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Greetings First Methodist Stanton Family! 

Dynamite Prayer

 This month the congregation is invited to join together in reading the daily devotional Dynamite Prayer.  There are 28 daily 

devotional readings. It is my hope that you will join me in this.  If you haven’t been able to pick up a book yet, that’s alright, I 

encourage you to start the daily devotional adventure when you are able to get one.  We have a few copies left at the church.

 The daily devotional is written to help guide us into a deeper and more powerful life of prayer and connection with God through 

recognizing the amazing power He works in us through the Holy Spirit.

(Continue pg.3)
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Ash Wednesday and Lent

 The season of  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday.  We will gather for worship on February 18th at 6:00pm for our Ash Wednesday 

service.  Below is a great explanation of  Lent shared by Patricia S. Taylor on www.seedbed.com.

Why do people make an extra trip to church so they can get ashes smeared on their foreheads? The ashes are meant to symbolize both our 

mortality and our sin. The ashes we wear on Ash Wednesday are traditionally made from the same palm branches we waved on Palm

Sunday, in praise of the King of  Kings riding into Jerusalem. They are the symbol of  our praise turned to ashes in the face of  our sin. 

We wear the ashes on our foreheads (or hands) to remind us first that we are but dust, and that it is the weight of  our own sin and 

mortality that makes redemption necessary. Marking them in the shape of  the cross reminds us not only of the penalty of that sin, but 

also how far the love of God will reach in order to save us. It reminds us that God remembers we are but dust, and that He ha s mercy on 

us despite the ravages of  our own sin. There is no place our sin can take us where God’s love will not go farther still to reach us. 

The reason all of  this is so important is that seeing ourselves rightly is absolutely essential to our faith formation. None of this 

remembrance, when instituted properly, should have its end in guilt or shame. The intended result is conviction rather than 

condemnation. The purpose is not to make us feel like terrible people, but to turn our hearts to God by helping us feel our desperate need 

for his grace and the love with which He freely gives it.

Not only does this help us in our relationship with God, but it also helps us in our relationships with others. When I do not see myself  

rightly, it is impossible for me to truly see others rightly. However, if  I am keenly aware of  my need for undeserved grace, it makes it much 

more difficult for me to harbor condemnation against another. The only thing that enables me to pray on someone’s behalf, “Lord, have 

mercy” is the full knowledge that I don’t deserve mercy any more than anyone else. Even so, God has mercy on us.

God Bless,

Pastor Bobby

http://www.seedbed.com


WE MADE A CHANGE! 

• Welcome to Subsplash. FMC is 

now using this platform for 

online giving and Donor 

management. If  you currently 

donate online you will need to 

switch to our new platform. If  

you need assistance, we are here 

to help. 
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