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NOTRE DAME PARISH 
Palm Sunday 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
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Two processions entered 
Jerusalem on a spring day in 
the year 30: One was 
a peasant procession, the 
other an imperial procession. 
From the east, Jesus rode a 
donkey down the Mount of 
Olives, cheered by his 
followers. Jesus was from the 
peasant village of Nazareth, 
his message was about the 
kingdom of God, and his 
followers came from the 
peasant class. On the 
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opposite side of the city, 
from the west, Pontius Pilate, 
the Roman governor of 
Idumea, Judea and Samaria, 
entered Jerusalem at the 
head of a column of imperial 
cavalry and soldiers. Jesus’s 
procession proclaimed the 
kingdom of God; Pilate’s 
proclaimed the power of 
empire. The two processions 
embody the central conflict 
of the week that led to Jesus’ 
crucifixion. 
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• For a grace-filled celebration of Holy Week 
and Easter in the universal Church 

• For victims of tornados, for protection during 
this season of changing weather 

• For ongoing vaccinations and the achievement 
of herd immunity 
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• For countries beset by dictatorships, famine, 
religious discrimination, and poverty 

• For catechumens preparing for baptism; for 
those being received into the Church 

• For the reuniting of families long-separated 
• For the sick and the dying among us 

Oremus—Let Us Pray 

mass intentions 

 

Saturday, March 27 @ 4PM 
Frank Parkerson 

 
Sunday, March 28 @ 9:30AM 

Mary Lou Linnen 
Helen Campbell 

 
Monday, March 29 @ 8AM 

Philip Schreiber 
 

Tuesday, March 30 @ 8AM 
Gloria Godfrey 

 
Wednesday, March 31 @ 8:30AM 

Mary Ann Merrion 
 

Thursday, April 1, Holy Thursday 
7PM, Beverlee Battle 

 
Friday, April 2, Good Friday 

3PM Service 
 
Saturday, April 3, Easter Vigil  

7:30PM, Jack & Joe Murphy 
Angela Kasuba 

 
Easter Sunday, April 4 @ 9:30AM 

Cyplik Anniversary 
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Monasteries in the 
Benedictine tradition have a 
periodic penitential custom 
known as a Chapter of Faults. At 
various times of the year, but 
especially on Good Friday, the 
members of the community 
gather on their knees and 
publicly acknowledge venial sins 
and bad habits that betray their 
vocation, injure the community, 
and reveal their human 
weaknesses. 

The fault(s) is announced 
aloud by the individual monk, 
and concludes with a formula 
that seeks the forgiveness and 
prayers of the community for his 
transgression. For example, “I 
acknowledge to you, my 
brothers, that I routinely arrive 
late for the hours of prayer,” or 
“I have wasted the goods of the  
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monastery,” or “I have gossiped 
about my confreres.” 

No one is compelled to voice 
a fault; repentance must always 
be free. Also, there is no 
tradition in the Benedictines of 
publicly “accusing” or calling 
out another member on his 
faults. We are responsible only 
for our own. 

In accord with this practice, I 
want to use this holy season to 
acknowledge to you, my faults 
as your pastor. Some of them 
you know and have witnessed; 
some of them you know, and I 
don’t know. Some of them I 
know, and you don’t know! 

Dear parishioners, forgive 
me...for the times I’ve lost my 
temper at parish meetings and 
made harsh judgments...for 
avoiding those who have 
offended me...for laziness at 

Mea Maxima Culpa 
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Just a little more than a year ago, the great 
powers of the world were confident. America, the 
#1 economy in the world, was in the midst of one of 
the longest “bull markets” in recent history. China, 
the #2 economic power, was flexing its military and 
economic muscle. Europe was getting ready for 
another high tourist season in Spring and Summer. 

But then a tiny microbe came along and changed 
all this.  Political leaders, business leaders, 
scientists, were all caught unprepared and 
confounded. Many people grew ill and 
died. Economies went into a tailspin. It was like 
being out at sea, caught off-guard by a violent 
storm.  

So what are we to learn from this crisis and how 

Palm Sunday, Covid-19, and Humility 

Continued on page 3 
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times in performing my 
ministry...for taking the good work 
of my parish colleagues, teachers, 
and administrators for granted...for 
being remiss in expressing thank-
yous and appreciation...for these 
and other failings, I pray that through 
the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, I 
may be forgiven. 

Father Keith 
 
    

Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio is a 
professor of theology, father of five, and 
popular speaker. This article is from 
crossroadsinitiative.com    
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are we to make our way out of it? Perhaps the 
Lenten season, the setting for this drama, provides 
some clues to answering this riddle. 

Palm Sunday marks the transition from Lent into 
Holy Week. We do well to recall that Lent begins 
with ashes and the phrase “remember man that you 
are dust and unto dust you shall return.” Then we 
come to Palm Sunday. The anointed king of David 
enters the royal city. Yet he chooses for his vehicle a 
common beast of burden. 

Keep in mind that when a conquering hero of the 
ancient world rode into town in triumph, it was 
normally in a regal chariot or on the back of a 
stately stallion. Legions of soldiers accompanied 
him in the victory procession. Triumphal arches, 
festooned with relief sculptures, were often erected 
to immortalize his valiant victory.After driving out 
demons, healing the sick, and raising the dead, it 
was time for the King of Kings to enter the Holy 
City. But to do so, he rode not on the back of a 
warhorse, but a donkey. His companions 
accompanied him brandishing not swords, but palm 
branches. The monument to his victory, erected a 
week later, was not an arch, but a crucifix. 

His earthly beginning was frightfully humble. 
And his earthly end would be no different. The 
wood of the manger prefigured the wood of the 
cross. 

From beginning to end, the details are 
humiliating. No room in the inn. Born amidst the 
stench of a stable. Hunted by Herod’s henchmen. 
Growing up in a far-flung province of the Roman 
Empire—Galilee, the land where the country accent 
is so thick, you can cut it with a knife. How was it 
that the high priest’s servant-girl knew Peter was a 
disciple of Jesus? His hillbilly accent gave him away 
(Matthew 26:73). Jesus’ disciples were not cultured, 
learned men of ability. They were drawn from the 
low-life of a backwater region. 

When one of his closest companions offered to 
betray him, he did not require millions. Jesus’ worth 
was reckoned to be no more than the Old Testament 
“book value” for a slave—thirty pieces of silver (Ex 
21:32). 

When he was finally handed over to the Romans, 
he was not given the punishment meted out to 
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Roman citizens. Beheading was the quick, dignified 
way to execute someone of any standing. Instead 
Jesus was given punishments reserved only for 
slaves and rebellious members of subjugated 
peoples—flagellation and crucifixion. These two 
penalties were not just about the pain, but about the 
humiliation. In first century Judea, men and women 
typically covered themselves from head to toe, even 
in the scorching heat. A crucified man was stripped 
naked and put on display for all to see. 

But this is not primarily a story of violence and 
humiliation. The events of Holy Week are much 
more about love and humility. 

That’s why last week we read the powerful 
words of Paul’s letter from the Philippians (2:6-11). 
Though the Divine Word was God, dwelling in the 
serene heights of heavenly glory, he freely plunged 
to the depths of human misery, joining himself to 
our frail nature, entering into our turbulent world. 
As if this act of humility were not enough, he 
further humbled himself, accepting the status of a 
slave. His act of stooping down to wash the feet of 
his disciples (Jn 13) was a parable of his whole 
human existence, for this act was regarded as so 
undignified that not even Israelite slaves could be 
compelled to do it. 

But that’s just it. Jesus was not compelled to do it. 
He willingly lowered himself in his birth, in his 
ministry, in his death. No one took his life from him. 
He freely laid down his own life (Jn 10:18). Others 
did not have the chance to humble him; he humbled 
himself.  

It had to be so. The Second Adam had to undo 
the damage caused by the first. What was the sin of 
our first parents? They disobeyed because they 
wanted to know what God knew, to be like God, to 
exalt themselves over God (Gen 3). They were bitten 
by the Serpent, and injected with the deadly venom 
of Pride. The antidote, the anti-venom could only be 
humility. The foot-washing, donkey-riding New 
Adam would crush the head of the deadly serpent 
by means of loving, humble obedience. 

The first-born of many brothers lowered himself 
to the dust from which the First Adam has been 
made–indeed humility comes from the word 
“humus.” But God responded to his humility by 
exalting him far above Caesars, kings, and even 
Hollywood stars. And he invites us to share his 
glory with him. But first we must walk on his road 

Continued from page 2, PALM SUNDAY 
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to glory, the royal road of the 
cross. 

At the time of Jesus, 
Jerusalem was impressed with 
its own beauty.  The Temple, 
remodeled by Herod the Great, 
gleamed with splendor and 
was the pride of the 
people.  Jerusalem was 
confident in itself, and saw a 
path to victory through 
violence and worldly power. 
Jesus, in contrast, came in 
humility, with a call to 
salvation through humble 
repentance.  He called God’s 
people to recognize that they 
were not sufficient to save 
themselves, that they needed a 
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savior, and that God has sent 
them one, as a free, undeserved 
gift as from a loving Father. 

In his Urbi Et Orbi message, 
Pope Francis “exposes our 
vulnerability and uncovers 
those false and 
superfluous  certainties around 
which we have constructed our 
daily schedules, our project, 
our habits and priorities. It 
shows us how we have 
allowed to become dull and 
feeble the very things that 
nourish, sustain and 
strengthen our lives and our 
communities.” 

Of course we ought to seek 
prudently to minimize the 

holy week & Paschal triduum 
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March 28, palm Sunday of the 
lord’s passion 

Distribution and Blessing of Palms 

 Saturday, 4PM 
 Sunday, 9:30AM 
 
Monday of holy week 
 Mass, 8AM 
 
Tuesday of holy Week 
 Mass, 8AM 
 
“Spy” Wednesday of holy week 
 All School Mass, 8:30AM 
 
holy Thursday 
 No Morning Mass 
 
 Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7PM 
  No washing of feet 
  No Adoration in chapel 
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good Friday 
 Afternoon Service, 3PM 
 
 
easter vigil 
 Blessing of Fire, 7:30PM 
 The Easter Proclamation 
 Readings 
 Great Alleluia 
 Blessing of Baptismal Water 
 Renewal of Baptismal Promises 
 Eucharist 
  
easter day 
 Mass 
 Renewal of Baptismal Promises 
 
 
Because of COVID-19, each household will 
receive a sanitized container of holy water 
blessed at the Easter Vigil. 
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damage of the coronavirus 
storm to lives and livelihood. 
But if we simply try to work 
our way out of it through our 
own cleverness, we will have 
failed to learn the lesson of 
Palm Sunday. The path to 
salvation is not one of self-
assertion, of relying on our 
own greatness, but instead, 
through acknowledging our 
absolute dependence upon 
God.  The Palm Sunday road of 
humility and obedience is 
ultimately the only way out of 
the humiliation caused by the 
tiny microbe that has brought 
the world to its knees. 

 
 


