UNION BAPTIST CHURCH
BIBLE STUDY – CHRISTIANITY 101
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2025
📖 What Is the Bible?
https://chatgpt.com/
The Bible is a collection of 66 books written by multiple authors over about 1,500 years, inspired by God (according to Christian belief). It's divided into two main parts:
📘 1. Old Testament (39 books)
· Language: Originally written mostly in Hebrew, with some Aramaic.
· Focus: God's relationship with the people of Israel, laws, history, poetry, and prophecies.
📂 Old Testament Breakdown:
	Section
	Books (Examples)
	Themes

	Law (Torah / Pentateuch)
	Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
	Creation, covenant, laws of Moses

	History
	Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Kings, Ezra, Nehemiah
	Conquest, kingdom of Israel, exile, return

	Poetry & Wisdom
	Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon
	Worship, wisdom, human experience

	Prophets – Major
	Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel
	Warnings, judgment, hope of restoration

	Prophets – Minor
	Hosea to Malachi (12 books)
	Messages to Israel/Judah and nations


📕 2. New Testament (27 books)
· Language: Written in Greek.
· Focus: Life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ; birth of the Church; Christian teaching.
📂 New Testament Breakdown:
	Section
	Books (Examples)
	Themes

	Gospels
	Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
	Life, ministry, death, resurrection of Jesus

	History
	Acts of the Apostles
	Birth and growth of the early Church

	Letters (Epistles)
	Romans through Jude (21 books)
	Christian doctrine, ethics, church guidance

	Prophecy
	Revelation
	End times, return of Christ, final judgment


🔑 Key Themes of the Bible
	Theme
	Summary

	Creation & Fall
	God creates the world; sin enters through Adam & Eve

	Covenant
	God makes promises to His people (Abraham, Israel, David)

	Redemption
	God's plan to save humanity, fulfilled in Jesus Christ

	Faith & Obedience
	Trusting and following God through all circumstances

	Kingdom of God
	God's rule, both spiritual and future physical kingdom

	Love & Grace
	God's mercy, forgiveness, and unconditional love

	Judgment & Hope
	God judges sin but offers hope and salvation


📌 Additional Notes
· The Bible is central to Judaism (Old Testament) and Christianity (Old & New Testaments).
· Different Christian traditions may include additional books (e.g., Apocrypha in Catholic and Orthodox Bibles).
· It's the most translated and distributed book in human history.
Thematic Guide: What the Bible Says About...
	Topic
	Summary

	Love
	God is love (1 John 4:8); Jesus calls us to love God and others (Matt. 22:37–39); love is patient, kind… (1 Cor. 13)

	Faith
	Trust in God is the foundation of righteousness (Heb. 11); Abraham believed God (Gen. 15:6)

	Grace
	We are saved by grace, not works (Eph. 2:8–9)

	Justice
	God defends the oppressed (Isa. 1:17); He requires justice, mercy, humility (Micah 6:8)

	Sin
	All have sinned (Rom. 3:23); sin separates us from God (Isa. 59:2)

	Salvation
	Found in Jesus alone (Acts 4:12); by grace through faith

	Holy Spirit
	Empowers believers (Acts 1:8); guides, comforts, convicts (John 14–16)

	Heaven & Hell
	Eternal life with God or eternal separation (Rev. 21–22; Matt. 25:46)

	The Church
	Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12); called to make disciples (Matt. 28:19–20)
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📕   2. New Testament (27 books)      Language:   Written in Greek.      Focus:   Life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ; birth of the Church; Christian teaching.   📂   New Testament Breakdown:  

Section  Books (Examples)  Themes  

Gospels  Matthew, Mark, Luke, John  Life, ministry, death, resurrection of Jesus  

History  Acts of the Apostles  Birth and growth of the early Church  

Letters  (Epistles)  Romans through Jude (21  books)  Christian doctrine, ethics, church guidance  

Prophecy  Revelation  End times, return of Christ, final judgment  

