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To Our Medical and First Responder Heroes 

“If man is to survive, he will have learned to take a delight in the 

essential differences between men and between cultures. He will learn 

that differences in ideas and attitudes are a delight, part of life's 

exciting variety, not something to fear.”  ― Gene Roddenberry 
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Clubroom 
Our clubroom is now open on Mondays and Wednesdays at a 25% capacity. All 
members and guests need to adhere to the COVID-19 health protocols set forth by the 
State of Texas. We are following all safety protocols with the Covid-19. Continue to 
follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for updates on when we can open fully.
                         (Below: Members enjoying the reopening of the Clubroom May 25th)

Scholarships 
This year Sokol KHB is awarding 3 - $250 scholarships to our graduating seniors. We would like to 
congratulate Josef Slovak, Ksenia Marek, and Kaylee Wester.  
Thank you for your contributions to Sokol KHB and good luck on your future endeavors  

Swimming Pool 
In other news, there are no plans to open the swimming pool this year. 
Please continue to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. Everyone stay safe! 

COVID-19 Update 
Sokol Ennis continues to monitor new developments regarding COVID-19 (coronavirus). The health 
and safety of our guests, members and staff are of the utmost importance.  

 For specific information about the coronavirus and seniors, visit the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention's (CDC) web page on older adults.

 You'll also find targeted information for the older adult population on the U.S. Dept. of Health
and Human Service's Administration for Community Living's website.

 The National Council on Aging has a blog post on its website dedicated specifically to older
adults and their caregivers and what they need to know about the coronavirus.

************************************************************************************************* 

“If we cannot end now our differences, at least we can help make the 
world safe for diversity.”  ― John F. Kennedy



June, 2020 

From the Education Director 

Freedom Denied 

Prague Spring is the term that designates a reform movement during the first half of 1968 in 
Communist controlled Czechoslovakia when the new First Secretary, Alexander Dubček, attempted 
to ease hard-line Communist restrictions and introduce “socialism with a human face.” Although 
Dubček was raised believing in Communist ideals and rose through the ranks to high political party 
offices, he attempted to introduce a degree of citizen rights, while still socialist, that allowed freedom 
of speech, removing censorship on media, more freedom of cultural expression, travel, and less 
centralized regulations of some types of businesses.  

What brought about this season of hope in a repressive Communist-governed state? Was there room 
for these freedoms in a Communist state? 

Antonín Novotný, a Stalinist hardliner, had consolidated his power as both First Secretary of the 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and as President of Czechoslovakia. Under the Communist rule 
of Novotný from 1953 to 1968, the economy of the Czechoslovakia had been on a decline, and 
Novotný exercised excessive imprisoning and killing anyone who protested against the Communist 
regime. The Slovak branch of the Communist Party had enjoyed a certain degree of autonomy and 
that privilege had been curtailed and completely centralized in Prague. Student protests in late 1967 
in Prague for University electricity to be turned back on were met with unusually harsh brutality. So 
both the Czechs and Slovaks had become increasingly angry. Novotný’s accumulation of power had 
also begun to concern Party leaders as well. Even Leonid Brezhnev, General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, refused to back him. Novotny was forced to 
resign as First Secretary in January 1968, replaced by Alexander Dubček, former First Secretary of 
the Slovak Communist Party, and later was replaced as President by Ludvík Svoboda in March 1968.  

While Dubček maintained his complete loyalty to Communism, he had a vision of a more humane 
socialist order. He had witnessed firsthand the famine in Russia when his family lived there during his 
youth. As a political leader in Slovakia, he was angry about Novotny’s suppression of that region. But 
with newfound freedom of expression, the younger generation of reformers surged past his control 
and moved too far, too fast for Moscow. 

• More freedom of speech in the media spurred spirited debates between reformers and
hardliners, which were more than the Soviet Communist party leaders could tolerate.

• The possibility of an opposition party in upcoming elections threatened the supreme power of
the Soviet Communist uncontested election system.

• A softer version of Communism would weaken the Soviet model of centralized authoritarian
government in other Soviet satellite nations.

• Patriotic feelings of Czech independence once again began to emerge among reformers.

Was there room for individual freedom in a centralized government-controlled Communist state? The 
answer was “No” and it came on August 20, 1968 when 600,000 Soviet Warsaw Pact troops invaded 
Czechoslovakia, killing more than 80 persons, and returned the Czech and Slovak citizenry to 
Stalinist “normalcy.” Dubček was forced to resign and expelled from the Communist Party. 

Sources used / for more reading:  The Communist States in Disarray 1965 – 1971, Bromke and 
Rakowska – Harmstone; New York Times, Marc Santora; Private Prague Guide; Prague Spring and 
the Student Movement, Jan Kavan; Wikipedia.   

Watch for “Museum Features of the Month” on our Sokol Ennis facebook page.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2020 UNIT APPLICANTS for the 

UNIT GROWTH and GATEWAY TO THE FUTURE INTERNAL 

FOUNDATION AMERICAN SOKOL GRANTS 

The Foundation Committee recommendations were approved 
unanimously by the American Sokol Executive Board at their April 
28, 2020 meeting. 

UNIT GROWTH: 
1. Sokol Milwaukee $520 Church bulletin advertising for the year from where they hold the

classes in a rented church gym and conduct all Sokol events
2. Sokol Zizka, Dallas $1,000 to upgrade website
3. Sokol Washington D. C. $1,646 Tent, banner, travel microphone to “go on the road”
4. Sokol Minnesota $2,500 2020 Fall Festival start-up assistance
5. Sokol Greater Cleveland $4,000 for Large Electric signage with extension to finish project in

2021 (Note: $4,700 was given for same project in 2019)

GATEWAY TO THE FUTURE: 
1. Sokolice Tabor $300 Artistic Gym Equipment
2. Sokol Spirit $600 Recover Hi-Beam

3. Sokol KHB, Texas $900 Relamp room to LED
4. Sokol Zizka, Dallas $900 ($500 Stage 2 finish and rest to Stage 3 LED Lighting project)
5. Sokol Ceska Sin $900 Men’s Bathroom Remodel and update
6. Sokol Detroit $1,200 for the Camp drainage project
7. Sokol Chicagoland $3,365 Outside/In Security Cameras and System, Stage 1
8. Sokol Tabor $3,835 Tuckpointing to all four outside brick walls plus a lintel quote on east side

The Unit Growth fund was started by an anonymous donor in 2011 with $100,000. The current 
balance is $64,744.16*. First use of this fund was in 2014 with a membership drive contest between 
units and last year was devoted to signage and publicity. The 2020 expanded the possibilities of how 
to “grow a unit” with beautiful and clever ideas. 

The Gateway to the Future was started from 150 anniversary income plus and came into shape 
through the previous direction of Brother Allen Cushing, Foundation Director from 2014-2018 (Start 
June 2015). Money ($52,729 thru 2019) has been distributed to 22 units in the last 5 years. One of 
the Foundation’s (2018-2022) business goals is to build this fund to $250,000 by 2022 to allow it to 
give out at least $10,000 from its gains each year to units, districts, and executive board committees. 
The current balance is $111,813.41. The Gateway fund has received awards from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic in both 2019 and again 2020 to raise the fund to the 
endowment level.  

Sis. Meribeth Tooke, Foundation Director 

******************************************************************************************************** 

“Men build too many walls and not enough bridges.” 
― Joseph Fort Newton 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 

• Gymnastics:  Monday-Thursday – CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

• Zumba:  Monday & Wednesday – CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

• Volleyball: Wednesday 7pm - – CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

• Clubroom:  Regular business hours Mondays & Wednesdays 5pm –11pm – OPEN at 25%

capacity

• Museum and Library: Open by appointment and for special events – CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER

NOTICE

• Membership Meetings: 3rd Wednesday of each month – Dining Room – 7pm– CANCELLED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

************************************************************************************ 

Message from the Membership Committee 

Sokol KHB Ennis is continuing its annual membership drive for 2020. All members are needed to help with this 
endeavor. Please encourage your family, friends, and relatives to join. The membership application can be 
found on the membership page at sokolennis.com or in the Sokol clubroom. For more information regarding 
membership, please contact Membership Director David Slovak 214-906-0891 or 
membership@sokolennis.com. 

David Slovák - Membership Director - Sokol KHB Ennis 
membership@sokolennis.com 
972-875-7959
https://sokolennis.com/

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please encourage your family, friends, and relatives to join. 

http://sokolennis.com/
mailto:membership@sokolennis.com
https://sokolennis.com/
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PART 2 OF A 3 PART SERIES - 101 Tips For Family Fitness Fun 
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Proudly serving the Ennis Community since 1908 

“The mission of the American Sokol is to provide fitness and 

community for individuals and families through physical, 

educational, cultural, and social programs.”

Donations and news worthy items to support the Sokol KHB Newsletter should be sent to 
Sokol KHB Newsletter, P.O. Box 205, Ennis, TX  75120 
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