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Worship Leader Guide

Thank you for signing up to lead worship at First Christian Church of Vallejo!

We value the diversity of voices that contribute to our worship. Your unique perspective
and experience are important to how we collectively experience the divine. You will get
to welcome people into the presence of God and guide them through our service.

Please allow this guide to help you prepare for your leadership. If you have any
questions, please reach out to Pastor Sara or an Elder.

Early in the week before your Worship Leader Sunday you will receive an email from
Pastor Sara with a ‘worship plan’ that includes the songs, scripture, and sermon title for
the coming Sunday. You can use the themes included there to help shape your parts.
You can also draw from current events, holidays or other life experiences. A copy of the
bulletin is usually emailed on the Thursday before worship.

Your Parts in Worship:

Welcome & Greeting

Warmly welcome the congregation to worship. If we have visitors, reference the
‘Welcome’ section of the bulletin and invite them to read it. You can ask the Zoom
attendant to name who is joining online. (If you offer a welcome to particular visitors,
please do not ask them to introduce themselves!) Invite the congregation to greet their
neighbors.

Call to Worship

This is a transition point meant to help people turn their minds and spirits to worship. It
sets a sacred tone and gathers people’s attention to praise and magnify God. You may
choose to prepare your own statement, use a scripture or poem to center people’s
thoughts, or use the responsive reading provided by the pastor in the Weekly Worship
Plan email. (If using the responsive reading, please let the Power Point person know to
include it in the slides.)

After inviting people to stand and sing the opening hymn you may return to your seat.

Scripture Reading

The scripture passage is included in the Worship Plan. You may introduce the scripture
by announcing the Book, Chapter and Verse (John 3:16 = The Book of John, chapter 3,
verse 16) and the translation used. Sometimes there is a scripture choir and several
voices bring the reading to life. Tips: read slowly, look up, practice out loud in advance.
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Gratitude & Giving

This reflection is focused on the spirit of giving and the ways we contribute to the church
in response to God’s generosity to us. We often think of this as a financial offering, but it
can also include the many other gifts we bring. Tell a story, share an experience, bear
witness to an important moment, give testimony of God’s generosity in your life. There
are many creative and meaningful ways to invite people to respond in gratitude.

We do not pass plates at this time. Instructions for giving financial contributions are in
the bulletin and do not need to be named as part of the meditation.

When your reflection is complete, ask the congregation to join you in saying a prayer of
gratitude: “We give thanks to God for the many blessings that allow us to live
generously.” (Text will be on the Power Point slide.)

Looking Ahead (Announcements)

This is exactly what it sounds like! You can begin by reading the upcoming events from
the screen or bulletin. Invite any others to come forward if they have news to share.
Once Pastor Sara comes forward with any last announcements you may be seated.
She will transition into the final parts of worship.



