THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 11™, 2026 | MASS PREP & SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PACKET

IN THIS PACKET:

Mass Readings

Short Reflection

Leadership Principles

Discussion Questions

Action Commitments

Closing Prayer

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | OCTOBER 11™, 2026 | MASS PREP & SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PACKET

“Men Helping Men Step Up and Become Better Spiritual Leaders ‘+"
by Following Christ and the Teachings of His Church.” CE[ anrs%‘ggilﬁfmqﬁ



MASS READINGS

First Reading — Isaiah 25:6-10a

On this mountain the LORD of hosts
will provide for all peoples

a feast of rich food and choice wines,
juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines.
On this mountain he will destroy

the veil that veils all peoples,

the web that is woven over all nations;
he will destroy death forever.

The Lord GOD will wipe away

the tears from every face;

the reproach of his people he will remove

from the whole earth; for the LORD has spoken.
On that day it will be said:

“Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us!
This is the LORD for whom we looked;

let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!”
For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain.

The Word of the Lord.
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MASS READINGS

Responsorial Psalm — Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b—4, 5, 6

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want.

In verdant pastures he gives me repose;

beside restful waters he leads me;

he refreshes my soul.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
He guides me in right paths

for his name's sake.

Even though | walk in the dark valley

| fear no evil; for you are at my side

with your rod and your staff

that give me courage.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
You spread the table before me

in the sight of my foes;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
Only goodness and kindness follow me

all the days of my life;

and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD

for years to come.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

Second Reading — Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20

Brothers and sisters:

| know how to live in humble circumstances;

| know also how to live with abundance.

In every circumstance and in all things

| have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry,
of living in abundance and of being in need.

| can do all things in him who strengthens me.

Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress.

My God will fully supply whatever you need,
in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.
To our God and Father, glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | OCTOBER 11™, 2026 | MASS PREP & SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PACKET

“Men Helping Men Step Up and Become Better Spiritual Leaders ‘+"
by Following Christ and the Teachings of His Church.” CH -Fﬂﬂ%‘ggg{##ﬁ



MASS READINGS

Gospel — Matthew 22:1-14

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people
in parables, saying,

"The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king

who gave a wedding feast for his son.

He dispatched his servants

to summon the invited guests to the feast,

but they refused to come.

A second time he sent other servants, saying,

"Tell those invited: "Behold, | have prepared my banquet,
my calves and fattened cattle are killed,

and everything is ready; come to the feast."

Some ignored the invitation and went away,

one to his farm, another to his business.

The rest laid hold of his servants,

mistreated them, and killed them.

The king was enraged and sent his troops,

destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.

Then he said to his servants, 'The feast is ready,

but those who were invited were not worthy to come.
Go out, therefore, into the main roads

and invite to the feast whomever you find.'

The servants went out into the streets

and gathered all they found, bad and good alike,

and the hall was filled with guests.

But when the king came in to meet the guests,

he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment.
The king said to him, 'My friend, how is it

that you came in here without a wedding garment?'
But he was reduced to silence.

Then the king said to his attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet,
and cast him into the darkness outside,

where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.’
Many are invited, but few are chosen."

The Gospel of the Lord.
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SHORT REFLECTION

These readings offer a powerful picture of God as both provider and inviter. Isaiah looks forward to the day
when God will destroy death and wipe away every tear, while Psalm 23 reminds us that the same God
walks beside us through both peaceful pastures and dark valleys. Paul takes that trust a step further: his
peace does not depend upon whether life is comfortable or difficult because his strength comes from Christ.
Faith does not promise that every circumstance will be easy; it gives us confidence that God remains present
through every circumstance.

The Gospel challenges us to consider how we respond to what God offers us. The banquet is prepared and
the invitation is given, yet some people are too distracted by their own priorities to accept it. We can easily
do the same—allowing work, possessions, routines, or other concerns to crowd out our relationship with
God. These readings call us not merely to recognize God's invitation but to respond to it with our lives,
trusting his provision, accepting his guidance, and becoming people prepared to participate fully in his

LEADERSHIP PRINCIPLES

1. Remain Steady in Every Circumstance
Paul learned how to live faithfully in both abundance and need. Inwardly sound leaders should not allow
changing circumstances to determine their character, attitude, or commitment.

2. Lead People Through the Valley

Psalm 23 shows us how to lead our families and others through the image of a shepherd who guides,
protects, and remains present during difficulty. We should strive not to disappear when circumstances
become challenging; instead, we should help others move through them.

3. Extend the Invitation
In the Gospel, the servants are eventually sent beyond the original guest list and into the streets. Leadership
should actively seek out, welcome, and create opportunities for others who might otherwise be overlooked.

4. Do Not Let Distractions Replace What Matters

The invited guests allow their farms, businesses, and daily concerns to keep them from the banquet.
Leaders must continually distinguish between what demands their attention and what truly deserves their
attention.

5. Draw Strength From Something Greater Than Yourself

Paul's confidence comes from Christ rather than his own ability. Christian leadership recognizes personal
limitations and relies upon God for the strength, wisdom, and perseverance necessary to serve others well.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.What does Psalm 23 teach us about trusting God when we are walking through an uncertain or
difficult time?

2.Paul says that he has learned to live with both abundance and need. How can we develop that
same sense of contentment in our own lives?

3.What responsibilities, distractions, or priorities sometimes prevent us from responding fully to
God's invitation?

4.Why do you think Jesus describes the Kingdom of Heaven as a wedding feast, and what does that
image tell us about God's desire for us?

5.Isaiah describes God wiping away tears and destroying death forever. How should this promise of
hope affect the way we approach suffering and difficulty today?
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ACTION COMMITMENTS

1. Choose the Banquet Over the Busyness
Set aside one unnecessary distraction this week—your phone, television, work, or another
commitment—and use that time intentionally for God or someone you love.

2. Receive Christ in the Eucharist Intentionally
At Mass this week, approach the Eucharist with greater awareness that God is personally inviting
you into communion with Him.

______ 3. Practice Contentment
Go one full day without complaining about something you lack, and instead intentionally
acknowledge the blessings God has already provided.

4. Be a Shepherd to Someone
Identify one person who may be walking through a difficult “valley” and intentionally encourage,
accompany, or serve them in a practical way this week.

5. Spend Time With Psalm 23
Read Psalm 23 slowly at least once this week, paying attention to which line speaks most directly
to where you are in life right now.

CLOSING PRAYER

Lord, thank You for inviting us into Your presence and remaining beside us through every
season of life. Give us the strength to trust You in abundance and in need, the wisdom to
recognize what truly matters, and the courage to respond faithfully to Your invitation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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