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Proudly serving the Ennis Community since 1908 

On Saturday, May 9, 2026, Sokol KHB Ennis 
was recognized by the Ellis County & Texas 
Historical Commissions for our impact on Texas 

history, culture and heritage.

“The mission of the American Sokol is to provide fitness and community for 

individuals and families through physical, educational, cultural, and social 

programs.” 



Ennis Sokol Karel Havlíček Borovský Recognized 
On Saturday, May 9, 2026, Sokol KHB Ennis was recognized by the Ellis County & Texas Historical 
Commissions for our impact on Texas history, culture and heritage. 

Sokol KHB Ennis President, Michelle Slovak, shared about Sokol’s history during the dedication 
ceremony. 

“In the 19th century, an influx of Czech immigrants migrated through Galveston to Texas seeking a 
better life lured by the prime farmland on the Blackland Prairie. With them, they brought their 
farming practices, religion, language and their cultural institutions from the homeland. One such 
institution was the establishment of strong fraternal and social organizations to retain our cultural 
heritage…Several Czech families who settled near Ennis around the turn of the century formed 
Sokol Karel Havlíček Borovský (“Sokol KHB”) in 1908, the first Sokol state unit in Texas, which has 
celebrated 118 years of continuous gymnastics training and is a center for ethnic identity for local 
Czech descendants… 

A physical, educational and cultural organization, Sokol is the only Czech related 
organization formed in the United States that had its beginning in the old country.” 

As we dedicated the Undertold 
Marker, we paid tribute to those 
Czech immigrants, their Ennis 
descendants and the impact 
Sokol KHB has made to Ellis 
County and Texas culture. In April 
1908, Sokol KHB, was named 
after the beloved Czech patriot, 
Karel Havlíček, from the village of 
Borová. Twenty-five charter 
members formed the unit and the 
first president, Alois Jurcik, was 
an immigrant to Ennis from 
Moravia. The unit was accepted 
in April 1909 into the National 
Union Sokol (now American 
Sokol).  
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Recognized as the first and oldest 
gymnastics club in Texas, gymnastics 
continues to be the backbone of our 
organization with our gymnastics program 
participating in exhibitions and “Slets” 
annually. From the first district competition in 
Granger in 1910 all the way to the new 
Czech Republic in 1994, Sokol has provided 
instruction in calisthenics, floor exercises, 
rhythmic gymnastics, tumbling, pyramid 
building, twirling, volleyball and swimming. 

In addition to athletic programs, Sokol KHB continues to promote Czech culture and heritage 
through participation in festivals such Czech Music Festival and the National Polka Festival, 
preservation of history and ancestry in our Sokol Museum & Library, sponosorship and 
participation of Česká Beseda dance classes and monthly Social & Czech Movie Nights from the 
Czech Heritage Society. 

Sokol KHB strives to continue to provide fitness and community for individuals and family through 
physical, educational, cultural and social programs throughout the Ennis community. As President 
Michelle Slovak said, “For over a century, Ennis Sokol Karel Havlíček Borovský has continued to 
fulfill the motto adopted by Sokols worldwide of a “healthy mind in a healthy body” and provide a 
link to our native land. 
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Gymnastics Report 
Gymnastics will return on September 14 for the new season! Registration information for the upcoming season, 
along with our popular 5-week gymnastics camps, will be available on our website in July. We look forward to 
welcoming both returning and new participants for another great year of gymnastics. 

Volleyball Report 
Adult Volleyball continues every Wednesday evening from 7:30 PM until approximately 10:00 PM. 
Participants must be 17 years of age or older to play on the adult teams. New players are always welcome! 

Swimming Pool Report 
�������☀ Sokol Pool is Open! ☀�������
During the month of June, every Wednesday is open to everyone—members and non-members alike—for a 
special admission price of $7 per person. Watch for weekly advertisements and updates on Facebook. 
Pool Rentals Available 
Planning a birthday party, family gathering, or special event? Make a splash with a private pool rental! 
Pool Phone: 972-921-1962 
Please leave a message or send a text, and we will return your call or text as soon as possible. 
Water Aerobics 

����� Water Aerobics is underway and continues to be a fun and effective way to stay active, improve fitness, and 
enjoy time in the water. 

������� Be sure to check the pool calendar for operating hours, special events, and class schedules. We look forward 
to seeing everyone poolside this summer! 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joanna Wilson 
Physical Director / Gymnastics Manager / Swimming Pool Manager – Sokol KHB Ennis 
Southern District Women's Physical Director 
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Sokol Ennis Awarded ASO Grants 

Sokol KHB Ennis received four American Sokol Foundation grants this year for the 

following improvement programs: 

• “Unit Growth grant #1” for a Neighborhood Pool Party --  $2,040 (Held May 16)

• “Unit Growth grant #2” for a National Night Out Party --  $1,909  (Planned for

October 6, 2026)

• “Unit Corporate Sustainability” grant for a new POS system for the Club Room --
$1,320 (Purchased)

• “Gateway to the Future” grant for the purchase of additional file cabinets and

display cases for the museum -- $870  (Still in planning)

We thank the American Sokol Foundation for these wonderful grants to improve our 

facility and help grow our membership. All of these grants have been supplemented 

with awards through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic from 

applications made by the American Sokol Organization Foundation. 

A successful Neighborhood Pool Party May 16 
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Constitution and Bylaws Committee Launches SOP Development Project 

The Constitution and Bylaws Committee of Sokol Ennis is pleased to announce the start of a new project to 

develop Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for the organization. 

The purpose of this project is to document the duties, responsibilities, and operating procedures of officers, 

directors, committees, and key organizational functions. By creating a comprehensive set of SOPs, Sokol 

Ennis aims to preserve institutional knowledge, promote consistency in operations, improve training for current 

and future volunteers, and ensure that organizational practices align with our Constitution, Bylaws, and 

policies. 

The committee has already begun reviewing governing documents and gathering information from officers 

and committee chairmen. As the project progresses, draft SOPs will be presented for review and feedback 

before being finalized. 

This initiative represents an important step toward strengthening the long-term stability and effectiveness of 

Sokol Ennis. Members with questions, suggestions, or historical information that may assist the committee are 

encouraged to reach out to the Constitution and Bylaws Committee. 

Together, we can help ensure that the traditions, operations, and governance of Sokol Ennis are clearly 

documented for future generations. 

Submitted by David F. Slovák – Constitution & Bylaws Committee Rep 

************************************************************** 

Public Relations Committee Continues Expanding Sokol Ennis Outreach 

The Public Relations Committee of Sokol Ennis continues its efforts to promote our organization, programs, 

and events through our website and social media platforms. 

The committee regularly maintains and updates the Sokol Ennis website, sokolennis.com, to provide 

members and the public with current information about our activities, programs, history, and upcoming events. 

Members are encouraged to visit the website and provide feedback regarding its design, content, and 

functionality. Suggestions for improvements, additional information, or new features are always welcome as 

we work to make the website a valuable resource for our membership and community.  

In addition, the committee continues to utilize social media platforms, including Facebook and Instagram, to 

share news, promote events, highlight member achievements, and showcase the many activities offered by 

Sokol Ennis. Social media is an important tool for connecting with current members while also introducing new 

individuals and families to our organization. 

Members can help support these efforts by liking, following, and sharing content from our official Sokol Ennis 

social media accounts. We also encourage all members to join the Sokol Ennis Facebook Group, which 

serves as an additional forum for sharing information, announcements, photos, and discussions among our 

membership. Participation in the group helps members stay informed and connected with the latest 

happenings at Sokol Ennis. 

Your engagement helps increase our visibility and ensures that more people learn about the programs, 

traditions, and community spirit that make Sokol Ennis special. Thank you for helping us spread the word 

about Sokol Ennis! 

Submitted by David F. Slovák – Public Relations Committee Rep 
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Property Committee Continues Work to Maintain Sokol Ennis Facilities 

The Sokol Ennis Property Committee continues to volunteer countless hours to maintain, improve, and 

preserve our facilities and grounds for the benefit of all members and guests. The committee is responsible for 

overseeing the upkeep of our buildings, grounds, equipment, and other physical assets, while also helping 

ensure that our facilities remain safe, functional, and welcoming. 

Throughout the year, committee members assist with maintenance projects, repairs, facility inspections, event 

setup, groundskeeping, and long-term improvement planning. Their efforts help protect and preserve the 

investments made by generations of Sokol members. 

As with many volunteer organizations, there is always plenty to do. The Property Committee welcomes 

additional volunteers who are interested in helping with maintenance projects, repairs, landscaping, facility 

improvements, or general upkeep. Whether you have specialized skills or simply a willingness to lend a hand, 

your help would be greatly appreciated. Members interested in joining the committee are encouraged to reach 

out to us for more information. 

Donations to support facility improvements and maintenance needs are also always welcome. Contributions 

can be made conveniently through PayPal on the homepage of the Sokol Ennis website at sokolennis.com. 

Your support helps ensure that Sokol Ennis facilities remain a source of pride for our membership and 

community for years to come. 

Thank you to all of our volunteers and supporters who help keep Sokol Ennis strong. 

Submitted by David F. Slovák – Property Chairman 

Thank You 



2026 Ways & Means Initiatives 
Did you know Sokol’s Ways & Means committee is dedicated to bringing programming that supports 
Sokol and its mission? This year, we are looking to do even more with the support of our members and 
local businesses! 

We’re investing in our members and renters’ experience with fundraisers to purchase new tables for 
the hall. Interested in donating to refresh tables? Reach out to fundraising@sokolennis.com.  

Monthly Czech Movie & Social is Thursday, June 4 in the Clubroom. Doors open 6pm. Accordion 
Music by David Slovak. Featured Film: “In the Name of the King” 7pm. For questions or comments: 
Victor Havel 817-714-8323 or Kyle Stuckly 817-925-1673, Ellis County Czech Heritage Society. 

Follow our Facebook page to track when 
events are happening! Your attendance at 
these events not only supports our efforts but 
are also a great time! 

Want to get involved in Sokol’s programming 
or have ideas to share? The Ways & Means 
Committee meets monthly on the second 
Monday. Our next meeting is Monday, June 8 
at 6 pm in the Dining Room. 
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Join us in the Sokol Clubroom 
on June 24 as Czechia takes on 
Mexico in the FIFA World Cup.  

The Clubroom opens at 5 PM 
and Match start is at 8 PM. 

Look for an event on our 
Facebook page for more details! 
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There are exciting, new things coming this fall to Sokol! 

Tuesday, October 6 – National Night Out  

A free event to bring the community together. Attendees will be invited to meet with local 
first responders and community officials with food and fun activities for kids! 

Saturday, November 7 – Monte Carlo 

A fall building benefit worth “gambling” on! A casino night fundraiser with food, drinks, 
raffle prizes and fun! Follow our Facebook event for more event details and ticket 

information coming soon! 

Interested in sponsoring? Sokol is looking for King, Queen and Winners Sponsors for this 
event! Contact Chelsea Reeves at 972-977-5793 or fundraising@sokolennis.com for more 

information! 

Save the Date! 
June, 2026 
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Membership Matters!  Sokol Ennis Monthly Members' Meeting

The next Sokol Ennis Monthly Members' Meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 17th, at 7:00 PM 

in the Dining Room. All members are encouraged to attend and participate in the business and 

future direction of our organization. 

The Clubroom will open at 5:00 PM prior to the meeting.

Sokol values your interest and welcomes your involvement. There are many opportunities for both 

youth and adult members to participate in the life of our organization. Volunteering as a family allows 

parents and children to work together while strengthening our programs and preserving the traditions 

of Sokol. We encourage families to become involved and volunteer together whenever possible.

Members are also encouraged to share feedback, suggestions, and ideas regarding Sokol's 

educational, physical, cultural, and social programs and activities. Your input helps shape the future of 

Sokol Ennis and ensures that our organization continues to meet the needs of our members and 

community.

Next month’s Members’ Meeting is scheduled for July 15th, 7pm. Members’ Meetings normally occur 
every 3rd Wednesday of the month.

Sokol Ennis is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit membership organization dedicated to promoting physical 

fitness, education, culture, community service, and family involvement.

Michelle Slovák – President

Laura Trojacek - Secretary

Email any ideas for fundraisers & social events to the Ways & Means Committee at 
fundraising@sokolennis.com  

Join Sokol Ennis Members Group on Facebook to get upcoming event notices & other info 

**********************************************************************************************

Upcoming Events 

Jun 4 
Jun 8 
Jun 15 
Jun 17 
Jun 24 
Jul 2 
Jul 13 
Jul 15 
Jul 20 
Aug 6 

Czech Heritage Society presents Czech Movie & Social 
Ways & Means Meeting  
Jam Session   
Monthly Members Meeting 
Czechia vs Mexico World Cup Watch Party 
Czech Heritage Society presents Czech Movie & Social 
Ways & Means Meeting  
Monthly Members Meeting 
Jam Session   
Czech Heritage Society presents Czech Movie & Social 

6 pm in Clubroom 
6 pm in Dining Room 
7 pm in Dining Room 
7 pm in Dining Room 
8 pm in Clubroom 
6 pm in Clubroom 
6 pm in Dining Room 
7 pm in Dining Room 
7 pm in Dining Room 
6 pm in Clubroom 

Jun 12-14 American Sokol National Convention Sokol Minnesota - St. Paul, MN

Jun 3  Sokol Southern District Meeting     7pm via ZOOM 



June, 2026 

14 

Czech Beseda Group 

The Czech Beseda group performed on Friday, May 22nd, at the Sokol Hall for the 60th National Polka 
Festival. This year we had five circles dancing to the music by the Moravanka Brass Band with vocals that 
was given to us as a CD by Danny Zapletal. 
The group is taught by Jimmy and Theresa Liska along with David and Diane Liska. 
The Sokol family has been gracious to us by letting us practice in their facility. 
If you are interested in joining, please call or text Diane Liska at 214-205-7610. 

1 JOSEF BETIK AND MISTY DVORAK 
 4  DAVID SLOVAK AND MICHELLE SLOVAK 
 3  JOHN SEFCIK AND RANNETTE WOODALL 
2 DANNY DVORAK AND DIANA DVORAK 

1 MARK KALUZA AND ASHLYN KALUZA 
4 PHILLIP BIELAMOWICZE AND LAURE KRAJCA 
3  KYLE STUCKLY AND JO ANN KALUZA 
2 MIKE LISKA AND NANNETTE LISKA 

1 AXTON WOODALL AND SARAH HONZA 
4 DOMINIC FERNANDES AND SOPHIE  FERNANDES 
3 PETER ZMOLIK AND BYRDIE WOODALL 
2 FRANCIS ZMOLIK AND REGINA ZMOLIK 

1 JIMMY LISKA AND THERESA LISKA 
4 BOBBY LISKA AND RENEE OBERLE 
3  JAKE HOLLAND AND JESSICA HOLLAND 
2  KARSON HAYGOOD AND KYLA JUPE 

1 DAVID HLAVENKA AND KELLI HLAVENKA 
 4  JOSEF GALETKA AND RACHEL ZMOLIK 
 3  JOE GALETKA AND RITA HOLLAND 
 2  ALLAN BARAK AND MARITA BARAK 
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June / July Birthdays 

JUNE JULY 

1 Cormier Alexandra 3 Gurley Amy 

6 Peters Sandy 4 Falkenbach James 

7 Holland Rita Jane 4 Blazek Donna 

8 Beebe Jean 7 Slovak David 

8 Breadon Lindsay 7 Ford Amanda 

8 Haskovec Kristine 8 Dlabaj Rose 

8 Pleiner Sammy 8 Palacios Alejandro 

8 Carrillo Raymond 9 Holland Jerry 

9 Kudrna Chaz 9 Howard Jennifer 

9 Leija Anna 9 Evans Julie 

9 Pleiner Libby 12 Sylvester Wayne 

11 Mullican Cliff 16 Toth Arthur 

13 Hamilton Stuart 16 McIntosh Max 

13 Slovak Rebecca 17 Chandler Retta 

15 Andrle Paula 17 Moucka-Krajca Elizabeth 

15 Livar Stephanie 17 Wilson Glen 

17 Cepak Rick 17 Dickerson Louise 

17 Jenkins Tyler 21 Mikula Andy 

18 Toth Robert 21 Schumacher John 

19 Morrison Jean M 21 Slovak Darren 

20 Anderson Warren 21 Sanders Vicki 

21 Trojacek Laura 22 Bouska Charles 

21 Young Vickie 22 Wester Jerry 

22 Stacks Cathy 25 Mercer Norma 

23 Pohlman Tiffney 25 Stone Angela 

23 Scasta Becky 26 Skinner Pam 

24 Mays Sheila 27 Largent Josh 

24 Nino Izamar 28 Jurcik Charles 

24 Voris Pamela 28 Patak James 

25 Hollingsworth Cassie 29 Reyes Sandro 

26 Robinson Angela 30 
Peters 

Leonard 
(Pete) 

26 Valek Vickie 30 Trojacek Benny 

28 Hickman Kari 30 Zmolik Lawrence 

29 Davis Cindy 31 Allen Brad 

29 Hardy Kandice 
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