Subject: Support Request for HB 1464 – Linemen First Responder Recognition
Dear Representative [Last Name],
I wanted to reach out regarding an important matter that I believe deserves your personal attention. Representative Powers is bringing forward HB 1464, which proposes an amendment to TCA 7-51-210. This amendment would allow the widows of fallen electrical linemen to receive survivor benefits similar to those provided to the families of recognized first responders.
Under Tennessee’s definition, a first responder includes law enforcement officers, firefighters, emergency services personnel, and others who respond to 911 dispatch calls for emergency assistance. Many of these emergencies — including vehicle accidents, structure fires, severe storms (such as the Ice Storm Fern), and natural disasters — involve dangerous electrical hazards, such as downed power lines. Because of this, electrical linemen are frequently among the first professionals contacted to secure the scene so other responders can safely do their jobs.
Law enforcement, firefighters, EMS personnel, and rescue teams consistently emphasize that they cannot safely enter many emergency scenes until electrical hazards are addressed. Electricity is an odorless, colorless, and silent danger that requires specialized expertise to make safe. Linemen play a critical role in protecting both the public and fellow first responders, yet their families often do not receive comparable recognition or survivor benefits when tragedy occurs.
This legislation is not about recognition or notoriety — it is about ensuring that the families of those who serve in these dangerous conditions are properly supported if the unthinkable happens. Their role is essential to public safety, and this amendment would provide meaningful protection to the families who sacrifice alongside them.
As your constituent, I respectfully ask for your consideration in supporting HB 1464 through co-sponsorship and advocacy. Your voice carries significant influence, and your support would help ensure these families receive the recognition and support they deserve.
Thank you sincerely for your time, your service, and your thoughtful consideration of this important issue. Please let me know if I can provide additional information or perspective.


Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[City/District if helpful]
[Optional: Title]
[Contact Info]

