5&*:"!+"0$*,"6*5$/'"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&"13+(9(+(*,"+1)(/0".&13*"(/"C#$2,-(."
,*29(3*,C"U"(+"-1,"+$"'$"#(+-"-$#"#*"&(9*"+-*"#-$&*"$%2"&(9*,"6*?$2*"Q$':""
"
N19(/0",1('"+-1+8"(/"+-*,*"12+(3&*,8"!"14"1&,$"1''2*,,(/0"+-*"(4.&(31+($/,"$?"
H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."$/".12+(3%&12"13+(9(+(*,"U"/14*&58"+*13-(/08"

?*&&$#,-(.8".215*28"1/'"62*1)(/0"$?"62*1':%%"J-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"12*"#-1+"!"

14"2*?*22(/0"+$"1,"C*&*4*/+,"$?"#$2,-(.C:"J-*"?%/'14*/+1&"*&*4*/+"$?"
#$2,-(."(,"F!L!HQ";"F!BG8"&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+8"(/",%22*/'*2"1/'",*29(3*"C+$"

+-*".21(,*"$?"N(,"0&$25C%&:"J-(,"(,"+-*"9*25".%2.$,*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"
B2$4"+-(,"?$%/'1+($/"$?"1",%22*/'*2*'"&(?*,+5&*"+-*"$+-*2"C*&*4*/+,C"$?"
+*13-(/08"?*&&$#,-(.8".215*28"1/'"62*1)(/0"$?"62*1'"12*",*29*'"?$2"+-*"
"perfecting (completing, maturing) of the saints".%'"!"&()*"+$"2*?*2"+$"+-*,*"$+-*2"
C*&*4*/+,C"$?"+*13-(/08"?*&&$#,-(.8".215*28"1/'"62*1)(/0"$?"62*1'"1,"WA$'(&5"
B%/3+($/,X:"
"
M$2,-(."(,8"65"/1+%2*8"Q$'Y3*/+*2*':"A%+"+-*,*"CA$'(&5"B%/3+($/,X"12*8"65"
/1+%2*8".*$.&*Y3*/+*2*':"N$#*9*28"(?"+-*5"12(,*"1,".12+"$?"$%2"*9*25'15"
&(?*,+5&*8"&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+8"+-*5"+$$"12*"13+,"$?"#$2,-(.:"J-*5"12*"+2%&5"
C*&*4*/+,"$?"#$2,-(.C"IHF_"!B"+-*5"12*"&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"1/'"(/3$2.$21+*'"

 
77 Acts 2:42 
78 Ephesians 1:6, 12, 14 
79 Ephesians 4:11-16. "perfecting" (Greek: katartismos, Strong's # 2677) 
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(/+$"$%2"*9*25'15"&(?*,+5&*:"M-5"14"!",15(/0"+-(,`"J-*"4$4*/+"#*"
C,1321&(T*C&)"+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"65",*++(/0"+-*4"1.12+"(/",.*3(1&&5",3-*'%&*'"

+(4*,"1/'".&13*,"+-*5"6*3$4*"CJ*3-/(V%*C&("U""elemental principles of 

the world""[*9*/"('$&,\"1/'"3*1,*"+$"6*"+2%*"*&*4*/+,"$?"H*#"@$9*/1/+"
#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-:"J-(,"(,"+-*"417$2"+-*4*"#-(3-"2%/,"+-2$%0-"
+-*,*"12+(3&*,:"

"

 
80 “Sacralization” is something I will be referring to often in other articles. The word refers to the donning of 
activities to be “sacred” – that is, “set apart” from that which is common.  
81 A term coined by Jacques Ellul which we will discuss in another article.  
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Custom or Command 
 
M*"/**'"+$"1,)"$%2,*&9*,"+-(,"V%*,+($/K"!,"+-*".213+(3*"$?"+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,8"1,"
'$/*"(/"3$/9*/+($/1&"C#$2,-(.",*29(3*,C8"13+%1&&5"#$2,-(.`"P$"+-*5"+2%&5"
2*.2*,*/+"1"6(6&(31&".*2,.*3+(9*"$/"#$2,-(.`&*"!/"-(,"6$$)8">+1/"B(2+-"?214*,"
+-*"V%*,+($/"+-(,"#15K"!,"'$(/0"+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"1+"C#$2,-(.",*29(3*,C"1"
3%,+$4"$2"1"3$441/'`""
"
A%+"+-*2*"12*"$+-*2"V%*,+($/,"+$"6*"1,)*'"1,"#*&&K"!,"+-1+"2*1&&5"1"3$441/'"
(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+`"I2"(,"+-1+"1"3%,+$4"3122(*'"$9*2"?2$4"+-*"I&'"
@$9*/1/+`";2*"C#$2,-(.",*29(3*,C"(/"1/'"$?"+-*4,*&9*,"1",-1'$#"$?"I&'"
@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(.`"!,"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(.",$4*+-(/0"2*&*01+*'"+$"
C3-%23-"4**+(/0,C`"!,"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."U"#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-"U"
,+2%3+%2*'"(/"1"4(/(,+25",3-*'%&*`"I2"%/,+2%3+%2*'"(/"1"&(?*"?&$#"1,"&*'"65"
+-*">.(2(+`""

"
;"417$2".$(/+"(/"B(2+-Z,"6$$)&*+"(,"+-1+"4$2*"1/'"4$2*".*$.&*"-19*"?$%/'"
+-1+"1/"C%/,+2%3+%2*'C"1..2$13-"-1,"0(9*/"+-*4"4$2*"+(4*"1/'"4$2*"
?2**'$4"+$"6*"&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"(/"+-*(2"4(/(,+25"+$"$+-*2".*$.&*:"!"+-(/)"+-(,"(,"

 
82 I will not discuss "how the world has crept into the Church", except to point out: If these conventional 
activities are not something generated by the Spirit, this could explain why ministry leaders have felt it 
necessary to introduce entertainment into their church services - in order to make it seem like time well-spent. 
But this could also explain why more and more people have quit attending these church services altogether: 
They can find entertainment in many other places; and are not necessarily looking for or expecting to find 
entertainment when they “go to church”. 
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V%(+*"+2%*b"6%+8"-19(/0"4$2*"+(4*"1/'"?2**'$4"+$"4(/(,+*2"+$"$/*"1/$+-*2&!-(,"
/$+"/*3*,,12(&5"+-*"-*12+"1/'"*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"!"6*&(*9*"+-1+"(,"
7%,+"$/*"2*,%&+"6%+"/$+"+-*"3$2*"$?"+-*".%2.$,*,"$?"Q$':"N*"-1,"41'*"1"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"(/"@-2(,+"U"1"CH*#"1/'"F(9(/0"M15C"?$2"C#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-C"
?$2"+-*"?$&&$#(/0".%2.$,*,K"?$2"R*9*&1+($/"$?"@-2(,+8"?$2"R*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"
@-2(,+8"#(+-"1"9(*#"+$"+-*"R*?&*3+($/"$?"@-2(,+:"M-*2*1,"3$/9*/+($/1&"
02$%.,"12*"(/+*/+($/1&&5".*$.&*Y3*/+*2*'8"1%+-*/+(3"H*#"@$9*/1/+"
@-2(,+(1/(+5"(,"(/+*/+($/1&&5"@-2(,+Y3*/+*2*':""
"

 
83 This is a major aspect of Firth's overall perspective. In fact, doing the "one anothers" is a major emphasis of 
most so-called "organic" house churches. http://www.remarkablereplacementarmy.com/the-shape-of-the-
church/  
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Sacralized Shadows 
 
M-*2*1,"3$/9*/+($/1&"[I&'"@$9*/1/+\"2*&(0($/"41)*,"1",*.121+($/"6*+#**/"
+-*,*",1321&(T*'"13+(9(+(*,"1/'"*9*25Y'15"&(?*8"H*#"@$9*/1/+"@-2(,+(1/(+5"
41)*"/$",%3-",*.121+($/:""""
"
A%+"+-*"3$2*"$?"+-*".2$6&*4"&(*,"'**.*2K8"12*"+-*"?$3%,"$?"I&'"@$9*/1/+"
2*&(0($/:"M-*2*1,8"2*&1+(/0"+$"+-*"E*2,$/"$?"@-2(,+"Cg<kSC8"1,"(+"#*2*8"(,"+-*"
?$3%,"$?"H*#"@$9*/1/+"@-2(,+(1/(+5:"!/"?13+8"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"2*?*22*'"+$"
+-*,*",.*3(1&8",1321&8",*.121+*'8",+2%3+%2*'"13+(9(+(*,"1,"I&'"@$9*/1/+"
"things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance 
belongs to Christ:C&""J-*"'(??*2*/3*"6*+#**/"C,-1'$#C"1/'"C,%6,+1/3*C"(,"
+-*"'(??*2*/3*"6*+#**/"2*&(0($%,"13+(9(+(*,"1/'"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"+-*"E*2,$/"
$?"@-2(,+:""""
"
;4"!",15(/0"+-1+"#*",-$%&'"/$+"-19*"+*13-(/08"?*&&$#,-(.8".215*2"1/'"
62*1)(/0"$?"62*1'`"H$8"!"14"/$+",15(/0"+-1+:"B(2+-"41)*,"+-*".$(/+"+-1+"#-(&*"
41/5".*$.&*",+(&&".2*?*2"+-*"3%,+$4"$?"'$(/0"+-*,*"+-(/0,"(/"1",+2%3+%2*'"#15"
[-%41/&5"$201/(T*'\8"+-*2*"12*"1"02$#(/0"/%46*2"$?".*$.&*"#-$"-19*"
,+12+*'"'$(/0"+-*,*"+-(/0,"(/"1/"%/,+2%3+%2*'"#15"[N$&5">.(2(+Y$201/(T*'\8"
1/'8"1,"-*"1++*4.+,"+$".$(/+"$%+"(/"+-*",32(.+%2*,8"+-*5"12*"/$+"9($&1+(/0"1/5"
'(9(/*"3$441/',:";/'"#(+-"+-(,"!"102**:""

 

 
84 Colossians 2:17 
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New Covenant Discipleship 
 
a*,%,"3$44(,,($/*'"%,"+$"W41)*"'(,3(.&*,X"$?"N(4,*&?:"!f&&"102**"+-1+"
'(,3(.&(/0"(/3$2.$21+*,"+*13-(/08"?*&&$#,-(.8".215*2"1/'"62*1)(/0"$?"62*1'8"
1&+-$%0-"!"6*&(*9*"#*"/**'"+$"W+1)*"1/$+-*2"&$$)X"1+"+-$,*"13+(9(+(*,:&#"A%+"1,"
>+1/"B(2+-"1,),K"!,"'$(/0"+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"1+"C#$2,-(.",*29(3*,C"1"3%,+$4"$2"1"
3$441/'`"M*"31/"1&,$"1,)"?%2+-*2K"P$"+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"/**'"+$"+1)*".&13*"
(/",.*3(1&8",1321&8",*.121+*'8",+2%3+%2*'"W3-%23-"4**+(/0,X`"
"
!"-19*"3$/3&%'*'"+-1+"+-*2*"(,"1&,$"1",.(2(+%1&"02$#+-"?13+$2"+$"3$/,('*2:"
>+2%3+%2*"1/'"'(,3(.&(/*"12*"+-$%0-+"+$"6*"1"/*3*,,(+5"(/"*12&5"3-(&'-$$':"!"
#-$&*Y-*12+*'&5"102**"+-1+"C/*#C"@-2(,+(1/,"/**'"/%2+%2(/0"1/'"3%&+(91+(/0:"
J-*5"/**'"+$"6*",.(2(+%1&&5"?*'"U"$2"6*++*28"+-*5"/**'"+$"6*"+21(/*'"+$"?**'"
+-*4,*&9*,"(/"+-*"M$2'"1/'">.(2(+"$?"@-2(,+:"J-*5"/**'",.(2(+%1&".12*/+,8"$2"
4*/+$2,"+$"'(,3(.&*"+-*4:"P(,3(.&*,-(."(,"/*3*,,125"[1/'"3$44(,,($/*'\:"
A%+"Y".12+(3%&12&5"(?"+-*,*"C/*#C"@-2(,+(1/,"12*"/$+"C5$%/0C"(/"10*"Y"!"'$/Z+"
6*&(*9*"+-1+"'(,3(.&*,-(."4%,+"+1)*".&13*"(/",.*3(1&"13+(9(+(*,8"(/",*.121+*'"
+(4*,"1/'".&13*,:";01(/8"+-(,"1..2$13-",(4.&5".2$4$+*,"6*3$4(/0",)(&&*'"(/"
+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"1/'"/$+"+-*".%2,%(+"$?"2*&1+($/,-(."$?")/$#(/0"1/'"
%/'*2,+1/'(/0"+-*"E*2,$/"$?"@-2(,+:"J-1+"(,"HIJ"H*#"@$9*/1/+"
'(,3(.&*,-(.:""""

 
85 Suggested reading: My articles Discipleship & The Equipping Ministries, Apostolic Teaching, The 
Fellowship of the Spirit, From Children to a Mature Man, The Foundation of the Apostles & 
Prophets, Laying the Foundation, Hearing What the Spirit Says to the Church, Seeking the Lord, 
Breaking of Bread, all of which are freely available in .PDF format by emailing: AtChristsTable@gmail.com      
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"
;&,$K"J-$,*"@-2(,+(1/,"#-$"-19*"*D.*2(*/3*'"-*1&+-5",.(2(+%1&"02$#+-8"$?+*/"
?**&"+-*5"12*"6*(/0"3$/,+1/+&5"'(,+213+*'"?2$4"+-*(2"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"@-2(,+8"
1,"#*&&"1,8"-(/'*2*'"(/"+-*(2"6*(/0"+1%0-+"1/'"&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+8"(?"+-*5"4%,+"
,%64(+"+$"+-*".2$021441+(3",3-*'%&*"$?"-%41/&5"$201/(T*'"3-%23-"
,+2%3+%2*,:""
"
H$#"(+"415"6*"3$%/+*2*'"+-1+"41/5"@-2(,+(1/,8"(/"?13+8"'$"/$+"?**&"+-(,"#158"
1/'"12*"21+-*2",1+(,?(*'"#(+-"+-*".2$0214,"$?"-%41/&5"$201/(T*'"3-%23-"
,+2%3+%2*,:"!"#$%&'"102**"+-1+"+-(,"(,".2$616&5"+2%*"U",1'8"6%+"+2%*:"A%+"
02$%.,"31//$+"$??*2"#-1+"+-*5"'$"/$+"-19*:"@$/,*V%*/+&58"41/5".*$.&*"
-19*"/$+"6**/"0(9*/"+-*"$..$2+%/(+5"+$"*D.*2(*/3*"4$2*",.(2(+%1&"2*1&(+5"U"
1/'"+-*5",(4.&5"'$"/$+")/$#"+-1+"+-*2*"(,"4$2*:"J-(,"(,"+-*"(/,('($%,"+-(/0"
$?"+-*"#-$&*"1??1(2K"Q$'Z,".%2.$,*"(,"'#12?*'8"1/'".*$.&*"4(,,"+-*"2*1&(+5"

$?"@-2(,+"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"6*31%,*8"65"(+,".213+(3*8"+-*"9(,(6&*"

@-%23-&$"3$44%/(31+*,"+-1+"+-(,",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"(,"

1%+-*/+(3"@-2(,+(1/(+5:"J-(,"(,"02(*9$%,:""""""

"
!"'$/Z+"6*&(*9*"!"14"6*(/0"0&(6"(/",15(/0"+-1+"(/"1"9*25"2*1&",*/,*"!"1/'"41/5"
$+-*2,"-19*"C$%+Y02$#/C"+-*",+2%3+%2*'"1..2$13-"+$"3-%23-"&(?*"1/'"4(/(,+25:"
!"?**&"1+"&(6*2+5"+$",15"+-1+"6*31%,*8"+-*"#2(+*2"+$"+-*"N*62*#,",1('"+-1+"+-*,*"
,.*3(1&8",1321&8",*.121+*'8",+2%3+%2*'"13+(9(+(*,"-19*8"(/'**'8"6**/"41'*"

 
86 I believe the perfection of the Church exists now in the spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:27) It is God's purpose and 
our calling to manifest that perfection in the visible Church. The visible Church contains "wheat and tares" - 
many imperfections. What now exists in the spirit will not be fully manifest until the coming age.  
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C$6,$&*+*C"65"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:&%"J-*2*?$2*8"!"+-(/)"(+"(,"V%(+*"2*1,$/16&*"
+-1+"!8"1/'"41/5"$+-*2,8"-19*"?$%/'"+-*,*",.*3(1&8",1321&8",*.121+*'8"
,+2%3+%2*'"13+(9(+(*,"+$"6*"C$6,$&*+*C"(/"+-*"@-2(,+(1/"&(?*:""""
"

 
87 Hebrews 8:13 
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Shadow, Technique, & Idolatry 
 
!/"?13+8"!"14".%,-(/0"+-*"(,,%*"?%2+-*2"65",15(/0"+-1+"+-*".213+(3*"$?"+-*,*"
13+(9(+(*,8",*.121+*'"(/+$",.*3(1&"+(4*,"1/'".&13*,"(/"1"-%41/&5",+2%3+%2*'"
#158"(,"13+%1&&5"-(/'*2(/0"+-*"9(,(6&*"3-%23-"?2$4"+-*"2*1&(+5"$?"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+:"J-*5"-19*"C3$4*"+$"@-2(,+C"(/"+-*(2".*2,$/1&"&(9*,8"6%+"(/"+-*(2"
,-12*'"&(9*,8"3$/+(/%(/0"(/"#-1+"-1,""faded away"8""a veil still remains":&&-J-*"
C9*(&C"(,"+-(,"C6$'5C"$?",.*3(1&8",*.121+*'8",+2%3+%2*'"U",1321&"13+(9(+(*,"

+-*5"'$"+$0*+-*2:&'""@$/,*V%*/+&58"+-*"?$3%,"2*41(/,"$/"+-*,*"C,.*3(1&C"
13+(9(+(*,"(/,+*1'"$?"$/"@-2(,+:"J-1+"(,"#-1+"!"4*1/"65"&(9(/0"%/'*2"+-*"
,-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"Y"+-*"C,-1'$#C"(,"4(,+1)*/"?$2"+-*"CR*1&(+5C:"
J-*"2*&(0($%,"+-(/0"[+(4*,8".&13*,8"13+(9(+(*,\"6*3$4*,"+-*"?$3%,"21+-*2"+-1/"
2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"@-2(,+:"R*&1+(/0"+$"@-2(,+"6*3$4*,"2*&*01+*'"+$"$/&5"+-$,*"
,1321&(T*'8",.*3(1&8",*.121+*'8",+2%3+%2*'"+(4*,8".&13*,8"1/'"13+(9(+(*,"[9(T:"
C3-%23-"4**+(/0,Z\8"(/,+*1'"$?"C.213+(3(/0"+-*".2*,*/3*C"$?"@-2(,+"g<kS8"1/'"
,**)(/0"+$",%22*/'*2"*9*25",(+%1+($/"(/"*9*25"1,.*3+"$?"'1(&5"&(?*"(/",*29(3*"

+$"+-*"&$2',-(."$?"@-2(,+8"(/"$+-*2"#$2',8"6*(/0"W&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+C:""
"
J-*"2*&(0($%,"W+*3-/(V%*X"+1)*,"+-*".&13*"$?"Q$'"U"&(+*21&&5"U"(/"+-1+8"+-*"
,)(&&?%&".213+(3*"$?"2*&(0($%,"+*3-/(V%*,"$33%.(*,"+-*".2*Y*4(/*/+".&13*"(/"+-*"
,.(2(+%1&"&(?*"21+-*2"+-1/"+-*"E*2,$/"$?"@-2(,+"$33%.5(/0"+-*".2*Y*4(/*/+"
.&13*:""
"

 
88 Cf. 2 Corinthians 3:12-17 
89 Cf. Hebrews 10:20 (NIV) 
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!'$&1+25"(,"'*?(/*'"1,".%++(/0",$4*+-(/0"(/"+-*".&13*"$?"Q$':"J-%,8"1%+-*/+(3"
#$2,-(."(,"2*.&13*'"#(+-"1"2*&(0($,(+5"+-1+"(,"/$+-(/0",-$2+"$?"('$&1+25"U"C0$$'C"
#$2),8"6%+"'*1'"#$2),:"!",15"C'*1'"#$2),C"(/"+-*",*/,*"+-1+"+-*5"'$"/$+"&*1'"
+$",.(2(+%1&"&(?*"(?"$/*"'$*,"/$+")/$#"Q$'"(/"1"9(+1&"2*&1+($/,-(."(/"+-*">.(2(+:"
;,"a*,%,",1('"$?"+-*">1412(+1/"#$41/"1+"+-*"#*&&8"41/5"12*"C#$2,-(..(/0C"
1"Q$'"+-*5"'$"/$+")/$#:')""""
"

 
90 John 4:22 
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A Poor Witness 
 
J-(,"+5.*"$?"C3-2(,+(1/(+5C'(".%+,"?$2+-"1".$$2"#(+/*,,K";,"#*")/$#8"$%2"?1(+-"
(,"/$+"$/&5"3$44%/(31+*'"65"#-1+"#*",158"6%+"1&,$"65"#-1+"#*"'$:"!/"?13+8"
+$'158"#-1+"@-2(,+(1/,",15"3122(*,"(/32*1,(/0&5"&(++&*".$,(+(9*"(/?&%*/3*"(/"
,$3(*+5:";/'8"1,"a14*,",1('8"CM*">NIM"$%2"?1(+-"65"#-1+"#*"12*"'$(/0:C'*"
JN;J"(,"+-*".2(4125"#(+/*,,"+$",$3(*+5:""
"
I/*"31/"*1,(&5",**"+-*"+2%+-"(/"+-*",+1+*4*/+"41'*"65"]12,-1&&"]3F%-1/8"
CJ-*"4*'(%4"(,"+-*"4*,,10*:C'!"A5"+-(,"(,"4*1/+"+-1+"1"3$44%/(31+($/"
4*'(%4"1??*3+,",$3(*+5"/$+"$/&5"65"+-*"3$/+*/+"'*&(9*2*'"$9*2"+-*"4*'(%48"
6%+"1&,$"65"+-*"3-1213+*2(,+(3,"$?"+-*"4*'(%4"(+,*&?:"!/"$+-*2"#$2',8"+-(,"+5.*"
$?"2*&(0($%,"13+(9(+(*,Y$2(*/+*'"C@-2(,+(1/(+5C".%+,"?$2+-"+-*"#(+/*,,"+-1+",%3-"
(,"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"Q$'"(/",*/'(/0"+-*"@-2(,+"U"2*&(0($%,"13+(9(+(*,:"M-*2*1,8"
+-*".%2.$,*"$?"Q$'"(,8"(/"?13+8"*+*2/1&"&(?*"U"C)/$#(/0"+-*"$/&5"+2%*"Q$'"

1/'"a*,%,"@-2(,+"#-$4"N*"-1,",*/+C:'"""
"
J-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"*/3$%210*,"%,"+$"&*+"C+-*"#$2'"$?"@-2(,+"'#*&&"2(3-&5C"(/"
$%2"4(',+:"A%+",$"41/5"$/&5")/$#"2*&(0($%,"13+(9(+(*,"1/'"/$+"@-2(,+:"
J-*2*?$2*8"+-*"4*'(%4"U"+-*(2"2*&(0($%,"13+(9(+(*,"Y"(,"+-*(2"$/&5"4*,,10*"
6*31%,*"+-1+"(,"+-*(2"$/&5"C2*1&(+5C"[#-(3-"(,"13+%1&&5"$/&5"1",-1'$#\:">$8"+-*"

 
91 It is more accurate to refer to it as "Christendom". 
92 James 2:18 
93 Marshall McLuhan, known as a pioneer in media theory, coined the phrase "The medium is the message." in 
his book, "Understanding Media" (1964). 
94 John 17:3 
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4*,,10*"$?"+-*(2"#(+/*,,"+$",$3(*+5"(,K"CQ*+"%."*12&5">%/'15"4$2/(/0"1/'"
3$4*"+$"$%2"3-%23-"4**+(/0:"M*"12*"0$(/0"+$"&(,+*/"+$"1",*24$/8",(/0"1"
,$/08"2*3*(9*"1",13214*/+"1/'",15"1".215*2:C"!,"(+"2*1&&5"9*25",%2.2(,(/0"+-1+"
.*$.&*"12*"/$+"(/+*2*,+*'`""""""
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“The Elementary Principles of the World” 
 
;01(/8"!"#(&&".%,-"+-*"(,,%*"*9*/"?%2+-*2"65",15(/0"+-(,K"!".%2.$2+"+-1+"+-*"
,.(2(+%1&"3$/'(+($/"#-(3-"!"-19*"6**/"'*,32(6(/0"(,"+-*"2*,%&+"$?"1/"
(/+*/+($/1&"1/'"1'9*2,12(1&"*??$2+"65"“the rulers, powers and world forces 

of darkness”'#"+$"-(/'*2"Q$'Z,".%2.$,*"?$2"+-*"@-%23-"1/'"(+,"#(+/*,,"+$"

+-*"#$2&'"Y"+-1+"(,8"+$"-(/'*2"+-*"41/(?*,+1+($/"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"!"
-19*"3$4*"+$",**"(/"+-*",32(.+%2*"+-1+"+-(,"-(/'21/3*"U"+-(,",.(2(+%1&"9*(&8"(?"
5$%"#(&&8"31/"6*"('*/+(?(*'"1,""the elementary principles of the world""U"+-*"ta 

stoicheia tou kosmou Y"#-(3-"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"2*?*2,"+$:'$";/'"+-*,*"
"elementary principles of the world"8"12*8"(/"?13+8"+$$&,"$?"“the rulers, powers and 

world forces of darkness”"101(/,+"#-(3-"E1%&",1('"#*"12*",+2%00&(/0:'%""
"
M*"#(&&",.*1)"4$2*"$?"+-*,*"+-(/0,b"6%+"?(2,+8"!Z'"&()*"+$"'(,3%,,"+-*"6(6&(31&"
3$/+*D+"(/"#-(3-"#*"?(/'"+-*,*""elemental principles of the world":"J-*5"12*"
?$%/'8"/$+",%2.2(,(/0&58"(/"+-*""philosophy and empty deception, according to the 

tradition of men":'&"A%+8".$,,(6&5",$4*#-1+",%2.2(,(/0&58"+-*5"12*"1&,$"?$%/'"
(/"+-*"a*#(,-"R$$+,"$?"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-''8"#-(3-"(,"+-*"+$.(3"$?"+-*"/*D+"
12+(3&*:())""

 
95 Ephesians 6:12 
96 Galatians 4:3, 9 & Colossians 2:8, 20. 
97 Ephesians 6:12 
98 Colossians 2:8-23 
99 Galatians 4:1-11 and 21-26 
100 The astute reader may be thinking: "But the Mosaic Law WAS GIVEN BY GOD." That is true. But God 
later made that law "obsolete", replacing it with a New Covenant. A primary argument in these articles is this: 
To insist on continuing in that which God has discontinued, is both grievous to the Holy Spirit and inhibiting to 
the purpose of God and people of God.   In these articles, I am attempting to explain how something like the law 
given by God to Israel can equate with "the elementary principles of the world" – specifically, when after God 
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4. Old Covenant Undertow 
in the Early Church 

 

Introduction 
 
]$,+"&()*&5"#-*/"+-*"2*1'*2"-1,"6**/"*D.$,*'"+$".2*,*/+1+($/,"$?"+-*"
Ca*#(,-"R$$+,"(/"@-2(,+(1/(+5C8"1&$/0"#(+-"I&'"J*,+14*/+"C+5.*,"1/'"
,-1'$#,C"$?"@-2(,+8"(+"(,"$?+*/"+-*"31,*"+-1+"a*#(,-"2(+%1&,8"3%,+$4,"1/'"
+21'(+($/,"1,,$3(1+*'"#(+-"a*#(,-"?*1,+,"12*"1&,$".2*,*/+*'8"1/'"+-*"
,%00*,+($/"(,"41'*"+-1+"@-2(,+(1/,"415"6*",.(2(+%1&&5"*/2(3-*'"+-2$%0-"+-*"
.213+(3*"$?"+-*,*"1,"?$24,"$?"#$2,-(.:()(""!/"+-(,"12+(3&*8"45"0$1&"(,"
'(14*+2(31&&5"+-*"$..$,(+*:">$8"1+"+-*"$%+,*+8"!"#$%&'"&()*"+$"41)*"+-*"
,+1+*4*/+"+-1+"45",$&*"$67*3+(9*"(/".2*,*/+(/0"1"31,*"?$2"+-*"a*#(,-"
(/?&%*/3*"$/"#$2,-(."(/"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-"(,8"(/"+-*"*/'8"+$",%..$2+"+-*"

('*1"+-1+"+-(,"(/?&%*/3*"#1,8"(/"?13+8"#-1+"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"#1,"

1''2*,,(/0"(/"-(,"*.(,+&*"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,"1/'"*V%1+(/0"#(+-""the 

elementary principles of the world":()*""""
"

 
has rendered that law "obsolete", and people, deceived by spiritual forces, continue to worship under the 
shadow of the Old Covenant instead of the New Covenant. 
101 e.g., Observing and celebrating the Jewish feasts and partaking of Seder Meal, et. al, as is commonly done in 
Messianic Christian movements.   
102 Galatians 4:1-11 and 21-26. As we will see, Paul also spoke of "the elementary principles of the world" in 
his epistle to the Colossians. In his letter to the Galatians, he was addressing the first century Judaizers' 
influence of mixing Jewish customs and practices based on the Law of Moses with Christianity. And in his 
letter to the Colossians, he was addressing the early influence of Jewish Gnosticism in first century Christianity.   
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H$#8"(+"(,"45".*2,$/1&"3$/9(3+($/"+-1+"GLGR_"+5.*"1/'",-1'$#"(/"+-*"I&'"
J*,+14*/+"#1,"(/,.(2*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$'"?$2"$/*".%2.$,*"1/'"$/*"
.%2.$,*"$/&5K"+$"2*9*1&"+-*"@-2(,+:"H$+"$/&5"(,"+-*"2*9*&1+($/"$?"a*,%,"
@-2(,+"+-*"?%/'14*/+1&"/**'"$?"+-$,*"a*#,",+(&&"#1(+(/0"?$2"+-*"3$4(/0"$?"
]*,,(1-8"6%+"+-*"2*9*&1+($/"$?"+-*"@-2(,+"U"6*0(//(/0"#(+-"+-*"I&'"J*,+14*/+"
+5.*,"1/'",-1'$#,"Y"(,"1&,$"+-*"I/*">%2*"B$%/'1+($/"$?"+-*"@-2(,+(1/"
@-%23-:()!"!"14"+$+1&&5"3$44(++*'"+$"1%+-*/+(3"@-2(,+Y3*/+*2*'/*,,:"
J-*2*?$2*8"!"-$&'"1".2*3($%,".&13*"?$2"+-*"@-2(,+Y2*9*1&(/0"+5.*,"1/'"
,-1'$#,"$?"+-*"I&'"J*,+14*/+:"!"6*&(*9*"2*?*22(/0"+$"+-*,*"1,"Ca*#(,-"R$$+,"
(/"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-X"(,"&(+*21&&5"133%21+*:""
"
N$#*9*28"+-*"+*24"Ca*#(,-"R$$+,C"(,"4$,+"3$44$/&5"%,*'"+$"2*?*2"+$"+-$,*"
a*#(,-"2(+%1&,8"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"61,*'"(/"+-*"I&'"J*,+14*/+"?$24,"$?"
+*4.&*"1/'",5/10$0%*"#$2,-(.:">$8"?$2"$%2".2*,*/+"'(,3%,,($/8"+-1+"(,"+-*"
%,10*"!"14"1++2(6%+(/0"+-*"+*24"Ca*#(,-"R$$+,C"U"/14*&58"a*#(,-"2(+%1&,8"
3%,+$4,8"1/'"+21'(+($/,:"J-(,"(,"V%(+*"'(??*2*/+"?2$4"+-*"$+-*2"@-2(,+Y
3*/+*2*'"4*1/(/0:""
"

 
103 Matthew 16:18; 2 Timothy 2:19; Hebrews 5:12-6:2 
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Jewish Roots in the Acts of the Apostles 
 
J-*"31,*"?$2"+-*"*D(,+*/3*"$?"Ca*#(,-"R$$+,C"(/"+-*"#$2,-(."$?"+-*"G12&5"
@-%23-"(,"#*&&"'$3%4*/+*':"]1/5"1%+-$2,"-19*"'$/*"1"?(/*"7$6"$?"
*,+16&(,-(/0"+-(,"1,"-(,+$2(31&"?13+:()""]$2*"(4.$2+1/+&58"#-1+"#*",**"
2*.$2+*'"(/"+-*,*"#2(+(/0,"$/"G12&5"@-%23-"-(,+$25"(,"3$/?(24*'"65",32(.+%2*"U"
41(/&5"?2$4"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,:""
"
F%)*"#2$+*"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,",$4*"e="5*12,()#"1?+*2"+-*"F$2'"1,3*/'*':"_*+8"
#-*/"F%)*"2*?*22*'"+$"+-*"'(,+1/3*"6*+#**/"a*2%,1&*4"1/'"+-*"]$%/+"$?"
I&(9*,8"-*"%,*'"+-*".-21,*8"C1">1661+-"'15Z,"#1&)C"U",+(&&"%,(/0"R166(/(31&"
a*#(,-"9*2/13%&12:"J-*"?(2,+"'(,3(.&*,"1/'"1.$,+&*,"(/"a*2%,1&*4"#*2*",+(&&"
*D.*3+(/0"a*,%,"+$"*,+16&(,-"+-*")(/0'$4"+-*2*"(/"a*2%,1&*4:()$"!"+-(/)"
+-*,*"+#$"?13+,"6*0(/"+$"0(9*"%,",$4*"(/'(31+($/"$?"+-*".*291'(/0"a*#(,-"
4(/',*+"$?"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-:""
"
I/"+-*"P15"$?"E*/+*3$,+8"E*+*2"-1'"$..$2+%/(+5"+$"(/,+2%3+"-(,"1%'(*/3*"+-1+"
+-*58"(/"?13+8"/$"&$/0*2"/**'*'"+$"7$%2/*5"+$"a*2%,1&*4"+$"3*&*621+*"+-*"
a*#(,-"?*1,+,8()%"6%+"-*"'('"/$+"(/'(31+*"1/5+-(/0"&()*"+-(,"(/"-(,".2*13-(/0"

 
104 Articles: When Did the Disciples of Jesus Stop Observing the Old Testament Laws and How the Apostles 
Were Expelled from Christianity by Ron Ammundsen; Worship in the Early Church by Sue Bracefield; A 
History of Christian Art by Bernard Dick; Books: The Early Christians: A Sourcebook on the Witness of the 
Early Church, Eberhard Arnold; Worship in the Early Church, Ralph P. Martin; In the Shadow of the Temple: 
Jewish Influences on Early Christianity, Oskar Skarsaune; The First Rites: Worship in the Early Church, 
Kenneth Stevenson. 
105 Some scholars set later dates. 
106 Acts 1:6 
107 Daniel 9:27; Matthew 27:50-51; Acts 15:19-29; Ephesians 2:15; Colossians 2:14. 
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+-1+"'15:"J-(,",**4,"+$"(/'(31+*"+-1+"E*+*2"3$/+(/%*'"+$"3*&*621+*"+-*"
a*#(,-"?*1,+,"1+"+-*"+*4.&*"(/"a*2%,1&*4:"!?"E*+*2"#*2*",15(/0"1/'"'$(/0"
1/5+-(/0"3$/+2125"+$"+-*"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,8"-*"#$%&'"/$+"-19*"
6**/"#*&3$4*"(/"+-*"+*4.&*:"_*+8"-*"1/'"+-*"$+-*2"1.$,+&*,"#*/+"+$"+-*"
+*4.&*"'1(&5"Y"1+"+-*".2*,32(6*'"+(4*,"$?"#$2,-(.:()&"!+"(,"3&*12"+-1+"1?+*2"
3$4(/0"+$"?1(+-"(/"@-2(,+8"1/'"1?+*2"2*3*(9(/0"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"$/"+-*"P15"$?"

E*/+*3$,+8"E*+*2"1&,$"3$/+(/%*'"(/"+-*"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,:"
;/$+-*2"*D14.&*"?$%/'"(/";3+,"d=()'"(,"+-1+"E*+*2",+(&&"3$/,('*2*'"Q*/+(&*,"
1/'"3*2+1(/"?$$',"%/-$&5"1/'"%/3&*1/:"
"
F%)*"2*?*22*'"+$"H(3$&1,"?2$4";/+($3-8"$/*"$?"+-*"?(2,+"@-2(,+(1/"'*13$/,8"1,"
C1"3$/9*2+"+$"aOP;!>]C:(()"B2$4"+-(,"2*?*2*/3*8"#*"31/",**"+-1+"@-2(,+(1/(+5"
#1,"%/'*2,+$$'"+$"6*"1",*3+"$?"a%'1(,4"1+"+-1+"+(4*:"M-*/"+-*"?(2,+"Q*/+(&*,"
2*3*(9*'"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+8"+-*"'(,3(.&*,"1/'"1.$,+&*,"#*2*"141T*'8"6*31%,*"
%."%/+(&"+-1+"+(4*"[l"5*12,"1?+*2"@-2(,+"1,3*/'*'\8"+-*"$/&5"@-2(,+(1/,"#*2*"
a*#,:((("!+"#1,/Z+"%/+(&"d="U"dl"5*12,"1?+*2"a*,%,"1,3*/'*'"+-1+"N(,"0$,.*&"
#1,".2*13-*'"+$"Q*/+(&*,"(/";/+($3-:";/'"(+"#1,"+-*2*"(/";/+($3-"+-1+"N(,"
'(,3(.&*,"#*2*"?(2,+"31&&*'"C@-2(,+(1/,C"(/,+*1'"$?"6*(/0"31&&*'"C+-*",*3+"$?"+-*"
H1T12*/*,C"$2"CJ-*"M15C:((*"!+"(,"(/+*2*,+(/0"+$".$(/+"$%+"+-1+8"#-(&*"(+"#1,"
Q$'Z,".&1/"?$2"+-*"0$,.*&"+$"0$"$%+"+$"+-*"/1+($/,8((!"+-*"?(2,+"1/'",*3$/'"

 
108 Acts 2:46; 3:1; 5:11-13, 20, 42 
109 vv.10-16, 28 
110 Acts 6:5 
111 Including a few Gentiles who had become full Jewish proselytes by undergoing circumcision. Acts 10:45; 
11:1-3, 17-18.   
112 Acts 11 
113 Acts 1:6 
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0*/*21+($/"'(,3(.&*,"$?"@-2(,+",1#"N(,"0$,.*&"1,".*2+1(/(/0"+$"a*#,K"J-*5"

'('/Z+"*??*3+(9*&5",+12+".2*13-(/0"+-*"0$,.*&"+$"Q*/+(&*,"%/+(&"+-*5"#*2*"

,31++*2*'"?2$4"a*2%,1&*4"6*31%,*"$?"+-*".*2,*3%+($/"+-*5"#*2*"
*D.*2(*/3(/0"?2$4"N*2$'"1/'"+-*"a*#(,-"2*&(0($%,"&*1'*2,:((""""""""
"
J-*"?13+"+-1+";/1/(1,"#1,"2*?*22*'"+$"1,""a devout observer of the law and 

highly respected by all the Jews" (/"P141,3%,8"101(/"(/'(31+*,"+-1+"@-2(,+(1/,"
#*2*",**/"1,"6*&$/0(/0"+$"1"a*#(,-",*3+:";/'"+-(,"(,"45"41(/".$(/+"Y"*12&5"
@-2(,+(1/,"&()*";/1/(1,"-1'"3$/+(/%*'"+$"$6,*29*"41/5"1,.*3+,"$?"+-*"&1#:""
"
M-*/">1%&"#1,",**)(/0"$%+"@-2(,+(1/,"+$".*2,*3%+*8"-*"#*/+"&$$)(/0"?$2"
+-*4"(/"a*#(,-",5/10$0%*,:((#H$#8"(+"#$%&'"'*?(/(+*&5"6*"133%21+*"+$".$(/+"
$%+"+-1+"#-*/"E1%&"1++*/'*'",5/10$0%*8"-*".2*13-*'"@-2(,+"1,"+-*"a*#(,-"
]*,,(1-:(($"A%+"(+"#$%&'"6*"1/"1,,%4.+($/"+$",15"+-1+"+-*"$/&5"2*1,$/"-*"
1++*/'*'",5/10$0%*"#1,"+$"*91/0*&(T*"a*#,:";+"+-1+"+(4*8"@-2(,+(1/(+5"#1,"
,+(&&"3$/,('*2*'"1"a*#(,-",*3+8"@-2(,+(1/,"1++*/'*'",5/10$0%*8"1/'"E1%&"
#1,"$/*"$?"+-$,*"@-2(,+(1/,"#-$"1++*/'*'",5/10$0%*"C1,"%,%1&C"$2"C1,"#1,"
-(,"3%,+$4C:((%"E1%&"1&,$"#*/+"+$"+-*"+*4.&*"+$".215"1+"+-*".2*,32(6*'"
+(4*,:((&""
"

 
 

114 Acts 11:19-20; 12:1-4 
115 Acts 9:1-2; 22:19; 26:11 
116 Acts 13:5; 14-16; 38-39 
117 Acts 14:1; 17:2 NIV; Cf. Acts 9:19-20; 13:42-43 
118 Acts 22:17 
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Not If, but Why? 
 
J-*"1,+%+*"2*1'*2"415"6*"1,)(/0K"C!?"E1%&".213+(3*'"a*#(,-"2(+%1&,8"3%,+$4,"
1/'"+21'(+($/,8"#-1+"12*"#*"+$"41)*"$?"-(,"#2(+(/0,"(/"#-(3-"-*"+*13-*,"
@-2(,+(1/,"+-1+"+-*,*"+-(/0,"-19*"/$".&13*"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+`C(('"J-1+Z,"
1"0$$'"V%*,+($/m";/'"(+"/**',"+$"6*"1/,#*2*':"J-*"1/,#*2"(,"1"6(+"
3$4.&(31+*'8"6%+"1&,$"9*25"(/+*2*,+(/0"+$"%/3$9*2"U"1+"&*1,+"(+"#1,"?$2"4*:"M*"
#(&&"0*+"+$"+-1+"(/"+-*"/*D+"12+(3&*:""""""
"
!"+-(/)"1/$+-*2"V%*,+($/"(,"7%,+"1,",(0/(?(31/+K"H$+"!B"+-*2*"#*2*"a*#(,-"
R$$+,"+$"*12&5"@-2(,+(1/"#$2,-(.8"6%+"21+-*2"MN_"#*2*"+-*2*"a*#(,-"R$$+,"
+$"*12&5"@-2(,+(1/"#$2,-(.`">$4*"$?"+-*"*D.&1/1+($/"1,"+$"MN_"+-*2*"#*2*"
a*#(,-"R$$+,"(,",(4.&*"+$"%/'*2,+1/'8"1/'",$4*"$?"+-*"*D.&1/1+($/"(,"4$2*"
,.(2(+%1&&5"'(,3*2/*':""
"
F*+Z,",19*"+-*",.(2(+%1&".12+"?$2"&1+*2"1/'"'*1&"?(2,+&5"#(+-"+-*"4$2*"$69($%,"
$6,*291+($/,K">(/3*"a*,%,"#1,",*/+"C$/&5"+$"+-*"&$,+",-**."$?"+-*"-$%,*"$?"
!,21*&C8(*)"+-*"?(2,+"+$"3$4*"+$"?1(+-"(/"a*,%,"$?"H1T12*+-"1,"]*,,(1-"#*2*"
a*#,"#-$"/1+%21&&5"3$/+(/%*'"(/"+-*(2"a*#(,-"?$24,"$?"#$2,-(.:""
"
J-*/8"1''*'"+$"+-*,*"3$/9*2+,"#*2*"+-$,*"#-$"#*2*"31&&*'"CQ$'Y?*12*2,C:"
;33$2'(/0"+$"B:B:"A2%3*8"CQ$'Y?*12*2,"#*2*"Q*/+(&*,"#-$"1++13-*'"
+-*4,*&9*,"(/"9125(/0"'*02**,"+$"+-*"a*#(,-"#$2,-(."1/'"#15"$?"&(?*"#(+-$%+"

 
119 e.g., His letter to the Galatians. 
120 Matthew 15:24 
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1,"5*+"6*3$4(/0"?%&&".2$,*&5+*,:X(*("WQ$'Y?*12*2,X"?2*V%*/+*'"6$+-"+-*"
a*#(,-"+*4.&*"1/'",5/10$0%*,"?$2"#$2,-(.:(**">$4*"*D14.&*,"$?"+-*"WQ$'Y
?*12*2,X"12*"/$+16&*"Q*/+(&*,"#*"2*1'"16$%+"(/"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,"&()*"+-*"
G+-($.(1/"*%/%3-8"@$2/*&(%,"+-*"R$41/"3*/+%2($/8"F5'(1"1/'"J(+%,"
a%,+%,:(*!"@-%23-"-(,+$2(1/8"I,)12">)12,1%/*8"#2(+*,K"CM*"4**+"1"9*25"
a*#(,-"E1%&8"#-$"3$/'%3+*'"-(,"4(,,($/"1&4$,+"*/+(2*&5"#(+-(/"+-*"6$%/',"$?"
+-*",5/10$0%*"1/'"+-*"3(23&*"$?"Q$'Y?*12(/0"Q*/+(&*,"1++13-*'"+$"(+:C(*""^:"
C[N(,\".2(4125"+120*+"02$%."14$/0"+-*"Q*/+(&*,"#*2*".*$.&*"#-$"-1'"
1&2*1'5"9(,(+*'"+-*",5/10$0%*"?$2",$4*"+(4*8"#-$"-1'"&(,+*/*'"+$"+-*"
>32(.+%2*"2*1'(/0,"1/'"1"3$/,('*216&*"14$%/+"$?">32(.+%2*"*D.$,(+($/:"!/"
;3+,"+-*5"12*"31&&*'"+-*"Q$'Y?*12*2,"14$/0"+-*"Q*/+(&*,:C(*#">)12,1%/*"
(/'(31+*,"+-1+"+-(,"+5.*"$?"Q*/+(&*"#1,"+-*"417$2(+5"02$%."(/"+-*"3$44%/(+(*,"
E1%&"#2$+*"+$"(/"R$4*"1/'"Q1&1+(1:"J-1+",+1+*4*/+"65">)12,1%/*"(,"1??(24*'"
65"R1&.-"B:"M(&,$/"[B%&&*2"J-*$&$0(31&">*4(/125\"(/"-(,"3$44*/+125"$/";3+,"
deKd<Y<d"U"E1%&".2*13-(/0"(/"+-*",5/10$0%*"(/";/+($3-"$?"E(,('(1"[Q1&1+(1\K"
WH$+(3*"+-*"1%'(*/3*"YY"a*#,"1/'"Q$'Y?*12*2,:"C]*/"$?"!,21*&8"1/'"5$%"#-$"
?*12"Q$'C"[;3+,"deKdl8"G>L\:"J-*"H!LZ,8"C5$%"Q*/+(&*,"#-$"#$2,-(."Q$'8C"
31+3-*,"+-*",*/,*:"^"J-*,*"12*"+-*"%/3(23%43(,*'"Q*/+(&*,"[4*/+($/*'"(/"
#-$"12*"1++213+*'"+$"a*#(,-"4$/$+-*(,4"1/'"-(0-"4$21&"+*13-(/08"6%+"#-$"

 
121 i.e., Full proselytes would need to submit to circumcision, after instruction in Jewish law, the offering of a 
sacrifice, and baptism. (Ron Ammundsen, When Did the Disciples of Jesus Stop Observing the Old Testament 
Laws?, p. 7 & 8.)  
122 Acts 8:27; 13:16, 42; 14:1; 17:1-4, 17; 18:4. 
123 Acts 8:27; 10:1, 22; 13:16, 26, 43, 49-50; 16:14; 17:4, 17; 18:6-7.  
124 "In the Shadow of the Temple: Jewish Influences on Early Christianity", p. 174.  
125 An excerpt from an IVP Interview with Oskar Skarsaune, author of "In the Shadow of the Temple: Jewish 
Influences on Early Christianity".  
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-19*/Z+"+1)*/"+-*",+*."$?"6*(/0"3(23%43(,*'"1/'"6*3$4(/0"?%&&"a*#,:"^"
+-*,*"Q$'Y?*12*2,"?$24"E1%&Z,"62('0*"(/+$"+-*"Q*/+(&*"#$2&'"(/"912($%,"3(+(*,"
(/"+-*"R$41/"G4.(2*:X"
"
I/*"3$%&'"2*?*2"+$"+-*,*"Q$'Y?*12*2,"1,"C#1/+Y+$Y6*C"a*#,b"1/'"(+"(,"
/1+%21&"+-1+"+-*5"+$$"#$%&'"6*"1+"-$4*"#(+-"+-*"a*#(,-"?$24,"$?"#$2,-(.:""
"
;&&"+-*"*12&5"3$/9*2+,"+$"@-2(,+"#*2*"3$/,('*2*'"65"6$+-"+-*"R$41/,"1/'"+-*"
a*#,"+$"6*"1".12+(3%&12",*3+"$?"+-*"a*#(,-"2*&(0($/:"J-*5"#*2*"13+%1&&5"31&&*'"
1"C,*3+C"65"+-*"a*#,:(*$">.*3(?(31&&58"+-*5"#*2*"1"a*#(,-",*3+"#-(3-"6*&(*9*'"
+-*"]*,,(1-"-1'"(/'**'"3$4*"(/"a*,%,"$?"H1T12*+-8"1/'",$"+-*5"#*2*"
)/$#/"1,"C+-*",*3+"$?"+-*"H1T12*/*,C:(*%"]5".$(/+"(,K"!+"#1,"V%(+*"/1+%21&"
?$2"+-*,*"a*#,"1/'"C#1/+Y+$Y6*C"a*#,"+$"3$/+(/%*"#$2,-(."(/"+-*"a*#(,-"

+21'(+($/:(*&""

 
126 Acts 24:5, 14; 28:22 
127 In fact, the apostle Paul was identified as a leader of the Nazarenes. (Acts 24:5) Cf. Mark 13:6. While they 
may have been small in number and short-lived, other "sects" had arisen and dissipated which also followed 
other messiah figures. e.g., Theudas was a messiah-figure with a following mentioned by Gamaliel in Acts 5:36. 
In his Antiquities of the Jews, Josephus mentioned a different Theudas, who was also a false messiah in AD 44-
46. These groups were considered Jewish sects who believed the messiah had come. They were considered and 
identified as Jewish – just as a number of other Jewish sects which had emerged during the 400-year 
Intertestamental period of Israel's history. So, in the eyes and understanding of the Romans and the Jews this 
"sect of the Nazarenes", which was also called "The Way" (Acts 9:2; 19:9; 24:14, 22) - took its place alongside 
the other Jewish sects - like the Essenes, Herodians, Pharisees, Sadducees, Samaritans, Scribes, and Zealots.    
128 Acts 21:20 
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Jesus’ Teaching 
!

a*,%,",1('"+-1+"N*"#1,"“sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”:(*'"
M-1+8"(/"?13+8"#1,"a*,%,Z".*2,.*3+(9*"$/"+-*,*"a*#(,-"2(+%1&,8"3%,+$4,"1/'"
+21'(+($/,`"J-*"4$,+",(0/(?(31/+"+*13-(/0"$?"a*,%,"$/"+-*",%67*3+"$?"#$2,-(."
(,"(/"a$-/"<8"#-*2*"N*"2*?*22*'"+$"“worship in Spirit and truth”:(!)"M*"#(&&"
'*1&"#(+-"+-1+".-21,*"(/"'*.+-"(/"$+-*2"12+(3&*,"(/"+-(,",*2(*,:""
"
A%+"+-*2*"12*"1&,$"1"/%46*2"$?".1,,10*,"(/"+-*",5/$.+(3"0$,.*&,"#-(3-"
3&*12&5",-$#"+-1+"a*,%,Z"+*13-(/0"#1,"1+"912(1/3*"#(+-"+-*"a*#(,-"
3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,:"a*,%,"+1%0-+"+-1+"$/*"'('"/$+"/**'"+$"0$"+$"+-*"
.2(*,+,"(/"+-*"+*4.&*"+$"-19*"-(,",(/,"?$20(9*/"U"$/*"$/&5"/**'*'"+$"3$4*"+$"
N(4:(!("N(,".213+(3*,"#*2*"1&,$"1+"912(1/3*"#(+-"+-*"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"1/'"
+21'(+($/,"2*012'(/0"?1,+(/08(!*">1661+-"&1#,8(!!"1/'"$+-*2"3%,+$4,"1/'"
+21'(+($/,"#-(3-"N*"'**4*'"%//*3*,,125"6%2'*/,"1/'"6$/'10*,"?$2"
.*$.&*:(!""Q*/*21&&5",.*1)(/08"N*"+1%0-+"+-1+"+-*"C/*#"3&$+-C"$?"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"3$%&'"/$+"6*".1+3-*'"$/+$"+-*"C$&'"3&$+-C"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+:"

;/'"+-*"C/*#"#(/*C"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"3$%&'"/$+"6*")*.+"(/"C$&'"

#(/*,)(/,C"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+:(!#""
"

 
129 Matthew 15:24 
130 John 4:23-24 
131 Mark 2:5-12; Luke 5:21-26 
132 Mark 2:18-20; Luke 5:33-35 
133 Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-11 
134 Matthew 23:4, 23-24 
135 Mark 2:21-22; Luke 5:36-39 
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!/'**'8"(+"#1,"a*,%,Z"+*13-(/0,"1/'".213+(3*,"#-(3-"#*2*"3$/+2125"+$"a*#(,-"
3%,+$4"1/'"+21'(+($/"#-(3-"&*'"+$"N(,"@2%3(?(D($/:";/'8"(+"#1,"N(,"
R*,%22*3+($/8";,3*/,($/"1/'"$%+.$%2(/0"$?"N(,">.(2(+"#-(3-"2*1&(T*'"1"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"#(+-"1"/*#"C+*4.&*C"[+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+\(!$"41'*"%."$?"C&(9(/0"
,+$/*,C"$??*2(/0"C&(9(/0",132(?(3*,C"Y"1"C,.(2(+%1&"-$%,*C"(/"#-(3-"12*"$??*2*'"
C,.(2(+%1&",132(?(3*,C(!%"U"1/"1&+*2/1+(9*"CH*#"1/'"F(9(/0"M15C"$?"C#$2,-(."
(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-C:(!&""""""

 

 
136 John 2:19-22 
137 1 Peter 2:4-5 
138 We will continue to reflect further on these terms and concepts in these articles. 
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The Apostles’ Teachings 
 
;/'"#-1+"16$%+"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"'(,3(.&*,"1/'"1.$,+&*,"$?"@-2(,+"U"#-1+"#1,"
+-*(2".*2,.*3+(9*"$/"+-*,*"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,`"J-2$%0-$%+"+-*,*"
12+(3&*,8"+-*2*"#(&&"6*".&*/+5"$?",32(.+%2*"2*?*2*/3*,"(/"#-(3-"#*"#(&&",**"+-1+"
+-*"+*13-(/0"$?"+-*"1.$,+&*,8".12+(3%&12&5"E1%&Z,"1/'"+-*"#2(+*2"+$"+-*"
N*62*#,8"41)*"3&*12"'(,+(/3+($/,K""
Y 6*+#**/"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"+*4.&*"1/'"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+""spiritual 

house"(!'""
Y 6*+#**/"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"F*9(+(31&".2(*,+-$$'"1/'"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+""

"kingdom of priests"(")""
Y 6*+#**/"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"1/(41&",132(?(3*,"?$2",(/"1/'"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+""spiritual, living sacrifices"141 of praise and thanksgiving("*""

"
;,"R1&.-"E:"]12+(/",%4412(T*,K"CJ-*"#$2,-(."+-*"@-%23-"$??*2,"+$"Q$'"
(,"*,,*/+(1&&5",.(2(+%1&"(/"3-1213+*28"'for we worship by the Spirit of God'C:("!"
J-(,"+-*4*"$?"C,.(2(+%1&"#$2,-(.C"2%/,"+-2$%0-$%+"+-*,*"12+(3&*,"#(+-"1/"
16%/'1/3*"$?",32(.+%2*"2*?*2*/3*,:""""""

"

 
139 1 Peter 2:5 
140 Revelation 1:6; 5:10; Cf. Exodus 19:6 
141 Romans 12:1 
142 Hebrews 13:15 
143 Worship in the Early Church, p. 23. Cf. Philippians 3:3.  
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;"-(0-&5"2*&1+*'"1,.*3+"$?"+-(,"+-*4*"31/"6*",**/"(/"+-*"'*?*/,*"0(9*/"65"
>+*.-*/"&*1'(/0"%."+$"-(,"412+52'$4:("""J-2$%0-$%+";3+,"S8">+*.-*/"
2*.*1+*'&5"'2(9*,"+-(,".$(/+"-$4*K"Q$'"'$*,"/$+"/**'",132*'".&13*,"?$2"
,132*'"13+(9(+(*,"1+",132*'"+(4*,:"[E&*1,*"/$+*K">+*.-*/f,".*2,.*3+(9*"(,"
'(14*+2(31&&5"3$/+2125"+$"+-*"9*25"Ca*#(,-"R$$+,C"1/'""elementary principles of 

the world""#*"12*"'(,3%,,(/0:\"J-(,"(,"#-5"-(,"a*#(,-"1%'(*/3*"#1,",$"
-(0-&5"$??*/'*'8"1/'"#-5"-*"#1,",+$/*'"+$"'*1+-:"
Y !/";3+,"nKde8">+*.-*/"(,"133%,*'"$?",.*1)(/0"*9(&"101(/,+""this place""U"
C+-(,".&13*C"6*(/0"+-*"+*4.&*8"a*2%,1&*48"$2"!,21*&:";"C2$$+C"(/"+-*"
a*#(,-"4(/',*+"(,"+-1+""this place""(,"C,132*'C:";/'">+*.-*/Z,"'*?*/,*"
(,"41'*"(/"2*,.$/,*"+$"+-(,"a*#(,-".*2,.*3+(9*K""

Y !/";3+,"SKgYc8">+*.-*/"(,".$(/+(/0"$%+"+-1+""the God of glory appeared to 

our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia"8"1/'"+-1+"+-*"3$9*/1/+"
#1,"6*(/0".213+(3*'"65";621-14"6*?$2*"-*"#1,"0(9*/"1"C.2$4(,*'"
&1/'C8"(/'(31+(/0"+-1+"+-*"6&*,,(/0,"$?"Q$'Z,"3$9*/1/+"12*"/$+"
3$/+(/0*/+"$/"1".&13*:""

Y !/";3+,"SKoYd=8">+*.-*/".$(/+,"$%+"+-1+"CQ$'"#1,"#(+-"a$,*.-"1/'"
019*"-(4"?19$2"1/'"#(,'$4C"U"/$+"(/"1",132*'".&13*8"6%+"(/"G05.+:"

Y !/";3+,"SKe=Yee8">+*.-*/"(/?$24,"-(,"133%,*2,"+-1+"(+"#1,"(/"1"
#(&'*2/*,,8"/$+"a*2%,1&*48"+-1+""the angel appeared"8"1/'"Q$'"31&&*'"+-*"
.&13*"C-$&5C"U"/$+"6*31%,*"$?"+-*".&13*8"6%+"6*31%,*"$?"N(,".2*,*/3*:""

 
144 What follows was gleaned from an excellent essay, “Strange Details in Stephen’s Defense” by Dennis 
McCallum, www.Xenos.org   
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Y !/"9*2,*,"enYec8">+*.-*/"2*4(/',"+-*4"+-1+"]$,*,"#1,"16&*"+$"
.*2?$24",(0/,"1/'"#$/'*2,"(/"G05.+"1/'"2*3*(9*'"&(9(/0"$213&*,"(/"+-*"
#(&'*2/*,,8"/$+"(/"+-*"C-$&5"&1/'C:"""

Y !/";3+,"SK<d8">+*.-*/".(/.$(/+,"+-*"2*1,$/"?$2".*$.&*Z,".2$.*/,(+5"+$"
#1/+"+$"#$2,-(."Q$'"#(+-"C,132*'C"13+(9(+(*,".*2?$24*'"(/"C,132*'C"
.&13*,"1+"C,132*'C"+(4*,K"N*",1('"Q$'Z,".*$.&*"#*2*"C2*7$(3(/0"(/"+-*"
#$2),"$?"+-*(2"-1/',C:""

"
J-*"0219(+1+($/"+$#12'",132*'".&13*,"(/"#-(3-",132*'"13+(9(+(*,"12*"
.*2?$24*'"1+",132*'"+(4*,"-1,"+$"'$"#(+-"+-*"('$&1+25"$?"+-1+"#-(3-"(,"
41+*2(1&"21+-*2"+-1/",**)(/0"+-1+"#-(3-"(,",.(2(+%1&:"]5".*2,.*3+(9*"$/"+-(,"(,"
/$+"Q/$,+(3("#"U"(+"(,"@-2(,+(1/8"?$2"(+"#1,"@-2(,+"N(4,*&?"#-$",1('K""God is 

Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth":("$"!"
6*&(*9*"#*"31/"%/'*2,+1/'"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"+$"6*"3$/?(24(/0"a*,%,f"
.*2,.*3+(9*"$/"#$2,-(."#-*/"-*"#2$+*K""Set your mind on the things above, not 

on the things that are on earth."("%""
"
!/"-(,"12+(3&*8"W>+21/0*"P*+1(&,"(/">+*.-*/Z,"P*?*/,*X8"P*//(,"]3@1&&%4"
#2(+*,K"C!+"#$%&'"6*"-12'"+$"*D100*21+*"+-*"3*/+21&(+5"$?"+-*",132*'"&1/'"$?"
!,21*&"(/"+-*"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"+-*"3$9*/1/+1&"6&*,,(/0,"1+"+-*"-*12+"$?"
a%'1(,4"1+"+-(,"+(4*:";+"+-*"-*12+"$?"*+-/(3Y2*&(0($%,"#$2&'9(*#,"12*"+-*"+#(/"

 
145 It seems fashionable to label "Gnostic" any and all arguments making distinctions between material and 
spiritual. It also seems to me that those who do this probably know little about Gnosticism.  
146 John 4:24 
147 Colossians 3:2 
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91&%*,"$?"ZR13*"1/'">.13*Z8"$2"+$".%+"(+"'(??*2*/+&58"ZA&$$'"1/'">$(&Z:"J-*,*"
91&%*,"12*"-12'&5"%/(V%*"+$"?(2,+"3*/+%25"a%'1(,4:"J-*",14*"+*24,"-19*"
6**/"%,*'"+$"%/'*2,+1/'"+-$%0-+",5,+*4,",%3-"1,"H1T(,4:"O/?$2+%/1+*&58"
+-*5"#$%&'"1'*V%1+*&5",%4412(T*"+-*"*+-$,"$?"4%3-"$?"4$'*2/"#*,+*2/"
@-2(,+(1/(+5:"J-*,*"91&%*,"31/"6*"'1/0*2$%,",%6,+(+%+*,"?$2"2*1&"
,.(2(+%1&(+58"1/'"415",+1/'"1,"6122(*2,"+$"1"+2%&5"%/(9*2,1&8"&$9(/08"
$%+2*13-(/08"1/'"312(/0"?$24"$?"@-2(,+(1/(+5:"]$,+"$?"+-*"6$$)"$?";3+,"(,"
3$/3*2/*'"#(+-"Q$'Z,"*??$2+,"+$"$9*23$4*"+-*"(/*2+(1"+-1+"*41/1+*,"?2$4"+-*"
%/61&1/3*'"1..&(31+($/"$?"+-*,*"+#$"91&%*,"(/"+-*"/14*"$?"2*&(0($/:"A5"
,.*1)(/0"+$"+-*"(,,%*"$?",132*'",.13*8"(/3&%'(/0"+-*",132*'"3(+5"1/'",132*'"
&1/'"$?"!,21*&8">+*.-*/Z,",.**3-"&15,"1"?(24"('*$&$0(31&"?$%/'1+($/"?$2"+-*"
,%6,*V%*/+"4$9*4*/+"$?"+-*"?$3%,"$?"Q$'Z,"#$2)"1#15"?2$4"6$+-"(/"+-*"
?$&&$#(/0"3-1.+*2,:C"
"
J-*"C6$++$4"&(/*C"(/">+*.-*/Z,"'*?*/,*"#1,"+-(,K"CJ-*"]$,+"N(0-"'$*,"/$+"
'#*&&"(/"-$%,*,"41'*"65"-%41/"-1/',C"U"(+"(,""a spiritual house … being 

built up to offer spiritual sacrifices":("&"Q$'",1('"+-2$%0-"6$+-"!,1(1-"1/'"
>+*.-*/K""Heaven is My throne, and earth is the footstool of My feet; what kind of 
house will you build for Me?’ says the Lord, or what place is there for My 
repose?"("'""
"
"
"

 
148 1 Peter 2:5 
149 Isaiah 66:1; Acts 7:49 
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E&*1,*"/$+*K""
]5"*/'"0$1&"(/"+-(,"12+(3&*"(,"HIJ""+$".2$9*"+-1+"+-*"a*#,"-1'"+-(,"4(/',*+8"
6%+"21+-*2"+$"(/9*,+(01+*"MN_"@NR!>J!;H>"U"?2$4"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"$/"
+-2$%0-"+-*"3*/+%2(*,8"%."+$"+$'15"Y"1&,$"-19*"+-(,"4(/',*+:">.*3(?(31&&58"
#-1+"(,"+-*",.(2(+%1&"31%,*"6*-(/'"+-(,".-*/$4*/$/`""""
"
"
"
"
"
"
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Apostolicity – 
To be Restored or Yet to be Fully Established? 

 
J-*2*"(,"1/$+-*2",(0/(?(31/+"V%*,+($/"+$"6*"1,)*'K"G9*/"#(+-"+-*"+*13-(/0,"$?"
a*,%,8"1/'"+-*"1.$,+&*,Z"+*13-(/08"(/3&%'(/0"*.(,+&*,"$?"E1%&8"E*+*28"a$-/8"
1/'"+-*"#2(+*2"+$"+-*"N*62*#,"2*012'(/0"+-*"02*1+"'(9('*"6*+#**/"+-*,*"
a*#(,-"R$$+,"1/'"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-8"+$"#-1+"*D+*/+"
'('"+-*,*"a*#(,-"R$$+,"2*41(/"(/"+-*"#$2,-(."$?"+-*"B!R>J"@GHJOR_"

@NOR@N"[1/'"6*5$/'\`""""

"
]1/5"$?"%,"-19*"+-*"(4.2*,,($/"+-1+"1?+*2"+-*"P15"$?"E*/+*3$,+8"a*#(,-"
@-2(,+(1/,"(44*'(1+*&5",+12+*'"-19(/0"@-12(,41+(3Y+5.*"C#$2,-(.",*29(3*,C"
#(+-"1"?2**"?&$#"$?"+-*"0(?+,"$?"+-*">.(2(+"%/-(/'*2*'"65"*33&*,(1,+(31&"?$248"
2(+%1&8"$2"&*1'*2,-(.:"]1/5"+$'15".%+"?$2+-"+-*"C6$'5"4(/(,+25C"$?"+-*"d"
@$2(/+-(1/,"d<Kgn"1,"1".2$+$+5.*"$?"+-*"#$2,-(."4**+(/0"$?"+-*"G12&5"
@-%23-:(#)""A%+8"1"2*1'(/0"$?",$4*"*12&5"3-%23-"'$3%4*/+,"#(&&"0(9*"+-*"
$..$,(+*"(4.2*,,($/:(#(";/'8"1"/%46*2"$?"+-(/0,"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"
,32(.+%2*,"1&,$",**4"+$"(/'(31+*"'(??*2*/+&5m"M*"-19*"1&2*1'5",**/"
+-2$%0-$%+"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"@-2(,+(1/,"U"(/3&%'(/0"+-*"
1.$,+&*"E1%&"1/'"-(,"3$Y#$2)*2,"Y"1++*/'(/0"+*4.&*"1/'",5/10$0%*:""_*+8"(/"
+-*"F*++*2"+$"+-*"N*62*#,"#*",**"+-*"#2(+*2"*D-$2+(/0".*$.&*"/$+"+$"2*+%2/"+$"
+-*(2"a*#(,-"R$$+,:";/'"(/"-(,"F*++*2"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,8"#*"?(/'"+-*"1.$,+&*"

 
150 We will be taking "another look" at 1 Corinthians 14:26 in another article. 
151 e.g., The Didache IX-XI (before 100 A.D.); Justin Martyr, First Apology 65-67 (155-157 A.D.); Tertullian, 
Apology 39 (145-220 A.D.); Cf. “The Early Christians: Annotations to Meetings and Worship”, Eberhard 
Arnold, pp.388-389.    
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E1%&",.*1)(/0"$%+"101(/,+"+-*"a%'1(T*2,:";/'"4$,+",(0/(?(31/+&58"#*",**"
E1%&"1''2*,,(/0",$4*+-(/0"-*"31&&*'""elementary principles of the 

world":"""
"
N*2*8"!"#(&&"2*.*1+",$4*+-(/0"!",+1+*'"(/"45"?(2,+"12+(3&*8"In Search of 

EcclesiaK"

"
]$,+"$?"%,"-19*"+-(,".(3+%2*"$?"@-%23-"-(,+$25K"M*"1,,%4*"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"
@-%23-"#$2,-(..*'"(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-8"6%+"+-*/"1+"+-*"*/'"$?"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%258"
@-2(,+(1/,"6*01/"+$"?1&&"613)"(/+$"912($%,"41/Y41'*"3%,+$4,8"+21'(+($/,8"
1/'"$201/(T1+($/"%/'*2"+-*"(/?&%*/3*"$?"912($%,"3-%23-"?1+-*2,"1/'"
@$/,+1/+(/*:";/'"+-*/"+-*,*"41/Y41'*"3%,+$4,8"+21'(+($/,"1/'"
$201/(T1+($/"3$/+(/%*'"+$"(/32*1,*"+-2$%0-$%+"1&&"@-%23-"-(,+$25"U"2(0-+"%."
+$"3$/+*4.$2125"+(4*,:"J-1+"(,"+-*".(3+%2*".1(/+*'"65"1&4$,+"1&&"
.2*,*/+1+($/,"$?"3-%23-"-(,+$258"(/3&%'(/0"+-*"$/*,"%,*'"(/",%..$2+"$?"+-*"
R*,+$21+($/"4$9*4*/+,8"N$%,*"@-%23-"4$9*4*/+,"1/'"I201/(3"@-%23-"
4$9*4*/+,:"J-1+"+-(,"(,"+2%*"$?"+-*",*3$/'"3*/+%25"1/'"+-(2'"3*/+%2(*,"1/'"
6*5$/'"(,"#(+-$%+"'(,.%+*:"M-1+"!"14"V%*,+($/(/0"(,"+-*"91&('(+5"$?"+-*"
1,,%4.+($/"+-1+"+-*"B!R>J"@GHJOR_"@-%23-"#$2,-(.*'"(/",.(2(+"1/'"

+2%+-:""

"
M-(&*"!"102**"+-1+"+-*2*"#1,"1",*9*2*",.(2(+%1&"'*3&(/*"1?+*2"+-*"1.$,+$&(3"
.*2($'8"!"-$#*9*2"'$"/$+"6*&(*9*"+-1+"+-*"1.$,+$&(3"@-%23-"-1'"2*13-*'"
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.*2?*3+($/"#(+-(/"?(2,+"3*/+%25:"@1/"#*"2*1&&5",15"+-1+"+-*5"-1'".*2?*3+*'"
#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-`"
"
"M-(&*"(+"(,"0$$'"1/'"/*3*,,125"+$"+25"+$"'*+*24(/*"(?",.*3(?(3"H*#"
J*,+14*/+".1,,10*,"[;3+,"h"G.(,+&*,\"12*"*(+-*2"PG>@R!EJ!LG"$?"+-*"d,+"
3*/+%25"3-%23-"$2"ERG>@R!EJ!LG"?$2"+-*"3-%23-"+-2$%0-$%+"-(,+$25"Y"!>"!J"
EI>>!AFG"JN;J"JNGRG"!>";"e2'"@;JGQIR_`"J-1+"(,8".1,,10*,"(/"+-*"
H*#"J*,+14*/+"[9(T:"-19(/0"+$"'$"#(+-"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+\"#-(3-"+*13-"1/'"
2*9*1&",$4*+-(/0"AOJ"MGRG"HIJ"_GJ"F!LGP"IOJ"!H"JNG"d,+"@GHJOR_"
@NOR@N:"H14*&58"+-(/0,"#-(3-"12*"3$44$/&5"133*.+*'"1,"6*(/0"
ERG>@R!AGP8"6%+"#*"31//$+".$(/+"+$"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*"#-(3-"
PG>@R!AG>"+-1+"+-*"d,+"3*/+%25"3-%23-"#1,"13+%1&&5"&(9(/0"(+"$%+:"!,"(+"
.$,,(6&*"+-1+"+-*2*"12*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"2*1&(+(*,"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"2*9*1&*'"+$"
1/'"+-2$%0-"E1%&"1/'"-(,"#2(+(/0,8"+-1+"#*";>>O]G"6*31%,*"-*"#2$+*"(+8"
+-*"d,+"3*/+%25"3-%23-"#1,"13+%1&&5"'$(/0"(+`"!?"+-*,*"12*"4*2*&5"
1,,%4.+($/,"$/"$%2".12+8"(+"(4.&(*,"+-1+"+-*2*"12*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"2*1&(+(*,"

(/"+-*",32(.+%2*,"+-1+",+(&&"&(*"6*?$2*"%,"+$"6*"?%&&5"*46213*'"1/'"&(9*'"$%+:"
"
M*"/**'"+$"'(,3%,,"1&&"+-*,*"+-(/0,"(/"$2'*2"+$"'*+*24(/*K"J$"#-1+"*D+*/+8"
1+"+-(,".$(/+"(/"-(,+$258"-1,"+-*"+*13-(/0,"$?"a*,%,"1/'"N(,"1.$,+&*,"

13+%1&&5"?2**'"Q$'Z,".*$.&*"$?"+-*"6$/'10*"$?"+-*""elementary principles 

of the world"`";/'8"+$"#-1+"*D+*/+"-1,"+-(,"62$%0-+"+-*4"6*5$/'"a*#(,-"

R$$+,"(/+$"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-`"""
"
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!/"+-*,*"12+(3&*,8"!"14",%00*,+(/0"+-1+"%/'*2"+-*"(/?&%*/3*"$?""the elementary 

principles of the world"8"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"@-%23-"/*9*2"4$9*'"6*5$/'"+-*(2"
a*#(,-"R$$+,:(#*"J-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,8"1&$/0"#(+-"+-*"Q*/+(&*"
3-%23-*,8"3$/+(/%*'"(/"+-*,*""elementary principles of the world”. A/'"+-*,*"
41/Y41'*"3%,+$4,8"+21'(+($/,"1/'"$201/(T1+($/",(4.&5"3$/+(/%*'"$/"(/+$"+-*"
,*3$/'"1/'"+-(2'"3*/+%2(*,"1/'"6*5$/':"M-*2*1,8"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"
+(4*,8"+-*""elementary principles of the world" 41/(?*,+*'"1,"Ca*#(,-"R$$+,C"U"
,.*3(?(31&&5"3$/+(/%(/0"(/"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"&1#";BJGR"@NR!>J"];PG"JNG"
F;M"IA>IFGJG"[N*62*#,"cKde\b"+-*,*",14*""elementary principles of the 

world""31/"1&,$"6*"('*/+(?(*'"/$#"(/"$+-*2"+*24,"U",%3-"1,"C2*&(0($%,"
('$&1+25C8"C-%41/Y$201/(T1+($/C8"CA165&$/(1/"3-%23-",5,+*4C8"1/'"C+-*"#$2&'"
,5,+*4C:(#!""""""
"

 
152 At the very least, this continued up to the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D. 
153 We will also be discussing a less familiar term coined by Jacques Ellul – "Technique" – which very much 
characterizes the contemporary church.  

http://www.atchriststable.org/
385TCarigon

385TCarigon



A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

63 

Apostolic Hypocrisy? 
 
J-*"1,+%+*"2*1'*2"415"/$#"#(,-"+$".$(/+"$%+"+-1+"+-*"#2(+*2",+(&&"/**',"+$K""
d\"!'*/+(?5"Cthe elementary principles of the world":""
g\">-$#"+-*(2"3$//*3+($/"#(+-"a*#(,-"R$$+,:"""
e\">-$#"+-*(2"3$//*3+($/"#(+-"+-*"41/Y41'*"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"(/"+-*"
#$2,-(."$?"6$+-"+-*"a*#(,-"1/'"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/"3$44%/(+(*,"+-2$%0-$%+"
@-%23-"-(,+$25:"""""
"
J-(,"#*"#(&&"'$:"A%+"+$"?(2,+8"#*"4%,+"3&*12"1#15"1/5"3$/?%,($/"1/'"'$%6+"
16$%+"+-*".213+(3*"1/'"#2(+(/0,"$?"+-*"1.$,+&*,8"?$2"(+"(,"+-*(2"Q$'Y(/,.(2*'"
#2(+(/0,"#-(3-"12*"$%2",$&*"1%+-$2(+5"?$2"?1(+-"1/'".213+(3*:"!,"+-*2*"1"
3$/+21'(3+($/"6*+#**/"#-1+"#*",**"+-*4".213+(3(/0"(/"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,"1/'"
#-1+"+-*5"#2$+*"(/"+-*(2"*.(,+&*,`"M*"/**'"+$",**"+-(/0,"(/"+-*(2"-(,+$2(31&"
3$/+*D+:";/'"#*"/**'"+$",**"+-1+"+-*"1.$,+&*,"1/'"'(,3(.&*,"#*2*"6*(/0"&*'"
65"+-*">.(2(+:"M-1+"#*"2*1'"16$%+"(/"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,"(,"13+%1&&5"1".*2($'"$?"
+21/,(+($/"U",.(2(+%1&"3-1/0*:"J-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#1,"(/1%0%21+*'"1+"a*,%,Z"
'*1+-:"A%+"N(,"1.$,+&*,"1/'"'(,3(.&*,"#*2*"/$+"5*+"#1&)(/0"(/"+-*"?%&&"
%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"(+:"J-*5"2*3*(9*'"+-*"0(?+"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"1/'"2*9*&1+($/"
$/"+-*"P15"$?"E*/+*3$,+8"6%+"+-1+"#1,"7%,+"+-*"6*0(//(/0:"B$&&$#(/0"#*2*"1"
/%46*2"$?"32(,(,"*D.*2(*/3*,"#(+-"+-*">.(2(+"$?"@-2(,+8"+-2$%0-"#-(3-8"+-*5"
#*2*"+1%0-+"1/'"&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"Y"7%,+"1,"a*,%,"-1'".2$4(,*':(#""!/"+-*"
/*D+"12+(3&*8"#*"#(&&"'(,3%,,"6*(/0"Led By the Spirit:"J-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"#1,"

 
154 John 14:26; 16:12-13 
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&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"$%+"$?"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"(/+$"+-*"&(0-+"$?"+-*"
H*#"@$9*/1/+"U"$%+"$?"+-*"6$/'10*"+$""the elementary principles of the world""
(/+$"#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-:"]15"#*"*D.*2(*/3*"+-*",14*:"
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5. Led by the Spirit 

 
"For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God."  

Romans 8:14 
 
"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will 
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you."  

John 14:26 
 
“I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. But when 
He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will 
not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will 
disclose to you what is to come." John 16:12-13 
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Introduction  
 
;".2(4125"0$1&"$?"+-(,"12+(3&*"(,"+$".2*,*/+"+-*"3$/3*.+"$?"6*(/0"C&*'"65"+-*"
>.(2(+C(##"(/"+-*"#15"!"6*&(*9*"a*,%,".2*,*/+*'"(+"+$"N(,"'(,3(.&*,"1/'"
1.$,+&*,:(#$"M-1+"a*,%,".2$4(,*'"(/"+-*"Q$,.*&,"2*012'(/0"+-*"&*1'(/0"$?"
+-*">.(2(+"31/"6*",**/"+$"6*"?%&?(&&*'"(/"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,:"E2(412(&58"#*"#(&&"6*"
&$$)(/0"(/+$"+-*"&(?*"1/'"4(/(,+25"$?"E1%&"#(+-"1"9(*#"+$"-$#"#*"31/"1&,$"6*"
W&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+X"+$'15:""""
 

 
155 Romans 8:14 
156 John 14:26; 16:12-13  
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A Season of Spiritual Transition 
 

A Brief Historical Survey based on the Book of Acts157 
 
;/"(/9*,+(01+($/"$?"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,"#(&&"3&*12&5",-$#"+-1+"+-*"#$2,-(."$?"+-*"
G12&5"@-%23-"#1,".2(412(&5"(/?&%*/3*'"65"a*#(,-"3%,+$4"1/'"+21'(+($/"61,*'"
(/"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+:"_*+8"(+"(,"3$44$/&5"-*&'"+-1+"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-"#1,"
9*25"4%3-"W&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+X:"@1/"#*"41)*"+-*"1,,%4.+($/"+-*/8"+-1+"+-*"
G12&5"@-%23-"#1,"W&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+X"+$"3$/+(/%*"+$"#$2,-(."%/'*2"+-*"
,-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+`"J-1+"-12'&5",$%/',"3$/3*(916&*8"'$*,"(+:"_*+8"
#-1+"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"(/,.(2*'"F%)*"+$"2*3$2'"(/"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,"2*012'(/0"
+-(,8"1..12*/+&5"3$/+21'(3+,"#-1+"N*"(/,.(2*'"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"+$"#2(+*"(/"-(,"
*.(,+&*,"#(+-"2*012',"+$"-(,",+2$/0"#12/(/0,"101(/,+"C4(D(/0C"+-*"I&'"1/'"
H*#"@$9*/1/+,"U"C&1#"1/'"0213*C"U"C#$2),"1/'"?1(+-C"U"C?&*,-"1/'",.(2(+C8"
*+3:"A%+"#*",**"+-1+"+-*",14*"E1%&"#-$"#2$+*"+-*,*"+-(/0,"1&,$"3$/+(/%*'"
+$".213+(3*"+-*,*"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,m"N$#"12*"#*"+$"2*3$/3(&*"
+-(,"1..12*/+"3$/+21'(3+($/`";,"!"4*/+($/*'"(/"+-*".2*9($%,"12+(3&*8"!"6*&(*9*"
+-*2*"12*"+#$")*5,"+$"+-*"3&12(?(31+($/"$?"+-(,"1..12*/+"3$/+21'(3+($/K"B(2,+&58"
#*"/**'"+$",**"+-*"-(,+$2(31&"3$/+*D+:">*3$/'&58"#*"/**'"+$"%/'*2,+1/'"
W+-*"&*1'(/0"$?"+-*">.(2(+X"(/"+-1+"-(,+$2(31&"3$/+*D+:""""

"
!/"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,8"F%)*"2*3$2',"#-1+"#1,"1".*2($'"$?",.(2(+%1&"+21/,(+($/"?$2"
+-*"1.$,+&*,"1/'"'(,3(.&*,"$?"a*,%,:"J-*"4$2*"$/*"2*?&*3+,"$/"(+8"+-*"4$2*"

 
157 Specifically, 33 A.D., the Ascension of Christ & the Feast of Pentecost, to 64 A.D., the year the apostle Paul 
is believed to have been martyred.     
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1,+$%/'(/0"(+"1..*12,m"J-(,"+21/,(+($/"(,"?2$4"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"+$"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+:"J-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"-1'"6**/"(/1%0%21+*'"#(+-"a*,%,Z"'*1+-:(#&"
A%+"-$#"4%3-"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"'('"+-*"@-%23-"13+%1&&5"
-19*"'%2(/0"+-*"?(2,+"?*#"'*31'*,"$?"-*2"-(,+$25`""
"
;+"E*/+*3$,+8"l="'15,"1?+*2"a*,%,"1,3*/'*'8"+-*"1.$,+&*,"2*3*(9*'"+-*"
.2$4(,*'"0(?+"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"*/16&(/0"+-*4"+$"2*3*(9*",.(2(+%1&"
2*9*&1+($/:(#'"R*1'(/0"+-*"*12&5".2*13-(/0"$?"E*+*2"1/'">+*.-*/8"$/*"31/"
,**"+-1+"/$#"+-*5"%/'*2,+$$'8"?2$4"+-*"I&'"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,8"+-1+"
a*,%,"$?"H1T12*+-"#1,8"(/"?13+8"+-*"@-2(,+"$?"+-*"@$9*/1/+:($)"A%+"+-*"
.%2.$,*"$?"+-(,"12+(3&*"(,"+$".$(/+"$%+"+-1+"(+"+$$)"'*31'*,8"(/9$&9(/0"32(,(,"

*D.*2(*/3*,"#(+-"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+8"?$2"+-*"1.$,+&*,"1/'"'(,3(.&*,"+$"2*3*(9*"

?%2+-*2"2*9*&1+($/"2*012'(/0"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"J-(,".2$3*,,"$?"2*3*(9(/0"
(/32*1,*'",.(2(+%1&"2*9*&1+($/"(,"*,,*/+(1&&5"#-1+"(+"4*1/,"+$"6*"C&*'"65"+-*"
>.(2(+C:($(""
"
J-*(2"(/32*1,*'",.(2(+%1&"2*9*&1+($/"-1'"+$"'$"#(+-"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"+-(,K"
"… that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, 
and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel."($*-"
"

 
158 Hebrews 9:16-18 
159 Cf. 1 Corinthians 2:10-16 
160 Cf. Acts 2:14-36; 3:11-26; Acts 7 
161 Romans 8:14 
162 Cf. Ephesians 3:1-6; Colossians 1:25-27 
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;/"(44*'(1+*"3$/,*V%*/3*"$?"+-*"0$,.*&"0$(/0"+$"+-*"Q*/+(&*,"#1,"+-*"
*4*20*/3*"$?"+-*"(,,%*"$?"W@-%23-"1/'"@%&+%2*X"Y",.*3(?(31&&58"Q*/+(&*,"
1'$.+(/0"a*#(,-"2*&(0($%,"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,:"!/(+(1&&58"+-*2*"#1,8"$?"
3$%2,*8"+-*"(,,%*"$?"3(23%43(,($/"U"WP$"Q*/+(&*,"/**'"+$"6*"3(23%43(,*'"(/"
$2'*2"+$"6*"?$&&$#*2,"$?"]*,,(1-`X"A%+"+-*"a*#(,-"3%&+%21&"(,,%*,"#*2*"65"/$"
4*1/,"&(4(+*'"+$"3(23%43(,($/:""
"
N$#*9*28"3(23%43(,($/"#1,"3*2+1(/&5"1/"(,,%*"?$2"+-*""Judaizers"($!8"#-$"
#*2*"1&,$"2*?*22*'"+$"1,""the party of the circumcisionC($"8"$2""certain men from 

James"($#:";,"!",1('8"+-*"?%/'14*/+1&"(,,%*"#1,"#-*+-*2"$2"/$+"Q*/+(&*"
3$/9*2+,"+$"@-2(,+"/**'*'"+$"6*"3(23%43(,*':"J-(,"#1,"1/"(,,%*"6*31%,*8"
(/(+(1&&58"@-2(,+(1/(+58"$2"C+-*"M15C($$-$2"C+-*",*3+"$?"+-*"H1T12*/*,C8($%"1,"(+"
#1,"31&&*'8"#1,"3$/,('*2*'"+$"6*"1".12+(3%&12",*3+"$?"+-*"a*#(,-"2*&(0($/:"
J$"6*"1"@-2(,+(1/"#1,"+$"6*"1"3*2+1(/"+5.*"$?"a*#"U"+-1+"(,8"1"a*#"#-$"
6*&(*9*'"+-*"]*,,(1-"-1'"(/'**'"3$4*:";/'"+$"6*"1"a*#"U"?%&&5"Y"$/*"
/**'*'"+$"6*"3(23%43(,*':""
"
J-*"(,,%*"$?"3(23%43(,($/"#1,",%..$,*'&5",*++&*'"1+"+-*"?(2,+"3-%23-"
3$/?*2*/3*"(/"a*2%,1&*48($&"6%+"#1,"1&,$"1''2*,,*'"(/"/$"%/3*2+1(/"+*24,"(/"
+-*"*.(,+&*,"1/'"+*13-(/0,"$?"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&K"H14*&58"3(23%43(,($/"#$%&'"

 
163 Jewish Christians who taught that Christians – both Jews and Gentiles – must live according to Jewish 
customs, including circumcision. (Galatians 2:14) 
164 Cf. Acts 15:1, 5; 21:20-21; Galatians 2:12; Philippians 3:2, Titus 1:10 
165 Galatians 2:12 
166 Acts 9:2 
167 Acts 24:5, 12 
168 Acts 15 
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/$+"6*"2*V%(2*'"?$2"Q*/+(&*"3$/9*2+,"+$"@-2(,+8($'"6*31%,*"(+"#1,"'*+*24(/*'"
+-1+"3(23%43(,($/"4*1/+"/$+-(/0"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:(%)""
"
J-*"$+-*2"a*#(,-"3%&+%21&"(,,%*,"!"14"2*?*22(/0"+$8"(/"1''(+($/"+$"
3(23%43(,($/8"12*"+-*"41/5"a*#(,-"2*&(0($%,"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"#-(3-"
#*2*"3%&+%21&"31225Y$9*2,"(/+$"+-*"G12&5"@-2(,+(1/"@-%23-:"J-*,*"#*2*"
3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"#-(3-"-1'"+$"'$"#(+-",1321&(T*'".&13*,8"+(4*,8"1/'"
13+(9(+(*,:"A5"C,1321&(T*'C"!"4*1/K"J-*",*++(/0"1.12+8"'*'(31+(/0"1/'"
3$/,*321+(/0"$?".&13*,8"+(4*,8"1/'"13+(9(+(*,"65",*.121+(/0"+-*4"?2$4"+-*"

6*&(*9*2f,"*9*25'15"&(?*"1/'".&13(/0"+-*4"(/"1",.*3(1&"2*&(0($%,"31+*0$25:"

@(+(/0"+-*,*",1321&(T1+($/,8"1/'"+-*(2"1,,$3(1+($/"#(+-""the elementary 

principles of the world"8"(,"+-*".2(4125"+-*4*"$?"+-(,",*2(*,"$?"12+(3&*,:(%(""
!/"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-8"+-(,",1321&(T1+($/"41(/&5"+$$)"+-*"?$24"$?"912($%,"
2*&(0($%,"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"#-(3-"#*2*"'**.&5Y2$$+*'"(/"+-*"a*#(,-"

3%&+%2*:""J-*,*"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"#*2*"6$+-".12+"$?"+-*"]$,1(3"F1#8"
6%+"1&,$"41/Y41'*"1''(+($/,"#-(3-"3$%&'"6*"('*/+(?(*'"1,"#-1+"a*,%,"
2*?*22*'"+$"1,"+-*"C+21'(+($/,C"$?"+-*"*&'*2,8">32(6*,"1/'"E-12(,**,:(%*""
"

 
169 e.g., Galatians 5:2, 6 
170 Galatians 6:15; Cf. 5:2-6 
171 For excellent background reading on the concept of “sacralization” I would highly recommend: “The 
Reformers Stepchildren” and “The Making of a Hybrid” by Leonard Verduin; “The Humiliation of the Word” 
by Jacques Ellul; and the following essays by Dennis McCallum published on the Xenos Christian Fellowship 
website (www.Xenos.org > “Resources” > “Essays”: “Objectification of Religion”, “Formalism: What It Is and 
Why Not”; as well as “Paul’s Usage of ta stoicheia tou kosmou” by Gary Lashmutts.  
172 Matthew 15:6; Mark 7:13 
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G9*/"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"-1'"C+21'(+($/,C"#-(3-"-*".1,,*'"$/"+$"3-%23-*,K"N*"
+$&'"+-*"E-(&(..(1/"3-%23-"+$"6$+-""observe those who walk according to the 

pattern you have in us""1/'""… join in following my example":(%!"J-*"
Q2**)",3-$&128"]129(/"R:"L(/3*/+8"3&12(?(*'"E1%&f,"4*1/(/0K"CH$+"(4(+1+$2,"$?"
@-2(,+"(/"3$44$/"#(+-"4*8"6%+"6*"+$0*+-*28"7$(/+&58"(4(+1+$2,"$?"4*:C(%"";&,$8"
E1%&"*D-$2+*'"+-*"@$2(/+-(1/"3-%23-"+$""be imitators of me","1/'"1&,$"
3$44*/'*'"+-*"3-%23-"6*31%,*"(+""held firmly to the traditions just as I 

delivered them to you":(%#"J-*"Q2**)",3-$&128"a14*,">+2$/08",.*3(?(*,"+-1+"
+-*"#$2'"2*?*2,"+$"Ca*#(,-"+21'(+($/125"&1#,C:"J-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&",1('"+-*"
*D13+",14*"+-(/0,"+$"+-*"J-*,,1&$/(1/,:(%$-"""
"
I/*"$?"+-*"41(/".$(/+,"!"-$.*"+$"41)*"+-2$%0-"+-*,*"12+(3&*,"(,"+-1+8"#-(&*"
+-*",.*3(?(31&&5"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"*9*/+%1&&5"'(,1..*12*'"?2$4"
+-*"Q*/+(&*"3-%23-(%%8"IJNGR",1321&(T*'".&13*,8"+(4*,"1/'"13+(9(+(*,"-19*"
6**/"(4.&*4*/+*'"(/"+-*"@-%23-"U"*9*/"'%2(/0"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%258"1,"#*&&"1,8"
(/",%6,*V%*/+"3*/+%2(*,"$?"3-%23-"-(,+$25:";/'"+-(,",1321&(T1+($/",+(&&"*D(,+,"
(/"+-*"9(,(6&*"@-%23-(%&-+$'15:"""""

 
173 Philippians 3:17, Greek: tupos, Strong's # 5179; and Greek: summimetes, Strong's # 4831.  
174 Vincent's New Testament Word Studies  
175 1 Corinthians 4:16; 11:1, Greek: mimetes, Strong's # 3402; and 1 Corinthians 11:2, Greek: paradosis, 
Strong's #3862.  
176 1 Thessalonians 1:6 and 2 Thessalonians 2:15.  
177 That took about 300 years! The decision of the first church conference in Jerusalem in 48 or 49 A.D. (Acts 
15) regarding Gentile converts to Christ not needing to be circumcised, and Roman destruction of the temple in 
Jerusalem in 70 A.D., were definitely benchmarks; but most biblical scholars and historians agree that it wasn't 
until Constantine's "Letter to the Churches" in 325 A.D. that the separation of Christianity from Judaism was 
made distinct and definite in order to establish Christianity as the state religion of the Roman Empire by making 
it more accommodating to the pagan "mystery religions".    
178 Concerning the term, "visible church": I believe the perfection of the Church exists now in the spirit. (1 
Corinthians 12:27) It is God's purpose and our calling to manifest that perfection in the visible Church. But the 
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Beyond "The Elementary Principles of the World" 
 
A$+-"?2$4"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,"1/'"+-*"F*++*2"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,"#*"31/",**"-$#"
+-*"1.$,+&*,"[.2(412(&5"E1%&8"6%+"1&,$"E*+*2\8";FJNIOQN"HIJ";RR!L!HQ"
;J"EGRBG@J!IH8"#*2*"C&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+C(%'K""
Ø B2$4",**(/0"$/*,*&?"(/";'14"+$",**(/0"$/*,*&?"(/"@-2(,+"
Ø B2$4"+-*"&1#"$?"]$,*,"+$"+-*"&1#"$?">.(2(+"$?"&(?*"(/"@-2(,+"a*,%,"
Ø B2$4"6*(/0"*(+-*2"a*#(,-"$2"Q*/+(&*"+$"6*(/0"C(/"@-2(,+C"
Ø B2$4"3%&+%2*"+$",.(2(+"
Ø B2$4",1321&(T*'"13+(9(+(*,"+$"CJ-*"B*&&$#,-(."$?"+-*">.(2(+C"
"
F*+Z,"'$"1"62(*?",%29*5"+-*"A$$),"$?";3+,(&)8"+$",**"-$#"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"
#1,"C&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+C"(/"+-(,",*1,$/"$?",.(2(+%1&"+21/,(+($/"U"$%+"?2$4"+-*"
,-1'$#,"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+8"1/'"(/+$"+-*"&(0-+"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"
N$#*9*28"#*"4%,+")**."(/"4(/'"+-1+"1&+-$%0-"+-*"1.$,+&*,"01(/*'"
2*9*&1+($/"?2$4"+-*">.(2(+"$?"J2%+-"+-2$%0-"32(,*,"*D.*2(*/3*,8"1/'"+-*5"
AGQ;H"+$"(4.&*4*/+"+-*"+2%+-,"+-*5"#*2*",**(/0"1,"+-*5"#1&)*'"(/"
$6*'(*/3*"U"/*(+-*2"(/"+-*(2".*2,$/1&"&(9*,"/$2"(/"+-*"&(?*"$?"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"
3-%23-8"#1,"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"?%&&5"41/(?*,+*':"JN;J"BOFHG>>8"(/"?13+8"
,+(&&"&(*,"6*?$2*"%,m""

 
visible Church in this age contains "wheat and tares" - many imperfections. What now exists in the spirit will 
not be fully manifest until the coming age. Cf. 1 Peter 2:5; Hebrews 12:22-24. 
179 Romans 8:14; John 14:26; 16:12-13 
180 For a chronology of Acts, Paul's missionary journeys and Paul's epistles, I am drawing from 1) "A 
Chronology of Paul" from "Dictionary of Paul and His Letters" (IVP), 2) The ESV Study Bible (Crossway 
Bibles), 3) "The Pauline Epistles" by J. Hampton Keathley III (Bible.org). See Appendix I.     
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Pentecost 
 
!/"ee";:P:8"l="'15,"1?+*2"+-*"F$2'"1,3*/'*'8"E*+*2"1/'"+-*"'(,3(.&*,"
2*3*(9*'"+-*"0(?+"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"*/16&(/0"+-*4"+$"2*3*(9*",.(2(+%1&"

2*9*&1+($/:"J-1+",14*"5*128"6*31%,*"$?">1%&Z,".*2,*3%+($/"$?"+-*"@-2(,+(1/,"
(/"a*2%,1&*48"E-(&(."[1&$/0"#(+-"$+-*2,\"?&*'"+$">1412(1:"J-*2*8"E-(&(."
.2*13-*'"+-*"0$,.*&"+$"+-*">1412(+1/,:"J-*/8"E*+*2"1/'"a$-/"#*/+"'$#/"+$"
>1412(1"?2$4"a*2%,1&*4"1/'".215*'"?$2"+-*">1412(+1/,"+$"2*3*(9*"+-*"0(?+"
$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+:"J-*">1412(+1/,"#*2*"C-1&?Y62**',C"U"-1&?Ya*#,8"1,"(+"
#*2*:(&("!+"(,"1"#*&&Y)/$#/"?13+"+-1+""the Jews had no dealings with the 

Samaritans":(&*"a*,%,8"$?"3$%2,*"-1'"4*+"#(+-"1">1412(+1/"#$41/"1+"+-*"
#*&&8"6%+"1,"?12"1,"2*3$2'*'"-(,+$25",-$#,8"+-(,"a*#(,-Y>1412(+1/"(/+*213+($/"
#1,"1"?(2,+Y+(4*"*D.*2(*/3*"?$2"+-*"@-%23-"1?+*2"E*/+*3$,+:""
"
;/'"1?+*2"+-(,8"E-(&(."#1,"'(2*3+*'"65"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"+$"62(/0"+-*"0$,.*&"+$"
1/"G+-($.(1/"G%/%3-"U"+-*"+2*1,%2*2"$?"@1/'13*8"p%**/"$?"G+-($.(1:"F%)*"
+*&&,"%,"+-*"41/"#1,"2*+%2/(/0"?2$4"-19(/0"#$2,-(..*'"(/"a*2%,1&*4:"A%+"
F%)*"'$*,"/$+"+*&&"%,"(?"-*"#1,"1".2$,*&5+*"+$"a%'1(,4"$2"1"Q$'Y?*12(/0"
Q*/+(&*:"N*"#1,"1&4$,+"'*?(/(+*&5"/$+"1"a*#"6*31%,*"*%/%3-,"#*2*"/$+"
1&&$#*'"+$""enter the assembly of the Lord":(&!">$8"-*"#1,"4$,+"&()*&5"+-*"?(2,+"
Q*/+(&*"3$/9*2+"+$"@-2(,+:(&""!/"1/5"31,*8"E-(&(.Z,"4(/(,+258"6$+-"(/">1412(1"

 
181 Assyrians who were relocated to Israel inter-married with the lower-class Jews who were not carried away 
into captivity. 2 Kings 17:24   
182 John 4:9 
183 Deuteronomy 23:1 
184 But it was Cornelius, a Gentile God-fearer in Caesarea (Acts 10), and not this Ethiopian Eunuch, who was 
cited at the first church conference as an example when the apostles were discussing Gentiles coming to faith in 
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1/'"+$"+-*"G+-($.(1/"G%/%3-8"#1,"+-*"?(2,+"?%&?(&&4*/+"$?"+-*"F$2'Z,"3$441/'"
(/";3+,"dKc"U"+-1+"(,8"+-1+"+-*"0$,.*&"#1,"+$"0$"6*5$/'"a*2%,1&*4"1/'"a%'*1"
+$">1412(1"1/'"+-*"2*4$+*,+".12+,"$?"+-*"*12+-:"
"
!/"e<";:P:8"E1%&"4*+"+-*">.(2(+"$?"@-2(,+"$/"+-*"2$1'"+$"P141,3%,"1/'"#1,"
3$44(,,($/*'"65"+-*"F$2'"+$"62(/0"+-*"0$,.*&"+$"+-*"Q*/+(&*,:(&#"E1%&",.*/+"
+-2**"5*12,"(/";216(1"6*(/0"+1%0-+"65"+-*">.(2(+"(/"+-*"I&'"J*,+14*/+"
,32(.+%2*,:(&$"B$2"*D14.&*8"1&&"$?"-(,"2*9*&1+($/"$?"+-*"0$,.*&"U"+-*"'*1+-8"
6%2(1&"1/'"2*,%22*3+($/"$?"+-*"@-2(,+"Y"#-(3-"-*"0(9*,"(/"d"@$2(/+-(1/,"dlKdY<8"
#1,"0&*1/*'"?2$4"I&'"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,:"[9(T:"J-*"$/&5",32(.+%2*,"+-*2*"
#*2*"1+"+-*"+(4*:\";?+*2"-(,",*1,$/"(/";216(18"(/"eS";:P:8"E1%&"4*+"#(+-"E*+*2"
(/"a*2%,1&*4"?$2"1??(241+($/"+-1+"-(,"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"+-*"0$,.*&"#1,"(/"
102**4*/+"#(+-"E*+*2Z,:(&%"""

!

!

!

!

!

 
Christ. (Acts 15) It may be that this Ethiopian Eunuch wasn't cited simply because Philip wasn't present or 
wasn't given voice at that church conference. 
185 Acts 9; Galatians 1:15-16 
186 Acts 9:19-22; 26:20; Galatians 1:16-18 
187 Acts 9:26-30; Galatians 1:18 
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Peter & Paul 
 
!/"ec";:P:8"E*+*2"1&,$"2*3*(9*'"1",.(2(+%1&"9(,($/"#-(3-"-*"'('"/$+"
%/'*2,+1/'"U"/14*&58"+-1+"Q$'"/$#"3$/,('*2*'"+-*"Q*/+(&*,"1,"-19(/0"6**/"
C3&*1/,*'C:"M-*/"'(2*3+*'"65"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+8"-*"$6*'(*/+&5"#*/+"+$"
@$2/*&(%,8"1"Q*/+(&*"Q$'Y?*12*2"(/"@1*,12*18"6%+"'('/Z+"%/'*2,+1/'"#-5"+-*"
F$2'"#$%&'",*/'"-(4"+$"Q*/+(&*,:";,"-*"#1,".2*13-(/0"+$"+-*,*"Q*/+(&*,"+-*"
0$,.*&"$?"a*,%,"1,"+-*"a*#(,-"]*,,(1-8"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"61.+(T*'"+-*"Q*/+(&*,"
7%,+"1,"N*"-1'"61.+(T*'"+-*"a*#(,-"'(,3(.&*,"$/"+-*"P15"$?"E*/+*3$,+:"E*+*2"
,1#"(+"-1..*/"6%+"'('/f+"%/'*2,+1/'"#-5"Q$'"#$%&'"0(9*"N(,">.(2(+"+$"
Q*/+(&*,:(&&"J-(,"+$$8"#1,"1"W?(2,+X"?$2"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-:"
"
!/"<c";:P:8"E1%&"9(,(+*'"a*2%,1&*4"101(/:(&'"E1%&f,".%2.$,*"?$2"+-*"9(,(+"
,-$%&'"6*"/$+*'K""I went up because of a revelation and set before them 
(though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim 
among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in 
vain."(')"N*"#*/+"C6*31%,*"$?"1"2*9*&1+($/C:"!"+-(/)"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&"
(/+*2.2*+1+($/"$?"+-(,"(,"+-1+"a*,%,"1..*12*'"+$"E1%&"1/'"+$&'"-(4"+$"0$"+$"
a*2%,1&*4:"J-(,"3$%&'"6*:"A%+"C+-*"2*9*&1+($/C"3$%&'"1&,$"6*"%/'*2,+$$'"+$"
6*""the gospel I proclaim among Gentiles":"E1%&"2*3*(9*'"-(,"0$,.*&"C65"
2*9*&1+($/"?2$4"a*,%,"@-2(,+:C('(""
"

 
188 Acts 10 
189 Galatians 2:1-2 
190 Galatians 2:2 EVS 
191 Galatians 1:11-12 
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E1%&"#1,"3$/3*2/*'"6*31%,*"+-*"4*,,10*"3$4(/0"$%+"$?"a*2%,1&*4"U"
,.*3(?(31&&5"?2$4""certain men from James"('*"Y"#1,"“a different gospel":('!"!+"
2*V%(2*'"3(23%43(,($/"1/'"?$&&$#(/0"a*#(,-"2*&(0($%,"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,:"
J-(,"4*,,10*"#1,"2%//(/0"3$/+2125"+$"C+-*"2*9*&1+($/C"E1%&"#1,",-12(/0:('""
>$8"-*"#*/+"+$"a*2%,1&*4"+$",**"(?"-*"3$%&'",+21(0-+*/"$%+"+-(/0,"#(+-"+-*"
1.$,+&*,:"!"#$%&'"/$+",15"+-1+"+-(/0,"#*2*"+$+1&&5"C,+21(0-+*/*'"$%+C:"A%+"$/*"
$%+3$4*"#1,"+-1+"a14*,8"E*+*2"1/'"a$-/"2*3$0/(T*'"E1%&"1,"1/"1.$,+&*"+$"
+-*"Q*/+(&*,:('#"J-*"('*1"$?",$4*$/*"6*(/0",*/+"+$"1".*$.&*"02$%."#-(3-"
#1,"/$+"a*#(,-8"#1,"1"/$9*&"('*1"?$2"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-:('$""""""
"

 
192 Galatians 2:12 
193 Galatians 1:6-9 
194 Ephesians 3:6-7; Colossians 1:26-27 
195 Acts 11:27-30; Galatians 2:1-10 
196 Even Jesus was “only sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”. Matthew 15:24  
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1st Missionary Journey 
 

J-1+",14*"5*128"E1%&"*4612)*'"?2$4";/+($3-"$/"-(,"d./"4(,,($/125"7$%2/*5"
#(+-"A12/161,:('%"A%+8"1&+-$%0-"-*"'('".2*13-"+-*"0$,.*&"+$"Q*/+(&*,8('&"#*"
,**"+-1+"E1%&"#1,",+(&&"?$3%,*'"$/"62(/0(/0"+-*"0$,.*&"+$"+-*"a*#,"(/"
,5/10$0%*,:(''"M-*/"-*"*D.*2(*/3*'"2*7*3+($/"?2$4"+-*"a*#,8"-*",1('"-*"
#$%&'""turn to the Gentiles":*))"A%+8"-*8"(/"?13+8",+(&&"3$/+(/%*'"+$".2*13-"+$"
a*#,"(/",5/10$0%*,m*)("@1/"5$%",**"+-*"C,+2*+3-(/0C".2$3*,,"2*V%(2*'"#-*/"
6*(/0"C&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+C`"J-*"1.$,+&*,"/*(+-*2"%/'*2,+$$'"*9*25+-(/08"/$2"
#*2*"+21/,?$24*'"(44*'(1+*&5"1+"E*/+*3$,+:"J-*(2"$#/".*2,$/1&"

+21/,?$241+($/"+$$)"'*31'*,m"""
"
!+"#1,".2$616&5"1+"+-(,"+(4*"+-1+"E*+*2"9(,(+*'";/+($3-:"!"6*&(*9*"-*"-1'"
7$%2/*5*'"+-*2*"+$"-*12"#-1+"E1%&"-1'"+$"2*.$2+"16$%+"-(,"4(/(,+25"14$/0"
+-*"Q*/+(&*,:*)*";33$2'(/0"+$"#-1+"E1%&"#2$+*"(/"Q1&1+(1/,"gKddYd<8"#-(&*"
+-*2*"(/";/+($3-8"E*+*2"#$%&'",(+"1+"+16&*"#(+-"+-*"Q*/+(&*"6*&(*9*2,:"A%+"#(+-"
"the coming of certain men from James”"[(:*:8"?2$4"a*2%,1&*4\*)!8"E*+*2"
,*.121+*'"-(4,*&?"?2$4"+-*"Q*/+(&*,8"1/'"1+*"#(+-"+-*"a*#(,-"6*&(*9*2,:"J-(,"
#1,"+-*"a*#(,-"3%,+$4"2*012'(/0"+-$,*"3$/,('*2*'"C%/3&*1/C"?$2"+16&*"

 
197 Acts 13:4-14, 26 
198 Acts 14:8-21, 27 
199 Acts 13:5-6, 14-16, 43 
200 Acts 13:46-48 
201 Acts 14:1 
202 It is also possible that Peter had gone to Antioch before this and was there when Paul and Barnabas were 
sent out to the Gentiles. (Acts 13:1-3). But, if that were the case, it seems Peter's name would have been listed 
with the others of note in v. 1. But most recent historical research places Peter in Antioch sometime after Paul 
returned from his 2nd mission (Acts 14:26-28) and before the Jerusalem conference. (Acts 15)   
203 Acts 15:1-2 The Judaizers, "the party of the circumcision".  
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?*&&$#,-(.:"J1)(/0"E*+*2Z,"&*1'8"A12/161,"1/'"+-*"$+-*2"a*#(,-"6*&(*9*2,"
?$&&$#*'",%(+:"E1%&"2*6%)*'"E*+*2"(/".%6&(3"?$2"-(,"-5.$32(,58",15(/0K""If you, 
being a Jew, live like the Gentiles, and not like Jews, how is it that you compel 
Gentiles to live like Jews?""J-(,"(,"9*25"(/+*2*,+(/0m"!+"2*9*1&,"+-1+"#-*/"14$/0"
Q*/+(&*,8"E*+*2"'('"/$+")**."1&&"+-*"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,:"I?"3$%2,*8"#-*/"+-*"
"certain men from James" 314*"12$%/'8"-*"'('"0$"613)"+$"+-*"a*#(,-"
3%,+$4,"(/"$2'*2"+$"&$$)"0$$'"(/"+-*(2"*5*,b"1/'"E1%&"+*&&,"%,"+-1+"A12/161,"
1/'"+-*"$+-*2"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,"?$&&$#*'",%(+:*)""""
"
B2$4"+-(,".1,,10*"1/'"$+-*2",32(.+%2*"2*?*2*/3*,"#*"31/",**"+-1+"C3%&+%2*C"
U"+-1+"(,8"C&(9(/0"1,"a*#,C"$2"C&(9(/0"1,"Q*/+(&*,C"#1,"1/"(,,%*"?$2"+-*"?(2,+"
3*/+%25"3-%23-"U"1,"(+"-1,"6**/"+-2$%0-$%+"1&&"3-%23-"-(,+$25"1/'"1&,$"
+$'15:""
"
J-*,*",14*"2*&(0($%,Y3%&+%21&"(,,%*,"314*"+$"1"-*1'"#(+-"+-*"V%*,+($/"$?"
#-*+-*2"$2"/$+"Q*/+(&*"3$/9*2+,"+$"@-2(,+"/**'*'"+$"6*"3(23%43(,*':"!+"#1,"
(/"<o";:P:"+-1+"+-*"@-%23-"-*&'"(+,"?(2,+"3$/?*2*/3*"(/"a*2%,1&*4"+$"1''2*,,"
+-*"'(3+1+*,"$?"+-*"a%'1(T*2,:"J-*"'*3(,($/"2*012'(/0"Q*/+(&*"3$/9*2+,"+$"
@-2(,+"#1,K"
" … that they abstain from things contaminated by idols, and from fornication, and 
from what is strangled, and from blood. For Moses from ancient generations has in 
every city those who preach him, since he is read in the synagogues every 
Sabbath."205  

 
204 Galatians 3:13 
205 Acts 15:20-21 & 28-29 
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E&*1,*"/$+(3*"+-1+"+-*"Q*/+(&*,"#*2*"/$+"+$&'"+-1+"+-*5">NIOFP"HIJ"6*"
3(23%43(,*':"J-*5"#*2*",(4.&5"HIJ"RGpO!RGP"+$"6*"3(23%43(,*':*)$"
;01(/8"+-*"Q*/+(&*,"#*2*"/$+"+$&'"+-*5">NIOFP"HIJ"&(9*"133$2'(/0"+$"
a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,:"J-*5"#*2*",(4.&5"+$&'"+-1+8"#(+-"+-*"
*D3*.+($/"$?"?$%2"+-(/0,8"+-*5"#*2*"HIJ"RGpO!RGP"+$"&(9*"133$2'(/0"+$"
a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,:"A%+"+-*5"4$,+"3*2+1(/&5"3$%&'"&(9*"133$2'(/0"
+$"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"(?"+-*5"'*,(2*'"+$:";/'"a14*,"?*&+"1,,%2*'"
+-1+"+-*"Q*/+(&*,"#$%&'"6*"41'*"#*&&"1#12*"$?"+-$,*"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"1/'"
+21'(+($/,8"6*31%,*""Moses was read in every synagogue in every city"."!/"$+-*2"
#$2',8"+-*"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,"#*2*"1//$%/3(/0"+$"+-*"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,K"
C_$%"12*"/$+"2*V%(2*'"+$8"6%+"(?"5$%"'*,(2*"+$8"?**&"?2**"+$"3$/+(/%*"+$"

#$2,-(."(/"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+mC""
!

 
206 Up to that point, Gentile proselytes, not the "God-fearers", but the full proselytes, WERE circumcised.  
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2nd Missionary Journey 
 
!/"<o"$2"l=";:P:8"E1%&"&*?+";/+($3-"$/"1"g+,"4(,,($/125"7$%2/*5"+$"@$2(/+-"
#(+-">(&1,:*)%"!/"F5,+218"E1%&"C.(3)*'"%.C"J(4$+-58"1/'"-1'"-(4"3(23%43(,*':"
M-5`""Because of the Jews who were in those parts":*)&"E1%&"#1,"$69($%,&5",+(&&"
?$3%,*'"$/"+-*"a*#,"1/'"&(9(/0"133$2'(/0"+$"+-*(2"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,:"
_*+8"-*"3$/+(/%*'"+$",**"Q*/+(&*,"3$4(/0"+$"?1(+-"(/"@-2(,+"U"Q*/+(&*,"&()*"
F5'(18"1"CQ$'Y?*12*2C8"1/'"+-*"E-(&(..(1/"71(&*2"1/'"-(,"-$%,*-$&':*)'"""
"
B$&&$#(/0"-(,"-*12+"1/'"-(,"&$9*"?$2"-(,""kinsmen according to the flesh"*()8"
E1%&"3$/+(/%*'"+$"2*13-"$%+"(/+$",5/10$0%*,8"#(//(/0"a*#,"+$"@-2(,+:*(("A%+8"
1+"+-*",14*"+(4*8"-*"1&,$"'*,(2*'"+$"$6*5"+-*"31&&"$?"Q$'"$/"-(,"&(?*"1,""an 

apostle to the Gentiles""1/'"3$/+(/%*'"+$".2*13-"@-2(,+"+$"CQ$'Y?*12*2,C"1/'"
$+-*2"Q*/+(&*,:*(*"G9*/"(/";+-*/,8"#-*2*"-*".2*13-*'"+$"+-*"Q*/+(&*"
.-(&$,$.-*2,"1+";2*$.10%,*(!8"-*"1&,$"#*/+"(/+$"+-*",5/10$0%*:*(""E1%&"#1,"
/$#"3$/9(/3*'"+-1+"+-*"0$,.*&"#1,"?$2"6$+-"+-*"a*#"1/'"+-*"Q*/+(&**(#8"6%+"
-*"-(4,*&?8"(/"-(,".*2,$/1&"&(?*8"'('"/$+",+$."&(9(/0"133$2'(/0"+$"-(,"a*#(,-"
3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,:""
"

 
207 Acts 15:36-18:22 
208 Acts 16:3 
209 Acts 16 
210 Romans 9:1-3 
211 Acts 17:1-3, 10-11 
212 Acts 17:4, 12 
213 Followers of the Greek philosophers, Epicurus, and Zeno. 
214 Acts 17:17-34 
215 Romans 1:16 
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!/";3+,"dc8"#*",**"E1%&"3$/+(/%(/0"+$".2*13-"+$"a*#,"1/'"CQ$'Y?*12*2,C"(/"
+-*",5/10$0%*"(/"@$2(/+-"*9*25">1661+-:*($""But when they resisted and 
blasphemed, he shook out his garments and said to them, 'Your blood be on your 
own heads! I am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.'”*(%"J-(,"#1,"1"
'*?(/(+*"3-1/0*"(/"1++(+%'*:";/'8"#*"1&,$",**"1",(0/(?(31/+"3-1/0*"(/"-(,"
4(/(,+25"?$3%,"U"/14*&58"?2$4"a*#"+$"Q*/+(&*:*(&"_*+"-*"-(4,*&?"3$/+(/%*'"
+$"&(9*"133$2'(/0"+$"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,8"&()*")**.(/0"1"9$#"65",-*12(/0"-(,"
-1(2m*('";HP"U"(/",.(+*"$?"#-1+"-*"-1'",1('8**)"-*",+(&&"3$/+(/%*'"+$"2*13-"$%+"
+$"a*#,"(/"1",5/10$0%*m**(";01(/8"31/"5$%",**"+-*"W,+2*+3-(/0".2$3*,,X"
(/9$&9*'"(/"6*(/0"W&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+X`"""
!

 
216 Acts 18:4-5 
217 Acts 18:6 
218 Acts 18:7-11 
219 Acts 18:18. Probably a personal vow of Thanksgiving, not a Nazarite vow, which would have required a 
sacrifice at the temple in Jerusalem. (Numbers 6)   
220 Cf. Acts 18:6 
221 Cf. Acts 18:19-21 
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3rd Missionary Journey 
 
I/"-(,"e0,"4(,,($/125"7$%2/*5"(/"l<";:P:8"E1%&"4(/(,+*2*'"101(/"(/"1"
,5/10$0%*"U"+-(,"+(4*"?$2"e"4$/+-,"(/"G.-*,%,m***"A%+"+-(,"+(4*8"(/"2*,.$/,*"
+$"a*#(,-"2*,(,+1/3*"+$"+-*"0$,.*&8"#*",**"1",(0/(?(31/+"3-1/0*"(/"+-*"&$3%,"
$?"E1%&Z,"4(/(,+25"U"/14*&58"?2$4",5/10$0%*"+$"$+-*2".&13*,"#-(3-"#*2*"

/$+"C'*,(0/1+*'C"?$2"#$2,-(."$2"2*&(0($%,"13+(9(+(*,"U".&13*,"&()*"-$%,*,"
1/'".%6&(3".&13*,"&()*""the School of Tyrannus":**!""
"
!/";3+,"g=Kn8"+-*"?13+"+-1+"F%)*"4*/+($/,""the feast of Unleavened Bread"8"
#-(3-"(44*'(1+*&5"?$&&$#,"E1,,$9*28",**4,"+$"(/'(31+*"+-1+"E1%&"1/'"-(,"
3$4.1/($/,"$6,*29*'"+-*"?*1,+,:**""
""""""

 
 
 

 
222 Acts 19:8 
223 Acts 19:9, 20:8 & 28:30; Cf. 18:7 
224 As a temporary “aside” which will have significance later in these articles: In Acts 20:7, "breaking of bread" 
on "the first day of the week" is mentioned. According to Jewish chronology, this "Sunday" actually began at 
sundown on Saturday night when the Sabbath ended. But there was no such Jewish custom of breaking bread 
on the first day of the week. In the Jewish culture, the term, "breaking of bread", merely applies to any meal. So, 
IF this was a custom, it was a “Christian” custom, and not a Jewish custom. But the fact that this was practiced 
only in Ephesus224 – possibly only that one time, because Paul was visiting – in no way establishes this as a 
universal Christian custom or tradition. Also: 1 Corinthians 16:2 does NOT mention a "collection" being taken 
on the first day of the week in a church gathering at Corinth. Greek scholars Vincent and Robertson both give 
quite a different picture, rendering the phrase: "Lay by him in store (παῤ ἑαυτῷ τιθέτω θησαυρίζων) 
Lit., put by himself treasuring. Put by at home." (Vincent's Word Studies); and "Lay by him in store (par' 
heautōi tithetō thēsaurizōn). By himself, in his home. Treasuring it (cf. Matthew 6:19 for thēsaurizō). 
(Robertson's Word Pictures) This was not a Christian custom or tradition at church gatherings. 
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Appointment in Jerusalem 
 
;3+,"g=Kdn"+*&&,"%,"+-1+"E1%&"#1/+*'"+$"122(9*"(/"a*2%,1&*4"(/"+(4*"?$2"+-*"
?*1,+"$?"E*/+*3$,+:";"&(++&*"&1+*2"(/";3+,"g<Kdd8"-*"*D.&1(/*'"+$"B*&(D"+-1+"+-*"
2*1,$/"-*"7$%2/*5*'"+$"a*2%,1&*4"#1,"C+$"#$2,-(.C:"J1)(/0"(/+$"
3$/,('*21+($/"+-1+"-*"#1,"(/"?2$/+"$?"B*&(D"+$"'*?*/'"-(4,*&?"1/'"#1/+(/0"+$"
41)*"+-*"31,*"+-1+"+-*"133%,1+($/,"101(/,+"-(4"1,"“stirring up dissension 

among the Jews” 1/'"“desecrating the temple”**#"#*2*"?1&,***$8"#*"31/".$,,(6&5"
%/'*2,+1/'"#-5"-*"#$%&'"41)*"+-(,"-(,",+1+*'".%2.$,*"?$2"0$(/0"+$"
a*2%,1&*4:"A%+"(+"#1,"3*2+1(/&5"/$+"-(,"$/&5".%2.$,*"?$2"0$(/0"+$"a*2%,1&*4:"!"
,15"+-(,"6*31%,*8"-*"+$&'"+-*"*&'*2,"$?"G.-*,%,"+-1+""he was bound in the 
spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there , 
except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city that bonds and 
afflictions await me."**%"!"14"4$2*"(/3&(/*'"+$"6*&(*9*"+-1+"E1%&"?(0%2*'8"
CM-1+*9*2"Q$'"-1,".&1//*'"(/"a*2%,1&*48"!"#1/+"(+"+$".&15"+$"+-*"&120*,+"
1%'(*/3*".$,,(6&*8",$"!Z&&"6*",%2*"+$"6*"+-*2*"$/"+-*"?*1,+"$?"E*/+*3$,+:C"
!/'**'8"E1%&"#1,"2*1'5"+$"'(*"(/"a*2%,1&*4:";/'"'%2(/0"+-(,8"-(,"e0,"
4(,,($/125"7$%2/*58"-*"#1,"3&*12&5",15(/0"?12*#*&&"+$"+-*"3-%23-*,"(/"*13-"
.&13*8"1,"-*")/*#"-*"#$%&'"/*9*2",**"+-*4"101(/:**&"H$8"!Z4"/$+"16,$&%+*&5"
3$/9(/3*'"E1%&"2*1&&5"'*,(2*'"+$"0$"+$"a*2%,1&*4"?$2"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"
#$2,-(..(/0"1+"+-*"?*1,+"$?"E*/+*3$,+:"N*")/*#"-*"#1,"3$/+(/%(/0"+$"6*"&*'"

 
225 Acts 24:5-6 
226 Acts 24:12-16 
227 Acts 20:22-24; Cf. 21:4, 9-14 
228 Acts 20:25-38 
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65"+-*">.(2(+8"6%+"(/+$"#-1+8"-*"'('"/$+"?%&&5"%/'*2,+1/':"_*+8"-*""was not 

disobedient to the heavenly vision."**'"""""
"
;3+,"gdYgn"2*&1+*"#-1+"-1..*/*'"#-*/"E1%&"122(9*'"(/"a*2%,1&*4K";?+*2"
E1%&"-1'"6**/"#124&5"2*3*(9*'"65"a14*,"1/'"+-*"*&'*2,8"1/'"E1%&"-1'"
,-12*'"#(+-"+-*4"16$%+"#-1+"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"-1'"'$/*"14$/0"+-*"Q*/+(&*,8"
#-1+"+-*5",15"+$"E1%&"(/"2*.&5"+*&&,"%,"4%3-"16$%+"+-*"*12&5"@-2(,+(1/"
3-%23-8"+-*"a*#(,-"&*1'*2,-(.8"+-*"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,8"1,"#*&&"1,"16$%+"E1%&"
1/'"-(,"4(/(,+25K"""They (James and the elders of Jerusalem) said to him (Paul): 
You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have 
believed, and they are all zealous for the Law; 21 and they have been told about you, 
that you are teaching all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, 
telling them not to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the 
customs."*!)"
"
J-*2*"(,".&*/+5"$?"*9('*/3*"2*3$2'*'"(/"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,8"1,"#*&&"1,"(/"
+-*$&$0(31&"1/'"-(,+$2(31&"12+(3&*,8*!("+-1+"+-*"*12&5"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,"#*2*8"(/"
?13+8"CT*1&$%,"?$2"+-*"F1#C:"J-1+"(,"1"#*&&Y,%..$2+*'"?13+8"1/'"(/"(+,*&?"(,"
,%??(3(*/+"?$2"1/"1&+*2/1+(9*"+$"+-*"+21'(+($/1&".*2,.*3+(9*"$?"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-:"
A%+"+-*2*"12*"912($%,",3-$$&,"$?"+-$%0-+"2*012'(/0"+-*",+1+*4*/+"+-1+"E1%&"
#1,""teaching all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling 

 
229 Acts 26:19 
230 Acts 21:20-21 
231 Just one example: There are two articles which are very concise, complete, and convincing written by Ron 
Ammundsen – "When Did the Disciples of Jesus Stop Observing the Old Testament Laws" and "How the 
Apostles were Expelled from Christianity" (which includes "secular" historical material from "The Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire" by Edward Gibbon). I agree with Ammundsen's historical facts, but do not 
necessarily agree with his conclusions. 
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them not to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs"."M1,"
+-(,"+2%*`"I2"#1,"(+"1"?1&,*"133%,1+($/`"!/+*2*,+(/0&58"E1%&"'('"/$+"13+%1&&5"
,15"(?"(+"#1,"+2%*"$2"?1&,*:""
"
!/";3+,"gdKdSYgo8"#*"2*1'"+-1+"a14*,"1/'"+-*"*&'*2,"(/"a*2%,1&*4"+$&'"E1%&"
+-1+"(/"$2'*2"+$".2$9*"+$"+-*"a*#,"+-1+"-*"#1,"/$+"+*13-(/0"101(/,+"
3(23%43(,($/"1/'"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,8"-*"#$%&'"/**'"
+$"+1)*"1"9$#"#-(3-"(/9$&9*'",-19(/0"-(,"-*1'8*!*".%2(?5"-(4,*&?"?$2",*9*/"
'15,8"1/'".15"?$2"1",132(?(3*"+$"6*"$??*2*'"(/"+-*"+*4.&*"U"/$+"$/&5"?$2"
-(4,*&?8"6%+"1&,$"?$2"?$%2"$+-*2"4*/:";/'"+-(,"-*"'('8"1&+-$%0-"-*"/*9*2"0$+"
+$"+-*"$??*2(/0".12+8"1,"1"2($+"62$)*"$%+"1/'"-*"#1,"122*,+*':"J-(,"#1,"1/"$%+"
1/'"$%+".$&(+(31&".&$5"$/"+-*".12+"$?"+-*"&*1'*2,-(."$?"+-*"3-%23-"(/"
a*2%,1&*4"U"1/'"E1%&"#*/+"1&$/0"#(+-"(+m"M-5`"M*"4%,+"3$/,('*2".&1%,(6&*"
*D.&1/1+($/,"?$2"#-1+"3&*12&5"&$$),"&()*"-5.$32(,5:""
"
J-(,"(,"+-*"V%*,+($/K"M-5"'('"E1%&".213+(3*"+-*""elementary principles of 

the world""(/"-(,".*2,$/1&"&(?*"1/'".%6&(3"4(/(,+25"?2$4";3+,"c"+-2$%0-"gd8"

5*+"#2(+*",$",+2$/0&5"101(/,+"+-*4"(/"Q1&1+(1/,8"g"@$2(/+-(1/,8"R$41/,8"

E-(&(..(1/,8"1/'"@$&$,,(1/,`"!/"45".*2,.*3+(9*8"+-(,"(,,%*"314*"+$"1"32(,(,"
.$(/+"#-*/"E1%&"122(9*'"1/'"#1,"122*,+*'"(/"a*2%,1&*4:""
"
R*012'(/0"+-*"('*1"+-1+"E1%&"#1,"“teaching all the Jews to forsake Moses… and 

not to walk according to the customs":">$4*",3-$&12,"+25"+$".2$9*"+-(,"+$"6*"1"
 

232 The Nazarite vow (Numbers 6). 
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?1&,*"133%,1+($/:"I+-*2,",15"+-1+"(+"#1,"1"+2%*",+1+*4*/+:";/'",$4*"$?"+-$,*"
(/"+-*"&1++*2"02$%."*9*/"0$",$"?12"1,"+$",15"+-1+"E1%&"#1,"+-*"$2(0(/1+$2"$?"
C;/+(Y>*4(+(,4C:"!+",**4,"+$"4*"+-1+"$/*"#$%&'"-19*"+$"4(,(/+*2.2*+"E1%&Z,"
#2(+(/0,8"1/'"+$+1&&5"(0/$2*".1,,10*,"&()*"R$41/,"oYdd8"(/"$2'*2"+$".*23*(9*"
E1%&"1,"1/";/+(Y>*4(+*:"A%+"/*9*2Y+-*Y&*,,8"!"+-(/)"(+"(,"V%(+*".$,,(6&*"+-1+"
E1%&8"(/"?13+8"M;>"HIJ""teaching all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to 
forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children nor to walk according 
to the customs." J-1+"(,8"-*"-1'"HIJ"_GJ"'$/*",$"Y"/$+"+-2$%0-"-(,"&(?*"1/'"
4(/(,+258"/$2"+-2$%0-"-(,"*.(,+&*,:*!!"A%+8"1,"!",1('8"+-(,"(,,%*"-1'"2*13-*'"1"
32(,(,".$(/+8"1/'"!"6*&(*9*"1"+%2/(/0".$(/+8"(/"#-(3-"E1%&"#$%&'"-19*"1"
,.(2(+%1&"62*1)+-2$%0-"2*,%&+(/0"(/"9*25"'(??*2*/+".*2,.*3+(9*,"$/"+-*"&1#"
#-(3-"12*"?$%/'"(/"-(,"F*++*2"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,8"-(,"F*++*2"+$"+-*"R$41/,8"-(,"
g+,"F*++*2"+$"+-*""@$2(/+-(1/,8"-(,"F*++*2"+$"+-*"E-(&(..(1/,8"1/'"-(,"F*++*2"+$"
+-*"@$&$,,(1/,:"""
"
H$+(3*"+-1+"+-*"133%,1+($/"#1,"+-1+"E1%&"#1,"+*&&(/0"a*#,"+$"?$2,1)*"]$,1(3"
3(23%43(,($/"1/'"3%,+$4,:";,"1"a*#"-(4,*&?8"E1%&"#1,"13+%1&&5".213+(3(/0"
+-$,*"+-(/0,:";/'"!"6*&(*9*"+-1+"?$2"1"?*#"'*31'*,*!""-*".*23*(9*'"(+"+$"6*"
/$241&"?$2"1&&"+-$,*"#-$"#*2*"a*#,"+$"“live like Jews”*!#"Y"*9*/"(?"+-*5"#*2*"

 
233 According to my chronology, at this point, Paul had only written 1 & 2 Thessalonians (50/51 A.D.); 1 
Corinthians (55 A.D.); 1 Timothy (55 A.D.); and possibly 2 Corinthians (56 A.D.) According to the Southern 
Galatia theory, Paul wrote Galatians in 48 A.D. just prior to the church conference in Jerusalem (Acts 15); but I 
favor the Northern Galatia theory supporting a later dating, with Galatians being written after 2 Corinthians and 
before Romans (57 A.D.), approximately a year prior to the writing of Philippians and Colossians (58 A.D.).  
234 Viz. 33 A.D. to circa 57 A.D. – approximately 24 years after Jesus ascended. 
235 Galatians 2:14 
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@-2(,+(1/,:"A%+8"1,"-*"41'*"3&*12"+$"E*+*28"-*"+-$%0-+"(+"#2$/0"U"3$/+2125"+$"
+-*"0$,.*&"U"+$"+*&&"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,"+$"“live like Jews”:""""
"
!/"$+-*2"#$2',8"%."+$"+-(,".$(/+8"E1%&"-1'"&$$)*'"$/"+-(,"1,"4*2*&5"1"W3%&+%21&"
(,,%*X:">.*3(?(31&&5K";&+-$%0-",1&91+($/"314*"$/&5"+-2$%0-"?1(+-"(/"@-2(,+"U"
/$+"+-2$%0-"#$2),"$?"+-*"&1#"U"(+"#1,"/$241&"1/'"?(/*"?$2"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,"
+$".213+(3*"+-*"3%&+%21&"1/'"2*&(0($%,"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"02$%/'*'"(/"+-*"
I&'"@$9*/1/+:"A%+8"E1%&"?*&+8"+-*,*",14*"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"'('"/$+"
/**'"+$"6*"*/?$23*'"U"(/"?13+8"#$%&'"6*",.(2(+%1&&5"-124?%&"U"(?"(4.$,*'"%.$/"
Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,:"!+"#1,"4*2*&5"1"W3%&+%21&"(,,%*X:""
"
A%+8"!"-19*"+$",158"(?"(/"?13+8"+-1+"#1,"E1%&f,"+-(/)(/08"!"-19*"1".2$6&*4"#(+-"
+-1+"2*1,$/(/0K";2*"#*"+$"+-(/)"+-1+"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,"#$%&'"6*",%,3*.+(6&*"
+$",%6,+(+%+(/0"+-*"#$2),"$?"+-*"&1#"?$2"?1(+-"1/'"0213*b"6%+"+-1+"+-(,"#$%&'"
/$+".2*,*/+"1",.(2(+%1&"'1/0*2"?$2"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,`"J-1+"7%,+"'$*,/f+"41)*"
,*/,*"+$"4*:"A%+8"+-*/"101(/8"!f4"/$+"E1%&:"!f4"/$+"“circumcised the eighth 
day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the 
Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness, 
which is in the Law, found blameless.”*!$"A%+8"1..12*/+&58"+-1+"#1,"-$#"E1%&"
+-$%0-+"?$2"1"?*#"'*31'*,"Y"?2$4"ee"+$"lS";:P:"U"g<"5*12,"1?+*2"a*,%,"
1,3*/'*':""
 

 
236 Philippians 3:5-6 
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“Becoming All Things to All Men” 
 
J-*"$/&5",32(.+%21&"*D.&1/1+($/"?$2"E1%&f,"2*1,$/(/0"1/'".213+(3*"$?"
41(/+1(/(/0"+-*"3%&+%21&"1/'"2*&(0($%,"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"$?"+-*"I&'"
@$9*/1/+"?$2"+-*"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,"6%+"/$+"?$2"+-*"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,"(,"+-(,"
#-(3-"-*",+1+*'"(/"d"@$2(/+-(1/,"oKdoYgeK"19 “For though I am free from all men, 
I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more. 20 To the Jews I became as 
a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under law, as under law 
though not being myself under law, so that I might win those who are under 
law; 21 to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the 
law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without 
law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all 
things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. 23 I do all things for the sake 
of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it.” "
 
F1+*28"E1%&"1&,$",1('8"“Give no offense either to Jews or Greeks or to the church of 
God; just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the 
profit of the many, so that they may be saved.”237 ;/'"+-(,"-*",.$)*"2*012'(/0"
*1+(/0"4*1+"+-1+"-1'"6**/",132(?(3*'"+$"('$&,8"#-(3-"#1,"$/*"$?"+-*"?$%2"
+16$$,"+-*"a*2%,1&*4"*&'*2,"019*"+$"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,:*!&"E1%&",1('8"$/*"
+2%&5"6$2/"$?"+-*">.(2(+"(,"?2**"+$"*1+"$2"/$+"*1+"4*1+",132(?(3*'"+$"('$&,:"A%+"
$/*",-$%&'"'$"#-1+*9*2"#$%&'"2*,.*3+"+-*"3$/,3(*/3*"$?"+-*".*2,$/"5$%"12*"
1++*4.+(/0"+$"4(/(,+*2"+$K"G1+"+-*"4*1+"(?"+-*"/$/Y6*&(*9*2",*+,"(+"6*?$2*"5$%b"
6%+"'$/f+"*1+"(+"(?"(+"#(&&"$??*/'"1"/$/Y6*&(*9*2:*!'"""

 
237 1 Corinthians 10:32-33 
238 Acts 15:29 
239 Cf. 1 Corinthians 10:19-33 
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"
B(2,+&58"!"1??(24"+-*"('*1"+-1+"6*31%,*"E1%&"#1,8"(/"?13+8"“under the law of 

Christ”8"1/'"-1'"“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ”"#(+-(/8"-*"#1,"
,.(2(+%1&&5"*/16&*'"+$"6*"“as a Jew”8"$2"“as under law”8"$2"“as without law”8"
1/'"“as weak”8"1/'"“as all things to all men”8"1/'"“as pleasing all men in all 

things”"U"1&&"#(+-$%+",.(2(+%1&"-124"+$"-(4,*&?:"a*,%,"$?"H1T12*+-"'('"(+:"E1%&"
'('"(+:"J-$,*"#-$"12*"+2%&5"6$2/"$?"+-*">.(2(+"31/"'$"(+:";/'"!"1??(24"E1%&f,"
4$+(91+($/"+$"“do all things for the sake of the gospel” (/"$2'*2"+$"“by all (these) 

means save some”:"E1%&"#1,"9*25",*2($%,"16$%+"#(//(/0"a*#,"+$"@-2(,+*")"1/'"
“diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit”*"("Y"1,"#*",-$%&'"6*"1&,$:""""
"
B$2"*D14.&*8"1"&*0(+(41+*"#(+/*,,"3$%&'"6*K";++*/'(/0"1">-1661+",*29(3*"$2"
,$4*"a*#(,-"-$&('15",*29(3*"1+"1",5/10$0%*"#(+-"1/"13V%1(/+1/3*"(/"$2'*2"
+$"*12/"-(,"+2%,+8",$"+-1+"-*"4(0-+"6*"2*3*.+(9*"+$"5$%2",-12(/0"5$%2"
+*,+(4$/5"$?"?1(+-"(/"@-2(,+8"#-(&*"5$%"5$%2,*&?"2*41(/"?2**"$?"&*01&(,+(3"
6$/'10*:"I/"+-*"$+-*2"-1/'8"(+"#$%&'"6*"1/"(&&*0(+(41+*"#(+/*,,"+$"5$%2"
?2(*/'"65"6*3$4(/0"1"4*46*2"$?"1"j($/(,+".$&(+(31&"4$9*4*/+"+$"#$2)"
+$#12',"+-*"2*6%(&'(/0"$?"+-*"+*4.&*"1/'"+-*"2*,+$21+($/"$?"1/(41&",132(?(3*,"
(/"a*2%,1&*4:"J-*"?(2,+"(,",15(/08"W!"2*,.*3+"5$%2"3%&+%2*:X"J-*",*3$/'"(,"
,15(/08"WM*f2*"$/"+-*",14*"+*14:X""
"
!

 
 

240 Romans 9:1-3 
241 Ephesians 4:3 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

90 

Offending  
“the thousands who are zealous for the Law”242 

 
>$8"#-1+"'('"E1%&"4*1/"#-*/"-*",1('"-*"“became all things to all men”`"!f4"
/$+"16,$&%+*&5"3*2+1(/:"!"14"4$2*"(/+*2*,+*'"(/"+-*"New & Living Way:"A%+"!"

14"3*2+1(/"$?"+-(,K"N*"#1,",15(/0",$4*+-(/0"$?"1"21'(31&&5"[?%/'14*/+1&&5\"
'(??*2*/+"/1+%2*"+$"AIJN"Q*/+(&*"1/'"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,"#-*/"-*"#2$+*"-(,"
&*++*2,"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,8"@$&$,,(1/,8"R$41/,8"1/'"E-(&(..(1/,:*"!"!"#1/+"+$"
,+2*,,"+-1+"#-1+"-*",1('"(/"+-*,*"&*++*2,8"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"'('"/$+"(/+*/'"?$2"
Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,"$/&58"6%+"1&,$"?$2"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,:"M-1+"-*",1('"(/"+-*,*"
&*++*2,"#1,"HIJ"3%&+%2*Y$2(*/+*'"U"(+"#1,"HIJ"'(,.*/,1+($/1&8"+-1+"(,8"(+"#1,"
HIJ"41)(/0"1"'(,+(/3+($/"6*+#**/"1"a*#(,-"1/'"1"Q*/+(&*"1..2$13-"+$"
,.(2(+%1&(+5:"M-1+"-*"#2$+*"(/"+-$,*"*.(,+&*,"#1,",(4.&5"H*#"@$9*/1/+"U"“a 
renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised ….”*"""[E&*1,*"2*1'"+-*",32(.+%2*"2*?*2*/3*,"(/"+-(,"?$$+/$+*:\"""
"
P$"5$%"2*4*46*2"#-1+"a14*,",1('"16$%+"+-*"“thousands who were zealous for 

the Law”`"N$#"'$"5$%"+-(/)"+-*,*"E1%&(/*",+1+*4*/+,",$%/'*'"+$"+-*4`K""""
Ø “Faith in Christ plus works of the law is a different gospel from the gospel of 

Christ.245 If you preach that gospel, may you be accursed.”246"

 
242 Acts 21:20 
243 All these epistles were written to BOTH Gentile and Jewish Christians. Cf. Galatians 3:1-5, 23-25; Romans 
2:17-24; 7:1, 4-6; Colossians 2:13-14. Hebrews, which may or may not have been written by Paul, was 
obviously written to Jewish Christians; and makes the most complete distinction between Mosaic Law and New 
Covenant. Cf. Hebrews 8:13   
244 Colossians 3:11; Galatians 3:28; Romans 10:12; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Cf. Ephesians 2:14-18; 3:1-10 
245 Galatians 1:6-7 
246 Galatians 1:8-9 
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Ø “The law nullifies the grace of God and Christ’s death on the cross.”247 
Ø “All you who rely on works of the law are under a curse.”248 
Ø “If you live by the law, you are living like a slave.”249 
Ø “All you who want to be justified by the law, are fallen from grace and severed 

from Christ.”250 
"
P$*,"+-1+",$%/'"&()*"+-*"E1%&"#-$"“gives no offense either to Jews or to Greeks, 

or to the church of God, and tries to please all men in all things”?251"E1%&"#2$+*"
9*25",(4(&12"+-(/0,"(/"g"@$2(/+-(1/,8"R$41/,8"@$&$,,(1/,8"1/'"E-(&(..(1/,:"
A%+"1&&"$?"+-*"16$9*",+1+*4*/+,"#*2*"+1)*/",$&*&5"?2$4"+-*"F*++*2"+$"+-*"
Q1&1+(1/,:""
"
"

 
247 Galatians 2:21 
248 Galatians 3:10 
249 Galatians 4:1-11, 21-31 
250 Galatians 5:4 
251 1 Corinthians 10:32-33 
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Turning Point 
"
M-*/"'('"E1%&"#2(+*"+-*,*"+-(/0,`*#*">.*3(?(31&&5K"P('"E1%&"#2(+*"+-*,*"
+-(/0,"6*?$2*"$2"1?+*2"&(9(/0"133$2'(/0"+$"+-*"&1#"(/".%6&(3"?$2"gg"5*12,8*#!"
3%&4(/1+(/0"(/"a*2%,1&*4"#(+-"-(,".12+(3(.1+(/0"(/"1".$&(+(31&".&$5"+$".&*1,*"
+-*"a*#,"65"+1)(/0"1"9$#8",-19(/0"-(,"-*1'8"%/'*20$(/0"S"'15,"$?"
.%2(?(31+($/8"1/'".15(/0"?$2"1",132(?(3*"+$"6*"$??*2*'"(/"+-*"+*4.&*`"P('"E1%&"
#2(+*"+-$,*"#$2',"6*?$2*"$2"1?+*2"-*",.*/+"gg"5*12,"3$/+21'(3+(/0"+-*4`"""""
"
>$4*"6*&(*9*"-*"#2$+*"Q1&1+(1/,"(/"<c";:P:"Y"S"5*12,"6*?$2*"-*"122(9*'"(/"
a*2%,1&*4:">$4*"$+-*2,"6*&(*9*"-*"#2$+*"Q1&1+(1/,"(/"le"$2"l<";:P:"Y"d"$2"g"
5*12,"6*?$2*"122(9(/0"(/"a*2%,1&*4:*#"";"?*#8"&()*"45,*&?8"6*&(*9*"-*"#2$+*"
Q1&1+(1/,",-$2+&5"1?+*2"-*"122(9*'"(/"a*2%,1&*4"(/"ll";:P:"#-(&*"(/".2(,$/"

(/"@1*,12*18"$2"(/"lc";:P:"#-(&*"(/".2(,$/"(/"R$4*"U"1?+*2"3$4(/0"+$"+-1+"
3%&4(/1+(/0"32(,(,"(/"a*2%,1&*4:""""""""
"
!"+25"+$"(410(/*"45,*&?"(/"E1%&f,".&13*K"B$2"gg"5*12,"-*"#1,"02$#(/0"(/"-(,"
%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"+-*"(4.&(31+($/,"$?"+-*"0$,.*&"Y"2*&1+(/0"(+"+$"912($%,"(,,%*,"
&()*"a*#(,-"1/'"Q*/+(&*"3%&+%2*,"1/'"+-*"]$,1(3"&1#8"01(/(/0"4$2*"1/'"4$2*"
2*9*&1+($/"1/'"%/'*2,+1/'(/0b"1/'"+-*/"-19(/0"(+"3%&4(/1+*"#(+-"+-1+".$&(+(31&"
.&$5"$?"+-*"a*2%,1&*4"*&'*2,8"0$(/0"+-2$%0-"+-1+"?(1,3$"#(+-"+-*"3$/9(3+(/0"

 
252 Please see Appendix I concerning chronology, and Appendix II concerning the dating of the Letter to the 
Galatians. 
253 33 – 55 A.D. 
254 Placing the location of writing the Galatian letter in Ephesus or Greece, even with the later dating, still 
makes Paul’s contradictory behavior in Jerusalem just as problematic. But, as with Peter’s betrayal of the Lord 
(Luke 22:54-62), I suppose it is quite possible that Paul also could have acted in such a hypocritical way.   
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.2*,*/3*"1/'"(/,+2%3+(/0"9$(3*"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"+-2$%0-"(+"1&&:""!f4"(/3&(/*'"
+$"6*&(*9*"+-1+"#(+-"+-*"3&(41D"$?"-(,"122*,+"(/"a*2%,1&*48"+-*2*"#1,"1"

62*1)(/0".$(/+"U"1"+%2/(/0".$(/+:"H$#8"#(+-"(/32*1,*'")/$#&*'0*8"(/,(0-+8"
%/'*2,+1/'(/08"1/'"#(,'$4"U"1&$/0"#(+-"*D+*/'*'"+(4*"?$2"2*?&*3+($/"#-(3-"
.2(,$/"1??$2'*'"-(48"E1%&",+12+*'"0*++(/0"-(,"+-$%0-+,"325,+1&(T*'"W$/"
.1.*2X*##8",$"+$",.*1)8"1/'"#2$+*"+-*"6%&)"$?"-(,"*.(,+&*,"U"(/3&%'(/0"""""""""""""
g"@$2(/+-(1/,8"Q1&1+(1/,8"R$41/,8"E-(&(..(1/,8"1/'"@$&$,,(1/,*#$"U"(/"#-(3-"
#*"?(/'"+2%+-,",.*3(?(31&&5"0*241/*"+$"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"
+2%+-:""""""
"
!/"Q1&1+(1/,"1/'"@$&$,,(1/,8"-*",.*3(?(31&&5"#2(+*,"$?""the elementary 

principles of the world"8"MN!@N"J;qG"JNG"BIR]"IB"JNG>G"RGF!Q!IO>"
;HP"@OFJOR;F"@O>JI]>";HP"JR;P!J!IH>:";/'"?2$4"+-(,".$(/+"
$/#12'"E1%&",+$.,"-(,".*2,$/1&".213+(3*"$?"+-*,*"+-(/0,"1/'"#12/,"AIJN"
a*#(,-"1/'"Q*/+(&*"101(/,+"+-*4:"B2$4"16$%+"ln"$2"lS";:P:8"E1%&"6*01/"+$"
'*4$/,+21+*"A New and Living Way"Y"(/"6$+-"#$2'"1/'"'**'"U"/14*&58"JNG"

HGM"@ILGH;HJ"#-(3-"2*.&13*,"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"[/$#"$6,$&*+**#%\"?$2"
AIJN"a*#(,-"1/'"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,:"">$8"(+"(,"/$+"3$/+21'(3+($/"1/'"
-5.$32(,5"+-1+"#*",**"(/"+-*"&(?*"1/'"4(/(,+25"$?"E1%&"U"21+-*28"#-1+"#*"

,**"(,"6*(/0"F*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"(/+$",.(2(+%1&"02$#+-"1/'"+21/,?$241+($/:""
"
"

 
255 i.e., His epistles. 
256 Also, Ephesians and Philemon; and possibly, Hebrews. 
257 Hebrews 8:13 
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Spiritual Hurdles 
 
M-5"'('"(+"+1)*"E1%&"4$2*"+-1/"+#$"'*31'*,"+$",**"+-*"$.*21+($/"$?"“the 

elementary principles of the world”"1+"#$2)"(/"+-*"$6,$&*+*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"
3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,`"J-(,"(,"1"6(+"$?"1"W2-*+$2(31&"V%*,+($/X"(/"+-1+"$/&5"
+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"(,".2(95"+$"+-*"+21/,?$241+($/".2$3*,,"+-1+"/**'*'"+$"+1)*"
.&13*"(/"E1%&f,"-*12+"1/'"4(/':*#&"A%+8"!"#$%&'"&()*"+$".$(/+"$%+",$4*"$?"+-*"
,.(2(+%1&"(,,%*,"$2"-%2'&*,"#-(3-"E1%&"1/'"+-*"$+-*2"1.$,+&*,"*/3$%/+*2*'"
1/'"-1'"+$"W#$2)"+-*(2"#15"+-2$%0-XK"""
"
E1%&"#1,"1"a*#:"N*"2*?*22*'"+$"-(4,*&?"1,"“a Hebrew of Hebrews”:*#'"J-*"
a*#,"#*2*"/$+"#1(+(/0"?$2"]*,,(1-"+$"62(/0"1"HGM"@$9*/1/+8"6%+"21+-*28"1"
RGHGMGP"@$9*/1/+:*$)"J-(,"(,"#-1+"+-*"1.$,+&*,"6*&(*9*'"-1'"-1..*/*'K"
J-*"]*,,(1-"-1'"3$4*"(/"a*,%,"$?"H1T12*+-:"J-*"E2$4(,*"$?"+-*"B1+-*28"
+-*"N$&5">.(2(+8"#1,".$%2*'"$%+"(/"a*2%,1&*4"$/"+-*"P15"$?"E*/+*3$,+:"B2$4"
+-*"a*#(,-".*2,.*3+(9*8"Q$'"-1'"WRGHGMGPX"+-*"3$9*/1/+8"7%,+"1,"+-*"
.2$.-*+,"-1'".2$.-*,(*':*$("H$#8"+-*"4(,,($/"#1,"+$"+*&&"1&&"$?"!,21*&"+-*"
0$$'"/*#,:"!+"#1,"$/&5"1?+*2"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"6*01/"+$"1&,$"?1&&"$/"Q*/+(&*,8"
+-1+"+-*"1.$,+&*,"6*01/"+$"+-(/)"16$%+"1/5"$?"+-*"(,,%*,"2*&1+*'"+$"+-*"
Q*/+(&*"3$/9*2+,"+$"@-2(,+:"""""

 
258 1 Corinthians 2:11 & 15 
259 Philippians 3:5 
260 e.g., Peter’s message in Acts 2:14-36and Stephen’s message in Acts 7:2-53. This is certainly the “orthodox” 
Jewish perspective, as stated in contemporary Jewish theology: Cf. “Covenant”, Jewish Encyclopedia, 
www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/4714-covenant; and “Is Jeremiah’s ‘New Covenant’ a Prophecy Fulfilled 
by the New Testament?” by Gerald Sigal, Jews for Judaism,  https://jewsforjudaism.org/knowledge/articles/is-
jeremiahs-qnew-covenantq-jeremiah-3131-34-a-prophecy-fulfilled-by-the-new-testament/  
261 Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:24-28; Isaiah 54:9-10, 13-14. 
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"
J$"+-*"a*#,8"Q$'"-1'"1&2*1'5"0(9*/"+-*"F1#:"H$#"N*"-1'"1&,$"0(9*/"+-*"
>.(2(+:"J$"+-*"Q*/+(&*,8"Q$'"#1,"0(9(/0"+-*">.(2(+b"6%+"'('"N*"1&,$"(/+*/'"+$"
0(9*"+-*4"+-*"F1#"+$"+-*"Q*/+(&*,`"J-1+"#1,"+-*"(,,%*"+-*"1.$,+&*,"

/**'*'"+$",$2+"$%+"?$2"+-*4,*&9*,:"J-*"a%'1(T*2,"U"“certain men from 

James”Y",1('"W_*,8"Q*/+(&*,"1&,$"/**'"+$"#$2,-(."133$2'(/0"+$"+-*"&*++*2"$?"
+-*"F1#:X"E*2,$/1&&58"!"-19*"+-*"(4.2*,,($/"+-1+"E*+*28"1/'"4$2*",$8"a14*,8"
#*2*"3$/+*/+"#(+-"+-(,".*2,.*3+(9*8",(/3*"+-*5"#*2*"/$+"31&&*'"+$"+-*"
Q*/+(&*,"1,"E1%&"#1,8"1/'"+-*5",.*/+"+-*(2"+(4*".2(412(&5"(/"a*2%,1&*48"
(44*2,*'"(/"+-*"a*#(,-"3%&+%2*:"B$2"+-*48"+$"3$/+(/%*"(/"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"
3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"#1,"+-*"W/1+%21&f"+-(/0"+$"'$:""""
"
;,"#*f9*",**/"(/"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,8"E1%&8"1,"1"a*#8"1&,$"3$/+(/%*'"(/"+-*,*"
a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,:"A%+8"1+"+-*",14*"+(4*8"-*"$..$,*'"+-*"
a%'1(T*2,8"6*31%,*"-*"'('"/$+"#1/+"+$"6*"&()*"+-*",32(6*,"1/'"E-12(,**,"
a*,%,"3$/'*4/*'"?$2".%++(/0"%//*3*,,125"W-*195"6%2'*/,X"$/".*$.&*"U"(/"
+-(,"31,*"+-*"Q*/+(&*"3$/9*2+,"+$"@-2(,+:*$*"E1%&"[1/'"+-*"$+-*2"1.$,+&*,\"-1'"
+$"#$2)"+-*(2"#15"+-2$%0-"2*&(0($%,Y3%&+%21&"(,,%*,:"P('"Q$'"-19*"'(??*2*/+"
2*V%(2*4*/+,"?$2"+-*"'(??*2*/+"3%&+%2*,`";")(/'"$?"3%&+%21&"
'(,.*/,1+($/1&(,4*$!`"]156*"+-*"]$,1(3"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"#$%&'",+(&&"
1..&5"?$2"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,8"6%+"/$+"/*3*,,12(&5"?$2"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,`"A%+"
101(/8"E1%&"*9*/+%1&&5"314*"+$"+-*"3$/3&%,($/"+-1+"+-*,*"+-(/0,"U"

 
262 Galatians 6:12-13; Cf. Matthew 23:1-4; Luke 11:46. 
263 In the sense of one program of salvation for Jews and a different program for Gentiles. (I am NOT a 
dispensationalist.) 
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2*&(0($%,"1/'"3%&+%21&"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"Y"(/"?13+8"9($&1+*'"+-*"H*#"

@$9*/1/+:""
""
N19*"5$%",+2%00&*'"#(+-"W-1+(/0"+-*",(/"1/'"&$9(/0"+-*",(//*2X`"P$*,"(+"
,$4*+(4*,",**4"1&4$,+"(4.$,,(6&*"+$"“speak the truth in love”`"@*2+1(/&58"
+-*,*"12*"+-(/0,"+-1+"31/"$/&5"6*"2*3$/3(&*'"65"J-*">.(2(+"$?"Q213*:"
]1/(?*,+(/0"+-*,*"1++2(6%+*,"$?"Q$'8"#-(3-",**4"+$"6*"3$/+21'(3+$258"31/"
2*V%(2*"1",.(2(+%1&"+21/,?$241+($/".2$3*,,"(/"#-(3-"(+"31/"+1)*",$4*"+(4*"+$"
&*12/"-$#"+$"6*"&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"1,"+$"-$#"+$".2*,*/+"+2%+-"(/"&$9*:"""
"
!/"1",(4(&12"#158"!",**"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"(/"+-(,")(/'"$?"+21/,?$241+($/".2$3*,,"
+-*"?(2,+"+#$"'*31'*,"$?"-(,"&(?*"1/'"4(/(,+25"(/"+-*">.(2(+"$?"@-2(,+:"N*"
*9*/+%1&&5"314*"(/+$"1"%/(+5"$?",**4(/0&5"3$/+21'(3+$25"1,.*3+,"$?"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"&(?*"1/'"4(/(,+25"(/"+-*">.(2(+:";/'"4$,+"&()*&5"6*31%,*"$?"-(,"Q$'Y
0(9*/"31&&(/0"1/'"0(?+(/0"+$"62(/0"+-*"0$,.*&"+$"+-*"Q*/+(&*,8"4$2*",$"+-1/"
a14*,"1/'"E*+*28"E1%&"#1,"*/16&*'"+$"W,**"6*5$/'X"+-*"&*++*2"$?"+-*"&1#"
(/+$"+-*"?1(+-"1/'"0213*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:""
"
;,"#*"'(,3%,,*'8"E1%&"#1,"1&,$"4$+(91+*'"+$"“pursue the things which make 

for peace and the building up (not the tearing down) of one another”"U".12+(3%&12&5"
6*+#**/"a*#(,-"1/'"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,*$""Y"“showing tolerance for one another 
in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (For) 
there is one Body and one Spirit”*$#:"N*",1#"+-1+"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"a*,%,"

 
264 Romans 14:19-20 
265 Ephesians 4:2-4 
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41'*".*13*"U"41)(/0"6$+-"+-*"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,"1/'"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,"
Wone new man”"65"62*1)(/0"'$#/"+-*"6122(*2"$?"+-*"'(9('(/0"#1&&"U"+-*"*/4(+5"
Y"#-(3-"(,"+-*"&1#"$?"3$441/'4*/+,"3$/+1(/*'"(/"$2'(/1/3*,:X*$$"E1%&"
'*3&12*'8"“There is neither Jew nor Greek … all are one in Christ Jesus267 …. 
There is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised … 
but Christ is all and in all.”*$&"E1%&",1#"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"%/(?(*'"(/"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+:"J-%,8"(+"#1,".2(412(&5"E1%&"#-$"314*"+$",**"+-1+"@-2(,+8"/$+"
3%&+%2*8"(,"+-*"?$%/'1+($/"$?"+-*"@-%23-:*$'"
"
E1%&"*D-$2+*'"+-*"@-%23-"+$"/$+"7%'0*8"+$"/$+".&13*"$6,+13&*,"$2",+%46&(/0"
6&$3),8"1/'"+$"“accept the one who is weak in faith”:*%)";/'"#-$"#1,"“the one 

weak in faith”`"J-$,*"#-$",+(&&"0219(+1+*'"+$#12'"W+-*"&*++*2"$?"+-*"&1#X8"
2*0%&1+($/,"2*012'(/0"'15,8"?$$'8"1/'"'2(/)8*%("#-(3-"12*"*D14.&*,"$?"“the 

elementary principles of the world”."_*+8"1+"+-*",14*"+(4*8"-*"3$/'*4/*'"
+-*,*"9*25"+-(/0,"6*31%,*"+-*5")*.+"Q$'f,".*$.&*"(/"6$/'10*:*%*"J$"4*8"
#-1+"41)*,",*/,*"$?"+-(,"1..12*/+"3$/+21'(3+($/"(,"+-1+"E1%&"-1'"+$"&*12/"+$"
*/+2%,+"Q$'f,".*$.&*"+$"Q$'f,">.(2(+*%!"U"JN;J"(,"H*#"@$9*/1/+"
4(/(,+25:*%""M*"+*/'"+$"?$3%,"$/"#-1+".*$.&*"W,-$%&'X"$2"W,-$%&'"/$+X"'$"
133$2'(/0"+$"#-1+"(,"#2(++*/"(/",32(.+%2*:";/'"+-*/8"1?+*2"(/,+2%3+(/0"+-*4"#(+-"

 
266 Ephesians 2:11-16 
267 Galatians 3:28 
268 Colossians 3:11 
269 See Appendix III. 
270 Romans 14:1-18 
271 Romans 14:5-6 
272 Galatians 4:3, 9-10; Colossians 2:8, 16, 20-22 
273 This does NOT “come naturally”. 
274 Cf. 2 Corinthians 3 
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#-1+"(,"#2(++*/"(/"+-*",32(.+%2*8"#*"*D.*3+"+-*4"+$".*2?$24"133$2'(/0"+$"#-1+"
(,"#2(++*/"(/",32(.+%2*:"A%+"#*"12*"*D.*3+(/0"+-*"(4.$,,(6&*:"M(+-$%+"1&,$"
/$%2(,-(/0"(/+(41+*"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"“the Spirit (who) gives life”8"+-(,"
1..2$13-"+$"4(/(,+25"(,"4*2*&5"“the letter (that) kills”"U"(+"(,"HIJ"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"4(/(,+258"(+"(,"4(/(,+25"%/'*2"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+:""
"
F()*"E1%&",1('K"“For neither circumcision (doing the law) counts for anything, nor 
uncircumcision (not doing the law), but a new creation.  And as for all who walk by 
this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.”*%#"E1%&"
314*"+$"%/'*2,+1/'"+-1+"Q$'"(,"a%'0*8"1/'"Q$'"&$$),"$/"+-*"-*12+b"1/'"+-*"
,.(2(+%1&".2$02*,,"$?".*$.&*"(,"65"?1(+-8"1/'"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"(,"16&*"+$"

4(/(,+*2"N(,"?2**'$4"1/'"&(?*"+$"Q$'f,".*$.&*:*%$"A%+"+-(,"%,%1&&5"+1)*,"
,$4*"+(4*"Y"7%,+"1,"(+"'('"#(+-"E1%&:"""""""""
""
>+(&&8"%&+(41+*&58"Q$'"'*,(2*,"[1/'"E1%&"'*,(2*'\"+$",**"+-*"@-%23-"?2**"$?"
“the weak, worthless, and obsolete elementary principles of the world 
which enslave God’s people”*%%:"A5"+-*"+(4*"$?"-(,"(4.2(,$/4*/+,"(/"
@1*,12*1"1/'"R$4*8"E1%&"-1'"3$4*"+$",**"+-*,*"+-(/0,"1,"3&*12&5"
,$4*+-(/0"+$"6*"133%2,*'*%&8"1,"+-*5"#*2*"+-*"(/?&%*/3*"$?"“dogs, evil 

workers – the ‘false circumcision’”:";/'"+-*/8"E1%&"#1,"3$44(++*'"+$"6%(&'(/0"

 
275 Galatians 6:15-16 (ESV) 
276 The whole of Romans 14. 
277 Galatians 4:3, 9-10; Colossians 2:8, 16, 20-22; Cf. Hebrews 8:13 
278 Galatians 1:8-9 
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%."+-*"“true circumcision” – “who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in 

Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh”:*%'""""""

 
279 Philippians 3:2-3 
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Appendix – I  
Christ & Culture280 

 
J-*"+*24"W3%&+%2*X"31/"1..&5"+$"41/5"+-(/0,:"!+"31/"1..&5"+$"*+-/(3".*$.&*"
02$%.,8"&()*"W+-*"G%2$.*1/"3%&+%2*X"$2"W+-*"F1+(/$"3%&+%2*X:"J-*"Q$$0&*"
3$2.$21+($/"-1,"(+,"%/(V%*"#$2).&13*"W3%&+%2*X:"]$+$2353&*"*/+-%,(1,+,"1/'"
-$2,*"&$9*2,"*13-"-19*"+-*(2"$#/"%/(V%*"W3%&+%2*,X"1,"#*&&:";/'8"+-*"+*24"
W3%&+%2*X"31/"1&,$"1..&5"+$"912($%,"2*&(0($%,"02$%.,8"&()*"G91/0*&(31&,"$2"
@-12(,41+(3,8"*+:"1&:"!/"?13+8"*9*25"2*&(0($%,"02$%."'*9*&$.,"(+,"$#/"2*&(0($%,"
W3%&+%2*X8"3$/,(,+(/0"$?"+-*(2"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"Y""#-*+-*2"+-$,*"3%,+$4,"
1/'"+21'(+($/,"31/"6*"+213*'"+$"]*'(*91&"F(+%2058"+-*"E2$+*,+1/+"
R*?$241+($/8"G12&5";4*2(31/"R*9(91&"]**+(/0,8"JGP"J1&),8"$2";4*2(31f,"
Q$+"J1&*/+:""
"
@%&+%21&"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"Y",.*3(?(31&&5"2*&(0($%,"$/*,"Y"#*2*"(,,%*,"
#-(3-"+-*"1.$,+&*,"#*2*"'*1&(/0"#(+-"(/"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25b"6%+"+-*,*"(,,%*,"
#*2*"/$+"?%&&5"2*,$&9*':"!/"?13+8"3%&+%21&"1/'"2*&(0($%,"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"
-19*"6**/".2*91(&(/0"(,,%*,"?$2"+-*"@-%23-"+-2$%0-$%+"1&&"(+,"-(,+$25:";/'8"
?$2"+-*"4$,+".12+8"21+-*2"+-1/"6*(/0"C1''2*,,*'C8"+-*,*"3%,+$4,"1/'"
+21'(+($/,"-19*"6**/"C16,$26*'C:"J-*"9(,(6&*"@-%23-"+$'15"(,",+(&&"C3%&+%2*Y
6$%/'C"1/'"/**',"+$"6*",*+"?2**"$?"(+,",1321&"2*&(0($%,"3%,+$4,"1/'"

+21'(+($/,"(/"$2'*2"+$"#1&)"(/"+-*"?%&&/*,,"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:*&(""
 

280 The subject matter of two important theological works: “Christ & Culture” by H. Richard Niebuhr and 
“Christ and Culture Revisited” by D.A. Carson. 
281 See Appendix III: Concerning Culture, an excerpt from A Colony of Heaven. 
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!/"+-*"62$1'*,+",*/,*"$?"+-*"#$2'8"C3%&+%2*C"2*.2*,*/+,"+-*"+$+1&(+5"$?"-%41/"
*D.2*,,($/:";,",%3-8"W3%&+%2*X"(,"+-*"32*1+($/"$?"N%41/(+5:"!/"+-*"A(6&(31&"
M$2&'9(*#8"N%41/(+5"(,"W?1&&*/X:*&*"J-*2*?$2*"W3%&+%2*X"(,"+-*"32*1+($/"$?"
?1&&*/"N%41/(+5:""
"
!/"$/*",*/,*8"W3%&+%2*X"(,"(/*,31.16&*"(/"+-(,"10*"U"A*(/0"-%41/8"#*"1&&"&(9*"
(/"$/*"3%&+%2*"$2"1/$+-*2"#-(3-"(,".12+"$?"+-*"#$2&'",5,+*4*&!:"A%+8"(/"1/$+-*2"
,*/,*8"+-$,*"-%41/,"#-$"12*""born of God""Y""born from above""U""born of the 

Spirit"*&""U""led by the Spirit"*&#"U"Q$'"-1,"31&&*'"+$"0$"6*5$/'"C3%&+%2*C8"
1/'"+$"6*"#(+/*,,*,"(/"+-*(2"?1&&*/"3%&+%2*,"Y""letters to be read by all men"*&$"U"
C&*++*2,C"#-(3-"2*9*1&"+-*"-*19*/&5"0&$25"$?"H*#"@$9*/1/+"2*1&(+(*,"U"
2*1&(+(*,",%3-"1,"#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-:"JN;J"(,"$%2"31&&(/0:""
"
J-*2*?$2*8"(+",+1/',"+$"2*1,$/"+-1+"+-*".$#*2,"1/'".2(/3(.1&(+(*,"12*"$..$,*'"
+$"#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-8"1/'"(/+*/+($/1&&5"%,*""the elementary principles 

of the world" +$"1++*4.+"+$"(/-(6(+",%3-"#$2,-(."(/"+-*"@-%23-:"
"
J-*"1,+%+*"2*1'*2"415"6*"+-(/)(/0K"CA%+"41/5"$?"+-*"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"1/'"
+21'(+($/,"$?"+-*"a*#(,-"3%&+%2*"#*2*"2$$+*'"(/"+-*"]$,1(3"F1#"#-(3-"#1,"
0(9*/"65"Q$':X"J-1+"(,"+2%*:"A%+"Q$'"&1+*2"41'*"+-1+"F1#"C$6,$&*+*C8"

 
282 That is, generally speaking, Humanity is operating independent of and in rebellion to God.  
283 The term, "world system", refers to human society and culture which is "fallen" – i.e., operating independent 
of and in rebellion to God.  
284 John 3:3-8 
285 Romans 8:14; John 14:26; 16:12-13 
286 2 Corinthians 3:2-3 
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2*.&13(/0"(+"#(+-"1"H*#"@$9*/1/+:*&%";".2(4125".$(/+"!"-19*"'*,(2*'"+$"
41)*"(/"+-*,*"12+(3&*,"(,"+-(,K"J$"(/,(,+"$/"3$/+(/%(/0"(/"+-1+"#-(3-"Q$'"-1,"
'(,3$/+(/%*'8"(,"6$+-"02(*9$%,"+$"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"1/'"(/-(6(+(/0"+$"+-*"

.%2.$,*"$?"Q$'"1/'".*$.&*"$?"Q$':";?+*2"Q$'"-1,"2*/'*2*'"+-1+"&1#"
C$6,$&*+*C8"1/'".*$.&*8"6*(/0"'*3*(9*'"65",.(2(+%1&".$#*2,8"3$/+(/%*"+$"

#$2,-(."%/'*2"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"(/,+*1'"$?"+-*"H*#"

@$9*/1/+8"+-*"2*,%&+"(,"+-1+"+-*5"2*41(/"C(/"6$/'10*"+$"+-*"*&*4*/+125"

.2(/3(.&*,"$?"+-*"#$2&'C*&&"1/'"?1&&",-$2+"$?"C+-*"&1#"$?"+-*">.(2(+"$?"&(?*"(/"

@-2(,+"a*,%,C*&':";,"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"-1,"'$/*"(/"-(,"*.(,+&*,8"#-1+"!"-19*"
,1('"-*2*"(4.&(*,"1"'(2*3+"3$//*3+($/"6*+#**/"W+-*"&1#X"1/'"W+-*"
*&*4*/+125".2(/3(.&*,"$?"+-*"#$2&'X:*')""
"
J-*"?$&&$#(/0"(,"1/"*D3*2.+"?2$4"45"12+(3&*8"A Colony of HeavenK*'("

WJ-*"*+-/(3"(,,%*"(/"+-*"?(2,+Y3*/+%25"3-%23-"&120*&5"2*9$&9*'"12$%/'"
a*#"1/'"Q*/+(&*"2*&1+($/,"#(+-(/"+-*"&$31&"3$/02*01+($/,:*'*""J-*"#15,"(/"
#-(3-"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"&*'"+-*"1.$,+&*,"+$"1''2*,,"+-*,*",(+%1+($/,"0(9*"
6(6&(31&".2(/3(.&*,"?$2"1&&"(/+*2Y*+-/(3"2*&1+($/,"(/"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"U"/14*&58"

 
287 Hebrews 8:13 
288 Galatians 2:4; 4:3, 8-9; Cf. Colossians 2:8, 20 (ESV) 
289 Romans 8:2 
290 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20 
291 I would encourage you to read the entire article. You can receive a complimentary copy by simply writing to 
me at: AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
292 e.g., “The synagogue of the Freedmen in Acts 6:9 contained all those who had been freed from slavery, 
regardless of whether they were Jews, proselytes, or devout Gentiles.  Likewise, with the Cyrenians, the 
Alexandrians, and the Cilicians and Asians.”  (Acts 13:5, 14:1, 17:1, 10 & 17, 18:4 & 19, and 19:8)  Roger 
Greenway, Ed., Discipling the City: Theological Reflections on Urban Ministry, (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 
1979) p. 154.   
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1"?214*#$2)"#-(3-"(,8"(/"2*1&(+58"@-2(,+$Y3*/+2(3"21+-*2"+-1/"*+-/$Y

3*/+2(3:X"""""""""""

""""""""""!"+-(/)"#*",**"+-(,"(,,%*"[1/'"41/5"$+-*2,\"1''2*,,*'"65"+-*"1.$,+&*"
E1%&"(/"E-(&(..(1/,"eKe:"""
“… for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in 
Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh….”293  

!?"#*"&$$)"1+"+-(,"9*2,*"(/"+-*"3$/+*D+"$?"E1%&f,"*.(,+&*8"1/'"3$/,('*2"
#-1+"Q2**)",3-$&128"M:G:"L(/*8"-1,"+$"$??*28"+-(,"9*2,*"3$%&'"9*25"#*&&"6*"
+21/,&1+*'"&()*"+-(,K""
“… those truly consecrated to God294, who serve and minister295 in the Spirit 
of God and take pride in and boast in296 Christ Jesus and are not persuaded 
by nor have confidence in297 nationalities298”.299   
""""""""""H$241&&58"#*"[45,*&?"(/3&%'*'\"-19*"%/'*2,+$$'"“confidence in the 

flesh” +$"4*1/"W3$/?('*/3*"(/"$%2"$#/"-%41/"*??$2+,"1/'"16(&(+(*,X:""!"+-(/)"
+-(,"(,"1"&*0(+(41+*"(/+*2.2*+1+($/"1/'"(,".12+"$?"#-1+"E1%&"(,",15(/0:!))""A%+"(?"
#*"&$$)"1+"+-*"3$/+*D+"U"+-*"/*D+"g"9*2,*,!)("Y"#*",**"+-1+"-*"(,",.*3(?(31&&5"
1/'"'*?(/(+*&5"2*?*22(/0"+$"+-*".$,,(6(&(+5"$?"-(,"6*(/0".*2,%1'*'"65"1/'"
.%++(/0"3$/?('*/3*"(/"-(,"*+-/(3"2$$+,"1/'"/1+($/1&"613)02$%/':""F*+f,"&$$)"
1+"-(,"#$2',K""

 
293 NASB 
294 Greek: peritome, Strong’s # 4061 
295 Greek: latreuo, Strong’s # 3000 
296 Greek: kaucamai, Strong’s # 2744 
297 Greek: peiqo, Strong’s # 3982 
298 Greek: sarx, Strong’s # 4561 Note contextual reference to nationality: Philippians 3:4-6 
299 W.E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words 
300 v. 5b-6, 9 
301 Philippians 3:4-5 
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“… although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a 
mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: circumcised the eighth day, of the 
nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a 
Pharisee….”   

N*"+$&'"+-*"E-(&(..(1/,"+-1+"“these things he had counted loss”"[(/"
,$4*"2*1&",*/,*"$?"+-*"#$2'\"(/"$2'*2"+$"“gain and know”"@-2(,+!)*"Y"-*"
-1'"+$"41)*"1"3-$(3*"6*+#**/"+-*"+#$"U"-*"3$%&'"/$+",#*12"1&&*0(1/3*"+$"
6$+-:""E1%&"1&,$"+$&'"+-*"@$&$,,(1/,"+-1+"-*"-1'"+$"“lose”"-(,"

*+-/(3k/1+($/1&"'(,+(/3+(9*,"(/"$2'*2"+$"+2%&5"1/'"3$4.&*+*&5"“put on”"

@-2(,+b",$"+-1+"“Christ is all”:!)!""N*"#2$+*"*,,*/+(1&&5"+-*",14*"+-(/0,"+$"
+-*"R$41/,!)""1/'"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,:!)#""!?"#*"+1)*"E1%&8"+-*"W1.$,+&*"+$"+-*"
Q*/+(&*,"[/1+($/,\X8"1,"$%2"4(/(,+25"4$'*&8"#*",-$%&'"*/'*19$2"+$"“become all 

things to all people”!)$:""A%+"#*"4%,+"1&,$"6*12"(/"4(/'"+-1+"E1%&f,"#1,"1"
@-2(,+$Y3*/+2(3"4(/(,+258"#-(3-"314*"132$,,"1,"W?$$&(,-/*,,X"1/'"1"

W,+%46&(/0"6&$3)X"+$"+-*",%22$%/'(/0"3%&+%2*,!)%:""!/'**'8"+-*"1&&Y*46213(/0"
.2(/3(.&*"$?"E1%&f,"4(/(,+25"#1,"+-1+"#-(3-"+-*"R*?$24*2,"&1+*2"('*/+(?(*'"1,"
>$&1"@-2(,+$"U"4*1/(/0"+-1+"#*"4%,+"/$+"6*".*2,%1'*'"658"-19*"
3$/?('*/3*"(/8"6$1,+"(/8"$2"-19*".2('*"(/"1/5+-(/0"16$9*"@-2(,+:X!)&"""""
           

 
302 v. 7-11 
303 Colossians 3:10-11 
304 Romans 10:12 
305 Galatians 3:28 
306 I Corinthians 9:20-22 (NRSV) 
307 I Corinthians 1:23 
308 I Corinthians 1:31.  Consider Paul’s quote from the Old Testament in context: Jeremiah 9:23-26.  There is a 
definite connection between Jeremiah’s reference to the “circumcised/uncircumcised” i.e., Jew/Gentile and the 
culture-bound / ethno-centric situations Paul was addressing in the churches in Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Philippi, 
and Colossae.    
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J-%,8"/*(+-*2"*+-/(3(+5"/$2"'(9*2,(+5"(,"+-*"?$%/'1+($/"$?"+-*"H*#"

@$9*/1/+"@-%23-"U"@-2(,+"(,:!)'"";/'"+-1+"(,".2*3(,*&5"#-5"@-2(,+"#1,"1/'"
3$/+(/%*,"+$"6*"1"“stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”"+$",$"41/5:!()"""
"

 
309 I Corinthians 3:10-11 
310 Romans 9:32-33, 11:9 
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Appendix – 2"
 

A Chronology of Paul's Ministry & Epistles311 
 
A.D. DATE   EVENT                                     SCRIPTURE 
 
33   Saul/Paul's conversion                                       (Acts 9 -12) 
  Traveled: Damascus-Arabia-Damascus      (Acts 9:1-25; Galatians 1:17) 
 
36  1st visit to Jerusalem  
  Traveled: - Caesarea-Syria & Cicilia-Antioch          (Acts 9:26-11:29; Galatians 1:18)  
 
46  Came to Antioch 

2nd visit to Jerusalem (Famine Visit) 
  Returned to Antioch                           (Acts 11:26-12:25) 
  
48-Spring 1st Missionary Journey  
  Traveled: Antioch-Seleucia-Cyprus-Pamphylia- 

Galatia (Derbe)- 
  Pamphylia-Cyprus-Selucia- 

Antioch of Pisidia & Antioch of Syri                (Acts 13:2-14:28) 
 
48/49-Winter Jerusalem church conference  
  Returned to Antioch                (Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2:1-14) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
311 After reviewing many scholarly chronologies, I decided to construct a chronology based primarily on Dennis 
McCallum’s “Chronological Study of Paul’s Ministry” (www.Xenos.org ), which incorporates the Delphi 
Inscription dating for Gallio. The dating of Gallio helps with the dating of Paul’s missionary journeys; but 
doesn’t actually help with the dating of his epistles. All dating of Paul’s epistles by all scholars are 
approximations. Added to this chronology I have super-imposed the Northern Galatia View for the dating of 
The Letter to the Galatians. I have also grouped Galatians, along with 2 Corinthians & Romans, with “The 
Prison Epistles” (viz. Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians & Philemon), meaning they were written either from 
Caesarea or Rome, with “The Pastoral Epistles” (viz. 1 & 2 Timothy & Titus) being written sometime after 
Paul’s release from Rome. I have also consulted Raymond E. Brown’s “Introduction to Galatians” and John 
A.T. Robinson’s “Re-dating the New Testament” for the placement of Paul’s epistles.  
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49-Spring 2nd Missionary Journey  
  Traveled: Antioch-Syria & Cilicia 
  Derbe-Lystra-Phrygia & Galatia-Troas- 
  Macedonia-Philippi-Samothtace-Neopolis- 
  Amphipolis-Thessalonica-Berea-Athens-           (Acts 15:36-17:14) 
 
49/50-Winter Stayed in Corinth (for 1 1/2 years)  
  Probably wrote 1 & 2 Thessalonians               (Acts 18:2) 
 
51-Summer     Appeared before Gallio  
51-Fall  Traveled: Ephesus-Caesarea-Antioch of Syria       (Acts 18:1-22) 
 
52-Spring 3rd Missionary Journey  

Traveled: Antioch-Phrygia & Galatia- 
Stayed in Ephesus (for 2 yrs. 3 mos.)- 

54-Fall  Traveled: Macedonia-Greece-Corinth- 
Macedonia-Philippi-Troas- 
Assos-Mytelene-Chios-Samos-Miletus- 
Ephesus-Cos-Rhodes-Patara-Tyre-  
Ptolemais-Caesarea               (Acts 18:23-21:14) 

  Possibly wrote 1 Corinthians 
   
55-May/June Arrived in Jerusalem & was Imprisoned in Caesarea (for 2 yrs.)                                       (Acts 24:27) 
  Possibly wrote 2 Corinthians & Galatians & Romans 
 
57  Boarded ship to Rome             (Acts 27:1-7)  

Sailed: Sidon-Myra-Fair Havens (Crete) 
Ship-wrecked at Malta (Stayed October-December)             
Sailed: Syracuse-Rhegium-Puteoli               (Acts 27:1; 28:13) 

 
58-February Boarded ship to Rome 
58-Spring Arrived in Rome and imprisoned for 2 years                                          (Acts 21:15-26:32; 28:14-31) 

Probably wrote Ephesians & Philippians & Colossians & Philemon 
 
60  Released from prison and probably traveled to Spain 
 
  Possibly wrote 1 & 2 Timothy & Titus in Greece           (1 Timothy 1:3; 2 Timothy 1:17; Titus 3:12)    
 
64  Returned to Rome, was imprisoned, and martyred                                                      (2 Timothy 4:6) 
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Appendix - 3 
 

Destination & Date of Galatians  
  
 
The Northern and Southern Galatia Views 
 

J-*"'1+(/0"$?"+-*"F*++*2"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,"'*.*/',"$/"+-*"'*,+(/1+($/"$?"+-*"
&*++*2:"J-*2*"12*"+#$"41(/"9(*#,"Y"J-*"H$2+-*2/"Q1&1+(1"L(*#"1/'"J-*"
>$%+-*2/"Q1&1+(1"L(*#:"@-12&*,"@:"R52(*",%4412(T*,"+-(,"1/'"#2(+*,K"
W;+"+-*"+(4*"$?"+-*"#2(+(/0"$?"+-(,"&*++*2"+-*"+*24"rQ1&1+(1f"#1,"%,*'"6$+-"(/"1"
0*$021.-(31&"1/'"(/"1".$&(+(31&",*/,*:"J-*"?$24*2"2*?*22*'"+$"/$2+-Y3*/+21&"
;,(1"](/$28"/$2+-"$?"+-*"3(+(*,"$?"E(,('(1/";/+($3-8"!3$/(%48"F5,+218"1/'"
P*26*b"+-*"&1++*2"2*?*22*'"+$"+-*"R$41/".2$9(/3*"[$201/(T*'"(/"gl"A:@:\"+-1+"
(/3&%'*'",$%+-*2/"'(,+2(3+,"1/'"+-$,*"3(+(*,"7%,+"4*/+($/*':"!?"+-*"&*++*2"#1,"
#2(++*/"+$"@-2(,+(1/,"(/"H$2+-*2/"Q1&1+(18"+-*"3-%23-*,"#*2*"?$%/'*'"$/"+-*"
,*3$/'"4(,,($/125"7$%2/*5"1/'"+-*"*.(,+&*"#1,"#2(++*/"$/"+-*"+-(2'"
4(,,($/125"7$%2/*58"*(+-*2"*12&5"?2$4"G.-*,%,"$2"&1+*2"?2$4"]13*'$/(1"[lS"
;:P:\"!/"?19$2"$?"+-(,"(,"+-*"?13+"+-1+"F%)*",**4,"+$"%,*"WQ1&1+(1X"$/&5"+$"
'*,32(6*"H$2+-*2/"Q1&1+(1:"[;3+,"dnKnb"dcKge\X""
"
W!?"+-*"&*++*2"#1,"#2(++*/"+$"@-2(,+(1/,"(/">$%+-"Q1&1+(18"+-*"3-%23-*,"#*2*"
?$%/'*'"$/"+-*"?(2,+"4(,,($/125"7$%2/*58"+-*"&*++*2"#1,"#2(++*/"1?+*2"+-*"*/'"
$?"+-*"7$%2/*5"[.2$616&5"?2$4";/+($3-8"31:";:P:"<o8"41)(/0"(+"+-*"*12&(*,+"$?"
E1%&f,"*.(,+&*,\8"1/'"+-*"a*2%,1&*4"3$%/3(&"[;3+,"dl\"3$/9*/*'",-$2+&5"
1?+*2#12':"!/"?19$2"$?"+-(,"'1+(/0"(,"+-*"?13+"+-1+"E1%&"'$*,"/$+"4*/+($/"+-*"
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'*3(,($/"$?"+-*"a*2%,1&*4"3$%/3(&"+-1+"6$2*"'(2*3+&5"$/"-(,"Q1&1+(1/"
120%4*/+"3$/3*2/(/0"+-*"a%'1(T*2,8"(/'(31+(/0"+-1+"+-*"3$%/3(&"-1'"/$+"5*+"
+1)*/".&13*:fX"
 
Why I Favor the Northern Galatia View 
 
J-(,",%44125".2*,*/+*'"65"@-12&*,"@:"R52(*"(,"9*25"3$/3(,*8"*??*3+(9*&5"
3$44*/+(/0"$/"417$2"(,,%*,8"6%+"3*2+1(/&5"/$+"1''2*,,(/0"*9*25"(,,%*:"!f9*"
2*1'"41/5"12+(3&*,"(/9*,+(01+(/0"+-*"'*,+(/1+($/"1/'"'1+(/0"$?"+-*"F*++*2"+$"
+-*"Q1&1+(1/,:"J-*2*"12*"0$$'"+-*$&$0(1/,"#(+-"0$$'"120%4*/+,"$/"6$+-"
,('*,"$?"+-*"'*61+*:"A%+"?$2"4*8"+-*"&*++*2"-19(/0"6**/",*/+"+$"H$2+-*2/"
Q1&1+(1"#(+-"+-*"&1+*2"'1+*"$?"16$%+"ln";:P:"[$2"lS";:P:\"41)*,"+-*"4$,+"
,*/,*"6*31%,*K""
"
F%)*8"E1%&f,"+219*&"3$4.1/($/"1/'"+-*"1%+-$2"$?"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,8"%,*,"+-*"
+*248"WQ1&1+(1X8"+$"4*1/"H$2+-*2/"Q1&1+(1"#-*/"-*"2*?*2*/3*,"(+"(/";3+,"dnKn"
1/'"dcKge:"J-(,"(,"+-*"12*1"E1%&"+219*&*'"+$"$/"-(,"e0,"4(,,($/125"7$%2/*5"
[lg"U"lS";:P:\:"J-*"F*++*2"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,"#1,"#2(++*/"'%2(/0"+-(,"7$%2/*5"(/"
1..2$D(41+*&5"ln"$2"lS";:P:"U".2$616&5"(/"G.-*,%,8"#-*2*"E1%&",.*/+"1/"
*D+*/'*'".*2($'"$?"+(4*"W$??"+-*"2$1'X"+*13-(/0"(/"+-*">3-$$&"$?"J521//%,:!(*""""
"
!/"-(,"F*++*2"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,8"E1%&"4*/+($/,"+-1+"-*"-1'"9(,(+*'"+-*4"+#$"
+(4*,:!(!"J-*,*"+#$"9(,(+,"12*"2*?*22*'"+$"(/";3+,"dnKn"1/'"dcKge:"J-*";3+,"

 
312 Acts 19:1-10 
313 Galatians 4:13-16 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

110 

dnKn"9(,(+"+$$)".&13*"1?+*2"+-*";3+,"dl"3-%23-"3$/?*2*/3*"(/"a*2%,1&*4:"E1%&"
1..*12*'"6*?$2*"Q1&&($"(/"ld";:P:!("b"1/'"+-*";3+,"dcKge"9(,(+"+$$)".&13*"
1?+*2"+-(,"U",$4*+(4*"6*+#**/"lg"1/'"ll";:P:"J-*2*?$2*8"+-*"#2(+(/0"$?"
Q1&1+(1/,"#$%&'"-19*"+$"-1'"6**/"1?+*2"+-*"3-%23-"3$/?*2*/3*"(/"a*2%,1&*4"
(/"<c";:P:"1/'"1?+*2"+-*,*"+#$"9(,(+,"+$"Q1&1+(18"41)(/0"+-*"#2(+(/0"'1+*"ll"$2"
ln";:P:"""
"
J-$,*"#-$"?19$2"+-*">$%+-*2/"Q1&1+(1"9(*#"3$/3&%'*"+-1+"+-*"F*++*2"+$"+-*"
Q1&1+(1/,"#1,"#2(++*/"'(2*3+&5"1?+*2"E1%&f,"d./"4(,,($/125"7$%2/*5"+$">$%+-*2/"
Q1&1+(18"1/'"+-*2*?$2*"-1,"1/"*12&(*2"'1+(/0"U"+-1+"(,8"6*?$2*"+-*"3-%23-"
3$/?*2*/3*"(/"a*2%,1&*4"(/";3+,"dl8"6*31%,*"WE1%&"'$*,"/$+"4*/+($/"+-*"
'*3(,($/"$?"+-*"a*2%,1&*4"3$%/3(&"+-1+"6$2*"'(2*3+&5"$/"-(,"Q1&1+(1/"
120%4*/+"3$/3*2/(/0"+-*"a%'1(T*2,8"[#-(3-\"(/'(31+*,"+-1+"+-*"3$%/3(&"-1'"
/$+"5*+"+1)*/".&13*X:!(#"J-(,"(,"1"&$0(31&"1,,%4.+($/8"6%+",+(&&"$/&5"1/"
1,,%4.+($/:"!+"(,"/$+"61,*'"$/"-(,+$2(31&"?13+"2*3$2'*'"(/",32(.+%2*:"J-*"?13+"
+-1+"E1%&"'$*,"/$+"4*/+($/"+-*"'*3(,($/"$?"a14*,"(/"-(,"F*++*2"+$"+-*"
Q1&1+(1/,"41)*,".*2?*3+",*/,*"+$"4*K""
"

!"'$"/$+"?(/'"(+".2$6&*41+(3"+-1+"E1%&"#$%&'"/$+"4*/+($/"+-*".2$3&141+($/"
41'*"65"a14*,"1+"+-*"3-%23-"3$/?*2*/3*K"a14*,"(,"+-*".*2,$/"#-$",*/+"
"certain men from James""+$";/+($3-"+$"-121,,"E1%&"2*012'(/0"+-*"F1#:"!/"-(,"

 
314 This is the most accurately known date in the life of the apostle Paul; and is used as a fixed point for 
chronologies of his life and travels. An inscription found in the Temple of Apollo in Delphi in Central Greece 
has enabled scholars to date the beginning of Gallio's term as proconsul to July 1, 51 A.D. (Gallio was born I 5 
B.C. and died in 65 A.D.) Encyclopedia Britannica. 
315 This quote from Charles Ryrie also represents the perspective of other commentators.  
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&*++*2"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,8"#-*2*1,",$4*"1,,%4*"(+"#$%&'"6*"1"W/1+%21&X"+-(/0"
?$2"E1%&"+$"1..*1&"+$"+-*"1%+-$2(+5"$?"+-*"1.$,+&*,"(/"a*2%,1&*48"!"+-(/)"4$2*"
&()*&5"+-1+"E1%&"#$%&'"6*"2*&%3+1/+"+$"1..*1&"+$"+-*"1%+-$2(+5"$?"+-*"1.$,+&*,"
(/"a*2%,1&*4:"!/"-(,"F*++*2"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,8"E1%&"(,"41)(/0"1"31,*"+-1+"-(,"
1%+-$2(+5"#1,"61,*'"$/"+-*"*/3$%/+*2"1/'"+-*"2*9*&1+($/"-*"2*3*(9*'"

.*2,$/1&&5"?2$4"+-*"2(,*/"@-2(,+8"/$+"$/"1/5"2*3$0/(+($/"$2"1,,$3(1+($/"-*"

-1'"#(+-"+-*"a*2%,1&*4"1.$,+&*,:!($"E1%&"3&*12&5"41'*"1".$(/+"$?",15(/0"
+-1+"+-*"“reputation”"1/'"“authority”"$?"+-*"1.$,+&*,"(/"a*2%,1&*4"“made no 

difference”"+$"-(4:!(%"G9*/"+-$%0-"E1%&"102**'"#(+-"+-*"'*3(,($/8"+-1+"
.2$3&141+($/"#1,"1++2(6%+*'"+$"+-*"1%+-$2(+5"$?"a14*,8"/$+"+$"E1%&:">$8"(+"
,**4,"9*25"&()*&5"+$"4*"+-1+"-*"(/+*/+($/1&&5"#$%&'"/$+"4*/+($/"+-*"

.2$3&141+($/"$?"a14*,"1+"+-*"3-%23-"3$/?*2*/3*"(/"a*2%,1&*4:""
!
!
!

 
316 Galatians 1:10-12 
317 Galatians 2:6-9 
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6. “Elementary Principles of the World” 

!

Introduction 
!

;,"!f9*",+1+*'"(/"1".2*9($%,"12+(3&*8"“the elementary principles of the world”"
-19*"6**/"%,*'"1,"+$$&,"65"+-*"?1&&*/".$#*2,"1/'".2(/3(.1&(+(*,"(2 

Corinthians 10:5; Ephesians 6:12)"+$")**."+-*"@-%23-"U"/14*&58"+-*"?(2,+"
3*/+%25"@-%23-8"1/'"1&4$,+"1&&"+-*"912($%,",+2*14,"$?"+-*"@-%23-"
+-2$%0-$%+"(+,"-(,+$258"*9*/"+$"+-*".2*,*/+"'15"@-%23-"[(/3&%'(/0"W$201/(3X"
W-$4*"3-%23-*,X\"U"%/'*2"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"#(+-"2*012',"+$"
(+,"#$2,-(.".21D*,8"1/'"?1&&(/0",-$2+"$?"?%&?(&&(/0"(+,"31&&(/0"+$"01+-*2"1/'"
?%/3+($/"1,"+-*"G33&*,(1"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4"$?"Q$':"!/",-$2+8"+-2$%0-"W+-*"
*&*4*/+125".2(/3(.&*,"$?"+-*"#$2&'X8"+-*".$#*2,"1/'".2(/3(.1&(+(*,"-19*"

'*3*(9*'"+-*"@-%23-"+$"3$/+(/%*"01+-*2(/0"?$2",1321&(T*'"13+(9(+(*,"/$+"(/"

133$2'"#(+-"W+-*">.(2(+"$?"&(?*"(/"@-2(,+"a*,%,X"(Romans 8:2; 2 Corinthians 3:6)"

21+-*2"+-1/"01+-*2(/0"+$"'(,3%,,"1/'"(4.&*4*/+"+-*"1??1(2,"$?"+-*"

q(/0'$4"$?"Q$':"""""""""

"

J$"6*"3&*128"(+"(,"/$+"+-*".12+(3%&12"W#$2,-(.X"13+(9(+(*,"+-*4,*&9*,"#-(3-"12*"
.2$6&*41+(38"(+"(,"+-*"W,1321&(T1+($/X"$?"+-$,*"13+(9(+(*,"U"/14*&58"
.2*,32(6(/0"+-*4"1,"6*(/0"W/$241+(9*X8",*.121+(/0"+-*48",*++(/0"+-*4"

1.12+8"(/+$",.*3(?(*'8"-%41/&5"$201/(T*'8"1/'".2$02144*'"13+(9(+(*,"U"1&&"
$?"#-(3-"9($&1+*,"+-*"*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"65K""
"
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- (0/$2(/0"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"

- .2$4$+(/0"1"4(/(,+25"W$?"+-*"&*++*2X"21+-*2"+-1/"W$?"+-*">.(2(+X"

- )**.(/0"@-2(,+(1/,",*29(/0"%/'*2"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+""

- 1/'")**.(/0"01+-*2(/0,"$?"+-*"@-%23-"[G33&*,(1\".2*$33%.(*'"#(+-"

2(+%1&"2$%+(/*"21+-*2"+-1/"+-*"1??1(2,"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4"$?"Q$':"""

J-*2*?$2*8"+-(,".12+(3%&12"12+(3&*"#(&&"6*"1/"(/9*,+(01+($/"(/+$"+-*"/1+%2*"$?"
"the elementary principles of the world""[+1",+$(3-*(1"+$%")$,4$%\"U"1"
.-21,*".*//*'"65"E1%&8"+-*"1.$,+&*:"M*"#(&&"&$$)"(/+$"+-*"4*1/(/0"$?"+-*"
Q2**)"#$2'8",+$(3-*(1b"2*9(*#"+-*".1,,10*,"$?",32(.+%2*,"(/"#-(3-"E1%&"%,*,"
+-*"+*24"“elementary principles of the world”;"2*?*2*/3*"+-*"417$2"
(/+*2.2*+1+($/,"$?"+-*"+*24b",+1+*"#-1+",**4,"+$"6*"+-*"4$,+"3$/,(,+*/+&5"
133%21+*"4*1/(/0"$?"+-*"+*24b"1/'"'(,3%,,"+-*",1321&(T1+($/"$?"@-2(,+(1/(+5"
#-(3-"-1,"0(9*/"2(,*"+$"+-*"912($%,"41/(?*,+1+($/,"+-*,*"“elementary 

principles of the worldX"(/"+-*"#$2,-(."$?"+-*"@-%23-"+-2$%0-$%+"(+,"-(,+$25"
1/'"(/+$"+-*".2*,*/+:""
 
Galatians 4:1-11 
 
1”Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave 
although he is owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until 
the date set by the father. 3So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage 
under the elemental things of the world. 4But when the fullness of the time came, God 
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5so that He might redeem 
those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 6Because 
you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
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Father!” 7Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir 
through God. 8However at that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves 
to those which by nature are no gods. 9But now that you have come to know God, or 
rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and 
worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again? 10You 
observe days and months and seasons and years. 11I fear for you, that perhaps I have 
labored over you in vain.” 
 
Colossians 2:8-23 
 
8”See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, 
according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, 
rather than according to Christ. 9For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily 
form, 10and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule 
and authority; 11and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made 
without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ; 12having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up 
with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the 
dead. 13When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions, 14having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees 
against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed 
it to the cross. 15When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public 
display of them, having triumphed over them through Him. 16Therefore no one is to 
act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon 
or a Sabbath day— 17things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the 
substance belongs to Christ. 18Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by 
delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand 
on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, 19and not holding 
fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the 
joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God. 20If you have died 
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with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in 
the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,21“Do not handle, do not taste, 
do not touch!” 22(which all refer to things destined to perish with use)—in 
accordance with the commandments and teachings of men? 23These are matters 
which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-
abasement and severe treatment of the body but are of no value against fleshly 
indulgence.” 
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“The Elementary Principles of the World” 
 
 

“Of the World” 
"
J-*"Q2**)"#$2'8"W,+2$(3-*(1X"-1,"6**/"+21/,&1+*'"%,(/0"912($%,"G/0&(,-"
#$2',",%3-"1,"W*&*4*/+125".2(/3(.&*,X"[H;>A\8"W61,(3".2(/3(.&*,X"[HqaL\8"
W2%'(4*/+,X"[qaL\8"W*&*4*/+1&",.(2(+,X"[GL>"h"HR>L\8"W*&*4*/+1&"?$23*,X"
[N@>A\8"W*&*4*/+1&",.(2(+%1&"?$23*,X"[H!L\8"*+"1&:"E*2,$/1&&58"!".2*?*2"+-*"+*24"
W*&*4*/+125".2(/3(.&*,X:"A%+"6*?$2*"#*"'*&9*"(/+$"*D13+&5"#-1+"+-*,*"
W.2(/3(.&*,X"12*8"(+"#$%&'"6*"6*/*?(3(1&"+$"+1)*"/$+*"$?"+-*(2"3$/+*D+8"$2"6*++*28"
+-*(2"/1+%2*K"H14*&58"+-*5"12*"W$?"+-*"#$2&'X8"/$+"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+8"6%+"W$?"
+-*"#$2&'X:"a*,%,",.*3(?(*'"+-1+"+-*"#$2&'"(,"*9(&"65"/1+%2*8"1/'"+-*2*?$2*"+-*"
#$2&'"-1+*,"N(4"1/'"N(,"'(,3(.&*,:!(&"N*"1&,$"/$+*'"+-1+"+-*"#$2&'"(,"6*,*+"
#(+-",.(2(+%1&",/12*,"?$2"Q$'f,"3-(&'2*/:!('"J-*"1.$,+&*"a14*,"*D.&1(/,"+-1+"
+-*"#$2&'"(,"1"-$,+(&*"*/*45"$?"Q$'!*)b"1/'"+-1+"+-*"W#(,'$4X"(+"$??*2,"(,"
W*12+-&58"/1+%21&"1/'"'*4$/(3X:!*("J-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"+*13-*,"+-1+"“the course 
of this world operates according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit 
that now works in the sons of disobedience”!**b"1/'"+-1+"+-2$%0-"+-*,*"

 
318 John 7:7 
319 Matthew 18:7. Greek: skandalon, Strong’s # 4625, scandal, offense, stumbling block  
320 James 4:4 
321 James 3:15 
322 Ephesians 2:2 
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“elementary principles”"+-*"#$2&'"-$&',".*$.&*"(/"6$/'10*!*!b"+-*2*?$2*"

#*"“wrestle”324"1/'"12*"1+"“war”!*#"#(+-"+-*,*"+-(/0,:!*$""""
"
J$"3$22*3+&5"%/'*2,+1/'"+-*"1.$,+$&(3".*2,.*3+(9*8".12+(3%&12&5"E1%&f,8"$/*"
4%,+"6*"1#12*"+-1+"+-*2*"12*"W+$$&,X"*4.&$5*'"65".$#*2,"1/'"
.2(/3(.1&(+(*,"C6*-(/'C"+-*"('*1"1/'".213+(3*"$?"C,132*'C"+(4*,8".&13*,8"

1/'"+-(/0,:"J-*,*"12*"+-*",.(2(+%1&"?$23*,"#-(3-"E1%&"('*/+(?(*'"1,"
1'9*2,12(*,"(/"1.$,+$&(3"#12?12*:"!/"g"@$2(/+-(1/,"d=Kl8"-*"2*?*2,"+$"+-*4"1,"
“speculations”"[H;>A\"$2"“imaginations”"[qaL\!*%"1/'"“proud obstacles”"[R>L\"
$2"“pretentions”"[H!L\!*&:"!+"6*12,"2*.*1+(/0K"J-*,*"12*"W+$$&,X"*4.&$5*'"65"
.$#*2,"1/'".2(/3(.1&(+(*,"C6*-(/'C"+-*"('*1"1/'".213+(3*"$?"C,132*'C"

+(4*,8".&13*,8"1/'"+-(/0,:"I?"3$%2,*8"(+"(,"V%(+*"&()*&5"+-*"2*1'*2"(,"-*,(+1/+"
+$"133*.+"+-1+"1,"6*(/0"+2%*:"!+"(,"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"+-(,"12+(3&*"+$"'*4$/,+21+*"
+-*"9*213(+5"$?"+-(,",+1+*4*/+:"""
"
;01(/8"!"14".2$.$,(/0"+-1+"“the elementary principles of the world” 12*"

W+$$&,f"%,*'"65"+-*"“principalities”, “powers”, “world-forces of darkness”, 

and “spiritual forces of wickedness”"2*?*22*'"+$"(/"G.-*,(1/,"nKdg:"
E*2-1.,"65"+-*(2"1,,$3(1+($/"#(+-"+-*,*"*/+(+(*,"#*"31/"&*12/"1"&(++&*"4$2*"

 
323 Galatians 4:3 
324 Cf. Ephesians 6:12, Greek: palle, Strong’s # 3823 
325 Cf. 2 Corinthians 10:3-6, Greek: strateuomai, Strong’s # 4754 
326 Ephesians 6:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 
327 Greek: logismos, Strong’s # 3053. 
328 Greek: hupsoma, Strong’s # 5313. 
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16$%+"+-*"/1+%2*"$?"+-*,*""elementary principles”. >$8"&*+Z,"+1)*"1"3&$,*2"&$$)"
1+K""

Ø "principalities"K"J-*"Q2**)"#$2'"+21/,&1+*'""principalities""(,"123-*!*'8"
4*1/(/0"C+-*"?(2,+"(/"3$441/'C"(/"+-*"#$2&'",5,+*4:""

Ø "powers"K"J-*"Q2**)"#$2'"+21/,&1+*'"1,""powers""(,"*D$%,(1!!)8"
4*1/(/0"C3$/+2$&&(/0"?$23*,C"$2"C?$23*,"$?"3$/+2$&C:"

Ø "the world-forces of this darkness"K"J-*"Q2**)"#$2'"+21/,&1+*'""world-

forces""(,")$,4$Y)21+$2!!(:"J-(,"(,"+-*"$/&5"4*/+($/"$?"(+"(/"+-*"H*#"
J*,+14*/+:"!+"4*1/,"+-*"C4(0-+5"$/*,C"$2"C,+2$/0"$/*,C"(/"+-*"#$2&'"
,5,+*4:""

Ø "the spiritual forces of wickedness"K"J-*"Q2**)"#$2'"+21/,&1+*'"
"wickedness""(,".$/*2(1!!*8"4*1/(/0"+-*"C(/(V%(+5C"$2"C'*.219(+5C"(/-*2*/+"
(/"+-*"#$2&'",5,+*4:""""

"
L12($%,"+-*$&$0(31&"#$2),"-19*"1++*4.+*'"+$"('*/+(?5"*D13+&5"#-1+"+-*"
1.$,+&*"E1%&"#1,"2*?*22(/0"+$"#-*/"-*"#2$+*"$?"+-*"W.$#*2,X:""J-*"912($%,"
9(*#,"2%/"+-*"014%+"$?"(/+*2.2*+(/0"+-*,*"W.$#*2,X"+$"6*",$&*&5",.(2(+%1&8"+$"
W'*45+-$&$0(T(/0X"+-*4"+$"6*",$&*&5"-%41/:""!".*2,$/1&&5"-$&'"1"4*'(1/"
9(*#"1/'"%/'*2,+1/'"+-*,*"W.$#*2,X"+$"6*",.(2(+%1&"*/+(+(*,"#-(3-"(/?&%*/3*"
1/'"#$2)"+-2$%0-"-%41/"*/+(+(*,"U",.*3(?(31&&5"+-*"('*$&$0(*,"1/'"3%&+%2*,"
$?"+-*"#$2&'8"(/3&%'(/0"+-*".$&(+(31&"&*1'*2,"1/'"0$9*2/4*/+,"$?"+-*"/1+($/,8"

 
329 Strong's # 746  
330 Strong's # 1849 
331 Strong's # 2888 
332 Strong's # 4189 
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1,"#*&&"1,"2*&(0($%,"&*1'*2,"1/'"$201/(T1+($/,:"@$&$,,(1/,"dKdn"(&&%,+21+*,"
+-(,"9(*#"65"*D.&(3(+&5"3$46(/(/0"+-*"31+*0$2(*,"$?"“in the heavens” and “on the 

earth”"1/'"“visible” and “invisible”:!!!"
"
;/$+-*2"1,.*3+"#*"4%,+"3$/,('*2"2*012'(/0"“the elementary principles of the 

world”"(,"+-1+"+-*5"12*"C,(/?%&C"[*9*/"+-$%0-"+-*5"415".$,*"1,"2*&(0($%,\:"
J-*5"12*"2*&1+*'"+$"+-*",(/".2(/3(.&*"(/"+-*"#$2&':"J-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"#2$+*"$?"
+-*".2(/3(.&*"$?",(/"$2"C&1#"$?",(/"1/'"'*1+-C"*/+*2(/0"+-*"#$2&':!!""A*(/0"
W,(/?%&X8"65"'*?(/(+($/8"+-*5"“fall short of the glory of God":!!#""
"
P19('">4(+-"$?">$%+-";?2(31!!$8"$??*2,"+-*"?$&&$#(/0"(/,(0-+,K"
WJ-*"*12+-"#1,"#(+-$%+"?$24"^:X!!%"!/"+-*"$2(0(/1&"32*1+($/8"Q$'"019*"+-*"
*12+-"N(,"-*19*/&5"$201/(T1+($/:"M-*/"N%41/(+5"?*&&8">1+1/"2*.&13*'"+-(,"
#(+-"-(,"3$%/+*2?*(+"$201/(T1+($/"65"#-(3-"+-*"#$2&'"/$#"$.*21+*,:"J-*"
1.$,+&*"a$-/"0(9*,"%,"1/"1/1&5,(,"$?"+-*"#$2&'"#-(3-",**4,"+$"3$(/3('*"#(+-"
#-1+">1+1/"$??*2*'"+$"G9*"(/"+-*"012'*/K"M-1+",**4*'"W0$$'"?$2"?$$'X"
*V%1+*,"+$"W+-*"&%,+"$?"+-*"?&*,-X:"M-1+"#1,"W.&*1,1/+"+$"+-*"*5*,X"*V%1+*,"
+$"W+-*"&%,+"$?"+-*"*5*,X:";/'"#-1+".2$4(,*'"W+$"41)*"$/*"#(,*X"*V%1+*,"
#(+-"r+-*".2('*"$?"&(?*X:!!&"!/"1/5"31,*8"+-*"$201/(T1+($/"$?"+-*"#$2&'",5,+*4"

 
333 This view is widely held by many others including Marva Dawn, Thomas R. Yoder Neufeld, William 
Stringfellow, and Robert E. Webber. On this subject, I highly recommend the writings of Michael S. Heiser, 
specifically The Unseen Realm: Recovering the Supernatural Worldview of the Bible. Chapter 37, “This Means 
War”, deals with some of these very terms.    
334 Romans 5:12, 8:2 
335 Romans 6:23 
336 David Smith, Howick, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, davendale001@gmail.com  
337 Genesis 1:2 
338 1 John 2:15-17 / Genesis  3:6 
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[W+-*"*&*4*/+125".2(/3(.&*,"$?"+-*"#$2&'X\"(,"'(14*+2(31&&5"$..$,*'"+$"+-*"

$201/(,4"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+:X"""
"

Stoicheia 
"
J-*"Q2**)"#$2'8",+2$(3-*(1!!'8"4*1/,"C1/5"?(2,+"+-(/08"?2$4"#-(3-"+-*"$+-*2,8"
6*&$/0(/0"+$",$4*",*2(*,"$2"3$4.$,(+*"#-$&*8"+1)*"+-*(2"2(,*b"1/"*&*4*/+8"1"
?(2,+".2(/3(.&*C:!")"!+"31/"2*?*2"+$"6$+-"41+*2(1&"1/'"/$/Y41+*2(1&"+-(/0,:"!/"g"
E*+*2"eKd="h"dg8"(+"3&*12&5"2*?*2,"+$"+-*"41+*2(1&"*&*4*/+,"$?"+-*"%/(9*2,*:"!/"
N*62*#,"lKdgYde"1/'"nKdYg8"+-*"#2(+*2"(,"2*?*22(/0"+$"61,(3"$2"*&*4*/+125"

2*&(0($%,"+*13-(/0,:"J-(,"(,"4$2*"1)(/"+$"+-*"%,10*"E1%&"41)*,"$?"+-*"

+*24"(/"-(,"&*++*2,"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,"1/'"@$&$,,(1/,8"#-(3-"12*"+-*"

,32(.+%2*".1,,10*,"#*"12*"'*1&(/0"#(+-"(/"+-(,"12+(3&*:""
"
J-15*2f,"Q2**)"F*D(3$/",+1+*,"+-1+"+-*,*"“elementary principles”"12*"W+-*"
*&*4*/+,8"2%'(4*/+,8".2(4125"1/'"?%/'14*/+1&".2(/3(.&*,"$?"1/5"12+8"
,3(*/3*8"$2"'(,3(.&(/*:X"J-15*2"0$*,"$/"+$",15K"W!/"+-*"H:"J:"#*"-19*"[(/"
N*62*#,"lKdg"h"de\"+-*"2%'(4*/+,"#(+-"#-(3-"41/)(/'"#*2*"(/'$3+2(/1+*'"
6*?$2*"+-*"+(4*"$?"@-2(,+8"(:"*:8"+-*"*&*4*/+,"$?"2*&(0($/,"+21(/(/08"$2"+-*"
3*2*4$/(1&".2*3*.+,"3$44$/"1&()*"+$"+-*"#$2,-(."$?"a*#,"1/'"$?"Q*/+(&*,8"
[1/'\"Q1&1+(1/,"<Ke"h"o8",.*3(?(31&&58"+-*"3*2*4$/(1&"2*V%(2*4*/+,"*,.*3(1&&5"

 
339 Plural of stroicheion - Strong’s # 4747. 
340 Thayer’s Greek Lexicon 
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$?"a*#(,-"+21'(+($/8"4(/%+*&5",*+"?$2+-"65"+-*$,$.-(,+,"1/'"?1&,*"+*13-*2,8"
1/'"?$2+(?(*'"65",.*3($%,"120%4*/+"[@$&$,,(1/,"gK"c"h"g=\:X!"("

 
Defining “The Elementary Principles of the World” 
 
R*9(*#(/0"+-*"417$2"3$44*/+12(*,8"$/*"*/3$%/+*2,"+-2**"3&1,,(31&"
(/+*2.2*+1+($/,"$?"“the elementary principles of the world”K"
"
The Law of Israel342… 
"
J-*",+2*/0+-"$?"+-(,"9(*#"(,"+-1+"(+",+2*,,*,"+-*"?13+"+-1+"E1%&"3$//*3+,"6*(/0"
“under the law”!"!"#(+-"6*(/0"“under the elementary principles of the world”:!"""!+"
1&,$",+2*,,*,"+-*"?13+"+-1+"+-*"?1&,*"+*13-*2,"E1%&"2*?*2,"+$"12*".2*,32(6(/0"
I&'"@$9*/1/+"&1#,:!"#""""
"
J-*"#*1)/*,,"$?"+-(,"9(*#"(,"+-1+"E1%&"1&,$"%,*,"+-*"+*24"W*&*4*/+125"
.2(/3(.&*,"$?"+-*"#$2&'X"(/"2*?*2*/3*"+$"?1&,*"+*13-(/0"?2$4"/$/Ya*#(,-"
,$%23*,"1,"#*&&:!"$""
"
"

 
341 Ibid. 
342 This view is held by J.B. Lightfoot, John Stott, and Merrill C. Tenney. 
343 Galatians 3:23 & 4:5 
344 Galatians 4:3 
345 Galatians 4:10; Colossians 2:16 & 21 
346 Colossians 2:8; Cf. Galatians 4:8-9 
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"

Spirit Beings which Govern the Planets!"#!"
"
>%..$2+"?$2"+-(,"9(*#"3$4*,"41(/&5"?2$4"*D+21Y6(6&(31&"&(+*21+%2*"3(+(/0"1,+21&"
'*(+(*,"1,,$3(1+*'"#(+-"912($%,"-*19*/&5"6$'(*,8"+-*"4$9*4*/+,"$?"#-(3-"
,%..$,*'&5"1??*3+"-%41/(+5f,"&(?*"$/"*12+-:!"&"E1%&",.*1),"$?"+-*"“worship of 

angels”"1/'"$?"“beings that by nature are not gods” 1/'"1,,$3(1+*,"+-*,*"#(+-"
“the elementary principles of the world”:!"'";,,$3(1+(/0"“the elementary 

principles of the world”"#(+-",.(2(+"6*(/0,"(,"/$+"+-*",14*"1,",15(/0"+-*5"
;RG",.(2(+"6*(/0,:"!/"?13+8"!"6*&(*9*"+-*"W.2(/3(.&*,X"12*"+$$&,"$?",.(2(+"
6*(/0,8"6%+"/$+"+-*"6*(/0,"+-*4,*&9*,:"
"
I/*"#*1)/*,,"$?"+-(,"9(*#"(,"+-1+"(+"(,"4$,+"'(??(3%&+"+$"(410(/*"+-1+"+-*"
a%'1(T*2,"#*2*"1'9$31+(/0"+-*"#$2,-(."$?"+-*,*",.(2(+"6*(/0,"1/'"
1,+2$&$0(31&"$6,*291/3*,"1,".12+"$?"+-*"F1#"$?"!,21*&:!#)";/'8"+-*"'(*+125"1/'"
31&*/'12"(/7%/3+($/,"(/"@$&$,,(1/,"gKdn"1/'"Q1&1+(1/,"<Kd="12*"$69($%,&5"
61,*'"(/"I&'"@$9*/1/+"2(+%1&"1/'"/$+"(/".101/"Q2**)".213+(3*,:";&,$K"
Q*$20*"G:"F1''",+1+*,"+-1+"+-*"#$2'8",+2$(3-*(18"#1,"/$+"1,,$3(1+*'"#(+-"
1,+21&"'*(+(*,"%/+(&"+-*"e0,"3*/+%25b!#("1/'"Q*2-12'"P*&&(/0"3&1(4,"+-1+"+-*"

 
347 This view is held by James Boice, F.F. Bruce, and Donald Guthrie, among others. 
348 Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, Strong’s # 4747: “#3. the heavenly bodies, either as parts of the heavens, or (as 
others think) because in them the elements of man's life and destiny were supposed to reside…. Hence, some 
interpreters infelicitously understand Paul's phrase τάστοιχεῖ α τοῦ κόσμου, Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20, 
of the heavenly bodies, because times and seasons, and so sacred seasons, were regulated by the course of the 
sun and moon; yet in unfolding the meaning of the passage on the basis of this sense they differ widely.” 
349 Colossians 2:18; Galatians 4:8-9.  
350 Cf. Exodus 20:3-5 
351 George E. Ladd, “A Theology of the New Testament”, p. 402. 
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+*248",+2$(3-*(18""#1,"/$+"%,*'"+$"2*?*2"+$",.(2(+"6*(/0,"%/+(&"+-*"</1"3*/+%25!#*"
U"3*/+%2(*,"1?+*2"E1%&"#2$+*"Q1&1+(1/,"1/'"@$&$,,(1/,:""""""""
"

Religious Principles!$!"
"
;33$2'(/0"+$"+-(,"9(*#8"“the elementary principles of the world” 2*?*2"+$"

2*&(0($%,".2(/3(.&*,"6*?$2*"@-2(,+"1/'"1.12+"?2$4"@-2(,+:"E1%&".&13*,";FF"
$+-*2"2*&(0($/,"Y"(/3&%'(/0"I&'"@$9*/1/+"a%'1(,4"Y"(/"1"/*01+(9*"31+*0$25"
3$4.12*'"+$"J-*"M15"(/"@-2(,+:"J$"+%2/"1#15"?2$4"@-2(,+"1/'"2*+%2/"+$"I&'"
@$9*/1/+"a%'1(,48"1,"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,8"N*62*#,"1/'"$+-*2,"#*2*"+*4.+*'"+$"
'$8"#1,"+$".&13*"$/*,*&?"(/"+-*",-1'$#"$?"1"“weak and worthless”!#"",.(2(+%1&"
,5,+*4",(4(&12"(/",$4*"#15"+$".101/"2*&(0($/,"1/'".-(&$,$.-(*,:"""
"
J-(,"9(*#"1&&$#,"?$2"+-*"a*#(,-"4*1/(/0"$?"+-*".2*,32(.+($/,"(/"Q1&1+(1/,"
<Kd="1/'"@$&$,,(1/,"gKdn"h"gd:";/'8"(+"*D.&1(/,"#-5"E1%&"31/"2*?*2"+$"+-*"
F1#"$?"!,21*&"1,"“weak and worthless.”!##""E1%&"31/",.*1)"/*01+(9*&5"16$%+"
+-*"F1#"$?"!,21*&"*9*/"+-$%0-"(+"#1,"$2(0(/1+*'"65"Q$'8"6*31%,*"Q$'"4*1/+"
+-*"F1#"$?"!,21*&"+$"6*"$/&5"1",-1'$#"$?"@-2(,+:!#$";/'8"/$#"+-1+"@-2(,+"-1,"
3$4*8"(+"(,"1"“weak and worthless”",5,+*4"#-(3-"&*1',"+$"6$/'10*!#%8"1/'"
+-*2*?$2*"N*"-1,"41'*"(+"$6,$&*+*"1/'"16$&(,-*'"(+:!#&"""""

 
352 Gerhard Friedrich, Editor, “Theological Dictionary of the New Testament”, Volume 7, pp. 682-683.  
353 This view is held by Colin Brown, Gerhard Delling, George E. Ladd, and Herman Ridderbos.  
354 Galatians 4:9-10 
355 Cf. Ephesians 2:15; Hebrews 7:18-19, 8:13. 
356 Colossians 2:17 
357 Galatians 3:22-23, 4:9 
358 Hebrews 7:18-19, 8:13; Ephesians 2:15 
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J-(,"9(*#"1&,$"*D.&1(/,"#-5"E1%&"31/"&(/)"+-*"F1#"$?"!,21*&"#(+-"+-*"912($%,"
.101/"2*&(0($/,"1/'".-(&$,$.-(*,"(/+$"+-*"$/*"31+*0$25"$?"“elementary 

principles of the world”:"J$"2*3*(9*"+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$'8"6*3$4*"1",$/"1/'"1/"
-*(2"$?"Q$'8"+$")/$#"1/'"6*")/$#/"65"Q$'"(/"1/"(/+(41+*"2*&1+($/,-(.8!#'"
$/&5"+$"2*+%2/"+$",$4*"(4.*2,$/1&"2*&(0($%,",5,+*48"(,8"#(+-"2*012',"+$"
,.(2(+%1&"2*1&(+58"/$"6*++*2"+-1/".101/(,4b"1/'"+-*2*?$2*8"(,"W$?"+-*"#$2&'X8"(/"
+-1+",*/,*:"M-(&*"+-*"F1#"415"/$+"6*"?1&,*"#(+-"2*012',"+$"'$3+2(/*8"(?"$/*"
#*2*"+$"1/1&5T*"+-*"3-$(3*"$?"1/"*D+*2/1&"2*&(0($%,",5,+*4"$9*2"+-*"
?*&&$#,-(."$?"+-*">.(2(+8"$/*"#(&&",%2*&5"?(/'"('$&1+25"1+"(+,"61,*:"J-(,",*&?Y
,14*"1/1&5,(,"1/'"('$&1+25"12*"+-*",%67*3+"41++*2"$?"+-(,"12+(3&*:"""
"
J-*"$/*"+-(/0"V%*,+($/16&*"16$%+"+-(,"9(*#"(,"+-1+"(+"#$%&'"-19*"E1%&"
'*,(0/1+(/0"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"F1#"1,"“of the world”:!$)"A%+"+-(,"(,"/$+",$"
.2$6&*41+(38"(?"$/*"%/'*2,+1/',"+-1+"Q$'f,".%2.$,*"?$2"%,(/0"+-*"F1#"#1,"+$"
?$2*,-1'$#"@-2(,+:"Q$'"133$4.&(,-*'"+-1+".%2.$,*"1/'"W4$9*'"$/X"+$"N(,"
/*D+".%2.$,*"#-(3-"#1,"+$"*,+16&(,-"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"!/"1"41//*2"$?"
,.*1)(/08"Q$'"W4$9*'"$/X"?2$4",-1'$#"+$",%6,+1/3*:"J-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"
2(+%1&,8"3%,+$4,"1/'"+21'(+($/,"(/'**'"-1'"41+*2(1&",%6,+1/3*8"6%+"'('"/$+"
-19*",.(2(+%1&",%6,+1/3*"$2",.(2(+%1&"2*1&(+5"U"+-1+"314*"$/&5"#(+-"@-2(,+:"
J-*,*"41+*2(1&"+-(/0,"#*2*"W(/"+-*"#$2&'X"31,+(/0",-1'$#,".$(/+(/0"+$"
@-2(,+8"6%+"+-*",.(2(+%1&"2*1&(+5"(,"$/&5"(/"@-2(,+:!$("Q*$20*"G:"F1''"$??*2,"

 
359 Cf. Galatians 4:6-8; Romans 8:14-17 
360 Cf. Galatians 4:3-5 
361 On the issue of Old Covenant rituals being “of the world”, Gary DeLashmutt offers this in a footnote to his 
article “Paul’s Usage of ta stroicheis tou kosmou”: “Both Colossians 2:22 and Mark 7:18 draw attention to the 
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+-(,"*D.&1/1+($/K"WfM$2&'f"(,"%,*'"1,"+-*"#-$&*"3$4.&*D"$?"-%41/"*12+-&5"
2*&1+($/,-(.,8"#-(3-"+-$%0-"/$+"*9(&"(/"(+,*&?"31/",+1/'"6*+#**/"41/"1/'"
Q$':X!$*";/'"+-1+"(,8"(/"?13+8"+-*".$(/+"U"/14*&58"+-*".-*/$4*/$/"1/'"
+*/'*/35"$?"-%41/(+5"+$".%+"+-*"41+*2(1&"2*&(0($%,"+-(/0"6*?$2*"+-*"Q$'"

#-$"(,">.(2(+:";,"#*"#(&&"'(,3%,,"&1+*2"(/"+-(,"12+(3&*8"+-(,"(,8"(/"?13+8"('$&1+25:""""""""
"
;,"!f9*",1('8"+-*"*,+16&(,-4*/+"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"16$&(,-*'"+-*"I&'"
@$9*/1/+"F1#"1/'"41'*"(+"$6,$&*+*:"J-*2*?$2*8"+$"6*"$.*21+(/0"%/'*2"+-*"
I&'"@$9*/1/+"F1#"/$#"#$%&'"6*"&()*"$.*21+(/0"%/'*2"1".101/"2*&(0($/"$2"
.-(&$,$.-5"$?"41/"U"+-1+"(,8"W$?"+-*"#$2&'X:";&&"&1#"$%+,('*"$?"“the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”"$.*21+*,"(/"1/"$%+#12'"41+*2(1&"3$/+*D+8"

#-*2*1,"+-*"“Law of Christ”"$.*21+*,"(/"1/"(/#12'",.(2(+%1&"3$/+*D+:"J-1+"
(,"/$+"1"Q/$,+(3",+1+*4*/+:"a*,%,"N(4,*&?",1('K"“God is spirit and those who 

worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”363"!?"$/*"31//$+"*46213*"+-1+"
,+1+*4*/+8"$/*"31//$+"%/'*2,+1/'"/$2"*/+*2"(/+$"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"U"$/*"
31//$+"%/'*2,+1/'"/$2"*/+*2"(/+$"G+*2/1&"F(?*"U"$/*"31//$+"%/'*2,+1/'"/$2"
*/+*2"(/+$"+-*"q(/0'$4"$?"Q$'!$""Y"/$2"31/"$/*"%/'*2,+1/'"$2"6*".12+"$?"+-*"
@-%23-"#-(3-"a*,%,"(,"6%(&'(/0:"“It is the Spirit that gives life, the flesh profits 
nothing.”365"It is “a new covenant not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter 
kills, but the Spirit gives life.”366 “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 

 
‘this-worldliness’ temporality of the dietary laws. Colossians 2:17 implies the same ‘this-worldly’ status of the 
Old Testament religious calendar; it was only an earthly ‘shadow’ of the spiritual ‘substance’ of Jesus.”   
362 George E. Ladd, “A Theology of the New Testament”,  p. 399 
363 John 4:24 
364 John 3:3-8 
365 John 6:63 
366 2 Corinthians 3:6 
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which is born of the Spirit is spirit.… you must be born of the Spirit.”367 
“ For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”368 
“Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.”369 “The kingdom of God is not 
eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy IN THE HOLY 
SPIRIT.”370 “(You) are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”371"
"
!/9*,+(01+(/0"1&&"+-*".$,,(6&*"(/+*2.2*+1+($/,"$?"+-*"+*248""elementary 

principles of the world"8"#-(&*"(/,(,+(/0"$/"/$"3$/+21'(3+($/"(/"(/+*2.2*+1+($/"
6*+#**/"6$+-"+-*"@$&$,,(1/".1,,10*"1/'"+-*"Q1&1+(1/".1,,10*8"+-*"$/&5"
,$%/'"3$/3&%,($/"$/*"31/"3$4*"+$"(,"+-*"$/*"#-(3-"Q125"P*F1,-4%++".%+,"
?$2+-8"#-(3-"!"V%$+*"-*2*K"
""
C!/"3$/3&%,($/8"+-*"9(*#"+-1+"*D.&1(/,"C+-*"*&*4*/+125".2(/3(.&*,"$?"+-*"
#$2&'C"1,".*2+1(/(/0"+$"1&&"2*&(0($/"[(/3&%'(/0"+-*"I&'"J*,+14*/+"F1#"1/'"

*,.*3(1&&5"(+,"2(+%1&",5,+*4\"6*?$2*"1/'"$%+,('*"$?"@-2(,+"(,"+-*"4$,+"

+*/16&*".$,(+($/:X""

"
WE1%&Z,"%,10*"$?"C+-*"*&*4*/+125".2(/3(.&*,"$?"+-*"#$2&'C"$69($%,&5"#12/,"
101(/,+",5/32*+(,4"$?"+-*"0$,.*&"#(+-"1/5"$+-*2"-%41/".-(&$,$.-(3"$2"
2*&(0($%,",5,+*4:"J-(,"(,"+-*"1..&(31+($/"4$,+"3$44$/&5".%2,%*'"65"
.2*13-*2,"1/'"*D.$,(+$2,"+$'15:"A%+"1/$+-*2"(4.$2+1/+"1..&(31+($/"$?"+-(,"

 
367 John 3:6-7 
368 Romans 8:14 
369 Romans 15:50 
370 Romans 14:17 
371 1 Peter 2:5 
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.-21,*"&(*,"(/"+-*"#15"E1%&"9(*#,"I&'"J*,+14*/+"2(+%1&"1/'"+-*"2$&*"$?"
2(+%1&"(/"0*/*21&:X""
 
Imposition of Old Testament Ritual 
 
W@&*12&58"+-*,*"+#$".1,,10*,"#12/"101(/,+"+-*"(4.$,(+($/"$?"I&'"J*,+14*/+"
2(+%1&,"$/"@-2(,+(1/,:"!+"(,"/$+"7%,+"&$$)(/0"+$"+-$,*"2(+%1&,"1,"1"4*1/,"$?"
7%,+(?(31+($/"6*?$2*"Q$'"+-1+"(,"3$/'*4/*'b"+-*"$6,*291/3*"$?"+-*4"1,"1"
,(0/"C,.(2(+%1&(+5C"(,"(/1..2$.2(1+*"?$2"+-*"@-2(,+(1/"6*31%,*"+-$,*"2(+%1&,"
4*2*&5"?$2*,-1'$#*'"+-*"C,%6,+1/3*8C"$2"2*1&(+58"#-(3-"@-2(,+(1/,"/$#"
*/7$5"(/"+-*".*2,$/"1/'"#$2)"$?"a*,%,^:"A$+-"'(2*3+"1/'"(/'(2*3+"
(4.&*4*/+1+($/"$?"+-(,"2(+%1&"&1#".*291'*,"4%3-"$?"+-*"3-%23-:X"
 
New Testament Ritualism 
 
WJ-*,*"+#$".1,,10*,"1&,$"#12/"(/".2(/3(.&*"101(/,+"+-*"'1/0*2"$?"2(+%1&(,4"
*9*/"#-*/"+-*"2(+%1&,"(/9$&9*'"12*".2*,32(6*'"65"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+:"
CR(+%1&(,4C"(,"6*(/0"%,*'"-*2*"(/"+-*",*/,*"$?"41)(/0"2(+%1&"$6,*291/3*"1"
.2(4125"?$3%,"$?"+-*"@-2(,+(1/"&(?*"1/'"4*1/,"$?"(+,"*D.2*,,($/:"M1+*2"
61.+(,4"1/'"3$44%/($/"12*"+-*"+#$"2(+%1&,"4$,+"$?+*/"*4.&$5*'"(/",%3-"
CH*#"J*,+14*/+C"2(+%1&(,48"1&+-$%0-"?$$+Y#1,-(/0"1/'"$+-*2".213+(3*,"12*"
,$4*+(4*,"1&,$"(/3&%'*':X""
"
WJ-*"Q1&1+(1/".1,,10*"(/".12+(3%&12".(+,"+-*"2*&(0($/"$?"2(+%1&"$6,*291/3*"
101(/,+"+-*"02*1+".2(9(&*0*"$?".*2,$/1&&5"2*&1+(/0"+$"Q$'"+-2$%0-"+-*"
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10*/35"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+:"R(+%1&(,4"#1,"&*0(+(41+*"[*9*/"/*3*,,125\"'%2(/0"
+-*"I&'"J*,+14*/+"*3$/$45"6*31%,*"+-(,")(/'"$?".*2,$/1&"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"
Q$'"#1,"/$+".$,,(6&*:"A%+"/$#"Q$'"-1,"41'*"(+".$,,(6&*"+$"2*&1+*"+$"-(4"1,"
;661:"J-*"#$2)"$?"@-2(,+"1/'"+-*"0(?+"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"-19*"41'*"(+"
.$,,(6&*"?$2"%,"+$"6*"1'$.+*'"(/+$"Q$'Z,"?14(&5:"J$"0$"613)"+$"2*&1+(/0"+$"
Q$'".2(412(&5"+-2$%0-"2(+%1&"$6,*291/3*"(,"+$"2*7*3+"Q$'Z,"1,,*,,4*/+"$?"

+-(,"0(?+:"J-(,"(,",.(2(+%1&"2*02*,,($/"#-(3-"(,"2*.2*-*/,(6&*"*/$%0-"+$"41)*"
E1%&"?*12"+-1+"-*"-1'"&16$2*'"(/"91(/"[Q1&1+(1/,"<Kdd\m"::::"2(+%1&(,4"1,"+-*"
4*1/,"+$"2*&1+(/0"+$"Q$'"-1,"6**/"r$%+02$#/f"1/'"2*7*3+*':"J-(,"(,"1&,$"+-*"
120%4*/+"$?"+-*"A$$)"$?"N*62*#,"[*,.*3(1&&5"3-1.+*2,"SYd=\:X!%*"
 

(End quote) 
!

N$.*?%&&58"+-*"'(2*3+"3$//*3+($/"6*+#**/"“the elementary principles of the 

world”"1/'"W2(+%1&(,4X"-1,"6**/"3&*12&5"*,+16&(,-*':"J-(,"W2(+%1&(,4X"(,"65"/$"
4*1/,"&(4(+*'"+$"+-1+"$?"+-*",$Y31&&*'"W&(+%20(31&X"3-%23-*,:"J$"+-*"3$/+21258"!"
-$.*"+$"3$/9(/3*"+-*"2*1'*2"+-1+",%3-"W2(+%1&(,4X"[7%,+"$/*"#15"$?"&16*&(/0"
“the elementary principles of the world”\"#1,"$.*21+($/1&"(/"+-*"WH*#"
J*,+14*/+"@-%23-X"$?"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%258"+-*"@1+-$&(3"1/'"I2+-$'$D"

@-%23-*,"+-2$%0-$%+"+-*(2"-(,+$258"+-*"R*?$24*'"E2$+*,+1/+"3-%23-*,"

+-2$%0-$%+"+-*(2"-(,+$258"1,"#*&&"1,"(/"E*/+*3$,+1&8"@-12(,41+(38"

G91/0*&(31&8"1/'",$Y31&&*'"I201/(3"1/'"-$%,*"3-%23-*,"$?"+$'15:"B$2"
*9('*/3*"$?"+-*"+-*$&$0(31&".2$4$+($/"1/'"1..&(*'".213+(3*"$?"W2(+%1&(,4X"(/"

 
372 From "Paul's Usage of ta Stoicheis tou Kosmou" by Gary DeLashmutt  https://www.xenos.org/essays/pauls-
usage-ta-stoicheia-tou-kosmou   I highly recommend a reading of this paper. It is the most complete treatment 
and sound interpretation of Paul's meaning of "the elementary principles of the world" I have come across. 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.xenos.org/essays/pauls-usage-ta-stoicheia-tou-kosmou
https://www.xenos.org/essays/pauls-usage-ta-stoicheia-tou-kosmou
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+-*"3-%23-*,"$?"$%2"'15"!"2*?*2"5$%"+$"+-*"#2(+(/0,"$?"R$6*2+"G:"M*66*2!%!8"
J-$41,"N$#12'!%""1/'"]12)"Q1&&(!%#8"1&$/0"#(+-"1"/%46*2"$?"(4.$2+1/+"
12+(3&*,"#-(3-"#*2*".%6&(,-*'"(/"$..$,(+($/"+$"+-(,"/*01+(9*",.(2(+%1&"
.-*/$4*/$/:!%$"""""
"""
A Review!
 
!"+-(/)"(+"#$%&'"6*"-*&.?%&"1+"+-(,".$(/+"+$"2*9(*#"#-1+"#*"-19*"'(,3%,,*'"
+-%,"?12K""
 
“The Powers”377 
 
;,"!",+1+*'".2*9($%,&58",3-$&12,"-$&'"912($%,"9(*#,"#(+-"2*012',"+$"+-*"
('*/+(?(31+($/"$?"C+-*".$#*2,C:">$4*",**"+-*4"1,"(4.*2,$/1&",5,+*4(3"
?$23*,"?$2"0$$'"$2"*9(&"*D(,+(/0"(/"+-*"2*1&4"$?"-%41/",$3(*+5"5*+"-19(/0"1"
)(/'"$?",.(2(+%1&"*D(,+*/3*"0(9*/"+$"+-*4"65"?1&&*/"-%41/(+5"Y"/$+"6*(/0,8".*2"
,*8"6%+"(/",$4*"#158",$3($Y.$&(+(3$Y*3$/$4(3"?$23*,:"I+-*2,8"&()*"45,*&?8"
%/'*2,+1/'"+-*4"+$"6*"'(,+(/3+",.(2(+%1&"6*(/0,"$9*2"-%41/",$3(*+58"?1&&*/"
?2$4"+-*(2"$2(0(/1&"*,+1+*"$?",*29(/0"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"Q$'8"/$#"6$+-"

 
373 “Evangelicals on the Canterbury Trail: Why Evangelicals are Attracted to the Liturgical Church”, “Common 
Roots”, as well as the whole of his “Ancient-Future” series of books. 
374 “Evangelical Is Not Enough: Worship of God in Liturgy and Sacrament”. 
375 “Beyond Bells and Smells”, and “Ancient-Future People”, an article in Christianity Today (February 2008). 
376 “Ancient-Future Heresies” by T.A. McMahon, The Berean Call (February 28, 2008); “ Why We Should be 
Wary of Adding Extrabiblical Rituals to our Worship” by Philippe Sterling, originally published as “Return to 
Ritual, Part 2”, Grace in Focus (Jan/Feb 2010); “From Ritualism to a Personal Relationship with God” by Gary 
DeLashmutt (www.Xenos.org )   
377 It is not the purpose of this article to fully discuss the definition of “powers and principalities” – I have done 
that in another article entitled, The Cross & The Powers of Darkness. A complimentary copy in .PDF 
format can be obtained by emailing: AtChristsTable@gmail.com   
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1'9*2,12(1&"+$#12',"Q$'"1/'"$..2*,,(9*"+$#12',"-%41/(+5"U",.(2(+%1&"

6*(/0,"1/'"?$23*,"1+"#$2)"(/"1/'"+-2$%0-"-%41/",$3($Y.$&(+(3$Y*3$/$4(3"

,5,+*4,:"“The elementary principles of the world”"12*"%/V%*,+($/16&5"
2*&1+*'"+$"+-*".$#*2,"1/'".2(/3(.1&(+(*,"6%+"12*"/$+"$/*"1/'"+-*",14*:"]5"
9(*#"(,"+-1+"“the elementary principles of the world”"12*"+-*"W+$$&,X"$?"+-*"
.$#*2,"1/'".2(/3(.1&(+(*,:"
  
A Working Definition 
 
!"-19*"$??*2*'"+#$"'*?(/(+($/,"$?"“the elementary principles of the world”K";"
,32(.+%21&"'*?(/(+($/K"C,+2$/0-$&',"[3$/,(,+(/0"$?\",$.-(,+(31+*'"120%4*/+,"
1/'"*D1&+*'"$.(/($/,"21(,*'"%."(/"'(,$6*'(*/3*"101(/,+"+-*"+2%*"

)/$#&*'0*"$?"Q$'C!%&b"1/'"1"#$2)(/0"'*?(/(+($/K"“The elementary principles 

of the world”"12*"2*&(0($%,".2(/3(.&*,"1.12+"?2$4"$2"$%+,('*"$?"@-2(,+:!%'""""""
"
!+"(,"/$+"(/"+-*",3$.*"$?"+-(,"12+(3&*"+$"'(,3%,,"+-*"$.*21+($/"$?""Wthe elementary 

principles of the world”"(/"+-*",$3($Y.$&(+(3$Y*3$/$4(3"2*1&4:"!"14",.*3(?(31&&5"
'*1&(/0"#(+-"+-*"41/(?*,+1+($/"$?"+-*,*"“elementary principles of the 

world”"(/"+-*"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"$?"+-*".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-:"N19(/0",1('"+-1+8"
+-*"(/+*23$//*3+($/"6*+#**/"+-*"+#$",.-*2*,"31//$+"6*"'*/(*'8"6*31%,*8"

 
378 This is my translation of 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 drawn from James Strong’s Dictionary of Greek Words. The 
Greek word, logismos (Strong’s # 3053), can also be translated “imaginations”; but “reasonings” would be more 
accurate. Both are figurative. The more literal translation of the word would be “computations”, as the root 
word, logizomai (Strong’s # 3049), means “to take an account of” or “to take an inventory of”. 
379 My phrase, “apart from or outside of Christ” will probably need more detailed definition in each given 
instance, but it will always mean that which not in accord with the New Covenant and therefore detracts from or 
undermines authentic Christ-centeredness and preeminence. Colossians 1:18.   
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#-*+-*2"(/",$3(*+5"1+"&120*"$2"(/"+-*".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-8"+-*"3$44$/"$2(0(/"$?"
+-*,*"“elementary principles” (,"+-*",14*"U"/14*&58"+-*"#$2&':"A%+"#(+-"
2*012',"+$"+-*(2"41/(?*,+1+($/,"(/"+-*".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-8"#-*/"*4.&$5*'"(/"
#$2,-(.".213+(3*,8"+-*2*"(,"1/"(/*9(+16&*"+*/'*/35"+$"41)*"+-*"$6,*291/3*"
$?"+-*,*"*D+*2/1&".21D*,!&)"+-*"4*1/,"$?"*D.2*,,(/0",.(2(+%1&(+5"1/'"+-*5"

6*3$4*"+-*".2(4125"?$3%,"$?"+-*"@-2(,+(1/"&(?*:""
"
!"1&,$"+-(/)"(+"#$%&'"6*"6*/*?(3(1&"1+"+-(,".$(/+"+$"101(/"3&12(?5"#-1+"!"4*1/"
#-*/"!"%,*"+-*"+*248"W-%41/&5"$201/(T*'XK"!"14"2*?*22(/0"+$"912($%,"#15,"
#*"-%41/"6*(/0,"1++*4.+"+$"$201/(T*"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"1/'"(+,"&(?*"$?"
#$2,-(.:"J-*"4*1/,"*4.&$5*'"+$"W-%41/&5"$201/(T*X"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"
1/'"(+,"&(?*"$?"#$2,-(."!".%2.$2+"12*",32(.+%21&&5"('*/+(?(*'"1,"Wthe 

elementary principles of the world”:!&("H$+#(+-,+1/'(/08"+-*"G33&*,(1"Y"+-*"
@-%23-8"#-(3-"(,"N(,"A$'5"(,"W-*19*/&5"$201/(T*'X8"$2"WN$&5">.(2(+"
$201/(T*'X"U"/14*&58"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+f,"$201/(T1+($/"$?"+-*",.(2(+%1&"
$201/(,48"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+8"1/'"(+,"&(?*"$?"#$2,-(.:"
"
H*D+"#*"#(&&"'(,3%,,"Sacralization of the Spiritual"#-(3-"(/9$&9*,"

I67*3+(?(31+($/"[B$241&(,4\"1/'">13214*/+1&(,4"[>546$&(,4\:";/'"!"#$%&'"
31%+($/"+-$,*"#-$"'$"/$+"('*/+(?5"#(+-"WJ-*"F(+%205X"1/'"WI2'*2"$?">*29(3*X"
,+5&*,"$?"#$2,-(."U"/14*&58"+-$,*"(/"E2$+*,+1/+8"E*/+*3$,+1&8"@-12(,41+(38"

 
380 i.e., customs, traditions, methods, procedures, routines, rituals. 
381 Galatians 4:3, 9-10 & Colossians 2:8, 20-21 
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N$%,*8"$2"I201/(3"3-%23-*,K"PI"HIJ";>>O]G"MN;J"!>"AG!HQ">;!P"
PIG>"HIJ";EEF_"JI"_IO:"
"

 
 
 
 

 
  

http://www.atchriststable.org/


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

133 

Sacralization of the Spiritual 
 

Objectification 
 
!"-19*",.$)*/"$?"“the elementary principles of the world”"(/"+*24,"$?"W2(+%1&(,4X:"
J-*2*"12*"$+-*2"+*24,"#*"31/"'(,3%,,"#-(3-"415"-*&."%,"+$"%/'*2,+1/'"
+-*,*",.(2(+%1&".-*/$4*/1"4$2*"?%&&5:"I/*",%3-"+*24"(,"W,1321&(T1+($/X:"
W>1321&(T1+($/X"(/"2*&(0($/"(,"1++2(6%+(/0"1",132*'"V%1&(+5"1/'"3-1213+*2"+$"
3*2+1(/".*$.&*8".&13*,8"1/'"+-(/0,:"!/"2*?*2*/3*"+$"$%2".2*,*/+",%67*3+"
41++*28"!"#(&&"'*?(/*"W,1321&(T1+($/X"1"&(++&*"4$2*",.*3(?(31&&5"(/"+-(,"#15K"J-*"
,*++(/0"1.12+8"'*'(31+(/0"1/'"3$/,*321+(/0"$?".&13*,8"+(4*,8"1/'"13+(9(+(*,"

65",*.121+(/0"+-*4"?2$4"+-*"6*&(*9*2f,"*9*25'15"&(?*"1/'".&13(/0"+-*4"(/"

1",.*3(1&"2*&(0($%,"31+*0$25:"
"
;"2*&1+*'"+*24"(,"W$67*3+(?(31+($/X:!&*"P*//(,"]3@1&&%4"-1,"#2(++*/"1/"
(/+*2*,+(/0"1/+-2$.$&$0(31&",+%'5"*/+(+&*'"WJ-*"I67*3+(?(31+($/"$?"R*&(0($/X:!&!"
N(,"$.*/(/0",+1+*4*/+,"12*".*2+(/*/+"+$"$%2"'(,3%,,($/K"WfI67*3+(?(31+($/f"(,"
+-*"2*&(0($%,"+*/'*/35"+$"2*'%3*"16,+213+".2(/3(.&*,"+$"+1/0(6&*8"9(,3*21&"

$67*3+,8"1/'"2(+%1&,:"J-(,"+*/'*/358"?$%/'"(/"1&&"2*&(0($%,"3$4.&*D*,8"-1,"
1&,$"6**/".2$4(/*/+"(/"@-2(,+(1/(+58"'*,.(+*"*D.&(3(+".2$-(6(+($/,"(/"+-*"H*#"
J*,+14*/+:X""
"

 
382 In my understanding, the two terms “sacralization” and “objectification” are essentially synonymous.   
383 www.Xenos.org  

http://www.atchriststable.org/
http://www.xenos.org/


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

134 

J-*"1%+-$2"[P*//(,"]3@1&&%4\"6*&(*9*,"$67*3+(?(31+($/"[1&,$")/$#/"1,"
W?$241&(,4X\"2*41(/,"+$"6*"$/*"$?"+-*"02*1+*,+",+%46&(/0"6&$3),"+$".*$.&*"
3$/,('*2(/0"@-2(,+(1/(+5"+$'15:"N*"1&,$"#2(+*,K"WJ-*",+%'*/+"$?"-(,+$25"$?"
2*&(0($/"4%,+"#$/'*2"#-5"+-(,"(,",%3-"1"%/(9*2,1&"+*/'*/35:";/5"
.-*/$4*/$/"+-1+"1..*12,"*9*25#-*2*"$/"*12+-8"'%2(/0"*9*25".*2($'"$?"
-(,+$258"1/'"(/"*9*25")/$#/"2*&(0($%,"3$4.&*D8"4%,+"-19*",$4*"%/'*2&5(/0"
*D.&1/1+($/,"+-1+"12*"?1(2&5"3$44$/"$2"0*/*21&:X384 J-*"W%/'*2&5(/0"
*D.&1/1+($/X"!"#$%&'"$??*2"(,"+-(,K"“the elementary principles of the world”."

"
]3@1&&%4f,"12+(3&*"(,"1/"*D3*&&*/+"$9*29(*#"$?"912($%,",+%'(*,"1/'"+-*$2(*,"
(/"+-*"?(*&',"$?";/+-2$.$&$05"1/'"@$4.121+(9*"R*&(0($/"+$"#-(3-"-*"1'',"-(,"
$#/"@-2(,+(1/".*2,.*3+(9*:"!"102**"#(+-"-(4"#-*/"-*",%00*,+"+-1+"+-*"
3$/3*.+"$?"W,132*'",.13*X8"#-(&*"$/&5"$/*"*D14.&*8"(,"2*.2*,*/+1+(9*"$?"
$+-*2"1,.*3+,"$?"+-*"$67*3+(?(31+($/"$?"2*&(0($/:";/'"!"6*&(*9*"+-1+"#-1+"-*"
,15,"16$%+"W,132*'",.13*X"31/"6*"133%21+*&5"1..&(*'"+$"+-*",1321&(T1+($/"$?"
$+-*2"1,.*3+,"&()*"+(4*,8"1/'"13+(9(+(*,K"Wf>132*'",.13*f"2*?*2,"+$"+-*"
%/(9*2,1&"+*/'*/35"$?"2*&(0($%,"41/"+$"('*/+(?5",.13*"+-1+"(,",132*'8"1/'"+$"
312*?%&&5"'*&(4(+"+-1+",.13*"?2$4".2$?1/*",.13*:"J-(,",.13*8"$/3*"412)*'"
$??8"%,%1&&5"1&,$".&15,"1")*5"2$&*"(/"+-*"$/0$(/0"#$2,-(."1/'"2*&(0($%,"
.213+(3*"$?"+-*"?1(+-?%&"(/"+-1+",5,+*4:X!&#"F1+*2"(/"+-*"12+(3&*8"-*",+1+*,K"
WJ-*2*"(,"16,$&%+*&5"/$".2$9(,($/"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"G21"[#-(3-"!"+1)*"+$"
-19*"6*0%/"1+"E*/+*3$,+\"?$2"1/5"?$24"$?",132*'",.13*!&$^:"F()*#(,*8"+-*2*"

 
384 Ibid. 
385 Ibid. 
386 Ibid.; Cf. Acts 7:48-50; Hebrews 8:13, 13:10-14.  
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(,"/$"3&1(4"41'*"(/"+-*"12*1"$?",132*'"+(4*8"$2"2*&(0($%,"31&*/'12:X!&%"!/"
$+-*2"#$2',8"+-*2*"(,"/$".2$9(,($/"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"G21"?$2"W+-*"
*&*4*/+125".2(/3(.&*,"$?"+-*"#$2&'X",1321&(T(/0".&13*,8"+(4*,8"1/'"

13+(9(+(*,:""

"
M-(&*"!"+-(/)"+-1+"+-*2*"(,"4%3-"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"#-(3-"
]3@1&&%4"'$*,"/$+"+1)*"+-*"$..$2+%/(+5"+$"(/3&%'*"(/"-(,"12+(3&*"2*012'(/0"
@-2(,+(1/(+5"1/'"$67*3+(?(31+($/8"!"'$"+$+1&&5"102**"#(+-"-(,",+1+*'"3$/3&%,($/K"
W!"?(/'"45,*&?"%/16&*"+$"19$('"+-*"3$/3&%,($/"+-1+"-%41/)(/'f,"3219(/0"?$2"
3$/+2$&"1/'"2*0%&12(T1+($/"$?"+-*",132*'"-1,".&15*'"1"417$2"2$&*"(/"+-*"
$67*3+(?(31+($/"$?"2*&(0($/:X!&&";/'"1,"]3@1&&%4".$(/+,"$%+8"1/+-2$.$&$0(,+8"
G'#12'"H$26*3)8",.*1)(/0"?2$4"1/"*/+(2*&5",*3%&12".*2,.*3+(9*"1,+%+*&5"
'(,3*2/,K"W^"2*&(0($%,"13+,"+*/'"+$"6*3$4*"0$1&,"(/"+-*4,*&9*,:"N(,+$2(*,"
$?"2*&(0($/,".2$9('*"41/5"*D14.&*,"$?"2(+%1&,"2*/'*2*'"4*1/(/0&*,,"65"
.1,,10*"$?"+(4*8""6%+"#-(3-"12*"/*9*2+-*&*,,"+*/13($%,&5"2*+1(/*':"G4.+5"$?"
+-*(2"$2(0(/1&",(0/(?(31/3*8"+-*"2(+*,"+-*4,*&9*,"-19*"6*3$4*"0$1&,"#-(3-"
+-*"4*46*2,"$?",$3(*+5"12*"%/'*2"3$4.%&,($/"+$"2*13-"65"?1(+-?%&"
.*2?$241/3*:X!&'"!"-19*"%/'*2&(/*'"+-*"('*1"+-1+"2*&(0($%,"2(+*,"6*3$4*"
0$1&,8"6*31%,*"JN;J"(,"+-*"(/,('($%,"+-(/0"16$%+"(+"U"+-*"W,-1'$#X"(,"
+1)*/"+$"6*"+-*"W,%6,+1/3*X:!')  WI67*3+(9(,4X"(,"3*2+1(/&5"1/$+-*2"+*24"

 
387 Ibid.; Cf. Colossians 2:16-17 and Galatians 4:9-10. 
388 Ibid. 
389 Edward Norbeck, “Religion in Primitive Society”, p. 74 
390 I will take this opportunity to say I do not think there is anything essentially “wrong” with religious rites. In 
fact, in and of themselves, I think they should be placed in the category of “Art” rather than “Worship”. If 
viewed as such, I believe Christian artists would be encouraged to create in all the various art forms with much 
more freedom, breadth, depth. The Church could be freed to act as a “patron” of the arts as in times past, and 
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#-(3-"31/"6*"%,*'"+$"&16*&"#-1+"+-*",32(.+%2*,"2*?*2"+$"1,"W+-*"*&*4*/+125"

.2(/3(.&*,"$?"+-*"#$2&'X:""""""

 
Sacramentalism 
 
W>13214*/+1&(,4X"(/"+-*$&$05"(,"+-*"6*&(*?"+-1+"+-*".*2?$241/3*"$?"3*2+1(/"
*D+*2/1&"2(+*,"3$/?*2,"+-*"0213*"$?"Q$':";"W,13214*/+X"-1,"6**/"'*?(/*'"1,"
W1/"$%+#12'".-5,(31&",(0/"$?"1/"(/#12'",.(2(+%1&"0213*X:";/"(/+*021&".12+"$?"
,13214*/+1&(,4"(,"W,546$&(,4X"Y""+-1+"(,8"+-*"%,*"$?"2*&(0($%,",546$&,"$2"
(3$/,"+$"('*/+(?5".12+(3%&12"2*&(0($%,"3$/3*.+,:">546$&,"1/'",13214*/+,"
-19*"$69($%,&5".&15*'"1"417$2"2$&*"(/"1&&"2*&(0($/,8"(/3&%'(/0"$2+-$'$D"
a%'1(,4"1/'"3$/9*/+($/1&"@-2(,+(1/(+5:"J-*"*??(3135"$?",546$&,"1/'"
,13214*/+,"+$".2$'%3*"32*1+(9*8"(410(/1+(9*8"12+(,+(38"*9*/",.(2(+%1&"
(/,.(21+($/"-1,".2$9*/"(+,*&?"?$2"41/5"3*/+%2(*,:";/'"+-*2*"-1,"6**/"4%3-"
#2(++*/"$/"+-*"/1+%2*"1/'"6*/*?(+,"$?",546$&"1/'",13214*/+:!'("_*+8"+-*2*"
-19*"1&,$"6**/",(0/(?(31/+"#2(+(/0,"$/"+-*"3$22%.+($/"$?"@-2(,+(1/(+5"
,.*3(?(31&&5"+-2$%0-"+-*"(/3$2.$21+($/"$?",546$&"1/'",13214*/+"(/"#$2,-(."
.213+(3*,:!'*"J-*".2$6&*4"#(+-"%,(/0"*D+*2/1&".-5,(31&"+-(/0,"+$"2*.2*,*/+"
(/+*2/1&",.(2(+%1&"+-(/0,"(,"+-(,K";,"#1,"1&2*1'5",+1+*'"16$9*8"+-*".-5,(31&"
+-(/08"21+-*2"+-1/"+-*",.(2(+%1&"+-(/08"6*3$4*,"+-*"?$3%,b"1/'"+-*"2(+*"

 
the arts could be a viable witness of the Kingdom of Heaven in the world. I have written about these things in 
other articles entitled A Call to God-centered Art and Art & True Spirituality. Complimentary copies of 
these articles can be obtained by emailing AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
391 Just one example is “Evangelical Is Not Enough” by Thomas Howard; but also, the many writings of Robert 
E. Webber.  
392 Fine examples are “The Reformers and Their Stepchildren” by Leonard Verduin, especially Chapter 4: 
“Sacramentschwarmer!”; and “Humiliation of the Word” by Jacques Ellul. 
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6*3$4*,"+-*",%6,+(+%+*"?$2"+-*"2*1&(+5:";01(/8"1/"*D.&1/1+($/"$?"+-(,"
2*&(0($%,".-*/$4*/$/"(,"+-1+"+-*"*D+*2/1&".-5,(31&"+-(/0,"12*"6%+"1"4*2*"
W,-1'$#X"U"1"2*.2*,*/+1+($/"$?",.(2(+%1&"+-(/0,"Y"'21#/"?2$4"1/'"61,*'"%.$/"
-%41/"%/'*2,+1/'(/0:"J-(,"(,"4(,+1)*/"?$2",.(2(+%1&"2*1&(+5:"A%+"+2%*"
,.(2(+%1&(+5"(,"'21#/"?2$4"1/'"61,*'"%.$/"+-*"E*2,$/"$?"@-2(,+"1&$/*:"
;%+-*/+(3",.(2(+%1&"2*1&(+5"$2",%6,+1/3*"6*&$/0,"$/&5"+$"@-2(,+"U"+-1+"(,8"W(,"
'*2(9*'"?2$4"@-2(,+8"1/'"31/"6*"2*1&(T*'"$/&5"+-2$%0-"%/($/"#(+-"N(4:X!'!"
J-(,"2*1&(+5"(,".2*2*V%(,(+*"+$"#$2,-(."(/",.(2(+"1/'"+2%+-:";,"a*,%,"41'*"
3&*12K"“God is spirit, and those who worship Him MUST worship in spirit and 

truth.”394";01(/8"&()*"W2(+%1&(,4X"1/'"W$67*3+(?(31+($/X8"W,13214*/+1&(,4X"1/'"
W,546$&(,4X"12*"$+-*2"&16*&,"#-(3-"31/"6*"%,*'"+$"('*/+(?5"#-1+"+-*"

,32(.+%2*"2*?*2,"+$"1,"“the elementary principles of the world”:""

 
The Sacralization of Christianity 
 
W>1321&(T1+($/X"(/"2*&(0($/"(,"1++2(6%+(/0"1",132*'"V%1&(+5"1/'"3-1213+*2"+$"
3*2+1(/".*$.&*8".&13*,8"1/'"+-(/0,:";/'"4$2*",.*3(?(31&&5"?$2"$%2",%67*3+"
41++*2"-*2*K"J-*",*++(/0"1.12+8"'*'(31+(/0"1/'"3$/,*321+(/0"$?".&13*,8"
+(4*,8"1/'"13+(9(+(*,"65",*.121+(/0"+-*4"?2$4"+-*"6*&(*9*2f,"*9*25'15"&(?*"

1/'".&13(/0"+-*4"(/"1",.*3(1&"2*&(0($%,"31+*0$25:"
"
P%2(/0"I&'"@$9*/1/+"+(4*,8"Q$'"1,,(0/*'"+-*"N*62*#".2$.-*+,"+$"
.2$.-*,5"+$"N(,".*$.&*"(/"1/"*??$2+"+$"'*,1321&(T*8"(/"+-*"-*12+,"1/'"4(/',"$?"

 
393 Vincent’s Word Studies 
394 John 4:24 
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+-*"N*62*#".*$.&*8"+-*"2*&(0($/,"$?"@1/11/8";,,52(18"1/'"$+-*2".101/"
/1+($/,:"_*+8"1,"#*")/$#8"+-*"N*62*#".*$.&*"3$/+(/%1&&5",%33%46*'"+$"+-*"
(/?&%*/3*,"$?".101/"('$&1+25:"F()*#(,*8"+-*"*12&5"@-2(,+(1/,"3$/+(/%*'"(/"
41/5"$?"+-*"a*#(,-"2(+%1&,"1/'"2*0%&1+($/,"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"*9*/"1?+*2"

+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#1,"*,+16&(,-*'"65"@-2(,+f,"'*1+-"1/'"2*,%22*3+($/"

1/'"+-*"$%+.$%2(/0"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+:!'#""
"
P%2(/0"1.$,+$&(3"+(4*,8"+-*"Q2**)"1/'"R$41/".1/+-*$/"$?"0$',"#*2*"1&,$"
1,,$3(1+*'"#(+-"/1+%21&"$67*3+,8"3122(*'"1,,$3(1+*'"2(+*,"1/'"2*0%&1+($/,8"
1/'"+-*2*"#*2*"0%(&',"#-(3-"#*2*"?$24*'"(/"+-*"/14*"$?"+-*,*"'*(+(*,"+$"
3*&*621+*"+-*,*"2(+*,"1/'"*/?$23*"+-*,*"2*0%&1+($/,:"A%+"+-*"*12&5"@-2(,+(1/,"
'('"0*/*21&&5"41/10*"+$",*.121+*"+-*4,*&9*,"?2$4"+-(,".12+(3%&12".101/"
('$&1+25:"_*+8"#*"4%,+"3$/,('*2"+-*"?13+"+-1+"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"?*&+"(+"
/*3*,,125"+$"#12/"@-2(,+(1/,"101(/,+"+-*,*".101/"2(+*,"1/'"2*0%&1+($/,"
#-*/"-*"#2$+*"+$"+-*"@$&$,,(1/,K""
15 ”He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, 
having triumphed over them through it (i.e., the cross). 16 Therefore no one is to act 
as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or 
a Sabbath day— 17 things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but 
the substance belongs to Christ. 18 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize 
by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand 
on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, 19 and not 
holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and 
held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is 

 
395 See: Old Covenant Undertow in the Early Church and “Led by the Spirit”. For complimentary .PDF 
copies, email: AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
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from God. 20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the 
world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, 
such as, 21 “Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!” 22 (which all refer to things 
destined to perish with use)—in accordance with the commandments and teachings 
of men? 23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in 
self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body but are of no 
value against fleshly indulgence."396  
"
P$"5$%",**"+-1+"E1%&"2*?*2,"+$"+-*,*""elementary principles of the world""U"
+-*,*"912($%,",.*3(1&"13+(9(+(*,8",*.121+*'"+$",.*3(1&"+(4*,"1/'".&13*,8"1/'"
,+2%3+%2*'"#(+-"2(+*,"1/'"2*0%&1+($/,"Y"1,"C,-1'$#,C"1/'"/$+"+-*"2*1&(+5"$?"
@-2(,+:"N*"(,"*D-$2+(/0"@-2(,+(1/,"+$",+$."+-(,"I&'"@$9*/1/+"1..2$13-"+$"
#$2,-(.8"1/'"+$"*46213*"Q$'Z,"H*#"@$9*/1/+"1&+*2/1+(9*"(/,+*1':";/'"+-1+"
(,K""Holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied 
and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which 
is from God.""
"
A%+8"%/?$2+%/1+*&58"E1%&Z,"#$2',"#*2*"/$+",%??(3(*/+&5"-**'*'"U"/$+"'%2(/0"
+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%258"/$2"(/",%6,*V%*/+"+(4*,:"M-1+8"(/"?13+8"+21/,.(2*'"
+-2$%0-$%+"+-*"-(,+$25"$?"@-2(,+*/'$4"U"+-2$%0-"+-*"WE1+2(,+(3X".*2($'8"
?%2+-*2"'*9*&$.4*/+,"$?"+-*"@1+-$&(3"1/'"Q2**)"I2+-$'$D"2(+%1&"1/'"&(+%2058"
1/'"$/"(/+$"E2$+*,+1/+",13214*/+1&(,4"Y"#1,"1"RGY>;@R;F!j;J!IH"$?"+-1+"
#-(3-"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"-1'"'*Y,1321&(T*':""""""
"

 
396 Colossians 2:15-23, Cf. 8. 
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J-(,",1321&(T1+($/"(/"2*&(0($/"U"+-(,"2(+%1&(,48"$67*3+(?(31+($/8",13214*/+1&(,48"
1/'",546$&(,4"U"$69($%,&5"-1,"6**/"*D+2*4*&5".*291,(9*:"A%+"-$#"12*"#*"
+$"*D.&1(/"(+,".*291,(9*/*,,`"!,"(+",$4*+-(/0"(/"-%41/"/1+%2*`"!"6*&(*9*",$:""
"
A%+"!"6*&(*9*"(+"1&,$"0$*,"6*5$/'"+-*"-%41/"'(4*/,($/:"!/"-(,"6$$)8"
C>%69*2,($/"$?"@-2(,+(1/(+5C8"a13V%*,"G&&%&",.*/',",*9*/"3-1.+*2,"
*D.&1(/(/0"+-1+"@-2(,+(1/(+5"-1,"6*3$4*",$4*+-(/0"JIJ;FF_"P!BBGRGHJ"
!H"GLGR_";>EG@J"?2$4"+-*"2*9*&1+($/"$?"Q$'"(/"@-2(,+:"N*"+-*/"0(9*,"-(,"
*D.&1/1+($/"$?"MN_"+-(,"3$%&'".$,,(6&5"-1..*/"0(9*/"(/"&(0-+"$?"+-*"
*,+16&(,-4*/+"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"1/'"+-*"$%+Y.$%2(/0"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+:"
N(,"*D.&1/1+($/"(,K"-%41/"10021/'(T*4*/+"U"+-1+"(,8"+-*"'*&(6*21+*"(0/$2(/0"
$?"+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$'"(/"?19$2"$?"0&$2(?5(/0"+-*"-%41/",*&?:"AOJ8"-19(/0"
3$/3&%'*'"+-(,"-*"+-*/"1&,$"$??*2,"(/"3-1.+*2"o8"CP$4(/($/,"1/'"E$#*2,C8"
+$"?%2+-*2"*D.&1(/"+-*"(/32*'(6&*".$#*2"$?"+-(,"3$22%.+(/0"?$23*:!'%""
"
!+"(,"45"1,,*2+($/"+-1+"E$#*2,"1/'"E2(/3(.1&(+(*,"12*"(/+*/+($/1&&5"1+"#$2)"

(/"1/'"+-2$%0-"?1&&*/"-%41/(+5Z,"+*/'*/3(*,"(/"1/"*??$2+"+$"-(/'*2"+-*"

.%2.$,*"$?"Q$':";/'"+-*(2"+$$&,8""the elemental principles of the world"8!'&"

12*"+-$,*"#-(3-"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"1&,$"2*?*22*'"+$"1,""strongholds 
(consisting of) sophisticated arguments and exalted opinions raised up in 

 
397 Various scholars have various views with regards to the identification of "the powers". Some, like Ellul, see 
them as impersonal systemic forces for good or evil existing in the realm of human society, yet having a kind of 
spiritual existence given to them by fallen humanity - not beings, per se, but in some way, socio-politico forces. 
Others, like myself, understand them to be distinct spiritual beings over human society, fallen from their 
original estate of serving the purpose of God, now both adversarial towards God and oppressive towards 
humanity – spiritual beings and forces at work in and through human socio-politico systems.    
398 Galatians 4:1-11; Colossians 2:8-23. 
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disobedience against the true knowledge of God."!'':">$8"#-(&*"#*"-19*"
+2(*'"+$"01(/"(/,(0-+"(/+$"+-*,*"+-(/0,"+-2$%0-"'(,3%,,($/"$?"912($%,"-%41/"
3$/3*.+,"1/'".213+(3*,"&()*"W,1321&(T1+($/X8"W2(+%1&(,4X8"W$67*3+(?(31+($/X8"
W,13214*/+1&(,4X8"1/'"W,546$&(,4X8"+-*",32(.+%21&"('*/+(?(31+($/"$?"“the 

elementary principles of the world” (,"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&f,".-21,*K"
"strongholds (consisting of) sophisticated arguments and exalted opinions 
raised up in disobedience against the true knowledge of God.""))"

 
 

 
399 Cf. 2 Corinthians 10:4-5.  
400 This is my translation of 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 drawn from James Strong’s Dictionary of Greek Words. The 
Greek word, logismos (Strong’s # 3053), can also be translated “imaginations”; but “reasonings” would be more 
accurate. Both are figurative. The more literal translation of the word would be “computations”, as the root 
word, logizomai (Strong’s # 3049), means “to take an account of” or “to take an inventory of”.  
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Sacralization of the Secular 
 
Introduction 
"
!/"+-*".2*9($%,"12+(3&*8"#*"'(,3%,,*'">1321&(T1+($/"Y""/14*&58"#-1+"31/"6*"
31&&*'"+-*"WSacralization of the SpiritualX"[1/'"+-*"W>1321&(T1+($/"$?"

@-2(,+(1/(+5X\:";/'"#*"-19*"&$$)*'"1+">1321&(T1+($/"1,"1"3$/3*.+"1/'"
.213+(3*",.*3(?(31&&5"#(+-"2*012',"+$"#$2,-(.")(:"A%+"+-*2*"-1,"1&,$"6**/"1"
Sacralization of the Secular"#-(3-"-1,"&*'"+$"!'$&1+25:";/'"+-(,"('$&1+25"-1,"

1&,$"(/91'*'"+-*".2$?*,,(/0"@-%23-:""
 
;,"#*"9(*#"+-*"#$2&'8"$/*"$?"+-*"+-(/0,"#*"(/32*1,(/0&5",**"(,"+-*"
,*3%&12(T1+($/"$?"+-*",.(2(+%1&:""J-*"*,.$%,1&"$?"W>*3%&12"]1+*2(1&(,4X8"+-*"
417$2(+5"#$2&'9(*#"(/"#*,+*2/",$3(*+(*,8"-1,"(/32*1,(/0&5"*&(4(/1+*'"+-*"
,.(2(+%1&"?2$4"&(?*:";&,$")/$#/"1,"WH1+%21&(,4X8"(+"(,"+-*"('*1"+-1+"1&&"+-1+"
*D(,+,"31/"6*"*D.&1(/*'"(/",$&*&5".-5,(31&"+*24,"1/'"/1+%21&"31%,*,:";,"
,*3%&12(,+,"-19*".2$4$+*'"+-(,"9(*#8"@-2(,+(1/,"-19*"6*4$1/*'"+-*"?13+"+-1+"
+-*"6(6&(31&"#$2&'9(*#"-1,"&$,+"02$%/'"(/"2*3*/+"+(4*,:">*3%&12"]1+*2(1&(,4"
/$+"$/&5"32*1+*'"1"W,.(2(+%1&"913%%4X"65"'(,.&13(/0"+-*",.(2(+%1&"(/"&(?*8"6%+"(+,"
10*/'1"1&,$".2$02*,,*'"?$2#12'"65".&13(/0"+-*",*3%&12"(/"+-$,*".&13*,"
#-*2*"+-*",.(2(+%1&"-1,"6**/"'(,.&13*':">*3%&12"]1+*2(1&(,4"-1,"41'*"+-*"
,*3%&12"+-*"W/*#",.(2(+%1&X:";/'8"(/",$"'$(/08"(+"-1,">1321&(T*'"+-*"

>*3%&12:""

 
401 My working definition of “worship” is living a life of surrender and service to God. 
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E1%&f,"#$2',"3$%&'/f+"6*"4$2*"1..2$.2(1+*K"“Professing to be wise, they became 
fools…. For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie and worshipped and served the 
creature  rather than the Creator….”402"!"+-(/)"+-*"4$,+"%,*?%&"V%*,+($/"#*"
3$%&'"1,)"16$%+"+-(,".-*/$4*/$/"(,"+-(,K"WM-1+"(,"+-*"31%,*"$?",%3-"
('$&1+25`X"J-*"1/,#*2"#$%&'"6*"+-(,K"B1&&*/"N%41/(+5"-1,"1".2$.*/,(+5"?$2"
,*&?Y10021/'(T*4*/+"U";HP"Y"+-*2*"*D(,+"W#$2&'"?$23*,"$?"'12)/*,,X"1/'"
W,.(2(+%1&"?$23*,"$?"#(3)*'/*,,X"#-(3-"*D.&$(+"+-1+".2$.*/,(+5:""
"
H$#8"#*"-19*"6**/",.*1)(/0"$?"B1&&*/"N%41/(+5"1,",$3(*+5"1+"&120*:"M-1+"(?"
#*"$6,*29*"+-*",14*".-*/$4*/$/"#(+-(/"+-1+"#-(3-".2$?*,,*,"+$"6*"+-*"
-$%,*-$&'"$?"Q$'`"N$#"31/",%3-"('$&1+25"*D(,+"(/"+-*".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-`"
J-*"1/,#*2"(,"+-*",14*K"L*25"41/5".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,"-19*"1".2$.*/,(+5"
?$2",*&?Y10021/'(T*4*/+8"1/'"+-*"“world forces of darkness” and “spiritual 

forces of wickedness”403 12*"1+"#$2)"(/"+-*(2"4(',+"+$"*D.&$(+"+-1+".2$.*/,(+5:"
@$/,*V%*/+&58"#*",**".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,"1'$.+(/0",$4*"$?"+-*"0$',"$?"
>*3%&12"]1+*2(1&(,4"1/'"*/,-2(/(/0"+-*4"(/"+-*"3-%23-:">$4*"*D14.&*,"
#$%&'"6*K"$201/(T1+($/1&"W*??(3(*/35X8"?(/1/3(1&"W,%33*,,X8"/%4*2(31&"02$#+-8"
W621/'(/0X8"412)*+(/08"*/+*2+1(/4*/+8".*2,$/1&(+5"3%&+,8"*+:"1&:"J-%,"
.2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,"-19*"7$(/*'"?$23*,"#(+-"+-*"“world forces of 

darkness” and “spiritual forces of wickedness”"(/"+-*"Sacralization of the 

Secular:"

"

 
402 Romans 1:18-25, Cf. vv. 22 & 25. 
403 Ephesians 6:12 
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]1/5"@-2(,+(1/,"-19*"2*3$0/(T*'"+-*"(/32*1,(/0",*3%&12(T1+($/"(/"+-*"
,%22$%/'(/0",$3(*+5"1/'"-19*".2$.$,*'"W6(/'(/0"+-*".$#*2,"1/'"
.2(/3(.1&(+(*,X:"M-*/"a*,%,",.$)*"16$%+"WbindingX8"N*"#1,"2*?*22(/0"+$"
“forbidding what is already forbidden in heaven”:")""@-2(,+(1/,"31//$+"?$26('"
#-1+"+-*5"+-*4,*&9*,"-19*"#(&&*'"+$"*4.&$5"(/"+-*(2"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,:"!"
.%2.$,*&5"%,*"+-*"#$2'"W*4.&$5X8"1,"!"'12*",15"+-1+"4%3-"$?"+-*"6%'0*+"$?"
3$/9*/+($/1&"&$31&"3-%23-*,"&(+*21&&5"'$*,"0$"+$"W*4.&$5X".*$.&*"1/'"
.2$0214,"#-(3-"[!"-$.*"+$"3$/9(/3*"5$%\"12*"“the elementary principles of 

the world”8"+-*"9*25"+$$&,"$?"+-*".$#*2,"1/'".2(/3(.1&(+(*,:";01(/8"

Sacralization of the Secular"-1,"&*'"+$"1"?$24"$?"('$&1+258"1/'"+-*"('$&"(,"

/14*&5"Y"-%41/"$201/(T1+($/:"J-(,",14*"('$&"-1,"(/91'*'"+-*".2$?*,,(/0"

3-%23-*,:""

"

“Technique” 
"
!"14",%00*,+(/0"+-1+"+-*".-*/$4*/1"$?"+-*",1321&(T1+($/"$?"6$+-"+-*",.(2(+%1&"
1/'",*3%&12"(,"*D3*&&*/+&5"*D.&1(/*'"(/"+-*"912($%,"#2(+(/0,"$?"a13V%*,"G&&%&8"
,.*3(?(31&&5"#(+-"2*012',"+$"-(,"3$/3*.+"$?"W+*3-/(V%*X:")#";/'"!"14"
.2$.$,(/0"+-1+"G&&%&f,"3$/3*.+"$?"W+*3-/(V%*X"*V%1+*,"#(+-"“the elementary 

principles of the world”:">$8"+$"(/9*,+(01+*"G&&%&f,"3$/3*.+"$?"W+*3-/(V%*X"(,"

 
404 Matthew 16:19; 18:18. The syntax of the Greek text makes the meaning clear: “Whatever thou mayest bind 
upon the earth shall be having been bound in the heavens, and whatever thou mayest loose upon the earth shall 
be having been loosed in the heavens”. (Young’s Literal Translation). Amplified Bible: “Whatever you bind 
[forbid, declare to be improper and unlawful] on earth will have [already] been bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose [permit, declare lawful] on earth will have [already] been loosed in heaven.” 
405 Although, he doesn’t use any of the labels I have used. 
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+$"?%2+-*2"(/9*,+(01+*"“the elementary principles of the world”:";/'"1,"#*"
(/9*,+(01+*"G&&%&f,"3$/3*.+"$?"W+*3-/(V%*X"8"!"6*&(*9*"#*"#(&&",**"+-1+"+-*"
.213+(3*"1/'".%2,%(+"$?"W+*3-/(V%*X"-1,"2*,%&+*'"(/"+-*"Secularization of the 

Secular"1/'"+-*"('$&1+25"$?"-%41/"$201/(T1+($/:"J-*"1'$.+($/"$?"

W+*3-/(V%*X"(/"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"-1,"2*,%&+*'"(/"+-*"Sacralization of the 

Secular8"1/'"+-%,"9*25"41/5".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,"-19*"3$4*"%/'*2"+-*"

+21/3*"$?"“the elementary principles of the world”:""
"
Human Organization: 
Methodologies, Policies, Procedures, and Routines 
"
;?+*2"4%3-",+%'5"1/'"1/1&5,(,"$?"@-%23-"N(,+$258"!"-19*"3$/3&%'*'"+-1+"
,+12+(/0"*9*/"(/"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%258"1/'"+-*/"3$/+(/%(/0"+-2$%0-$%+"1&&"3-%23-"
-(,+$258".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,"-19*"3-$,*/"+$"*4.&$5"-%41/"$201/(T1+($/"
21+-*2"+-1/"&$$)(/0"+$"+-*"$201/(3"&(?*"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+:";/'"(/"4$'*2/"+(4*,"
+-(,".2$.*/,(+5"?$2"-%41/"$201/(T1+($/"-1,"2*13-*'"1".$(/+"$?"#-1+"3$%&'"
6*"31&&*'"1/"('$&1+2$%,"$6,*,,($/"#(+-"4*+-$'$&$0(*,8".$&(3(*,8".2$3*'%2*,8"
1/'"2$%+(/*,"#-(3-"-19*"6**/"1'$.+*'"?2$4"+-*"#$2&'",5,+*4:"J$'158"#*"
/$+"$/&5"-19*"“the elementary principles of the world”"1+"#$2)"(/"+-*"
.2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,"+-2$%0-"4$9*4*/+,"&()*"WN*62*#"R$$+,"@-2(,+(1/(+5X")$"
1/'"+-*"W;/3(*/+YB%+%2*"@-%23-X8")%"6%+"1&,$"+-2$%0-"1".&*+-$21"$?"

 
406 Cf. https://hebrewroots.info  
407 Cf. http://ancientfuturechurch.org  
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4*+-$'$&$0(*,8".$&(3(*,8".2$3*'%2*,8"1/'"2$%+(/*,"*4.&$5*'"(/"3-%23-"
4(/(,+25"1/'"4(,,($/:"
"
!"#$%&'"&()*"+$".2$.$,*"?%2+-*2"+-1+8"?2$4"1",.(2(+%1&".*2,.*3+(9*8"+-*",$%23*"
$?"+-*,*"4*+-$'$&$0(*,8".$&(3(*,8".2$3*'%2*,8"1/'"2$%+(/*,"12*"/$/*"
$+-*2"+-1/"“the elementary principles of the world”8"+-*"9*25"+$$&,"$?"+-*"

.$#*2,"1/'".2(/3(.1&(+(*,:"!"14"3$/9(/3*'"+-1+"+-(,"(,"+-*"417$2"6&$3)10*"
(/"+-*"?&$#"$?"+-*">.(2(+f,"&(?*"+-2$%0-"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"1/'"+-*"

41/(?*,+1+($/"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:""

"

Jacques Ellul408 
"
!"6*&(*9*"1"'(,3%,,($/"$/"+-*"61,(3,"$?"a13V%*,"G&&%&f,"+*248"W+*3-/(V%*X8"
#$%&'"-*&."+$"('*/+(?5".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,"$6,*,,($/"#(+-"-%41/"
$201/(T1+($/"Y"4*+-$'$&$0(*,8".$&(3(*,8".2$3*'%2*,8"1/'"2$%+(/*,:"G&&%&f,"
+*248"W+*3-/(V%*X8"(,"7%,+"$/*"#15"$?"&16*&(/0"+-(,".-*/$4*/$/:"!/"-(,"
#2(+(/08"G&&%&"'('"2*?*2"+$"+-*"“powers and principalities”b"6%+"+$"45")/$#&*'0*8"
-*"'('"/$+",.*3(?(31&&5"2*?*2"+$"“the elementary principles of the world”:")'"

>+(&&8"!"6*&(*9*"-(,"+-$%0-+,"12*"1/"(/,(0-+?%&".**)"(/+$"+-*,*"+-(/0,:">$8"!"#(&&"

 
408 For background information of Jacques Ellul: https://ellul.org/  
409 It should be noted that Ellul’s understanding of “the powers” at some point changed from seeing them as 
actual spiritual entities in and of themselves to later referring to them as a more “impersonal” type of spiritual 
forces which were empowered, not in and of themselves, but were rather given this power by human societies 
and cultures. Yet, I believe that Ellul recognized sin, the fallen state of Humanity, as the root of this human 
condition. While, unlike Ellul, I DO understand the powers to be actual spiritual entities working in and through 
the world system and human organizations, I still find Ellul’s observations on “technique” insightful and 
worthwhile for this study.    

http://www.atchriststable.org/
https://ellul.org/


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

147 

6*"62(*?&5"'(,3%,,(/0"G&&%&f,"3$/3*.+"$?"W+*3-/(V%*X"1/'"3$//*3+(/0"(+"#(+-"
+-*"W-%41/&5",+2%3+%2*'X"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"$?".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,:""
 
“The Society of Efficient Techniques” 
 
!/"don<8"G&&%&f,",*4(/1&"#$2)"#1,"2*&*1,*'"(/"+-*"O>;"%/'*2"+-*"+(+&*8"WJ-*"
J*3-/$&$0(31&">$3(*+5X:"J-*"6$$)"#1,"+21/,&1+*'"?2$4"+-*"B2*/3-8"1/'"+-*"
+(+&*"#1,"1/"1'1.+1+($/"$?"1/$+-*2"+(+&*"(/"B2*/3-:"E$,,(6&5"1"4$2*"'*,32(.+(9*"
+(+&*"(/"G/0&(,-"#$%&'"-19*"6**/8"WJ-*">$3(*+5"$?"G??(3(*/+"J*3-/(V%*,X:"I/"
.10*"DD9"$?"-(,"6$$)8"+-(,"(,"-$#"G&&%&"'*?(/*,"-(,"+*248"W+*3-/(V%*XK 
WJ*3-/(V%*"(,"+-*"+$+1&(+5"$?"4*+-$',"21+($/1&&5"122(9*'"1+"1/'"-19(/0"
16,$&%+*"*??(3(*/35"[?$2"1"0(9*/",+10*"$?"'*9*&$.4*/+\"(/"*9*25"?(*&'"$?"
-%41/"13+(9(+5:X"" 
 
J-*"*V%(91&*/+"(/"3$/+*4.$2125"+*24,"4(0-+"6*"+-*"+*248"WA*,+"E213+(3*,X8"
#-(3-"J*3-/$.*'(1"'*?(/*,"(/"+-(,"#15K"W;02**4*/+"+-1+",+1/'12'(T*,"+-*"
4$,+"*??(3(*/+"1/'"*??*3+(9*"#15"+$"133$4.&(,-"1"'*,(2*'"$%+3$4*:";"6*,+"
.213+(3*"0*/*21&&5"3$/,(,+,"$?"1"+*3-/(V%*8"4*+-$'8"$2".2$3*,,:"J-*"
3$/3*.+"(4.&(*,"+-1+"(?"1/"$201/(T1+($/"?$&&$#,"6*,+".213+(3*,8"1"'*&(9*2*'"
$%+3$4*"#(+-"4(/(41&".2$6&*4,"$2"3$4.&(31+($/,"#(&&"6*"*/,%2*':X"()""
"
WJ*3-/(V%*X"(,"+-*",+1/'12'(T*'"4*1/,"?$2"1++1(/(/0".2*'*+*24(/*'"2*,%&+,:"
!+"(,"1"?1,3(/1+($/"#(+-"2*,%&+,"#-(3-"*,+**4,"W)/$#Y-$#X"1,"+-*"%&+(41+*"

 
410 https://www.techopedia.com/definition/14269/best-practice That is the goal of all human organization – to 
help prevent problems, and when problems do arise, to eliminate them in the most efficient way.  
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91&%*:"I/".10*"So"$?"-(,"6$$)8"G&&%&",+1+*,K"WJ*3-/(V%*"-1,"$/&5"$/*"
.2(/3(.&*8"*??(3(*/+"$2'*2(/0:X"G&&%&"120%*,"+-1+"*??(3(*/35"(,"/$"&$/0*2"1/"
$.+($/8"6%+"1"/*3*,,(+5"(4.$,*'"$/"1&&"-%41/"13+(9(+5:"
"
F*+f,",%4412(T*"+-*"3$/3*.+"$?"W+*3-/(V%*X"#(+-"+-*".-21,*"W+*3-/$&$0(31&"
*D.*2+(,*X:";/'"&*+f,"(/+2$'%3*"1/$+-*2"+*24"Y"W+*3-/$32135X8"#-(3-"31/"6*"
'*?(/*'"1,"0$9*2/1/3*"65"+*3-/$321+,"41/10(/0",$3(*+5"133$2'(/0"+$"
+2%,+*'"4*+-$'$&$0(*,:"!"6*&(*9*"(+"#$%&'"6*"133%21+*"+$",15"+-1+"G&&%&f,"+*248"
W+*3-/(V%*X8"*V%1+*,"#(+-"+-*"+*248"W+*3-/$32135X8"1,"-*",**,"W+*3-/(V%*X"
1,"-19(/0"1"41/10(/08"3$/+2$&&(/08"1/'"0$9*2/(/0"3-1213+*2"1/'".$#*2:""
"
J$"1,,%4*"+-1+"G&&%&"(,"'(,.1210(/0"W+*3-/$&$05X"(/"1"+5.(31&&5"F%''(+*"(("
41//*28"#$%&'"6*"+$"&120*&5"4(,%/'*2,+1/'"-(4"1/'"4(,,"+-*"*,,*/+(1&".$(/+"
$?"#-1+"-*"-1,"+$"$??*2:"M-1+"G&&%&"4*1/,"65"W+*3-/(V%*X"(,"4$2*"16$%+"+-*"
/1+%2*"$?"W+*3-/$32135X8"+-1+"(,8"1,)(/0"+-*"V%*,+($/"#-5",$3(*+5"
(/32*1,(/0&5"'*,(2*,"+$"-19*"W+*3-/(V%*X"0$9*2/"*9*25"12*1"$?"&(?*"U"-*1&+-"
312*8"*'%31+($/8"*/+*2+1(/4*/+8"2*&(0($/8"*+3:"J-*")*5"#$2'"(,"W#-5X:"J-*"?13+"
+-1+"W+*3-/(V%*X"'$*,"0$9*2/"*9*25"12*1"$?"4$'*2/"&(?*8"!"+-(/)8",-$%&'"6*"
$69($%,:"M-1+"(,"$?"(/+*2*,+"U"1/'"(4.$2+1/3*"U"(,"W#-5X:"]5"1/,#*2K"M*"
'*,(2*"+$"6*"0$9*2/*'"65"#-1+"#*"+2%,+:";/'"#*"#(&&",*29*"[(:*:8"

#$2,-(.\"(*"#-1+"#*"+2%,+"+$"0$9*2/"$%2"&(9*,:"H$#8"W#-5XX"B1&&*/"N%41/(+5"

 
411 Technopedia gives the modern definition of a “Luddite” to be a term “used to describe a person who is afraid 
of using modern technology and avoids it as much as possible, commonly because it is seen as an invasion of 
privacy.” https://www.techopedia.com/definition/14456/luddite  
412 My working definition of “worship”, combining both Greek words, proskueneo and latreia, is: A life lived in 
surrender and service. 
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,*29*,"[#$2,-(.,\"W+*3-/(V%*X"(,"?1(2&5"$69($%,K"!/"+-*"6*0(//(/08"N%41/(+5"
41'*"+-*"3-$(3*"+$"&(9*"(/'*.*/'*/+&5"$?"+-*"@2*1+$2:"A*(/0"(/'*.*/'*/+"$?"
Q$'8"(+"(,"+-*2*?$2*"%++*2&5"'*.*/'*/+"%.$/"(+,"$#/"(/0*/%(+5"1/'"16(&(+5"?$2"
0$9*2/1/3*:"M(+-$%+"Q$'8"(+"-1,"/$"$+-*2"$.+($/"U"/$"$+-*2"W,$%23*X"(/"
#-(3-"+$".&13*"(+,"+2%,+:"J-*2*?$2*8"B1&&*/"N%41/(+5"#(&&"/1+%21&&5",*29*"
[#$2,-(.\"(+,"$#/"(/0*/%(+5"1/'"16(&(+5"[+*3-/(V%*\:"M-1+"(,"/$+",$"$69($%,"
(,"W#-5X".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,"-19*"3$4*"+$"+2%,+"1/'",*29*"[#$2,-(.\"
W+*3-/(V%*X:"""
 
Vernard Eller413 
 
L*2/12'"G&&*28"1/"1%+-$2(+5"$/"a13V%*,"G&&%&8"#2$+*"1".(*3*8"*/+(+&*'"
WJ*3-/(V%*"$2"q(/'&5"F(0-+X"#-(3-"#1,".%6&(,-*'"65"N$%,*"@-%23-"
@*/+21&:"(""!/"+-(,".(*3*"-*"2*?*2*/3*,"a13V%*,"G&&%&"1/'"-(,"+*248"
W+*3-/(V%*X8"1/'"1&,$"3(+*,"+-*"$&'"-54/"1/'".$*48"WF*1'8"q(/'&5"F(0-+X"(#8"
G&&*2"3$/+21,+,"+#$"9*25"'(??*2*/+"1..2$13-*,"?$2"+-*"@-%23-K"*(+-*2"
*4.&$5(/0"W+*3-/(V%*X"$2"?$&&$#(/0"+-*"Wq(/'&5"F(0-+X:"G&&*2"*V%1+*,"
W?$&&$#(/0"+-*"q(/'&5"F(0-+X"#(+-"6*(/0"&*'"65"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+8"#-(3-"(,"+-*"
*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"N*2*"12*"1"?*#"V%$+*,"#-(3-"!"+-(/)"415"6*"
-*&.?%&K"
"""

 
413 For background information on Vernard Eller: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vernard_Eller  
414 http://www.hccentral.com/eller1/technique.html  
415 Lead, Kindly Light is a hymn with words written in 1833 by John Henry Newman as a poem entitled "The 
Pillar and the Cloud". 
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WA5"C+*3-/(V%*C"-*"[a13V%*,"G&&%&\"(/+*/',"+-*".*291,(9*"4$'*2/"4(/',*+"
+-1+"0(9*,".2(41&"91&%*"+$"+-*"-%41/",)(&&,"$?"C.2$6&*4Y,$&9(/0X"Y"+-1+"(,8"$%2"
V%(+*"(4.2*,,(9*"16(&(+5"(/",*++(/0"0$1&,8"2*'%3(/0"+-*4"+$"41/10*16&*"
$67*3+(9*,8"1/'"+-*/"'*9(,(/0"+-*"4$,+"*??(3(*/+",+*.,"1/'"4*+-$',"?$2"

0*++(/0"+-(/0,"(/+$"+-*",-1.*"#*"-19*"(/"4(/'"?$2"+-*4:X"

W;/'"(/"$%2"'158"+-*".213+(3*"$?"+*3-/(V%*Y*??(3(*/35"(,"+-*"$/&5"r'$(/0f"#$2+-"
'$(/0"1+"1&&"Y"7%,+"1,"r.2$6&*4",$&9(/0f"(,"+-*"$/&5"r'$(/0f"+-1+"-1,"1/5"
,(0/(?(31/3*"1+"1&&:"_$%"-19*/Z+"'$/*"1/5+-(/0"(?"(+"'$*,/Z+",-$#"r2*,%&+,f"(/"
+*24,"$?"4*1,%216&*"$67*3+(9*,:"G&&%&"$6,*29*,"+-1+8"#(+-"%,8"+*3-/(V%*"-1,"
6*3$4*"+$+1&(+12(1/"Y"+-1+"(,8"#*"+1)*"(+"1,"6*(/0"+-*"$/&5"4*1/,"?$2",$&9(/0"
#-1+*9*2".2$6&*4"#*"?13*:X""

@$/3*2/(/0"+-*"+*24"W.2$02144(/0CK"W[J-(,\"(,".*2-1.,"+-*".2(4*"2*V%(,(+*"
1/'"%&+(41+*",546$&"$?"JG@NH!pOG:X""

@$/3*2/(/0"+-*".-21,*"W3$/02*01+($/1&"2*/*#1&XK"W"^"1"#$2'(/0"1,"
3$4.&*+*&5"(/'(0*/$%,"+$"+*3-/(V%*Y*??(3(*/35"1,"(+"(,"?$2*(0/"+$"1/5+-(/0"+-*"
H*#"J*,+14*/+"*9*2"+1&),"16$%+:";/'"?2$4"+-*"6(6&(31&",+1/'.$(/+8"!"#$%&'"
120%*"+-1+"#-1+*9*2"$%2"3$4.2*-*/,(9*",+21+*05"4(0-+".2$'%3*8"(+"3$%&'"6*"
/$+-(/0",32(.+%2*"#$%&'"2*3$0/(T*"1,"C3$/02*01+($/1&"2*/*#1&:C"J-1+"$/*"
*(+-*2"-1..*/,"65"+-*">.(2+"$?"Q$'"$2"(+"'$*,/Z+"-1..*/"1+"1&&:";/'"+-*">.(2(+"
$?"Q$'"(,".*2-1.,"+-*"&1,+"+-(/0"(/"+-*"#$2&'"+-1+"#(&&"3$/?$24"(+,*&?"+$"

-%41/"+*3-/(V%*:X"
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WG&&%&",.*1),"41(/&5"$?"+-*"+$+1&(+12(1/(,4"$?"+*3-/(V%*Y*??(3(*/35"(/"+-*"
#$2&'b"45"3$/3*2/"-*2*"(,"#(+-"-$#"(+"-1,"+1)*/"$9*2"+-*"3-%23-^"[1,"6$'5"
$?"@-2(,+\"#-*2*"-%41/"+*3-/(V%*"4%,+"6*"?(24&5".2*9*/+*'"?2$4"
'(,.&13(/0"+-*".2(4135"$?"Q$'f,"#(&&"1/'"#15"?$2"-(,".*$.&*:"!/"+-$,*"
+-(/0,"(/"#-(3-"$%2"31&&"(,"+$"6*"?1(+-?%&8"(+"(,"('$&1+2$%,"?$2"%,"+$"6$#"'$#/"
6*?$2*"+*3-/(V%*Y*??(3(*/35"$%+"$?"$%2"&$9*"$?",%33*,,:X"

!"+2%,+"+-1+"+-*"2*1'*2"-1,"6*0%/"+$",**"+-1+"+-*"W+*3-/(V%*,X"1''2*,,*'"65"
G&&%&"1/'"G&&*2"1,"#*&&"1,"+-*"912($%,"-%41/".-(&$,$.-(*,"%.$/"#-(3-"+-*"

W+*3-/(V%*,X"12*"61,*'8"12*".2*,*/+Y'15"*D14.&*,"$?"“the elementary 

principles of the world”"#-(3-"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"2*?*22*'"+$"(/"-(,"*.(,+&*,:"
!/"+-(,"12+(3&*8"!"14"'(,3%,,(/0"(/"3$/,('*216&*"'*+1(&"*D14.&*,"$?"“the 

elementary principles of the world”"1,"+-*5"#*2*"41/(?*,+*'"(/"+-*"#$2,-(."
.213+(3*,"$?"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"3-%23-:";/'"!"14"41)(/0"4*/+($/"$?"+-*"?13+"
+-1+8"65"4$2.-(/0"?2$4"a*#(,-"+$"@-2(,+(1/"(/"?1,-($/8"+-*,*"2*&(0($%,8"6%+"
#$2&'&58".213+(3*,"-19*"3$/+(/%*'"+-2$%0-$%+"1&&"$?"+-*"-(,+$25"$?"+-*"@-%23-"
(/+$"+-*".2*,*/+:"!"14"(/+*/+($/1&&5"4$9(/0",&$#&58"1++*4.+(/0"+$"6%(&'"1"31,*"
#(+-"312*"+$",%..$2+"+-*"120%4*/+"#(+-",32(.+%21&"1/'"-(,+$2(31&"?13+,:"!"14"$?"
+-*".*2,%1,($/"+-1+"+-(,".-*/$4*/$/"-1,"2*,%&+*'"(/8"/$+"1/"%/9*(&(/08"6%+"1"
W2*Y9*(&(/0X"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"J-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#1,"*,+16&(,-*'"g==="
5*12,"10$"65"@-2(,+f,"'*1+-8"6%2(1&8"1/'"2*,%22*3+($/:"A%+"#-(&*",$4*"
@-2(,+(1/,"-19*"1..2$.2(1+*'"+-(,"?$2".*2,$/1&",1&91+($/8"65"1/'"&120*8"+-*"
W.$#*2,"1/'".2(/3(.1&(+(*,X"-19*",%33**'*'"(/"6&(/'(/0"1/'"6(/'(/0"
@-2(,+(1/,"1,"1"3$&&*3+(9*"(/"1..2$.2(1+(/0"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(/"#$2,-(."U"
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+-1+"(,8"&(9(/0"1"&(?*"$?",%22*/'*2"1/'",*29(3*"133$2'(/0"+$"“the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”.""
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Worship Praxes  
Past & Present 

 
J-*"+*248"W.21D*,X"(,"+-*".&%21&"$?"W.21D(,X:"J-*"/$%/!.21D(,!3$4*,"?2$4"+-*"
F1+(/"1/'"Q2**)"#$2',"$?"+-*",14*",.*&&(/08"61,*'"$/"+-*"Q2**)"
#$2'!.21++*(/8"#-(3-"4*1/,"W+$"'$X:!E21D*,!"#$!*,+16&(,-*'"3%,+$4,"1/'"
.213+(3*,:"($"!"-19*"6**/"&16*&(/0"+-*,*".21D*,"#(+-"+*24,"&()*"
W,1321&(T1+($/X8"W2(+%1&(,4X8"W$67*3+(?(31+($/X8"W,13214*/+1&(,4X"1/'"
W,546$&(,4X:""J-*,*"+*24,8"1&$/0"#(+-"+-*"#$2',"W3%,+$4,X8"W+21'(+($/,X8"1/'"
W2(+%1&,X8".2$616&5"31225"3$//$+1+($/,"#-(3-"1,,$3(1+*"+-*4"#(+-"2*&(0($%,"
.213+(3*,"$/&5"(/"+-*".1,+:"A%+"(/"+-(,"12+(3&*8"!"-$.*"+$"3$/9(/3*"+-*"2*1'*2"
+-1+"+-*,*"*D+*2/1&".21D*,"12*"1&,$".2*,*/+"(/"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"+$'15:"
;/'8"(/"2*?*22(/0"+$"4$'*2/Y'15".213+(3*,8"#*"415"6*++*2"2*?*2"+$"+-*4"%,(/0"
#$2',"&()*"W4*+-$'$&$0(*,X8"W.$&(3(*,X8"W.2$3*'%2*,X8"W2$%+(/*,X8"*+3:"I2"#*"
415"%,*"1"+*24"3$(/*'"65"a13V%*,"G&&%&K"W+*3-/(V%*X:""""
"
;+"+-(,".$(/+8"!"#$%&'"&()*"+$"3&*12&5",+1+*"$/3*"4$2*"45".*2,$/1&"9(*#"$?"“the 

elementary principles of the world”"$.*21+($/1&"(/"+-*"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"$?"
.2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,"+-2$%0-$%+"-(,+$25:"J-*2*"(,"1"3$44$/"9(*#"41'*"
.$.%&12"65"B21/)"L($&1"1/'"Q*$20*"A12/1"(/"+-*(2"6$$)8"WE101/"@-2(,+(1/(+5X"
.2$.$,(/0"+-1+"+-*".2(,+(/*".21D*,"$?"+-*".2(4(+(9*"@-%23-"#*2*"3$22%.+*'"65"
912($%,".213+(3*,"1'$.+*'"?2$4"+-*".101/"#$2&'"1+"+-*"+(4*"$?"@$/,+1/+(/*:"!"
'$/f+"'(,102**"+-1+"+-*".21D*,"$?"+-*"@-%23-"+-2$%0-$%+"(+,"-(,+$25"?1&&",-$2+"

 
416 https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/praxis  
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$?"#-1+"Q$'"'*,(2*,:"A%+"!"'$"'(,102**"#(+-"L($&1"1/'"A12/1f,"*D.&1/1+($/"U"
W!+f,"1&&"@$/,+1/+(/*f,"?1%&+:X"(%"M-1+"!"6*&(*9*"+$"6*",$4*#-1+"4$2*"133%21+*"
(,"1"9(*#".%+"?$2+-"65"M$&?01/0">(4,$/"(/"-(,"6$$)8"WN$%,*,"+-1+"@-1/0*"
+-*"M$2&'XK"
W!"+213*"+$'15f,"@-2(,+(1/"#$2,-(.".1++*2/,"613)"+$"+-*"a*#(,-",5/10$0%*:"
J-*",5/10$0%*"#1,"1"a*#(,-",%29(91&",+2%3+%2*"(/9*/+*'"(/"1"3$22*3+(9*"
?13(&(+5"31&&*'"A165&$/8"4$+(91+*'"65"2*&(0($%,"1/'"/1+($/1&(,+(3",*&?s
.2*,*291+($/:"!+"#1,"/*9*2"6$2/"$%+"$?"1"'(2*3+"3$441/'"$?"Q$'"+-1+",1('8"
WA%(&'",5/10$0%*,mX"J-*",5/10$0%*"#1,"1",546$&"$?"/1+($/1&"'*?(1/3*"1/'"
2*6*&&($/"101(/,+"Q$':"E215*2"2*.&13*'"+-*"+*4.&*",132(?(3*,"1/'"2*&(0($%,"
2(+%1&,"6*314*"+-*"3*/+*2"$?"a*#(,-/*,,:"J-*",5/10$0%*"019*"+-*"a*#(,-"
/1+($/"1"2*&(0($%,"+$58"1",4$)*,32**/"+-1+"1&&$#*'"+-*4"+$"3$/9(/3*"
+-*4,*&9*,"$?"+-*(2"$#/".(*+58"#-(&*"+-*5"*,,*/+(1&&5"2*41(/*'"'(,$6*'(*/+"
+$"Q$'f,"&1#,8",+1+%+*,8"1/'"'*32**,:"J-*"&(+%205"(/"1",5/10$0%*"-1'"?(9*"
*&*4*/+,K"1"31&&"+$"#$2,-(.8",(/0(/08"2*1'(/0"$?"1".$2+($/"$?",32(.+%2*8"1"
,*24$/8"6&*,,(/0,8"1/'"?12*#*&&:"J-(/)"$?"(+m"P$*,"+-(,",+2%3+%2*",$%/'"
?14(&(12`"!+"(,"6*31%,*"+-(,"-1,"6*3$4*"+-*".1++*2/"$?"W#$2,-(.X"(/"4$,+"
@-2(,+(1/"3-%23-*,"+$'15:";/'"#-$8"$+-*2"+-1/"+-*"9*25"*/*45"$?"Q$'8"
#$%&'"-19*"1/"(/+*2*,+"(/"(/,+1&&(/0"1"?1%&+5"$.*21+(/0",5,+*4"(/+$"+-*"6$/*,"
1/'"4122$#,"$?"1&&"+-$,*"+-1+"#(,-"+$"?$&&$#"@-2(,+`"!,"(+"1"3$(/3('*/3*"+-1+"
@-2(,+"-(4,*&?"4*/+($/,"+-*"W>5/10$0%*"$?">1+1/8X"$?"+-$,*"+-1+",15"+-*5"
12*"a*#,8"6%+"12*"/$+8"1,"1"45,+*2($%,".&15*2"(/"+-*"1.$31&5.+(3",3*/12($"
[R*9*&1+($/"gKo"1/'"eKo\`X"

 
417 For a critique of “Pagan Christianity see: https://voice.dts.edu/review/frank-viola-pagan-christianity/  
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!f'"&()*"+$"41)*"+#$"3$44*/+,"2*012'(/0"#-1+">(4,$/"-1'"+$",15"(/"+-(,"
V%$+*"16$%+"WJ-*">5/10$0%*"@-%23-XK""
d\"J-(,",.*3(?(3"V%$+*"(,"/$+"4*1/+"+$"6*"(/"2*?*2*/3*"+$"+-*"-$%,*"3-%23-*,"
>(4,$/"(,".2$4$+(/0"(/"-(,"6$$)"U"7%,+"+-*"$..$,(+*:""
g\"M-(&*"!"102**"#(+-"#-1+">(4,$/",15,"(/"+-(,"V%$+*8"1/'"102**"#(+-"4%3-"
$?"#-1+"-*"-1,"+$",15"(/"-(,"6$$)8"1,"#*&&"1,"102**"#(+-"4%3-"$?"#-1+"
WI201/(3X"3-%23-"1/'"WN$%,*X"3-%23-",.$)*,4*/"-19*"+$",158"!"'$"/$+"
102**"#(+-"+-*".*23*.+($/"[1,,%4.+($/\"+-1+"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"3-%23-"

#1,"+$+1&&5"'(??*2*/+"?2$4"+-*",5/10$0%*K"!"#$%&'"9*/+%2*"+$",15"+-1+"
>(4,$/"1/'"1&4$,+"1&&"WI201/(3X"3-%23-"1/'"WN$%,*X"3-%23-",.$)*,4*/"
#$%&'",15"+-1+"+-*"3-%23-*,"?2$4"+-*"+(4*"$?"@$/,+1/+(/*"%."+$"+-*".2*,*/+"
12*"61,*'"$/"+-*",5/10$0%*"4$'*&8"1/'"#*"/**'"+$"2*+%2/"+$"+-*"H*#"
J*,+14*/+"4$'*&:"!"#$%&'"102**"#(+-"+-(,8"*D3*.+"+-1+"!",**"+-*",5/10$0%*"
4$'*&"1&,$"(/"%,*"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"3-%23-8".12+(3%&12&5"(/"+-*"A$$)"

$?";3+,:"J-*2*?$2*8"133$2'(/0"+$"45".*2,.*3+(9*8"+-*"?%&&"*D.2*,,($/"$?"+-*"
H*#"@$9*/1/+"(/"1/'"+-2$%0-"3-%23-"(,"/$+",**/"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"

6%+"2*41(/,"5*+"+$"6*"*D.2*,,*'"65"+-*"@-%23-"a*,%,"(,"6%(&'(/0:""
"
!J"!>"LGR_"!]EIRJ;HJ"JI"OHPGR>J;HP"+-1+"?13+"+-1+"+-*"1.$,+&*"
E1%&"#2$+*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"+2%+-,"(/"912($%,"*.(,+&*,8"'$*,"/$+"4*1/"+-1+"

+-$,*"+2%+-,"#*2*"%/(9*2,1&"(/"+-*".21D*,"$?"+-*".2(4(+(9*"@-%23-:"J-*"

A$$)"$?";3+,"U"1/'",.*3(?(31&&5",$4*".213+(3*,"$?"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"-(4,*&?"

Y"+*,+(?5"3&*12&5"1/'"2*.*1+*'&5"+$"+-*"3$/+2125:"""
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!/"1".2*9($%,"12+(3&*"(&8"!"-19*"'(,3%,,*'"(/"'*+1(&"-$#"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"
3-%23-"3$/+(/%*'"+$".213+(3*"I&'"J*,+14*/+"2(+%1&,8"3%,+$4,8"1/'"+21'(+($/,8"
4(D(/0"+-*,*"#(+-"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"!f4"2*?*22(/0"+$K""

- 1++*/'1/3*"1+",5/10$0%*"1/'"+-*"+*4.&*"
- )**.(/0"+-*">1661+-"1/'"+-*"912($%,"a*#(,-"?*1,+,"[,132*'"'15,"1/'"
+(4*,\"

- +1)(/0"912($%,"9$#,8"*+3:""
J-(,"#1,"+2%*"$?"AIJN"a*#(,-"1/'"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,:"J-*2*"(,"/$+-(/0"(/"
+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"+-1+"3&*12&5"(/'(31+*,"+-1+"E*+*28"a14*,8"1/'"a$-/"Y"$2"
1/5"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,"Y",+$..*'")**.(/0"+-*"]$,1(3"F1#"(/"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25:""
"
M-*/"!"2*1'"(/"+-*"P('13-*"('"+-*"2(+%1&,"1,,$3(1+*'"#(+-"?(2,+"3*/+%25"
61.+(,4,"1/'"*%3-12(,+",*29(3*,8"!",**"1/"$2'*2"1/'"+21'(+($/"/$+"%/&()*"+-1+"
$?"+-*"a*#(,-",5/10$0%*"$2"+21'(+($/1&"@-2(,+(1/"3-%23-*,"+-2$%0-$%+"
-(,+$25:"*)"@-%23-"-(,+$2(1/,"102**"+-1+"a%'1(,4"1/'"@-2(,+(1/(+5"'('"/$+"
6*3$4*"3$4.&*+*&5",*.121+*"*/+(+(*,"%/+(&"+-*"+(4*"$?"@$/,+1/+(/*"(/"edg"
;:P:""
"
M-(&*"(+"(,"+2%*"+-1+"12$%/'"<c";:P:"[dl"5*12,"1?+*2"a*,%,"1,3*/'*'\"+-*"
1.$,+&*,"+$&'"+-*"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,"+$"“abstain from things contaminated by 

 
418 Old Covenant Undertow in the Early Church. For a complimentary .PDF copy, email: 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com 
419 An anonymous first-century treatise also known as “The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles”. 
420 I am aware of the emphasis the “Organic” and “House” church spokesmen place on 1 Corinthians 14:26 
which seems to indicate the opposite and will address that in this article.  
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idols”"*("[3$/3*2/(/0"#-(3-"E1%&"-1'"1"4$2*"&*/(*/+"9(*#\"**8"(+"(,"1&,$"+2%*"
+-1+"+-*"1.$,+&*,"'('"/$+"'(,3$%210*'"+-*4"?2$4"6*(/0"3(23%43(,*'"U"+-1+"(,8"
+-*"1.$,+&*,"'('"/$+"2*V%(2*"3(23%43(,($/"$?"Q*/+(&*,8"6%+"/*(+-*2"'('"+-*5"
'(,3$%210*"3(23%43(,($/:"*!"!/"?13+8"+-*"1.$,+&*,"'('"/$+"'(,3$%210*"+-*"
Q*/+(&*,"?2$4")**.(/0"1/5"$?"+-*"$+-*2"I&'"J*,+14*/+"&1#,"Y""1+"&*1,+8"/$+"
%/+(&"ln";:P:"+-1+"(,8"#-*/"E1%&"#2$+*"-(,"F*++*2"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,"[ge"5*12,"
1?+*2"a*,%,"1,3*/'*'\:"*""
"
A*31%,*"$?"-(,"a*#(,-"-*2(+10*8"*#"*9*/"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&".213+(3*'"+-*"I&'"
J*,+14*/+"&1#,"?$2"1"?*#"'*31'*,"1?+*2"-(,"3$/9*2,($/"+$"@-2(,+:"J-(,"(,"
3&*12&5"'$3%4*/+*'"+-2$%0-$%+"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,:"*$"N$#*9*28"+-(,"2(+%1&(,4"
#1,"&1+*2"3&*12&5"'*/$%/3*'"65"E1%&"(/"-(,"*.(,+&*,"Y".12+(3%&12&5"(/"Q1&1+(1/,"
1/'"@$&$,,(1/,8",$4*#-1+"(/"g"@$2(/+-(1/,8"R$41/,8"1/'"E-(&(..(1/,8"1,"
#*&&"1,"65"+-*"#2(+*2"+$"+-*"N*62*#,:"J-*,*"*.(,+&*,"#*2*"#2(++*/"ge"U"gl"
5*12,"1?+*2"@-2(,+f,"1,3*/,($/"1/'"+-*"$%+.$%2(/0"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"$/"+-*"
P15"$?"E*/+*3$,+:"*%"!/"+-*,*"&*++*2,8"E1%&"4$,+"3*2+1(/&5"'('"#12/"101(/,+"
+-*,*".213+(3*,8"6%+8"3$/+2125"+$"+-*"1,,*2+($/,"$?"1&4$,+"1&&"W$201/(3"
3-%23-X"1/'"W-$%,*"3-%23-X",.$)*,4*/8"(+"(,"4*2*&5"1/"1,,%4.+($/"+$"

+-(/)"+-1+"1&&"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"3-%23-*,"*46213*'"1/'"$6*5*'"E1%&f,"
 

421 Acts 15:20 & 29 
422 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 & 10:23-30; Cf. Romans 14:1-23. 
423 Cf. Acts 15:19-21, 28-29 
424 There are two major theories on the destination and dating of Paul’s Letter to the Galatians – the Southern 
Galatia Theory with earlier dating, and the Northern Galatia Theory with later dating. I subscribe to the latter.  
425 Acts 22:3 & 26:5; Philippians 3:5-6 
426 Old Covenant Undertow in the Early Church. For a complimentary .PDF copy, email: 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com 
427 See Led By the Spirit, For a complimentary .PDF copy, email: AtChristsTable@gmail.com 
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+*13-(/0"1/'"$.*21+*'"+$+1&&5"?2**"$?"+-*"1?$2*4*/+($/*'"2(+%1&(,+(3"

(/?&%*/3*"$?"“the elementary principles of the world”:"B$2"*9('*/3*"$?"I&'"
J*,+14*/+"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"3$/+(/%(/0"(/"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"3-%23-8"!"2*?*2"
5$%"+$"+-*"?$&&$#(/0"12+(3&*,"1/'"6$$),K""

- M-*/"P('"+-*"P(,3(.&*,"$?"a*,%,">+$."I6,*29(/0"+-*"I&'"J*,+14*/+"

F1#,"1/'"N$#"+-*";.$,+&*,"M*2*"GD.*&&*'"?2$4"@-2(,+(1/(+5"65"R$/"

;44%/',*/"

- M$2,-(."(/"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-"65">%*"A213*?(*&'"

- ;"N(,+$25"$?"@-2(,+(1/";2+"65"A*2/12'"P(3)"

- M$2,-(."(/"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-"65"R1&.-"E:"]12+(/"

- !/"+-*">-1'$#"$?"+-*"J*4.&*K"a*#(,-"!/?&%*/3*,"$/"G12&5"@-2(,+(1/(+5"

65"I,)12">)12,1%/*:""

@-%23-"-(,+$2(1/,"9*2(?5"+-1+"+-*,*".213+(3*,"3$/+(/%*'"$/"(/+$"+-*"E1+2(,+(3"
E*2($':";/'"?$2"+-*"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,8"+-*,*"I&'"J*,+14*/+".213+(3*,"
4$2.-*'"(/+$"@-2(,+(1/"2(+%1&,8"3%,+$4,8"1/'"+21'(+($/,8"(/3&%'(/0""

- +-*"1''(+($/"$?"$+-*2"W41/Y41'*X"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"&()*"+-*",*++(/0"
1.12+"$?">%/'15"1,"+-*"'15"$?"01+-*2(/0"?$2"W#$2,-(.X"

- +-*"*,+16&(,-4*/+"$?"3*2+1(/"W?*1,+"'15,X"#(+-".2*,32(6*'",*29(3*,8",*+"
+(4*,"?$2".215*28"/1,3*/+"W$2'*2,"$?"#$2,-(.X8"2*3(+1+($/"$?",*+".215*2,"
1/'"-54/,"

- +-*"32*1+($/"$?"1"9$316%&125"$?"@-2(,+(1/",546$&,"""
"
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B$2"*9('*/3*"$?"+-(,8"!"2*?*2"5$%"+$K""
- J-*"G12&5"@-2(,+(1/,K";">$%23*6$$)"$/"+-*"M(+/*,,"$?"+-*"G12&5"

@-%23-"65"G6*2-12'";2/$&'"

- J-*"B(2,+"R(+*,K"M$2,-(."(/"+-*"G12&5"@-%23-"65"q*//*+-">+*9*/,$/:"

"
M-*/"#*"3$4*"+$"+-*"@1+-$&(3"1/'"I2+-$'$D".*2($',8"(+"6*3$4*,"
1..2$.2(1+*"+$"1''"+-*"&16*&"W&(+%20(*,X"+$"+-*,*"W41/Y41'*X"2(+%1&,8"3%,+$4,8"
1/'"+21'(+($/,:";/'"1,"3-%23-"-(,+$25".2$02*,,*'8"4$2*"1/'"'(??*2*/+"W41/Y
41'*X"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"*4*20*'"(/"+-*"912($%,"E2$+*,+1/+"+21'(+($/,"1,"
#*&&8"&()*"+-*"3$/3*.+"$?"W,132*'",.13*X8"*,+16&(,-*'"WI2'*2,"$?"M$2,-(.X8"
+-*"W@$44$/"F*3+($/125X"1/'"+-*"WF(+%20(31&"@1&*/'12X8"1/'"
W>13214*/+1&(,4X8"*+:"1&:"!+",-$%&'"6*"/$+*'"+-1+8"$/"+-*"$/*"-1/'8"+-*,*"
.213+(3*,"2*?&*3+*'"912($%,"1,.*3+,"$?"1"0(9*/"3%&+%2*"1+"0(9*/"+(4*,"(/"
-(,+$258"+-%,"6*(/0"W3$/+*4.$2125X"(/"+-*(2"+(4*:"A%+"$/"+-*"$+-*2"-1/'8"1+"
+(4*,"+-*2*"#*2*"1&,$"W2*+2$021'*"4$9*4*/+,X"'*'(31+*'"+$"2*31.+%2(/0"1/'"
2*,+$2(/0"+-*"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"$?"*12&(*2"+(4*,:"L*25"2*3*/+"*D14.&*,"$?"+-*"
&1++*2"12*"+-*",$Y31&&*'";/3(*/+YB%+%2*"4$9*4*/+"*&"1/'"+-*"N*62*#"R$$+,"
4$9*4*/+"*'8"#-(3-"12*"6$+-"9*25"4%3-"(/"9$0%*"1+"+-*".2*,*/+"+(4*:"
"
N$.*?%&&58"(/"+-(,"12+(3&*8"!"-19*"6**/"16&*"+$"41)*".&1(/"+-1+"1"'(2*3+"
3$//*3+($/"*D(,+,"6*+#**/"“the elementary principles of the world”"1/'"

+-*,*",1('"W41/Y41'*X"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"$?"+-*"WH*#"J*,+14*/+"@-%23-X"

 
428 Cf. https://www.ancientfuturefaithnetwork.org  
429 Cf.  https://www.gotquestions.org/Hebrew-roots.html  

http://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.ancientfuturefaithnetwork.org/
https://www.gotquestions.org/Hebrew-roots.html


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

160 

U"?2$4"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"$/"+-2$%0-"3-%23-"-(,+$258"1/'"%."+-2$%0-"+$'15:"

B$2"*9('*/3*"$?"+-*"+-*$&$0(31&".2$4$+($/"1/'"1..&(*'".213+(3*"$?"+-*,*"
W41/Y41'*X"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"(/"+-*"3-%23-*,"$?"$%2"'15"!"2*?*2"5$%"+$"+-*"
#2(+(/0,"$?"R$6*2+"G:"M*66*2"!)8"J-$41,"N$#12'"!("1/'"]12)"Q1&&("!*8"1&$/0"
#(+-"1"/%46*2"$?"(4.$2+1/+"12+(3&*,"#-(3-"#*2*".%6&(,-*'"(/"$..$,(+($/"+$"
+-(,"/*01+(9*",.(2(+%1&".-*/$4*/$/:"!!"""""""""
"
!/"%,(/0"+-*"1'7*3+(9*8"W41/Y41'*X8"!"PI"4*1/"+-1+"+-*,*".213+(3*,"12*"$?"
-%41/"'*9(,(/0:"A%+8"!"1&,$"4%,+"1''"+-1+"!"6*&(*9*"+-*"(/,.(21+($/8"$2"4%,*"
(?"5$%"#(&&8"$?"+-*,*"?$24%&1+($/,"3$4*"?2$4".$#*2,"1/'".2(/3(.1&(+(*,"

.&15(/0"%.$/"+-*"?1&&*/"-%41/"/1+%2*:"!/"?13+8"+-1+"(,",.*3(?(31&&5"#-1+"(,"
6*(/0"'(,3%,,*'"(/"+-(,"12+(3&*:""

  

 
430 “Evangelicals on the Canterbury Trail: Why Evangelicals are Attracted to the Liturgical Church”, “Common 
Roots”, as well as the whole of his “Ancient-Future” series of books. 
431 “Evangelical Is Not Enough: Worship of God in Liturgy and Sacrament”. 
432 “Beyond Bells and Smells”, and “Ancient-Future People”, an article in Christianity Today (February 2008). 
433 “Ancient-Future Heresies” by T.A. McMahon, The Berean Call (February 28, 2008); “ Why We Should be 
Wary of Adding Extrabiblical Rituals to our Worship” by Philippe Sterling, originally published as “Return to 
Ritual, Part 2”, Grace in Focus (Jan/Feb 2010); “From Ritualism to a Personal Relationship with God” by Gary 
DeLashmutt (www.Xenos.org)   
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Conventional Worship Praxes 
in Light of the New Testament  

 
Introduction 
 
J-*",+%'5"$?"@-%23-"-(,+$25"1??$2',"&*,,$/,"+$"6*"&*12/*'8"1/'"1/5"
)/$#&*'0*"1/'"#(,'$4"0&*1/*'"?2$4"-(,+$25"31/"6*/*?(+"+-*"3$/+*4.$2125"
3-%23-:"!"14"$?"+-*"$.(/($/"+-1+"4$,+"$?"+-*"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"$?"
3$/+*4.$2125".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,"U"(/3&%'(/0"4$,+"WI201/(3X"1/'"WN$%,*X"
3-%23-*,"Y"12*"?1,-($/*'"1/'"6%(&+"133$2'(/0"+$"“the elementary principles 

of the world”:"J-*"3$/+*4.$2125"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"!"14"2*?*22(/0"+$"12*"
+-$,*",*.121+*'8",*+"1.12+8",.*3(?(*'".&13*,"1/'"+(4*,"1/'"13+(9(+(*,"#-(3-"
#*"-19*"4(,+1)*/&5"31&&*'"W#$2,-(.XK""

§ >*.121+(/08",*++(/0"1.12+"h",.*3(?5(/0"EF;@G>"?$2"W#$2,-(.X"
§ >*.121+(/08",*++(/0"1.12+"h",.*3(?5(/0"J!]G>"?$2"W#$2,-(.X""
§ >*.121+(/08",*++(/0"1.12+"h",.*3(?5(/0"EF;@G>"h"J!]G>"?$2""

o WQ1+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"$/"+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"#**)X"
o W;"A$'5"](/(,+25"]**+(/0X"
o WJ-*"@$&&*3+($/X"
o WJ-*"F$2'f,">%..*2X""

""
E&*1,*"%/'*2,+1/'"+-1+"!"14"/$+",15(/0"+-1+"+-*2*"(,"1/5+-(/0"#2$/0"#(+-"
1/5"$?"+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,8"6%+"21+-*2"$%2".2$3&(9(+5"+$"+-*(2"6*(/0",*.121+*'8",*+"
1.12+8",.*3(?(*'8"-%41/&5"$201/(T*'8"1/'".2$02144*':"B$2"(/",$"'$(/08"#*"
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12*"$.*21+(/0"133$2'(/0"+$"“the elementary principles of the world”8"
(0/$2(/0"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+b"1/'"+-*2*?$2*8"12*"&(9(/0"%/'*2"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"
I&'"@$9*/1/+"1/'"?1(&(/0"+$"41/(?*,+"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#-(3-"a*,%,"-1,"
1&2*1'5"*,+16&(,-*'"#(+-"N(,"'*1+-8"6%2(1&8"1/'"2*,%22*3+($/8"1,"#*&&"1,"
?1(&(/0"+$"?%/3+($/"1,"+-*"G33&*,(1"#-(3-"a*,%,"(,"6%(&'(/0:""
"
!?"3&*12&5"%/'*2,+$$'8"+-*"(4.&(31+($/,"$?"4$9(/0"6*5$/'",*.121+*'8",*+"
1.12+8",.*3(?(*'".&13*,"1/'"+(4*,"1/'"-%41/&5"$201/(T*'8".2$02144*'"
13+(9(+(*,"#(&&"6*"*D+2*4*&5"21'(31&"U",.*3(?(31&&58"1"&15(/0"$?"+-*"1D*"1+"+-*"
2$$+"!""$?"+-*,*"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,:"M-1+"!"14"(/'(31+(/0"31/"6*"9*25"*1,(&5"
4(,%/'*2,+$$'"1/'"31/"+-*2*?$2*"6*"$??Y-1/'*'&5"2*7*3+*':">$8"!"#$%&'"&()*"
+$"41)*"1/"1..*1&"+$"+-*"2*1'*2"+$"?(/'"#(+-(/"-(4,*&?"$2"-*2,*&?"+-*"'*,(2*"+$"
,+%'5"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"$67*3+(9*&5"?$2"#-1+"+-*5"13+%1&&5"'$"
1/'"'$"/$+",158"6*(/0"#(&&(/0"+$"&*+"0$"$?"3*2+1(/"3-*2(,-*'"3$/9*/+($/,:";/'"
$/"45".12+8"!"#(&&"1++*4.+"+$"“make an explanation”"!#"?$2"+-*,*"+-(/0,"65"
3$/,('*2(/0"+-*4"(/"&(0-+"$?K"

v R*1'(/0"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"#(+-"W?(&+*2,X"
v R*1'(/0"+-*"H*#"+*,+14*/+"#(+-"E2*3$/3*.+($/,8"E2*,%..$,(+($/,8"
1/'";,,%4.+($/,"

v M-1+"(,"WP*,32(.+(9*X"1/'"#-1+"(,"WE2*,32(.+(9*X"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"
,32(.+%2*,"

v M-1+"(,"W$?"+-*"F*++*2X"1/'"#-1+"(,"W$?"+-*">.(2(+X"
 

 
434 Our English word, radical, comes from the Latin word, radix, which means root.  
435 1 Peter 3:15, an apologia, Strong’s # 627.  
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Why Do We Do What We Do? 
 
 
B$2"1".*2($'"$?"1..2$D(41+*&5"<="5*12,8"45".2$?*,,($/1&"$33%.1+($/"#1,"
1++*/'(/0"3-%23-",*29(3*,:"!/"912($%,"#15,8"!",-12*'"(/"+-*"2*,.$/,(6(&(+5"$?"
.&1//(/0"1&&"$?"+-$,*"3-%23-",*29(3*,:";/'"(/"4$,+"$?"+-$,*",*29(3*,8"#-(3-"
+$$)".&13*"(/".2(412(&5"(/'*.*/'*/+"/$/Y'*/$4(/1+($/1&"3-%23-*,8"!"
'*&(9*2*'"+-*"4*,,10*8"+-*"4%,(38"1/'"+-*"4(/(,+25"$?".215(/0"?$2".*$.&*,f"
/**',:"M(+-"1/"19*210*"$?"+-2**".*2"#**)8"+-1+f,"16$%+"ng<="3-%23-"
,*29(3*,:";''*'"+$"+-(,"12*",(D"4$/+-Y&$/0"$9*2,*1,"4(,,($/"+2(.,"+$"?13+$2"(/"
1"4(/(4%4"$?"+#*/+5"4**+(/0,".*2"+2(.:"J-1+f,"1/$+-*2"dg="3-%23-"4**+(/0,:"
;/'"+-*2*"#1,"1&,$"1",*1,$/"$?",(D"5*12,"(/"#-(3-"!"-*&'"+-2**".12+Y+(4*"
.$,(+($/,"(/"41(/&(/*"'*/$4(/1+($/1&"3-%23-*,"#-*2*"$/*"$?"45"'%+(*,"#1,"
+$"3$44(+"+$".2(/+"(/"+-*"W3-%23-"6%&&*+(/X"+-*"WI2'*2"$?">*29(3*X"?$2"W>%/'15"
4$2/(/0"#$2,-(.",*29(3*,X8"#*''(/0,8"?%/*21&,8"1/'"$+-*2"W,.*3(1&X",*29(3*,:"
J-1+"1'',"4$2*"+-1/"1/$+-*2"e=="3-%23-",*29(3*,:">$8"&*+f,",15"!f4"2*?*22(/0"
+$"1..2$D(41+*&5"nnnn"3-%23-",*29(3*,"(/"+$+1&:"!/"1/5"31,*8"$/*"31/"
1..2*3(1+*"+-1+8"3$/,('*2(/0"+-1+"&*9*&"$?"(/9$&9*4*/+8"#(+-"2*012',"+$"+-*"
13+(9(+(*,"$?"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&"3-%23-"4**+(/08"!"#$%&'"1,)"+-*"V%*,+($/K"
WM-5"'$"#*"'$"#-1+"#*"'$`X"!"2*4*46*2"$/*".12+(3%&12"4**+(/0"(/"A21T(&:"
A*?$2*"6*(/0"31&&*'"%."+$"+*13-8"!",1+"$6,*29(/0"+-*"13+(9(+(*,"$?"+-*"3-%23-"
,*29(3*:";,"!"$6,*29*'8"!"3$4.12*'"#-1+"!"#1,",**(/0"+$"#-1+"!"-19*",**/"
2*1'(/0"+-*"0$,.*&,"16$%+"+-*"4(/(,+25"$?"a*,%,:"!"+-$%0-+"+$"45,*&?K"WM-1+"
(/"+-*"#$2&'"'$*,"1/5"$?"+-(,"-19*"+$"'$"#(+-"a*,%,"@-2(,+`X"
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B$2"41/5"5*12,8"+-*"2*3%22(/0"V%*,+($/"#$%&'"3$4*"%."(/"45"-*12+"1/'"
4(/'K"WM-1+"12*"#*",%..$,*'"+$"6*"'$(/0"#-*/"#*"01+-*2"+$0*+-*2`X"!/"
3$/,('*2(/0"1/"1/,#*2"+$"+-1+"V%*,+($/8"!"-$/*,+&5"-1'"/$"%,*"?$2"
3$/+*4.$2125"1/,#*2,:"J$"41/5"$?"45"?2(*/',"#-$",1('K"WJ-*2*"(,"/$"H*#"
J*,+14*/+".1++*2/"(/"+-*",32(.+%2*,X8"45"2*,.$/,*"#1,K"W_$%"$69($%,&5"/**'"
+$",+%'5"+-*",32(.+%2*,"4$2*:X"J$"+-*"('*1"+-1+"*13-"0*/*21+($/"7%,+"/**',"+$"
3$/+*D+%1&(T*"+-*(2"#$2,-(.",*29(3*,"+$"+-*"3$/+*4.$2125"1/'"(/'(0*/$%,"
3%&+%2*X8"45"2*,.$/,*"#1,K"WM*"'$/f+"/**'"+$"r2*Y(410*f"+-*"3-%23-8"#*"7%,+"
/**'"+$"2*,+$2*"(+"+$"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+".1++*2/:X"!"$69($%,&5"6*&(*9*'"+-*2*"
#1,"1"H*#"J*,+14*/+".1++*2/:"!",+(&&"'$8"6%+"(/"1"'(??*2*/+",*/,*8"#-(3-"!"#(&&"
*D.&1(/"&1+*2"(/"+-(,"12+(3&*:"
"
;&,$8"!"#1,"$/&5"4120(/1&&5"(/+*2*,+*'"(/",+%'5(/0"+-*"W$2'*2,"$?"#$2,-(.X"1/'"
&(+%20(*,"$?"+-*"-(,+$2(31&"3-%23-*,:";,"41/5"$+-*2,8"!"6*&(*9*'8"1/'",+(&&"'$8"
+-1+"+-*"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"$?".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,"+-2$%0-$%+"-(,+$25"2(0-+"%."
(/+$"3$/+*4.$2125"+(4*,"-19*",+215*'"?2$4"+-*"WH*#"J*,+14*/+"E1++*2/X:"
I/&5"2*3*/+&5"-19*"!"3$4*"+$",**"+-$,*"W$2'*2,"$?"#$2,-(.X"1/'"&(+%20(*,"1,"
I&'"@$9*/1/+",-1'$#,:";/'"$/&5"2*3*/+&5"-19*"!"3$/3&%'*'"+-1+"+-*"
.2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,"-19*"/*9*2"5*+"U"/$+"*9*/"(/"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"U"
.213+(3*'"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."(/">.(2(+"1/'"J2%+-:"
"
A%+8"1'4(++*'&58"!"'('"6*&(*9*"+-*2*"#1,"1"WH*#"J*,+14*/+"E1++*2/X"+$"6*"
2*3$9*2*'"U"#-(3-"(,",(4.&5"+$",158"!"6*&(*9*'"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"
PI"(/,+2%3+"%,"$/"#$2,-(."(/">.(2(+"1/'"J2%+-"(/"?%&?(&&4*/+"$?"#-1+"a*,%,"
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,.$)*"$?"(/"a$-/"<:"!",+(&&"6*&(*9*"+-(,:"
"
>$8"(/"1/,#*2"+$"+-*"V%*,+($/8"WM-5"'$"#*"'$"#-1+"#*"'$`X8"45"2*,.$/,*"
#1,K"WA*31%,*"(+"(,"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,:X";/'"+$"0(9*"4$2*"
'*+1(&"(/"1/,#*2"+$"+-1+"V%*,+($/"!"?$%/'"(+"%,*?%&"+$"3(+*"+-1+"+-*"1.$,+$&(3"
3-%23-"W01+-*2*'"+$0*+-*2X"!$"$/"W+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"#**)X"+$"W62*1)"62*1'X"
1/'"+1)*"1"W3$&&*3+($/X"!%:";/'"+-1+"+-*5"1&,$"'('"+-*"13+(9(+(*,"-(0-&(0-+*'"(/"
;3+,"gK<dY<SK""""""
41 “So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were 
added about three thousand souls. 42 They were continually devoting themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and to (the apostles’) fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayers. 43  Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders 
and signs were taking place through the apostles. 44 And all those who had believed 
were together and had all things in common; 45 and they began selling their property 
and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.46 Day 
by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house 
to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of 
heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was 
adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.”  
"
B2$4"+-(,".1,,10*"!"#$%&'"'(,+(&&"+-*"?$&&$#(/0"&(,+"$?"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,"Y"!"
*9*/"'*3('*'"(+"#$%&'"6*"3&*9*2"+$"31&&"(+"1"&(,+"$?"WA$'(&5"B%/3+($/,X"$?"+-*"
A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"1,"(+"4(0-+"6*"4$2*".&*1,(/0"+$"WI201/(3X"1/'"WN$%,*X"3-%23-"
*/+-%,(1,+,K"
"

 
436 Hebrews 10:25 
437 Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 
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v ;.$,+$&(3"+*13-(/0"
v ;.$,+$&(3"?*&&$#,-(."!&"""
v A2*1)(/0"A2*1'"!'""
v E215*2,"")"[(/"-$4*,"1/'"(/"+-*"+*4.&*"1+",.*3(?(*'"+(4*,"$?"+-*"'15\""
v E21(,*"

"
!"#$%&'"1&,$".$(/+"$%+"+-1+"+-*2*"(,"5*+"1/$+-*2"&(,+"$?"13+(9(+(*,"-(0-&(0-+*'"(/"
d"@$2(/+-(1/,"d<Kgn"#-(3-"3$%&'"6*"2*?*22*'"+$"1,"WA$'5"](/(,+25XK""
WWhat is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, 
has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all 
things be done for edification.”  
 
J-*,*"WA$'(&5"B%/3+($/,X"#*2*"'(,+(/0%(,-*'"?2$4"“apostolic teaching and 

fellowship”8"(/'(31+(/0"+-1+"+-*2*"#$%&'"6*"'(??*2*/+"+5.*,"$?"3-%23-"4**+(/0,8"
#-(3-"3$%&'"6*"W&16*&*'X"?(2,+&58"1/"WGV%(..(/0"](/(,+25X"4**+(/0"[WlY?$&'"
](/(,+25\""(8"1/'",*3$/'&58"1"WA$'5"](/(,+25X"4**+(/0"[+-*"#-$&*"3-%23-\"
#-(3-"4(0-+"1&,$"6*"3$46(/*'"#(+-"+-*"WA2*1)(/0"A2*1'X8"WE215*2X"1/'"
WE21(,*X"13+(9(+(*,:"J-*/8"!"#$%&'"'*9$+*"45,*&?"+$",**)(/0"1"+2%&5"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"*13-"$?"+-*,*".213+(3*,"1/'"+*13-"+-*4"
133$2'(/0&5:" "

 
438 In his commentary on this verse, John Gill, reminds us that the disciples were also fellowshipping with the 
apostles. The syntax in the Greek text has both the teaching and the fellowship referring back to the apostles. In 
fact, The Amplified Bible translates it as: “the instruction and fellowship of the apostles”. 
439 I believe Breaking Bread is mistakenly equated with The Lord’s Supper. I will discuss this later in the 
article. But, I do believe Breaking Bread can be equated with everyday common fellowship meals, which is 
what seems to be indicated in Acts 2:46 and possibly 2 Peter 2:13 and Jude 1:12. 
440 Most Greek texts and English translations have the plural – “prayers”. These are formal prayers which would 
take place either in homes or daily in the temple at specified times. 
441 Ephesians 4:11-12 
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A%+"2*3*/+&58"!"-19*"1,)*'"45,*&?"1/$+-*2"V%*,+($/"U"13+%1&&58"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"
1,)*'"4*"+-(,"V%*,+($/K"WM-1+"(,"(+"+-1+"5$%"+-(/)"5$%",**"(/"+-*"H*#"
J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,`X"!/"$+-*2"#$2',8"'$*,"5$%2".*23*.+($/"$?"#-1+"5$%"
12*"2*1'(/0"3$/+1(/"1/5"?(&+*2,8".2*3$/3*.+($/,8".2*,%..$,(+($/,8"$2"

1,,%4.+($/,`""

"
An Example of a “Filter”:  
"
J-*"&(,+"!"41'*"?2$4";3+,"gK<dY<S"&*19*,"$%+"3*2+1(/"$+-*2"13+(9(+(*,"#-(3-"
#*2*".12+"$?"+-*"&(?*""*"$?"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"3-%23-8"1+"&*1,+"1+"+-1+"0(9*/"+(4*"U"
/14*&58"“were together and had all things in common”, “sold their property and 
possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need”, were “day 
by day continuing with one mind in the temple”, and “were taking their meals 
together”."M-5"12*/f+"+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"1&,$".12+"$?"$%2"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,`";2*"
+-*5".12+"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+`"P$"+-*5"6*&$/0"(/"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+`"
J-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"12*"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"U"-$#"12*"#*"+$"
(/+*2.2*+"+-*4`"!,"(+"(/3$/02%$%,"+$"(/+*2.2*+"+-*4"'(??*2*/+&5"+-1/"+-*"$+-*2"
13+(9(+(*,`"!?",$8"#-5",$`"L12($%,"6(6&(31&",3-$&12,"-19*"912($%,"+-*$&$0(31&"
$2"'$3+2(/1&"2*1,$/,"?$2"+-*(2"912($%,"(/+*2.2*+1+($/,:""
"
!+",**4,"+$"4*"+-1+8"(?"#*"12*"0$(/0"+$"41)*"1"&(,+"$?"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."
.213+(3*,"61,*'"$/"1".12+(3%&12".1,,10*8"#*",-$%&'"/$+".(3)"1/'"3-$$,*"
3*2+1(/"13+(9(+(*,"(/"+-*".1,,10*:"M*",-$%&'"(/3&%'*"1&&"+-*"13+(9(+(*,"(/"+-*"
.1,,10*:"!?"#*".(3)"1/'"3-$$,*8"#*"12*"?$23*'"+$"61,*"$%2"3-$(3*,"1/'"

 
442 And therefore, part of the worship, since “worship” is a life lived in surrender and service to God. 
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$4(,,($/,"$/",$4*"+-*$&$0(31&"+-*$25"&()*"W@*,,1+($/(,4X8""!"#-(3-"(,"
,32(.+%21&&5"(/'*?*/,(6&*:">$8"#-1+"'$"!"+-(/)`"!"+-(/)"1&&"+-*"13+(9(+(*,"(/"+-1+"
.1,,10*"12*"$/"W*V%1&"02$%/'X8",$"+$",.*1):"!"+-(/)"1&&"+-*"13+(9(+(*,"(/"+-1+"
.1,,10*"31/"6*"*D14.&*,"$?"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,8"(?"&*'"65"+-*"
>.(2(+"(/"+-*"&(?*"$?"+-*"@-2(,+(1/,:"A%+"!"1&,$"+-(/)"+-1+"/$/*"$?"+-$,*"
13+(9(+(*,"12*"*D14.&*,"$?"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."(?"-%41/&5",*.121+*'8",*+"
1.12+8",.*3(?(*'8"-%41/&5"$201/(T*'8"1/'".2$02144*'"$/&5"(/+$"4**+(/0,"(/"
#-(3-"@-2(,+(1/,"01+-*2:"""
"
An Example of Reading the New Testament Scriptures  
with Preconceptions, Presuppositions, or Assumptions:  
 
“The Collection” 
 
;3+,"g=KS"+*&&,"%,"+-(,"“breaking bread”"$/"+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"#**)"#1,"6*(/0"
.213+(3*'",.*3(?(31&&5"65"@-2(,+(1/,"(/"J2$1,"#-(3-"E1%&"9(,(+*'"$/"-(,"e0,"
4(,,($/125"7$%2/*58".2$616&5"16$%+"l<";:P:"[1"5*12"6*?$2*"E1%&"#2$+*"-(,"
?(2,+"F*++*2"+$"+-*"@$2(/+-(1/,"1/'"g"5*12,"6*?$2*"-*"#2$+*"-(,"F*++*2"+$"+-*"
Q1&1+(1/,\"M*2*"@-2(,+(1/,"(/"$+-*2".&13*,"1&,$"01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"$/"+-*"
?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"#**)"+$"62*1)"62*1'`"E$,,(6&5:""
"
E&*1,*"/$+*"+-1+"F%)*"'$*,"/$+",15"+-1+"+-*"@-2(,+(1/,"(/"J2$1,"1&,$"“took a 

 
443 Or “dispensationalism”. The theory that God intended that certain spiritual gifts and practices were to exist 
only in the first century and then pass away.  This theory is most often based on a poor exegesis of one verse of 
scripture, 1 Corinthians 13:10.    
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collection”"$/"+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"#**):"!/"d"@$2(/+-(1/,"dnKdYg8"E1%&"(,"
#2(+(/0"+$"+-*"@$2(/+-(1/,"16$%+"“the collection for the saints”."N*",.*3(?(31&&5"
+$&'"+-*4"+$"“put aside and save444, as he may prosper”."[M*"#(&&"&$$)"4$2*"
3&$,*&5"1+"+-(,".-21,*",-$2+&5:\"N*"+$&'"+-*4"+$"'$"+-(,"“on the first day of the 

week”:"E&*1,*"/$+*"-*"'('"/$+"4*/+($/"#-*+-*2"$2"/$+"+-*"@$2(/+-(1/,"
01+-*2*'"+$0*+-*2"$/"+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"#**)"+$"62*1)"62*1':"E1%&"'('",15"
+-1+"-*"-1'".2*9($%,&5"1&,$"0(9*/"+-*",14*"'(2*3+($/"16$%+"“the collection”"+$"
“the churches in Galatia”."M-1+"-1'"-*"'(2*3+*'"+$"3-%23-*,"(/"Q1&1+(1"+$"'$`"
“Put aside and save445, as he may prosper.”"P('"-*"+*&&"+-*"3-%23-*,"(/"Q1&1+(1"+$"
'$"(+"$/"“the first day of the week”? >**4,".&1%,(6&*b"6%+"#*"2*1&&5"'$/f+")/$#:"
M-*/"#1,"(+"+-1+"-*"-1'"+$&'"“the churches in Galatia”"+$"'$"+-(,`"I/"-(,"?(2,+"
4(,,($/125"7$%2/*5"6*+#**/"<S"1/'"<c";:P:"J-(,"#1,"c"$2"o"5*12,"6*?$2*"-*"
-1'"#2(++*/"+-*"F*++*2"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,"#12/(/0"101(/,+"“the elementary 

principles of the world”:""$"E1%&"*/3$%210*'"+-*"3-%23-*,"(/"@$2(/+-"1/'"
Q1&1+(1"+$"-*&."+-*"3-%23-"(/"a*2%,1&*4"41+*2(1&&5"6*31%,*"$?"+-*"?14(/*"
+-*5"#*2*"*D.*2(*/3(/0"1+"+-*"+(4*:"E1%&"#1,"1''2*,,(/0"+-(,",.*3(1&"1/'"
.12+(3%&12"/**':"N*"#1,"HIJ"*,+16&(,-(/0"1"W#**)&5"3$&&*3+($/X"(/"+-*"
3-%23-*,8"1,"#*")/$#"(+"+$'15:"
"
E1%&"41'*"3&*12"+-1+"-*"'('/f+"#1/+"+$"+1)*"1"W3$&&*3+($/X"#-*/"-*"314*:"
E&*1,*"/$+*"-*"P!P"HIJ"+*&&"+-*"@$2(/+-(1/,"+$"W+1)*"1"3$&&*3+($/X"$/"+-*"

 
444 Literally, “put by himself” (NASB reference). 
445 Literally, “put by himself” (NASB reference). 
446 Admittedly, there are two theories regarding the destination and dating of the Letter to the Galatians: To 
Southern Galatia in 49 A.D. or to Northern Galatia in 56/57 A.D.  
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?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"#**):"N*"+$&'"+-*4"+$"“put aside and save447, as he may prosper”:"
J-(,"(,"#-1+"+#$"417$2"Q2**)",3-$&12,"-19*"+$",15"16$%+"+-(,".-21,*K"""""
"
]:R:"L(/3*/+K""
WF15"65"-(4"(/",+$2*"[tuv"wuxyz"y{|}y~"|��ux���~�\"
F(+:8".%+"65"-(4,*&?"+2*1,%2(/0:"E%+"65"1+"-$4*:X""&"
"
;:J:"R$6*2+,$/K""
WF15"65"-(4"(/",+$2*![.12Z"-*1%+�("+(+-*+�"+-�,1%2(T�/\:"A5"-(4,*&?8"(/"-(,"
-$4*:"J2*1,%2(/0"(+"[3?:"]1++-*#"nKdo"?$2!+-�,1%2(T�\:"N19*"+-*"-16(+"$?"
'$(/0"(+8!+(+-*+�![.2*,*/+"(4.*21+(9*\:X""'"
"
E1%&"#1,"HIJ"*,+16&(,-(/0"1"#**)&5"3$&&*3+($/"1+"1"#**)&5"3-%23-"

,*29(3*:"
"
Another Example of Reading the New Testament Scriptures  
with Preconceptions, Presuppositions, or Assumptions:  
"

#Body Ministry”450(1 Corinthians 14:26) 

 
@$/3*2/(/0"+-*"WA$'5"](/(,+25X".(3+%2*'"(/"d"@$2(/+-(1/,"d<KgnK"N$#"&$/0"

 
447 Literally, “put by himself” (NASB reference). 
448 Vincent’s Word Studies 
449 Robertson’s New Testament Word Pictures 
450 I prefer to use the term, “Body Ministry”, where each member of the Body may bring forth something from 
the Holy Spirit of the life of Christ to share with and edify His Body. Others may prefer to use different terms to 
refer to this type of ministry. 
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'('"+-*"@$2(/+-(1/,".213+(3*",%3-"13+(9(+(*,"(/"+-1+"#15`"E1%&"'('/f+"4*/+($/"
+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"$2"+-(,".12+(3%&12"+5.*"$?"4**+(/0"(/"-(,",*3$/'"&*++*2"+$"+-*"
@$2(/+-(1/,:"M*"31/8"1/'"41/5"'$8"1,,%4*"+-1+"+-(,"#1,"1/"*,+16&(,-*'"
#$2,-(.".213+(3*8"6%+"#*"13+%1&&5"'$"/$+")/$#"-$#"&$/0"+-*"@$2(/+-(1/,"
3$/+(/%*'"(/"+-*"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,".(3+%2*'"(/"+-1+"9*2,*:"!+"(,"3*2+1(/&5"1"
91&('"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"+-1+"(/"+-(,".1,,10*"E1%&"(,"/$+"3$441/'(/0"$2"*9*/"
,%00*,+(/0"+-1+"+-*5",-$%&'"'$"+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"U"-*",(4.&5"#2$+*"+-1+"#-*/"
+-*5"314*"+$0*+-*2"+-*5"#*2*"'$(/0"+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,:"P('"+-*"3-%23-*,"(/"
R$4*8"Q1&1+(18"G.-*,%,8"E-(&(..(8"@$&$,,1*8"1/'"J-*,,1&$/(31"1&,$".213+(3*"
+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"1/'"-19*"+-(,".12+(3%&12"+5.*"$?"4**+(/0,`"M*"'$/f+")/$#"U"
E1%&"'$*,/f+"4*/+($/"+-1+"(/"-(,"*.(,+&*,"+$"+-*,*"3-%23-*,:"M*"WI201/(3X"
1/'"WN$%,*X"3-%23-".*$.&*"#$%&'"&()*"+$"+-(/)"+-1+"1&&"$?"+-*"@-2(,+(1/"
3-%23-*,"'%2(/0"+-*"1.$,+$&(3".*2($'"3$/'%3+*'"+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"1/'"
4**+(/0,:"A%+"+-(,"('*1"*4*20*,"?2$4"1".2*3$/3*.+($/"$2".2*,%..$,(+($/:"
]1)(/0",%3-"1/"1,,*2+($/"31/"$/&5"6*"61,*'"$/"1/"1,,%4.+($/:"I?"4$2*"
,(0/(?(31/3*8"41)(/0",%3-"1/"1,,*2+($/"(,"(/"133$2'1/3*"#(+-"“the 

elementary principles of the world”:"N$#",$`"J$"-$&'"+-*".*2,.*3+(9*"+-1+"
1&&"+-*"@-2(,+(1/"3-%23-*,"01+-*2*'"1+",*.121+*'8",*+"1.12+8",.*3(1&"+(4*,"
1/'".&13*,"1/'".213+(3*'"WA$'5"](/(,+25X"133$2'(/0"+$"+-*"&*++*2"$?"d"
@$2(/+-(1/,"d<Kgn8"1/'"+-1+"E1%&"-1'",$4*-$#"*,+16&(,-*'"+-(,"1,"1"
#$2,-(.".213+(3*"(/"1&&"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"3-%23-*,8"1/'"+-1+"(+"(,"+-*"WH*#"
J*,+14*/+"E1++*2/X"?$2"%,"+$"?$&&$#"+$'158"1&&"2*9*1&,"1".2$3&(9(+5"?$2"
W+*3-/(V%*X"U"1".2*'(&*3+($/"?$2"-%41/",5,+*41+(T(/08"$2'*2(/0"1/'"
.2$02144(/0"13+(9(+(*,"?$2"+-*"3-%23-8"(/".&13*"$?"+-*"&(?*"?&$#"$?"+-*"N$&5"
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>.(2(+"1/'"+-*"N*1',-(."$?"@-2(,+:"""""""
"
>$8"#-1+"'$"!"+-(/)"$?"d"@$2(/+-(1/,"d<Kgn`"!"+-(/)"+-*"WA$'5"](/(,+25X"
.(3+%2*'"(/"+-1+".1,,10*"31/"6*"1/"*D14.&*"$?"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(.8"(?"
&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"(/"+-*"&(?*"$?"+-*"@-2(,+(1/,:"A%+"!"1&,$"+-(/)"+-1+",%3-"1"
4**+(/0"(,"/$+"1/"*D14.&*"$?"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."(?"-%41/&5",*.121+*'8"
,*+"1.12+8",.*3(?(*'8"-%41/&5"$201/(T*'8"1/'".2$02144*'"$/&5"(/+$"
4**+(/0,"(/"#-(3-"@-2(,+(1/,"01+-*2:"""
 
Descriptive or Prescriptive? 
Both are “the Letter”. Neither is the whole story. Both fall short of the glory. 
 
>$8"(?"2*1'(/0"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"#(+-"?(&+*2,8".2*3$/3*.+($/,8"
.2*,%..$,(+($/,8"1/'"1,,%4.+($/,"(,"(/,%??(3(*/+8"+-*/"#-1+"(,"/**'*'`"!/"
1,)(/0"+-(,"V%*,+($/8"#*"12*",(4.&5"1,)(/0"+$")/$#"#-1+"#*8"1,"
3$/+*4.$2125"@-2(,+(1/,8"/**'"+$"'$"1,"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"@-2(,+(1/,"'('"(/"
+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+8"1/'"#-1+"#*"'$"/$+"/**'"+$"'$"*9*/"+-$%0-"+-*"?(2,+"
3*/+%25"@-2(,+(1/,"'(':"J-(,"(,8"(/'**'8"1"2*1,$/16&*"V%*,+($/:"J-*$&$0(31&&58"
+-(,"V%*,+($/"(,".%+"?$2#12'"1,K"W!/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,8"#("#-1+"(,"
r.2*,32(.+(9*f"[#*"/**'"+$"'$"(+\"1/'"#-1+"(,"4*2*&5"r'*,32(.+(9*f"[#*"'$/f+"
-19*"+$"'$"(+"#*\`X"J-*"1/,#*2"+$"+-1+"V%*,+($/"(,"/$+"1,",(4.&*"1,K"W!?"(+f,"(/"

 
451 Another theological question is: “What is the relevance of the Old Testament Law in the life of Christians?” 
There are various views. Some of the main views are presented in the Zondervan Counterpoints book, “Five 
Views on Law and Gospel”, previously titled, “The Law, the Gospel, and the Modern Christian”. 
452 In the case of the “descriptive”, often there is nothing wrong in doing it; but sometimes there is – if it 
intrinsically contradicts the New Covenant. Whereas, with the “prescriptive, the principle is that it is in accord 
with the essence of the New Covenant.  
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+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+8"5$%"/**'"+$"'$"(+"U"+-1+f,"+-*"rH*#"J*,+14*/+"E1++*2/f:X""
"
>$4*"6*&(*9*"+-1+"*9*25+-(/0"#*"2*1'"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"(,"
#-1+"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"+$&'"+-*"1.$,+$&(3"3-%23-"+$"'$:"J-*"1,,%4.+($/"-*2*"(,"
+-1+"+-*"1.$,+$&(3"3-%23-"'('"*9*25+-(/0"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"+$&'"+-*4"+$"'$:"J-*"
2*1&(+5"(,K"M-1+"#*"2*1'"(/"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"(,",(4.&5"#-1+"+-*"
1.$,+$&(3"3-%23-"'(':"!+"2*41(/,"+$"6*"'(,3*2/*'"WM-5"+-*5"'('"#-1+"+-*5"
'('`X"!/"*13-"(/,+1/3*8"#*2*"+-*5"2*,.$/'(/0"+$"1"N$&5">.(2(+"3$441/'"$2"
3%&+%21&"3%,+$4`"""""""
"
;",%29*5"1/'",+%'5"$?"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"#(&&"2*9*1&"+-1+",$4*".1,,10*,"
3$/+21'(3+"$+-*2".1,,10*,"#(+-"2*012',"+$"#-1+"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"@-2(,+(1/,"
#*2*"'$(/0"1/'"#-1+"+-*"1.$,+&*,"#*2*"#2(+(/0:"B$2"*D14.&*8",$4*"$?"#-1+"
E1%&"#2$+*"(/"-(,"*.(,+&*,"3$/+21'(3+,"#-1+"@-2(,+(1/,"U"a*#(,-"1/'"Q*/+(&*"U"
12*"?$%/'"'$(/0"(/"+-*";3+,"$?"+-*";.$,+&*,:"!/"?13+8"1,"!f9*".$(/+*'"$%+"(/"
.1,+"12+(3&*,8",$4*"$?"#-1+"#*",**"E1%&"-(4,*&?"'$(/0"(/";3+,"(,"3$/+21'(3+*'"
65"#-1+"-*"#2$+*"(/"-(,"*.(,+&*,:"#!"J-(,"$69($%,&5"(/'(31+*,"+-1+"@-2(,+(1/,"
#*2*",$4*+(4*,"'$(/0",$4*+-(/0"$+-*2"+-1/"#-1+"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"#1/+*':"
@$/,*V%*/+&58"#*"%,%1&&5"31/"?(/'".1,,10*,"(/"+-*"*.(,+&*,"#-*2*"1/"
1.$,+&*"(,"#2(+(/0"+$"2*3+(?5"+-$,*",(+%1+($/,:";01(/8"W.2*,32(.+(9*X"(,"W#-1+"#*"
/**'"+$"'$X8"1/'"W'*,32(.+(9*X"(,"W#-1+"+-*5"'('8"6%+"#*"'$/f+"/*3*,,12(&5"
-19*"+$"'$"(+X:"

 
453 See Old Covent Undertow in the Early Church and “Led by the Spirit” For complimentary .PDF 
copies, email: AtChristsTable@gmail.com 
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M-*/"+-*$&$0(1/,"(/+*2.2*+"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"+-2$%0-"+-(,"
W.2*,32(.+(9*"U"'*,32(.+(9*X"&*/,8"+-*5"4%,+"*4.&$5",$4*"'$3+2(/1&"2%&*,"65"
#-(3-"'*3(,($/,"31/"6*"41'*"+$"'*+*24(/*"W#-(3-"(,"#-(3-X:"!"?(/'"(+"
141T(/0"-$#"+-*"2*,%&+(/0"31+*0$2(T1+($/,"9125m"A%+"-*2*"12*",$4*"2%&*,"
#-(3-"41)*",*/,*"+$"4*:"J-*5"12*"%&+(41+*&5"(4.*2?*3+"1/'"(/,%??(3(*/+8"?$2"
+-*"(/,.(21+($/"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"(,".2*Y2*V%(,(+*K"
• B(2,+&58"#*"12*"%++*2&5"'*.*/'*/+"%.$/"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"+$"0(9*"%,"+-*"
%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"+-*",32(.+%2*,"N*"N(4,*&?"(/,.(2*':"#""B$2"+-(,"+$"
-1..*/8"#*"4%,+"-19*"1"+*13-16&*",.(2(+"3-1213+*2(T*'"65"-%4(&(+58"1/'"
1"'*,(2*"?$2"+-*"W+-*"4(/'"$?"@-2(,+X"#-(3-"3-$$,*,"$67*3+(9(+5"$9*2"$%2"
?(&+*2,8"$%2".2*3$/3*.+($/,8"$%2".2*,%..$,(+($/,8"1/'"$%2"1,,%4.+($/,:""

• I%2"1..2$13-"+$"+-*",32(.+%2*,"-1,"+#$"0$1&,K"J-*"(/+*2.2*+1+($/"##"$?"
+-*(2"4*1/(/0"1/'"+-*(2"1..&(31+($/"?$2"$%2"&(9*,:"M-1+"#*"12*".2(412(&5"
3$/3*2/*'"#(+-"(/"+-(,"12+(3&*"(,"+-*"V%*,+($/"$?"1..&(31+($/"U"#-1+"(/"
+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"(,"W/$241+(9*X"?$2"+-*"3-%23-"10*`"
G9*/"#(+-(/"+-*"3&1,,(3"G91/0*&(31&YE*/+*3$,+1&".*2,.*3+(9*8"+-*2*"31/"
6*"102**4*/+"$/"(/+*2.2*+1+($/"5*+"912(1/3*"$/"1..&(31+($/:";01(/8"+-(,"
12+(3&*"(,"'*1&(/0"*,,*/+(1&&5"#(+-"1..&(31+($/:""""""

• J-*"0$,.*&,"#*2*"#2(++*/"#(+-"+-*"(/+*/+($/"$?"6*(/0"-(,+$2(31&"2*3$2',"
U"+-1+"(,8"2*3$2',"#-(3-"12*"'*,32(.+(9*"$?"+-*"&(?*8"4(/(,+258"'*1+-8"
6%2(1&8"1/'"2*,%22*3+($/"$?"a*,%,"$?"H1T12*+-:"N$#*9*28"+-*,*"2*3$2',"

 
454 1 Corinthians 2:10-16 
455 It is not in the scope of this article to discuss principles of interpretation. There are many good articles 
available about principles of sound biblical hermeneutics. Here are two: “Principles of Biblical Interpretation” 
by James Davis -  https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-6-principles-biblical-interpretation and “Hermeneutical 
Principles” by R.C. Sproul - https://www.monergism.com/hermeneutical-principles  
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1&,$"3$/+1(/"+-*"+*13-(/0,"$?"@-2(,+8"#-(3-8"$?"3$%2,*8"#$%&'"6*"
3$/,('*2*'".2*,32(.+(9*:"A%+"(+"4%,+"6*"2*4*46*2*'"+-1+"a*,%,f"
1%'(*/3*"#1,"+-*"a*#(,-".*$.&*b"1/'"-*",.$)*"+$"+-*4"1,".*$.&*"
%/'*2"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+:"#$"A%+"N*",.$)*"+$"+-*4"1,"-19(/0"W4$2*"
1%+-$2(+5X"+-1/"+-*"I&'"J*,+14*/+"F1#"#%8"1,"I/*"#-$"#1,"W21(,(/0"+-*"
612X8"1,"(+"#*2*8"65"(/+2$'%3(/0"/*#"(/#12'"2*V%(2*4*/+,"+-1+"6*12"$/"
.2*9($%,&5"*,+16&(,-*'"3$441/'4*/+,"#-*/"N*",15,K"“You have heard 
that it was said, but I say to you ….”  

• J-*";3+,"$?"+-*";.$,+&*,"2*3$2',"1"4(D+%2*"$?"#-1+".*2+1(/*'"+$"+-*"
a*#,"%/'*2"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"1/'"#-1+".*2+1(/*'"+$"+-*""Q*/+(&*,"
(/3&%'*'"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"P%2(/0"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%258"+-*2*"#1,8"(/"
?13+8"1"+(4*"$?"+21/,(+($/8"#-*2*"1,.*3+,"$?"6$+-"3$9*/1/+,"#*2*"
.213+(3*':"#&""

• J-*"G.(,+&*,8"#-(3-"#*2*"$69($%,&5"#2(++*/"1?+*2"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"
#1,"*,+16&(,-*'8"12*"W/$241+(9*X"?$2"@-2(,+(1/,"+-2$%0-$%+"+-*"3-%23-"
10*:""

• J-*"$2(0(/1&"(/+*/+($/"$?"+-*"#2(+*2"(,")*5"?$2"133%21+*"(/+*2.2*+1+($/"

1/'"1..&(31+($/"$?",32(.+%2*:""

• a*,%,f"!/+*/+($/K"@$/,('*2(/0"#-*+-*2"$2"/$+",$4*+-(/0"a*,%,",1('"(/"
+-*"0$,.*&,"(,"W/$241+(9*X"$2"W.2*,32(.+(9*X"?$2"@-2(,+(1/,"(/"+-*"3-%23-"
10*"#$%&'"2*V%(2*"'(,3*2/(/0"a*,%,f"(/+*/+($/"(/"+-*"0(9*/".1,,10*8"1,"

 
456 Matthew 15:24; 10:5-6 
457 Matthew 7:28-29 
458 See Old Covent Undertow in the Early Church and “Led by the Spirit” For complimentary .PDF 
copies, email: AtChristsTable@gmail.com  

http://www.atchriststable.org/
mailto:AtChristsTable@gmail.com


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

176 

+$"#-*+-*2"$2"/$+"(+"W6*&$/0,X"+$"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"I?"3$%2,*8"(?"#*"
,**"+-1+"#-1+"a*,%,",1('"(,"1&,$"3&*12&5"W.2*,32(6*'X"65"1/"1.$,+$&(3"
#2(+*2"(/"1/"*.(,+&*8"+-*/"+-1+"1&,$"(/'(31+*,"(+"+$"6*"W/$241+(9*X"$2"
W.2*,32(.+(9*X"?$2"@-2(,+(1/,"+-2$%0-$%+"+-*"3-%23-"10*:"J-*"1.$,+&*"
E1%&",.*3(?(*,"+-1+"#*"@-2(,+(1/,"12*"/$+"%/'*2"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"F1#8"
6%+"“under the law of ChristX"#'8"#-(3-"(,"+-*"+*13-(/0"$?"@-2(,+"?$%/'"(/"
+-*"0$,.*&,8"#-*2*"a*,%,"(,"2*9*1&*'"1,"+-*"F(9(/0"M$2'8"+-*"+*&*($,"$)"
$?"+-*",32(.+%2*,8"+-*"0$1&"$?"+-*"&1#"1/'"?%&?(&&4*/+"$?"+-*"&1#:"$("

• F%)*f,"!/+*/+($/K"!"14"$?"+-*"$.(/($/"+-1+"F%)*"41'*"(+"3&*12"(/"+-*"
$.*/(/0"&(/*,"$?"-(,"0$,.*&"1/'"J-*";3+,"$?"+-*";.$,+&*,"+-1+"(+"#1,"-(,"
(/+*/+($/"+$"2*3$2'"-(,+$25"U"/$+"+$".2*,32(6*"'$3+2(/*:"$*">$"!"+-(/)";3+,"
,-$%&'"6*"+1)*/"1,".2(412(&5"W'*,32(.+(9*X"21+-*2"+-1/"W.2*,32(.+(9*X:"!/"
,+1+(/0"+-(,".*2,.*3+(9*8"!"14"HIJ"(4.&5(/0"+-1+"+-*",%.*2/1+%21&"
'(,.&15,"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"(/"J-*";3+,"$?"+-*";.$,+&*,"12*"/$+"
W/$241+(9*X"?$2"+-*"3-%23-"10*:"!/"45"4(/'"+-1+"(,"1",*.121+*"(,,%*"
?2$4"+-*"W'*,32(.+(9*X"k"W.2*,32(.+(9*X".121'(04:"!"14"/$+"1"
W@*,,1+($/(,+X"Y"!"'$/f+"6*&(*9*"1/5+-(/0"16$%+"Q$'"-1,"W3*1,*'X"U"
(/3&%'(/0"N(,",%.*2/1+%21&".$#*2:"A*(/0"*+*2/1&8"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"31//$+"
6*"&(4(+*'"+$"I&'"@$9*/1/+"1/'"H*#"@$9*/1/+"+-*$&$0(*,:"!+"(,"N(,"
/1+%2*"+$"6*",%.*2/1+%21&"U"N*"1&#15,"#1,"1/'"1&#15,"#(&&"6*"
,%.*2/1+%21&:";/'"+-(,",%.*2/1+%21&".$#*2"#1,"'(,.&15*'"IH"1/'"

 
459 1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2. 
460 Greek, teleios, Strong’s # 5046: that which is perfect, complete, consummate 
461 Romans 110:4; Matthew 5:17. 
462 Luke 1:1-4 & Acts 1:1-2 
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JNRIOQN"-%41/"6*(/0,"(/"+-*"I&'"J*,+14*/+"1/'"!H"1/'"
JNRIOQN"-%41/"6*(/0,"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"J-*"W'*,32(.+(9*X"k"
W.2*,32(.+(9*X".121'(04"?1&&,",-$2+"$?"+-*"0&$25"U"#-(3-"(,"@-2(,+:""""

• J-*";.$,+&*,f"!/+*/+($/K"F1,+&58"#*"4%,+"3$22*3+&5"'(,3*2/"+-*"(/+*/+($/"
$?"+-*"1.$,+&*,"(/"+-*(2"*.(,+&*,"(/"$2'*2"+$"133%21+*&5"(/+*2.2*+"#-*+-*2"
$2"/$+".12+(3%&12"+-(/0,"+-*5"#2$+*"#*2*"(/+*/'*'"65"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"+$"
6*"W/$241+(9*X"$2"W.2*,32(6*'X"?$2"@-2(,+(1/,"+-2$%0-$%+"+-*"3-%23-"
10*:"I/3*"101(/8"!"4%,+"1''K"!"14"HIJ"(4.&5(/0"+-1+"1/5"$?"+-*"0(?+,"$?"
+-*">.(2(+"4*/+($/*'"(/"+-*"*.(,+&*,"12*"4*2*&5"W'*,32(.+(9*X"$?"+-*"?(2,+"
3*/+%25"3-%23-"6%+"&1+*2"W3*1,*'X:"!+"(,"(4.$,,(6&*"+$"'*?*/'"+-*"
W@*,,1+($/(,+X"+-*$25"#(+-",$%/'"*D*0*,(,:"J-*"0(?+,"$?"+-*">.(2(+"12*"1"
,*.121+*"(,,%*"?2$4"+-*"W'*,32(.+(9*X"k"W.2*,32(.+(9*X".121'(04:"J-*"
N$&5">.(2(+"U"W+-*"G+*2/1&">.(2(+X"$!"Y"#1,".$%2*'"$%+"$/"+-*"P15"$?"
E*/+*3$,+"1/'"+-*"2*,%22*3+*'"@-2(,+"“gave gifts to men”"U"+$"*13-"“a 

measure of Christ’s gift”:"$""J-(,"(,"/$+"$/&5"1/"1,.*3+"$?"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+b"+-(,"(,"1/"1,.*3+"$?"“the riches of His grace and glory”"$#":"J-*"
W'*,32(.+(9*X"k"W.2*,32(.+(9*X".121'(04"?1&&,",-$2+"$?"+-*"0&$25"U"#-(3-"(,"
@-2(,+:"_*+8"!"4%,+"1''K"+-*"0&$25"$?"@-2(,+"(,"1&,$"/$+"&(4(+*'"+$"+-*"0(?+,"
$?"+-*">.(2(+"1/'"?12"*D3**',",%.*2/1+%21&".$#*2"'(,.&15,:"

  
 
 
 

 
463 Hebrews 9:14 
464 Ephesians 4:7-16; 1 Peter 4:10-11 
465 Ephesians 1:7, 3:8 & 16 
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The ”Letter” Falls Short of the Glory of Christ 
 
J-*"?$&&$#(/0".1,,10*8"g"@$2(/+-(1/,"eK<Ydc8"3&*12&5"3$/+21,+,"+-*"I&'"1/'"
+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+,:"!f'"&()*"+$",15"1"?*#"+-(/0,"-*2*"16$%+"+-*".-21,*"“of the 

Letter”"#-(3-"(,"(/"3$/+21,+"+$"+-*".-21,*"“of the Spirit”.""
"
4 “Such confidence we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are adequate 
in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is 
from God, 6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the 
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 7 But if 
the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the 
sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his 
face, fading as it was, 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even more with 
glory? 9 For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does 
the ministry of righteousness abound in glory. 10 For indeed what had glory, in this 
case has no glory because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if that which fades 
away was with glory, much more that which remains is in glory. 12 Therefore 
having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, 13 and are not like 
Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the sons of Israel would not look 
intently at the end of what was fading away. 14 But their minds were hardened; for 
until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, 
because it is removed in Christ. 15 But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies 
over their heart; 16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 
away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as 
from the Lord, the Spirit.” 

"
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J$"6*0(/"#(+-8"#*"4%,+",.*3(?5"#-1+"E1%&"4*1/,"65"W+-*"0&$25X:";"?*#"
9*2,*,"1?+*2"+-(,".1,,10*8"E1%&"%,*,"+-*".-21,*,8"“the glory of Christ who is 

the image of God”"1/'"“the Light of the knowledge of the glory of the Lord in the 

face of Jesus Christ”:"$$"@&*12&58"“the glory of the Lord” U"+-*"W$%+Y,-(/(/0X"$?"

Q$'"U"(,"a*,%,"@-2(,+:"J-*"41/(?*,+1+($/"$?"+-(,"0&$25"(,"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"+-*"
H*#"@$9*/1/+8"1/'"+-*2*?$2*"@-2(,+"4%,+"6*"+-*"E1++*2/"$?"+-*"H*#"
J*,+14*/+:"$%""""
"
E1%&"%,*'"+-*".-21,*8"“From glory to glory”:"!/'(31+(/0"+-1+"6$+-"3$9*/1/+,"
-1'"W0&$25X8"-*"2*?*2,"+$"0$(/0"W?2$4"0&$25X"[$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+\"X+$"0&$25X"
[$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+\X:"A%+"(/'**'8"#-1+"-1'"0&$25"[+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+\8"(/"
+-(,"31,*"-1,"/$"0&$25"6*31%,*"$?"+-*"0&$25"[+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+\"+-1+"
,%2.1,,*,!(+:"J-*"2*9*&1+($/"$?"@-2(,+"1/'"+-*"+21/,?$241+($/"(/+$"N(,"(410*"
65"+-*"#$2)(/0"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+",%2.1,,*,"W+-*"F*++*2"$?"+-*"F1#X8"41)(/0"
+-*"0&$25"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+".1&*"1/'"'*1'"(/"3$4.12(,$/"+$"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+:""
"
J$"(/,(,+"$/"$.*21+(/0"133$2'(/0"+$"W+-*"F*++*2"$?"+-*"F1#X8"(/"*??*3+8".%+,"1"
9*(&"$9*2"+-*"0&$25"$?"@-2(,+:"M(+-"+-*"2*9*&1+($/"$?"@-2(,+8"Q$'"-1,"+1)*/"
1#15"+-*"9*(&8"6%+"+$"(/,(,+"$/"W+-*"F*++*2"$?"+-*"F1#X"+-2$#,"+-*"9*(&"$9*2"
+-*"0&$25"$?"@-2(,+:""""""""
"

 
466 2 Corinthians 4:4 & 6; Cf. Colossians 1:15 and Hebrews 1:3 
467 The article “I Have Given You as a Covenant” deals with Christ as the “Pattern” for the New Testament. 
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J-*"WE1++*2/X"+$"6*"41/(?*,+*'"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(,"Wthe glory of the Lord”8"
#-(3-"(,"+-*"(410*"$?"@-2(,+:"J-*".213+(3*"$?"“the elementary principles of 

the world”".&13*,"1"W9*(&X"$9*2"+-*"2*9*&1+($/"$?"@-2(,+8"#-$"(,"+-*"H*#"

J*,+14*/+"E1++*2/:""""
"

]$,*,"41(/+1(/(/0"1"9*(&"$9*2"-(,"?13*8"(,"1".(3+%2*"$?"$%2",*&?Y*??$2+"+$")**."
+-*"0&$25"$?"Q$':">*&?Y*??$2+"#1,"+-*"9*-(3&*"(/"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+:"A%+"(/"+-*"
H*#"@$9*/1/+8"+-*"10*/+"$?"+21/,?$241+($/"[(/+$"+-1+"0&$25\"(,"/$+"+-2$%0-"
$%2",*&?Y*??$2+"(/")**.(/0"$?"W+-*"&*++*2X"0(9*/"65"]$,*,"(/"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+8"
6%+"+-2$%0-"+-*">.(2(+"0(9*/"65"a*,%,"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"Y"+-1+"(,8"65"
6*-$&'(/0"[+-2$%0-"2*9*&1+($/\"+-*"(410*"$?"@-2(,+"2*9*1&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"1/'"
,%22*/'*2(/0"+$"+-*">.(2(+"+$"6*"+21/,?$24*'"(/+$"N(,"(410*:"J-*"WE1++*2/X"+$"
6*"41/(?*,+*'"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(,"“the glory of the Lord”,"#-(3-"(,"+-*"
(410*"$?"@-2(,+:"J-*".213+(3*"$?"“the elementary principles of the world” 

.&13*,"1"W9*(&X"$9*2"+-*"2*9*&1+($/"$?"@-2(,+8"#-$"(,"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"

E1++*2/:""""
 
The ”Descriptive”/”Prescriptive Paradigm  
is still nothing more than “the Letter” 
 
!/"+-(,"12+(3&*8"!"-19*"6**/"1++*4.+(/0"+$"0(9*"1"?*#"*D14.&*,"$?"133%21+*&5"
1/'"(/133%21+*&5"'(,3*2/(/0"+-*"(/+*/+($/,"$?"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"#2(+*2,"U"
+-1+"(,8"#-1+"#1,"13+%1&&5"W/$241+(9*X"$2"W.2*,32(.+(9*X"1/'"#-1+"#1,"/$+:"
A%+8"!"-19*"+$"1'4(+"+-1+"+-*"W'*,32(.+(9*X"k"W.2*,32(.+(9*X".121'(04"(,"/$+"
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,1+(,?5(/0"+$"4*8"1,"!",**"+-*"#-$&*"('*1"$?".2*,32(.+($/,"$?"3*2+1(/"
13+(9(+(*,"1,"6*(/0"1+"+-*"9*25"3$2*"$?"“the elementary principles of the 

world”:";01(/8"(+"(,"/$+"+-*"13+(9(+(*,"+-*4,*&9*,"#-(3-"12*".2$6&*41+(38"(+"(,"
+-*".2*,32(6(/0"$?"+-$,*"13+(9(+(*,"#-(3-"!".*23*(9*"1,"“of the Letter”"1/'"
+-*2*?$2*"9($&1+*,"+-*"*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"65".2$4$+(/0"1"4(/(,+25"
“of the letter”"21+-*2"+-1/"“of the Spirit”"U"“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus”."!"14"4$2*"$?"+-*".*2,%1,($/"+$",15"+-1+"#-1+*9*2"(,"'*,32(.+(9*"$?"
@-2(,+"(,".2*,32(.+(9*:"A%+"+-$,*"12*"+-$%0-+,"1/'"#$2',"?$2"?%+%2*"12+(3&*,:"
B$2"/$#8"&*+f,"3$/+(/%*"$/"#(+-"1''2*,,(/0"+#$"$+-*2"13+(9(+(*,"#-(3-"12*"
3$/9*/+($/1&&5"3$/,('*2*'"W/$241+(9*X"?$2"+-*"3-%23-"10*"U"“Gathering 

together on the first day of the week”8"#-(3-",$4*"%/'*2,+1/'"+$"6*"W1"#$2,-(."
,*29(3*X8"1/'"“ breaking bread”8"#-(3-",$4*"%/'*2,+1/'"+$"6*"W+-*"F$2'f,"
>%..*2X:""""""
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Sacramental Sunday 
 
“Gathering together on the first day of the week” 
 
!/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+8"+-*2*"12*"$/&5"+#$"4*/+($/,"$?"W+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"
#**)X"(/"2*?*2*/3*"+$"#-1+"+$$)".&13*"'%2(/0"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"6*0(//(/0"#(+-"
+-*"P15"$?"E*/+*3$,+"U"/14*&58";3+,"g=KS"1/'"d"@$2(/+-(1/,"dnKdYg":"$&"
]1/5"@-2(,+(1/,"1,,%4*"+-*,*"+#$"2*?*2*/3*,"'*,32(6*"U"1/'"1&,$"
.2*,32(6*"U"W#$2,-(.",*29(3*,X"6*31%,*"W+-*"62*1)(/0"62*1'X"1/'"W+-*"
3$&&*3+($/X"12*"4*/+($/*':"!/"?13+8"+-*,*"+#$",32(.+%2*"2*?*2*/3*,",**4"+$"6*"
+-*"?$/+"?2$4"#-(3-",.2(/0,"+-*"('*1"$?"+-*"W>%/'15"]$2/(/0"M$2,-(."
>*29(3*X8"#-(3-"(+,*&?"1&,$"3$/+1(/,"$+-*2"#$2,-(.".213+(3*,:"A%+"(,"+-1+"('*1"
133%21+*`"I2"(,"(+"7%,+"1/$+-*2"*D14.&*"$?"1".2*3$/3*.+($/8"$2"
.2*,%..$,(+($/"$2"1,,%4.+($/`""""
 

$%&'"()*+"
 
;3+,"g=KS"+*&&,"%,"+-1+"@-2(,+(1/,"#*2*"(/'**'"“gathered together on the first 

day of the week”:"J-*,*"#*2*"@-2(,+(1/,"(/"J2$1,:"E&*1,*"/$+*"+-1+"F%)*"'$*,"
/$+",15"+-1+"+-*"@-2(,+(1/,"(/"J2$1,"1&,$"“took a collection”"$/"+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"
+-*"#**):"A%+"#*2*"1&&"@-2(,+(1/,"(/"$+-*2".&13*,"1&,$"“gathering together on 

the first day of the week”`"M*"31//$+",15"+-1+"61,*'"$/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"

 
468 Matthew 28:1, Mark 16:2 & 9, Luke 24:1 and John 20:1 & 19 mention “the first day of the week”, but all 
have to do with the resurrection of Christ, which is not at issue here. And these passages do not mention 
anything about “gathering together for worship”. John 20:19 clearly says the reason the disciples had been 
staying together in the upper room was “for fear of the Jews”, not “for worship” per se. 
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,32(.+%2*,:"
 

,"-./01&2031'",4*,5("
 
!/"d"@$2(/+-(1/,"dnKdYg8"E1%&"+$&'"+-*"@$2(/+-(1/,"+$"“put aside and save469, as 

he may prosper” “on the first day of the week”:"E&*1,*"/$+*"-*"'('"/$+"4*/+($/"
#-*+-*2"$2"/$+"+-*"@$2(/+-(1/,"“gathered together on the first day of the week”:"
E1%&"1&,$",1('"+-1+"-*"-1'".2*9($%,&5"0(9*/"+-*",14*"'(2*3+($/"Y"+$"“put aside 

and save470, as he may prosper” - to “the churches in Galatia”:"P('"-*"+*&&"+-*"
3-%23-*,"(/"Q1&1+(1"+$"'$"+-1+"$/"“the first day of the week”? M*"31//$+",15"
+-1+"61,*'"$/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,:"!/"1/5"31,*8"1,"#*"'(,3%,,*'"
*12&(*28"4$,+"&()*&5"#-1+"#1,"6*(/0"W.%+"1,('*X"#1,"6*(/0".%+"1,('*"1+"-$4*8"
/$+"1+"1".%6&(3"01+-*2(/0:"%("M-*/"#1,"(+"+-1+"-*"-1'"+$&'"“the churches in 

Galatia”"+$"'$"+-(,`"I/"-(,"?(2,+"4(,,($/125"7$%2/*5"6*+#**/"<S"1/'"<c";:P:"
J-(,"#1,"c"$2"o"5*12,"6*?$2*"-*"-1'"#2(++*/"+-*"F*++*2"+$"+-*"Q1&1+(1/,"
#12/(/0"101(/,+"“the elementary principles of the world”:"%*"]5"120%4*/+"(/"
+-(,"12+(3&*"(,"+-1+"41)(/0",%3-".2*,32(.+($/,"12*"(/"133$2'1/3*"#(+-"“the 

elementary principles of the world”:"""
 
 

"

 
469 Literally, “put by himself” (NASB reference).  
470 Literally, “put by himself” (NASB reference). 
471 See pp. 14-16. 
472 Admittedly, there are two theories regarding the destination and dating of the Letter to the Galatians: To 
Southern Galatia in 49 A.D. or to Northern Galatia in 56/57 A.D.  
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678/79'",)*(:"
 
J-*2*"(,"/$",32(.+%2*"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"#-(3-"(/'(31+*,"+-1+"@-2(,+(1/,"
4%,+"W0$"+$"3-%23-X8",$"+$",.*1):"A%+"41/5"@-2(,+(1/,".$(/+"+$"N*62*#,"
d=Kgl"(/"3$//*3+($/"#(+-"“gathering together on the first day of the week”"?$2"1"
W>%/'15"M$2,-(.">*29(3*X:"J-*"9*2,*",.*1),"$?"W01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2Xb"6%+"
#-1+"(,"+-*"/1+%2*"$?"+-*"W01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2X`"F*+f,"&$$)"1+"+-*"3$/+*D+"$?"
+-*"9*2,*8"+-*"#2(+*2f,"(/+*/+($/8"1/'"3$4.12*",32(.+%2*"#(+-",32(.+%2*"?$2"+-*"
4*1/(/0"1/'"1..&(31+($/:""""
"
J-*"9*2,*",15,K"“not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 

some”:"H$#-*2*"(/"+-(,"9*2,*8"/$2"(/"+-*"#-$&*"$?"+-*"3$/+*D+8"(,"W+-*"?(2,+"'15"
$?"+-*"#**)X"4*/+($/*':"H*(+-*2"(,"W#$2,-(.X"4*/+($/*':""
"
M-1+"(,"+-*"#2(+*2f,"(/+*/+($/"(/"N*62*#,"d=`"J-*"F*++*2"+$"+-*"N*62*#,"
#1,"#2(++*/"(/"nc"$2"no";:P:8"7%,+".2($2"+$"+-*"R$41/"'*,+2%3+($/"$?"
a*2%,1&*4"1/'"+-*"+*4.&*:"!/"2*,.$/,*"+$"+-*"a*#(,-"R*9$&+"(/"nn";:P:8"
+-*2*"#1,"?(*23*".*2,*3%+($/"1/'"(/+*/,*",%??*2(/0"?$2"+-*"N*62*#,"%/'*2"
H*2$:"%!"]1/5"#*2*"+*4.+*'"+$"+%2/"1#15"?2$4"@-2(,+"1/'"0$"613)"+$"
a%'1(,4"7%,+"+$"*,31.*"+-*".*2,*3%+($/"1/'",%??*2(/0:"!/"9*2,*,"eg"+-2$%0-"
e<8"+-*"#2(+*2"2*4(/',"+-*"N*62*#,"$?"-$#8"“in the formers days, when, after 

being enlightened”, (they) endured great conflict of sufferings”:"N*",1('"+-*5"

 
473 Cf. https://www.bible-history.com/nero/NEROThe_Jewish_Revolt.htm 
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*/'%2*'",$"#*&&"“knowing (they) had a better possession and a lasting one”:"J-*/"
(/"9*2,*,"el"1/'"en"-*",15,K"“Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, 
which has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you 
have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.”"!/"9*2,*"eS8"+-*"
#2(+*2".$(/+,"+$"+-*"0$1&K"“He who is coming will come….”"J-1+"(,"+-*"#2(+*2f,"
(/+*/+($/"Y"+$",+2$/0&5"*D-$2+"+-*"N*62*#,"/$+"+$"?1&&"1#15"?2$4"@-2(,+"1/'"
0$"613)"+$"a%'1(,4"(/"$2'*2"+$"*,31.*".*2,*3%+($/"1/'",%??*2(/08"6%+"21+-*2"
+$"GHPORG"OHJ!F"JNG_";RG"Q;JNGRGP"JIQGJNGR"M!JN"@NR!>J"
;J"N!>"@I]!HQ:"""
"
F*+f,"&$$)"1+"+-*"(44*'(1+*"3$/+*D+"Y"9*2,*,"ge"+-2$%0-"glK"
“23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who 
promised is faithful; 24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love 
and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own gathering together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.”  
"
“Our own gathering together” -1,",$4*+-(/0"+$"'$"#(+-"“our hope”."J-*"
1.$,+&*"E1%&"#2$+*"+$"J(+%,K"“… looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of 

the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus.”"%"""“Our hope”"(,"+-*"
1..*12(/0"[3$4(/0\"$?"$%2"F$2'"a*,%,"@-2(,+:"M-1+"+-*"#2(+*2"+$"+-*"
N*62*#,"#2$+*"(,"2*412)16&5",(4(&12"+$"#-1+"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"#2$+*"+$"+-*"
J-*,,1&$/(1/,"%#K"“Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly 

 
474 Titus 2:13 
475 Some think that Paul is also, in fact, the author of the Letter to the Hebrews. But the general consensus it that 
the authorship of the Letter to the Hebrews is still debatable.  
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shaken from your composure or be disturbed….”476 WI%2"-$.*X"(,"W+-*"3$4(/0"$?"

$%2"F$2'"a*,%,"@-2(,+"1/'"$%2"01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"+$"N(4X:"J-*"1.$,+&*,"
12*",15(/0K"“Between now and then, ‘do not be quickly shaken from your 
composure or be disturbed’, ‘hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering’, 
‘stimulate one another to love and good deeds, encourage one another; and all the 
more as you see the day drawing near.’”"JN;J"(,"#-1+"+-*"W01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2X"
(,"1&&"16$%+:"J-*"#2(+*2"+$"+-*"N*62*#,"'$*,/f+"#1/+"+$",**"+-*4"1&,$",+$."
01+-*2(/0"Y"1,",$4*"$?"+-$,*"#-$"-1'"?1&&*/"1#15"Y"6*31%,*"$?"H*2$f,"
.*2,*3%+($/:"N*"'$*,/f+"#1/+"+$",**"+-*4"0$"613)#12',"+$"a%'1(,48"
6*31%,*"$?"H*2$f,".*2,*3%+($/"$?"@-2(,+(1/,:"N*"'$*,/f+"#1/+"+$",**"+-*4"
?$2,1)*"@-2(,+"6*?$2*"N(,"3$4(/08"1/'"+-%,"&$,*"+-*(2"-$.*"1/'"+-*(2"2*#12':"
H$8"-*"#1/+,"+-*4"+$"W01+-*2"+$0*+-*2X"(/"$2'*2"+$",+(4%&1+*"1/'"
*/3$%210*"$/*"1/$+-*2"+$"-$&'"?1,+"+-*"3$/?*,,($/"$?"$%2"-$.*"%/+(&"+-*"
'15"$?"@-2(,+f,"3$4(/0"1/'"$%2"01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"#(+-"N(48"6*31%,*"+-1+"

(,"$%2".2$4(,*'"-$.*"1/'"2*#12':""

"

!f&&"&*+"+-*"2*1'*2"3-$$,*"+-*"6*++*2".121.-21,*K""
“We are to continue ‘gathering together’ encouraging ourselves and others with our 
promised hope and reward until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
our gathering together to Him.”  
I2"U"“We are to ‘gather together’ because the scripture commands us to sing songs, 
say prayers, hear a sermon, and give money on Sunday mornings”.477 "
"

 
476 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 
477 An excellent article for further study of Hebrews 10:25: “What are We Not to Forsake?” by Peter Ditzel   
https://www.wordofhisgrace.org/hebrews1025.pdf 
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>$8"#-1+"'$"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"+*&&"%,"16$%+"@-2(,+(1/,"
“gathering together on the first day of the week”`";20%(/0",$&*&5"?2$4"+-*"
,32(.+%2*,8"#*"31//$+"41)*"1"31,*"+-1+"(+"#1,"W/$241+(9*X"$2"W.2*,32(6*'X"
*9*/"(/"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25:"J-*2*?$2*8"#*"31//$+"1,,%4*"+-1+"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"
(/+*/'*'"“gathering together on the first day of the week”"+$"6*"W/$241+(9*X"$2"
W.2*,32(.+(9*X"?$2"+-*"3-%23-"10*:"B$2"912($%,"2*1,$/,8"+-(,"(,"1"4(/$2(+5"
$.(/($/:"A%+"12*"+-$,*"2*1,$/,"91&('`"!"'$/f+"+-(/)"+-*5"31/"6*",%..$2+*'"65"
,32(.+%2*:""
"
Historical Documents 
 

J-*"P('13-*"
 

>$4*".$(/+"+$"*12&5"-(,+$2(31&"#2(+(/0,"+$",%..$2+"+-*"('*1"$?"W01+-*2(/0"
+$0*+-*2"$/"+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"#**)X:"!/"+-*"P('13-*"[WJ-*"J*13-(/0"$?"+-*"
J#*&9*";.$,+&*,X\8"#-(3-"#1,"#2(++*/"6*+#**/"c="1/'"o=";:P:8"+-*"?(2,+"&(/*"
$?"+-*"d</1"3-1.+*2"-1,"6**/"[4(,+1)*/&5\"+21/,&1+*'K"“On the Lord’s day, 

gather yourselves together and break bread ….” @(+(/0"+-(,"+21/,&1+($/8",$4*"
120%*"+-1+"@-2(,+(1/,"#*2*"“gathering together on the first day of the week”"+$""""
W#$2,-(.X"'%2(/0"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%258"1/'",$4*-$#"65"*D+*/,($/8"3$/3&%'*"+-1+"
(+"(,"W/$241+(9*X"1/'"W.2*,32(.+(9*X"?$2"+-*"#-$&*"$?"+-*"3-%23-"10*:"B(2,+&58"
+-(,"(,"/$+"(/,.(2*'",32(.+%2*8"(+"(,"-(,+$2(31&"#2(+(/0:">*3$/'&58"+-*"#$2'"W'15X"
[Q2**)K"-*4*21\"'$*,"/$+"1..*12"(/"+-*"Q2**)"+*D+"$?"+-(,",*/+*/3*"(/"+-*"
P('13-*:"J-*",*/+*/3*"#$%&'"6*"4$2*"133%21+*&5"+21/,&1+*'K"“According to 
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the command of the Lord,478 gather together and break bread….” J-*"$/&5"
,32(.+%2*"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"#-(3-"3$/+1(/,"+-*".-21,*8"“On the Lord’s 

Day” or “On the day which belongs to the Lord”"%'"(,"R*9*&1+($/"dKd=b"1/'"(+"+$$"
(,"1"2*?*2*/3*"+$"+-*">1661+-"[+-*",*9*/+-"'15\:"J-(2'&58"W+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"
#**)X"(,"/$+"*9*/"4*/+($/*'"(/"+-*"d</1"3-1.+*2"$?"+-*"P('13-*:"H$#8"(+"(,"
+2%*"+-1+"&1+*2"(/"-(,+$258">%/'15"314*"+$"6*"'*,(0/1+*'"1,"W+-*"F$2'f,"P15X:"
A%+"(/"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%258"+-*">1661+-"[+-*",*9*/+-"'15\"#1,"'*,(0/1+*'"1,"
“the day which belongs to the Lord” or “the Lord’s Day”:"a*,%,8"N(4,*&?8"
3$/?(24,"+-(,"(/"+-*"0$,.*&,8"#-*/"N*"'*3&12*,8"“The Son of Man is Lord of the 

Sabbath.”"&)"B21/)"M:"N12'5"-1,"#2(++*/"1/"*D3*&&*/+"12+(3&*"$/"+-(,",%67*3+:"
J-(,"(,"-(,"3$/3&%,($/"$/"+-*"41++*2K"WJ$'158"rF$2'Z,"'15f"4*1/,">%/'15"+$"
1"&120*"417$2(+5"$?"@-2(,+(1/,:";,"*12&5"1,"+-*"&1+*",*3$/'"3*/+%25"(+"4*1/+"
>%/'15:"B2$4"+-(,"'$*,"(+"?$&&$#"+-1+"(+"rF$2'Z,"'15f"4*1/+">%/'15"(/"+-*"
*12&5",*3$/'"3*/+%25"1/'"6*5$/'"+-1+"(/"+-*"&1+*"?(2,+"3*/+%25`">%3-"1"
3$/3&%,($/"0$*,"6*5$/'"+-*"*9('*/3*:"J-*"0$,.*&,"12*".12+"$?"+-*"
'$3%4*/+125"*9('*/3*"6*12(/0"$/"+-(,"V%*,+($/:"J-*5"4%,+"6*"1&&$#*'"+$"
-19*"+-*(2"(/.%+:"M-*/"+-*5"'$8"(+"(,"3&*12"+-1+"+-*"rF$2'Z,"'15f"(/"+-*"*12&(*,+"
@-2(,+(1/"'*31'*,"#1,"/$+"+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"#**)8"6%+"+-*",*9*/+-"[,**"
R*9"dKd=b"]1++"dgKcb"]12)"gKgcb"F%)*"nKl\:"!?"+-(,"(,"+-*"31,*8"+-*"3-1/0*"
$33%22*'"&1+*2:"M-*/`"^";..*1&,"+$"*12&5"@-2(,+(1/".213+(3*"?1&&",-$2+"(?"+-*5"
'$"/$+"(/3&%'*"+-*"3-%23-Z,"*12&(*,+".213+(3*:"A%+"+$"1/,#*2"+-*"V%*,+($/8"+-*"
3-1/0*"$33%22*'"?$2"+-*"4$,+".12+"'%2(/0"+-*"&1+*",*3$/'"3*/+%25:"!/"+-(,"

 
478 Greek: kata kuriaken de kuriou, meaning “according to the command of the Lord”. 
479 This is a different set of words: Greek: te kuriake hemera, meaning “on the Lord’s day”. 
480 Matthew 12:8; Mark 2:28; Luke 6:5 
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;&*D1/'2(1"1/'"R$4*"&*'"+-*"#15:X"&(""
"
J-*"B(2,+";.$&$05""
 

M*"31/"2*1'"(/"a%,+(/"]12+52f,"B(2,+";.$&$058"#2(++*/"12$%/'"dln";:P:8"&*"
+-1+"@-2(,+(1/,"#*2*"01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"$/">%/'15"?$2"1"4**+(/0"3$/'%3+*'"
4%3-"&()*"1"3$/9*/+($/1&"3$/+*4.$2125"W#$2,-(.",*29(3*X:"&!"A%+8"+-*2*"(,"/$"
-(,+$2(31&"*9('*/3*"$2"6(6&(31&"*9('*/3*"+-1+"@-2(,+(1/,"“gathered on the first 

day of the week”"'%2(/0"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25:"I?"3$%2,*8"#-*/"+-*"+*4.&*"#1,"
'*,+2$5*'"(/"S=";:P:8"+-*"01+-*2(/0".&13*"#1,"+-*/"&(4(+*'"+$"+-*"
,5/10$0%*,"1/'"-$%,*,:"J-*"3$/,*/,%,"$?"6(6&(31&",3-$&12,-(."(,"+-1+"1?+*2"
+-*"1.$,+$&(3".*2($'8"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,"3$/+(/%*'"+$"W#$2,-(.X"$/"+-*"
>1661+-"[+-*",*9*/+-"'15\"(/",5/10$0%*,b"1/'"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,"
W#$2,-(..*'X"$/"6$+-"+-*">1661+-"[+-*",*9*/+-"'15\"1/'"“the first day of the 

week”"(/"-$%,*,:"!/"+-*"g+,"3*/+%25"4$2*"1/'"4$2*"'(,,*/+"021'%1&&5"12$,*"
14$/0"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,"16$%+")**.(/0"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,8"(/3&%'(/0"+-*"
>1661+-"[+-*",*9*/+-"'15\:"&""J-*"G'(+"$?"@$/,+1/+(/*"(/"egd";:P:"
41/'1+*'">%/'15"1,"1"&*01&"W'15"$?"2*,+X"Y"/$+"W#$2,-(.X".*2",*:"H*9*2Y+-*Y
&*,,8"+-(,",*29*'"+$"?%2+-*2",$&('(?5"+-*",*.121+($/"$?"+-*"+#$"'15,"$?"
W#$2,-(.X"U">1+%2'15"1/'">%/'15"U"1,"#*&&"1,"+-*"+#$"2*&(0($/,"U"a%'1(,4"

 
481 “The Lord’s Day in the Didache” (2010), Frank W. Hardy. 
482  Justin Martyr’s “First Apology” may be dated internally from the statement in chapter 6 that "Christ was 
born one hundred and fifty years ago under Cyrenius." Since Cyrenius (the Greek form of the full name in Latin 
, Publius Sulpicius Quirinus) entered office in the year 6 A.D. according to first century Jewish historian, 
Josephus. So, the apology may be dated 156 A.D.  
483 Cf. “The Early Christians: A Sourcebook on the Witness of the Early Church”, by Eberhard Arnold, pp. 
222-225 & 388-390. 
484 Cf. “The Lord’s Day in the Didache” (2010), Frank W. Hardy. 
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1/'"@-2(,+(1/(+5:"""""
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Sacramentalism & the New Testament Scriptures 
 
The Lord’s Supper & Breaking Bread 
 
J-%,"?12"(/"+-(,"12+(3&*8"!f9*"1''2*,,*'""
• WQ1+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"$/"+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"#**)X"
• W;"A$'5"](/(,+25"]**+(/0X"
• WJ-*"@$&&*3+($/X"
• WA2*1)(/0"A2*1'X"
""

;33$2'(/0"+$"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&".*2,.*3+(9*"(“the elementary principles of the 

world”\8"“gathering together on the first day of the week”"0(9*,"2(,*"+$"+-*"('*1"
$?"W1">%/'15"]$2/(/0"M$2,-(.">*29(3*X"3$/,(,+(/0"$?"912($%,"2*&(0($%,"
13+(9(+(*,"(/3&%'(/0"WJ-*"@$&&*3+($/X"1/'"WJ-*"F$2'f,">%..*2X:"&#"!+"(,"
,.*3(?(31&&5"+-*"2(+%1&"[$2"13+(9(+5\"$?"W62*1)(/0"62*1'X"(/"1".%6&(3"01+-*2(/0"
#-(3-"(/+2$'%3*,"+-*"('*1"$?"W+-*"F$2'f,">%..*2X:"W>13214*/+1&(,4X"(,"61,*'"
%.$/"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&"('*1"+-1+"a*,%,"(/,+(+%+*'"+-*"W,13214*/+,X"$?"""""""""""""
WA1.+(,4X"1/'"W+-*"F$2'f,">%..*2X"1/'"3$441/'*'"+-*"@-%23-"+$".213+(3*"
+-*,*"W,13214*/+,X"%/+(&"N(,"2*+%2/:"!/"@-2(,+*/'$48"!"+-(/)"1"3$44$/&5"
133*.+*'"'*?(/(+($/"$?"1"W,13214*/+X"(,K";"2*&(0($%,"3*2*4$/5"$2"2(+%1&"
2*012'*'"1,"1".-5,(31&"1/'"$%+#12'"13+"$2",(0/"2*.2*,*/+(/0",.(2(+%1&"1/'"
(/#12'"2*1&(+5:"&$"H$#8"+-*"912($%,"02$%.,"(/"@-2(,+*/'$4"'$"'(??*2"1,"+$"

 
485 Some groups have “the Lord’s Supper” weekly on a Sunday, and some have it monthly on a Sunday, always 
included in the “Sunday morning worship service”. (Many have “the Lord’s Supper” at special times in the 
“liturgical year”, as well.)  
486 As defined by the 16th-century Anglican theologian, Richard Hooker, the sacraments are said to be "visible 
signs of invisible grace"; similarly, the Catechism of the 1662 version states that a sacrament is "an outward and 
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#-*+-*2"+-1+".-5,(31&"1/'"$%+#12'",(0/"2*.2*,*/+,"1/"13+"$?"+-*"@-2(,+(1/"U"
+-1+"(,8"1/"13+"*D.2*,,(/0"1/"1,.*3+"$?"-(,"?1(+-8"$2"1/"13+"$?"Q$'"U"+-1+"(,8"1"
#$2)"$?"'(9(/*"0213*:"M(+-$%+"0$(/0"(/+$"9*25"&*/0+-5"'(,3%,,($/,"$?"+-(/0,"
#-(3-"'$"/$+".*2+1(/"+$"+-*"?$3%,"$?"+-(,"12+(3&*8"!"#(&&"$??*2"+-(,"*D14.&*"$?"+-*"
'(??*2*/+"9(*#,"2*012'(/0"W+-*"F$2'f,">%..*2X"U"9*25",(4.&5K">$4*".213+(3*"
W+-*"F$2'f,">%..*2X".2(412(&5"1,"1/"13+"$?"?1(+-"Y"+-1+"(,8"(/"W2*4*46*2(/0X"
1/'"(/""W'*3&12(/0"N(,"'*1+-X:";/'"$+-*2,".213+(3*"W+-*"F$2'f,">%..*2X"
.2(412(&5"1,"1"4*1/,"$?"2*3*(9(/0"0213*"?2$4"Q$'"Y"+-1+"(,8"W65"*1+(/0"1/'"
'2(/)(/0"$?"+-*"&(?*"$?"@-2(,+X:""
"
!"#$%&'"&()*"+$",%00*,+"+-1+"+-*"9*25"/1+%2*"$?"1"W,13214*/+X8"6*(/0"1"
.-5,(31&"1/'"$%+#12'",(0/8".%+,"(+"(/+$"+-*"+-*$&$0(31&"31+*0$25"$?"1/"I&'"
@$9*/1/+"+5.*"$2",-1'$#"#-(3-",546$&(31&&5"2*.2*,*/+,"@-2(,+"$2"1/"1,.*3+"
$?"+-*"#$2)"$?"@-2(,+:"&%";/'"1,"#*"-19*".2*9($%,&5"'(,3%,,*'8"+$"3$/+(/%*"(/"
+-*".213+(3*"$?"3%,+$4,"[+5.*,"1/'",-1'$#,\"(/"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"#-(3-"-1,"
6**/"41'*"W$6,$&*+*X"65"+-*"*,+16&(,-4*/+"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"&&8"(,"+$"6*"
$.*21+(/0"%/'*2"“the elementary principles of the world”,"1,"+-*"1.$,+&*"
E1%&"(/'(31+*':"&'"""""""""""""
"
"
"

 
visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace given to us, ordained by Christ himself, as a means whereby we 
receive the same, and a pledge to assure us thereof." 
487 Colossians 2:17 
488 Hebrews 8:13 
489 Galatians 4:1-10; Colossians 2:8-23. 
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M-(&*"+-*"417$2(+5"U"/$+"1&&8"6%+"+-*"417$2(+5"U"$?"@-2(,+(1/,"6*&(*9*"+-1+"
@-2(,+"W(/,+(+%+*'X"+-*"W,13214*/+X"$?"W+-*"F$2'f,">%..*2X8"')"(/"+-(,"12+(3&*8"!"
#$%&'"&()*"+$"3-1&&*/0*"+-1+"('*1:"!"'$"+-(,"“with fear and trembling”"'(8"6%+"
1&,$"“trembling at His word”"'*8",$"+$",.*1):"!"#$%&'"&()*"+$"9*25"62(*?&5"
'*4$/,+21+*"?2$4",32(.+%2*"+-1+"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&"('*1"$?"W,13214*/+,X"415"
/$+"6*"61,*'"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,:"'!";/'8"!"-19*"(/3&%'*'"1/"
Addendum"+$"+-(,"12+(3&*"#-(3-".2*,*/+,"1"4$2*"(/Y'*.+-8",32(.+%2*Y61,*'8"

+-*$&$0(31&"120%4*/+"?$2"+-*"W/$/Y,13214*/+1&X"9(*#"Y",.*3(?(31&&58"1/"
*D+*/'*'"*D3*2.+"?2$4"+-*"#2(+(/0"$?"a$,*.-"a$-/"Q%2/*5:"""""
 
“Do this in remembrance of Me”      
 
J-(,"(,"1")*5".-21,*"3$//*3+*'"#(+-"#-1+"-1,"3$4*"+$"6*"31&&*'"W+-*"F$2'f,"
>%..*2X:"a*,%,",1('"(+"(/"F%)*"ggKdoYgg:"[!+"'$*,/f+"1..*12"(/"+-*"$+-*2"
0$,.*&"133$%/+,:\"";/'"E1%&"V%$+*'"(+"(/"d"@$2(/+-(1/,"ddKgeYgl:"!f4"(/3&(/*'"
+$"6*&(*9*"+-1+"E1%&"%/'*2,+$$'"#-1+"a*,%,"4*1/+"#-*/"N*",1('"+-(,8"
6*31%,*"-*"“received it from the Lord”:">$8"6$+-"a*,%,"1/'"E1%&"4*1/+"+-*"
,14*"+-(/0"65"+-(,".-21,*:"F*+f,",**"#-1+"+-*5"4*1/+K""

 
490 The Salvation Army and The Society of Religious Friends (Quakers), as well as some non-denominational 
groups, do not practice “the Lord’s Supper” (nor “Baptism”). 
491 Philippians 2:12 
492 Isaiah 66:2 
493 The two “sacraments” commonly practiced in all of Christendom are “Baptism” and “the Lord’s Supper”. In 
this article, I will discuss only “the Lord’s Supper”, as my theme is the worship praxes of the contemporary 
professing churches. “The Lord’s Supper”, or “Communion”, or “the Eucharist” is conventionally practiced in 
Sunday morning worship services regularly either weekly or monthly. “Baptism” is conventionally only done 
once in a person’s life and is not seen as an activity to be repeated weekly or monthly in Sunday morning 
worship services. However, for excellent presentations of a “non-sacramental” view of Baptism, I would highly 
recommend: “The Papal and Hierarchical System Compared with the Religion of the New Testament” by 
Joseph John Gurney and “The Sacraments and the Bible” by Phil Layton.      
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Luke 22 
19 “And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 
Me.” 20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup 
which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.” 
"
M-$",1('"+-(,`"a*,%,:"a*,%,"#1,"1"a*#"#-$"#1,",*/+"+$"+-*"a*#,:"'""M-$"
'('"N*",15"(+"+$`"N(,"'(,3(.&*,8"1&&"$?"#-$4"#*2*"a*#,:"a*,%,"(,"/$+",.*1)(/0"
+$"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,8"1,"+-*2*"#*2*"/$"Q*/+(&*"@-2(,+(1/,"%/+(&"1?+*2"N(,"
R*,%22*3+($/"1/'";,3*/,($/:"""
"
M-1+"(,"+-*"3$/+*D+`"a*,%,"1/'"N(,"'(,3(.&*,"12*"3*&*621+(/0"+-*"E1,,$9*2:"
J-(,"#1,"/$+"1"3$44$/"?*&&$#,-(."4*1&"#-(3-"+-*"a*#,"2*?*22*'"+$"1,"
W62*1)(/0"62*1'X:"'#";33$2'(/0"+$"F*9(+(3%,"ge8"a*#,"#*2*"2*V%(2*'"+$"
3*&*621+*"+-*"?*1,+"$?"O/&*19*/*'"A2*1'"1/'"+-*"E1,,$9*2"4*1&"*13-"
5*12:"'$"a*,%,"'('"/$+",15"-$#"$?+*/"+-(,"#1,"+$"6*"'$/*8"1,"1&&"a*#,")/*#"(+"
#1,"+$"6*"'$/*"5*12&5:">$8"+-*"3$/+*D+"(,"+-*"3*&*621+($/"$?"+-*"a*#(,-"
E1,,$9*2"4*1&:"""

"
H$#"&*+f,"0$"$/"+$"+-*".1,,10*"#-(3-"E1%&"#2$+*"+$"+-*"@$2(/+-(1/,K"
"
"
1 Corinthians 11 

 
494 Matthew 15:24; Cf. Matthew 10:5-6. 
495 See my eBook, Breaking of Bread, a complimentary copy of which can be obtained by emailing: 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com   
496 Matthew 26:1-2, 17-20, 26-29 
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23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus 
in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
Me.” 25 In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, ‘This cup is 
the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.’” 
"
;&+-$%0-")/$#/"1,"1/"W1.$,+&*"+$"+-*"Q*/+(&*,X8"E1%&"#1,"1"'*9$%+"a*#:"'%"
N*"/*9*2"019*"%."2*13-(/0"$%+"+$"+-*"a*#,"#(+-"+-*"0$,.*&"$?"@-2(,+:"'&";/'8"
-*".213+(3*'"1&&"+-*"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"?$2"1..2$D(41+*&5"ge"5*12,"1?+*2"-(,"
3$/9*2,($/"+$"@-2(,+:"''";,"1"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/8"-*"+1%0-+"+-1+"W@-2(,+"-1'"
6**/",132(?(3*'"1,"$%2"E1,,$9*2X8"6%+"1&,$"1'9$31+*'"+-*"3*&*621+($/"$?"+-*"
E1,,$9*2"?*1,+:#))"
"
!+"(,"(4.$2+1/+"+$"/$+*"+-1+"+-*"@$2(/+-(1/,"-*"(,"#2(+(/0"+-(,"*.(,+&*"+$"12*"1&&"
a*#,:#)("N*"(,"#2(+(/0"+$"+-*4"16$%+"+-*",-14*?%&"#15"+-*5"#*2*"3*&*621+(/0"
+-*"E1,,$9*2:";/'8"1+"+-(,".$(/+"-*"2*?*2,"+$"+-*"E1,,$9*2"4*1&"1,"W+-*"
F$2'f,">%..*2X:"
"
"

 
497 2 Corinthians 11:22; Acts 22:3; 23:6; 26:4; Romans 11:1; Philippians 3:5 
498 Acts 21:13 
499 Cf. Acts 21:21-24. Paul advocated and practiced the Jewish customs from 33 to 56 A.D. And then advocated 
against practicing the Old Testament customs, having come to identify them as “the elementary principles of the 
world”. See Old Covent Undertow in the Early Church and “Led by the Spirit” For complimentary 
.PDF copies, email: AtChristsTable@gmail.com 
500 1 Corinthians 5:7-8. He wrote 1 Corinthians in 55 A.D. Just a year later, he wrote 2 Corinthians and 
Galatians. In these epistles, it is plain that he had come to see that keeping the letter of the Old Covenant law 
was bondage to “the elementary principles of the world”.    
501 1 Corinthians 10:1-2 
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1 Corinthians 11:17, 20-22 
 17 “But in giving this instruction, I do not praise you, because you come together 
not for the better but for the worse.  20 Therefore when you meet together, it is not to 
eat the Lord’s Supper, 21 for in your eating each one takes his own supper first; and 
one is hungry, and another is drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses in which to 
eat and drink? Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who have 
nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? In this I will not praise you.” 
""
E&*1,*"/$+*"+-1+"+-(,"(,"+-*"?(2,+"U"1/'"$/&5"U"+(4*"+-*"+*248"W+-*"F$2'f,"
>%..*2X"(,"%,*'"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,:"!+"(,"1"+*24"#-(3-"$/&5"
E1%&"%,*'8"1/'"-*"(,"%,*'"(+"#(+-"2*?*2*/3*"+$"+-*"E1,,$9*2"4*1&"U"/$+"
62*1)(/0"$?"62*1':""
"
M-5"31/"!",15"+-1+"-*"(,"/$+"2*?*22(/0"+$"1"3$44$/"?*&&$#,-(."4*1&"31&&*'"
W62*1)(/0"62*1'X`"J-*2*"12*"1"/%46*2"$?"2*1,$/,K""
d\"E1%&"3&*12&5"('*/+(?(*'"+-*"$331,($/"#(+-"+-*"E1,,$9*2"4*1&"#-(3-"a*,%,"
-1'"3*&*621+*'"#(+-"N(,"'(,3(.&*,:#)*""""
g\"!/"9*2,*"g=8"E1%&",1('"+-*5"#*2*"01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"?$2"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"
3*&*621+(/0"W+-*"F$2'f,">%..*2X8"5*+"+-*"#15"+-*".*$.&*"#*2*"3$/'%3+(/0"(+"
3$/+21'(3+*'8"'*/(*'8"1/'"#*/+"101(/,+"+-*"+*24:""
e\"!/"9*2,*"gg8"#-*/"E1%&"*D3&1(4,8"“What! Do you not have houses in which to 

eat and drink?”8"'$*,"(+"/$+"(4.&5"+-1+"+-(,"#1,"1",.*3(1&"$331,($/"[+-*"
E1,,$9*2\"1/'"/$+"7%,+"1"2*0%&12"?*&&$#,-(."4*1&"[W62*1)(/0"62*1'X\`"!/"
9*2,*"e<8"-*"#2(+*,8"“If anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, so that you will 

 
502 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 and Luke 22:19-20. 
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not come together for judgment.”"!/"$+-*2"#$2',K"“If you are really that 
hungry, eat a meal at home, and then come and celebrate the Passover in a 
worthy manner.”    
<\"P$/f+"+-*"#12/(/0,"$?"-12,-"7%'04*/+,"(/"9*2,*,"gS8"goYe=",**4"+$"6*"
4$2*"3$44*/,%21+*"+$"1"3$/,*V%*/3*"$?"3$/'%3+(/0"$/*,*&?"(/"1"41//*2"
%/#$2+-5"$?"1",.*3(1&"2*&(0($%,"?*1,+8"21+-*2"+-1/"1"3$44$/"*9*25'15"
?*&&$#,-(."4*1&`""""""
"
1 Corinthians 11:27-30 
27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. 29 For he who eats and 
drinks, eats, and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body 
rightly. 30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.”  
"
d"@$2(/+-(1/,"ddKg=Ye="#1,"#2(++*/"+$"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,"#-$"#*2*",+(&&"
3*&*621+(/0"+-*"a*#(,-"E1,,$9*2"(/"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25:"J-*"/$+($/"+-1+"@-2(,+"
(/,+(+%+*'"+-(,"1,"1"W,13214*/+X"+$"6*".213+(3*'"65"@-2(,+(1/,"+-2$%0-$%+"+-*"
3-%23-"10*"(,"1"/$+($/"#-(3-"(,"/$+"61,*'"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,:"""
A%+"(+"#1,",$"+-1+"@-2(,+(1/,"?2$4"+-*",*3$/'"3*/+%25"1/'"$/#12'"“gathered 

together on the first day of the week”"?$2"1"W#$2,-(.",*29(3*X:"N$#*9*28"+-(,"#1,"
3$/+2125"+$",32(.+%2*"U"/14*&58"*D-$2+1+($/,"(/"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&f,"*.(,+&*,8"
,%3-"1,K"Q1&1+(1/,"<KdYd=8".12+(3%&12&5"9:"d=K"“You observe days and months 

and seasons and years.”8"1/'"@$&$,,(1/,"gKc8"dnYge8".12+(3%&12&5"9:"dnK"
“Therefore, no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to 
a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day.”  
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J-*".213+(3*"$?"W@$44%/($/X"$2"W+-*"G%3-12(,+X#)!8"3$/,(,+(/0"$?"7%,+"1"#1?*2"
$?"#-*1+"1/'"1",(."$?"#(/*8"31//$+"6*"*V%1+*'"#(+-"+-(,"E1,,$9*2"4*1&:";/'"
+-*"W101.*"4*1&X8"3$/,(,+(/0"$?"1"4*1&"1/'"?*&&$#,-(.8"#-(3-"415"$2"415"
/$+"1&,$"(/3$2.$21+*"W@$44%/($/X#)"8"1&,$"31//$+"6*"*V%1+*'"#(+-"+-(,"
E1,,$9*2:"M*"12*"3*2+1(/&5"?2**"+$"W2*4*46*2X"1/'"W'*3&12*X"a*,%,f"'*1+-"
1/'"2*,%22*3+($/"1+"1/5"4*1&"U"1/5+(4*"#*"W62*1)"62*1'X"U"1/5+(4*"#*"-19*"
1"4*1&"1/'"?*&&$#,-(."#(+-"$+-*2"@-2(,+(1/,"W1+"+16&*X#)#b"6%+"+$"W.2*,32(6*X"$2"
*,+16&(,-"1,"W/$241+(9*X"+-*,*"3%,+$4,"1,"1"W,13214*/+X"#-(3-"4%,+"6*"
.213+(3*'"+-2$%0-$%+"+-*"3-%23-"10*"(,"1/$+-*2"+-(/0:";/$+-*2"+-(/0"#-(3-"!"
#$%&'",%00*,+"(,",.(2(+%1&&5"W-124?%&W:"W>.(2(+%1&&5"-124?%&X`"N$#"31/"!"41)*"
,%3-"1",+1+*4*/+`"

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
503 This also may be referred to as “the Lord’s Supper” or “the Lord’s Table” and is observed by almost all 
Protestant denominations and “non-denominational” churches either weekly or monthly.  
504 This is observed by most “Organic” or “House” churches weekly.  
505 Again, I recommend by eBook “Breaking of Bread”. AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
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What’s the Harm? 
 
!/"-(,"6$$)8"W@%,+$4"1/'"@$441/'X#)$8">+1/"B(2+-f,",+1+*'".%2.$,*"#1,"
+-(,K"W;&&"!"14"+25(/0"+$"'$"(/"+-(,"6$$)"(,"+$"*/3$%210*"'*12"?2(*/',"(/"+-*"
%/,+2%3+%2*'"3-%23-*,"+-1+"+-*5"12*"#*&&"#(+-(/"Q$'f,"?214*#$2)"(/"+-*"#15"
+-*5"12*"4$9(/0b"1/'"+$"2*Y1,,%2*"'*12"?2(*/',"(/"+-*"r,+2%3+%2*'f"3-%23-*,"
+-1+"+-$,*"$?"%,"#-$"-19*"r0$/*"%/,+2%3+%2*'f"-19*"/$+"0$/*"$??"+-*"21(&,8"1,"
+-*5"415"-19*"?*12*':X"N*"1&,$",+1+*'K"W!?"5$%"12*"1"2*0%&12">%/'15"
#$2,-(..*2"1/'"1/"*/+-%,(1,+(3"4*46*2"$?"1"&$31&"r,+2%3+%2*'f"?*&&$#,-(.8"
+-*2*"(,"/$"2*1,$/"#-5"5$%",-$%&'"'(,3$/+(/%*"5$%2"3%,+$48"%/&*,,8"$?"
3$%2,*8"Q$'"#*2*"+$"62(/0"1"3$/+2125"3$/9(3+($/"+$"5$%:X507""
"
>(/3*"45"41(/".%2.$,*"-1,"6**/"+$"(/9*,+(01+*"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"
,32(.+%2*,"?$2"1/,#*2,"+$"'(??(3%&+"V%*,+($/,"!"-19*"-1'"+$"1,)"45,*&?8"1/'"+$"
.2$9('*",$%/'",32(.+%21&"1/'"+-*$&$0(31&"2*1,$/,"?$2"4$9(/0"6*5$/'"
-%41/&5",+2%3+%2*'"3-%23-"&(?*"(/",*123-"$?"1/"*D.2*,,($/"$?"H*#"@$9*/1/+"
#$2,-(."(/">.(2(+"1/'"J2%+-8"!"#$%&'",15"45".%2.$,*"'$*,"0$"1"6(+"6*5$/'"
,15(/08"WJ-*2*"(,"/$"-124"'$/*8"(?"5$%"#1/+"+$"3$/+(/%*"(/"5$%2"3$/9*/+($/1&"
3%,+$4,:X"
"
;",%44125"$?"+-*"120%4*/+"!"-19*".2*,*/+*'"(/"+-(,"12+(3&*"(,"+-(,K"J-*"
.2*,32(.+($/,"+-1+"@-2(,+(1/,"+-2$%0-$%+"+-*"3-%23-"10*"4%,+""W01+-*2"

 
506 Some of what I have done in this article is similar to Firth’s approach in his book, “Custom & Command”, 
with “Descriptive” equating with “Custom”, and “Prescriptive” equating with “Command”. 
507 P 22 
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+$0*+-*2X8"+1)*"1"W3$&&*3+($/X8"1/'"W62*1)"62*1'X"W$/"+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"

#**)X"12*".2(4125"*D14.&*,"$?"“the elementary principles of the world”#)&:"""
!?"$/*"(,"16&*"+$"133*.+"+-1+",+1+*4*/+8"+-*/"$/*"4%,+"1&,$"13)/$#&*'0*"
+-1+8"65"'*?(/(+($/8"“the elementary principles of the world”"12*"+$$&,"$?"+-*"
W.$#*2,"1/'".2(/3(.1&(+(*,X#)'8"#-(3-"+-%,"?12"-19*"*??*3+(9*&5")*.+"+-*"
@-%23-"%/'*2"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"#(+-"2*012',"+$"(+,"#$2,-(."

.21D*,"1/'"?1&&(/0",-$2+"$?"?%&?(&&(/0"(+,"31&&(/0"+$"01+-*2"1/'"?%/3+($/"1,"+-*"

G33&*,(1"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4"$?"Q$':"!/",-$2+8"+-2$%0-"“the elementary 

principles of the world”8"+-*".$#*2,"1/'".2(/3(.1&(+(*,"-19*"'*3*(9*'"+-*"

@-%23-"+$"3$/+(/%*"01+-*2(/0"?$2",1321&(T*'"13+(9(+(*,"/$+"(/"133$2'"#(+-"

“the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”#()"21+-*2"+-1/"01+-*2(/0"+$"'(,3%,,"1/'"

(4.&*4*/+"+-*"1??1(2,"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4"$?"Q$'8"#-(3-"(,"+-*"/1+%2*8"31&&(/0"

1/'".%2.$,*"$?"+-*"G33&*,(1"a*,%,"(,"6%(&'(/0:"""""""""
"
;01(/8"!"#1/+"+$"6*"3&*128"(+"(,"/$+"+-*"13+(9(+(*,"+-*4,*&9*,"#-(3-"12*"
.2$6&*41+(38"(+"(,"+-*".2*,32(6(/0"$?"+-$,*"13+(9(+(*,"1,"6*(/0"W/$241+(9*X8"
,*.121+*'8",*+"1.12+8",.*3(?(*'8"-%41/&5"$201/(T*'8"1/'".2$02144*'"

#-(3-"9($&1+*,"+-*"*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"65K""
- (0/$2(/0"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"
- .2$4$+(/0"1"4(/(,+25"W$?"+-*"&*++*2X"21+-*2"+-1/"W$?"+-*">.(2(+X"
- )**.(/0"@-2(,+(1/,",*29(/0"%/'*2"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+""
- 1/'")**.(/0"01+-*2(/0,"$?"+-*"@-%23-"[G33&*,(1\".2*$33%.(*'"#(+-"

 
508 Galatians 4:1-10; Colossians 2:8-23 
509 2 Corinthians 10:5; Ephesians 6:12 
510 Romans 8:2; 2 Corinthians 3:6 
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2(+%1&"2$%+(/*"21+-*2"+-1/"+-*"1??1(2,"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4"$?"Q$':"""
"
!"6*&(*9*"+-1+"(/"Q$'f,"*5*,"+-(,"(,"/$+-(/0"&*,,"+-1/"('$&1+25#(("(/"+-1+"#*"
(/,(,+"$/".%++(/0"-%41/&5"32*1+*'"+-(/0,"(/"+-*".&13*"+-1+"6*&$/0,"$/&5"+$"
Q$'"1/'".%++(/0"-%41/&5"$201/(T*'"+-(/0,"(/"+-*".&13*"$?"+-*"&(?*"$201/(,4"
$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+:"J-(,"3$/+21'(3+,"+-*"M$2'"$?"Q$'"1/'"02(*9*,"+-*">.(2(+"$?"
Q$':"!+"(,"1/+(3-2(,+"(/"+-1+8"(/".213+(3*8"(+"'*/(*,"a*,%,"1,"+-*";%+-$2"1/'"
E*2?*3+*2"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"J-*"4$,+"(/,('($%,"+-(/0"(,"Y"#*"1,)"Q$'"+$"
133*.+"1/'"6&*,,"+-*,*".213+(3*,"#-(3-"13+%1&&5"12(,*"?2$4"$%2"?1&&*/"-%41/"
/1+%2*"1/'"-19*"6**/"(/,+(01+*'"65"“world forces of darkness”512."""""""
 
New Testament Sacramentalism:  
Prescribing special gatherings, 
in special places, at special times … 
 
J-*"('*1"$?"?$3%,(/0"$/"+-*".2*,*/3*"1/'"4$9*4*/+"$?"Q$'f,">.(2(+"6*(/0"
2*&*01+*'"41(/&5"+$"+-*"W,1/3+%125X"[-$&5".&13*\"1/'".&13*,"#-(3-"-19*"6**/"
,*.121+*'"1/'",*+"1.12+"?2$4"*9*25'15"'15"&(?*"1,"'*,(0/1+*'".&13*,"$?"
W#$2,-(.X"(,"61,*'",V%12*&5"(/"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+:">3-*'%&(/0",.*3(?(*'"+(4*,"
&()*"?*1,+"'15,"1/'">%/'15,"1/'"M*'/*,'15"*9*/(/0,"?$2".2$02144*'"
+(4*,"$?"W#$2,-(.X"(,"1&,$"1".213+(3*"61,*'"(/"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+:"!/"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"Q$'"(,".2*,*/+"1/'"4$9(/0"(/"+-*"-*12+,"1/'"&(9*,"$?"N(,"

.*$.&*"*9*25"'158"1&&"'15:#(!""

 
511 Cf. Amos 5:21 
512 Ephesians 6:12 
513 Cf. John 3:8; John 4:21-24 
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"
J$",15"+-*2*"12*"W,.*3(1&X".&13*,"1/'"+(4*,"?$2"+-*".2*,*/3*"1/'"4$9(/0"$?"
Q$'f,">.(2(+"3&*12&5"'*?(*,"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"2*.&13(/0"“the law of the Spirit 

of life in Christ Jesus”"#(+-"W,.*3(1&X"2*&(0($%,"13+(9(+(*,:"J-(,"-%41/"
,5,+*41+(T(/08"$2'*2(/08"1/'".2$02144(/0"$?"13+(9(+(*,"?$2"+-*"#$2,-(."&(?*"$?"
+-*"3-%23-"(,"$/*"$?"+-*"41(/"*D14.&*,"$?"“the elementary principles of the 

world”"#-(3-"12*"(/,+(01+*'"65"“world forces of darkness”"+-1+"12*"$.*21+(/0"(/"
+-*".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,:"J-*"('*1"+-1+",%3-",*29(3*,"12*"W,1/3+(?(*'X",(4.&5"
6*31%,*"#*"12*"@-2(,+(1/,"01+-*2(/0"(/"+-*"/14*"$?"+-*"F$2'"(/".&13*,"#*"
-19*"('*/+(?(*'"#(+-"N(,"/14*"(,"13+%1&&5"1+"+-*"-*12+"$?"+-*"'*3*.+($/"$?"
+-*,*"“world forces of darkness”:";4"!"(4.&5(/0"+-1+"'*4$/(3"6*(/0,"12*"
.2*,*/+"(/"+-*"W#$2,-(.",*29(3*,X"$?"+-*".2$?*,,(/0"3-%23-*,`"B2$4"45"
*D.*2(*/3*8"!"#$%&'",15",$4*+(4*,"+-*5"12*8"1/'"4$2*"$?+*/"+-*5f2*"/$+:"
;&,$8"?2$4"45"*D.*2(*/3*8"!")/$#"+-1+8"(?"N*"#1/+,"+$8"Q$'"(,".*2?*3+&5"
31.16&*"$?"“preparing a table before me in the presence of my enemies”514."A%+"+-1+"
(,"/$+"+-*".$(/+"!"14"41)(/0"16$%+"+-*"(/,+(01+($/"$?"+-*,*"“elementary 

principles of the world”:"J-*".$(/+"(,K"N$#"'$*,"Q$'"#1/+"+$"6*"#$2,-(.*'"
(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+`"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."(,"/$+"+$"6*"(/?&%*/3*'"65"
“world forces of darkness”8"6%+"+-2$%0-"+-*"10*/35"$?"a*,%,"@-2(,+:#(#""
"
"
"

 
514 Psalm 23:5 
515 Hebrews 13:15. “Through Jesus … “ Greek: dia, Strong’s # 1223,  “A primary preposition denoting 
the channel of an act; through.” 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

203 

“And coming to Him as to a living stone which … is choice and precious in the 
sight of God,  you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ.”516 "
"
!?"3&*12&5"%/'*2,+$$'8"+-*"(4.&(31+($/,"$?"4$9(/0"6*5$/'",*.121+*'8",*+"
1.12+8",.*3(?(*'".&13*,"1/'"+(4*,"1/'"-%41/&5"$201/(T*'8".2$02144*'"
13+(9(+(*,"#(&&"6*"*D+2*4*&5"21'(31&"U"+-1+"(,8"1"“laying of the axe at the root”#(%"
$?"+-*,*"3$/9*/+($/1&"#$2,-(.".21D*,:"
 
“The manifold wisdom of God -   
made known through the church 
to the rulers and the authorities” 
 
M-1+f,"+-*"-124`"!?"#*"3$/+(/%*".213+(3(/0"%/'*2"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"
@$9*/1/+8"1"9*(&"2*41(/,"$9*2"$%2"-*12+,8"1/'"4(/',8"1/'"*5*,K"
“… for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant, the same veil 
remains, it not being revealed that it is done away with in Christ.”518 
"
a*,%,"*,+16&(,-*'"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"4$2*"+-1/"g==="5*12,"10$8"5*+8"!"
6*&(*9*8"(+"-1,"/$+"5*+"6**/",%??(3(*/+&5"41/(?*,+"(/"1/'"+-2$%0-"%,:"!,/f+"+-(,"
*D13+&5"#-1+"+-*".$#*2,"$?"'12)/*,,"#$%&'"#1/+"+$"-(/'*2"+-2$%0-")**.(/0"
%,"(/"6$/'10*"+$"“the elementary principles of the world”`"J-*5")/$#"+-*"
B1+-*2"1/'"+-*">$/"3$9*/1/+*'",$4*+-(/0"0&$2($%,"65"+-*"G+*2/1&">.(2(+8"

 
516 1 Peter 2:4-5 
517 Our English word, radical, comes from the Latin word, radix, which means root.  
518 2 Corinthians 3:14 Alternate reading, NASB. 
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1&+-$%0-"+-*".$#*2,"+-*4,*&9*,"'$"/$+"%/'*2,+1/'"+-*"“the mystery which 
for the ages has been hidden in God (that) might now be made known through the 
church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. This was in 
accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”519  
"
M-1+"(,"+-1+"W41/(?$&'"#(,'$4X`"!+"(,"1"“… wisdom among those who 
are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who 
are passing away; 7 but God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which 
God predestined before the ages to our glory; 8 the wisdom which none of the rulers 
of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory; 9 but just as it is written, “Things which eye has not 
seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, 
all that God has prepared for those who love Him.”520 
"
J-*"41/(?*,+1+($/"$?"+-(,"#(,'$4"*D3**',"#-1+"#*"31/"+-(/)"$2"(410(/*8"6%+"
(+"31/"6*"2*9*1&*'"+$"%,"1/'"+-2$%0-"%,"65"+-*">.(2(+#*(8"(?"#*"#(&&"3$4*"
6*?$2*"+-*"F$2'"1/'"1&&$#"+-*">.(2(+"+$"2*4$9*"+-*"9*(&:""
 
“A Change is Gonna Come”  
 
;3+%1&&58"(+"-1,"1&2*1'5"3$4*"U"#*"7%,+"/**'"+$"#1&)"(/+$"(+:"N*2*"(,"7%,+"$/*"
(/,(0-+"(/+$"#1&)(/0"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+K"J-*"#2(+*2"+$"+-*"N*62*#,"(,"
'(,+(/0%(,-(/0"6*+#**/"]$,*,"1/'"@-2(,+8"6*+#**/"+-*"+2(6*"$?"F*9("1/'"+-*"
+2(6*"$?"a%'1-8"6*+#**/"+-*".2(*,+-$$'"$2'*2"$?"F*9("1/'"+-*".2(*,+-$$'"

 
519 Ephesians 3:9-11 
520 1 Corinthians 2:6-9 
521 Cf. Ephesians 3:20-21 
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$2'*2"$?"]*&3-(T*'*)8"6*+#**/"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"1/'"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"
1/'"-*"#2(+*,"$?";"@N;HQGK""
“For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a change of 
law also…. not on the basis of a law522 of physical523 requirement524, but according 
to the power of an endless525 life.”526  
"
;&&$#"4*"+$"$??*2"1".121.-21,*"61,*'"$/",$4*"(/,(0-+,"?2$4"M:G:"L(/*#*%K"
“When the priesthood is changed, of necessity the law changes also in this way … 
no longer on the basis of prescribing human prescriptions, but according to 
the power of the life of the Eternal One.”  
 
>$"-*2*"#*",**"+-1+"+-*"#2(+*2"+$"+-*"N*62*#,"-1,"+-*",14*"4*,,10*"1,"
+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"3$/3*2/(/0"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."(/">.(2(+"1/'"J2%+-K “not 
according to the letter, but according to the Spirit”.528  
"
"
"

 
 
 

 
 

522 The word translated “law” is (Greek) nomos, Strong’s # 3551, indicates “prescriptive usage”. 
523 The word translated “physical” is (Greek) sarkeekos, Strong’s # 4561, indicates also “temporal”. 
524 The word translated “requirement” is (Greek) entole, Strong’s # 1785, indicates an “authoritative 
prescription”. 
525 The word translated “endless” is (Greek) akatalutos, Strong’s # 179, indicates an “indestructaible, 
permanent”. 
526 Hebrews 7:12 & 16, Context: vv. 11-17. 
527 Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words 
528 2 Corinthians 3:6 
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Addendum 
 

On Sacramentalism & The New Covenant 
!

Concerning  
“The Lord’s Supper” and “The Passover Meal”  

“Breaking Bread”, “The Love-Feast”, “The Eucharist”  
and “Baptism” 

 
An excerpt from 

”The Papal529 and Hierarchical System  
Compared with the Religion of the New Testament” 

by Joseph John Gurney530 
 

 

 
529 Although the word “Papal” appears in the title, the content of this writing very much applies to the Protestant traditions as 
well. 
530 2nd Edition (1843) pp. 132-151. I would like to thank Paul Rapoza for drawing my attention to Gurney’s writings. Paul 
also provided the text of this public domain work on his website, Helps Communications ministry: https://www.helps7.com  
Paul also hosts a site called, “A Restoration Digital Materials Library”:  https://usr.helps7.com/RL/    
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“The Lord’s Supper” 
  

And now we must advance to the one remaining practice of professing 
Christians, which is not only regarded both by many Protestants as well as 
by the Roman Catholics, as a sacrament, but is looked upon as sacred above 
all other ceremonies of the church, and is often spoken of par excellence, as 
the sacrament. Unwilling as I am to run counter to any habitual feelings of 
reverence in my fellow Christians, truth compels me to confess my own 
judgment, that this ceremony also, according to Hooker's definition of the 
term,531 is destitute of any claim to such a title.  

 

“The Passover Meal” 
 
There can be no doubt that this custom was observed by the Lord Jesus 

and his disciples, as by other Jews, when they partook of their daily social 
meals; and we have a distinct account of their doing so, at the last paschal 
supper, which they ate together, for the sustenance of the body, as well as in 
obedience to the law of God on this particular subject. It was, however, a 
most touching and solemn occasion. The lamb of the Passover was an 
expressive type of Jesus himself the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin 
of the world; and the hour was now at hand when he was to be offered up 
on the cross, as a propitiatory sacrifice for the sins of all mankind. No 
wonder that at such a time he saw meet to give to customs, otherwise 
familiar, a religious direction; to speak of the bread which he was breaking, 
as a symbol of his own body, so soon to be broken; and of the cup of wine 
which he handed to his friends, as a token of his own blood which was now 
about to be shed. No wonder that he should command his immediate 
followers, when they observed these customs, (whether at the feast of the 

 
531 As defined by the 16th-century Anglican theologian, Richard Hooker, the sacraments are said to be "visible signs of 
invisible grace"; similarly, the Catechism of the 1662 version states that a sacrament is "an outward and visible sign of an 
inward and spiritual grace given to us, ordained by Christ himself, as a means whereby we receive the same, and a pledge 
to assure us thereof." 
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Passover, or on other more common occasions,) to do so in remembrance of 
Him. "Take, eat, this is my body which is broken for you; this do in 
remembrance of me," and again, "This cup is the New Testament in my 
blood: this do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me." 

 
“Breaking Bread” 

  
It was a common custom among the Jews, at their suppers or dinners, to 

break their loaf of bread in order to distribute it among the company, and to 
take this opportunity of returning thanks to that gracious Being who so 
bountifully supplied all their need. The cup of wine also was handed round 
the table, to be drunk of by each individual, for the refreshment of the body, 
yet in token, probably, of social and religious fellowship.532 

 
We find that the primitive disciples were careful even at their social 

meals, to keep the Lord, who died for them, always in remembrance. These 
believers had all things in common; and "continuing daily with one accord 
in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart:" Acts ii. 46. It was at their daily meals 
that they broke their bread; and then, doubtless, that they called to mind 
that sacred body which the bread symbolized, and which had been broken 
for the salvation of their souls.  

 
“The Love-Feast” 

 
After a little time, however, when the number of Christians became 

larger, and churches were formed in various parts of the world, the daily 

 
532 I would like to add this insight from Paul Rapoza of Helps Communications ministry: https://www.helps7.com  and “A 
Restoration Digital Materials Library”:  https://usr.helps7.com/RL/   “That meal in the breaking of the bread together was a 
very unifying thing among the Hebrews. They were all partaking of that ONE loaf - one nation. A Jew would never ever 
consider sharing that meal with a non-Jew. It was inconceivable. The focus (unlike our modern communions) was not on the 
partaking of the individual pieces broken off the loaf but partaking of the one loaf itself.” 
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social meal was, naturally enough, exchanged for the weekly love-feast a 
moderate repast, of which the believers in each place partook together, in 
token of their mutual good will and religious fellowship.  

It appears that these repasts were held on the first day of the week; but 
separately from their meetings for worship. Paul and his companions 
partook of the love-feast, on that day, at Troas, where the disciples "had 
come together to break bread;" and when "he had broken bread, and eaten, 
and talked a long while, so he departed:" Acts xx. 7, 11. So at the close of the 
first century, we find from Pliny's celebrated letter to the emperor Trajan, 
that the Bithynian Christians met, early in the morning, on a stated 
(doubtless the first) day of the week, for the purpose of worshipping Christ; 
and at a later hour of the same day, assembled again in order to partake of a 
moderate social meal. This was evidently the love-feast, when the bread 
was eaten and the wine drunk, in commemoration of the death of Jesus the 
crucified, but now living and reigning Saviour.  

 
“The Eucharist” 

 
Tertullian, at the end of the second century, speaks of the celebration of 

the eucharist, in connexion with the meals of the Christians in tempore 
victus; but it was at a somewhat earlier date, as we learn from a well-known 
passage in the works of Justin Martyr, (A. D. 147,) that the practice in 
question had assumed the form, in some parts of the church, of a directly 
ceremonial observance.  

The morsel of bread was then eaten, and the wine tasted by the believers, 
at the close of their assemblies for worship not for the satisfaction of any 
bodily want, but simply as a religious rite. Everyone knows that this is the 
character of the Lord's supper, as it is now used among Christians. It has 
become a purely ceremonial act, and is regarded, especially among Roman 
Catholics, as the most solemn part or article in the public worship of God. 
Under this new character, it seems directly to interfere with the general law, 
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that under the gospel dispensation, God is to be worshipped spiritually that 
all type and figures in the worship of the Most High, are now exchanged for 
the eternal reality and substance of religion that they are at once fulfilled 
and abolished by the coming in the flesh, and propitiatory death, of the Son 
of God.  

 

“The Lord’s Supper” is not a Sacrament 
 
In the meantime, whether we look at the practice of the early Christians, 

or that which has prevailed among the professors of the truth, in modern 
days, we are left without the shadow of an evidence, that the participation 
of bread and wine, in the Lord's supper, is a sacrament i.e., an outward 
observance, properly containing an interior grace.  

In order to render this point clear, we must advert first to the Roman 
Catholic, and secondly to the Protestant view of this subject.  

The inherent mystery, which the advocates of Rome ascribed to the bread 
and wine, is an actual bodily participation of that which the bread and wine 
symbolize, even the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. They 
strangely imagine, that after the consecration, by a priest, of the wafer and 
the wine, these substances are miraculously converted into that body and 
blood, which are truly and substantially eaten and drunk by those who 
partake of the sacred elements; and they further allege, that this corporeal 
eating of Christ's body, conveys with it a spiritual blessing to the soul, and 
is one appointed and necessary means of man's salvation.  

These preposterous notions have, in my judgment, no other origin than 
the direful superstition, which, not very long after the times of the apostles, 
began to brood like a cloud over the professing church of Christ, and 
involved it by degrees in gross and perilous darkness. Yet the Romish 
church pleads, as authority for transubstantiation, the words of Jesus, when 
he brake the loaf and distributed it to his disciples "This is my body which is 
broken for you." The question then lies in the meaning of these words. Now 
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there is a clear and all-sufficient reason why our Lord cannot be understood 
as declaring that the bread which he had broken, was actually his body 
namely, that his body was then a living frame, not yet broken a veritable 
body which his disciples saw and handled, and which was occupying a 
portion of space, distinct from that which the bread occupied, while the 
very words which form the subject of dispute were flowing from its lips. 
Christianity most justly requires us to believe many mysterious truths 
which are beyond reason; but it never yet claimed our faith in that which is 
contrary to reason. It was indeed attested by many miracles’ suspensions 
and counteractions of the established order of nature; but here there is 
supposed, not merely a miracle, but an actual, physical impossibility. The 
same body or substance cannot possibly exist in two places at once. To 
suppose the contrary, is to suppose an absolute absurdity that which never 
was, is not, and never can be.  

Nor is the case at all different in the present day. We may rest assured 
that the glorified body of Christ is in heaven a place of infinite enjoyment 
and glory. It is not possible that it should at the same time be in the hands of 
the priest on earth, whether in the form of a wafer, or under any other 
appearance much less in the hands of a thousand priests at once, in a 
thousand different places.  

That our text does not afford any reasonable pretext for the fabrication of 
so enormous a fiction, a little calm consideration may be sufficient to evince. 
It is surely matter of common parlance to use the verb to be, in the sense of 
figuring or representing; as for example, anyone might say, when looking at 
figures in a picture representing Christ and the apostle Paul, That is the 
Saviour! that is Paul! We ought moreover to remember that our Lord spoke, 
as there is every reason to believe, in the vernacular Syriac, in which 
language the verb in the sentence "This is my body," would not have been 
expressed at all as the reader may satisfy himself by a reference to the old 
Syriac version of the New Testament. "This my body" said our blessed Lord 
as he held the bread in his hands; words which may, with perfect propriety, 
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be understood as conveying the idea that the bread symbolized or 
represented his body.  

As the corporeal eating of the body of Christ must therefore be regarded 
as fictitious, it would be irrelevant to argue the second question, whether 
such an eating conveys grace to the soul. That which has no existence, can 
have no effects. But in the notion that the body of Christ is actually eaten in 
the consecrated wafer, and that this carnal act is necessary to salvation, 
there is surely much that degrades the cause of truth; much that directs the 
mind of those who are honestly seeking their salvation, into wrong 
channels; much that is calculated to divert from a simple reliance on the 
crucified, risen, and reigning Saviour, and to substitute for him an idol of 
man's own imagining. How many poor bewildered sinners have been 
taught, on their death beds, to regard this ceremony, with its supposed 
hidden mystery, as their viaticum to heaven, instead of casting themselves, 
in deep repentance and lively faith, on Him who died for them; and 
through whose blood and righteousness alone, we can enter the portals of 
heaven, and take possession of the inheritance of the saints in light. In so 
corrupt a superstition, so gross a perversion of the great realities of the 
gospel, there can surely be no inherent grace, but rather loss, and danger, 
and sometimes perhaps even death, to the immortal spirit.  

How then, in the second place, does this matter stand with those 
Protestants, who while they reject the Romish doctrine of 
transubstantiation, and regard it as utterly unreasonable, nevertheless 
practice the eucharist as a ceremony in divine worship, and under the 
notion that it contains, within itself, some mysterious power for the benefit 
of souls? Is such a notion founded on Scripture? — or is it justified by 
experience? I apprehend that both these questions must be answered in the 
negative. The precept of Christ, to which Protestants as well as Papists refer 
as their authority for the rite, makes mention of the breaking of the bread 
and the handing of the cup, only as a memorial "Do it in remembrance of 
me." Accordingly, we find that the early Christians, without the slightest 
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view (as far as appears) to any internal mystery, applied that practice to the 
purpose of commemoration. This commemoration might be blessed to the 
souls of the right-minded, who truly desired to keep their Lord in 
remembrance; — but we have no reason to suppose that there was any 
peculiar inward grace connected with it, any more than with other acts of 
Christian piety. The true feeding on the body and blood of Christ by a living 
faith, might or might not accompany the practice in question; and certainly, 
this feeding might take place at other seasons when the outward symbol 
was far removed from the Christian believer. Now if there was no inward 
grace inherent in the practice, and inseparable from it when honestly 
performed, that practice was no sacrament.  

Much less can it be regarded in that point of view, in its present form, as a 
ceremony in the worship of God. That this ceremony may be overruled, as a 
solemn remembrancer, to the benefit of some minds, I am by no means 
disposed to dispute; but such an effect affords no evidence that there is a 
mystical interior attached to the rite, and properly contained in it; and this 
could alone render it a sacrament. On the other hand, there is surely a 
danger lest the rite in question should operate unfavourably, especially in 
those persons who have the strongest sense of devotion and mystery 
attached to it. To them it may often prove a diversion from the very truth; a 
substitution of the lifeless form for the sacred reality - a miserable exchange 
of Christ himself, for a favourite symbol or shadow.  

It is a singular confirmation of these remarks that many of the clergy, in 
the present day, have departed from their former simplicity in this matter, 
and are now laying an almost popish stress on the ceremony of the 
eucharist, have at the same time divested their discourses, to the people, of 
the cardinal doctrine of Christ crucified. Thus, while the symbol of the 
Saviour who died for us, is inordinately cherished, the Saviour himself, and 
his most precious atoning sacrifice, are made to retreat within the vail of 
awful concealment — perhaps of absolute oblivion.  
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“The Lord’s Supper” and “Baptism” are not Sacraments 
 
It appears then, that whether we allow or disallow the practices of water 

baptism and the Lord's supper, as they are now used among Christian 
professors, we are brought to a sound conclusion, that like the ceremonies 
of the Jewish law, they are destitute of any interior mystery or grace, by 
which the soul can be affected; and can be regarded only as shadows or 
representations of those divine mysteries which truly belong to the plan of 
our redemption, and are absolutely necessary to salvation.  

Now it is on all hands acknowledged, that had such mysteries been 
inherent in the rites of baptism and the eucharist, they would have 
imparted to these ceremonies the true character of sacraments. On the 
logical principle therefore already alluded to Quo quidvis tale fit, id magis 
tale (that by which anything becomes such, is itself more such) we cannot 
refuse to allow that these blessed realities are themselves sacraments 
indeed. Yes, Christianity has her sacraments in very truth not any outward 
form affecting the bodies of men but a spiritual baptism, and a spiritual 
supper. Both these are clearly introduced to our notice, and strongly 
insisted on as of vital importance, by our Lord himself and his apostles.  
“Baptism” 

 
First, as to spiritual baptism; it is divine in its character, proceeding not by 

any natural law, but immediately and supernaturally, from that God who is 
a Spirit. It is that sovereign work of grace, by which the dark, dead, sinful 
soul of man is enlightened, quickened, and converted to God; so as to be 
translated into the kingdom of Christ even in this world, and to become a 
partaker of the divine nature, by a new creation.  

Sometimes it is described as a new birth — as in John i. 12, 13: "As many 
as received him, to them gave the power to become the sons of God, which 
were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God:" and still more at large by our Saviour himself in John iii. 3-8: 
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"Except a man be born again, i. e. as in the margin, from above he cannot see 
the kingdom of God . . . Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God." The latter of these clauses is an 
enlarged repetition, or paraphrase of the former. To be born of water and 
the Spirit, and to be born from above, are synonymous terms. Hence it is 
clear, that the substantive water is here used, as in many other passages of 
Scripture, figuratively to denote the cleansing influence of the Spirit, which 
" comes from above;" so that " water and the Spirit" must here be regarded 
as expressing only the Holy Spirit and his divine influence. This view is 
confirmed by the immediate context in the verses which follow, "That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Marvel not that I said unto you, Ye must be born again (or from above.) The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth; so is every one that is born 
of the Spirit."  

This divine work is described by the apostle Paul as a washing: see 1 Cor. 
vi. 9 11. "Be ye not deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, &c. &c. shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some 
of you, but ye are washed" &c. Again Eph. v. 25, 26: "Christ also loved the 
church and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word." Here the word, even the preaching of the 
gospel, is set forth as the appointed means by which Christ washes or 
baptizes his church a doctrine which proves that a truly anointed minister 
of the Lord Jesus may, through the power of his ever-present helper, thus 
baptize his hearers into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. But this is a work which the Lord is sometimes pleased to effect 
without the intervention of any human instrumentality, as was the case 
with Paul himself. The marvelous change of heart, which he had 
experienced, is elsewhere described by the apostle, under the same figure: 
see Tit. iii. 3 6, "For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

216 

hateful, and hating one another. But after that the kindness and love of God 
our Saviour towards man appeared; not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost." Like the water and the Spirit 
in John iii. the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, 
may be regarded as perfectly identical. These terms appear to set forth one 
blessed and necessary work, even the baptism of Christ, the baptism of the 
Spirit.  

Under the gospel dispensation, Jesus Christ is the true Baptizer. "I indeed 
baptize you with water unto repentance," said John the Baptist, "but he that 
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose; 
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:" Matt. iii. 11. In the 
gospel of John, the Holy Ghost alone is mentioned. As for the fire, like the 
water in John iii. it may here stand for that divine influence, by which the 
soul of the believer is purified, and his very heart changed within him. 
When this baptism is experienced, he puts off "the old man, who is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts," and puts on "the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holiness."  

Lastly, that quickening, cleansing work, by which the needful change is 
effected in us, from death to life, and from sin to righteousness, is the 
baptism which saves, mentioned by the apostle Peter. After speaking of the 
ark "wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water," the apostle 
adds, "The like figure whereunto (or that which answereth whereunto doth 
also now save us; not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the 
answer of a good conscience toward God, by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who is gone into heaven; angels and authorities and powers being 
made subject unto him:" 1 Pet. iii. 21, 22. The risen and ascended Saviour 
baptizes from above. He sends forth that living influence of the Holy Ghost, 
by which sinful man is enabled savingly to believe in his atoning sacrifice, 
and to bring forth the fruits of righteousness. Thus, are we made partakers 
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of a conscience void of offence in the sight of God and man: comp. Heb. ix. 
14.  

There is surely much reason to believe that Paul is speaking of this 
powerful internal work, when he insists on the necessity of dying unto sin, 
and of rising again with Christ, unto a life of righteousness. "What shall we 
say then? shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? God forbid. How 
shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so 
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death? 
Therefore, we are buried with him by baptism unto death: that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life:" Rom. vi. 1 4. And again, to the Colossians, 
"And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and 
power: in whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made 
without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the 
circumcision of Christ: buried with him in baptism, wherein ye also are 
risen with him, THROUGH THE FAITH OF THE OPERATION OF GOD, 
who hath raised him from the dead:" Col. ii. 10-12.  

So also when he assures us that there is "one body and one Spirit, even as 
we are called by one hope of our calling; one Lord (Jesus Christ), one faith, 
one baptism" we may fairly conclude, either that "baptism" here takes the 
sense of "doctrine," of which (as before-mentioned) it is evidently capable; 
or that the apostle is speaking of the one baptism of the one Lord, which is 
with the Holy Ghost. This view of his meaning is perfectly accordant with 
another passage, in which he speaks of this spiritual baptism as the means 
of introduction to a living membership in the body or church of Christ: see 1 
Cor. xii. 12, 13, "For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also, is Christ. For 
by ONE SPIRIT we are all baptized into one body; and have been all made 
to drink into one Spirit." Happy and holy are they who drink at this sacred 
fountain; forever blessed they, who submit to the baptizing and renovating 
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power of the Holy Ghost. All these, and these only, are living members of 
the body of Christ, children of grace, and heirs of glory.  

 

“The Lord’s Supper” 
 
But secondly, if the sacrament of regeneration is at once the only and the 

sufficient means of bringing us into union with Christ our Head, and with 
all his members the world over, and if imparting to us the principles of a 
new and heavenly life, that union and that life can be maintained only by 
our participation (may I not say our daily participation?) in another 
sacrament, even the spiritual supper of our Lord. "Behold," says Jesus to the 
churches, "I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come into him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me:" Rev. iii. 20. This cheering promise is in exact accordance with some 
very remarkable expressions which our Lord uttered after he had broken 
the bread and handed the wine, at the last paschal supper. "But I say unto 
you, that I will not henceforth drink of this fruit of the vine, until that day 
when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom:" Matt. xxvi. 29. On 
another occasion he said to his disciples, "Ye are they which have continued 
with me in my temptations. And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my 
Father hath appointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom," etc.: Luke xxii. 28 30. Nor can it be denied, that it is the same 
gracious Saviour who, in the prophetic language of the Song of songs, thus 
addressed his spouse, the church "I am come into my garden, my sister, my 
spouse: I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my 
honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk: eat, 
friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, beloved:" Cant. v. 1.  

I should suppose that no evangelical Christian, of whatsoever peculiar 
name, could for a moment hesitate in accepting these beautiful passages in a 
purely spiritual sense, as representing the communion which true believers 
in Jesus, in times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, are permitted 
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to enjoy with their holy Head, and one with another in Him; a communion 
which, from season to season, cheers them on their journey to the promised 
land, and will constitute their chiefest joy in heaven itself. Here is 
sustenance for the inmost soul! here is the saving supper of the Lord!  

But Christ himself is the food of the Christian and is to be eaten by his 
disciples in this true sacrament. Nothing can be more affecting, and nothing 
more important, than his own doctrine on this subject, contained in that 
memorable discourse which the apostle John has placed on record with the 
pen of inspiration: see John vi. 35 63. "I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst.... I am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness 
and are dead; this is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man 
may eat thereof, and not die. I am the living bread which came down from 
heaven; if any man eat of this bread he shall live forever; and the bread that 
I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. The Jews, 
therefore, strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us his 
flesh to eat? Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; 
and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 
dwelleth in me, and I in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by 
the Father; so, he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. This is that bread 
which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna and are 
dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live forever. These things said he in 
the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. Many therefore of his disciples, 
when they had heard this, said, This is a hard saying, who can hear it? 
When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto 
them, Doth this offend you? What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend 
up where he was before? IT is THE SPIRIT THAT QUICKENETH, THE 
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FLESH PROFITETH NOTHING: the words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life."  

The declaration with which our Lord here concludes his discourse, is of 
incalculable weight and importance. It seems to me virtually to undermine 
and abrogate forever all typical and carnal ceremonies in divine worship. 
Most assuredly it affords the true key to the preceding doctrine. We have 
our Lord's own explicit authority for understanding it spiritually. Those 
who under the immediate influence of the Spirit, and by a living faith, 
appropriate the glorious Saviour who came down from heaven that he 
might give life to the world, truly feed on Jesus, the bread of God, the bread 
of life. The Christian, whose sole reliance is placed on the atoning sacrifice 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and who lives by that precious faith, may justly be 
said to eat the flesh of the Son of man, and to drink his blood. There is 
indeed no spiritual life for any man, to whom the gospel is preached, on any 
other terms; and all who, under the powerful operation of the Holy Spirit, 
thus believe with the heart, are nourished up by this heavenly food to all 
eternity. They dwell in Christ, and Christ dwells in them. Furthermore, 
when the believers in Jesus are assembled and united in solemn worship 
when they draw near to the Father, in one Spirit, through the Son of his love 
when they are livingly brought to the remembrance of the body which was 
broken, and of the blood which was shed for them — when "the love of 
God" is "shed abroad" in their hearts "by the Holy Ghost which he giveth 
us" then are they rich partakers of a true sacramental communion — then 
are they honoured guests, even here, at the TABLE OF THE LORD, in his 
kingdom.  
!
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7. “I Have Given You as a Covenant”  
Isaiah 42:6 

 

Christ, The Pattern of the New Covenant 
 

Introduction533 
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31//$+"6*"'*+*24(/*'"9(1"+-*"WP*,32(.+(9*kE2*,32(.+(9*"E121'(04X:"A%+"
21+-*28"(/"1"41//*2"$?",.*1)(/08"+-1+"#-(3-"(,"W'*,32(.+(9*X"$?"@-2(,+"(,"
W.2*,32(.+(9*X"?$2"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"J-%,8"@-2(,+"N(4,*&?"(,"+-*"E1++*2/"$?"
+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:""
"
B$2"+-$,*"$?"%,"#-$"12*"3$/9(/3*'"$?",%3-"+-(/0,8"$2"12*"1+"&*1,+"$.*/"+$"
,*2($%,&5"3$/,('*2(/0"+-*"91&('(+5"$?",%3-"1/"1..2$13-"+$"1"&(?*"$?"#$2,-(.8"
415"?(/'"V%*,+($/,"&()*"+-*,*",*+"6*?$2*"%,K"

 
533 Unless otherwise noted, all quotations are taken from the New American Standard Bible. All comments in 
reference to the meanings of Greek words are based upon notes in Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical 
Words by W.E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of Bible Words by Stephen D. Renn, Word Studies in the New 
Testament by M.R. Vincent, and Word Pictures in the New Testament by A.T. Robertson.   
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What lies behind the veil? 
 
!?"#*"12*"#(&&(/0"+$"1&&$#"+-*">.(2(+"$?"@-2(,+"+$"2*4$9*"+-*"9*(&#!""#-(3-"-1,"
)*.+"%,"%/'*2"+-*",-1'$#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+8"#-1+"#(&&"#*"?(/'"6*-(/'"+-*"
9*(&`"J-1+"?13+"$?"+-*"41++*2"(,K"_$%"#(&&"?(/'"#-1+*9*2"(+"(,"+-1+"5$%"#1/+"+$"
?(/':"J-*"V%*,+($/"(,K"M-1+"(,"+-*"'*,(2*"$?"5$%2"-*12+"Y"@-2(,+"N(4,*&?8"$2"
,$4*"/*#"1/'"'(??*2*/+",.(2(+%1&"+-(/0,`"""
"
M-*/"#*"&*19*"+-*"-%41/&5",+2%3+%2*'"1/'"$201/(T*'"3-%23-"#$2,-(."
.2$0214,"6*-(/'8"!"#$%&'",15"1&4$,+"1&#15,"(+"?**&,"&()*"$/*"(,"(/"1",.(2(+%1&"
M!FPGRHG>>:"N19(/0"&*?+"W@-2(,+(1/"@(+5X"#(+-"(+,"?%&&Y$26*'".2$0214"$?"
2*&(0($%,"13+(9(+(*,8"+-*2*",**4,"+$"6*"1",+12)"W7%,+"5$%"1/'"a*,%,X"
*/9(2$/4*/+8"#-(3-"(,"13+%1&&5"65"Q$'f,"'*,(0/:#!#"A%+"$/*"#$/'*2,8"WM-1+"
#(&&"!"?(/'"$%+"-*2*"(/"+-*"#(&'*2/*,,"+-1+"(,"+$"2*.&13*"1&&"+-$,*"2*&(0($%,"
13+(9(+(*,`X";01(/8"5$%"#(&&"?(/'"#-1+*9*2"(+"(,"5$%"12*"&$$)(/0"?$2"U"#-1+*9*2"
(,"5$%2"-*12+f,"'*,(2*"U"*(+-*2"@-2(,+"N(4,*&?8"$2"7%,+",$4*"/*#"1/'"'(??*2*/+"
,.(2(+%1&"+-(/0,:";6$%+"e="5*12,"10$"!"#2$+*"1".(*3*"*/+(+&*'"Church in the 

Wilderness:"!+"3$%&'"7%,+"1,"#*&&"6*"+(+&*'"W@-%23-"A*5$/'"+-*"L*(&XK"""

 
534 2 Corinthians 3:14-16 
535 I have teaching notes to a message I have given many times in the past, “The Woman, the Well, and the 
Wilderness”, which contains many insights into God working in our hearts and lives “in the wilderness”. A 
complimentary copy of the notes can be obtained by emailing: AtChristsTable@gmail.com     
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Church in the Wilderness 

 
 

"But what did you go out into the wilderness to see?536 
 
God has a purpose 
in the wilderness. 
He wants His people to SEE 

- “Something Better”.537 
People see what they want to see 

- usually quail.538 
 

“But what did you go out into the wilderness to see?” 
 

Our father of faith “obeyed to GO OUT 
as a sojourner in the land of promise”.539 

It takes faith to see your way through the wilderness. 
 

 
536 Matthew 11:7; Luke 7:24. 
537 Viz. JESUS. The basic theme of the Book of Hebrews is found in the word “better,” in describing the 
superiority of Christ in both His person and His work. Christ provides: • Better revelation. 1:1-2 • Better 
expectation. 6:9 • Better priesthood. 7:7-11, 20-28 • Better hope. 7:19 • Better testament, covenant. 7:22, 8:6 • 
Better promises. 8:6 • Better sacrifices. 8:6 • Better possessions. 10:34 • Better country. 11:16 • Better 
resurrection. 11:35 • Better things. 11:40; 12:24 
538 Exodus 16; Numbers 11. 
539 Hebrews 11:9 
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In the Wilderness of Sin540 – 
“Moses saw Him who is invisible”.541 

 
In the wilderness of Ziph542 – 

those who were “in distress, in debt and discontented” 
saw the difference between Saul and David543 –  

“The Glory of Israel”.544 
 

In the Wilderness of the People545 – 
a remnant saw the restoration of 
“The city which has foundations,  

whose architect and builder is God”.546 
 

In the Wilderness of Judea547 – 
many heard the crying, WENT OUT,  

and saw one decrease and Another increase.548 
 

“But what did you go out into the wilderness to see?” 
 
God always “makes a way in the wilderness”. 
He always “makes rivers in the desert”. 
And He always “does a new thing” in the wilderness.549 
 
 

 
540 Exodus 16-17; Numbers 33-34; Deuteronomy 32:51 
541 Hebrews 11:27 
542 1 Samuel 23:14; 26:1-2 
543 1 Samuel 22:1-2; 23:13; 1 Chronicles 11:15 
544 Micah 1:15 
545 Ezekiel 20:35 Or the wilderness of the "tribe", or "flock", or "congregation".   
546 Hebrews 11:10 
547 Matthew 3:1-3 
548 John 3:30 
549 Isaiah 43:19 
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Yes, when Gomer was allured into the Wilderness of Trouble550, 
she learned to sing a song of Hope to her Husband 
and was betrothed to Him forever in faithfulness.551 
 
So, you have to GO OUT into the wilderness in order to SEE. 
But one of two things will happen: 
You will either SEE JESUS,  
or you will die of leanness, rebellion, or idolatry.  

 
“But what did you go out into the wilderness to see?” 

 

 

 
550 Hosea 2:14-15 Viz. "Achor" which means "Trouble". 
551 Hosea 2:19-20 
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“We would see Jesus” 
John 12:21 

 
“Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith …”552 

"
>$8"#-1+"'$"5$%"-$.*"+$"?(/'"6*5$/'"+-*"9*(&`"]156*"4$2*"1%+-*/+(3"1/'"
(/+(41+*"2*&1+($/,-(.,"(/"+-*"A$'5`"I2"4$2*"?2**'$4"+$"4(/(,+*2"5$%2"
,.(2(+%1&"0(?+,"+$"+-*"A$'5`"I2"1"/*#"#15"$?"W'$(/0"3-%23-X"[#-(3-"(,"13+%1&&5"
$&'\`"I2"(,"(+"4$2*"$?"@-2(,+"N(4,*&?`""
"
J-$,*"$?"%,"#-$"12*"$?"+-*"WI201/(3XkX>(4.&*XkXN$%,*X"3-%23-".*2,%1,($/"
12*".2*'(,.$,*'"+$",15"+-1+"#-1+"&(*,"W6*5$/'"+-*"9*(&X"(,"+-(,"/*#"[$&'\"#15"
$?"W'$(/0"3-%23-X8"/14*&5"A$'5"4(/(,+25"1&1"d"@$2(/+-(1/,"d<Kgn:"
@$/,*V%*/+&58"+-*2*"(,"4%3-"+1&)"16$%+"W+-*"A$'5X"1/'"WI/*";/$+-*2(/0X##!:""
"
A%+"+-*"2*1&(+5"(,"+-(,K"@-2(,+"(,".2*Y2*V%(,(+*"?$2"@-%23-:"M(+-$%+",%??(3(*/+"
2*9*&1+($/"$?"+-*"45,+*25"$?"@-2(,+8"1/'"#(+-$%+"9(+1&"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"@-2(,+8"
1/'"#(+-$%+"1%+-*/+(3"2*?&*3+($/"$?"+-*"3-1213+*2"$?"@-2(,+"[1&&"+-*",+%??"$?"+-*"
H*#"@$9*/1/+\8"#*"-19*"4*2*&5"“a form of religion, contradicting its own 

spirituality”##""Y"+-1+"(,8"#$2,-(.".21D*,"#-(3-"3$/+(/%*"+$"W4(,,"+-*"412)X"
1/'"?1&&",-$2+"$?"+-*"0&$25"$?"Q$'f,"E1++*2/8"#-(3-"(,"@-2(,+"N(4,*&?:"J-*"
1.$,+&*"E1%&",.$)*"$?"6*(/0"16&*"+$"“discern the Body”:###"E2*Y2*V%(,(+*"+$"

 
552 Hebrews 12:2 
553 i.e. Loving one another and building up the Body through the practice of the 58 New Testament injunctions 
of how to relate to one another in the Body of Christ. 
554 2 Timothy 3:5 NASB: “holding to a form of religion, although denying its power” 
555 1 Corinthians 11:29 
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W'(,3*2/(/0"+-*"A$'5X"(,"+$"6*"16&*"+$"WP!>@GRH"JNG"NG;PX:##$"M(+-$%+"
,%??(3(*/+"2*9*&1+($/"$?"@-2(,+8"#*"#(&&"U"$/3*"101(/"U"*/'"%."#(+-"1"6$'5"
#-(3-"(,"/$+"N(,:"@-2(,+"6%(&',"N(,"@-%23-"65"2*9*&1+($/"$?"N(4,*&?:##%"
E*2,$/1&&58"!"14"/$"&$/0*2"(/+*2*,+*'"(/"(/9*,+(/0"(/+$"1"02$%."$?".*$.&*"#-$"
12*"/$+"(/+*2*,+*'"(/"“pressing on to know the Lord”##&"65"(/+*/+($/1&".%2,%(+"
$?"2*9*&1+($/"$?"@-2(,+"(/"+-*",32(.+%2*,"%/'*2"+-*"0%('1/3*"$?"+-*"N$&5"

>.(2(+:##'""""""
"
_*,8"@-2(,+"(,"+-*"E1++*2/"?$2"+-*"N(,"@-%23-#$)8"1/'"#*"12*"+$"“build 

according to the pattern”8#$("6%+"@-2(,+"(,"1&,$"+-*"E1++*2/"?$2"+-*"q(/0'$48"1,"
#*&&:"E*+*2f,"2*9*&1+($/"#1,".2(412(&5"$?"+-*"q(/0"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4:#$*"J-*"
@-%23-"(,"1"#(+/*,,"+$"+-*"q(/0'$48"6%+"(+"(,"+-*"q(/0'$4"#-(3-"32*1+*,"

+-*"@-%23-8"/$+"+-*"$+-*2"#15"12$%/':#$!"J-(,"(,"#-5"+-*"WQ2*1+"

 
556 Cf. my eBook, Christ is Pre-requisite for Church. Request a complimentary copy by emailing 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
557 Matthew 16:15-18 
558 Hosea 6:3 
559 John 5:39-40; 15:26. Cf. my pamphlet, “Doing Church”. To request a complimentary copy, Email: 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
560 Cf. my booklets, “Apostolic Teaching”, “The Foundation of the Church”, “Foundation Stones”, 
Discipleship & The Equipping Ministries”. (Request complimentary copies by writing to: 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com ) 
561 Moses: Exodus 25:8-9, 40; 26:30; Numbers 8:4; Acts 7:44; Hebrews 8:5. David & Solomon: 1 Chronicles 
28:19. Ezekiel 41:17; 43:10-11. Paul: 1 Corinthians 3:10-15.    
562 “The Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:18) was A CRUCIFIED CHRIST. This is what the 
Jews missed. We cannot afford to miss it. D.A. Carson has said that the epitome of God’s wrath and love were 
expressed at the Cross. Wrath poured out on sin, not people. Love not expressed through joy, but through 
suffering. The apostle Paul identified “the wisdom of God” as both Christ and the “word of the Cross”. This is 
the very wisdom God intends to “make know through the church to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places”. (Ephesians 3:10) – Christ and the “word of the Cross” – the Crucified Christ. Cf. My booklets “The 
Cross & The Powers of Darkness” and “Seeing the Kingdom Through the Cross”. (Request complimentary 
copies by writing to: AtChristsTable@gmail.com )  
563 Observe the sequence in Matthew 16:15-19: The revelation of the King and the Kingdom precedes and 
becomes the bedrock of the Church.    
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@$44(,,($/X"#1,"+$"W41)*"'(,3(.&*,X"W$?"+-*")(/0'$4X8#$""/$+"+$".&1/+"

3-%23-*,:"!?"#*"3$/+(/%*"+$"?$3%,"$/"+-*"3-%23-"21+-*2"+-1/"+-*")(/0'$48"
#*"#(&&"3$/+(/%*"-19(/0"1".&*+-$21"$?"W@-2(,+(1/"3&%6,X"1/'"1"'*12+-"$?"
1%+-*/+(3"'(,3(.&*,"$?"@-2(,+:#$#"""
"
F()*#(,*8"+-*"E1++*2/"?$2"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(,"/$+"1",*+"$?".2*,32(.+($/,"
[W&*++*2,X\"#-(3-"#$%&'"'*?(/*"+-*"3$9*/1/+"1/'"(+,"+*24,"$?"$.*21+($/:"J-*"
2*1,$/"+-(,"(,",$"(,"6*31%,*"a*,%,"@-2(,+"!>"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"(/"+-*"
,*/,*"+-1+"N*"N(4,*&?"(,"+-*",%4"$?"1&&"+-*"*&*4*/+,"$?"+-*"3$9*/1/+:"
>.*3(?(31&&5K"N*"(,"+-*"6&$$'",132(?(3*b"N*"(,"+-*"N(0-"E2(*,+"#-$"$??*2,"+-*"
,132(?(3*b"(+"(,"N(,"6&$$'"#-(3-"W3%+,X"+-*"3$9*/1/+b"(+"(,"N(,"'*1+-"#-(3-"
(/1%0%21+*,"+-*"3$9*/1/+b"N*"(,"+-*"]*'(1+$2"$?"+-*"3$9*/1/+b"N*"(,"+-*"
;'9$31+*"#-$"'*3&12*,"+-*"+*24,"$?"+-*"3$9*/1/+:"J-*"3$9*/1/+"(,"(/"
$.*21+($/"(/8"1/'"658"1/'"+-2$%0-"@-2(,+:""
 

 

 
564 Matthew 13:52; 28:20 
565 I realize that in this last paragraph I made a number of statements, each needing an article for further 
development.  
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The Eternal Gospel & Eternal Covenant 
 
“I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and 
kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations.”566 

Isaiah 42:6 
"
!/"+-*"4(',+"$?"+-(,"]*,,(1/(3".2$.-*35"(/"!,1(1-8#$%"#*",**"'(,3&$,*'"+-*"
?13+"+-1+"+-*"B1+-*2"-1,"0(9*/"a*,%,"@-2(,+"1,"1"3$9*/1/+"U",.*3(?(31&&58"
a*,%,"@-2(,+".*2,$/(?(*'"[(/312/1+*'\"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:""
"
;,"#(+-"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+8"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(,"6*+#**/"Q$'"1/'"N(,"
.*$.&*"U"(:*:8"6*+#**/"Q$'"1/'"-%41/"6*(/0,:"A%+"+-*2*"(,"1"'*?(/(/0"
'(??*2*/3*"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+K"!+"(,"1"3$9*/1/+"6*+#**/"Q$'"1/'"-%41/"
6*(/0,8"$/&5"6*31%,*"@-2(,+8"+-*"M$2'8"6*314*"1"-%41/"6*(/0#$&:"M-*/"
?1&&*/"-%41/"6*(/0,"12*"2*0*/*21+*'"1/'"61.+(T*'"(/+$"@-2(,+8"+-*5"12*"+-*/"
[1/'"$/&5"+-*/\"4*46*2,"$?"Q$'f,".*$.&*"U"“the Church, which is His 

Body”#$'8"+-$,*"#-$"“belong to Christ”"1/'"12*"“in Christ”,"1/'"+-*2*?$2*8"
12*"(/3&%'*'"(/"+-*"3$9*/1/+:"A%+8"(/"?13+8"Q$'"'('"/$+"41)*"+-*"3$9*/1/+"
#(+-"%,"U"N*"41'*"+-*"3$9*/1/+"#(+-"N(4,*&?8"(/"1"41//*2"$?",.*1)(/0:"!/"
1/$+-*2"41//*2"$?",.*1)(/0"[(/"1"+2(/(+12(1/"41//*2\"Q$'"41'*"+-*"
3$9*/1/+"#(+-"@-2(,+:"J-(,"3$9*/1/+"#1,"41'*"6*?$2*"+-*"?$%/'1+($/"$?"+-*"
#$2&'"Y"6*?$2*"+-*"32*1+($/"$?"N%41/(+5b"6*?$2*"N%41/(+5f,"?1&&"(/+$",(/b"
6*?$2*"+-*"!/312/1+($/"$?"@-2(,+8"+-*"R*'**4*2b"6*?$2*"+-*"@2$,,8"6*?$2*"+-*"

 
566 Revised Standard Version  
567 Isaiah 42:1-7 
568 John 1:14 
569 Colossians 1:18, 24; Ephesians 5:23, 29; Cf. Ephesians 1:22; 4:12, 15. 
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R*,%22*3+($/"1/'";,3*/,($/:"J-*"3$9*/1/+"#1,"41'*"6*?$2*"+-*"?$%/'1+($/"
$?"+-*"#$2&'"6*31%,*8"+-(,"F146"$?"Q$'8"%/6&*4(,-*'"1/'",.$+&*,,8"#1,"
“known before the foundation of the world”#%):"_*,8"+-*",32(.+%2*,",15"+-1+"1+"
+-*"?$%/'1+($/"$?"+-*"#$2&'8"+-(,"F146"$?"Q$'"-1'"1&2*1'5"6**/",&1(/:#%("
J-(,"(,"$69($%,&5"(/"1",.(2(+%1&",*/,*"U"4*1/(/0"+-1+"Q$'"1/'"@-2(,+"-1'"
41'*"+-(,"3$9*/1/+"(/"*+*2/(+5".1,+:"
"
“And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to 
preach….”572"!?"5$%"#*2*"1#12*"$?"+-1+"9*2,*"(/"R*9*&1+($/"d<Kn8"-19*"5$%"
*9*2"#$/'*2*'"#-1+"+-*"“eternal gospel”"#1,`"!+"(,"*+*2/1&"0$$'"/*#,:"
Q$$'"/*#,"+-1+"(,"/$+"&(4(+*'"+$"+(4*:"Q$$'"/*#,"#-(3-"'('/f+",+12+"(/"+(4*"
1/'"#$/f+"*/'"#(+-"+(4*:"!+f,"0$$'"/*#,"16$%+",$4*+-(/0"#-(3-"#(&&"&1,+"?$2"
*+*2/(+5"?%+%2*:"A%+"(+"(,"1&,$"0$$'"/*#,"16$%+"#-1+"-1..*/*'"(/"*+*2/(+5"
.1,+:"!+"(,"+-*"0$$'"/*#,"16$%+"+-*"3$9*/1/+"#-(3-"#1,"3%+"(/"*+*2/(+5".1,+"U"
(/1%0%21+*'"%.$/"a*,%,f"'*1+-"$/"+-*"@2$,,"U"6%+"3%+"(/"*+*2/(+5".1,+:"M-1+"
(,"31&&*'"W+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+X"(,"1&,$"1/"G+*2/1&"@$9*/1/+:#%!""""""
"
F*+f,"+1)*"1/$+-*2"&$$)"1+"a$-/"dSKdYl:";,"$%2"N(0-"E2(*,+8"a*,%,".215*'"
+-*,*"#$2',"+$"+-*"B1+-*2"Y"1&&"$?"#-(3-"12*"(/"2*?*2*/3*"+$"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"U"+-*"G+*2/1&"@$9*/1/+"Y"#-(3-"N*"-1'"3$4*"+$"(/1%0%21+*K""
!

 
570 1 Peter 1:19-20 
571 Revelation 13:8 
572 Revelation 14:6 
573 The Lord promised that this New Covenant would be “eternal” (Jeremiah 32:40; Ezekiel 37:2627), unlike 
the Old Covenant which He made obsolete (Hebrews 8:13).  
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1“Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You.”  
!

a*,%,",1('8"“The hour has come.”"a*,%,"#1,"16$%+"+$"0$"+$"+-*"@2$,,"U"+-*"
1&+12"%.$/"#-(3-"+-*"F146"$?"Q$'"#$%&'"3%+"+-*"3$9*/1/+"#(+-"+-*"B1+-*2:"
a*,%,"2*?*22*'"+$"+-(,",*&?Y'*/5(/0",132(?(3*"$?"&$9*"1,"W0&$25X:"J-*"1.$,+&*"
E1%&"2*.*1+*'&5",1('"+-1+"+-*"W0&$25X"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+">ORE;>>GP"+-*"
W0&$25X"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+:#%""J-1+"W0&$25X"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(,"+-*"
@2%3(?(*'"@-2(,+"Y"+-*"#(,'$4"1/'"+-*".$#*2"$?"Q$':#%#";,"#*"%/9*(&"@-2(,+"
1,"+-*"E1++*2/8"(+"(,"16,$&%+*&5"*,,*/+(1&"+$"%/'*2,+1/'"+-1+"Q$'f,"@-2(,+"(,"

1"@RO@!B!GP"@-2(,+8"?$2"+-(,"(,"1/"*,,*/+(1&"1,.*3+"$?"+-*"E1++*2/"$?"+-*"

H*#"@$9*/1/+:#%$""
""""
2 “Even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given 
Him, He may give eternal life.”  
"
J$"0(9*"*+*2/1&"&(?*"U"+-(,"(,"#-5"a*,%,"314*"U"+-(,"(,"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"U"+$"0(9*"Q$'f,".*$.&*"+-*"&(?*"$?"+-*"G+*2/1&"I/*"[T$*\:""
"
3 “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom You have sent.” 

 
574 2 Corinthians 3:7-11 
575 1 Corinthians 1:18, 24, Cf. 30; Cf. Ephesians 3:9-11.  
576 The scope of this essay cannot contain a treatment of the Message and the Way of the Cross. But I have written of these things in 
detail in other essays: “The Way of the Cross”, “Seeing the Kingdom Through the Cross”, “Who Is This King of Glory?”, “Death 
Activates Life”, “God-Centeredness”, and “The Cross & the Powers of Darkness”. Complimentary copies of these essays can be 
obtained by Emailing: AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
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WG+*2/1&"&(?*X"(,"1"#$/'*2$%,",%67*3+b"6%+"-*2*"a*,%,",%4412(T*,"+-*"
4*1/(/0"1,"qHIM!HQ"QIP:"J-(,"(,"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"U"
JI"qHIM"QIP#%%8"#-(3-"#*"#(&&",-$2+&5"'(,3%,,"(/"4$2*"'*+1(&:""""
 
4 “I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given 
Me to do.” 
"
a*,%,"-1'"/$+"5*+"1,3*/'*'b"6%+"(/"a$-/"dSKdd"N*",1('8"“I am no longer in 

the world.”"!/"+-*",14*"#158"N*",.$)*"$?"N(,"#$2)"-19(/0"6**/"
133$4.&(,-*'"*9*/"+-$%0-"N*"-1'"/$+"5*+"6**/".-5,(31&&5"32%3(?(*'8"6%2(*'8"
2*,%22*3+*'8"1/'"1,3*/'*':"J-*"#$2)"+-*"B1+-*2"-1'"0(9*/"N(4"+$"'$"
*,+16&(,-*'"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"#-(3-"N*"(/1%0%21+*'"#(+-"N(,"6&$$'"1/'"
N(,"'*1+-"%.$/"+-*"@2$,,#%&:"
"""
5 “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with 
You before the world was.” 
"
;01(/8"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"Y"6*+#**/"+-*"B1+-*2"1/'"@-2(,+"Y"#1,"3%+"6*?$2*"
+-*"?$%/'1+($/"$?"+-*"#$2&'8"(/"*+*2/(+5".1,+"U"+-*2*?$2*8"#*"-19*"1/"W*+*2/1&"
0$,.*&X:#%'"

 
577 Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 8:8-12; Cf. Jeremiah 9:23-24. 
578 Hebrews 9:15-22 
579 F.B. Meyer on Revelation 14:6: “Notice the phrase, the everlasting gospel, Revelation 14:6. In other words, 
the gospel of the grace of God is no expedient brought in to patch up a program which has been seriously 
spoiled; it is as old as eternity and brings to men eternal joy, and peace, and hope.” 
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Christ, the Pattern 
 
J$"'(,3*2/"+-*"45,+*25"$?"@-2(,+"4$2*"?%&&58"#*"4%,+"-19*"2*9*&1+($/"$?"N(4"
1,"+-*"E1++*2/"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"6*31%,*"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(,"1&&"16$%+"
@-2(,+:"J-(,"(,"+-*",%67*3+"41++*2"$?"+-(,"12+(3&*:""
"
“Consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession.”580  
 
“In these last days (God) has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of 
all things, through whom also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His 
glory and the exact representation of His nature and upholds all things by the word 
of His power.”581  
 
“For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him.”582  
 
WGodfs mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge^. For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily 

form.X583  
 
Christ is God’s ALL - He is the Pattern for “the fulness of God”584.  
"
J-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"#2$+*"+-1+"(/"@-2(,+"'#*&&,"+-*"“fulness”.#&#"J-*"“fulness”"$?"
#-1+"$2"$?"#-$4`"E1%&"*D.&1(/,"+-1+"(+"(,"+-*"“fullness of God”#&$"Y"+-1+"(,8"1&&"

 
580 Hebrews 3:1 
581 Hebrews 1:2-3a 
582 Colossians 1:19 
583 Colossians 2:2b-3, 9 
584 Greek: pleroma, Strong’s # 4138, meaning that which fills to completion, i.e. “all”.  
585 Colossians 1:19 
586 Colossians 2:9 
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+-1+"Q$'"(,8"1/'"1&&"+-1+"Q$'",15,8"1/'"1&&"+-1+"Q$'"'$*,8"1/'"1&&"+-1+"Q$'"
-1,"+$"0(9*:"J-*"+(+&*"[1/'"+-*"+-*4*\"$?"1"#$/'*2?%&"&(++&*"6$$)"#2(++*/"65"
M1+3-41/"H**",15,"(+"#*&&K"W@-2(,+8"+-*">%4"$?";&&">.(2(+%1&"J-(/0,X:"Q$'"
-1,/f+"0(9*/"%,"1"/%46*2"$?",.(2(+%1&"W3$44$'(+(*,X"U"N*"-1,"0(9*/"%,"1"
E*2,$/:"!?"5$%"-19*"@-2(,+8"5$%"-19*"1&&"+-1+"Q$'"-1,"+$"0(9*:#&%""
"
!,"(+".$,,(6&*"+$",%4412(T*"1&&"+-1+"Q$'"-1,"0(9*/"(/"@-2(,+`"!,"(+".$,,(6&*"+$"
,%4412(T*"1&&"+-1+"a*,%,"314*"+$"0(9*`"J-*2*"12*"/%4*2$%,".&13*,"(/"+-*"
0$,.*&,"#-*2*"a*,%,"1//$%/3*'"+-1+"N*"-1'"3$4*"?$2"912($%,"2*1,$/,:#&&"
!,"+-*2*"$/*"2*1,$/"+-1+"415"6*"+-*",%4"$?"1&&`""""""
"
!"6*&(*9*"a*,%,"#1,",%4412(T(/0"N(,"&(?*"1/'"4(/(,+25"$/"*12+-"#-*/"N*"
#1,",.*1)(/0"+$"+-*"B1+-*2"(/"#-1+"#*"31&&"N(,"WN(0-"E2(*,+&5"E215*2X"(/"
a$-/"dSK"
 
“Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, 2 even as You gave 
Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give 
eternal life. 3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 I glorified You on the earth, having 
accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. 5 Now, Father, glorify 

 
587 On the same theme, I would recommend a great article by A.B. Simpson, “Himself”. 
http://www.atchriststable.org/himself.html  
588 Numerous places in the gospels Jesus announced that He had come for various reasons: “to fulfill the law”, 
Matthew 5:17; “to bring a sword (of division)”, Matthew 10:34; “to serve”, Mark 10:45; “to start a fire on the 
earth”, Luke 12:49; “to seek and save the lost”, Luke 19:10; “to do the will of the Father”, John 6:38; “to give 
light”, John 12:46; “to bear witness to the truth”, John 18:37.  
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Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the 
world was.” 
"
;&&"+-1+"+-*"B1+-*2"1/'"@-2(,+"-1'"(/"+-*(2"-*12+"1/'"4(/'"?$2"+-*"2*'*4.+($/"
$?"N%41/(+5"3$%&'"6*",%4412(T*'"1,"0(9(/0"[$2"6*++*28"2*,+$2(/0\"*+*2/1&"
&(?*:"a*,%,",1('K"“I came that they may have life and have it fully.”589"!/"$/*"$?"
-(,"*.(,+&*,8"+-*"1.$,+&*"a$-/"#2$+*K"“He who has the Son, has the life.”590"a%,+"
1,"“God is love.”591,"Q$'"(,"&(?*:"!44$2+1&(+5"Y"*+*2/1&"&(?*"Y"(,"+-*"&(?*"$?"+-*"
G+*2/1&"I/*"U"#(+-$%+"6*0(//(/0"1/'"#(+-$%+"*/':"J-(,")(/'"$?"&(?*"(,"$/&5"
191(&16&*"(/"Q$'8#'*"+-2$%0-"?1(+-"(/"@-2(,+:"J-(,"&(?*"(,"(/,*.1216&*"?2$4"Q$'8"
4*1/(/0"(+"(,"/$+"1"W,.(2(+%1&"3$44$'(+5Xb"(+"(,"+-*"E*2,$/"$?"@-2(,+"N(4,*&?:"
“He who has593 the Son, has the life.”#'""""
""
a*,%,"'*?(/*'"+-(,"W*+*2/1&"&(?*X"1,"“knowing595 the only true God and Jesus 

Christ”:"!/'**'8"a*,%,"*D.&1(/*'"+-1+")/$#(/0"N(4"#1,")/$#(/0"+-*"
B1+-*28"?$2"N*"-1'"3$4*"+$"2*9*1&"+-*"B1+-*2:#'$"a*,%,"(,"$%2"E1++*2/"?$2"
)/$#(/0"Q$'8"1/'"+-*2*?$2*"+-*"E1++*2/"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"M-1+"
#$%&'"-*&."+-1+"&1,+",+1+*4*/+"6*"4$2*"3$/9(/3(/0`"B(2,+&58"1"62(*?"

 
589 John 10:10b. “life”: Not “bios”, Strong’s #979, biological life; but “zoe”, Strong’s # 2222, spiritual life. See 
further definition and distinction in Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, p. 367.     
590 1 John 5:12 
591 1 John 4:8 
592 1 Timothy 1:17 & 6:16. i.e. Man is not created as an immortal being. Eternal life must be received from God 
through faith in Christ. 
593 “has”: Greek: echo, Strong’s # 2192, taken hold of, taken possession of (through faith).  
594 1 John 5:12 
595 “know”: (Greek) ginosko, Strong’s # 1097, to know absolutely, to perceive and understand by means of a 
relationship, even an intimate relationship (e.g., between a man and a woman). 
596 Matthew 11:27; John 1:18; 14:9. 
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*D.&1/1+($/"$?"+-*"*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:";/'",*3$/'&58"1"62(*?"
*D.&1/1+($/"$?"-$#"a*,%,"#1,"1"E1++*2/"?$2")/$#(/0"Q$':""

!

!
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What is the New Covenant All About? 
 
M-1+"(,"+-*"*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+`"J-*"4$,+",(0/(?(31/+",32(.+%21&"
2*?*2*/3*"+$"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(,"a*2*4(1-"edKedYe<:"!+,",(0/(?(31/3*"(,"
1++*,+*'"+$"(/"+-1+"+-*"#2(+*2"+$"+-*"N*62*#,8"#-$"#1,"?$3%,*'"$/"
'(,+(/0%(,-(/0"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"?2$4"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+8"3-$,*"+$"V%$+*"
a*2*4(1-"9*261+(4"(/"N*62*#,"cKcYdg:"F*+f,"&$$)"+-*".1,,10*"(/"+-*"
;4.&(?(*'"A(6&*"+21/,&1+($/K"""
8 “However, God finds fault with them597 [showing its inadequacy] when He says, 
“Behold, the days will come, says the Lord, when I will make and ratify a new 
covenant with the house of Israel598 and with the house of Judah599; 9 not like the 
covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of the land of Egypt; for they did not abide in My covenant, and so I 
withdrew My favor and disregarded them, says the Lord. 10 “For this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
imprint My laws upon their minds [even upon their innermost thoughts and 
understanding], and engrave them upon their hearts [effecting their regeneration]. 
And I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 11 “And it will not 
be [necessary] for each one to teach his fellow citizen, or each one his brother, 
saying, ‘Know [by experience, have knowledge of] the Lord,’ for all will know [by 
experience and have knowledge of] Me, from the least to the greatest of them. 12 “For 
I will be merciful and gracious toward their wickedness, and I will remember their 
sins no more.” 

!"-19*"%/'*2&(/*'"16$9*"+-*"+#$"417$2"1,.*3+,"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+$))K"

 
597 “them”: Israel and the Old Covenant 
598 The Northern kingdom when the nation was divided. 
599 The Southern kingdom when the nation was divided.  
600 There is a third aspect which I will refer to from Ezekiel 36:26-27.   
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d\ Q$'"(4.2(/+,"N(,"&1#"%.$/"+-*"4(/',"1/'"*/0219*,"(+"%.$/"+-*"
-*12+,"$?"H*#"@$9*/1/+".*$.&*:$)("

g\ H*#"@$9*/1/+".*$.&*"1&&")/$#"+-*"F$2'"[/14*&58"-19*"*D.*2(*/+(1&"
)/$#&*'0*"$?"Q$'"+-2$%0-"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"N(4\:$)*"

"
J-*"+-(2'"1,.*3+"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#*"?(/'"(/"GT*)(*&"enKgnYgSK""
26 “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will 
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put 
My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful 
to observe My ordinances.” 
"
e\ H*#"@$9*/1/+".*$.&*"-19*"1"/*#"-*12+"#-(3-"31%,*,"+-*4"+$"'*,(2*"
+$"6*"$6*'(*/+"+$"Q$'8"1/'"1"/*#",.(2(+"#-(3-"*4.$#*2,"+-*4"+$"6*"
.&*1,(/0"+$"Q$':"J-*5"-19*"W2*3*(9*'"+-*">.(2(+"$?"@-2(,+X"1/'"12*"W&*'"
65"+-*">.(2(+X:$)!""

"

 
601 Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 8:10; 10:16 
602 Jeremiah 31:34; Hebrews 8:11; Cf. Jeremiah 9:23-24; Isaiah 54:13; John 12:32 
603 Romans 8:9-10, 14; Cf. John 6:63; 2 Corinthians 3:6 
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Seeing from God’s Point of View 
 
“We are asking God that you may see things, as it were, from his point of view by 
being given spiritual insight and understanding.”  

Colossians 1:9, J.B. Phillips Translation  
 
“God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks at the heart." 1 Samuel 16:7 
"

Q$'f,".$(/+"$?"9(*#"(,".2(412(&5"(/+*2/1&"U"/$+"*D+*2/1&:"Q$'"3$/,('*2,"+-*"
-*12+"U"/$+"*D+*2/1&"13+(9(+(*,:"B2$4"Q$'f,".$(/+"$?"9(*#8"#-1+"'$*,"(+"4*1/"
+$"6*"+21/,?$24*'"1/'"3$/?$24*'"+$"+-*"(410*"$?"@-2(,+`"M*&&8"(+"-1,"4$2*"
+$"'$"#(+-"6*(/0"+-1/"'$(/0"U"&*,,"+$"'$"#(+-"'$(/0".2*,32(6*'"13+(9(+(*,8"1/'"
4$2*"+$"'$"#(+-"6*(/0"&()*"a*,%,"(/"/1+%2*"1/'"3-1213+*2:"[P$(/0"/1+%21&&5"
?$&&$#,"6*(/0:\""
"
B2$4"Q$'f,".$(/+"$?"9(*#8"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+8"(+,"W&*++*2,X8"1/'"+-*"#15"(+"
$.*21+*'"[*D+*2/1&&5\"#1,"(/1'*V%1+*$)""[*D3*.+"+$"2*9*1&",(/\$)#:";/'"?2$4"
Q$'f,".$(/+"$?"9(*#8"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"+-*"F1#"$?"@-2(,+"'(2*3+*'"65"+-*"
>.(2(+"8"1/'"+-*"#15"(+"$.*21+*,"[(/+*2/1&&5\8"(,".*2?*3+"[3$4.&*+*\"U"1/'"
2*9*1&,",(/"(/"1"4%3-"'**.*2"#15$)$:"!/"$2'*2"+$"+2%&5",**"1/'"%/'*2,+1/'"
a*,%,"1,"$%2"E1++*2/8"#*"4%,+",**"1/'"%/'*2,+1/'"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"?2$4"

 
604 Romans 8:2-4; Hebrews 7:18 
605 Romans 7:7 
606 Matthew 5:27-48. I have found that the Holy Spirit intentionally reveals my sin at levels deeper than my 
mere external misdemeanors. He patiently reveals implications and ramifications of my attitudes and actions, 
which I naturally would not have considered. This revelation process does not lead to a sense of condemnation, 
but rather a fuller appreciation of God’s perspective on sin – viz. “hating the sin and loving the sinner”.  
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Q$'f,".$(/+"$?"9(*#"U",.*3(?(31&&58"+-*"#15"(+"$.*21+*,"U"+-1+"(,"(/+*2/1&&58"1,"
'(2*3+*'"65"+-*">.(2(+:"!"6*&(*9*"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"6*01/"+$"*D.&1(/"+-(,"(/"g"
@$2(/+-(1/,"eKgYnK"
!

2 “You are our letter, written in our hearts, known, and read by all men; 3a “being 
manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us.”  

"

N*2*8"E1%&"(,",+1+(/0"Q$'f,"31&&(/0"1/'".%2.$,*"?$2"N(,".*$.&*"(/"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+K"J$"6*"1"-%41/"W&*++*2X$)%8"1/"*.(,+&*"$?"@-2(,+8"+$"6*")/$#/"
1/'"41/(?*,+*'"+$"$+-*2,:"J-(,"*.(,+&*"$?"@-2(,+"(,",$4*+-(/0"(/+*2/1&"U"+-1+"
(,8"#2(++*/"$/"-*12+,"U",$4*+-(/0"$?"@-2(,+f,"/1+%2*"1/'"3-1213+*2"#-(3-"(,"
3$44%/(31+*'"+$"$+-*2,:"J-(,"-%41/"W&*++*2X"(,"/$+"1/"(/,+2%3+($/"$/"1",*+"$?"
.2*,32(6*'"*D+*2/1&"13+(9(+(*,:"

!

3b “Written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of 
stone but on tablets of human hearts.” 

 

J-(,"*.(,+&*"$?"@-2(,+8"W#2(++*/X"$/"-*12+,8"(,",$4*+-(/0"#-(3-"31/"$/&5"6*"

1%+-$2*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"$?"+-*"F(9(/0"Q$':"J-(,"(,"+2%*"6*31%,*"a*,%,",1('K"
“No one knows the Son except the Father”.$)& !/"F%)*"d=Kgg8"+-*"Q2**)"9*26"
0(/$,)$$)'"(,"%,*'"4*1/(/0")/$#,"65"*D.*2(*/3*:"]1++-*#"ddKdS8"+-*"
Q2**)"#$2'"*.(0(/$,)$$()"(,"%,*'"4*1/(/0"?%&&5")/$#,:";/'"]1++-*#"dnKdS8"

 
607 Greek: epistole, Strong’s # 1992, a literary correspondence. (Not a letter of the alphabet).   
608 Matthew 11:27; Luke 10:22 
609 Strong’s # 1097 
610 Strong’s # 1921 
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a*,%,"(/'(31+*'"+-1+"+-*"B1+-*2"(,"+-*"I/*"#-$"2*9*1&,"+-*">$/:">$8"$/&5"+-*"
>.(2(+"$?"+-*"F(9(/0"Q$'"31/"W#2(+*X"+-(,"*.(,+&*"$?"@-2(,+"U"1/'"#2(+*"(+"$/"
-%41/"-*12+,:"J-(,".2$3*,,"(,"(/"1"'(??*2*/+"31+*0$25"?2$4"#2(+(/0"#(+-"(/)"$/"
.1.*2"U"?$2"+#$"2*1,$/,K""
"

B(2,+&58"#-1+"(,"3$44%/(31+*'"+$"1/'"+-2$%0-"+-*"-*12+"(,"/$+"+-1+"#-(3-"31/"
6*"W31.+%2*'X"[3$/+1(/*'\"#(+-"(/)"$/".1.*2:"M*"31/"1++*4.+"+$"'*,32(6*"
#(+-"#$2',"$?"-%41/"&1/0%10*"+-1+"#-(3-"(,"6*(/0"3$44%/(31+*'"65"+-*"
>.(2(+"$?"+-*"F(9(/0"Q$':"!/"?13+8"+-(,"(,"1"/*3*,,125"1/'"#$2+-#-(&*"*D*23(,*"
?$2"%,"-%41/"6*(/0,"+$"*/010*"(/"U"9(T:"+-*$&$058"+-*",+%'5"$?"Q$':"A%+"
-%41/"#$2',"#2(++*/"#(+-"(/)"$/".1.*2"31//$+"3$44%/(31+*"+-*"?%&&"
)/$#&*'0*"$?"#-1+"(,"6*(/0"#2(++*/"$/"-*12+,"65"+-*">.(2(+"$?"+-*"F(9(/0"Q$'8"
#-(3-"N*"'*,(2*,"+$"3$44%/(31+*"+$"$+-*2,:"J-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"
,.*1)"$?")/$#&*'0*$(("Y"+-1+"#-(3-"(,")/$#/"+-2$%0-"4*/+1&"
3$4.2*-*/,($/8"1/'"?%&&")/$#&*'0*$(*"Y"+-1+"#-(3-"(,")/$#/"+-2$%0-"&(?*"
*D.*2(*/3*:"J-(,"(,"Q$'f,",+1/'12'"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"U"+$",.*1)"
+-2$%0-"N(,">$/8"1/'"1&,$"+-2$%0-"*13-"4*46*2"$?"N(,"6$'5$(!"Y"+-1+"(,8"

+$",.*1)"JNRIOQN"F!BG8"1/'"/$+"7%,+"+-2$%0-"W&*++*2,X:""""""""""

"

 
611 Greek: gnosis, Strong’s # 1108. Ibid, Vine: knowledge of an object “as an enquiry, investigation”. Ibid, Renn: “concerned primarily 
with human knowledge”.  
612 Greek: epignosis, Strong’s # 1922. Ibid, Vine: “a strengthened form of gnosis, expressing a fuller knowledge, a greater 
participation by the ‘knower’ in the object known’. Ibid, Renn: “knowledge of moral and ethical values, intimate acquaintance with of 
God”.  
613 No one person can contain or fully communicate Christ in His fullness. Romans 12:3  
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>*3$/'&58"+-(,"&(9(/0"*.(,+&*"$?"@-2(,+"31//$+"6*"W31.+%2*'X"[3$/+1(/*'\"(/"+-*"
#2(+(/0"$?"-%41/"#$2',"#(+-"(/)"$/".1.*28"6*31%,*"+-*"2*9*&1+($/"$?"+-*"
45,+*25"$?"@-2(,+"(,"(/?(/(+*"1/'8"+-*2*?$2*8"W%/,*123-16&*X"$2"
W%/?1+-$416&*X:$(""J-(,"(,"/$+"+$",15"+-1+"+-*"@1/$/"$?",32(.+%2*"'$*,"/$+"
3$/+1(/"+-*"?%&&"2*9*&1+($/"$?"@-2(,+:$(#"R1+-*28"+-(,"(,"+$",15"+-1+"#*"/**'"U"
1/'"Q$'"'*,(2*,"Y"+$"-19*"1"&(9(/0"*D14.&*"$?"+-*"?%&&",.*3+2%4"$?"1&&"+-*"
912($%,"1,.*3+,"$?"@-2(,+"41/(?*,+*'"+-2$%0-"-%41/"&(9*,"1/'"-%41/"
*D.*2(*/3*"(/"$2'*2"+$"?%&&5"%/'*2,+1/'$($"+-*"?%&&"4*1/(/0"$?"9*25"#$2',"+-*"
N$&5">.(2(+"(/,.(2*'"+-*"#2(+*2,"$?"+-*",32(.+%2*,"+$"#2(+*"#(+-"(/)"$/".1.*2:"
J-(,"(,"1"W&(9(/0"*.(,+&*X"$?"@-2(,+:"J-*"E2$+$+5.*"$?"W&(9(/0"*.(,+&*,X"(,"@-2(,+"
(/"N(,"(/312/1+($/"+-2$%0-"a*,%,"$?"H1T12*+-"U"a*,%,"(,"$%2"E1++*2/:"""

"""""""
4 “Such confidence we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are adequate 
in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is 
from God617, 6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the 
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”  

2 Corinthians 3:4-6 
"
J-*"&1#"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+",%2.1,,*,$(&"+-*"&1#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+:$('"
J-*"]$,1(3"&1#"$?"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+"3$%&'"6*"#2(++*/"(/"W&*++*2,X"31.+%2*'"
[3$/+1(/*'\"$/"+16&*+,"$?",+$/*:"J-*"F1#"$?"@-2(,+"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(,"
W$?"+-*">.(2(+X"1/'"W#2(++*/"$/"-*12+,X:"A*31%,*"$?"(+,"(/+*2/1&"/1+%2*8"(/"

 
614 Ephesians 3:8. Greek: anexeraunetos, Strong’s # 419. 
615 There are many who would say that – I think they call themselves “deconstructionists”. But I am not one of them. 
616 This is in reference to understanding which comes through nothing less than divine revelation by the Holy Spirit. 
617 Cf. 2 Corinthians 4:7-12. 
618 “Better” is a key word found a number of times in the Letter to the Hebrews, an epistle which compares the New Covenant with the 
Old and describes the New to be “better than” the Old in every way.    
619 Matthew 5:20; 2 Corinthians 3:7-11; Hebrews 8:6-7. 
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$2'*2"+$"#1&)"(/"+-*"F1#"$?"@-2(,+8"$/*"4%,+"W2*3*(9*"+-*">.(2(+"$?"@-2(,+X$*)8"
6*"W6$2/"$?"+-*">.(2(+X$*(8"1/'"6*"W&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+X$**:";%+-$2"@-12&*,"F*(+*2"
.%+"(+"+-(,"#15K"WJ-*"F1#"$?"@-2(,+"(,"1,"(/*D-1%,+(6&*"1,"+-*"E*2,$/"$?"
@-2(,+"N(4,*&?:"J$"r&$9*"1,"@-2(,+"&$9*'f$*!"(,"+$$".*/*+21+(/0"$?"1"

,+1/'12'"+$"6*"*D-1%,+(9*&5"3$/9*5*'"65"1/5"?(/(+*"&(,+"$?"2%&*,:X$*""
""""
J-*")*5"+$"#1&)(/0"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(,"/$+"+25(/0"+$"'$"#-1+"a*,%,"'('8"
6%+",%22*/'*2(/0"+$"6*"#-1+"a*,%,"(,"&()*:"!+"(,"/$+"16$%+"'$(/0".2*,32(6*'"
13+(9(+(*,b"(+f,"16$%+"6*(/0"&()*"a*,%,"(/"/1+%2*"1/'"3-1213+*2:"M*"31/"'$"
#-1+"a*,%,"'('"#(+-$%+"6*(/0"&()*"N(4:"A%+"(?"#*"12*"&()*"N(48"#*"#(&&"
/1+%21&&5"'$"#-1+"N*"'(':""
"
J-(,"(,"HIJ"+$",15"+-1+"1&&"$?"+-*"3$441/'4*/+,"#2(++*/"(/"+-*"H*#"
J*,+14*/+$*#8"(/3&%'(/0"1&&"$?"+-*"F$2'f,"3$441/'4*/+,"#2(++*/"(/"+-*"
0$,.*&,$*$"12*"$?"/$"91&%*:"J-1+"#-(3-"(,"W#2(++*/"#(+-"(/)"$/".1.*2X8",(/3*"(+"
(,"(/,.(2*'"65"Q$'8"(,"+$"6*"-*&'"(/"%+4$,+"*,+**4:";,"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&",1('8"
“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable627 for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness”.628"A%+8"E1%&"1&,$",1('"(+"(,"$?"W/$"
91&%*X"1,"W+-*"&*++*2"$?"+-*"&1#X"+$"6*"133$4.&(,-*'"+-2$%0-"+-*",*&?Y*??$2+"$?"

 
620 Romans 8:9-10 
621 John 3:3-6 
622 Romans 8:14 
623 John 13:34 
624 “The Law of Christ”, Charles Leiter, p. 181. 
625 For example, the “One Anothers”. 
626 For example, the “Sermon on the Mount” and all the other written references to the “Law of Christ”.   
627 Greek: ophelimos, Strong’s # 5624, helpful, beneficial 
628 2 Timothy 3:16 
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+-*"?&*,-:$*'"!+"(,"(4.$2+1/+"+$"%/'*2,+1/'"+-1+"6*(/0"W&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+X"
(/3&%'*,"2*1'(/08",+%'5(/0"1/'"2*?&*3+(/0"$/"+-1+"#-(3-"(,"W#2(++*/"#(+-"(/)"

$/".1.*2X8"6*31%,*"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+".2(412(&5"%,*,"+-*",32(.+%2*,8"#-(3-"

N*"(/,.(2*'8"+$"+*13-8"2*.2$9*8"3$22*3+8"1/'"+21(/"'(,3(.&*,"$?"@-2(,+"(/"+-*"

W&1#"$?"+-*">.(2(+"$?"&(?*"(/"@-2(,+"a*,%,X$!)K"J-*"N$&5">.(2(+"(,"3$/+(/%1&&5"
0(9(/0"%,"4$2*"1/'"'**.*2"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"+-*",32(.+%2*,"Y"1,"#*"2*1'"+-*"
,14*"9*2,*,"?2$4"+(4*"+$"+(4*"(/"'(??*2*/+"&(?*",(+%1+($/,8"N*"0(9*,"4$2*"1/'"
'**.*2"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"+-*"9*25",14*"9*2,*,:"""""
"
“For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did631: 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He 
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in 
us, who do not walk according to the flesh (and according to “the letter”) but 
according to the Spirit.”632“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there 
is no law.”633  
"
WJ-*"?2%(+"$?"+-*">.(2(+X8"1,"#*&&"1,"W+-*"A*1+(+%'*,X8$!""12*"*D14.&*,"$?"+-*"
1++2(6%+*,"$?"@-2(,+f,"/1+%2*"1/'"3-1213+*2:">$"101(/8"(?"#*"6*3$4*"&()*"N(48"
#*"#(&&"[,%.*2\/1+%21&&5"'$"#-1+"N*"'(':"M-1+"(,"W#2(++*/"#(+-"(/)"$/".1.*2X"U"
W+-*"&*++*2X8",$"+$",.*1)"Y"(,"1"'*,32(.+($/"$?"#-1+"N*"(,"&()*:"A%+"+-*".$#*2"+$"

 
629 Colossians 2:20-23. “no value” - Greek: time, Strong’s 5092, in this case: of no spiritual value, or of no 
spiritual efficacy, usefulness, effectiveness.   
630 Romans 8:2 
631 And continues to do through the Spirit. 
632 Romans 8:3-4. 
633 Galatians 5:22-23. 
634 Matthew 5:3-11. 
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6*"#-1+"N*"(,"&()*"1/'"'$"#-1+"N*"'('"(,8"/$+"$?"W+-*"&*++*2X8"6%+"WIB"JNG"

>E!R!JX:"""""
"

M-1+"a*,%,"(,"&()*"31//$+"6*"+$+1&&5"31.+%2*'"(/"W+-*"&*++*2X:"M-*/"Q$'"
2*9*1&,"1/"1,.*3+"$?"@-2(,+"[+-2$%0-"+-*",32(.+%2*,"1/'"+-*">.(2(+\8"#*"31/"
1++*4.+"+$"3$44%/(31+*"(+"+-2$%0-"W&*++*2,X"[#2(+(/0"4*,,10*,\b"6%+"#*"#(&&"
/*9*2"6*"16&*"+$"2*3$2'"1&&"$?"@-2(,+:"N*"31//$+"6*"3$/+1(/*'"(/"W#2(++*/"
&*++*2,X:"N*"(,"+$"6*"3$44%/(31+*'"+-2$%0-"W&(9(/0"&*++*2,X"U"+-2$%0-"-%41/"
6*(/0,"Y"7%,+"1,"a*,%,"$?"H1T12*+-"3$44%/(31+*'"+-*"B1+-*2:$!#"I?"
3$%2,*8"$/&5"W+-*"$/&5"6*0$++*/">$/X$!$"(,"Wthe exact representation”"$?"Q$':$!%"
N%41/"6*(/0,"31/"$/&5"RGBFG@J"+-*"0&$25"$?"+-*"F$2':""
"
J-*"#2(+*2"+$"+-*"N*62*#,8"#-$",$"3$4.&*+*&5"3$/+21,+*'"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"
#(+-"+-*"I&'8"$.*/*'"-(,"&*++*2"#(+-"+-*,*"#$2',K""
“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in 
many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son.”638 a*,%,"(,"+$"6*"
3$44%/(31+*'8"/$+"+-2$%0-".2*,32(6*'"13+(9(+(*,"#-(3-"31/"6*"#2(++*/"'$#/"
(/"1"&(,+"$/",+$/*"+16&*+,8"6%+"+-2$%0-"5$%"1/'"!"U"W&(9(/0"&*++*2,X$!'8"W&(9(/0"
,+$/*,X$")8"W-%41/"&*++*2,X:"J-(,"(,"Q$'f,".%2.$,*"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:""""

 
635 John 1:18. Greek: exegeomai, Strong’s # 1834. Vine: “to unfold in teaching, to declare by making known”. 
Vincent: “to draw out in narrative, to relate in full, interpret, translate, thus, exegesis, interpret, explain”.  
636 John 1:14 
637 Hebrews 1:3 
638 Hebrews 1:1-2 
639 The heading for 2 Corinthians 2:1-3 in the Holman Christian Standard Bible. 
640 1 Peter 2:5 
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His Image, Our Pattern  
 
;&$/0"#(+-"N(,"'*1+-8"a*,%,f"&(?*"(,"1&,$"(/3&%'*'"(/"Q$'f,".&1/"$?"
2*'*4.+($/:"a*,%,f"&(?*"$/"*12+-"019*"%,"+-*".1++*2/"?$2")/$#(/0"Q$'8"1/'"
&(9(/0"(/"3$44%/($/"#(+-"N(48"+-%,"2*,+$2(/0"*+*2/1&"&(?*:$"(";/'"(+"(,"Q$'f,"
H*#"@$9*/1/+".2$4(,*"+-1+"+-*".$#*2"$?"N(,"2*,%22*3+($/"&(?*"#(&&"*/16&*"%,"
+$"#1&)"133$2'(/0"+$"+-(,".1++*2/:$"*"J-(,".1++*2/"'$*,"/$+".12+(3%&12&5"
3$/,(,+"$?"+-*".213+(3*"$?".2*,32(6*'"2*&(0($%,"13+(9(+(*,"U"6%+"21+-*28"-$#"
a*,%,"2*&1+*'"+$"1/'"#1&)*'"#(+-"+-*"B1+-*2:"J-(,"(,"#-1+"a*,%,"#1,"
3$44%/(31+(/0"#-*/"N*",1('K"“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one 

comes to the Father but through Me.”$"!"J-$,*"12*"9*25"62$1'"31+*0$2(*,"
a*,%,"%,*'"U"+-*"M158"+-*"J2%+-8"1/'"+-*"F(?*"U"6%+"1&&"2*?*2"+$"1"021/'"
2*,+$21+($/"Y"1"2*,+$21+($/"#(+-"2*012',"+$"#1&)(/0"(/"3$44%/($/"#(+-"Q$'"
1/'"2*?&*3+(/0"+-*"(410*"$?"Q$':"M-(&*"#*"#1/+"+$"'$"#-1+"N*"'('8"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+"(,"/$+"16$%+".213+(3(/0".2*,32(6*'"13+(9(+(*,:"!+"(,"16$%+"&(9(/0"1"&(?*"
U"+-*"#15"a*,%,"&(9*'"N(,"&(?*"$/"+-(,"*12+-:"“The Spirit gives life”8"/$+"
.2(412(&5"+$"*/16&*"%,"+$".*2?$24".2*,32(6*'"13+(9(+(*,8"6%+"%&+(41+*&58"+$"
+21/,?$24"%,"1/'"3$/?$24"%,"+$"+-*"(410*"$?"@-2(,+:"!+"(,"N(,"(410*"#-(3-"(,"
$%2"E1++*2/:""

"

 
641 When Humanity fell into sin, it fell out of life (union with God) into death (separation from God).  
642 Ezekiel 36:26-27; Cf. Jeremiah 31:33; Colossians 1:29; Cf. Colossians 2:12; Philippians 2:13; 1 Corinthians 
15:10 
643 John 14:6 
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A*12(/0"(/"4(/'"+-1+"+-*"2(3-*,"$?"@-2(,+"12*"W%/,*123-16&*X$""8"(+"(,"13+%1&&5"
(4.$,,(6&*"+$"*D.$%/'"$/"1&&"1,.*3+,"$?"+-*"(410*"$?"@-2(,+:""!f4"$??*2(/0"
-*2*"1"?*#",*&*3+"W.(3+%2*,X"$?"a*,%,"+$"#-(3-"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+",**4,"+$"
-19*"'(2*3+*'"4*:"J-*,*"12*".12+(3%&12"1,.*3+,"$?"@-2(,+"#-(3-"N*"(,"
'21#(/0"1++*/+($/"+$"(/"45".*2,$/1&",.(2(+%1&"&(?*:";/'"!",*/,*"+-1+"+-*,*"12*"
1,.*3+,"$?"@-2(,+"#-(3-"+-*">.(2(+"$?"Q$'"#$%&'".12+(3%&12&5"#1/+"41/(?*,+*'"
(/"N(,".*$.&*:"!"-$.*"(+"#(&&",*29*"+$"-*&."%,"6*++*2",**"a*,%,"1,"+-*".*2?*3+"
E1++*2/"?$2"#1&)(/0"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"

!
!

 
644 Ephesians 3:8 
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A Suffering Servant 
!
“To be my disciple, you must deny yourself and take up your cross daily and follow 
Me.”645  
"
N*2*8"a*,%,"0(9*,"%,"N(,"'*?(/(+($/"WN(,"32$,,X"1/'"W5$%2"32$,,XK"/14*&58"
,*&?Y'*/(1&"Y"?$2"+-*"0&$25"$?"Q$'$"$:"N*"1&,$",.*3(?(*,"+-1+"1".2(4125"1,.*3+"
$?"N(,"(410*"(,",*&?Y'*/5(/0"&$9*:"!/".1,+"0*/*21+($/,8"4%3-"#1,"#2(++*/"$/"
,*&?Y'*/(1&"1/'"+-*",%22*/'*2*'"&(?*:"A%+"+-(,"+$.(3"(,"3$/,.(3%$%,&5"16,*/+"
(/"3$/+*4.$2125"@-2(,+(1/(+5:$"%"N$#*9*28"a*,%,"41'*"(+"3&*12"+-1+"+-(,"(,"
#-1+"(+"4*1/,"+$"W?$&&$#"N(4X"U"+-1+"(,8"+$"?$&&$#"N(,".1++*2/"1/'"6*"N(,"
'(,3(.&*:"
"
“Looking away from all that will distract us and focusing our eyes on Jesus, who is 
the Author and Perfecter of faith [the first incentive for our belief and the One who 
brings our faith to maturity], who for the joy [of accomplishing the goal] set before 
Him endured the cross.” Hebrews 12:2-3 AMP   

 
645 Luke 9:23; Matthew 16:24; Mark 8:34; Cf. Luke 14:27; Matthew 10:38; Hebrews 13:13. 
646 Cf. John 17:1-5. It must be made clear that Christ’s self-denial was ONLY for the glory of God. There were 
times when Jesus did not allow Himself to be subjected to suffering because it was not in the will of God. 
Certainly, Satan is not to receive glory in our suffering. And, most importantly, we are not to fall into the 
insidious trap of glorifying self through self-denial. Viz. “I am super-spiritual because I’ve suffered so much for 
Jesus, et. al.”     
647 Recommended Reading: My articles: Brokenness; Death Activates Life; Transformation of Self; 
The Way of the Cross. Complimentary copies of these articles can be obtained by emailing: 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com I can fully recommend J. Sidlow Baxter’s treatment of these things in his books: 
“A New Call to Holiness”, “His Deeper Work in Us”, and “Our High Calling”. (These three titles have been 
combined in one volume entitled “Christian Holiness Restudied and Restated”.) But I also can recommend: 
“The Surrendered Life” by James H. McConkey; “Born Crucified” by L.E. Maxwell; “Life Out of Death” by 
Jesse Penn Lewis; “The Crucified Life” by A.W. Tozer, and daily devotionals: “My Utmost for His Highest” by 
Oswald Chambers and “Streams in the Desert” by L.B. Cowman.  
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M-*/"“looking to Jesus the Author and Perfecter of faith”8"(+"(,"*,,*/+(1&"+$"
%/'*2,+1/'"+-1+"+-*"@-2(,+"$?"Q$'8"#-$"(,"$%2"E1++*2/8"(,"1"@2%3(?(*'"
@-2(,+:$"&"N*"4$'*&*'",%??*2(/0"?$2"%,:"!+"415",**4"1"6(+",+21/0*"+$"&(,+"
,%??*2(/0"2(0-+"1+"+-*"+$."$?"+-*"41/5"1,.*3+,"$?"@-2(,+f,"E1++*2/b"6%+8"(?"$%2"
4$'*&"(,"/$+"+-*"@2%3(?(*'"@-2(,+8"#*"12*"(/9$&9*'"#(+-",$4*+-(/0"$+-*2"+-1/"
6(6&(31&"@-2(,+(1/(+5:"J-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"#12/*'"+-1+"+-*2*"(,"“another Jesus”8"1"
“different spirit”8"1/'"1"“different gospel”:$"'";"“different gospel”"(/+2$'%3*,"1"
'(??*2*/+")(/'"$?"W3-2(,+(1/(+5X:";"“different spirit”"6(2+-,"1"'(??*2*/+")(/'"$?"
W3-2(,+(1/X:"“Another Jesus”".2*,*/+,"1"'(??*2*/+"(410*"+$"6*"3$/?$24*'"+$:"
J-*"@-2(,+"$?"Q$'8"#-$"#1,".2$.-*,(*'$#)8"6%+",+%46&*'"$9*2$#(8"#1,"1"
@2%3(?(*'"@-2(,+:"J-1+"(,"+-*"(410*"$?"@-2(,+8"1/'"+-*"E1++*2/"$?"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+: 

"
J-*",3$.*"$?"+-(,"12+(3&*"31//$+"3$/+1(/"1"+2*1+4*/+"$?"+-*"4*,,10*"1/'"+-*"
M15"$?"+-*"@2$,,"$2"1".2*,*/+1+($/"$?"1"+-*$&$05"$?",%??*2(/08"6%+"!"-19*"
#2(++*/"$?"+-*,*"+-(/0,"(/"'*+1(&"(/"$+-*2"12+(3&*,:$#*";"+-*$&$05"$?",%??*2(/0"
1/'"+-*"M15"$?"+-*"@2$,,"12*"41++*2,"#-(3-"12*",$2*&5"16,*/+"(/"
3$/+*4.$2125"@-2(,+(1/(+5"1/'"/**'"+$"6*"2*,+$2*'"(/"$2'*2"+$"2*3+(?5"$%2"
.12+(1&"(410*"$?"@-2(,+"1/'"(/133%21+*"3$/3*.+,"$?"@-2(,+(1/(+5:"

 
648 This is not to say that we worship a Christ who is still on the cross, for He conquered death, was resurrected 
and ascended, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
649 2 Corinthians 11:4 
650 Isaiah 53:1-12 
651 Isaiah 8:14; Cf. Romans 9:32-33; 1 Peter 2:8. 
652 Walking with Sorrow, The Way of the Cross, Seeing the Kingdom Through the Cross, Who Is 
This King of Glory?, Death Activates Life, God-Centeredness, and The Cross & the Powers of 
Darkness. Complimentary copies of these essays can be obtained by emailing: AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
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21 “For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps.”  1 Peter 2:21 
"
J-(,"(,"+-*"W*D14.&*X"a*,%,"@-2(,+"&*?+"?$2"%,K"+-*"#15"$?"+-*"@2$,,"U"+-1+"(,8"
,*&?Y'*/5(/0"&$9*"?$2"+-*"0&$25"$?"Q$':"A*31%,*"$?"+-*"?1&&*/"/1+%2*"$?"+-*"
,*&?8"'*/(1&"$?",*&?"*/+1(&,"1/"1,.*3+"$?",%??*2(/0:"_*+8"1,"#*"12*"3$/?$24*'"
4$2*"1/'"4$2*"+$"+-*"(410*"$?"@-2(,+8"+-*"+21/,?$24*'",*&?$#!"*D.*2(*/3*,"
+-*"6&*,,(/0"$?"+-*"&$9*"$?"Q$'"?&$#(/0"+-2$%0-"+-*",$%&:""
"
“In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud 
crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because 
of His piety. Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which 
He suffered.” Hebrews 5:7-8 
"
!/"1"41//*2"$?",.*1)(/08"a*,%,"#1,"+-*"9*25"?(2,+"@-2(,+(1/"U"N*"(,"“the 

Author and Perfecter of faith”654"U"$%2"GD14.&*"U"$%2"E1++*2/8"+-*2*?$2*8"
,%??*2(/0"(,"+$"6*"3$/,('*2*'"1/"(/+*021&"3$4.$/*/+"$?"+-*"/$241&"@-2(,+(1/"
&(?*:"J-*"B1+-*2",1#"?(+"?$2"+-*">$/"+$"&*12/"1/'"02$#"+-2$%0-",%??*2(/0:"@1/"
#*"*D.*3+"+$"&*12/"1/'"02$#",.(2(+%1&&5"#(+-$%+",%??*2(/0`"J-*",.(2(+%1&"+2%+-"
+-1+"a*,%,",%??*2*'"?$2"%,"(/"/$"#15".2*3&%'*,",%??*2(/0"?2$4"+-*"&(9*,"$?"+-*"
2*'**4*':"p%(+*"+-*"$..$,(+*K"E*+*2",1('8"“You have been called for this 

purpose…”:"A%+"#-1+",.*3(?(3"1,.*3+,"$?",%??*2(/0"12*"+-*,*"9*2,*,"

 
653 In my article, Transformation of Self, I endeavor to make the case for transformation of self, rather than 
“crucifixion of self” or “death of self” type language and perspectives. J. Sidlow Baxter also makes this 
distinction in his “Christian Holiness Restudied and Restated”.   
654 Hebrews 12:2 
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2*?*22(/0"+$`"F*+f,"3$/+(/%*"#(+-"#-1+"E*+*2",1('"/*D+"(/"+-*".1,,10*"#*"
2*?*2*/3*'K"
!

“Who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and while 
being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, 
but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously.” 1 Peter 1:22-23 
!

;/'"&*+f,"1&,$"&$$)"1+"#-1+"+-*"#2(+*2"+$"+-*"N*62*#,",1('"/*D+"(/"+-*"
.1,,10*"#*"2*?*2*/3*'K""
!

“Endured the cross disregarding the shame and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God [revealing His deity, His authority, and the completion of His 
work].  Just consider and meditate on Him who endured from sinners such bitter 
hostility against Himself [consider it all in comparison with your trials], so that 
you will not grow weary and lose heart.” Hebrews 12:2b-3 AMP  
"
>$8"#*",**",$4*"$?"+-*"1,.*3+,"$?",%??*2(/0"a*,%,"4$'*&*'"?$2"%,K";&$/0"
#(+-",*&?Y'*/5(/0"&$9*"?$2"+-*"0&$25"$?"Q$'8"N*",%??*2*'"6*(/0",(//*'"
101(/,+"65",(//*2,"(/"912($%,"#15,:"M-$"12*"+-*"W,(//*2,X"#*"12*"2*?*22(/0"
+$`";&&"+-*"%/2*'**4*'"U"6%+8"1&,$"1&&"+-*"2*'**4*'",(//*2,"1,"#*&&8"?$2"#*"
@-2(,+(1/,"16%,*"@-2(,+f,"0213*"+$#12',"%,"1/'"1&,$",(/"101(/,+"$/*"
1/$+-*28"*9*/"1,"'('"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"'(,3(.&*,"$?"@-2(,+:""""
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A Disciplined Son 
-

4 “You have not yet struggled to the point of shedding blood in your striving against 
sin; 5 and you have forgotten the divine word of encouragement which is addressed 
to you as sons, “My son, do not make light of the discipline of the Lord, and do not 
lose heart and give up when you are corrected by Him.” Hebrews 12:4-5 AMP 
-

N*2*8"+-*"#2(+*2"+$"+-*"N*62*#,"(,"'(,3%,,(/0"W+-*"'(,3(.&(/*"$?"+-*"F$2'X:"
M*"/**'"+$"%/'*2,+1/'"#-1+"+-1+"(,"1/'"#-5"+-1+"(,:"J-*"Q2**)"#$2'$##"
%,*'"-*2*"-1,"+$"'$"#(+-"W+-*"+21(/(/0"$?"1"3-(&'8"(/3&%'(/0"(/,+2%3+($/"^"
3$22*3+($/"+-1+"2*0%&1+*,"3-1213+*2X$#$:"R*012'(/0"+-*"1,.*3+"$?"“correction”8"
#*"4%,+"/$+*"+-*"3$/+*D+"#-(3-"+-*"#2(+*2"0(9*,"%,"U"“striving against sin”:"
J-1+"(,"+-*"/1+%2*"1/'"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"+-*"“correction”"U"+$"02$#"(/"@-2(,+Y
&()*/*,,:$#%"J-(,"(,"+-*".1+-"$?"'(,3(.&*,-(."#-(3-"a*,%,"4$'*&*'"?$2"%,:""""
"
6”For the Lord disciplines and corrects those whom He loves, and He punishes658 
every son whom He receives and welcomes [to His heart]. 7 You must submit to 
[correction for the purpose of] discipline; God is dealing with you as with sons; for 
what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 Now if you are exempt from 

 
655 paideia, Strong’s # 3809 
656 W.E. Vine. Cf. Ephesians 6:4. 
657 It is interesting to point out that the “striving against sin” going “to the point of shedding blood” is a 
reference to Jesus going to the cross; yet the same writer also said that Jesus was “without sin”. (Hebrews 4:5; 
Cf. 1 Peter 2:22) So, the cross (self-denying love) is God’s method for dealing with sin – our sin (not Jesus’).  
658 Greek: mastigoo, Strong’s # 3148, means to whip - literally or figuratively – admittedly the figurative sense 
is less problematic. But I believe that even physical “whippings” in our lives (e.g. negative medical, or 
financial, or relational developments in our lives) are not literally from the hand of God (Cf. Proverbs 3:12), but 
rather are from the hand of the Adversary, and are the result of our choices and their consequences. For more on 
this particular subject, see my article, A Terrifying Thing (For a complimentary .PDF copy, email 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com ) 
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correction and without discipline, in which all [of God’s children] share, then you 
are illegitimate children and not sons [at all]. 9 Moreover, we have had earthly 
fathers who disciplined us, and we submitted and respected them [for training us]; 
shall we not much more willingly submit to the Father of spirits, and live [by 
learning from His discipline]? 10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for only a 
short time as seemed best to them; but He disciplines us for our good, so that we 
may share His holiness. 11 For the time being, no discipline brings joy, but seems 
sad and painful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness [right standing with God and a lifestyle and attitude 
that seeks conformity to God’s will and purpose].”  Hebrews 12:6-11 AMP 
"
J-(,".1,,10*8"#-(3-"(,",*&?Y*D.&1/1+$258".1(/+,"1".(3+%2*"$?"a*,%,"1,"1">$/"
#1&)(/0"%/'*2"+-*"'(,3(.&(/*"$?"N(,"B1+-*2:"P(,3(.&(/*"?$2"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"
3$22*3+($/8"&*12/(/0"1/'"+21(/(/0"(,",$4*+-(/0"#-(3-"+5.(?(*'"a*,%,f"
2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"N(,"B1+-*2"U"+-*"E1++*2/"0(9*/"65"a*,%,"1,"+-*">$/"$?"

Q$':"A%+"(/"4%3-"$?"3$/+*4.$2125"@-2(,+(1/(+58"+-*"@-2(,+(1/f,"2*&1+($/,-(."
#(+-"Q$'"(,"+$$"$?+*/"+5.(?(*'"65"1&&"+-*".-5,(31&"1/'"*4$+($/1&"W6&*,,(/0,X"
+-*"3-(&'"31/"2*3*(9*"?2$4"+-*"B1+-*2:"!+"(,"/$"#$/'*2"+-1+"#*"-19*",%3-"1"
'*12+-"$?"'(,3(.&*,"'*9$+*'"+$",*29(/0"+-*"q(/0"1/'"N(,"q(/0'$4:""
"
;&,$"(/"+-(,".1,,10*"?2$4"N*62*#,"12*"+#$"$+-*2"+21(+,"+5.(?5(/0"'(,3(.&*,"
'*9$+*'"+$",*29(/0"+-*"q(/0"1/'"N(,"q(/0'$4K"a*,%,f"W2*,.*3+X"?$2"1/'"
W,%64(,,($/X"+$"+-*"B1+-*2:"a*,%,"N(4,*&?"1&&%'*'"+$"+-*,*"+21(+,"1,"
*D*4.&(?5(/0"+-*"/*3*,,125"1++(+%'*"1/'".$,+%2*"?$2"#1&)(/0"#(+-"+-*"B1+-*2"
1/'",*29(/0"(/"N(,"q(/0'$4"K""
"
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“So, Jesus answered them by saying, “I assure you and most solemnly say to you, 
the Son can do nothing of Himself [of His own accord], unless it is something He 
sees the Father doing; for whatever things the Father does, the Son[in His turn] also 
does in the same way…. I can do nothing on my own initiative or authority. Just as 
I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just (fair, righteous, unbiased), because I do not 
seek My own will, but only the will of Him who sent Me.” John 5:19 & 30 AMP 

"
a*,%,"#1&)*'"#(+-"+-*"%+4$,+"2*,.*3+"?$2"1/'",%64(,,($/"+$"+-*"B1+-*2:"
N*"&*12/*'$#'"+$"$/&5",.*1)"#-1+"+-*"B1+-*2"(,",.*1)(/0"1/'"$/&5"'$"#-1+"
+-*"B1+-*2"(,"'$(/0:"J-(,"(,"1",.(2(+%1&"'(,3(.&(/*"1/'",)(&&"#-(3-"4%,+"6*"
&*12/*'"U"(/"$2'*2"+$"-*12"1/'",**"#-1+"Q$'"(,",15(/0"1/'"'$(/08"1/'""+$"
,.*1)"1/'"13+"(/"133$2'"#(+-"N(,">.(2(+:"J$"#1&)"(/"+-(,"#15",-$#,"2*,.*3+"
?$2"1/'",%64(,,($/"+$"Q$'8"6*31%,*"(+"'*4$/,+21+*,"1"6*&(*?"+-1+"#-1+"Q$'"
-1,"+$",15"1/'"'$"(,"4%3-"4$2*"(4.$2+1/+"+-1/"#-1+"#*"+-(/)"#*",-$%&'"
,15"1/'"'$:"
"
;3+%1&&58"+-*"3$22*3+"+*24"?$2",%3-"1"'*4*1/$2"(,"+-*"#$2'"W4**)/*,,X:"!"
#$%&'",%00*,+"+-1+"2*?&*3+(/0"$/"+-*"4*1/(/0"$?"W4**)/*,,X"#$%&'"1??$2'"%,"
4$2*"(/,(0-+"(/+$"+-*"/1+%2*"1/'"3-1213+*2"$?"a*,%,"1,"$%2"E1++*2/"?$2"+-*"
H*#"@$9*/1/+:"J-*"Q2**)"#$2'"+21/,&1+*'"W4**)/*,,X$$)"(/"+-*"H*#"
J*,+14*/+"(,"9*25"2(3-"(/"4*1/(/0:""!+",**4,"3$22*3+"+$",15"+-1+"W4**)/*,,X"
(/3&%'*,"+#$"$+-*2"3-1213+*2"+21(+,K"W-%4(&(+5W"[2*,('(/0"(/#12'&5\"1/'"
W0*/+&*/*,,X"[*D.2*,,*'"$%+#12'&5\:"]**)/*,,"(,"W+-*"0*/+&*8"V%(*+",.(2(+"$?"

 
659 Hebrews 5:8 says He learned it through suffering. 
660 prautes, Strong’s # 4240 
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,*&?&*,,"'*9$+($/"+$"Q$'"+-1+"(,"1&,$"[,$4*+(4*,\"+21/,&1+*'"r0*/+&*/*,,f:"
r]**)/*,,f"(,"+-*"9*25"1/+(+-*,(,"$?"122$01/+".2('*:X$$("""""
"
A%+")*5"+$"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"+-*"#-$&*"3$/3*.+"$?"W4**)/*,,X"(,"+-1+"W(+"
3$/,(,+,"/$+"(/"-(,"$%+#12'"6*-19($2"$/&5b"/$2"5*+"(/"-(,"2*&1+($/,"+$"-(,"
?*&&$#Y4*/8"1,"&(++&*"(/"-(,"4*2*"/1+%21&"'(,.$,(+($/:"R1+-*28"(+"(,"1/"(/#2$%0-+"
0213*"$?"+-*",$%&b"1/'"+-*"*D*23(,*"$?"(+"12*"?(2,+"1/'"3-(*?&5"+$#12',"Q$':"!+"
(,"+-1+"+*4.*2"$?",.(2(+"(/"#-(3-"#*"133*.+"N(,"'*1&(/0,"#(+-"%,"1,"0$$'8"1/'"
+-*2*?$2*8"#(+-$%+"'(,.%+(/0"$2"2*,(,+(/0b"(+"(,"3&$,*&5"&(/)*'"#(+-"r-%4(&(+5f"
1/'"?$&&$#,"'(2*3+&5"%.$/"(+^:"!+"(,"$/&5"+-*"-%46&*"-*12+"#-(3-"(,"1&,$"+-*"
4**)8"1/'"#-(3-8"1,",%3-8"'$*,"/$+"?(0-+"101(/,+"Q$'"$2",+2%00&*"1/'"
3$/+*/'"#(+-"N(4:X"$$*"""
"
!/#12'"W4**)/*,,X"1/'"W-%4(&(+5X"+$#12',"Q$'"#(&&"/1+%21&&5"41/(?*,+"
$%+#12'&5"(/"W0*/+&*/*,,X"+$#12',"$+-*2,:"!+"(,"+-*",14*"1,"+2%&5"&$9(/0"Q$'"
#-(3-"2*,%&+,"(/"&$9(/0"$+-*2,"1&,$:"H$#8"#-(&*"$/"1"/%46*2"$?"$331,($/,8"
a*,%,"415"/$+"-19*"6**/"W0*/+&*X"(/"'*1&(/0"#(+-"+-*"-5.$32(,5"$?"+-*"
>32(6*,"1/'"E-12(,**,8"a*,%,"#1,"1&#15,"W4**)X"+$#12'"N(,"B1+-*2:"!/"+-(,8"
N*"(,"+-*"E1++*2/"?$2"$%2"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"Q$'"1/'"#1&)(/0"(/"+-*"H*#"

@$9*/1/+:""

 
661 Ibid., Stephen D. Renn 
662 Ibid, W.E. Vine.   
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A Man of  Sorrows 
!
1“Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been 
revealed? 2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of 
parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him, 
nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. 3 He was despised and forsaken 
of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men 
hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.” Isaiah 53:1-3 
 
!

!"#(&&"*/'"#(+-"+-(,".12+(3%&12".(3+%2*"$?"a*,%,"1,"$%2"E1++*2/"?$2"+-*"H*#"
@$9*/1/+:"!,1(1-"le"(/"(+,"*/+(2*+5"(,"1".2$.-*35"$?"#-1+"+-*"3$4(/0"]*,,(1-"
#$%&'"&$$)"&()*:"!f9*"(/+*/+($/1&&5"2*?*2*/3*'"7%,+"+-*"?(2,+"+-2**"9*2,*,:"
L*2,*,"<"+-2$%0-"dg",.*1)"$?"N(,"4*,,(1/(3"2$&*8"#-(3-"-1..*/*'"+$".&15"
$%+"(/"1"#15"+-1+"#1,"'(14*+2(31&&5"+-*"$..$,(+*"$?"+-*"R$4*Y3$/V%*2(/0"
R*'**4*2"+-*"a*#,"*D.*3+*':"J-*,*"9*2,*,"'*,32(6*"N(,"#$2)"$?"
2*'*4.+($/8"#-(3-"$/&5"N*8"+-*"Q$'Y]1/"3$%&'"133$4.&(,-"$/"$%2"6*-1&?:"
A%+"9*2,*,"d"+-2$%0-"e",.*1)"$?"a*,%,"(/"N(,"-%41/(+5"Y""1"'*,32(.+($/"#*"
31/"('*/+(?5"#(+-"1/'"(,"1/"GD14.&*"?$2"%,"+$"?$&&$#:"""""""
!

1“Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been 
revealed? 2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of 
parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him, 
nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. 
 
]$,+"$?"+-*"a*#,"#1(+(/0"?$2"+-*"]*,,(1-8"*9*/"+-$,*"#-$"W,*123-*'"+-*"
,32(.+%2*,X8"?1(&*'"+$",**"+-1+"+-*5"+*,+(?(*'"$?"a*,%,$$!:"M-5"'('"+-*5"/$+"

 
663 John 5:39-47 
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2*3$0/(T*"N(4"#-*/"N*"314*`"N*"7%,+"'('/f+"&$$)"&()*"+-*(2"3$/3*.+"$?"+-*"
>$/"$?"Q$':"J-*5"'('/f+"6*&(*9*"(/"-(4"Y"(/,+*1'"-*"#1,"“a stone of stumbling 

and a rock of offense”664:""
"
!"6*&(*9*"a*,%,"1''2*,,*'"+-(,"1"/%46*2"$?"+(4*,8"6%+"4156*"+-(,"#1,"+-*"
?(2,+"+(4*"U"#-*/"N*",.$)*"+$"+-*"32$#',"16$%+"a$-/"+-*"A1.+(,+K""
"
7 “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 But 
what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who wear 
soft clothing are in kings’ palaces! 9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it 
is written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, who will prepare Your way 
before You.”665 
""
a*,%,"#1,",.*1)(/0",.*3(?(31&&5"16$%+"a$-/"+-*"A1.+(,+8"6%+"!"6*&(*9*"#-1+"
N*",1('"1..&(*,"+$"1&&"$?"%,"#-$"#$%&'"6*"“His messenger” to “prepare the 

way of the Lord”:"!+"(,"02(*9$%,8"(/'**'8"#-*/"#*",**"W.1,+$2,X"1/'"$+-*2"
W4(/(,+*2,X"#-$"12*".2$%'8"122$01/+8"1/'",*&?Y16,$26*'8"?$2"+-*5"2*?&*3+"+-*"
$..$,(+*"$?"@-2(,+Y&()*/*,,:"J-*5"?1&,*&5"2*.2*,*/+"+-*"F$2':"A%+"#*"31/",15"
+-*",14*"16$%+"1&&"@-2(,+(1/,"#-$"-19*/f+"&*12/*'"?2$4"a*,%,"N(,"
0*/+&*/*,,"1/'"-%46&*/*,,"$?"-*12+:$$$"J-*(2"W7*1&$%,58",*&?(,-"146(+($/"
1/'"122$01/3*"1&,$"&(*"101(/,+"+-*"+2%+-X$$%:""
"

 
664 Isaiah 28:16; 1 Peter 2:8 
665 Matthew 11:7-10 
666 Matthew 11:29 
667 James 3:14 
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_*,8"+-*"+2(%4.-1/+8"2(,*/"F$2'"a*,%,"(,"1/"1#*,$4*",(0-+"W#(+-"*5*,"&()*"1"
?&14*"$?"?(2*8"?**+"&()*"6%2/(,-*'"62$/T*8"1"9$(3*"&()*"+-*",$%/'"$?"41/5"
#1+*2,8"1"4$%+-"#(+-"1",-12."+#$Y*'0*'",#$2'8"1/'"1"?13*"&()*"+-*",%/"
,-(/(/0"(/"(+,",+2*/0+-X$$&:"A%+"(+"(,"+-*"0*/+&*8"-%46&*"a*,%,"(/"N(,"*12+-&5"
-%41/(+5"#-(3-"#(&&"6*"%/(V%*&5"W1++213+(9*X"(/"+-*"91(/0&$2($%,"#$2&'"(/"
#-(3-"#*"&(9*:"!/'**'8"+-$,*"#-$"'$"/$+")/$#"N(4"1,"+-*"F$2'"$?"&$2',"1/'"
+-*"q(/0"$?")(/0,"12*"&$$)(/0"?$2"1"a*,%,"+-*5"31/"2*&1+*"+$"(/"+-*(2"-%41/(+5:"
J-1+"(,"*D13+&5"#-5"N*"#1,"(/312/1+*'"(/"+-*"#15"N*"(,"'*,32(6*'"65"
!,1(1-:$$'""""
"
!,1(1-"#*/+"$/"+$",15K"
3 He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
and like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem 
Him.” 
"
H$+#(+-,+1/'(/0"+-*"45,+*25"$?"-$#"+-*"B1+-*2"W0(9*,X"[2*9*&1+($/"$?"@-2(,+\8"
W'21#,X"1/'"W021/+,X"+-$,*"#-$"12*"&$,+"+$"3$4*"+$"a*,%,$%)8"6*(/0"&()*"
a*,%,"(,"$+-*2#(,*"/*9*2"0$(/0"+$"6*"W1++213+(9*X"+$"+-*"#$2&':"!"6*&(*9*"(+"
#$%&'"6*"133%21+*"+$",15"+-1+"+-2$%0-$%+"3-%23-"-(,+$258"#-*/*9*2"(+"-1,"
6**/"W.$.%&12X"+$"6*"1"@-2(,+(1/8"(+"(,"6*31%,*"@-2(,+(1/,"-1'"6*3$4*"
W#$2&'&5X:"a*,%,"U"1/'"+-*2*?$2*8"N(,"1%+-*/+(3"'(,3(.&*,"U"#(&&"6*"0*/*21&&5"
'*,.(,*'8"?$2,1)*/8"1/'"/$+"*,+**4*'"65"+-*"#$2&'",(4.&5"6*31%,*"“the 

 
668 Revelation 1:12-16. 
669 Of course, it must be “granted by the Father” for them to come to Jesus. John 5:37-38; 6:37, 44, 65. 
670 John 5:37-38; 6:37, 44, 65. 
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love of the Father is not in them (those who are worldly), and they (the worldly) do 
not know Him”.671    
"
“Let Christ himself be your example as to what your attitude should be. For he, who 
had always been God by nature, did not cling to his prerogatives as God’s equal, but 
stripped himself of all privilege by consenting to be a slave by nature and being 
born as mortal man. And, having become man, he humbled himself by living a life 
of utter obedience, even to the extent of dying, and the death he died was the death 
of a common criminal.”672  
"
!,1(1-"'*,32(6*'"a*,%,8"$%2"GD14.&*"1/'"E1++*2/8"1,"“A man of sorrows, 

acquainted with grief”673."J-(,"#1,"$/*"$?"+-*"412),"65"#-(3-"!,21*&"#1,"+$"
)/$#"-*2"]*,,(1-"U"W;"]1/"$?">$22$#,X:">$22$#"1/'"02(*?"3-1213+*2(T*'"
a*,%,f"&(?*"$/"*12+-:"N*"#1,"?14(&(12"#(+-"U"(/+(41+*"#(+-"U",$22$#"1/'"02(*?:"
N*")/*#"(+".*2,$/1&&5$%"8"1/'"N*")/*#"(+"(/"$+-*2,$%#:"
"
J-(,"3-1213+*2(,+(3"$?"6*(/0"W13V%1(/+*'"#(+-"02(*?"1/'",$22$#X",.*1),"?(2,+"
1/'"?$2*4$,+"$?"@-2(,+f,"?*&&$#,-(.$%$"#(+-"B1&&*/"N%41/(+5:"a*,%,"#1,"
(/+(41+*&5"13V%1(/+*'"#(+-"+-*",$22$#"1/'"02(*?"$?"+-*"-%41/"3$/'(+($/:"
q(/0,"1/'"&$2',8"1/'"+-*"2(3-"1/'".$#*2?%&"$?"+-*"*12+-"(/,%&1+*"+-*4,*&9*,"
?2$4"-%41/(+5f,"#$*,8"6%+"a*,%,",-12*'"(/"1/'".12+/*2*'"#(+-"1/'"

 
671 1 John 2:15; 3:1; 5:1. 
672 Philippians 2:5-8 J.B. Phillips New Testament in Modern English 
673 Isaiah 53:3 
674 He suffered rejection and unrequited love (John 1:10-11). He endured the “hostility of sinners against 
Himself” (Hebrews 12:3). He was betrayed and abandoned by His own disciples (Matthew 26:47-75) and 
experienced the sense of being forsaken by His Father (Matthew 27:46). 
675 John 11:35; Luke 19:41 
676 The Greek word, koinonia, Strong’s # 2842, generally translated “fellowship” in the verb form, kononeo, 
Strong’s # 2841, means to “share in”, “partner with”, and “participate in”.  
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.12+(3(.1+*'"(/"+-*"?1&&*/"-%41/"3$/'(+($/:"N*"#1,"#(+-$%+",(/8"5*+"N*"
%&+(41+*&5"6*314*"+-*">(/Y6*12*2"1/'">31.*0$1+"$?"-%41/(+5"$/"+-*"@2$,,:"
J-(,"('*/+(?(31+($/"#(+-"+-*"-%41/"3$/'(+($/"#-*/"-*"#1,"&(?+*'"%."%.$/"
+-*"32$,,"(,"13+%1&&5"+-*".$#*2"$?"1++213+($/"65"#-(3-"N*"“draws all men to 

HimselfX:$%%"F()*#(,*8"N*"(,"$%2"GD14.&*8"+-*"E1++*2/"?$2"$%2"2*&1+($/,-(."
#(+-"Q$'"1/'"-%41/(+58"1/'"?$2"&(9(/0"&(?*"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"“for as He is, 

so also are we in this world”$%&"U"“for we realize that our life in this world is 

actually his life lived in us”$%':"

!
! !

 
677 John 12:32-33 
678 1 John 4:17 
679 1 John 4:17 J.B. Phillips New Testament in Modern English 
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POSTSCRIPT 
Concerning Gathering 

 
“Let us consider how to stimulate one another to LOVE and GOOD DEEDS, 
not forsaking our own ASSEMBLING TOGETHER.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“How we get together is not nearly as important as WHY we get together. When 
fulfilling what one might perceive to be a mandate of scripture becomes the 
underlying reason to attend a local assembly, or when attempts to tear down man 
made organizations and structures, to get back to the way they did it back then, 
misses the whole point.”  

Jim Durkin Jr.680 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
680 Turning Point Gatherings, Humbolt County, CA 
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PART I 

 

Introduction 
"
M-*/"!"314*"132$,,"+-*"16$9*"V%$+*8"(+",**4*'"+$"3$//*3+"#(+-"#-1+"!"-1'"
6**/"#2(+(/0"U"/14*&58"+-(,",*2(*,"Y"A New & Living WayK"An Investigation into 

New Covenant Worship in Spirit & Truth.681"!/"+-(,"3%22*/+"12+(3&*8"!f'"&()*"+$"1..2$13-"
+-*",%67*3+"$?"WQ1+-*2(/0X8"HIJ"$/"-$#"#*"01+-*28"$2"#-*2*"1/'"#-*/"#*"
01+-*28"6%+"MN_"#*"01+-*28"-$.(/0"+-1+"#(&&"&*1'"+$",$4*"(/,(0-+"(/+$"+-*"
/1+%2*"$?"$%2"3$&&*3+(9*"&(?*"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"J-*"W3$&&*3+(9*"&(?*X"!f4"
2*?*22(/0"+$"(,"#$2,-(."U"1,"#*"-19*"'*?(/*'"(+K"1"&(?*,+5&*"$?",%22*/'*2"1/'"
,*29(3*"+$"+-*"F$2':";/'"7%,+"$/*"3$4.$/*/+"(/"+-(,"&(?*,+5&*"(/9$&9*,"
01+-*2(/0"U"01+-*2(/0,"$?"+-*"G33&*,(1"U"MN_"#$%&'"+-*"G33&*,(1"01+-*2`""""""""

!

M*"#(&&"3$/,('*2"MN_"#*"#$%&'"01+-*2"(/"&(0-+"$?K"
d\ @%,+$4""
g\ J-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+">32(.+%2*,"
e\ J-*"H*#"@$441/'4*/+""
<\ J-*"@$44(,,($/"$?"+-*"@-%23-"""""""
l\ J-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"""

 
681 A New & Living Way: List of Articles - Ecclesia / Elemental Principles of Worship / Another Look 
at Worship / Jewish Roots in Christianity / Led by the Spirit / Elementary Principles of the World: 
Sacralization of the Spiritual, Sacralization of the Secular, and Conventional Worship Praxes / 
Concerning Gathering / “I Have Given You as a Covenant”. Along with that series of articles, other 
suggested reading for this current article would include: “Custom and Command” by Stan Firth, “Hebrews 
10:25: What are We Not to Forsake?” by Peter Ditzel, and “Gathering Together” by Jack Gray. 
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A*?$2*"#*"6*0(/8"!f'"&()*"+$",15"+#$"+-(/0,K"
"
J-*,*"#(&&"6*"7%,+",$4*"+-$%0-+,"$/"+-*"41++*2"U"/$+"+-*"*/'"$?"+-*"41++*2:"!"
+-(/)"+-*"@-%23-"[G33&*,(1\",+(&&"/**',"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"+$"“guide us into all the 

truth.”"[a$-/"dnKde\""
"
J-*2*"12*"1"&$+"$?"?$$+/$+*,:"!?"5$%"'$/f+"2*1'"+-*48"5$%"#(&&"4(,,"1"&$+:"!/"
+-(,"31,*8"+-*"?$$+/$+*,"$?+*/"G�EF;!H",+1+*4*/+,"!"41)*:"
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Custom 
 

Do we gather merely because of custom682? 
!

"
J-*".12+(3%&12"W3%,+$4X"!"14"2*?*22(/0"+$"-*2*"(,"+-*"3%,+$4"$?"W1"3$2.$21+*"
#$2,-(.",*29(3*X"#-(3-"(,"61,(31&&5"3$4.2(,*'"$?"+-*"?$&&$#(/0"3$4.$/*/+,K"""

• L(,(+(/0"#(+-"$/*"1/$+-*2"6*?$2*"+-*"4**+(/0"6*0(/,"
• >(/0(/0"
• ;"3$&&*3+($/"
• ;//$%/3*4*/+,"
• ;",*24$/"
• ]$2*",(/0(/0"[2*.2*,*/+(/0"1"3$&&*3+(9*"2*,.$/,*"+$"+-*"4*,,10*\"
• E215*2"[2*.2*,*/+(/0"1"3$&&*3+(9*"2*,.$/,*"+$"+-*"4*,,10*\8"#-(3-"
,$4*+(4*,"(/3&%'*,".215*2"?$2"(/'(9('%1&"/**',"

• P(,4(,,1&"
• ]$2*"9(,(+(/0"#(+-"$/*"1/$+-*2"1?+*2"+-*"4**+(/0"
• R*.*1+"$/3*"$2"+#(3*"*9*25">%/'158".&%,".$,,(6&58"$/*"1''(+($/1&"*9*/(/0"$?"
+-*"#**):"""

 
Did God tell us to gather and worship Him in this way? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
682 A habitual practice 
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Old Covenant Sacrificial Ritual 
"
Q$'"'('"+*&&"+-*"/1+($/"$?"!,21*&"+$"01+-*2"1/'"#$2,-(."(/"1",.*3(?(3"#15"
133$2'(/0"+$"+-*"I&'"@$9*/1/+K"N*"3$441/'*'"+-*4"+$"3$4*"+$0*+-*2"
+-2**",.*3(?(3"+(4*,".*2"5*12683"1+"1"'*,(0/1+*'".&13*684"?$2"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"
3$/'%3+(/0",.*3(?(3"1/(41&"1/'"021(/",132(?(3*,K685"9$&%/+125",132(?(3*,"Y"6%2/+"
$??*2(/0,6868"021(/"$??*2(/0,6878".*13*"$??*2(/0,6888"1/'"41/'1+$25",132(?(3*,"Y"
,(/"$??*2(/0,689"1/'"+2*,.1,,"$??*2(/0,:690"J-(,"F*9(+(31&",132(?(3(1&",5,+*4"
3$/+(/%*'"?$2"1..2$D(41+*&5"d<<="5*12,"%."+$"S=";:P:"#-*/"R$4*"
'*,+2$5*'"+-*"+*4.&*"1+"a*2%,1&*4:"A%+"Q$'8"N(4,*&?8"-1'"1&2*1'5".%+"1/"
*/'"+$"+-(,",5,+*4"16$%+"eS"5*12,"*12&(*2"1+"+-*"32%3(?(D($/"$?"a*,%,"$?"
H1T12*+-:691"J-*,*"41+*2(1&",132(?(3*,"#*2*",-1'$#,b"6%+"+-*"2*1&(+5"(,"
@-2(,+:692"H$#8"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+8"+-*"$/&5"+-(/0"+-1+"31/"6*"0(9*/"+$"Q$'"

 
683 Namely, the Feasts of Unleavened Bread (Passover), Weeks (Shavuot), and Tabernacles (Succoth). (Exodus 
23:14, 17; 34:23; Deuteronomy 16:16) 
684 First, at the tabernacle of Moses, and then at David’s tabernacle, and later at Solomon’s temple and the 
rebuilt temple in Jerusalem. (John 4:20; Cf. Deuteronomy 12:5, 13-14; 14:23-25; 26:2; 2 Chronicles 7:15-16; 
Isaiah 27:13. God had forbidden any other sites of worship. (2 Kings 18:22; 21:3; 2 Chronicles 32:12; 33:3; 
Isaiah 36:7) 
685 See Leviticus 23 
686 Leviticus 1; 6:8, 13; 8:18-21; 16:24. 
687 Leviticus 2; 6:14-23. 
688 Leviticus 3; 7:11-34 
689 Leviticus 4; 5:11-13; 6:24-30; 8:14-17; 16:3-22. 
690 Leviticus 5:14-19; 6:1-7; 7:1-6. 
691 Hebrews 10:1-10, 19-22 
692 Colossians 2:17 
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12*",.(2(+%1&",132(?(3*,693"U"+-1+"(,8"W.21(,*X694"U"/14*&58"9*261&695"
+-1/),0(9(/0:696""
"
O/'*2,+1/'(/0"+-*"I&'"J*,+14*/+"+5.*,"'$*,"-19*"91&%*"(/"&*12/(/0"+-*"
45,+*25"$?"@-2(,+:697"A%+".213+(3(/0"I&'"@$9*/1/+"2(+%1&,"-1,"16,$&%+*&5"/$"
1..&(31+($/"(/"H*#"@$9*/1/+"#$2,-(."$2"G33&*,(1"01+-*2(/0,:"
"

But, what about the Jewish Christians 
gathering in the temple in the Book of Acts? 

"
M-*/"#*"2*1'"(/";3+,"gK<n"+-1+"+-*"?(2,+"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,"01+-*2*'"“Day by 

day continuing with one mind in the temple ….”8"#*"12*"+*4.+*'"+$"+1)*"+-1+"1,"
1"W/$24X698"?$2"+-*"@-%23-"+$'15:$''"A%+8"+-(,".1,,10*"'*,32(6*,"1"9*25"
%/(V%*",*1,$/"1+"+-*"6*0(//(/0"$?"+-*"@-%23-K"a*,%,"-1'"12(,*/"?2$4"+-*"
'*1'"1/'"#1,"1..*12(/0"+$".*$.&*"1&&"$9*2"a*2%,1&*4:";/'"a*,%,"-1'"+$&'"
N(,"'(,3(.&*,"+$">J;_"!H"aGRO>;FG]";HP"M;!J"+$"2*3*(9*"“The Promise of 

the Father”:700">$8"+-1+f,"#-1+"+-*,*"a*#,"#*2*"'$(/0:"J-*2*"#*2*"16$%+"
e==="$?"+-*4"U"3$4.2(,*'"$?"a*#,"#-$"1&2*1'5"&(9*'"(/"a*2%,1&*4"7$(/*'"65"

 
693 1 Peter 2:5 
694 1 Peter 2:9; Hebrews 13:15 
695 Greek: cheilos, Strong’s # 5491 
696 Greek: ainesis, Strong’s # 133  
697 Cf. My teachings: “Seeing Him Who is Unseen” and “Seeing Christ in the Tabernacle” – These are freely 
available by emailing: AtChristsTable@gmail.com   
698 i.e., prescriptive, rather than descriptive  
699 I have belonged to churches which tried gathering daily for a season, based on this verse. 
700 Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4. 
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“devout men from every nation under heaven”.701""J-*,*"#*2*"41&*,702"U"/$+"
#$4*/"1/'"3-(&'2*/"U"4*/"#-$"#*2*"-(0-&5"2*&(0($%,"U".($%,"1/'"'*9$%+703"
#-$"-1'"+219*&*'"9*25"&$/0"'(,+1/3*,"$/"+-*(2"5*12&5".(&02(410*"+$"
a*2%,1&*4:";3+,"gKl",15,8"“Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem….”"J-*"
Q2**)"#$2'8")1+$()*$8"(/?$24,"%,"+-1+"+-*,*"“devout men from every nation 

under heaven”"-1'"'*3('*'"+$"/$#"-$%,*"(/"a*2%,1&*4"W.*241/*/+&5X:704"
J-*,*"#*2*".12+(3%&12"4*/"$?"4*1/,"U"/$+",-*.-*2',8"?124*2,8"1/'"
?(,-*24*/"?2$4"+-*"$%+&5(/0"'(,+2(3+,"$?"a*2%,1&*4"U"6%+"-19(/0"&*?+"+-*(2"
.2$.*2+(*,"1/'".$,,*,,($/,"#*2*"/$#"/**'(/0"?$$'"1/'"&$'0(/0"(/"
a*2%,1&*4:705"
"
;,"!"'(,3%,,*'"1+"&*/0+-"*12&(*2"(/"+-(,",*2(*,7068"+-*,*"a*#(,-"@-2(,+(1/,"
3$/+(/%*'"(/"+-*(2"3%,+$4,"61,*'"(/"+-*"]$,1(3"F1#"?$2"e=="5*12,8"2(0-+"%."
+$"+-*"+(4*"$?"@$/,+1/+(/*:%)%"!/"?13+8"+-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"1&,$".%6&(3&5".213+(3*'"
+-*,*"3%,+$4,"2(0-+"%."+$"+-*"+(4*"$?"-(,"122*,+"(/"a*2%,1&*48"1+"#-(3-".$(/+8"
+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"-1'"62$%0-+"-(4"+$"1"?%&&*2"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"+-*"*,,*/+(1&"
'(??*2*/3*"6*+#**/"+-*"I&'"1/'"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+,8",$"+-1+"(/"-(,"&1+*2"

 
701 Acts 2:5 
702 Greek: aner, Strong’s # 435 
703 Greek: eulabes, Strong’s # 2126 
704 Strong’s # 2730, reside, dwell, inhabit. These men had left their properties and possessions back in their 
various nations. (Acts 2:9-11) We could speculate that because of their pentecostal experience in Jerusalem, 
they may have sent word back to their households to “sell up” and join them in Jerusalem.   
705 Cf. Acts 2:44-45 
706 See Jewish Roots in Christianity and Led By the Spirit in the New & Living Way series.  
707 This is discussed at length in Jewish Roots in Christianity and Led By the Spirit articles in my New & 

Living Way series. 
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*.(,+&*,7088"-*"2*?*22*'"+$"+-*,*"3%,+$4,"/*01+(9*&5"1,"“elementary principles 

of the world”709"U".213+(3*,"@-2(,+(1/,",-$%&'"/$"&$/0*2"6*"*/010*'"(/:"""
"

What about the Jewish Christians, 
including the apostle Paul, 

attending synagogue services in the Book of Acts? 
"
I/*"4(0-+"#1/+"+$"41)*"+-*"31,*"+-1+"+-*",5/10$0%*",*29(3*8"#-(3-"
.2$616&5"*4*20*'"'%2(/0"+-*"A165&$/(1/"@1.+(9(+57108"(,"+-*"*V%(91&*/+"$?"+-*"
3-%23-"W#$2,-(.",*29(3*X:"J-(,"(,"V%(+*"+2%*"U"+-*"W$2'*2"$?",*29(3*X"$?"+-*"
3$/9*/+($/1&"3-%23-"W#$2,-(.",*29(3*X"1/'"+-*",5/10$0%*",*29(3*"(,",(4(&12K""
d:"B(2,+"+-*"W>-*41X8"#-(3-"+-*"a*#,"#$%&'"2*.*1+",*9*21&"+(4*,"'1(&58"
#$%&'"6*"2*3(+*'"Y"“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is Our God. The Lord is one!”711   

g:"J-*/"3*2+1(/".215*2,"#$%&'"6*",.$)*/:""
e:"J-*/"1"2*1'(/0"?2$4"+-*"F1#:"#$"""
<:"J-*/"1"2*1'(/0"?2$4"+-*"E2$.-*+,:"#%"""
l:"J-*/"1",*24$/:"#&""

 
708 Galatians (later dating of the North Galatia Theory), 2 Corinthians, Romans, Philippians, Colossians.   
709 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20. 
710 Some think that synagogues possibly began during the time of Ezra with the rebuilding of the 2nd temple. But 
there is archeological evidence of synagogues in Egypt dating from the 300 B.C. However, synagogues 
predominated as gathering places after the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D. 
711 Deuteronomy 6:4  
712 Genesis through Deuteronomy 
713 Intended to illustrate the Law 
"#&!%&$!'()"*+*,$!#,-$#'!.+,-/!/$01/$!.&+!."'!2+!-$"/!2&$!'$#310$!")/!*13$!2&$!'$#4+)5!6!/177$#$)2!

8$#'+)!.+,-/!9$!0&+'$)!2+!-$"/!$"0&!.$$:5!!
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J-*"+#$"W$2'*2,"$?",*29(3*X"12*8"(/'**'8"V%(+*",(4(&12b"6%+"+-*".$(/+"(,"+-(,K";,"
#(+-"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&"3-%23-"W#$2,-(.",*29(3*X8"Q$'"/*9*2"3$441/'*'"

+-*"a*#"+$".213+(3*"+-*",5/10$0%*",*29(3*:"J-*2*"(,"/$",%3-"3$441/'"
2*3$2'*'"(/"+-*",32(.+%2*,:"!+"#1,"1"3%&+%21&"3%,+$4"U"1/"*/+(2*&5"-%41/"
(/9*/+($/"U"#-(3-"*4*20*'"'%2(/0"+-*"GD(&*:"!/'**'8"$/*"3$%&'",15"+-1+"+-*"
.213+(3*"$?"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&"3-%23-"W#$2,-(.",*29(3*X"1&,$"2*?&*3+,"+-*"2*1&(+5"
$?"1",.(2(+%1&"*D(&*"U"1/"1'$.+(/0"$?"+-*"3%,+$4,"$?"+-*",%22$%/'(/0"3%&+%2*8"
#(+-"(+,"412)*+(/0"+*3-/(V%*,8"$201/(T1+($/8",3-*'%&*,8".2$0214,8"
*/+*2+1(/4*/+8"4*+-$'$&$0(*,8"1/'"+*3-/$&$0(*,"U"1&&"“elementary principles 

of the world”715:""
"

 
715 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20. ;!&"3$!/1'0,''$/!2&$'$!2&1)*'!"2!-$)*2&!1)!2&$!New & Living Way!

'$#1$'!<!Elementary Principles of the World.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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The New Testament Scriptures 
!

Do the New Testament scriptures command us 
to gather and worship God in this way? 

"
!"#$%&'"&()*"+$"0(9*"45"1/,#*2"U"$2"1/,#*2,"U"1/'"+-*/"*D.&1(/"#-5"!"-19*"
122(9*'"1+"+-*,*"1/,#*2,K"J-*"1/,#*2"(,"HI"U"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"
,32(.+%2*,"'$"/$+"3$441/'"%,"+$"01+-*2"1/'"#$2,-(."Q$'"(/"+-(,"#15"U"$2"(/"
1/5"$+-*2".2*,32(6*'"#15:"J-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"415"*/3$%210*"
%,"1,"+$"#-5"#*",-$%&'"01+-*2b"6%+"'$"/$+"3$441/'"%,"#-*2*8"#-*/8"$2"

-$#"+$"01+-*2:"J-*2*?$2*8"#*"12*"/$+"3$441/'*'"+$"01+-*2"1/'"#$2,-(."
Q$'"(/"#-1+"-1,"6*3$4*"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&"$2"3%,+$4125"W#$2,-(.",*29(3*X8"
/$2"(/"1"#15"#-(3-"2*,*46&*,"+-*",5/10$0%*",*29(3*"01+-*2(/0:""
"
J-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"'*,32(6*"#-*2*8"#-*/8"1/'"-$#"+-*"*12&5"
@-2(,+(1/,"01+-*2*'8"6%+"'$"/$+".2*,32(6*"#-*2*8"#-*/8"1/'"-$#"#*"12*"+$"
01+-*2:";/'8"7%,+"6*?$2*"#*"'(,3%,,"+-*"#$2',"W'*,32(.+(9*X"1/'"
W.2*,32(.+(9*X8"!"#$%&'"&()*"+$",+1+*"+-*"*/'"$?"+-*"41++*2K"H$+"$/&5"
3$/3*2/(/0"01+-*2(/0,"U"6%+"(/"1&&"+-(/0,"Y"6$+-"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+8"1/'"+-*"

H*#"J*,+14*/+"1%+-$2,"#-$4"N*"(/,.(2*'8"(/+*/'*'"+$"6$+-"'*,32(6*"

1/'".2*,32(6*"a*,%,"@-2(,+"U"1/'"+-1+"(,8"/$+"133$2'(/0"+$"+-*"&*++*28"6%+"
133$2'(/0"+$"+-*"F1#"$?"@-2(,+%($"U"+-*"&1#"$?"+-*">.(2(+"$?"&(?*"(/"@-2(,+"

a*,%,:%(%""""""""

 
716 Galatians 6:2; 1 Corinthians 9:21 
717 Romans 8:2  
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"
Descriptive or Prescriptive? 
"
M-*/"#*"2*1'"$?"+-*"13+(9(+(*,"$?"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"3-%23-"(/"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,8"
#-(3-"415"1&,$"6*"2*?*22*'"+$"(/"+-*"912($%,"G.(,+&*,8"12*"#*"+$"+1)*"#-1+"
#*"2*1'"1,"E2*,32(.+(9*"$2"P*,32(.+(9*`"J-(,"#1,"'(,3%,,*'"1+"&*/0+-"(/"1"
.2*9($%,"12+(3&*"Y""Elementary Principles of the World: Conventional 

Worship Praxes:"A%+",%??(3*"+$",15"-*2*K""

§ WP*,32(.+(9*X",(4.&5"4*1/,"WM-1+"'('"-1..*/X:"Q*/*21&&5",.*1)(/08"
+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,"(,"'*,32(.+(9*:"U"!+"(,"1/"-(,+$2(31&"133$%/+"$?"#-1+"'('"
-1..*/:""

§ WE2*,32(.+(9*X",(4.&5"4*1/,"WM-1+",-$%&'"-1..*/:X"Q*/*21&&5"
,.*1)(/08"+-*"G.(,+&*,"12*".2*,32(.+(9*:""U"J-*5"0(9*"(/,+2%3+($/,"$/"
#-1+"+$"'$"1/'"#-1+"/$+"+$"'$:""

§ P*,32(.+(9*".1,,10*,"+*&&"%,"#-1+"'('"-1..*/8"6%+"/$+"#-1+",-$%&'"
-1..*/:"M-1+"-1..*/*'"(/"+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"3-%23-"415"6*"(/,+2%3+(9*"
1/'"415"6*"[$2"415"/$+"6*\"6*/*?(3(1&"+$"(4(+1+*8718"6%+"415"/$+"
/*3*,,12(&5"6*",$4*+-(/0"+-1+"#*"12*"3$441/'*'"+$"(4(+1+*:"J-*"?13+"
+-1+",$4*+-(/0"'('"-1..*/"(,"/$+"1/"*'(3+"$?"#-1+"4%,+"-1..*/:"
P*,32(.+(9*"(,"/$+"E2*,32(.+(9*:""

§ A*5$/'"+-(,8"#*"/**'"+$"*D*23(,*"1"?%/'14*/+1&".2(/3(.&*"$?"
-*24*/*%+(3,"65"1,)(/0K"M-1+"(,"+-*"1%+-$2f,"(/+*/+"(/"+-*".1,,10*"U"
+$".2*,32(6*"$2"+$"'*,32(6*`"M-1+"#*"12*"&$$)(/0"?$2"(,"/$+"#-1+"#*"

 
718 I would add, if led by the Spirit to do so. 
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(/+*/'"+$"'$"#(+-"+-*",32(.+%2*".1,,10*7198"6%+"#-1+"+-*"1%+-$2"(/+*/'*'"
+$"3$44%/(31+*"+-2$%0-"+-*",32(.+%2*".1,,10*:"!/"+-*(2"6$$)8"WN$#"J$"
R*1'"+-*"A(6&*"?$2";&&"!+,"M$2+-X8"Q$2'$/"B**"1/'"P$%0&1,">+%12+",15K"
WO/&*,,">32(.+%2*"*D.&(3(+&5"+*&&,"%,"#*"4%,+"'$",$4*+-(/08"#-1+"(,"$/&5"
/1221+(9*,"$2"'*,32(6*'"'$*,"/$+"?%/3+($/"(/"1"/$241+(9*"#15:X%*)""

"
;&+-$%0-",$4*",**"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,"1,"/$241+(9*8"6*(/0"1/"-(,+$2(31&"
2*3$2'8"(+",-$%&'"21+-*2"6*"%/'*2,+$$'"1,"6*(/0"0*/*21&&5"'*,32(.+(9*:">$4*"
120%4*/+,",.*3(?(31&&5"101(/,+"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,"6*(/0"0*/*21&&5".2*,32(.+(9*"
12*K"

d\ ;&&"+-*"#15"%."+$"-(,"122*,+"(/"a*2%,1&*4"[;3+,"gd\8"E1%&"3$/+(/%*'"+$"
.213+(3*"(/".%6&(3"a*#(,-"3%,+$4,"61,*'"$/"+-*"]$,1(3"F1#:"J-(,"(,"
'*,32(.+(9*:"E1%&"-(4,*&?8"&1+*2".2*,32(6*'"/$+"+$"'$"+-(,:"

g\ A*31%,*",$4*+-(/0"(,"4*/+($/*'"$/3*"(/"1/"-(,+$2(31&"2*3$2'"[+-*"A$$)"$?"
;3+,\8"(+"(,"&()*&5"/$"4$2*"+-1/"1/"1,,%4.+($/"+$"3$/3&%'*"+-1+"(+"#1,"
.213+(3*'"65"1&&"+-*"3-%23-*,"(/"1&&"+-*".&13*,"1&&"+-*"+(4*8"1/'"+-%,8"
1,,%4*'"+$"6*"/$241+(9*:"M-(&*"+-*"3$/3*.+"$?"W2*,+$21+($/X"(,"/$+"
*22$/*$%,"(/"*,,*/3*8"(+"-1,"6**/"4(,1..2$.2(1+*'"65",$4*"3$/+(/0*/+,"$?"
+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+"(/"1/"*??$2+"+$"2*,+$2*"W+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+"E1++*2/X:"""

e\ J-*".2*,32(.+(9*",**4,"+$"3$/+21'(3+"+-*"/1+%2*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(/"
*,,*/3*"U"/14*&58"(+",-$%&'"6*"1"4(/(,+25"“according to the Spirit, not 

 
719 The insistent demand of our pragmatic culture to always “make a practical life applications” of scripture, 
may often actually encourage a specious use of scripture. (In any case, not everything is “about us”, and there is 
plenty of scripture which reveals God, and is not necessarily applicable to our material lives.)    
720 p. 124. Cf. pp. 126-130 for “6 Hermeneutical Principles for Interpreting Acts”.  

http://www.atchriststable.org/


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

273 

according to the letter”.721"J-*".2(/3(.&*"[$2"&1#\"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"(,K"“I 

have given You as a covenant…”722"U"+-1+"(,8"“The Law of Christ”723"U"/14*&58"
“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”.724""J-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"
12*"/$+"1"W&1#X8"6%+"12*"21+-*2"'*,32(.+(9*"$?"@-2(,+:""""

<\ M-*/"&$$)(/0"1+"1".1,,10*"(/"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,"U"$2"+-*"G.(,+&*,"Y"#*"/**'"
+$"1,)K"WP('"a*,%,"3$441/'"N(,"'(,3(.&*,"+$"'$"+-(,`X";"3%,+$48"#-(3-"415"
-19*"0$$'"1,.*3+,8"(,"/$+"/*3*,,12(&5"1"3$441/':"!/"]1++-*#"lK<c8"a*,%,"
3$441/'*'".*2?*3+($/"[3$4.&*+*/*,,"U"+-1+"(,8"(/"*9*25".$,,(6&*",(+%1+($/\:"
M-1+"#*",**"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"12*"-*&.?%&"1,"*D14.&*,"
['*,32(.+($/,\"1/'".2(/3(.&*,8"6%+"1,".2*,32(.+($/,8"+-*5"?1&&",-$2+"$?"+-*"
.*2?*3+($/"$?"@-2(,+"U",.*3(?(31&&58"+-*5"'$"/$+"+1)*"(/"*9*25".$,,(6&*"
,(+%1+($/"U"+-*5"12*"/$+"3$4.&*+*:"

"
Some Non-prescriptive Descriptions in the New Testament  
"
;,"!",1('8"!"-19*"'*1&+"#(+-"+-*,*"+-(/0,"(/"+-*"12+(3&*"Elementary Principles 

of the World: Conventional Worship Praxes:"J-*2*"!",.*3(?(31&&5"'(,3%,,*'"

+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"$?"+-*"*12&5"3-%23-"(/"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,K""
§ Q1+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"$/"+-*"?(2,+"'15"$?"+-*"#**)"
§ J-*"@$&&*3+($/"
§ J-*"F$2'f,">%..*2"

 
721 2 Corinthians 3:6 
722 Isaiah 42:6 
723 1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2 
724 Romans 8:2 
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M-(&*"41/5"3$/,('*2"+-*,*"13+(9(+(*,"?$%/'"(/"+-*"A$$)"$?";3+,"+$"6*"
.2*,32(.+(9*"1/'"-19*"6*3$4*"3%,+$4"(/"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&"W#$2,-(.",*29(3*X"
1/'"1&,$"(/"I201/(3"@-%23-"4**+(/0,8"+-*5"12*8"(/"?13+8"'*,32(.+(9*:%*#""
;&,$8"1"?19$2(+*"13+(9(+5"$?"I201/(3"@-%23-"1'-*2*/+,"U""

§ +-*"WA$'5"4(/(,+25X"#-(3-"(,"?$%/'"(/"+-*"*.(,+&*8"d"@$2(/+-(1/,"d<Kgn"U"
+-1+"(,8"*13-".*2,$/"1+"1"01+-*2(/0"“has a psalm, a teaching, a revelation, a 
tongue, an interpretation of a tongue”. 

M-(&*"!"6*&(*9*"+-(,"?$241+"?$2"1"01+-*2(/0"31/"6*",.(2(+%1&&5"6*/*?(3(1&"Y"4$2*"
,$"#(+-"'(,3(.&*,"*,+16&(,-*'"(/"+-*",.(2(+%1&"'(,3(.&(/*,8"#-$")/$#"+-*"F$2'8"
1/'")/$#"-$#"+$"2*3*(9*"&(?*"?2$4"+-*"N*1'"1/'",-12*"(+"#(+-"+-*"4*46*2,"
$?"+-*"A$'58"!".2$.$,*"+-1+"+$",15"+-(,".12+(3%&12"?$241+"#1,"/$241+(9*"?$2"
+-*"?(2,+"3*/+%25"3-%23-"1/'"(,"+-*2*?$2*".2*,32(.+(9*"?$2"+-*"3-%23-"+$'15"(,"
4*2*&5"1/"1,,%4.+($/:"H$#-*2*"(/"+-*",32(.+%2*,"'('"E1%&"(/,+2%3+"+-*"
@$2(/+-(1/,"U"$2"1/5"$+-*2"3-%23-726"U"+$"31225"$/"+-(,",.*3(?(3"13+(9(+5"#-*/"
01+-*2(/0:"N*"#1,"4*2*&5"'*,32(6(/0"+-*"@$2(/+-(1/,f"3%,+$4125"01+-*2(/0,:"
;/'"E1%&f,"(/+*/+($/"(/"+-*".1,,10*"#1,"+$".2*,32(6*"+-1+"“all things must be 
done properly and in an orderly manner.”727  
"
!"4%,+",15"+-1+"+-*"W'*,32(.+(9*X"k"W.2*,32(.+(9*X".121'(04"(,"/$+",1+(,?5(/0"+$"
4*8"1,"!",**"+-*"#-$&*"('*1"$?".2*,32(.+($/,"$?"3*2+1(/"13+(9(+(*,"1,"6*(/0"1+"
+-*"9*25"3$2*"$?"“the elementary principles of the world”728:"!+"(,"/$+"+-*"

 
725 =$$ Elementary Principles of the World: Conventional Worship Praxes 
726 There is no indication in scripture that other churches in other locations carried on this specific activity when 
gathering. They may have; but it is not recorded in scripture. To say it was normative is an assumption. 
727 1 Corinthians 14:40; Cf. v.26-39. 
728 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20. 
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13+(9(+(*,"+-*4,*&9*,"#-(3-"12*".2$6&*41+(38"(+"(,"+-*".2*,32(6(/0"$?"+-$,*"
13+(9(+(*,"#-(3-"!".*23*(9*"1,"W$?"+-*"&*++*2X"1/'"+-*2*?$2*"9($&1+(/0"+-*"
*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"65".2$4$+(/0"1"4(/(,+25"“of the letter”"21+-*2"
+-1/"“of the Spirit” – “the Law of Christ”, “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus”."!"14"4$2*"$?"+-*".*2,%1,($/"+$",158"(/"1"41//*2"$?",.*1)(/0K"
M-1+*9*2"#*",**"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"+-1+"(,"'*,32(.+(9*"$?"

@-2(,+"(,".2*,32(.+(9*:"!"6*&(*9*"(+"#1,"+-*"(/+*/+($/"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"1/'"
+-*"1%+-$2,"N*"(/,.(2*'"+$"6$+-"'*,32(6*"1/'".2*,32(6*"@NR!>J"+-2$%0-"
+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,:""
"
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The New Commandment 
!

What DID Jesus tell us to DO? 
!

"
F*+f,"&$$)"1+"+-*"&1,+"*9*/(/0"a*,%,",.*/+"#(+-"N(,"'(,3(.&*,"1/'",**"#-1+"
#1,"$/"N(,"-*12+"1/'"4(/'"+-1+"N*"#1/+*'"+$"(4.12+"+$"+-*4"6*?$2*"N*"#1,"
122*,+*'"1/'"32%3(?(*':"N*"13+%1&&5"-1'"1"&$+"+$",15"U"N(,"4*,,10*"+-1+"
*9*/(/0729"#1,"*9*/"&$/0*2"+-1/"N(,"W>*24$/"$/"+-*"]$%/+X8730"#-*2*"N*"
1&,$",.$)*"4%3-"16$%+"#-1+"N*"#1/+*'"%,"+$"PI:""
"
M*"31/",%4412(T*"+-1+"&1,+"*9*/(/0f,"+1&)"65",15(/0"N*"+1%0-+"+-*4",$4*"
9*25".2$?$%/'"+-(/0,"3$/3*2/(/0"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:";01(/8"(?"#*"?$3%,"(/"
$/"7%,+"#-1+"N*"3$441/'*'"U"+-1+"(,8"#-1+"N*"+$&'"%,"+$"PI"Y"#*",**"+-(,K"
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for one another.”731 ""

"

>$8"-$#"'$*,"&$9(/0"$/*"1/$+-*2"2*&1+*"+$"01+-*2(/0,`"I2"6*++*2^""
"

How do gatherings relate to loving one another? 
"

 
729 John 13-17 
730 Matthew 5-7 
731 John 13:34-35, Cf. 15:12 
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a*,%,",.$)*"$?"+-*")(/'"$?"&$9*"+-1+"W#1,-*,"$/*"1/$+-*2f,"?**+X732"U"+-1+"(,8"
&$9*"*D.2*,,*'"+-2$%0-"-%4(&(+5"1/'",*291/+-$$':";/'"N*",.$)*"$?"+-*"
&$9*"$?"“friends laying down their lives for one another”733"U"+-1+"(,8",*&?Y'*/5(/0"
&$9*:""
"

Do the activities of a conventional “worship service”  
demonstrate this kind of love? 

"
J-*,*"'*4$/,+21+($/,"$?"&$9*"12*"(/"3&*12"3$/+21,+"+$"+-*",.(2(+"$?"+-*"#$2&':"
;/'"(/"1".1216$&(3"?$248"+-*5"'*4$/,+21+*"[#(+-$%+"#$2',\"+-*"0$,.*&"U"
/14*&58"N%41/(+5f,"2*'*4.+($/"+-2$%0-"+-*"@2$,,"$?"@-2(,+"1/'"+-*"
3&*1/,(/0"$?",(/. “… just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many”.734  
"

Can you see why the Lord would intend for this love – His love 
- to be demonstrated out in the world? 

"
J-*"#$2&'"31//$+",**"$%2"&$9(/0"$/*"1/$+-*2"(/"1"-$%,*"$2"6%(&'(/0:"J-(,"
)(/'"$?"&$9*"[W1/"13+($/"#$2'X\"-1,"+$"6*"'*4$/,+21+*'"?$2"+-*"#$2&'"+$",**"U"
+-2$%0-"912($%,"13+(9(+(*,"3$/'%3+*'"$%+"(/"+-*"#$2&':"M$2,-(."(,"1"&(?*,+5&*%!#"
U"+-1+"(,8"1"&(?*,+5&*"$?",%22*/'*2"736"#-(3-"415"6*"'$/*"(/".2(91+*"?$2"+-*"4$,+"

 
732 John 13:34-35, Cf. 15:12 
733 John 15:12-17 
734 Matthew 20:28 
735 This is concept is discussed throughout the articles of The New & Living Way series. 
736 Greek: proskuneo, Strong’s # 4352  
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.12+8"6%+"1&,$"1"&(?*,+5&*"$?",*29(3*737"#-(3-"(,"'$/*"(/".%6&(3"?$2"+-*"4$,+".12+:"
!+"(,"+-(,"&(?*,+5&*"$?"&$9(/0",*29(3*"U"+$"$/*"1/$+-*2"1/'"+$"+-$,*",+(&&"
.2(,$/*2,"+$"+-*"0$'"$?"+-(,"#$2&'"U"#-(3-"a*,%,"#1,"2*?*22(/0"+$"#-*/"N*"
,1('K"
"
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor 
does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it 
gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light shine before men in such a 
way that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven.”738  
 
!"6*&(*9*"+-*"F$2'"(/+*/'*'"+-(,"&(?*,+5&*"$?"&$9(/0",*29(3*"[#$2,-(.\"$?"N(,"
.*$.&*"+$"“shine before men”"Y"1,"“light to the world”:"J$"*D*23(,*"+-(,"
.2(412(&5"(/"'*,(0/1+*'"4**+(/0".&13*,"?$2"+-*"@-%23-"(,"+$"“put it under a 

basket”:";+"6*,+8"W(/Y-$%,*X"13+(9(+(*,8"65"/1+%2*"$?"+-*"31,*8",(4.&5"/%2+%2*"1"
,%6Y3%&+%2*"+$"6*"*/7$5*'"65"@-2(,+(1/,:";+"#$2,+8"(+"14$%/+,"+$"/$+-(/0"
4$2*"+-1/"1"@-2(,+(1/"3$%/+25"3&%6:"A%+8"(+"(,"3&*128"+-1+"+-*"F$2'"(/+*/'*'"?$2"
+-*"B1+-*2"6*"0&$2(?(*'"65"-19(/0"N(,"q(/0"1/'"q(/0'$4"2*.2*,*/+*'"$%+"(/"
+-*"#$2&':""
"
J-*2*?$2*8"#-(&*"+-*2*"12*"3*2+1(/&5"W?14(&5"01+-*2(/0,X8"+-*2*"12*"1&,$"+$"6*"
01+-*2(/0,"+-1+"-19*"+$"'$"#(+-"W0$$'"#$2),X"$%+"(/"+-*"#$2&'8"#-(3-"12*"

 
737 Greek: latreia, Strong’s # 2999 (Romans 12:1) 
738 Matthew 5:14-16. In order for our good works to glorify the Father, they must be done by the Church, in His 
name – not in partnership with the world system, in the name of any socio-politico organization.  
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2*.2*,*/+1+(9*"$?"1/'"1"#(+/*,,"+$"+-*"q(/0"1/'"N(,"q(/0'$4:">$"+-*/8"
#-1+"12*"+-*,*"W0$$'"#$2),X`";/'"^"

 
What do gatherings have to do with these “good works”? 

"

A5"?128"+-*"6*,+"#2(+(/0"!"-19*"*9*2"3$4*"132$,,"$/"+-*",%67*3+"$?"+-*",$3(1&"
4(/(,+25"$?"+-*"@-%23-"(,"W>$3(1&";3+($/"a*,%,">+5&*X"65"F1225"@-2(,+*/,$/:739"
I/*"$?"+-*"W+1)*"1#15,X"!"2*3*(9*'"?2$4"+-(,"6$$)"(,"+-(,K"J-*"@-%23-"(,"+$"
6*"W1">*291/+"@-%23-X:"A%+"(+"(,"HIJ"+-*"W,*291/+X"$?"+-*"#$2&'"U"(+"(,"+-*"
W,*291/+X"$?"Q$':"J-*"@-%23-"-1,"-1'"+-*"+*/'*/35"+$"+1)*"(+,"&*1'(/0"?2$4"
+-*"#$2&'"2*012'(/0"(+,"(/9$&9*4*/+"(/",$3(1&"(,,%*,"U"+-1+"(,8"7%4.(/0"$/"
#-1+*9*2"W61/'"#10$/X"+-1+"(,"'*+*24(/*'"+$"6*"W(/"9$0%*X"?$2"+-*"
*D.*'(*/35"$?"+-*".$&(+(31&"3&(41+*"1/'"10*/'1,"1+"1/5"0(9*/"+(4*:"J-(,"31/"
&*19*"$+-*2",$3(1&"(,,%*,8"#-(3-"12*"7%,+"1,"#$2+-58"+$+1&&5"%/1''2*,,*':"
R1+-*28"+-*"@-%23-",-$%&'"6*"&*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"(/"(+,"4(,,($/"1/'"4(/(,+2(*,:"
;/'"+-*"&*1'(/0"$?"+-*">.(2(+"#(&&"1&#15,"6*"(/"1&(0/4*/+"#(+-"+-*"F$2'f,"
@$44(,,($/"$?"+-*"@-%23-"+$"R*.2*,*/+"+-*"q(/0"1/'"N(,"q(/0'$4:"

J-*2*?$2*8"21+-*2"+-1/"7%,+"W.%&&(/0",$4*+-(/0"$%+"$?"+-*"-1+X"2*012'(/0"W0$$'"
#$2),X"1/'"01+-*2(/0,8"#*"/**'"+$"3$/,('*2"#-1+"a*,%,"-1,"+$&'"%,"+$"'$"
U"+-*"Q2*1+"@$44(,,($/,"U"1/'"+-*/"#*"#(&&"3$/,('*2"#-1+",$4*"$?"+-$,*"

W0$$'"#$2),X"4(0-+"6*"(/"&(0-+"$?"+-1+:740"""""
"

 
739 (1976) The original title was “A Charismatic Approach to Social Action” (1974). 
740 It must be noted that doing these “good works” is not the only way we represent the King and His Kingdom, 
but it is just one of the ways we witness to the world. 
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PART II 
 

The Commission of the Church  
- to Represent the King & His Kingdom   

 
How does gathering relate to the fact that  

Jesus commissioned us to represent the King and His Kingdom?  
"
F*+f,"2*9(*#"+-*"Q2*1+"@$44(,,($/[,\"U"+-1+"(,8"#-1+"a*,%,"+$&'"%,"+$"6*"
'$(/0"'%2(/0"+-*"@-%23-";0*K"""
"

§ E2*13-"+-*"Q$,.*&"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4""
- (/"+-*"M-$&*"M$2&'"1,"1"J*,+(4$/5"+$";&&"E*$.&*,:""
(Matthew 24:14; Cf. Matthew 16:13-19; Ephesians 3:10)  
§ A*"1"P(,3(.&*"$?"+-*"q(/0"1/'"N(,"q(/0'$4""
"""(Matthew 13:52; Cf. 16:13-19) 
§ P(,3(.&*";&&"E*$.&*,"(Matthew 28:18-20)"
§ WA*"G/010*'"(/"+-*"]1++*2,X741"$?"N(,"q(/0'$4"%/+(&"N*"2*+%2/,:""
""(Luke 19:13)"J-(,"(,"+-*"@1&&(/0"$?"+-*"G33&*,(1:";/'"2*&1+*'"+$"+-(,"Y"

§ P$"W0$$'"#$2),X"Y"$%+"(/"+-*"#$2&':"(Matthew 5:14-16)"""
"
F*+f,"&$$)"1+"*13-"$?"+-*,*"q(/0'$4"1,,(0/4*/+,"1/'"3$/,('*2".$,,(6&*"
(4.&(31+($/,"?$2"01+-*2(/0:  

 
741 I believe the Apostolic Bible Polyglot translation here has the most clear meaning of the Greek word, 
pragmateuomai, Strong’s # 4231, viz. “to be engaged with a matter”. The KJV, “to occupy”, sounds too 
military; and the NKJV, “to do business”, and the ESV, “to be engaged in business”, sound too mercenary. (The 
words, “with this”, which would infer the money given to the servants in the parable, is in italics, meaning it is 
not actually in the Greek text. The meaning, therefore, is “to be engaged with matters” of Lord’s household or 
kingdom. Cf. Luke 19:1.         
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Preach the Gospel of the Kingdom 

in the Whole World as a Testimony to All Peoples 
(Matthew 24:14; Cf. Matthew 16:13-19; Ephesians 3:10) 

"
J-*2*"12*"912($%,"9(*#,"$/"+-*"q(/0'$4"$?"Q$'"1/'k$2"+-*"q(/0'$4"$?"
N*19*/:742";/'"3$/,*V%*/+&58"+-*2*"12*"1&,$"912($%,"'*?(/(+($/,"$?"“the gospel of 

the Kingdom”:"!+"(,"/$+"#(+-(/"+-*",3$.*"$?"+-(,".12+(3%&12"12+(3&*"+$"*9*/"1++*4.+"
+$"0(9*"1"?%&&"+2*1+4*/+"+$"+-1+",%67*3+"41++*2:"N$#*9*28"+-*2*"(,"1",-$2+"
.1,,10*"(/"+-*"0$,.*&,"#-(3-"0(9*,"%,"+-*"*,,*/3*"$?K""
Y +-*"q(/0'$4"
Y +-*"0$$'"/*#,"16$%+"+-*"q(/0'$4"
Y #-1+"(+"4*1/,"+$"6*"1"'(,3(.&*"$?"+-*"q(/0"1/'"N(,"q(/0'$4"
Y 1,"#*&&"1,"+-*"B$%/'1+($/"1/'"31&&(/0"$?"+-*"@-%23-"$2"G33&*,(1:743">$8"?$2"+-*"
.%2.$,*,"$?"+-(,"12+(3&*8"!f'"&()*"%,"+$"*D14(/*"]1++-*#"dnKdeYdo"#-(3-"!"
6*&(*9*"*/31.,%&1+*,"+-*"WQ$,.*&"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4X"U"+-1+"4*,,10*"#-(3-"

(,"+$"6*"1"W+*,+(4$/5Xb"1/'"1+"+-*",14*"+(4*8",-$#,"-$#"1&&"+-*"Q2*1+"

@$44(,,($/,"+(*"+$0*+-*2"U"$2"6*++*28"+(*,"+$0*+-*2"+-*"912($%,"1,.*3+,"$?"

$/*"Q2*1+"@$44(,,($/"?$2"+-*"@-%23-:"
 

 
742 Contrary to some dispensationalists, I do not believe scripture warrants making a distinction between the 
Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven. Cf. https://www.gotquestions.org/kingdom-heaven-God.html  
743 Contrary to what is in vogue today for some, I make no distinction between the Greek word, ecclesia, and its 
English translation, “church”. When I say “church”, I mean the full and accurate biblical meaning of “ecclesia”. 
Simply using the Greek word, ecclesia, in and of itself, helps no one understand the biblical meaning. The 
biblical meaning will always require explanation for the unlearned. Therefore, I think the English words, 
“church” or “assembly”, are adequate translations.  
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13 “Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of 
the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to 
you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 I also say to you that you are Peter744, and 
upon this rock745 I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower 
it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on 
earth shall have been746 bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have 
been loosed in heaven.”747 

!

9:"de"

a*,%,"2*?*22*'"+$"N(4,*&?"1,"“the Son of Man”:"J-(,"+(+&*"(,"?$%/'"(/"+-*"
4*,,(1/(3".2$.-*35"2*3$2'*'"(/"P1/(*&"SKdeYd<b"1/'"#1,"1"+(+&*"0(9*/"+$"+-*"
3$4(/0"]*,,(1-:"J-*"+2%*"]*,,(1-"#1,"+$"6*"6$2/"6$+-"?%&&5"Q$'"1/'"?%&&5"
-%41/:"&'";/'8"+-*"q(/0'$4"(,"&()*"(+,"q(/0"U"*9*25"-%41/"6*(/0"(/"+-(,"
)(/0'$4"4%,+"6*"6$2/"$?"+-*">.(2(+:"&(""

"""

9:d<"

J-*"0*/*21&"2*&(0($%,".%6&(3",1#"a*,%,"4*2*&5"1,"1".2$.-*+"U".&15(/0"1"
.2$.-*+(3"2$&*".2(412(&5"?$2"+-*".*$.&*"(/"+-*"*12+-&5")(/0'$4"$?"!,21*&"65""
,.*1)(/0"+$"+-*"*12+-&5".$#*2",+2%3+%2*,"16$%+",$3(1&"7%,+(3*:"J-(,".2$.-*+"

 
744 Greek: petros, Strong’s # 5586, a stone 
745 Greek: petra, Strong’s # 4073 , a large mass of rock, bedrock 
746 The Greek verb is in the Future Perfect tense and Passive case.  
747 Matthew 16:13-19; Cf. Mark 8:27-29; Luke 9:18-20 
748 John 1:1, 14; 1 John 4:2 
749 John 3:3-8 
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#1,"+$"6*"1"?$2*2%//*2"?$2"+-*"]*,,(1-8"#-$"#$%&'"&()*#(,*"*,+16&(,-"1"
2(0-+*$%,",$3(*+5"(/"#-(3-"!,21*&"3$%&'"'#*&&"(/".*13*"1/'".2$,.*2(+5:"!+"
+$$)",$4*"+(4*"+$"3$/9(/3*"N(,"'(,3(.&*,%#)8"6%+"a*,%,"2*9*1&*'"N(4,*&?"+$"
6*"1"'(??*2*/+")(/'"$?".2$.-*+"U".&15(/0"1".2$.-*+(3"2$&*".2(412(&5"?$2"Q$'"
65",.*1)(/0"?$2+-"Q$'f,".&1/,"1/'".%2.$,*,"?$2"N(,"-*19*/&5")(/0'$4:"
N*"#$%&'"1&,$"6*"1"'(??*2*/+")(/'"$?"q(/0"U"1"32%3(?(*'"@-2(,+:";/'"N(,"
#$%&'"6*"1"'(??*2*/+")(/'"$?"q(/0'$4"U"$/*"#-(3-"#1,"/$+"$?"+-(,"*12+-&5"
2*1&4"6%+"$?"+-*"-*19*/&5"2*1&4:"J-*2*?$2*"+-*"0$$'"/*#,"$?"JN!>"
)(/0'$4"(,"/$+"16$%+",$3(1&"+21/,?$241+($/8"6%+"21+-*2"16$%+",.(2(+%1&"

2*'*4.+($/:"

"

9:"dl"

a*,%,"1,),"*13-"$?"N(,"'(,3(.&*,"?$2"1".*2,$/1&"2*9*&1+($/"$?"N(4,*&?:"!+"
-1,"6**/",1('K"Q$'"'$*,/f+"-19*"1/5"021/'3-(&'2*/:"J-*"2*9*&1+($/,"$?"
5$%2"W,.(2(+%1&"?1+-*2X"415"-19*",$4*"(/,.(21+($/1&"1/'"*'%31+($/1&"91&%*b"
6%+"+$"6*"1"'(,3(.&*"IB"@NR!>J8"5$%"4%,+"-19*"1".*2,$/1&"2*9*&1+($/"$?"
N(4:"
 

9:"dn"

;/'"+-*"*,,*/+(1&"2*9*&1+($/"U"+-*"W6*'2$3)X"Y"(,"+-1+"a*,%,"(,"AIJN"+-*"
q(/0"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4"(“the Christ”)"1/'"“the Son of the Living God”:"!?"N*"(,"
1">$/8"+-*2*"(,"1"B1+-*2:"J-*2*?$2*8"1&$/0"#(+-"+-*"F$2',-(."$?"@-2(,+8"$/*"
4%,+"1&,$"%/'*2,+1/'"+-*">$/,-(."$?"@-2(,+8"?$2"#*"#-$"12*"!H"@NR!>J"

 
750 Cf. My articles: Seeing the Kingdom Through the Cross; Who Is This King of Glory?, The Cross & 
The Powers of Darkness, available by emailing AtChristsTable@gmail.com   
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+-2$%0-"?1(+-8"12*",$/,"!H"JNG">IH:"JN!>"(,"+-*"0$$'"/*#,"$?"JN!>""q(/0"
1/'"JN!>"q(/0'$4K"“Christ in you the hope of glory”"U"“We will be 

revealed with Him in glory”:751""_*,8"“He is bringing many sons to glory”.752 

“We will be glorified with Him”753"U"“the glory is to be revealed to us”754 1+ “the 

revealing of the sons of God”755"U"+-1+"(,8"1+"“our adoption as sons, the redemption 

of our body”8"1/'"+-*"2*'*4.+($/"$?"+-*"#-$&*"$?"+-(,"32*1+($/:756"J-(,"#(&&"+1)*"
.&13*"“at the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when 

He has abolished all rule and all authority and power”,757"?$2"N*"-1,"1&2*1'5"
“disarmed the rulers and authorities, made a public display of them, having 
triumphed over them through THE CROSS.”758 JN!>"(,"+-*"0$$'"/*#,"16$%+"

+-*"q(/0'$4"IB"QIP:""

"

9:"dS"

a*,%,"(/'(31+*'"+-1+"+-*",$%23*"$?"+-(,".*2,$/1&"2*9*&1+($/"(,"“My Father who 

is in heaven”."JN!>"B1+-*2"(,"+-*"“Ancient of Days”7598"+-*"]I>J"N!QN"

QIP"#-$"“judges in the midst of the gods”:760"JN!>"(,"+-*"q(/0'$4"IB"

NG;LGH"#*f2*"+1&)(/0"16$%+m"

"

"
 

751 Colossians 1:27, 3:4; Cf. 1 John 3:2 
752 Hebrews 2:10 
753 Romans 8:17 
754 Romans 8:18 
755 Romans 8:19 
756 Romans 8:20-25 
757 1 Corinthians 15:24 
758 Colossians 2:15 
759 Daniel 7:9-10, 13, 22; Cf. Psalm 90:2; Isaiah 44:6. 
760 Psalm 82:1 
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99:"dcYdo"

;/'"a*,%,"3&*12&5",+1+*'"^"
Y NG"#$%&'"6%(&'"N(,"@-%23-:"
Y N*"#$%&'"6%(&'"N(,"@-%23-"%.$/"JNG"BIOHP;J!IH"[+-*""""
""""""""W6*'2$3)X\"$?"JNG"]_>JGR_"IB"@NR!>J:""""
Y N*"#$%&'"6%(&'"N(,"@-%23-"65"RGLG;F!HQ"N!]>GFB:"""
Y N*"#$%&'"6%(&'"N(,"@-%23-"M!JN"P!>@!EFG>"U"+-$,*"#-$"""
""""""""-1'"1".*2,$/1&"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"N(48"#-(3-"#1,"61,*'"%.$/"""""
""""""""1".*2,$/1&"2*9*&1+($/"$?"N(4:""""
Y “The gates of Hades”761"#$%&'"/$+"$9*2.$#*2"JN!>"""
"""""""""@NOR@N:762"
Y N*"#$%&'"0(9*"JN!>"@NOR@N"“the keys of the Kingdom of   

        Heaven”"U",$"+-1+"(+"4(0-+"“be engaged in matters of the     
        Kingdom”.763 
""
;01(/8"“THIS Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a 

testimony to all peoples”.764""J-*"Q2**)"#$2'"+21/,&1+*'"W+*,+(4$/5X"[$2"
W#(+/*,,X\"-*2*"(,"412+%2($/8765"4*1/(/0"W;"PG@F;R;J!IH"IB"B;@J>X:""

 
761 Hades (Hebrew “Sheol) is the “unseen” realm of the dead. Concerning our redemption from “Death”, see my 
article, Some Thoughts on Evil. Putting Jesus’ words in the context of other scripture, He is referring to both 
a present and a future victory over Death, “now, but not yet” - the kingdom inaugurated now, but not yet 
consummated. Cf. “Gospel of the Kingdom” by George Eldon Ladd. Viz. Death will not overpower the Church, 
because Christ “has abolished Death” 2 Timothy 1:10; Hebrews 2:14; and “will abolish Death”: 1 Corinthians 
15:26; Revelation 20:14, 21:4.  
762 Ephesians 3:10. Cf. My article The Cross & The Powers of Darkness. 
763 Luke 19:13; Cf. This is the actual meaning, calling of the Ecclesia, which will be discussed shortly. 
764 Matthew 24:14 
765 Strong’s # 3142 
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"
@*2+1(/&58"#*"/**'"+$"01+-*2"?$2"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"JG;@N!HQ"+-*,*"W?13+,X"
+$"+-$,*"6*3$4(/0"'(,3(.&*,"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4:766"!"#$%&'"1&,$"&()*"+$",%00*,+"
-*2*767"+-1+"#*"/**'"+$"01+-*2"(/"$2'*2"+$"ERGE;RG"6*?$2*"+-*"$331,($/"
$?"41)(/0"+-(,"'*3&121+($/K""
Y N$#"U"(/"#-1+"#15,"Y"31/"#*"41)*"+-(,"'*3&121+($/`""
Y M-$"U"#-(3-"$?"%,"Y"#(&&"6*"41)(/0"+-(,"'*3&121+($/`""
Y M-*/"1/'"#-*2*"#(&&"#*"6*"41)(/0"+-(,"'*3&121+($/`"
Y M-1+"41+*2(1&,"1/'"*V%(.4*/+"#(&&"#*"/**'"+$"41)*"+-(,"""
""""""""'*3&121+($/`"
"
!/";3+,"g=KgS8"F%)*"2*3$2',"E1%&"1,"-19(/0",1('"-*"“declared the whole 

counsel of God”768."J-*"Q2**)"#$2'"+21/,&1+*'"W3$%/,*&X"(,"6$%&*769b"+-*"2$$+"
4*1/(/0"(,"W#(&&X:"J-*"H;>A"2*1',"W+-*"#-$&*".%2.$,*"$?"Q$'X:"J-*",14*"
#$2'"(,"%,*'"(/";3+,"deKen"U"“David served the boule of God in his 

generation.”770"!/";3+,"g=KgS8"E1%&"#1,",.*1)(/0"+$"+-*"*&'*2,"$?"+-*"3-%23-"
(/"G.-*,%,:"J-*2*?$2*8"#-*/"-*"%,*,"+-*".-21,*8"“the whole counsel (purpose, 

plan, will) of God”, #*"31/"3$/3&%'*"-*"(,"2*?*22(/0"+$"+2%+-,"2*3$2'*'"(/"-(,"
*.(,+&*"+$"+-*"G.-*,(1/,"U",.*3(?(31&&5"3-1.+*2"e8"9*2,*,"dYdg"U"#-*2*"-*"

 
766 Matthew 13:51-52 
767 And will be discussing in more detail shortly under “Be Engaged in Matters of the Kingdom” 
768 NKJV and ESV 
769 Strong’s $ 1012 
770 Robertson’s Word Pictures of the New Testament: The counsel of God. If huperetesas, “having served”, is in 
the dative case, then: “having served the whole counsel of God in his generation”. But, if huperetesas is in the 
instrumental case, and geneai, “his generation”, is locative, then: “having served his generation by the whole 
counsel of God”.  
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,.*1),"$?"“the mystery”"[9:"e\8"“the mystery of Christ”"[9:"<\"#-(3-"Q$'"
“revealed to apostles and prophets”"[9:l\8"1/'"+-1+"+-*"0$,.*&"$?"@-2(,+"#1,"?$2"
1&&".*$.&*,"(/"+-*"#-$&*"#$2&'"[9:"n\:"!"6*&(*9*"+-(,"+*248"“the whole counsel 

(purpose, plan, will) of God”8"31/"6*"*V%1+*'"#(+-"“the gospel of the Kingdom”8"
#-(3-"(,"+$"6*"“preached in the whole world as a testimony to all people”.";/'8"
+-(,"+*248"“the whole counsel (purpose, plan, will) of God”8"31/"1&,$"6*"
1,,$3(1+*'"#(+-"+-*"3$44(,,($/"$?"+-*"@-%23-"(/"9:"d="U"“to make known the 

manifold wisdom of God to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places”:"“To 

make known”"(,"+-*"+21/,&1+($/"$?"+-*"Q2**)"9*268"0/$2(T$:771"!+"31/"4*1/"W+$"
2*9*1&X"1,"(+"'$*,"(/"G.-*,(1/,"dKo"1/'"eKe"h"l:";/'"(+"31/"1&,$"4*1/"“to 

declare – to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places”:"!",%00*,+"+-1+"#*"
,-$%&'"01+-*2"+$",**)"Q$'"1/'"N(,"#(,'$4"1,"+$"-$#"+$"31225"$%+"+-(,"

3$44(,,($/"N*"-1,"?$2"+-*"@-%23-b"1/'"+$"".2*.12*"#-*/"1/'"#-*2*"#*"
12*"+$"31225"(+"$%+8"1,"#*&&"1,"#-1+"41+*2(1&,"1/'"*V%(.4*/+"#*"415"/**'"+$"
%+(&(T*:"""""
""
M*",-$%&'"01+-*2"^"

JI"JG;@N"JNG"MNIFG"@IOH>GF"IB"QIP772""

;HP"JI"ERGE;RG"PG@F;R;J!IH>""

IB"JNG"QI>EGF"IB"JNG"q!HQPI]"

 
771 Strong’s # 1107 
772 Acts 20:27. Spoken to the elders of the church in Ephesus. “Whole Counsel of God” (ESV); “Whole Purpose 
of God” (NASB, NRSV); “Whole Plan of God” (HCSB, CSB, GWT); “Whole Will of God” (NIV). Greek: 
boule, Strong’s # 1012. The same word is used in Acts 13:36 – “David served the boule of God in his 
generation.” I believe this term can be equated with “the gospel of the Kingdom”; and refers to truths recorded 
in Paul’s epistles to the Ephesians – specifically chapter 3, verses 1-12 – “the mystery of Christ” (v. 4) which 
He revealed to apostles and prophets. (v.5). Also: See footnote # 87.   
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Be a Disciple  
of the King and His Kingdom 
(Matthew 13:52; Cf. 16:13-19) 

"
!"6*&(*9*"#*"/**'"+$"1,)"$%2,*&9*,K"!,"+-*2*",$4*+-(/0"14(,,8"(?"$%2"41(/"
3$/3*2/"-1,"+$"'$"#(+-"01+-*2(/0"#(+-"$/*"1/$+-*28"#(+-$%+"6*(/0".2(412(&5"
3$/3*2/*'"#(+-"*13-"$?"%,"1&,$"01+-*2(/0"(/'(9('%1&&5"#(+-"+-*"F$2'`"J-*2*"
12*"*D3*.+($/,"U"(/"6$+-"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&"3-%23-*,"1/'"(/"+-*"$201/(3"
3-%23-*,"U"6%+"+-*"*4.-1,(,"!"-*12"3$4(/0"?2$4"6$+-"V%12+*2,"(,"3*/+*2*'"
$/"W6*(/0"1"?14(&5X8"W-19(/0"(/+(41+*"2*&1+($/,-(.,X8"W*D.*2(*/3(/0"
3$44%/(+5X8"W.213+(3(/0"+-*"$/*"1/$+-*2,X8"W*/7$5(/0"?*&&$#,-(.X8"W6$'5"
4(/(,+25X8"*+3:"!?"a*,%,"#*2*"+$"6*"1,)*'"101(/"+$'15"16$%+"+-*"02*1+*,+"1/'"
?$2*4$,+"3$441/'4*/+8"N*"#$%&'",15"#*"-19*"+-(/0,"+%2/*'"12$%/'"U"#*"
-19*"W+-*"312+"6*?$2*"+-*"-$2,*X:"J-*,*"-%41/"2*&1+($/,-(.,"12*"0$$'"(/"+-*"
W,*3$/'"3$441/'4*/+X"31+*0$258"6%+"13+"1,"%,%2.*2,"(/"+-*"W?(2,+"
3$441/'4*/+X"31+*0$25:773"J-(,"(,"]1/Y3*/+*2*'"U"HIJ"Q$'Y3*/+*2*'"
@-2(,+(1/(+5:774"J-*"&52(3,"+$"1",(4.&*"$&'".21(,*",$/0"61,*'"$/"Q*/*,(,"
<oKd="+*&&,"%,"#-1+"[M-$\"+-*"@*/+*2"$?"@-2(,+(1/(+5"(,K"""""
 

WM*"12*"01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"%/+$"N(4:"
O/+$"N(4",-1&&"+-*"01+-*2(/0"$?"+-*".*$.&*"6*:"
M*"12*"01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"%/+$"N(4:X"

!

 
773 Matthew 22:37-39 
774 Romans 11:36 
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M*"1&&"31/"?$$&",$4*"$?"+-*"3-%23-".*$.&*",$4*"$?"+-*"+(4*"1+"1"3-%23-"
01+-*2(/0"U"*9*/"(/"1/"W$201/(3"3-%23-X",*++(/08"6%+"(?"+-*"E*2,$/"$?"Q$'"(,"
/$+"+2%&5".2**4(/*/+"1/'"3*/+21&"(/"$%2"-*12+,"1/'"'1(&5"&(9*,8"+-*/"!"?*12"+-(,"
(/'(3+4*/+"?2$4"!,1(1-"2*012'(/0",.(2(+%1&"&(.",*29(3*"1..&(*,K""
 

“These people draw near to Me with their words and honor Me with their lip 
service; but they remove their hearts far from Me, and their reverence for Me 
consists of tradition learned by rote.”775  
!

M-*/"9(+1&"$/*Y$/Y$/*"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"+-*"F$2'"(,"&13)(/0"1+"-$4*8".*$.&*"
01+-*2"+$0*+-*2"(/".%6&(3"4$%+-(/0"#$2',"+-1+"12*"/$+"-*12+?*&+"1/'"0$"
+-2$%0-"+-*"4$+($/"$?"*D*23(,(/0"3%,+$4125"2(+%1&,"[*9*/"W.*/+*3$,+1&X"1/'"
W3-12(,41+(3X"$/*,\"&13)(/0"1%+-*/+(3"2*9*2*/3*8"(/,+*1'"$?"-*12+Y&*9*&"
,%22*/'*2"$?",.(2(+8",$%&8"1/'"6$'5:"J-(,"(,"+-*"F$2'f,"2*,.$/,*"+$",%3-"
01+-*2(/0K"
""!
"I hate, I reject your festivals, nor do I delight in your solemn assemblies776…. They 
have become a burden to Me; I am weary of bearing them.”777  
"
>$8"#-1+"'$*,"1%+-*/+(3"'(,3(.&*,-(."&$$)"&()*`"M-$"12*"“truly His 

disciples”`"!"6*&(*9*"(+"1&&"3*/+*2,"$/"N(4"U"/$+"$/"W+-*"$/*"1/$+-*2,X:"WF$9(/0"
$/*"1/$+-*2X"(,"+-*".2$$?"$?"'(,3(.&*,-(.778"U"(+"(,"/$+"+-*".2$3*,,"$?"
'(,3(.&*,-(.:"M-1+"(,"+-*".2$3*,,"$?"'(,3(.&*,-(.`"!"6*&(*9*"(+"1&&"-(/0*,"$/"
.*2,$/1&"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"+-*"F$2'K"

 
775 Isaiah 29:13; Cf. Matthew 15:8-9 
776 Amos 5:21 
777 Isaiah 1:14 
778 “Bearing much fruit” is also a proof of discipleship, which we will discuss shortly. 
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§ a*,%,"1,),"?$2"1".*2,$/1&"2*9*&1+($/"$?"N(4,*&?"?2$4"*13-"$?"N(,"
'(,3(.&*,:779"""""

§ a*,%,"+$&'"%,"+-1+"'(,3(.&*,"12*Wtaught by the Lord”"N(4,*&?:780"J-(,"
-1..*/,"“morning by morning”"1,"'(,3(.&*,"&*12/"+$"-*12"+-*"F$2'"1/'"
&*12/"+$",.*1)"#-1+"+-*5"-19*"-*12'"?2$4"N(4:781""

§ a*,%,",1('"+-1+"+2%*"'(,3(.&*,"12*"+-$,*"#-$"12*"!]]GR>GP782"(/"N(,"
#$2':783""

§ a*,%,"'*,32(6*'"N(,"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"N(,"'(,3(.&*,"1,"W?2(*/',X:784"
!

P(,3(.&*,"12*"+-$,*"#-$"Q;JNGR""

$/*Y$/Y$/*"M!JN"JNG"FIRP""
!

So, how does an individual “gather one-on-one with the Lord”? 
!

J-2$%0-",.(2(+%1&"'(,3(.&(/*,%&#-"
U"/14*&58"

 
779 Matthew 16:13-17 
780 John 6:45; Cf. Isaiah 54:13 
781 Isaiah 50:4. The Apostolic Bible Polyglot (Septuagint) translation is amazing: “The Lord, the Lord gives to 
me a tongue of instruction to know when it is necessary to speak a word. He stood me morning by morning. He 
added an ear for me to hear.”  
782 The Greek word is meno, Strong’s # 3306, meaning stay in, continue in, abide in, dwell in – a particular 
place. To me, this speaks of being surrounded by His word, so I’ve used the words “immersed in”, as a type of 
being “baptized” in His word.    
783 John 8:31.  
784 John 15:13-15 
785 There are many wonderful books on the disciplines. Just some which I have read: “Practice of the Presence”, 
by Brother Lawrence; “Imitation of Christ”, by Thomas a’ Kempis; “Celebration of Discipline”, by Richard 
Foster; “Ordering Your Private World”, by Gordon MacDonald; “Spiritual Disciplines of the Christian Life”, by 
Donald Whitney; “Sacred Pathways”, by Gary Thomas; “The Spirit of the Disciplines” and “Hearing God”, by 
Dallas Willard. For a complimentary copy of teaching notes for a series I have done entitled, “Fellowship With 
the Holy Spirit”, Email: AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
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"“THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT”"786-

"
Spiritual Disciplines = Fellowship with God 
!

>.(2(+%1&"P(,3(.&(/*,"12*",(4.&5"#15,"$?"-19(/0"BGFFIM>N!E"M!JN"QIP"U"
+-1+"(,8"912($%,".21D*,"?$2"/%2+%2(/0"$/*f,"W'*9$+($/1&"&(?*X"#(+-"1"9(*#"+$"
,.(2(+%1&"+21/,?$241+($/"[02$#+-"(/"@-2(,+Y&()*/*,,\:"B*&&$#,-(."#(+-"Q$'"
2*V%(2*,"'(,3(.&(/*:%%!+"(,".2$616&5"?$2"+-(,"2*1,$/"+-1+"#-1+",$4*"2*?*2"+$"1,"
W-$&5"-16(+,X8"-19*"1&,$"6*3$4*")/$#/"1,">.(2(+%1&"P(,3(.&(/*,:"L12($%,"
1%+-$2,"3$4.(&*"'(??*2*/+"&(,+,8".&13(/0"912($%,"'(,3(.&(/*,"(/"912($%,"
31+*0$2(*,:"J-(,"(,"7%,+"$/*"*D14.&*787K"
"
d: "J-*"!/#12'"P(,3(.&(/*,""
"""""]*'(+1+($/"k"E215*2"k"B1,+(/0"k">+%'5""
g: J-*"I%+#12'"P(,3(.&(/*,""
""""[!/#12'"R*1&(+(*,"R*,%&+(/0"(/"I%+#12'"F(?*,+5&*,\""
>(4.&(3(+5"k">$&(+%'*"k">%64(,,($/"k">*29(3*""

e: J-*"@$2.$21+*"P(,3(.&(/*,""
""""@$/?*,,($/"k"M$2,-(."k"Q%('1/3*"k"@*&*621+($/""

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
786 2 Corinthians 13:14; Philippians 2:1. In this case, I am not making any distinction between fellowship with 
the Holy Spirit and fellowship with the Spirit of the Risen Christ, or fellowship with God the Father for that 
matter. Regarding “the Eternal Spirit” in Hebrews 9:14, both M.R. Vincent and A.T. Robertson agree that this 
refers to the Spirit of Jesus, the Christ.   
72 From “Celebration of Discipline” by Richard Foster 
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The Components of Fellowship with the God  
"

§ P*,(2*K";/"16,$&%+*".2*Y2*V%(,(+*8"#-(3-"12(,*,"$%+"$?"1",*/,*"$?"/**'"U"
,.*3(?(31&&58"6*(/0"“poor in spirit”8788"1/'"&$9*"?$2"+-*"F$2':789""

§ P(,3(.&(/*K"H$+"(/"+-*",*/,*"$?",*&?Y*??$2+8"6%+",(4.&5"&*++(/0"+-*"F$2'"+2%&5"
6*"+-*"F$2'"$?"$%2"&(9*,8"21+-*2"+-1/"1&&$#(/0"W+-*"1??1(2,"$?"+-(,"&(?*X"+$"
%,%2."N(,".&13*"$?".2**4(/*/3*:790"

§ P(2*3+($/K">32(.+%2*"2*1'(/08"1/'",+%'5"0(9*"+-*".2$.*2"'(2*3+($/"1/'"
0%('1/3*"+$"$%2"W-$&5"-16(+,X"k",.(2(+%1&"'(,3(.&(/*,"k"?*&&$#,-(."#(+-"Q$':"%""

§ P*9$+($/K"WJ-*5"#*2*"3$/+(/%1&&5"'*9$+(/0"+-*4,*&9*,"^:X"791""
+$"W-$&5"-16(+,X"k",.(2(+%1&"'(,3(.&(/*,"k"?*&&$#,-(."#(+-"Q$':"""

"
Discipleship Requires  

 
GATHERING one-on-one WITH THE LORD  

 

M-(&*"+-(,"(,"7%,+"$/*"1,.*3+"$?"'(,3(.&*,-(.8"(+"(,"3*2+1(/&5"+-*"41(/"1,.*3+"
1/'"*,,*/3*"$?"AG!HQ";"P!>@!EFG"U"/14*&58"01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"W$/*Y$/Y
$/*X"#(+-"+-*""F$2'"a*,%,:"JNG"]!H!>JR_"$?"'(,3(.&(/0"$2"W41)(/0"'(,3(.&*,X"
$?"@-2(,+"3*2+1(/&5"1&,$"(/9$&9*,"01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"#(+-"$+-*2,"U",.*3(?(31&&58"
+-$,*"#-$"+*13-"$+-*2,"16$%+"2*9*&1+($/8"2*&1+($/,-(.8"1/'"2*?&*3+($/"$?"
@-2(,+:""

 
788 Matthew 5:3 
789 The connection the two is demonstrated in the passage Luke 8:36-47. 
790 Suggested Reading: Tyranny of the Urgent by Charles E. Hummel and Ordering Your Private World by 
Gordon MacDonald.  
791 Acts 2:42. Greek: proskartereo, Strong’s #4242, steadfastly attentive to, constantly adhering to. 
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Disciple All Peoples 
!

What does Discipling All Peoples have to do with Gathering? 
"
J-*"Q2**)"#$2'"+21/,&1+*'"W'(,3(.&*X"(,"41+-*+*,8792"#-(3-"4*1/,"1"&*12/*28"
$/*"#-$"(,"+1%0-+:793"P(,3(.&*,"12*"+1%0-+"A_"+-*"F$2'b"1/'"+1%0-+";AIOJ"
+-*"F$2'"65"+-$,*"#-$"'(,3(.&*"$+-*2,:"]1/5"4*+-$'$&$0(*,"1/'"4$'*&,"?$2"
'(,3(.&*,-(."-19*"*4*20*'"$9*2"+-*"5*12,8"*4.-1,(T(/0"2*&1+($/,-(."1/'"
?*&&$#,-(."#(+-"+-*"4*/+$2:"H*9*2Y+-*Y&*,,8"+-*".2(4125"1,.*3+"$?"6(6&(31&"
'(,3(.&*,-(."(,"JG;@N!HQ:"J-*2*"12*"$69($%,&5"'(??*2*/+"+*13-(/0"?$241+,8"
,%3-"1,"1"&*3+%2*"?$241+8"1/'"#-1+",$4*"4(0-+"31&&"1/"W1,"5$%"0$X"?$241+:794"
a*,%,"%+(&(T*'"AIJN"(/"'(,3(.&(/0"N(,"1.$,+&*,:""
"
!"6*&(*9*"1")*5"1,.*3+"$?"+*13-(/0"?$2"6(6&(31&"'(,3(.&*,-(."(,"#-1+"4(0-+"6*"
31&&*'"W1.$,+$&(3"?*&&$#,-(.X:"M-1+"'$"!"4*1/"65"+-1+`";/"*D3*2.+"?2$4"45"
12+(3&*"Discipleship & The Equipping Ministries:"

“… He gave gifts to men…. And He gave some as apostles, and some as 
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as shepherds and teachers, for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of 
Christ….”795  
WJ-(,".1,,10*"+*&&,"%,"+-1+"a*,%,"019*"3*2+1(/"0(?+,"+$"4*/"1/'"019*"

3*2+1(/"4*/"1,"0(?+,"+$"+-*"@-%23-:">$4*+-(/0"+-1+"(,"(4.$2+1/+"?$2"%,"+$"

 
792 Strong’s # 31014, 
793 But also, one who follows one’s teachings, an adherent. 
794 The “as you go” format can be seen throughout the gospels. Examples of the “lecture format” would be The 
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) and The Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6:20-49). 
795 Ephesians 4:7, 11-12. (“as” in the NASB, and “to be” in the NKJV are not in the Greek text.)  
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%/'*2,+1/'"(,"+-(,K"!/"6%(&'(/0"N(,"@-%23-8%'$"a*,%,"6&*,,*,"4*/"U"/$+"
4*+-$',:"J-*2*"415"6*",$4*"91&%*"(/"3$/,('*2(/0"4*+-$'$&$0(*,"?$2"-$#"
+$"41)*"'(,3(.&*,b"6%+"(/"+-*"*/'8"a*,%,"6&*,,*,"'(,3(.&*,"+-2$%0-"4*/"
21+-*2"+-1/"+-2$%0-"4*+-$',:%'%";3+,"gK<g"+*&&,"%,"+-1+"+-*"'(,3(.&*, “were 
continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship….” !/"-(,"3$44*/+125"$/"+-(,"9*2,*8"a$-/"Q(&&8"2*4(/',"%,"+-1+"
+-*"'(,3(.&*,"#*2*"1&,$"?*&&$#,-(..(/0"#(+-"+-*"1.$,+&*,:"J-*",5/+1D"(/"+-*"
Q2**)"+*D+"-1,"6$+-"+-*"+*13-(/0"1/'"+-*"?*&&$#,-(."2*?*22(/0"613)"+$"+-*"
1.$,+&*,:"!/"?13+8"J-*";4.&(?(*'"A(6&*"+21/,&1+*,"(+"1,K"“the instruction and 

fellowship of the apostles”. a*,%,"019*"3*2+1(/"0(?+,"+$"4*/"1/'"019*"
3*2+1(/"4*/"1,"0(?+,"+$"+-*"@-%23-:"J-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"3$%&'",15"+$"+-*"
J-*,,1&$/(1/,8 “You know what kind of men we proved ourselves to be….”798 

M-1+"V%1&(?(*,"+-*,*"4*/"+$"*V%(."+-*"@-%23-"(,"/$+"+-*(2"?%&?(&&(/0"+-*"
.2*,%..$,*'"W7$6"'*,32(.+($/,X"$?"1.$,+&*8".2$.-*+8"*91/0*&(,+8",-*.-*2'8"
+*13-*28"6%+"21+-*2"#-$"+-*5"12*"1,"1461,,1'$2,"$?"@-2(,+%'':"J-*,*"12*"
4*/"#-$ “have been with Jesus”800, and bring the presence of Jesus.”  

 
What does gathering have to do with teaching disciples? 

"

 
796 Matthew 16:18 
797 This obsession with methodology is typical to the American culture; but the spiritual root is bondage to “the 
elementary principles of the world”, as we have discussed in other articles. But can it also be that this 
dependence on methods is symptomatic of there being so few truly apostolic men in the Body of Christ?  
798 1 Thessalonians 1:5 The Amplified Bible 
799 2 Corinthians 5:20 
800 Acts 4:13 
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J-*"3$/+*D+"$?"+-*",.(2(+%1&"'(,3(.&(/*,"#*f9*"7%,+"'(,3%,,*'"12*"+-$,*"'1(&5"
$/*Y$/Y$/*"01+-*2(/0,"#(+-"+-*"F$2':"B$2"6(6&(31&"'(,3(.&*,-(.8"+-*"1''(+($/1&"
3$/+*D+"/**'*'"(/"+1/'*4"#(+-"+-(,"12*"01+-*2(/0,"?$2"+*13-(/0"1/'"
*V%(..(/0"#-(3-"#(&&"W/%2+%2*X801"+-$,*"$/*Y$/Y$/*"01+-*2(/0,"#(+-"+-*"F$2':""
"
Discipleship is learning Christ  through … 
"

R*9*&1+($/"$?"@-2(,+8"1/'"R*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"@-2(,+8"#(+-"1"9(*#"+$"

R*?&*3+($/"$?"@-2(,+:"!/"+-*"R*9*&1+($/"U"R*&1+($/,-(."@$/+(/%%48"+*13-(/0"
$/">**(/0"@-2(,+"J-2$%0-$%+";&&"$?">32(.+%2*"-1,"+$"'$"#(+-"+-*"
RGLGF;J!IH"1,.*3+:"";/'"1"+*13-(/0"$/"B*&&$#,-(."#(+-"+-*">.(2(+"
[+-2$%0-"912($%,",.(2(+%1&"'(,3(.&(/*,\802"-1,"+$"'$"#(+-"+-*"RGF;J!IH>N!E"
1,.*3+:""
"

"#$%#&'%!(#)&#*%+),#*!-+./#-+)!0#)&#*%+)!1!
§ Q1+-*2(/0"$/*Y$/Y$/*"(/"2*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"+-*"F$2'8""

1,"#*&&"1,8""
§ Q1+-*2(/0"?$2"+*13-(/0"#(+-"*V%(..(/0"4(/(,+2(*,:&)!""

"

 
801 Or “motivate”, “encourage”, “stimulate”, “inspire”, “grow”, “guide”, etc.  
802 I am not referring to fellowship with one another – I am referring to a disciple’s one-on-one fellowship with 
the Holy Spirit. It’s true that some of these disciplines can be practiced collectively; but, as with “worship 
services”, that collective exercise will be shallow, if people do not have an authentic devotional life as 
individuals. 
803 For a complimentary copy of Laying THE Foundation: A Guide for Teaching Disciples, Email: 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
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]%3-"&()*"+-*"?&%('(+5"$?"+-*">.(2(+Y&*'"@-2(,+(1/"&(?*8048"+-*".2$3*,,"$?"
'(,3(.&(/0"1"0(9*/"'(,3(.&*"4%,+"?$&&$#"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+f,"&*1'(/0"1&+*2/1+(/0"
6*+#**/"+*13-(/0,"$/"RGLGF;J!IH"IB"@NR!>J"1/'"+*13-(/0,"$/"
RGF;J!IH>N!E"M!JN"@NR!>J:"G,,*/+(1&&58"+-(,",*2(*,"$?"12+(3&*,"(,"1&&"
16$%+",**)(/0"%/'*2,+1/'(/0"$?"-$#"+$"'$"+-1+"“according to the Spirit”8"
21+-*2"+-1/"“according to the letter”.805   

"
J-*2*?$2*8"(/"1''(+($/"+$"1&&"!"-19*"#2(++*/"$/"P!>@!EFG>N!E"1/'"
P!>@!EF!HQ8068"!"#$%&'"41)*"+-(,",+1+*4*/+K";+"&*1,+",$4*8"(?"/$+"1&&8"$?"$%2"
01+-*2(/0,"/**'"+$"6*"?$2"+-*".%2.$,*"$?"'(,3(.&(/0:"

"
Certainly, we gather for the purpose of discipling. 

 
804 Cf. John 3:8 
805 That is, according to the “new commandment” of the New Covenant (John 13:35-35, Cf. 15:12) - according 
to “the Law of Christ” (1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2), according to “the Law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 8:2).  
806 Email AtChristsTable@gmail.com for complimentary .PDF copies of The Vineyard & The 

Husbandman, Discipleship & The Equipping Ministries, The Church: A Community for 

Transformation. Christ Is Pre-Requisite for Church, Doing Church, et. al. 
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Bear Fruit  
"
a*,%,",1('K"“My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove 

to be My disciples.”"J-1+f,",$4*+-(/0"#*"1&&"3*2+1(/&5"#1/+"+$"'$:"A%+"#-1+"(,"
1"W?2%(+?%&"'(,3(.&*X`"M*"31/"0(9*"+-1+"1",.(2(+%1&"1/,#*2"$2"1"4$2*"?%/3+($/1&"
1/,#*2:"!"+-(/)"6$+-"3$46(/*'"#$%&'"6*"+-*"6*,+"1/,#*2:"M-1+"(,"W,.(2(+%1&"
?2%(+?%&/*,,X`"Q2$#(/0"(/"R*9*&1+($/"$?"@-2(,+"1/'"R*&1+($/,-(."#(+-"@-2(,+`"
_*,:"Q2$#(/0"(/"@-2(,+Y&()*/*,,`"_*,8"101(/:"A%+"&*+f,"1&,$"3$/,('*2"+-*"
V%*,+($/"(/"&(0-+"$?"+-*"Q2*1+"@$44(,,($/,"Y"6*(/0"?2%(+?%&"65"^""

§ A*(/0"“engaged in matters of His Kingdom”807"%/+(&"N*"2*+%2/,:"[F%)*"
doKdeb"@?:"J-*"31&&(/0"$?"+-*"WG33&*,(1X\:";/'"2*&1+*'"+$"+-(,"(,"Y"

§ P$(/0"W0$$'"#$2),X"Y"$%+"(/"+-*"#$2&':"[]1++-*#"lKd<Ydn\"""
"

What does that mean? 
And what does gathering have to do with that? 

 
807 I believe the Apostolic Bible Polyglot translation here has the most clear meaning of the Greek word, 
pragmateuomai, Strong’s # 4231, viz. “to be engaged with a matter”. The KJV, “to occupy”, sounds too 
military; and the NKJV, “to do business”, and the ESV, “to be engaged in business”, sound too mercenary. (The 
words, “with this”, which would infer the money given to the servants in the parable, is in italics, meaning it is 
not actually in the Greek text. The meaning, therefore, is “to be engaged with matters” of Lord’s household or 
kingdom. Cf. Luke 19:1.         
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The Calling of the Ecclesia 
"
F*+f,"*,+16&(,-"+-*"3$/+*D+"$?"a*,%,f"#$2',8"“be engaged with matters (of the 

kingdom) until He returns”K"J-*"/1+%2*"1/'"3$44(,,($/"$?"+-*"@-%23-"(,"+$"
6*"+-*"G33&*,(1&)&"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4:"M:G:"L(/*"'*?(/*,"+-(,"1,K"W;"6$'5"$?"
3(+(T*/,"31&&*'"$%+"1/'"01+-*2*'"+$"'(,3%,,"+-*"1??1(2,"$?",+1+*:X"N*"?%2+-*2"
*D.&1(/,"(+"1,"W1"01+-*2(/0"?$2"1"'*?(/(+*".%2.$,*8"1"01+-*2(/0"2*012'*'"1,"
2*.2*,*/+1+(9*"$?"+-*"#-$&*"/1+($/X:&)'"""
"
>%3-"1"01+-*2(/0"#$%&'"“be engaged with matters of the Kingdom”8"
?%/3+($/(/0"4%3-"&()*"$+-*2"02$%."4**+(/0,"#(+-"4$2*"3$/+*4.$2125"/14*,8"
,%3-"1,"1"W+1,)"?$23*X8"'*?(/*'"1,8"W1"%/(+"$2"?$241+($/"*,+16&(,-*'"+$"#$2)"
$/"1",(/0&*"'*?(/*'"+1,)"$2"13+(9(+5:X"I+-*2"*D14.&*,"4(0-+"6*K"1"WJ$#/"N1&&X"
4**+(/08"1/"W!/9*,+(01+(9*X"4**+(/08"1"WE2$7*3+"E&1//(/0X"4**+(/08"1"WM$2)X"
[J*14\"4**+(/0:"!/"41)(/0"+-*,*"3$4.12(,$/,"+-*"*,,*/+(1&"'(??*2*/3*"?2$4"
+-*,*"3$/+*4.$2125"3$/,$2+(%4,"(,"+-1+"+-*"G33&*,(1"4**+(/0,"#$%&'"/$+"6*"
&*'"65"1"3$44(++**"$2"65"1"W'*4$321+(3X".2$3*,,8"6%+"21+-*2"6*"&*'"65"+-*"
N$&5">.(2(+"U"+-*"WQ$9*2/$2X"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4:";/'"+-*"+1,)"W$/"+-*"+16&*X"(,"
1&#15,"+$"2*.2*,*/+"+-*"q(/0"#(+-"1"#(+/*,,"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4"U"/14*&5^""
"

 
808 Strong’s # 1577  
809 Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words. See Acts 19:23-41. Although this was a gathering of people 
from the world system (who were set against the kingdom of God), this passage does allow us to see the secular 
Greek ekklesia “in action” (albeit against the preaching of the gospel by the apostle Paul). Also: Acts 15:6-29 is 
a clear and excellent example of the Church functioning as the Ecclesia of the Kingdom of God.  

http://www.atchriststable.org/


A New & Living Way 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2018) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

299 

“8To preach to the nations the unfathomable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light 
what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God 
who created all things; 10So that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made 
known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly 
places.11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Ephesians 3:8-11)810  
""

 
810 See my article The Cross & The Powers of Darkness.  

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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Be Engaged in Matters of the Kingdom  
 

;,"!f9*",1('8"$/*"$?"+-*"#15,"#*"12*"+$"“be engaged in matters of the kingdom” 

(,"65"PI!HQ"QIIP"MIRq>"U"I%+"(/"+-*"M$2&':"
 

What does THAT have to do with Gathering? 
"
Disciples and the World!"""
-

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on 
the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light shine 
before men in such a way that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.X (Matthew 5:13-16) 
 
“Glorify Your Father Who is in Heaven” 
"
>$4*+-(/0"#-(3-"/**',"+$"6*"3&*12"1+"+-*"$%+,*+"$?"+-(,"'(,3%,,($/"$?"WP$(/0"
Q$$'"M$2),X"U"I%+"(/"+-*"M$2&'K"M-1+*9*2"0$$'"#*"'$"]O>J"6*"'$/*"(/"
+-*"/14*"$?"Q$':"M-5`"!/"$2'*2"+$"“glorify your Father who is in heaven”K"
J-*"$/*"+-1+"(,"/14*'8"(,"+-*"$/*"#-$"(,"32*'(+*'"1/'"0&$2(?(*':"J-1+f,",$"
$69($%,"U"#-5"'$"!"*9*/"62(/0"%."+-*"(,,%*`"J-*"1.$,+&*"a$-/"41'*"(+"
16%/'1/+&5"3&*12"+-1+"*9*25+-(/0"a*,%,"'('"$/"+-*"*12+-8"N*"'('"W(/"+-*"/14*"
$?"+-*"B1+-*2X"U",$"+-1+"1&&"+-1+"N*"'('"#$%&'"6*"1++2(6%+*'"+$"N(,"B1+-*28"1/'"

 
811 The paragraph heading in the NASB , Updated Edition, Lockman Foundation (1996) 
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,$"+-1+"N(,"B1+-*2"#$%&'"6*"32*'(+*'"1/'"0&$2(?(*':812"a*,%,"'('"HIJN!HQ"(/"
+-*"/14*"$?"@1*,128"/$2"(/"+-*"/14*"$?"+-*"R$41/"0$9*2/4*/+"U"/$2"(/"+-*"
/14*"+-*"/1+($/"$?"!,21*&8"/$2"(/"+-*"/14*"$?"+-*"+*4.&*"(/"a*2%,1&*4:"_*+8"
+-2$%0-$%+"-(,+$258"@-2(,+(1/,"-19*"3122(*'"$/"4%3-"13+(9(+5"(/"+-*"/14*"$?"
912($%,"2*&(0($%,"'*/$4(/1+($/,"U"?$2"+-*"32*'(+"1/'"0&$25"$?"+-$,*"2*&(0($%,"
$201/(T1+($/,:"@-2(,+(1/,"-19*"1&,$"3122(*'"$%+"4%3-"13+(9(+5"(/"1,,$3(1+($/"
#(+-"1/'"%/'*2"+-*"1%,.(3*,"$?",*3%&12"3-12(+16&*"$201/(T1+($/,"1/'"
0$9*2/4*/+Y,.$/,$2*'",$3(1&".2$0214,:813"J-$,*"'$(/0"+-*"#$2)"415"6*"
3-(&'2*/"$?"+-*(2"B1+-*2"#-$"(,"(/"-*19*/8"6%+"*12+-&5"$201/(T1+($/,"12*"
0*++(/0"+-*"32*'(+"1/'"0&$25"?$2"+-*(2"#$2)8"6*31%,*"(+"(,"/$+"6*(/0"'$/*"(/"N(,"
/14*8"%/'*2"+-*"1'4(/(,+21+($/"$?"+-*"G33&*,(1:""
"
J-*2*"(,"1"2*&1+*'"(,,%*"$?"W,*.121+($/X:"B$2"$%2".%2.$,*,"(/"+-(,"12+(3&*8"
,%??(3*"+$"&*+"+-*",32(.+%2*",.*1)"?$2"(+,*&?"-*2*"#(+-$%+"3$44*/+125K"
!

14 “Do not be bound together (lit. unequally yoked) with unbelievers; for 
what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light 
with darkness? 15 Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in 
common with an unbeliever? 16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with 
idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, ’I will dwell in 
them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
17 Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,’ says the Lord. ‘And do not 
touch what is unclean; and I will welcome you. 18 And I will be a father to you, and 
you shall be sons and daughters to Me,’ says the Lord Almighty.” 
 

 
812 John 5:19, 30; 6:38; 8:28, 45; 12:49; 14:10 
813 A blatant case in point: The Progressive Christian “Social Justice” movement backing the social policies and 
programs of the Democratic Party in the USA.  
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;/5$/*"#-$"-1,"*/010*'"(/"W'$(/0"0$$'X"(/"1,,$3(1+($/"#(+-"1/'"%/'*2"+-*"
1%,.(3*,"$?",*3%&12"3-12(+16&*"$201/(T1+($/,"1/'"0$9*2/4*/+Y,.$/,$2*'"
,$3(1&".2$0214,"-1,"*D.*2(*/3*'"+-*"(/-*2*/+",.(2(+%1&"3$/?&(3+,"$?"$..$,(/0"
#$2&'9(*#,:"A%+"+-*".$(/+"(,"HIJ"+-1+"Q$'"#1/+,"%,"+$"19$('"+-*,*"3$/?&(3+,8"
HIR"+-1+"N*"W/**',X"+$"6*"0&$2(?(*':"J-(,",(4.&*".$(/+"#(&&"6*3$4*"4$2*"
3&*12"1,"#*"0$"1&$/0K"M*"]O>J"W'$"0$$'X"(/"N(,"/14*8"6*31%,*"#-1+"+-*"
F$2'"(,"6%(&'(/0"(,"N(,"-$%,*-$&'"[N(,"q(/0'$4\"U"N*"(,"HIJ"6%(&'(/08"$2"

*9*/"W2*.1(2(/0X"+-*")(/0'$4"$?"+-*"#$2&':"""""
     
“Let Your Light Shine Before Men” 
"
a*,%,",1('K"“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father….”"A%+8",-$2+&5"1?+*2#12'8"N*"1&,$",1('K"
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them.”(That 
is, W'$(/0"0$$'X"(/"5$%2"$#/"/14*"1/'"2*3*(9(/0"+-*"W0&$25X"?$2"(+:\814">$8"-$#"
'$"#*"2*3$/3(&*"N(,"+#$",+1+*4*/+,`"!"'$/f+"+-(/)"+-(,"(,".2$6&*41+(3K"a*,%,"
#1/+,"%,"+$"'(,.&15"W0$$'"#$2),X"+$"+-*"#$2&'",$"+-1+"+-*"B1+-*2"#(&&"6*"
0&$2(?(*'"Y"/$+"?$2"%,"+$"6*"/$+(3*'"65"4*/:"!"6*&(*9*"+-*2*"(,"1"3$//*3+($/"
#(+-"+-*"2(0-+"4$+(91+($/8"1/'"+-*"4*1/(/0"$?"+-*"#$2'"W0$$'X8"1,"#*&&"1,"
#(+-"+-*"/1+%2*"$?"+-*"W#$2),X"N*"#1/+,"+$"'(,.&15"+$"+-*"#$2&':""""
 
 
 
 
 

 
814 Cf. Matthew 6:1-5 
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“Preach the Gospel. Use Words if Necessary”? 
 
J-(,"(,"1".$.%&12"V%$+*"1++2(6%+*'"+$"B21/3(,"$?";,,(,(:"M-(&*"+-(,"415"6*"
,1('"#(+-"1"0$$'",*/+(4*/+"(/+*/'*'8"+-*2*"12*"+#$".2$6&*4,"#(+-"+-(,"V%$+*K"
d\"B21/3*,"$?";,,(,("'('/f+",15"(+:&(#"g\"!+"(,"/$+"6(6&(31&K"!+"(,".2*13-(/0"#-(3-"
Q$'"-1,"3-$,*/"+$"%,*"1,"N(,"4*1/,"$?",1&91+($/:&($"I%2"#$2),"31//$+"
,19*"$%2,*&9*,8"/$2"1/5$/*"*&,*:"A%+"a*,%,f"#$2)"(/"N(,"'*1+-8"6%2(1&"1/'"
2*,%22*3+($/"'$*,",19*".*$.&*:"J-*"0$,.*&&(%"(,"/$+",$4*+-(/0"#*"31/"'$"U"
(+"(,",$4*+-(/0"#*"12*"3$441/'*'"+$".2*13-:";/'"#-(&*"(+"(,"+2%*"+-1+"W[$%2\"
#$2',"12*"3-*1.X"1/'"W[$%2\"13+($/,",.*1)"&$%'*2"+-1/"[$%2\"#$2',X8"(?"
1..&(*'"+$"+-*"0$,.*&8"+-*,*",15(/0,"'*/(021+*"+-*"#$2',"$?"+-*".2$.-*+,"1,"
#*&&"1,"+-*"#$2',"$?"a*,%,"1/'"N(,"1.$,+&*,"#-(3-"12*"2*3$2'*'"(/"+-*"
(/,.(2*'",32(.+%2*,:"!/"?13+8"+-*,*",15(/0,"'$"/$+"1..&5"1+"1&&"+$"+-*"0$,.*&"U"
+-*"W#$2'"$?"Q$'X8"+-*"W#$2'"$?"@-2(,+X:"J-*"0$,.*&"U"+-*"4*,,10*"$?"a*,%,f"
#$2)"$?"+-*"@2$,,"Y"-1,",%.*2/1+%21&".$#*2"Y"“the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes”:&(&"J-*",32(.+%2*"'$*,"HIJ",15"+-1+"W0$$'"#$2),X"
#(&&"*/16&*".*$.&*"+$"31&&"$/"Q$'8"6*&(*9*"$/"@-2(,+"1/'"6*",19*':"[!?"5$%"
-19*"6**/"(/9$&9*'"(/"'$(/0"0$$'"#$2),"$%+"(/"+-*"#$2&'8"5$%"#(&&")/$#"+-1+"
?2$4".*2,$/1&"*D.*2(*/3*"#(+-"/$/Y6*&(*9*2,"+-1+"0*/*21&&5",.*1)(/08"#-*/"
+-*"W-1/'Y$%+,X",+$.8"+-*5",+$."3$4(/0"12$%/':\"J-*",32(.+%2*"PIG>",15"

 
815 It is contrary to his reputation – he was well known for his preaching; and was known to have preached up to 
five times per day.  
816 1 Corinthians 1:21b “… God was well pleased through the foolishness of the preaching to save those who 
believe.” 
817 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 
818 Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 1:18 
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+-1+".*$.&*"#(&&"6*",19*'"+-2$%0-"+-*".2*13-(/0"$?"+-*"0$,.*&:&('"!?"#*"'$"
/$+".2*13-"+-*"0$,.*&"[1&$/0"#(+-"&(9(/0"$%+"(+,"(4.&(31+($/,\8"+-*/"$%2"W0$$'"
#$2),X"#(&&"$/&5".$(/+"+$"$%2,*&9*,"(/,+*1'"$?"+$"a*,%,:">$8"#-1+*9*2"+-*,*"
W0$$'"#$2),X"12*8"+-*5"'$"/$+"2*.&13*"“preaching the gospel of the kingdom 

in the whole world as a testimony to all peoples”:&*)"JN!>"(,"+-*"31&&(/0"$?"
+-*"@-%23-"Y"“to proclaim821 the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light.”822";/'"101(/8"!",%00*,+"+-1+"#*",-$%&'"
01+-*2"+$",**)"Q$'"(/".215*2"?$2"N(,"#(,'$4"1,"+$"NIM"+$"31225"$%+"+-(,"

3$44(,,($/"N*"-1,"?$2"+-*"@-%23-:&*!"
"
Showing Our Faith By Our Works 
"
M-(&*"(+"(,"+2%*"#*"31//$+".2*13-"+-*"0$,.*&"#(+-$%+"#$2',b"(+"(,"1&,$"+2%*"
+-1+"#*",-$%&'"&(9*"$%+"+-*"+2%+-"$?"+-*"0$,.*&"U"*9*/"#(+-$%+"#$2',:"!/"4$,+"
+21/,&1+($/,8"G.-*,(1/,"<Kdl"2*1',K"“speaking the truth in love”:"_*+8"Q2**)"
,3-$&128";:J:"R$6*2+,$/8",15,"+-1+"+-*"4*1/(/0"$?"+-*"Q2**)"#$2'8"
1&*+-*%$&*"8"4*1/,"WAG!HQ"+2%+-?%&X"$2"WM;Fq!HQ"(/"+-*"+2%+-X:&*#">$8"E1%&"
(,",15(/0"+-1+"#-1+"#*"'$"1/'"-$#"#*"&(9*",-$%&'"6*"(/"102**4*/+"#(+-"+-*"
+2%+-"$?"+-*"0$,.*&:"a14*,",15,"+-1+"#-1+"#*"'$"1/'"-$#"#*"&(9*",-$%&'"/$+"

 
819 Romans 10:13-15; 1 Corinthians 1:21b 
820 Matthew 24:14 
821 Greek: exangello, Strong’s # 1804. 
822 1 Peter 2:9 
823 This is the calling of the Church – “to proclaim (Greek: exangello, Strong’s # 1804) the excellencies of Him 
who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 1 Peter 2:9  
824 Strong’s # 226  
825 Robertson’s Word Pictures of the New Testament  
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“lie against the truth”826:"!/"?13+8"a14*,",15,"+-1+"#*"“show our faith by our 

works”K""
!

14 “What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith, but he has no works? 
Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of 
daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” 
and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 17 
Even so faith if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 18 But someone may well say, 
“You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will 
show you my faith by my works.”827  
!

JN;J"(,"#-1+"+-*"F$2'"'*,(2*,"#-*/"N*",15,K"“Let your light shine before men 
in such a way that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who 
is in heaven”828"U">NIM!HQ"[G�N!A!J!HQ&*'\"IOR"B;!JN"A_"IOR"
MIRq>:"JN;J"(,"+-*"+*,+(4$/5"1/'"#(+/*,,"$?"+-*"0$,.*&"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4"
$?"N*19*/:""
"
“Good Works” 
"
F*+f,"0(9*",$4*"0*/*21&"'*?(/(+($/"+$"+-*"+*24"W0$$'"#$2),X8"2*9(*#"+-*"
@$44(,,($/"$?"+-*"@-%23-"+$"R*.2*,*/+"+-*"q(/0"h"N(,"q(/0'$48"1/'"+-*/"
+1)*"1/$+-*2"&$$)"1+"MN_"MG"Q;JNGR"(/"&(0-+"$?"+-*,*"+-(/0,:"!/"+-*"
.-21,*"W0$$'"#$2),X8830"+-*"Q2**)"#$2'"+21/,&1+*'"W0$$'X"(,")1&$,:831"Q2**)"

 
826 James 3:13-18 
827 James 2:14-18 
828 Matthew 5:16 
829 Greek: deiknuo, Strong’s # 1166, to show or exhibit.  
830 Matthew 5:16 
831 Strong’s # 2570 
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,3-$&128"M:"G:"L(/*"+*&&,"%,"+-(,"#$2'"'*/$+*,"+-1+"#-(3-"(,"(/+2(/,(31&&5"
0$$'8"?1(28"1/'"6*1%+(?%&:"M$2),"#-(3-"12*"(/+2(/,(31&&5"0$$'"12*"/$+"
4$+(91+*'"65".21041+(3"$2"%+(&(+12(1/".%2.$,*,"U"+-1+"(,8"+$"#(/".$.%&12(+5"#(+-"
.*$.&*8"$2"+$"1++213+".*$.&*"+$"+-*"3-%23-",*29(3*,8"$2"*9*/"+$"13-(*9*"
,%..$,*'"W,$3(1&"7%,+(3*X&!*"0$1&,"(/",$3(*+5:"!"6*&(*9*"+-*".12+(3%&12"
W0$$'/*,,X"a*,%,"#1/+,"+$"'(,.&15"+$"+-*"#$2&'"?$2"+-*"0&$25"$?"+-*"B1+-*2"(,"
+-*"/1+%2*"1/'"3-1213+*2"$?"+-*"B1+-*2"Q$':"!/"1"41//*2"$?",.*1)(/08"
W'$(/0"0$$'"#$2),X"(,"'$(/0"#-1+"Q$'"#$%&'"'$8"+-*"#15"(/"#-(3-"Q$'"

#$%&'"'$"(+8"#-(&*"2*4(/'(/0".*$.&*"/$"$/*"(,"(/+2(/,(31&&5"0$$'"*D3*.+"

Q$'"1&$/*:"""
"
a*,%,"-(0-&(0-+*'"+-(,"(/"N(,"*/3$%/+*2"#(+-"+-*"2(3-"5$%/0"2%&*28"#-*/"N*"
,1('"+$"-(4K""Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.”833 

M-5"'('"a*,%,",15"+-1+"+$"-(4`"A*31%,*"+-(,"2(3-"5$%/0"2%&*2"2*?*22*'"+$"
a*,%,"1,8"W0$$'"+*13-*2X"U"-*"'('"/$+"2*3$0/(T*"a*,%,"1,"“the Christ, the Son 

of the Living God”, 1,"E*+*2"'('&!":"N*"2*3$0/(T*'"N(4"$/&5"1,"1"W0$$'"
+*13-*2X:"!?"a*,%,"-1'"13)/$#&*'0*'"N(4,*&?"1,"W0$$'X8"+-*/"+-*"2(3-"5$%/0"
2%&*2"#$%&'"-19*"1&,$"3$/,('*2*'"-(4,*&?"16&*"+$"13-(*9*"W0$$'/*,,X:";?+*2"
1&&8"-(,"1++(+%'*"#1,"+-(,K"WM-1+",-$%&'"!"'$"+$"6*"0$$'`"a%,+"+*&&"4*"#-1+"+$"
'$8"1/'"!f&&"'$"(+:"H$".2$6&*4:X";,"(+"#1,8"-*",+(&&"'('/f+"0*+"+-*".$(/+K""

 
832 e.g., The Progressive Christian “Social Justice” movement backing the social policies and programs of the 
Democratic Party in the USA.   
833 Mark 10:17-22; Luke 18:18-23. 
834 Matthew 16:16 
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“The righteousness of God is by faith, not by works”.835 _$%",**8".*$.&*"/1+%21&&5"
+-(/)"W'$Y0$$'*2,X"12*"W0$$'Xb"6%+"a*,%,"'$*,/f+:"
"
JN!>"!>">O@N";"ERIBIOHP"!>>OGm"!+"(,"+-*"'(??*2*/3*"6*+#**/"+-*"
0$,.*&"$?"“salvation by grace through faith”"1/'"+-*"W>$3(1&"Q$,.*&X&!$8"#-(3-"
.2$?*,,*,"+-*"16(&(+5"$?"-%41/"*??$2+"+$"2*'**4",$3(*+5"+-2$%0-"W0$$'"
#$2),X8"V%(+*"#(+-$%+"+-*"/**'"?$2"+-*"1+$/(/0"6&$$'",132(?(3*"$?"“the Lamb of 

God Who takes away the sin of the world”&!%:""""
""
N$#"%++*2&5"4%''&*'"+-(/0,"0*+"#-*/"#*"#1/+".*$.&*"+$"+-(/)"#*"12*"
W0$$'X8"$2"#-*/".*$.&*"4(,+1)*/&5"*,+**4"%,"1,"6*(/0"W0$$'X"6*31%,*"#*"
,*29*"+-*"F$2':">$8"#-1+*9*2"+-*,*"W0$$'"#$2),X"12*8"(/"'$(/0"+-*4"$%+"(/"
+-*"#$2&'8"#*"4%,+"+25"$%2"%+4$,+"+$"3$44%/(31+*"+-*"/1+%2*"1/'"3-1213+*2"

 
835 Romans 3:22, 11:6; Ephesians 2:8 
836 Peter Abelard (1079-1142) proposed what became to be known as his Moral Influence Theory.836 In a 
nutshell, this atonement theory states that Christ died to influence humanity toward moral improvement. This 
theory denies that Christ died to satisfy any principle of divine justice but teaches instead that His death was 
designed to greatly influence mankind with a sense of God's love, resulting in softening their hearts and leading 
them to repentance. Thus, the Atonement is not directed towards God with the purpose of satisfying His 
righteousness, but towards man with the purpose of influencing him towards a just and moral society. Abelard’s 
“Moral Influence Theory”, along with Charles Sheldon’s “Christian Socialism” and novel, “What Would Jesus 
Do” (1891), were significant influences on Walter Rauschenbusch (1861-1918), who is known as the father of 
the Social Gospel. Rauschenbusch defined sin as betrayal of the bonds of care among human beings. He 
believed that the root of sin is not rebellious refusal to obey God, but a deep-seated selfishness. He saw 
selfishness as more than a personal failing – it was a transpersonal evil, institutionalized in social systems that 
benefit some individuals while exploiting and oppressing many others. Rauschenbusch did not view Jesus' death 
as an act of substitutionary atonement but in his words, he died "to substitute love for selfishness as the basis of 
human society." Rauschenbusch also devoted considerable effort to explicating the problem of evil, which he 
saw embodied not in individuals, but in "suprapersonal entities", which were socio-economic and political 
institutions. He found four major loci of suprapersonal evil: militarism, individualism, capitalism, and 
nationalism. To these he juxtaposed four institutional embodiments of good: pacifism, collectivism, socialism, 
and internationalism. He cited these six "social sins" which according to him, Jesus bore on the Cross: Religious 
bigotry, the combination of graft and political power, the corruption of justice, the mob spirit (being "the social 
group gone mad") and mob action, militarism, and class contempt. 
837 John 1:29 
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$?"+-*"B1+-*2"Q$'"#-$4"#*"12*"31&&*'"+$"2*.2*,*/+"$%+"(/"+-*"#$2&'8"#-(&*"
2*4(/'(/0".*$.&*"/$"$/*"(,"(/+2(/,(31&&5"0$$'"*D3*.+"Q$'"1&$/*:""""""
"
;,"?$2"+-*"Q2**)"#$2'"+21/,&1+*'"W#$2),X8"(+"(,"*20$/8&!&"4*1/(/0"#$2)"(/"+-*"
,*/,*"$?"*4.&$54*/+"$2"$33%.1+($/8"(/'(31+(/0"4$2*"+-1/"7%,+"1",(/0&*"W13+"
$?")(/'/*,,X:">$8",$4*-$#8"#-*/"'$(/0"+-*,*"W0$$'"#$2),X"$%+"(/"+-*"
#$2&'8"#*"31//$+"0(9*"+-*"(4.2*,,($/"#*"12*"$??*2(/0".*$.&*"W21/'$4"13+,"
$?")(/'/*,,X"#(+-"-$.*,"+-1+"+-*5"#(&&"&(,+*/"+$"$%2"W,1&*,".(+3-X"1/'"3$4*"
9(,(+"$%2"3-%23-:"J-*"/1+%2*"$?"+-(,"W#$2)X"(,"/$+",$"4%3-"1",$3(1&"*9*/+8"$2"
*9*/"1",$3(1&".2$02148"6%+"21+-*2"1"31&&(/0"1/'"1"&(?*,+5&*8"2*.2*,*/+(/0"$%2"
/1+%2*"1/'"3-1213+*2:&!'"J-*,*"W0$$'"#$2),X"/**'"+$"6*"1/"*D.2*,,($/"$?"
Q$'f,"&$9*"/1+%2*8"#-$"#*"12*"1,"3-(&'2*/"$?"+-*"q(/08"1/'"+-*"3-1213+*2"

$?"&(?*"(/"N(,"q(/0'$4:"
"
A Lifestyle of Service 
"
M*&&"+-*/8"#-1+"12*"+-*,*"W0$$'"#$2),X`"!"+-(/)"1"0$$'".&13*"+$",+12+"
('*/+(?5(/0"+-*,*"0$$'"#$2),"(,"+$"%/'*2,+1/'"#-1+"(+"(,"+-1+"+-*"F$2'"#1/+,"
+-*"#$2&'"+$",**:"N*"#1/+,"+-*"#$2&'"+$",**"N!>"FILG:&")";,"#*"'(,3%,,*'"
*12&(*2"16$%+"+-*"WH*#"@$441/'4*/+X"N*"019*"%,&"(8"N*"#1/+,"+-*"#$2&'"
+$",**"N!>"q!HP"IB"FILG"(/"$%2"&(?*,+5&*"$?",*29(3*"+$"$/*"1/$+-*2:"
J-*2*?$2*8"+-*,*"W0$$'"#$2),X"U"$%+"(/"+-*"#$2&'"U"3$/,(,+"$?"1"&(?*,+5&*"$?"

 
838 Strong’s 2041 
839 2 Peter 1:4 
840 John 3:16 
841 See pages 17-21. 
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,*29(3*""Y"+$"+-$,*"W(/"+-*"#$2&'X"1,"#*&&:"J-*"1.$,+&*"E1%&"2*?*22*'"+$"+-$,*"
W(/"+-*"#$2&'X"1,"“those who are outside”842"U"+-1+"(,8"$%+,('*"“the household 

of the faith”:"N$#*9*2"#*"*D.2*,,"$%2"&$9*"(/",*29(3*"+$"$/*"1/$+-*2"(/"+-*"
?14(&5"$?"Q$'8"#*",-$%&'"*D.2*,,"+-1+",14*"&$9*"(/",*29(3*"+$"+-$,*"W$%+,('*"
+-*"-$%,*-$&'"$?"+-*"?1(+-X"U"/14*&5"WA*12"$/*"1/$+-*2f,"6%2'*/,8"1/'"
+-*2*65"?%&?(&&"+-*"F;M"IB"@NR!>J:X&"!""
"
M-1+"(,"+-*"WF1#"$?"@-2(,+X`"J-*"F1#"$?"@-2(,+"(,"+-*"0$9*2/(/0".2(/3(.&*"$?"
+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+:"J-*"F1#"$?"@-2(,+"(,"&$9(/0"$/*"1/$+-*2"1,"N*"-1,"
&$9*'"%,&"""“according to the Spirit, not according to then letter”.845"J-1+"(,8"/$+"
133$2'(/0"+$"“the elementary principles of the world”.846  

"
!/"&()*"41//*28"(+"(,"“not as the world gives peace, but as Jesus gives peace”847."
J-*"N*62*#"#$2'"?$2".*13*8",1&$4&"&8"1/'"+-*"Q2**)"#$2'"?$2".*13*8"
*(2*/*&"'8"6$+-"4*1/"#-$&*/*,,8"3$4.&*+*"#*&&Y6*(/08"1/'"-124$/5:"WP$(/0"
0$$'"#$2),X"(,"4$2*"+-1/"4**+(/0"1".12+(3%&12"41+*2(1&"/**'8"6*"(+"?$$'8"
3&$+-(/08"-*1&+-"312*8"-$%,(/08"*'%31+($/8"*+3:&#)"U"(+f,"4$2*"3$4.&*+*"+-1/"
+-1+:"!+"(,"W>$3(1&";3+($/"a*,%,">+5&*X:";,"!"4*/+($/*'"*12&(*28"+-1+"(,"+-*"+(+&*"

 
842 1 Corinthians 5:12- 13; Colossians 4:5; 1 Thessalonians 4:12; 1 Timothy 3:7 
843 Galatians 6:2 
844 John 13:34, 15:9 and 12.  
845 2 Corinthians 3:6 
846 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20. 
847 John 14:26-27. Please note from this passage that this peace that Jesus gives is inextricably connected to the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. 
848 Strong’s # 7965 
849 Strong’s # 1515 
850 “Man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.” 
Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4.  
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$?"1"#$2)"65"F1225"@-2(,+*/,$/:"!/"45"$#/"#$2',8"!"#$%&'"&()*"+$",-12*"
1/$+-*2"W+1)*"1#15X"!"2*3*(9*'"?2$4"-(,"62(&&(1/+"+2*1+(,*8"?$2"2(0-+"-*2*"(,"+-*"
'(9('(/0"&(/*"6*+#**/"+-*"#$2&'"1/'"+-*"@-%23-"U"#-1+"41)*,"$%2"W0$$'"
#$2),X"'(??*2*/+"?2$4",%..$2+(/0"0$9*2/4*/+",$3(1&".2$0214,"U"+-*"
V%(/+*,,*/+(1&"'(??*2*/3*"6*+#**/"+-*"W>$3(1&"Q$,.*&X"1/'"W>$3(1&";3+($/"

a*,%,">+5&*X"U"(,"/14*&58"JNG"NIO>GNIFP"IB"JNG"B;!JN:&#(" 
 
The Household of the Faith 
 
9 “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not 
grow weary. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do852 good to all people, 
and especially853 to those who are of the household of the faith.”854 
"
M-5"W'$"0$$'X"U"*,.*3(1&&5"#(+-8".12+(3%&12&5"#(+-8"3-(*?&5"#(+-8"1/'"4$,+&5"
#(+-"“the household of the faith”`"A*31%,*"Q$'"&$9*,"%,"4$2*"+-1/"+-$,*"(/"
+-*"#$2&'`"A*31%,*"#*"12*"4$2*"'*,*29(/0"U"/(3*2".*$.&*`"A*31%,*"
W@-12(+5"6*0(/,"1+"-$4*X`"H$m"!+f,"6*31%,*"Q$'f,"10*/'1"(,"/$+"+-*",14*"
1,"+-*"#$2&'f,"10*/'1K"J-*"#$2&'f,"10*/'1"(,"+$"*/0(/**2"1/'"+21/,?$24"
,$3(*+58"*&(4(/1+(/0"1&&"(+,"(&&,"U"$2"1+"&*1,+8"1..*12"+$"6*"'$(/0",$"U"*/$%0-"
?$2".$&(+(3(1/,"+$"6*"2*Y*&*3+*'"[+-1+"(,8"+$"6%5"9$+*,\"1/'")**."+-*".$.%&13*"
%++*2&5"'*.*/'*/+"%.$/"+-*"0$9*2/4*/+:"A%+"Q$'f,"10*/'1"(,"HIJ"+$"

 
851 What follows about “the household of the Faith” has partially been gleaned from Larry Christenson’s book, 
“Social Action Jesus Style” – and it is merely gleaning – there is a much fuller treatment of the subject in his 
book. There are many other things in his book that support all the various points of this article. His book is, by 
far, the best writing I have come across on the subject of the mission of the Church in the world.  
852 The Greek word is ergazomai, Strong’s # 2038, meaning to be engaged with and committed to, work as an 
occupation. i.e. Not “an act of kindness”.  
853 The Greek word is malista, Strong’s # 3122, meaning particularly, chiefly, mostly 
854 Galatians 6:9-10 
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+21/,?$24",$3(*+5"1/'"*&(4(/1+*"1&&"(+,"(&&,"Y"6%+"21+-*2"+$"6%(&'"+-*"@-%23-8"

“the household of God”8855",$"(+"31/"6*"1"#(+/*,,"+$"1/'"1"+*,+(4$/5"+$";"
@I]EFGJGF_";FJGRH;JG">I@!GJ_856"Y"W;"H*#"h"F(9(/0"M15X"U"“here 

on Earth as it is in Heaven”857:"""""
"
M*"12*"+$"“go into all the world”858"1/'"#$2)"W0$$'"#$2),X"$%+"(/"+-*"#$2&'8"
6%+"/$+"+$"W?(DX"(+:"Q$'f,".&1/"(,"+-1+"#*"#$%&'"“snatch some out of the fire”859"
6*?$2*"“the elements pass away”860,",$"+-1+"+-*5"+$$"415"6*"“rescued from the 

domain of darkness, and transferred to the kingdom of His beloved Son”861,"1/'"
-19*"*+*2/1&"&(?*"(/"+-*"/*#"-*19*/"1/'"/*#"*12+-:&$*"I%2"#$2)"(,"+$"3$Y
$.*21+*"#(+-"a*,%,"1,"N*"6%(&',"N(,"@-%23-&$!"U"“the household of the faith”, 

“the household of God”8"1/'"6*"1"#(+/*,,"+$8"1"+*,+(4$/5"+$8"+-*"q(/0'$4"$?"
Q$':"R1+-*2"+-1/"W+21/,?$24(/0",$3(*+5X8"$2"4*2*&5"4**+(/0".*$.&*f,"
41+*2(1&"/**',8"+-*"F$2'f,"10*/'1"(,"+-1+"“those who are outside”"#$%&'"

“taste of the Lord and see He is good”864"U"*D.*2(*/3*"W+-*"-$%,*-$&'"$?"

Q$'X:"""
"
"

 
855 Ephesians 2:19; 1 Timothy 3:15 
856 Cf. my article, The Church: A Community for Transformation 
857 Matthew 6:10 
858 Matthew 28:19; Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8 
859 Jude 1:23 
860 2 Peter 3:7, 10-13 
861 Colossians 1:13 
862 Revelation 21:1; Cf. 2 Peter 3:10 and 13; Isaiah 65:17, 66:22 
863 1 Corinthians 3:5-10; Ephesians 4:11-12, 16 
864 Psalm 34:8; 1 Peter 2:3; Hebrews 6:5 
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"
An Experience of the “Oikos of God” 

 
J-*"Q2**)"#$2'"+21/,&1+*'"W-$%,*-$&'X"(,"$()$,&$#:"J-*"$()$,"#1,"+-*"61,(3"
%/(+"$?"Q2**)",$3(*+5"U"+-*"4*46*2,"$?"1"-$%,*-$&':"!+"#1,"$/*f,"/%3&*12"
?14(&5b"6%+"4$2*"+-1/"+-1+8"(+"(/3&%'*'"*D+*/'*'"?14(&58"1,"#*&&"1,"-$%,*-$&'"
#$2)*2,8"1/'"1/5$/*"*&,*"1,,$3(1+*'"#(+-"+-*"-$%,*-$&':"J-*"+*24"1&,$"
(/3&%'*'"+-*"#-$&*"*,+1+*"U"+-*"-$%,*8"+-*"&1/'8"1/'"+-*"?14(&5"6%,(/*,,:"
J-*"WI()$,"$?"Q$'X"(,"+-*"?14(&5"$?"Q$'8"3$4.&*+*"#(+-",.(2(+%1&".12*/+,8"

62$+-*2,"1/'",(,+*2,8"1/'"1"/*+#$2)"$?"?2(*/',-(.,:""
"
F%)*"gK<o"3$/+1(/,"1/"(/+*2*,+(/0".-21,*8"#-*2*"a*,%,",15,"WI must be about 

My Father’s house”866:"I+-*2"+21/,&1+($/,",158"“I must be about My Father’s 

business.”867J-*"&(+*21&"+21/,&1+($/"#$%&'"2*1'8"“I must be about the things of 

My Father”8"$2"“I must be about the matters of My Father’s household.”"J-*"
.-21,*8"“household of God”8"0$*,"6*5$/'"-%41/"2*&1+($/,-(.,"(/+$"+-*"
12*1"$?"13+(9(+5"U"#$2)(/0"1/'",*29(/0"(/"+-*"-$%,*8",+%'5(/08"1/'"+*13-(/0"
+-*"+-(/0,"$?"+-*"B1+-*28"6*(/0"16$%+"+-*"6%,(/*,,"$?"+-*")(/0'$4"$?"Q$':"
"
J-*".$(/+"(,"+-(,K"J-*"F$2'f,"10*/'1"?$2"W,$3(1&"13+($/X"(,"+-1+"W+-$,*"#-$"
12*"$%+,('*X"#$%&'"*D.*2(*/3*"W+-*"I()$,"$?"Q$'X"Y"+1,+(/08".*23*(9(/08"
,**(/08"*D.*2(*/3(/0"+-1+"“the Lord is good”,"(/3&%'(/0"*D.*2(*/3(/0"+-*"

 
865 Strong’s # 3624 
866 NASB 
867 NKJV, NIV 
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.2*,*/3*"$?"a*,%,:"J-$,*"W$%+,('*X"/**'"+$"6*"0(9*/"1/"$..$2+%/(+5"+$"
*D.*2(*/3*"+-*"-$%,*-$&'"$?"Q$'8"(/3&%'(/0"+-*"&$9*"$?"+-*"?14(&5"$?"Q$'8"
+-*"'*.+-,"$?"+-*"+2%+-"$?"Q$'8"+-*"2(3-/*,,"$?"+-*"#(,'$4"$?"Q$'8"+-*"0(9(/0"
1/'"2*3*(9(/0"$?"+-*"912($%,"4(/(,+2(*,"$?"+-*"A$'5"$?"@-2(,+8"1/'"+-*"
1'9*/+%2*"$?"&(9(/0"(/"+-*")(/0'$4"$?"Q$':&$&""
 
Bearing One Another’s Burdens in the Household of the Faith  
and “Doing Good” in the World  
 
!f'"&()*"+$",-12*"1"3$%.&*"$?"$+-*2"+-$%0-+,"6*?$2*"&*19(/0"+-(,",%67*3+:"
B(2,+&58"&*+f,"3$46(/*"+-*"$.*/(/0"1/'"3&$,(/0"+-$%0-+,"E1%&"0(9*,"+-*"
Q1&1+(1/,"(/"3-1.+*2"+#$K"“bearing one another’s burdens”"1/'"“especially 
with those who are the household of the faith”.869  
"
;FF"+-* “burdens” $?"+-$,*"(/"“the household of the faith”";RG"JNG">;]G"
AORPGH>"$?"+-$,*"$%+,('*"“the household of the faith”"6*31%,*"#*"12*"1&&"
-%41/"6*(/0,"#(+-"%/(9*2,1&"-%41/"/**',:";&&"+-1+"Q$'"#1/+,"%,"+$".2$9('*"
?(2,+&5"?$2"+-$,*"(/"“the household of the faith”"@;H";F>I"AG";L;!F;AFG"+$"
+-$,*"$%+,('*"“the household of the faith”:""
"
A%+"+$"+2%&5"3$Y&16$2"#(+-"Q$'"(/"+-(,8"#*"4%,+"%/'*2,+1/'"N(,"#15,K"Q$'"
,1('"+-1+"N(,".*$.&*"“always go astray in their hearts not knowing His ways”.870 

N*",1('"+-(,",.*3(?(31&&5"(/"2*?*2*/3*"+$"+-*",.(2(+%1&",*1,$/"#-*/"N*"#1,"
 

868 It must be noted that John 3:3 & 5 maintains that one cannot fully “understand” (Greek: eido, translated 
“see”) or enter the kingdom of God without experiencing regeneration.  
869 Galatians 6:2 & 10 
870 Psalm 95:10; Hebrews 3:10 NKJV 
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&*1'(/0"!,21*&"$%+"$?"G05.+"1/'"(/+$"+-*"E2$4(,*'"F1/':"J-(,"(,"#-1+"Q$'"
(/+*/',"+$"'$"#(+-"+-*"@-%23-"U"&*1'"%,"$%+"$?"+-*"“domain of darkness”"Y"
/14*&58"+-*"#$2&'",5,+*48"1/'"(/+$"“the kingdom of His beloved Son”.871"!/"
?13+8"N*"“desires that ALL people would be saved and come to the knowledge of the 

truth”872. A%+8"(/"$2'*2"+$"3$Y&16$2"#(+-"N(4"(/"+-(,8"#*"]O>J"%/'*2,+1/'"N(,"
.&1/,"1/'".%2.$,*8"1&$/0"#(+-"N(,"#15,:"N(,"(/+*/+($/"(,"4$2*"+-1/"4*2*&5"
4**+(/0".*$.&*f,"41+*2(1&"/**',:&%!";&$/0"#(+-"2*9*1&(/0"N(4,*&?"1/'"N(,"
&$9*"+-2$%0-"N(,"'(,3(.&*,8"+-*"F$2'f,"%&+(41+*"(/+*/+($/"(,"+$"62(/0"+-$,*"#-$"
12*"$%+,('*"N(,"-$%,*"(/,('*"N(,"N$%,*:"!"14"/$+",.*1)(/0"$?"W0*++(/0"+-*4"
+$"3$4*"+$"3-%23-X:"!"14",.*1)(/0"$?".*$.&*"2*.*/+(/0"U"+-1+"(,8"3-1/0(/0"
+-*(2"#$2&'9(*#8"3-1/0(/0"+-*(2"-*12+,"1/'"&(9*,8"-19(/0",19(/0"?1(+-"(/"
@-2(,+8"2*3*(9(/0"+-*"Q(?+"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+8"1/'",**(/0"+-*")(/0'$48"1/'"
*/+*2(/0"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"3$44%/(+5:""""
"
_$%",**8"#-*/"#*"W'$"0$$'X"$%+"(/"+-*"#$2&'8"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"#-$"“convinces 

the world concerning sin, and righteousness and judgment”874,"#(&&"1&,$"3$/9(/3*"
+-$,*"(/"+-*"#$2&'"+-1+"JNG"ERIL!>!IH"!>"!H"JNG"NIO>G:"!/"F%)*f,"
E1216&*"$?"+-*"E2$'(01&">$/8"(+",15,"+-1+"#-*/"+-*",$/"“came to his senses”8"
-*"2*1&(T*'"JNG"ERIL!>!IH"!>"!H"JNG"NIO>G8&%#"1/'"-*"2*+%2/*'"+$"-(,"
?1+-*2f,"-$%,*8"3$/?*,,*'"-(,",(/8"2*3*(9*'"?$20(9*/*,,8"1/'"“came to life 

 
871 Colossians 1:13 
872 1 Timothy 2:4 
873 Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4 
874 John 16:8 
875 Luke 15:17-18a; Cf. vv. 11-32 
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again”"[#1,"2*0*/*21+*'\:&%$"JNG"ERIL!>!IH"!>"!H"JNG"NIO>G:"J-*"
1.$,+&*"E1%&"(/'(31+*'"+-1+"“the riches of the glory of His inheritance is IN THE 

SAINTS”877 U"!H"JNG"HGM"@ILGH;HJ"@I]]OH!J_:""
"

What Does the New Covenant Community Look Like? 
 
M-1+"-19*"#*"3$/3&%'*'"+-%,"?12"2*012'(/0"01+-*2(/0,"$?"+-*"G33&*,(1"
(/?$24,"%,"$?"#-1+"1"H*#"@$9*/1/+"3$44%/(+5"&$$),"&()*K"

§ GV%(..(/0"4(/(,+2(*,"'(,3(.&(/0".*$.&*"+-2$%0-"+-*(2"+*13-(/0"1/'"
?*&&$#,-(.:'"'""""""

§ !/"+1/'*4"#(+-"+-(,8"(/'(9('%1&"'(,3(.&*,"'*9$+(/0"+-*4,*&9*,"+$"
?*&&$#,-(."#(+-"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+:""""

§ P(,3(.&*,"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4&%'",**)(/0"+-*"F$2'"[(/".215*2\"?$2"N(,"
0%('1/3*&&)"(/"41)(/0"'*3&121+($/,"$?"+-*"Q$,.*&"$?"+-*"q(/0'$4"(/"+-*"
#-$&*"#$2&'"1/'"'(,3(.&(/0"1&&".*$.&*,:881"""

§ J*14,"$?"#$2)*2,"41)(/0".2*.121+($/,"?$2"'*3&121+($/,"$?"+-*"Q$,.*&"
$?"+-*"q(/0'$4:"

§ ;/'"!"6*&(*9*"#*"31/"1''K"P(,3(.&*,"-19(/0"4*1&,"+$0*+-*2"(/"*13-"
$+-*2f,"-$%,*,:&&*"

 
876 Luke 15:18b-24 
877 Ephesians 1:18 I realize and agree that GOD’S INHERITANCE is “the saints”. But Paul is praying here for 
the church to understand God’s PROVISION FOR THE SAINTS. He is not praying for God’s “eyes to be 
enlightened so that He will know the hope of His calling and His inheritance”.   
878 e.g. Acts 2:42 
879 Matthew 13:52 
880 See Part III of this article, Seeking God in Prayer for Guidance 
881 e.g., Acts 2:42 
882 e.g., Acts 2:46 
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§ E213+(3(/0"+-*"E2*,*/3*"$?"Q$'"+$0*+-*2:&&!"
§ E21(,(/0"Q$'"1,"1"&(?*,+5&*"[21+-*2"+-1/"1"2*&(0($%,"2(+%1&\:&&""
§ A*5$/'"+-(,8"6*(/0"0*/*21&&5"“engaged in the matters of the kingdom”"1/'"

“bearing one another’s burdens”"(/"+-*"-$%,*-$&'"$?"Q$'"1/'"“doing 

good” $%+"(/"+-*"#$2&':"
"

>$4*"+-$%0-+,"16$%+"“bearing one another’s burdens”K"a%,+"1,"1/3(*/+"!,21*&"
#1,"1/"1&+*2/1+(9*"3$9*/1/+"3$44%/(+5b"+-*"G33&*,(1",-$%&'"6*"+-*"3*/+*2"
?$2"U""

§ N*1&+-"@12*"
§ G'%31+($/"
§ B(/1/3(/0"[#(+-$%+"(/+*2*,+\"
§ F*01&"31,*,"6*+#**/"6*&(*9*2,"[d"@$2(/+-(1/,"n\""
§ >%..$2+(/0"+-*"6%,(/*,,*,"$?"$+-*2"6*&(*9*2,"[@?:"g"@$2(/+-(1/,"nKd<Y
dc\&&#""

"""
>$4*"+-$%0-+,"16$%+"“doing good”"$%+"(/"+-*"#$2&'K"@-2(,+(1/"02$%.,"-19*"
-(,+$2(31&&5"6**/"+-*"6%(&'*2,"$?"U""

§ N$,.(+1&,"[.-5,(31&"-*1&+-"312*"1/'"“renewing of the mind”886"1,"
.,53-$&$0(31&"3$%/,*&(/0\""

§ >3-$$&,"[“renewing of the mind” +$"1"6(6&(31&"#$2&'9(*#\"

 
883 e.g., Acts 2:43 
884 e.g., Acts 2:47 
885 Each of these ministries deserves a separate article for further discussion.  
886 Romans 12:2 
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§ @*/+*2,"?$2"&*12/(/0"&(?*",)(&&,""
§ L12($%,"+5.*,"$?"3-12(+5"4(,,($/,&&%""
§ @*/+*2,"?$2"+-*",%..$2+"$?"+-*";2+,"""""

"
Some Related Exhortations from the New Testament 
 

§ Philippians 2:4 “Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others.”  
§ Hebrews 13:16 “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”  
§ James 1:27 “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, 
is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world.”  
§ 1 Timothy 5:3-4, 8 "Give proper recognition to those widows who are 
really in need. But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should 
learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own 
family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to 
God.... Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for 
their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever."  
§ 1 John 3:17 “But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?”  

 
 
 
 

 

 
887 e.g., Acts 2:44-45; 2 Corinthians 8-9; Cf. 1 Corinthians 16:1; Hebrews 13:16 
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PART III 

 

Seeking God in Prayer for Guidance 
 

for “Being Engaged in the Matters of the Kingdom” 
and Doing “Good Works” 

"
J-*"1,+%+*"2*1'*2"#$%&'"-19*"/$+(3*'"+-1+"!"-19*"/$+"0(9*/"1/5"W.213+(31&"
1..&(31+($/,X"?$2"“doing good works”:"!"'$/f+"-19*"1/5"+$"0(9*"U"Q$'"'$*,:"
M*"4%,+",**)"Q$'"(/".215*2"?$2"0%('1/3*:"M-*/"!",.*1)"$?"W,**)(/0"Q$'"
(/".215*2"?$2"0%('1/3*X8"(+"31/"6*"*V%1+*'"#(+-"W+-*"?*&&$#,-(."$?"+-*"N$&5"
>.(2(+X&&&:"R*?&*3+"$/"-$#"a*,%,"'*,32(6*'"+-*"4(/(,+25"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"
+$#12',"%,"#-$"12*"N(,"'(,3(.&*,K""
"
25 “These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. 26 But the Helper, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 

things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.” John 14:25-26 

 
12 “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 But 

when He, the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He 

will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He 

will disclose to you what is to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of 

 
888 2 Corinthians 13:14; Philippians 2:1. 
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Mine and will disclose it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine; 

therefore, I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.” John 16:12-15 

 
!+"(,"(4.*21+(9*"#*"-*12"+-*"9$(3*"$?"Q$'"?$2"0%('1/3*"(/"+-*"#$2)"$?"Q$':"
M*"'12*"/$+"3$/+(/%*"6%(&'(/0"“according to the letter”&&'"U"133$2'(/0"+$"“the 

elementary principles of the world”:&')";,"N(,"3$Y#$2)*2,&'(8"#*"4%,+"#$2)"#(+-"
N(4"1/'"/$+"101(/,+"N(4:"I%2"*D14.&*"(,"a*,%,8"1/'"-$#"N*"#1&)*'"#(+-"
+-*"B1+-*2"#-(&*"N*"4(/(,+*2*'"$/"+-*"*12+-"U",15(/0"$/&5"#-1+"-*"-*12'"+-*"
B1+-*2",15(/0"1/'"'$(/0"$/&5"#-1+"N*",1#"+-*"B1+-*2"'$(/0:&'*"J-*2*"(,"1"
.2$.-*+(3".1,,10*"#-(3-"1''2*,,*,"+-*"/*3*,,(+5"$?"@IYF;AIR!HQ"M!JN"
JNG"FIRP"!H"N!>"MIRqK"""""
 
“Who is among you that fears the Lord, that obeys the voice of His servant, 
that walks in darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord and 
rely on his God.” Isaiah 50:10  
 
M*"4%,+"-19*"2*9*2*/3*"?$2"Q$'"1/'"N(,"#$2)8"-19(/0"-%4(&(+5"1/'"
13)/$#&*'0(/0"#-*/"#*"'$/f+")/$#"#-1+"Q$'"(,"'$(/0:"M*"4%,+"-19*"%++*2"
'*.*/'*/3*"$/"+-*"F$2':"H$+"“trusting in chariots and horses“&'!"U"“Not by 

might, nor by power, but by the Spirit”:&'"""
 

 
889 2 Corinthians 3:6 
890 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20. 
891 1 Corinthians 3:9 
892 John 5:19, 30; 6:38; 8:28, 45; 12:49; 14:10 
893 Psalm 20:7 
894 Zechariah 4:6 
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11 “Behold, all you who kindle a fire, who gird yourselves with firebrands, walk in 
the light of your fire and among the brands you have set ablaze. This you will have 
from My hand: You will lie down in torment.” Isaiah 50:11 
 
!?"#*"W'$"$%2"$#/"+-(/0X"(/"$%2"$#/",+2*/0+-8&'#"#*"#(&&",%??*2"+-*"
3$/,*V%*/3*,:&'$"""
 
I9*2"+-*"5*12,8"1"/%46*2"$?",32(.+%2*".1,,10*,"-19*"6*3$4*"*,.*3(1&&5"
,(0/(?(31/+"?$2"4*"#-*/",**)(/0"Q$'"(/".215*2"?$2"0%('1/3*"(/"+-*"#$2)"$?"
4(/(,+25K"""
!

§ “The people who know their God will display strength and take action.” 
(Daniel 11:32; Cf. Jeremiah 9:23-24) 

§ “Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty 
things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3) 

§ “A ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the 
messengers (angels897) of God were ascending and descending on it…. This is 
none other than the house of God and this is the gate of heaven.” (Genesis 
28:12; 17)    

§ “Let Your work appear to Your servants and Your majesty to their children. 
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us; and confirm for us the work of 
our hands; yes, confirm the work of our hands.” (Psalm 90:16-17) 

§ “I will build My Church … I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven.” (Matthew 16:18-19) 

§ “So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but 
God who causes the growth. Now he who plants, and he who waters are one; 
but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. For we are 

 
895 Psalm 118:8; 146:3; Isaiah 2:22; 30:1 
896 1 Corinthians 3:13-17 
897 Greek: angelos, Strong’s # 32.  
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God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.” (1 Corinthians 3:7-
9) 

§ "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent." (John 
6:29) 

§ “Our father who is in heaven, hallowed be you name. Your kingdom come; 
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10) 

 

!+f,"/1+%21&"+-1+"#*"4(0-+"-19*"1"'*,(2*"?$2"W.213+(31&"1..&(31+($/,X"$?"+-*"
.2(/3(.&*,"!f9*"&1('"$%+"2*012'(/0"“Being Engaged in the Matters of the 

Kingdom”:";,"!",1('8"#*"]O>J"2*3*(9*"+-$,*"&*1'(/0,"(/".215*2"#(+-"+-*"
N$&5">.(2(+:";/'8"$?"3$%2,*8"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"#$%&'"6*"$%2"W0$Y
+$X",$%23*"?2$4"#-(3-"#*"#$%&'"1??(24"+-*"+2%,+#$2+-(/*,,"$?"+-$,*">.(2(+Y
&*1'(/0,:"!"-19*8"(/"?13+8"&(,+*'"16$9*",$4*".2(/3(.&*,"[/$+"W.1++*2/,X\:";/'8"
1&$/0"+-1+"&(/*8"!f'"&()*"+$"2*.*1+"#-1+"!",1('"1+"+-*"3&$,*"$?"+-*".2*9($%,"
,*3+($/"*/+(+&*'"The New Testament Scriptures (PART I)K"J-*"W'*,32(.+(9*X"k"

W.2*,32(.+(9*X".121'(04"(,"/$+",1+(,?5(/0"+$"4*8"1,"!",**"+-*"#-$&*"('*1"$?"
.2*,32(.+($/,"$?"3*2+1(/"13+(9(+(*,"1,"6*(/0"1+"+-*"9*25"3$2*"$?"“the 

elementary principles of the world”&'&:";/'"101(/8"(+"(,"/$+"+-*"13+(9(+(*,"
+-*4,*&9*,"#-(3-"12*".2$6&*41+(38"(+"(,"+-*".2*,32(6(/0"$?"+-$,*"13+(9(+(*,"
#-(3-"!".*23*(9*"1,"“of the letter”"1/'"+-*2*?$2*"9($&1+(/0"+-*"*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"
H*#"@$9*/1/+"65".2$4$+(/0"1"4(/(,+25"“of the letter”"21+-*2"+-1/"“of the 

Spirit” – “the Law of Christ”, “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”:"!"14"
4$2*"$?"+-*".*2,%1,($/"+$",158"(/"1"41//*2"$?",.*1)(/0K"M-1+*9*2"#*",**"
(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,"+-1+"(,"'*,32(.+(9*"$?"@-2(,+"(,"

.2*,32(.+(9*:"!"6*&(*9*"(+"#1,"+-*"(/+*/+($/"$?"+-*"N$&5">.(2(+"1/'"+-*"
 

898 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20. 
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1%+-$2,"N*"(/,.(2*'"+$"6$+-"'*,32(6*"1/'".2*,32(6*"@NR!>J"+-2$%0-"+-*"
H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,:""
"
J-(,"62(/0,"+$"4(/'"1/"$?+"%,*'".-21,*K"WM-1+"M$%&'"a*,%,"P$`X"&''"JN;J"
(,"#-1+"#*"/**'"+$"'(,3*2/"(/"*9*25"%/(V%*",(+%1+($/"U"M-1+"#$%&'"a*,%,"
'$`"U"“according to the Spirit”?900""B$2"JN;J"(,"*,,*/+(1&&5"+-*"0$9*2/(/0"
.2(/3(.&*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"U"“the law of Christ”901 - “the law of the 

Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus”.902""I?"3$%2,*8"+-*"0%('1/3*"#*"2*3*(9*"
“according to the Spirit”"#(&&"/*9*2"3$/+21'(3+"1/5+-(/0"+-*">.(2(+"(/,.(2*'"+$"6*"
2*3$2'*'"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+",32(.+%2*,:"A%+"1+"+-*",14*"+(4*8"(+"415"6*"
“far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think”903 – +-1+"(,8",$4*+-(/0 “no 

eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined”904."!",15"+-(,"6*31%,*8"
a*,%,",1('"“the Spirit will guide us in ALL THE REALITY”.905"M-(&*"Q2**)"
#$2'8"1&*+-*(1')$8"(,"%,%1&&5"+21/,&1+*'"W+2%+-X8"(+,"&(+*21&"4*1/(/0"(,"W2*1&(+5X:"
!/"?13+8"Q2**)",3-$&128"N*241//"@2*4*28"'*?(/*,"(+"1,8"W+-*"2*1&(+5"&5(/0"1+"
+-*"61,(,"$?"1/"1..*121/3*b"+-*"41/(?*,+*'8"9*2(+16&*"*,,*/3*"$?"1"

 
899 The origin and usage of the phrase: It is the theme of “Imitation of Christ”, written by Thomas a Kempis in 
1481. The phrase was repeated a number of times in a sermon given by Charles Spurgeon in 1891. Also, in 
1891, A.B. Simpson wrote a hymn with this title. The phrase was the title of a novel written by Charles Sheldon 
in 1896, whose theology was labeled “Christian Socialism” and was the primary influence on Walter 
Rauschenbusch, the father of the “Social Gospel”. (I do not identity with their use of the phrase.) In the 1990s, 
Janie Tinklenberg, a youth leader in the Calvary Reformed Church in Holland, Michigan, used the phrase which 
started a global youth movement.       
900 2 Corinthians 3:6 
901 1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2 
902 Romans 8:2 
903 Ephesians 3:20 
904 1 Corinthians 2:9 ESV 
905 John 16:13   
906 Strong’s # 225 
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41++*2X')%:"JN;Jf>"#-1+"a*,%,"#$%&'"'$"U"(/"*9*25"%/(V%*",(+%1+($/"#*"
*/3$%/+*2"6*+#**/"/$#"1/'"W+-*"*/'"$?"+-*"10*X:"""""
"
"
 

 
907 Biblico-Theological Lexicon 
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The Nature of New Covenant Gathering 
!

B2$4",%29*5(/0"+-*">32(.+%2*,8"#1&)(/0"(/"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+"Y"(/"6$+-"$%2"
(/'(9('%1&"1/'"3$&&*3+(9*"&(9*,"Y",**4,"+$"(/9$&9*K"""

§ q/$#(/0"Q$'""
(Jeremiah 31:33; 9:24) 
§ A*(/0"A$2/"$?"+-*">.(2(+"
(John 3:3-8; Romans 8:9) 
§ A*(/0"F*'"65"+-*">.(2(+"
(Romans 8:14; Cf. John 5:19, 30; 6:38; 8:28; 12;49; 14;10) 

§ A*(/0"Q$9*2/"65"[(/"6$+-"$%2"(/'(9('%1&"1/'"3$&&*3+(9*"&(9*,\K"
o WJ-*"F1#"$?"@-2(,+X"(1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2) 

o WJ-*"&1#"$?"+-*">.(2(+"$?"&(?*"(/"@-2(,+"a*,%,X"(Romans 8:2)""
o W;33$2'(/0"+$"+-*">.(2(+X"(2 Corinthians 3:6)"

!

 
How does the “New and Living Way”908 Jesus opened for us  

relate to the nature of New Covenant Gathering? 
 

 
“… not forsaking our own assembling together….”909 

""!
J-(,".-21,*8"9*2,*"gl"$?"N*62*#,"d=8"1..*12,"(/"+-*"9*25",14*"3$/+*D+"1,"
+-*",%67*3+"41++*2"$?"+-*".1,,10*"U “a new and living way”"[9:"g=\:"J-*"
Q2**)"9*26"+21/,&1+*'"“assembling together”"(,"*.(,%/10$:'()"G9*25"+(4*"+-(,"
#$2'"1..*12,"(/"+-*"H*#"J*,+14*/+8"+-*"3$/+*D+"1/'"2*?*2*/3*"(,"a*,%,"

 
908 Hebrews 10:20 
909 Hebrews 10:25 
910 Strong’s # 1997 
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01+-*2(/0"#(+-"N(,".*$.&*"Y""*(+-*2"+-*"F$2'"*D.2*,,(/0"N(,"'*,(2*"+$"01+-*2"
#(+-"N(,".*$.&*'((8"$2"+-*"F$2'f,".*$.&*"01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2"#(+-"N(4"(/"+-*"
1(2:'(*"J-%,8"+-*".2(4125"$67*3+"$?"“our own assembling together”"(,"a*,%,8"1/'"
/$+"$/*"1/$+-*2:'(!"a*,%,"3$/?(24,"+-(,"+-*"$/*"+(4*"N*"4*/+($/,"$%2"
01+-*2(/0"+$0*+-*2K""
"
“Where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their 
midst.” (Matthew 18:20)  
"
J-(,"(,"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&"+21/,&1+($/"$?"+-*"9*2,*b"1/'"+-*"3$/9*/+($/1&"
(/+*2.2*+1+($/"(,"+-1+8"(?"#*"01+-*2"+$0*+-*28"a*,%,"-1,".2$4(,*'"+$"-$/$2"$%2"
01+-*2(/0"#(+-"N(,".2*,*/3*:""
"
A%+"&*+f,"&$$)"'**.*2"(/+$"1"4$2*"&(+*21&"+21/,&1+($/"$?"+-(,"9*2,*K"“Where there 
are two or three are being gathered together (or even, “are being led to gather 
together”) in My name, there I am in the midst of them.”"J-*"+*/,*"$?"+-*"
Q2**)"9*26"(,".2*,*/+".12+(3(.&*8".1,,(9*"9$(3*:'(""J-%,"+-*"01+-*2(/0"(,"
6*(/0"(/(+(1+*'"65">$4*$/*"$+-*2"+-1/"“the two or three”"U"+-1+"(,8"“according 
to the Spirit”. "

 

"

 
911 Matthew 23:37; Luke 13:34 
912 Matthew 24:31; Mark 13:27; 2 Thessalonians 2:1. 
913 In Mark 1:33, the people of a city gathered at the door of a house Jesus was in. In Luke 12:1, a multitude of 
people gathered to listen to Jesus. Cf. Peter Ditzel’s article, “Hebrews 10:25 - What are We Not to Forsake?” 
914 The verb, sunago, is a combination of Strong’s # 4863, sun, “together” and Strong’s # 71, ago, “led”; i.e. led 
together’ 
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J-*"N$&5">.(2(+8"+-*"WQ$9*2/$2X"$?"+-*"q(/0'$48"&*1',"1,"+$"#-*/8"#-*2*"
1/'"-$#"+-*"q(/0'$4"Q1+-*2(/0"[G33&*,(1\"+1)*,".&13*"U"“in the name915 of 

Jesus”,"+-1+"(,8"#(+-"+-*";OJNIR!J_"$?"a*,%,"U"133$2'(/0"+$"“the Law of 
Christ”, “the Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”."
!

;&,$K"J-*2*"(,"1"'*?(/(+*"12+(3&*"(/"?2$/+"$?"W(/X'($8"(/'(31+(/0"(/+$"1"W.&13*X:"
J-*"&(+*21&"+21/,&1+($/"#$%&'"6*K"“are being led together into My name”:"!/"
$+-*2"#$2',8"+-*"H14*"$?"a*,%,"(,"1"W.&13*X"U"1",.(2(+%1&".&13*"U"N(,"
.2*,*/3*8"#-(3-"#*"01+-*2"(/+$:"E2$9*26,"dcKd="+*&&,"%,"+-1+K"“The name of 

the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous runs into it and is set on high.”"!+"(,"“the 

secret place of the Most High”.917"JN!>"(,",$4*"$?"#-1+"(+"4*1/,"+$"6*"W!H"
@NR!>JX:'(&";/'"6*(/0"!H"@NR!>J"(,"+-*"*,,*/3*"$?"+-*"H*#"@$9*/1/+""
Y"“in whom we live and move and have our existence”:"(Acts 17:28) 
!

J-*"B1+-*2"-1,"^""
!

“given Christ as a covenant to the people 
and 

as a light to the nations”919 
! !

 
915 Greek: onoma, Strong’s # 3638, meaning authority, character, name. 
916 Greek: eis, Strong’s # 1519 
917 Psalm 91:1-2; Cf. Exodus 33:21-23; 2 Samuel 22:2-3; Psalm 18:2; 61:3. 
918 There are many lists of the truths of being “in Christ”. Here is one good example by Ken Boa: 
https://kenboa.org/spiritual-formation/who-does-god-say-i-am/  
919 Isaiah 42:6 
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Bill & Frances Furioso  
~ At Christ’s Table ~  

 
  
 
 
 
 
!

 
 
 
 
Bill and Frances have been married for more than 40 years, and have two children, four 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. Being an avid student by nature, Bill has done formal 
study in various fields including Education, Music, Philosophy and Theology.  Bill and Frances served 
as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years helping to establish churches and train church 
leaders. Their Bible teaching ministry has taken them throughout the United States, as well as to 
other countries like Brazil, England, and Zimbabwe. They have pastored several churches, and as an 
itinerant Bible teacher, Bill has ministered in hundreds of churches on four continents. As a writer, he 
has authored many publications which are distributed to church leaders worldwide. Bill and Frances 
have ministered together speaking in churches, leading spiritual formation seminars, personal 
mentoring, and administrating an international partnership of church leaders. Because of Bill’s 
disabilities resulting from a spinal cord injury, their ministries of  writing, recording, distributing, 
mentoring, and correspondence are now primarily via the Internet... www.AtChristsTable.org    
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“… explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.”   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

A teaching ministry from Bill and Frances Furioso 
!
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SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572 

Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/user/14502151 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
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