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BYLAWS OF THE AMERICAN TEESWATER SHEEP ASSOCIATION 

                                           Ratified 30 March 2026 

ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of this organiza�on shall be the American Teeswater Sheep Associa�on 

(ATSA).

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE

The American Teeswater Sheep Associa�on is a nonpro�t organiza�on. The purpose of the ATSA is:

A. To engage in the establishment, promo�on, preserva�on, and development of 

American Teeswater sheep

B. To establish and maintain high standards and promote the high quality of the Teeswater sheep.

C. To keep records of all sheep registered by the Associa�on, issue o/cial papers and perform 

all func�ons connected with the registra�on of Teeswater sheep. Such records shall be 

permanent in character and at the disposi�on of the members of the Associa�on.

D. The Associa�on shall receive and disburse the �nances of the organiza�on.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1. Rights and Privileges of Membership

Membership in the Associa�on is a privilege and not a right. Ac�ve members mee�ng the general 

quali�ca�on requirements are en�tled to a1end, speak, and vote at the membership mee�ngs of the 

Associa�on. In addi�on, members in good standing shall be kept informed of the Associa�on's 

ac�vi�es, shall be no��ed of all membership mee�ngs, shall have access to annual reports, 4ock books 

and copies of the Bylaws.

SECTION 2. General Membership

Any person, family or corpora�on interested in the promo�on of Teeswater Sheep may become a 

member of the ATSA. Annual membership shall begin January 1st and expire on December 31st of 

each year. A grace period of 30 days will be in e7ect, allowing such �me for members to send in 

membership dues.

SECTION 3. Ac.ve Membership

Ac�ve memberships run from January 1 through December 31 of each year. Ac�ve membership may be 

given to any individual, family, partnership, corpora�on, associa�on or other en�ty, but will carry only 

one vote per membership. (See Sec�on 7)

Ac�ve members in good standing shall be eligible to vote, to par�cipate in Associa�on elec�ons and to 

hold elec�ve o/ce.  They shall: (con�nued)
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A. Have paid ATSA Ac�ve member dues for the current year.

B. Have no outstanding �nancial obliga�on to the Associa�on more than sixty (60) days past due.

C. Have registered sheep with the ATSA within the past two calendar years (Jan 1 through Dec 31).

D. Not par�cipate in the management of other associa�ons or enterprises to be determined by 

the Board to present a direct con4ict of interest with the ATSA.

SECTION 4. Junior/Associate Memberships and other special memberships

The Board of Directors shall have the authority to establish a separate membership class for 

junior/associate members or other special categories with such limita�ons and quali�ca�ons as the 

Board shall establish. Junior/associate members shall have no vo�ng rights.

SECTION 5. Honorary Membership:

HONORARY MEMBER: Any person having made outstanding contribu�ons to the establishment of the 

Teeswater breed in North America, upon nomina�on and elec�on by the Board, may become an 

honorary member. As such they shall not be en�tled to the privileges and responsibili�es of ac�ve 

members including the holding of elec�ve o/ce and the privilege of vote.

SECTION 6. Members That Are Not Individual

Any submi1ed membership that is a partnership, corpora�on, associa�on, or other en�ty (i.e. not an 

individual person) shall designate in wri�ng to the Associa�on the name of the individual who is 

authorized to sign and vote on behalf of the en�ty. Each en�ty will carry one vote.

SECTION 7. Vo.ng Rights

Ac�ve members of the Associa�on in good standing (See SECTION 2 above)shall be en�tled to one 

vote on each ma1er submi1ed to a vote of membership. A member may vote either in person or by 

proxy appointed in wri�ng by the member or his duly authorized a1orney-in-fact. No proxy shall be 

valid for any vo�ng issue or period except that which it was speci�cally designated in the proxy. In no 

case shall a proxy be valid for more than 30 days.

SECTION 8. Membership Dues and Service Fees

The Board of Directors will determine the amount of annual membership dues and fees for services 

that shall be payable to the Associa�on. The Board of Directors may also establish the �me or �mes at 

which membership dues and service fees are due and payable, and procedures for dealing with 

members and others in default of payment. If a person is in default in the payment of annual 

membership dues or service fees, the Associa�on may refuse to register any sheep for that person 

un�l due and owing membership dues and service fees are paid in full.
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ARTICLE IV - MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1. Annual Membership Mee.ng.

An annual mee�ng of the membership shall be held at such �me as the Board of Directors may 

designate. All members are encouraged to a1end and will be no��ed in advance.

A. Purpose: The Annual Membership Mee�ng is held for the purpose of announcing the elec�on 

results of Board members, for hearing the report of o/cers of the Board, for the considera�on 

of bylaws changes, and for the transac�on of any other business or concerns which may 

properly come before membership.

SECTION 2. Quorum

A quorum at any mee�ng of the membership shall consist of a simple majority of not less than �Ay-one

(51) percent of members in good standing present, in person or by proxy. Every decision of such 

quorum shall be valid as a corporate act, except in those speci�c instances in which a larger vote is 

required by law or by these Bylaws.

SECTION 3. No.ce

No�ce of the �me of mee�ngs shall be furnished to all board members and all associa�on members. 

This no�ce shall be given at least 7 days prior to the mee�ng. A copy of the agenda shall be emailed 

prior to the mee�ng.

SECTION 4. Mee.ng Procedures

All mee�ngs of the membership shall be conducted according to parliamentary procedures as set 

forth in the latest revision of Robert’s Rules of Order except in those speci�c instances in which 

alternate procedures are detailed by the law or by the Associa�on procedures or Bylaws.

SECTION 5. Special Mee.ngs

Special mee�ngs of the members may be held at any �me for any purpose or purposes at such 

designated place. Special mee�ngs may be called by the President or by the Board of Directors or by 

25 percent (%) of the membership. The person calling a special mee�ng shall designate the date, �me 

and place of such a mee�ng and shall give no�ce at least 7 days prior.

ARTICLE V - DIRECTORS

SECTION 1. Authority

A Board of Directors shall manage the property and a7airs of the Associa�on. The Board of Directors 

derives its powers and authority from the members. The Board of Directors shall have authority over all 

policy decisions.
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SECTION 2. Number and Quali;ca.ons

The Board of Directors shall consist of not less than �ve and not more than nine Ac�ve members of the 

Associa�on in good standing in accordance with Ar�cle III; the number shall be determined at the 

discre�on of the Board. All Ac�ve members are eligible to declare candidacy. The Board shall establish 

the method of elec�on and appropriate steps to ensure that all members are represented throughout 

the USA and Canada if possible.

SECTION 3. Term of O<ce

The term of o/ce of the Directors shall be three years. All posi�ons shall be subject to elec�on 

following comple�on of the term. If addi�onal candidates are not nominated for the posi�on, the 

incumbent may con�nue in o/ce un�l their successors are elected and take o/ce. Nothing contained 

herein shall preclude a member of the Board of Directors from succeeding himself or herself.

SECTION 4. Elec.on of Directors

A call for submissions for nomina�on will be sent to all members for any upcoming vacancies or 

elec�ons prior to the annual general membership mee�ng. An o/cial ballot containing the names 

and resumes of candidates shall be mailed or emailed to all members of the associa�on  prior to the 

annual general membership mee�ng. Director applicants receiving the most votes shall be deemed 

elected. In the event of a �e, the present directors will decide the outcome. The membership will be 

no��ed of the results of all elec�ons. Vo�ng may occur via email or at the annual general 

membership mee�ng.

SECTION 5. Vacancies

In the case of a vacancy on the Board of Directors, the Directors shall have the power to �ll such vacancy 

with the appointment of a member with the vacant seat to serve the unexpired term un�l the next 

annual mee�ng.

SECTION 6. Compensa.on

Directors shall not receive any stated compensa�on for their services but by resolu�on of the Board, 

reimbursement may be allowed for performing other du�es assigned by the Board.

SECTION 7. Mee.ng Procedures

All mee�ngs of the Board shall be conducted according to parliamentary procedures as set forth in the 

latest revision of Robert’s Rules of Order except in those speci�c instances in which alternate procedures are 

detailed by the law or by the Associa�on procedures or Bylaws. Members of the associa�on will be 

no��ed of all regular Board mee�ngs and may be given the opportunity to speak or make 

presenta�ons at the approval of the President. Members of the Board or of any commi1ee may 

par�cipate in a mee�ng of the Board or its commi1ees by means of conference telephone or other 

similar communica�ons equipment, provided there has been �ve days’ no�ce.
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SECTION 8. Annual Mee.ng of the Board of Directors

The annual mee�ng of the Board of Directors shall be held immediately following the annual mee�ng of 

the membership of the Associa�on or at such other loca�on and �me as designated by the Board of 

Directors.

SECTION 9. Regular Mee.ngs of the Board of Directors

Regular mee�ngs of the Board of Directors are held for the purpose of conduc�ng associa�on 

business. A mee�ng of the Board may be called by the President, or any three or more Directors by 

giving �ve days’ no�ce.

SECTION 10. Ac.on in Lieu of Mee.ng

Unless otherwise restricted by law, any ac�on requested that may be taken at a mee�ng of the 

Board may be taken without a mee�ng if consent in wri�ng or via email, seHng forth the ac�on shall 

be agreed to by all of the Directors en�tled to vote. Any such consent shall have the same e7ect as a 

unanimous vote and may be stated as such in any document describing the ac�on taken by the Board 

of Directors.

SECTION 11. Waiver of No.ce

Any individual no�ce provided or required to be given to the Directors may be waived in wri�ng or 

email by unanimous approval from the Directors each �me a waiver is sought.

SECTION 12. Quorum

At all mee�ngs of the Board of Directors, a simple majority of the Board shall cons�tute a quorum for  

the transac�on of business, and the act of a majority of the Directors present at any mee�ng at which  

there is a quorum, except as may be otherwise speci�cally provided by law or by these Bylaws or by the 

Ar�cles of Incorpora�on shall be the act of the Board of Directors.

SECTION 13. Resigna.on

Any Director may resign at any �me by giving wri1en no�ce thereof to the Board of Directors. 

Such resigna�on shall take e7ect at the �me speci�ed in the no�ce, and unless otherwise speci�ed 

therein, formal acceptance of such resigna�on is not necessary to make it e7ec�ve.

SECTION 14. Removal

Any Director may be removed by a vote of two-thirds of the Directors present in person or by proxy  

at any regular mee�ng or any special mee�ng called for that purpose. Prior to being removed, the  

o/cer will be given the opportunity to respond to any accusa�ons or shortcomings.
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ARTICLE VI – OFFICERS OF THE BOARD

SECTION 1. General Du.es of O<cers

The o/cers of the Associa�on shall consist of a President, a Vice-President, Secretary and a Treasurer. 

No o/ces may be held by the same person. To be eligible to serve as President, Vice President or 

Secretary the individual must have served on the Board the previous year, unless no quali�ed 

candidates are available, in which case any Board member may be elected. The Board may elect from 

�me to �me to delegate some of the du�es of one o/ce to another, however in the absence of such 

delega�on the following du�es shall be performed by each o/ce:

A. The PRESIDENT shall be the chief o/cer of the ATSA and shall perform the du�es of general 

supervision of the business and a7airs of the ATSA. (S)he shall preside at all mee�ngs of the 

Board, and of the membership. (S)he shall sign in the name of the corpora�on all documents 

or instruments which are necessary and proper to be executed during the corpora�on’s 

business. (S)he shall be an ex-o/cio par�cipant of all commi1ees appointed by the Board.

B. The VICE PRESIDENT shall, in the absence of or the incapacity of the President, act in the 

capacity of the PRESIDENT.

C. The SECRETARY is subject to the ul�mate will of the Board and in compliance with the 

provisions of the bylaws:

1. Shall record the proceedings of all board and membership mee�ngs. If a 

mee�ng goes into a closed session to deal with ma1ers of personnel, the 

secretary shall not take minutes except as shall be ordered by the Board.

2. Shall ensure that the members of the board receive a copy of the minutes 

within 30 days of the mee�ng.

3. Shall be responsible for maintaining all o/cial documents, minute books and 

such other ma1ers entrusted to the secretary's keeping.

4. See that all such documents are kept under proper care and safe keeping.

5. Shall record and keep a permanent �le of any le1er ballots received from the 

general membership.

6. Shall perform such other ac�vi�es as may be set by the Board.

D. The TREASURER may be a member of the Board and shall be responsible for the �nancial 

administra�ve policies established by the Board and shall perform the du�es of supervision 

over the responsibility for the funds, securi�es, receipts, and disbursements of the 

associa�on. The treasurer is responsible for bringing any ques�onable expenditure to the 

a1en�on of the Board in a �mely manner and shall see that a �mely record of the �nancial 

ac�vity of the ATSA be properly preserved. (S)he shall be empowered (without regard to the 

will of the Board or the members) to require from any director, o/cer, sta7 worker, or 

associate of the ATSA any �nancial documents, reports, statements giving such true 

informa�on as may be desired with respect to all �nancial transac�ons of or with the 
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associa�on.

SECTION 2. Elec.on of O<cers

O/cers of the Board shall be elected annually, from the members of the Board of Directors,

by the Board of Directors, at the Annual Board mee�ng immediately following the annual mee�ng of the 

members. The newly elected execu�ves shall take o/ce immediately upon this elec�on. The Treasurer 

may be a member of the Board, or a dually authorized agent designated by the Board.

SECTION 3. Term of O<ce

Each o/cer of the Associa�on shall hold o/ce for a term of one year or un�l a successor is selected 

unless the o/cer is removed or resigns before such �me. Nothing contained in these Bylaws shall 

preclude an o/cer from succeeding himself/herself, except that no person shall hold the o/ce of the 

President for more than three consecu�ve terms.

SECTION 4. Compensa.on

Reimbursement for the expenses, if any, of the President or Vice-President in a1ending mee�ngs or 

carrying out responsibili�es designated by the Board of Directors shall be �xed by the Board of Directors. 

Compensa�on for the sta7 and expenses for carrying out o/cial responsibili�es shall be �xed by the 

Board of Directors.

SECTION 5. Removal

Any o/cer shall be removed, with cause, by the vote of two-thirds of the Directors present in person 

or by proxy at any regular mee�ng or any special mee�ng called for that purpose at which a quorum 

is present and at least ten days previous wri1en no�ce was provided and the o/cer is o7ered the 

opportunity to respond to any accusa�ons.

SECTION 6. Resigna.on

Any o/cer may resign at any �me by giving wri1en no�ce of such a resigna�on to the Board of Directors.

SECTION 7. Vacancies

Vacancies of any o/ce shall be �lled by the Board of Directors. Any person appointed to �ll such 

vacancy shall serve at the pleasure of the Board for the un-expired term of the predecessor or un�l 

the successor is elected and commences the term of o/ce.
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SECTION 8. Delega.on of Du.es

If any o/cer is absent, or unable to act, or for any other reason the Board may deem su/cient, the 

Board may delegate, for the �me begin, some or all of the func�ons, du�es, powers and responsibili�es 

of any o/cer to any other o/cer, agent, or employee of the Associa�on or other responsible person, 

provided a majority of the whole Board concurs therein.

The Registrar shall be appointed by the Board of Directors and subject to review by that same group. The 

Registrar shall act as registrant for all ATSA animals, registra�ons and transfers. The Registrar shall 

provide to the Board all registra�ons and transac�ons.

SECTION 10. Appointment of Other O<cers and Agents

The Board of Directors may also appoint, from �me to �me, such other o/cers, agents and a1orneys- 

in- fact as it may deem necessary or advisable. All appointed o/cers, agents, and a1orneys-in-fact shall 

hold their respec�ve posi�ons at the pleasure of the Board or for such terms as the Board may 

specify, and they shall exercise such powers and perform such du�es as shall be determined from �me 

to �me by the Board of Directors or by an elected o/cer empowered by the Board to make such 

determina�on.

ARTICLE VII - COMMITTEES

SECTION 1. Execu.ve Commi?ee

The Execu�ve Commi1ee shall consist of the President, the Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer, The 

Execu�ve Commi1ee shall, when the Board is not in session, supervise and direct the a7airs of the 

Associa�on under policies established by the Board, repor�ng to the Board for its ra��ca�on of the 

Committee’s action.

SECTION 2. Other Commi?ees

The Board of Directors may, from �me to �me, establish and/or dissolve such other commi1ees as 

it deems necessary or appropriate, with such powers and authority as the Board shall designate. The 

members of each commi1ee, other than the Execu�ve Commi1ee, shall be appointed by the 

President with the approval of the Board of Directors. A majority of any commi1ee shall cons�tute a 

quorum for the transac�on of business at any mee�ng of that commi1ee. Each commi1ee shall 

meet at such �mes as may be designated by the President of the Board of Directors.

SECTION 3. Place or Method of Mee.ngs

Mee�ngs of commi1ees may be held at any place as determined by the chairman of that commi1ee. A 

conference call would be preferred.
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ARTICLE VII - TERMINATION OR CURTAILMENT OF MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1. Expulsion and Censure of Members

The ATSA may censure any member of this Associa�on who:

A. violates the Ar�cles of Incorpora�on, Bylaws or Rules of Registry of the Associa�on

B. shall deceive or wrong the Associa�on, a member thereof, or another person with respect 

to Teeswater sheep

C. whose prac�ces in the breeding of Teeswater sheep are such as to impair the reliability of 

the records of the Associa�on; may be censured, suspended or expelled by the Board of 

Directors aAer no�ce and a hearing as hereinaAer provided.

The Board of Directors shall have the power to de�ne what cons�tutes such fraudulent and unethical 

prac�ces. The Board of Directors has the power to censure, suspend and/or expel any member aAer 

the results of a hearing. see ar�cle VII Sec�on 2 and 3

SECTION 2. Charges Against Members

Upon a wri1en complaint re4ec�ng adversely upon the conduct of a member being presented to the 

Associa�on, the President shall form a direct the Disciplinary Ac�on Commi1ee to cause the same to be 

inves�gated. Members shall cooperate fully with the Associa�on in any inves�ga�on. The Disciplinary 

Ac�on Commi1ee shall report the results of their informa�on gathering to the Board. A vote will be 

taken whether to proceed with a hearing.

SECTION 3. Hearings

No�ce of hearings will be made by cer��ed or registered mail not less than 30 days prior to the date 

set for the hearing. The no�ce will contain a statement of the purpose and scope of the hearing and 

the ac�ons which the Board has the power to take as per Ar�cle VII Sec�on 1.

ARTICLE VIII - GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1. Fiscal Year

The �scal year of the Associa�on shall be such as may be designated from �me to �me by the Board 

of Directors. In the absence of ac�on by the Board of Directors, the �scal year of the Associa�on will  

be from January 1 through December 31 of the calendar year.
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SECTION 2. Financial Controls

Funds of the Associa�on shall be handled and expended in keeping with accepted budget and accoun�ng 

prac�ces under policies established by the Board of Directors. Funds kept in deposit accounts will be 

monitored at regular intervals to ensure that reasonable returns are achieved on investments. All 

moneys, securi�es, and other valuables of the ATSA shall be deposited in the name of the American 

Teeswater Sheep Associa�on in such banks, trust companies, or safe deposit boxes as the Board of 

Directors shall designate, and shall be withdrawn only by check or order signed by such person as 

designated by the Board.

All instruments of assignment, transfer, conveyance, release and contract requiring execu�on of 

the Board of Directors of the ATSA shall be signed by the authorized o/cer or agent designated 

by the Board. The President, or any other o/cer of the Board may accept any uncondi�onal and 

unrestricted bequests, devices, or dona�ons. No part of the net earnings of this corpora�on 

shall inure to the bene�t of any individual, and no part of the funds of this corpora�on shall 

a1empt to in4uence legisla�on, nor shall this corpora�on engage in any prohibited transac�on 

as de�ned by the Internal Revenue Code.

The  Board  of  Directors  may  require  that  the  yearly  audit  of  the  Associa�on  is  conducted  by  an  

independent auditor who is beyond the realm of the business a7airs of the ATSA. A copy of such audit  

shall be available to the members of the ATSA.

SECTION 3. Indemni;ca.on of Directors, O<cers and Agents

Each person who is or was a Director, o/cer or agent of the Associa�on or is or was serving at the 

request of the Associa�on as a Director, o/cer or agent or another corpora�on, partnership, joint 

venture, trust or other enterprise, shall be indemni�ed by the Associa�on as of right to the full extent 

permi1ed or authorized by the laws of the state in which the associa�on is incorporated. The 

indemni�ca�on provided by this Bylaw provision shall be indemni�ca�on against expenses, including 

a1orneys’ fees, judgments, �nes and amounts paid in se1lement actually and reasonably incurred by the 

person in connec�on with any ac�on, suit or proceeding if the person acted in good faith and in a 

manner the person reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interest of the 

Associa�on, and with respect to any criminal ac�on or proceeding, had no reasonable cause to believe 

the conduct was unlawful.

No person shall be liable to the Associa�on for any loss, damage, liability, or expense su7ered by it on 

account of any ac�on taken or omi1ed to be taken as a Director, o/cer or agent of the Associa�on or 

of any other corpora�on, partnership, joint venture, trust, or other enterprise, that the person serves 

as a Director, o/cer or agent at the request of the Associa�on, if the person exercising the same 

degree of care and skill as a prudent man would have exercised under the circumstances in the 

conduct of his own a7airs, or if the person took, or omi1ed to take such ac�on in reliance upon the 

advice of counsel for the Associa�on or for such other corpora�on, �rm, or other enterprise that the 

person had no reasonable grounds to disbelieve. The indemni�ca�on provided by this sec�on shall 

inure to the bene�t of the heirs, executors and administrators of such a person.
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SECTION 4. Records

The Associa�on shall keep accurate books and records of account and shall also keep minutes of the 

mee�ngs of its members, Board of Directors and each commi1ee having any of the authority of the  

Board of Directors.

SECTION 5. Seal

The Board of Directors shall adopt, and may alter at its pleasure, the corporate seal, which shall have 

inscribed thereon the name of the corpora�on and the words: American Teeswater Sheep Associa�on 

and the le1ers ATSA. The corporate seal may be used by causing it or a facsimile thereof to be 

impressed, a/xed, or reproduced in any manner.

SECTION 6. Bylaw Amendments

These Bylaws may from �me to �me be altered, amended or repealed, or new Bylaws may be adopted 

by a vote of two-thirds of the members in good standing who cast ballots on such ma1er; provided, 

the number of ballots cast would have been su/cient to cons�tute a quorum at a duly held mee�ng 

of the members. Proposed bylaw changes may be ini�ated by the Board or by pe��on to the board, 

signed by not less than 25% of the members of the Associa�on. Members must be given at least 30 

no��ca�on prior to any amendment votes.

SECTION 8. Limita.on of Duty

It shall not be the duty of this Associa�on to enforce any contract or agreement between buyers  

and sellers other than the furnishing of proper cer��cates of registry and transfer of ownership,  

or of the breeding records rela�ng to such sheep or their progeny.

ARTICLE IX - DISSOLUTION AND SUCCESSION

Upon dissolu�on of the American Teeswater Sheep Associa�on, the Board of Directors shall, aAer 

paying or making provision for the payment of all liabili�es of the associa�on, dispose of all assets of 

the associa�on exclusively for the purposes of the associa�on in such manner, or to such organiza�on 

or organiza�ons organized for charitable, educa�onal, or scien��c purposes as shall at the �me qualify 

as an exempt organiza�on under sec�on 501 (c) (3) or the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the 

corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue Law) as the Board of Directors 

shall determine
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ARTICLE XI - RULES OF REGISTRY AND UPGRADING GUIDELINES

The ATSA has established Rules of Registry and Upgrading Guidelines, contained herein. The Board 
may at its discre�on also ins�tute addi�onal policy.

The Board of Directors shall establish a Standard of Perfec�on which shall be accepted by the 
Associa�on as a general descrip�on and model for ATSA Teeswater sheep.

The American Teeswater Sheep Associa�on maintains permanent records of all registra�ons, transfers 
and transac�ons of animals. As of October 2020, the ATSA will only allow white animals into the 
registry in keeping with historic standards.

SECTION 1. General Rules of Registry

To be eligible for Registra�on with the ATSA, animals must meet the requirements set forth in the 
Rules of Registry. A completed Registra�on form, fee and all required documenta�on must be 
submi1ed to the Registrar. Each animal accepted, will be assigned a unique ATSA number and issued 
an o/cial Cer��cate of Registra�on.

The ATSA has formulated an upgrading process to establish the Teeswater breed in North America. Our 
Registry allows the establishment of ATSA Teeswater lines using Registered Founda�on animals and 
encourages consistent upgrading to improve the blood percentages of ATSA Teeswaters through 
successive genera�ons.

The ATSA encourages:

A. Improving the blood percentage and phenotype with each successive genera�on 
using: 

• Imported Semen
• Domes�c Semen
• Embryos
• Live Cover

B. Producing animals tes�ng RR at codon 171

C. Achieving the eventual goal of reaching ATSA Purebred Status

The ATSA will  consider gran�ng registra�ons to animals that have been previously registered 
with another Teeswater Associa�on and meet ATSA speci�ca�ons. The Board of Directors will 
set and periodically review policies for these transferred registra�ons.

SECTION 2. De;ni.ons

Ar.;cial  Insemina.on (AI):  The ATSA recognizes ar��cial  insemina�on (AI)  as a concep�on 
method. When filling out the registration form, indicate ‘AI’ in the ‘Type of Birth. Please refer to 
speci�c requirements for either domes�c or imported semen.

Breeder: The recorded owner of the dam at the �me she was bred is the breeder of the lamb 
produced by this breeding.

CF/White: CF/White (color factored/white) is simply a nota�on to help breeders track any history 
of color in a pedigree. White animals with a colored sire or dam or who have produced colored 
o7spring are given the nota�on CF/white. This does not a7ect their eligibility for Registra�on in 
any way.

The ATSA only allows registra�on of white animals.
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Donor Ewe: Ewe from which fer�lized embryos were collected.

Embryo Transplant: The ATSA recognizes the use of Embryo Transplant (ET). Lambs born from ET must 
meet the same registra�on requirements as all other applica�ons for registra�on. Please refer to 
speci�c requirements for either domes�c or imported embryos.

F1 (First Genera.on): (No longer in use aAer 2024. See Sec�on 5 below.) F1 is used to iden�fy �rst 
genera�on o7spring. They are the �rst in their line to be registered by the ATSA and must be a 
product of a Registered ATSA Founda�on ewe:

A. Sired via ar��cial insemina�on using approved 100% UK Teeswater semen

B. Sired by a Purebred Teeswater Ram

C. Sired by approved ATSA Founda�on sire.

Founda.on Ewes:  (De�ni�on for historical purposes only. Only in force with pre-approval by the Board). 
These are ewes that have met the ATSA guidelines, been approved from our list of qualifying breeds and 
issued an ATSA number and a Founda�on Ewe cer��cate (see Sec�on VII).
Approved Founda�on ewes are used to produce F1 progeny, star�ng a line of ATSA Teeswaters to be 
used in our upgrade program.

UK Green Tag Animals: The UK Teeswater Sheep Breeders Associa�on uses a Green Tag system for 
iden�fying animals registered in their associa�on and included in their Flock Book. This special green 
ear tag iden��es the registra�on number and serves as a cer��cate of registra�on with that 
associa�on. Some domes�c Teeswaters have been granted this status.

Owner: The current owner of the animal

Pre;x: For recording keeping, every member 4ock in the ATSA has a unique farm pre�x used to 
iden�fy their individual 4ock.

Registered: Animals who have submi1ed and been accepted and issued Registra�on papers from an 
organiza�on. Unless otherwise speci�ed this refers to ATSA Registered animals.

Transfers: The ATSA allows members to transfer ownership of ATSA Registered animals. Instruc�ons for 
transfer can be found on the back of each Original Cer��cate of Registra�on. Transfers must be 
submi1ed to the Registrar by the owner of record on �le with the Registrar.

SECTION 3. Procedure for Registered Animals

A. Color - As of October 2020, only white animals will be eligible for Registra�on in the ATSA. 
All exis�ng colored animals registered with the ATSA will be grandfathered and retain their 
status.

B. Iden.;ca.on - Each animal submi1ed for Registra�on must be permanently iden��ed 
by unique ear tag(s) or ta1oo.  If ear tags are used two ear tags are strongly suggested. 
The permanently iden�fying ear tag(s) submi1ed at the �me of registra�on must 
remain with that animal for the life of the animal.  No other iden�fying ear tag(s) will 
be recognized by the associa�on.

C. Eligibility - Member breeders may submit o7spring from the ma�ng of any ATSA Registered 
sire and dam. Completed Registra�on form, fee and suppor�ng documenta�on must be 
submi1ed. Animals must be less than 24 months of age and may include wethers. The 
ATSA will consider gran�ng registra�on to animals that have been previously registered with 
another Teeswater Associa�on and meet ATSA speci�ca�ons as per ATSA policies.
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D. Percentages – The ATSA assigns a blood percentage to each animal that represents the average 

amount of Teeswater gene�cs in that animal. To determine the percentage of a Registered animal, 

the percentage of the sire and dam are added together and divided by two. The percentage will be 

carried to the �rst decimal place and then truncated. The resul�ng �gure is the Teeswater blood 

percentage of the lamb.

Domes�c Rams must be 75% or higher before being eligible for Registra�on and must provide  
proof of tes�ng as QR or RR at codon 171. Domes�c ewes must be 46% or higher to be eligible 
for registra�on.

E. Codon at 171 - Breeders may submit tes�ng results at codon 171 for ewes and the 
informa�on will be entered into her record. When a proven registered RR ewe is bred to a 
registered RR ram, the resul�ng o7spring will be entered as RR and will not have to submit 
codon tes�ng. The BOD reserves the right to periodically audit this process by reques�ng 
codon tes�ng of any animal in the Registry.

All domes�c progeny of Registered QR rams must submit proof of tes�ng QR or RR at codon 
171 to be eligible for registra�on. No domes�c animals will be registered QQ at codon 171.

F. Founda.on Lines –  (No longer in force as of 2024.  Left for Historical purposes only.) A Founda�on line is 
a new line of ATSA Teeswaters that is created by the ma�ng of a Registered ATSA 
Founda�on ewe (see Sec�on VII), sired by either semen from ATSA approved 100% UK 
Teeswaters, an approved ATSA Founda�on sire or an ATSA Purebred ram.

Only female offspring from these F1 matings are eligible for Registration. Males must be 75% or 
higher to be registered. No F1 rams will be eligible for Registra�on

G. Imported Embryos – The ATSA accepts applica�ons for Registra�on from imported Teeswater 
embryos. The donor ewe and the sire of imported embryo’s must be white, show proof of 
registra�on in a Teeswater associa�on, supply a copy of their pedigree and meet all policy 
and tes�ng requirements set by the Board. Submissions will be reviewed and once approved 
the lambs born via ET from this ma�ng will be eligible to apply for Registra�on.

H. Imported Semen – The ATSA accepts applica�ons for the use of imported Teeswater semen 
via AI. The semen must be approved for use in the ATSA prior to any lambs being granted 
Registra�on. The collected animal must be white, show proof of registra�on in a Teeswater 
associa�on, supply a copy of their pedigree, and meet all policy and tes�ng requirements set 
by the Board. Submissions will be reviewed by the board and once approved the donor sires 
will be given an ATSA number and be entered into the ATSA registry.

I. Standard of Perfec.on – The ATSA has developed a Standard of Perfec�on to be used to help 
evaluate phenotype, set goals and criteria for producing superior, high-quality Teeswaters. 
This standard will be used when evalua�ng ATSA Teeswaters for approval of Founda�on 
rams and for Purebred status.

SECTION 4. Purebred Status

ATSA Purebred Teeswaters, both ewes and rams, have met or exceeded the high standards set by the 
ATSA. This is not an automa�c status. To be considered for Purebred status owners must submit 
applica�on, along with fee, any suppor�ng documenta�on and tes�ng as per ATSA policies.
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When the applica�on for recogni�on for ATSA Purebred Teeswater status has been reviewed and

approved, these animals will be granted 100% in calcula�ng pedigrees.

Rams that are granted Purebred status may be used with ATSA Founda�on ewes to begin new lines in years 

where the board exacts policy to allow such ma�ngs.  Please contact the Board about current policy.

Submi1ed animals are expected to be superior examples of the breed and meet and/or exceed ATSA  
Standard of Perfec�on. To be considered for Purebred status, animals must test RR at codon 171, and 
must meet at least one of the following 3 criteria:

A. ATSA Registered animals with �ve straight genera�ons of AI with semen from 100% registered 
Teeswaters may be submi1ed for considera�on for this status.

B. Outstanding animals that have achieved an ATSA Registered percentage of 96% or above 
may be submi1ed for considera�on for this status.

C. Imported Teeswater embryos. The donor ewe and the sire of imported embryo’s must 
be white, show proof of purebred registra�on in a Teeswater associa�on, supply a copy 
of their pedigree and meet all policy and gene�c tes�ng requirements set by the Board. 
Submissions will be reviewed and once approved the lambs born via ET from this ma�ng 
will be eligible to apply for Registra�on.

D. Domes�c Teeswater embryos. The donor ewe and sire of the embryo must be white and 
show proof of purebred status within the American Teeswater Sheep associa�on.  Such 
embryos are subject to all ATSA policy requirements & gene�c tes�ng requirements set 
by the Board.  Submissions will be reviewed and once approved the lambs born via ET 
from this ma�ng will be eligible to apply for Registra�on.

SECTION 5. 

Founda.on Rams & Ewes: The Board will set policy on the continued use of Foundation Rams and 

Foundation Ewes. Contact the Board for current policy.

A. Founda.on Rams

 The Board will set policy on the use of Founda.on Rams, which will take into considera.on the 

availability of gene.c diversity. To use a Founda.on Ram aHer 2024, please contact the Board of 

Directors for current policies.

The Board will set policy on requirements for ATSA Registered Founda�on Ram status. This 
status is meant to be granted to excep�onal ATSA rams who exhibit the best of the breed and 
are considered appropriate for star�ng new founda�on lines. Applica�ons including pictures, 
codon and DNA tes�ng must be submi1ed prior to considera�on for this status. The minimum 
blood % for rams to be considered for Founda�on status shall not be less than 92% and may be 
raised if the Board deems appropriate based on the availability of breeding stock.

B.   Founda.on Ewes

The Board will set policy on the use of Founda.on Ewes, which will take into considera.on the 

availability of gene.c diversity. To use a Founda.on Ewe aHer 2024, please contact the Board of 

Directors for current policies.

To be granted Founda�on Ewe status, the ewe must be white and submit proof of registra�on 
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with one of the associa�ons listed below. As of January 2020, all new applica�ons for 
Founda�ons ewe status must include RR tes�ng at codon 171. Any Founda�on ewes registered 
prior to 2020 will remain grandfathered.

Bluefaced 

Leicester:

Cotswold:

Leicester 

Longwool:

Lincoln: 

Wensleydale

Bluefaced Leicester Sheep 
Associa�on Bluefaced 
Leicester Union of North 
America Sheep Breeders 
Associa�on (Canada) 
Alberta Sheep Breeders 
Assoc. (Canada)

American Cotswold Record 
Associa�on Cotswold 
Breeders Associa�on
Sheep Breeders Associa�on (Canada)

Alberta Sheep Breeders Associa�on (Canada)

Leicester Longwool 

Sheep Breeders 

Sheep Breeders 

Associa�on (Canada)
Alberta Sheep Breeders Associa�on (Canada)

Na�onal Lincoln Sheep Breeders Associa�on

North American Wensleydale Sheep Associa�on

Approved Founda�on Ewes will be entered into our Registry and receive an ATSA number 

indica�ng their status. Owners will be issued a Founda�on Ewe Registra�on Cer�-cate that 

may be transferred to future owners by following the procedure for transfer.
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