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GLOBAL HOLIDAY FAIRE
- JON MEZZERA

On the day that this newsletter is published, we are exactly one week away from the 28th
Annual Global Holiday Faire! In this last week, there are still ways that you can help.
Volunteers are lined up, all the merchandise has been ordered, and donations have started
coming in. Remember that we will continue to take donations of crafts, gift baskets and re-
gifted items through our set up on Friday evening at 6:00 (12/5). We cannot take donations
during the Faire as everything is already taking up space on the tables, so please get us your
donations by Friday night. If you are planning on helping set up and want to partake in pizza,
and have not yet let Helen Mezzera know, please do so ASAP so we know how much pizza to
order. And please continue to help spread the word. Even if you’ve already invited everyone
you know, a reminder is always a good idea.

Another thing to keep in mind is that the Faire doesn’t end on the 6th. Our virtual marketplace
on the website (globalholidayfaire.org) will still be open through December. If you can’t make
the Faire, you can shop there. If you usually make an alternative gift through Heifer
International, you can find a link to our Faire’s fundraising Heifer page on the website. You
can also make a donation to the Faire through the site. The money collected through those
online donations will be split among our “Big 4” Organizations - the Amador St. Hope Center,
Genesis House, the DePaul Women’s Resource Center, and the International Relief Center.
Those donations will go along with all the Big 4 sales and lunch sale at the Faire, and we will
continue to collect those funds through the end of the year. Our virtual marketplace has
information and links to all of our fair trade partners. Don’t forget to shop their sites for last
minute Christmas deals. Once again this year, Concern America is giving our shoppers an
exclusive online coupon code to get free shipping on orders over $75. That coupon code starts
the day after the Faire and will run through the end of the year also (you’ll find it on the
website!). So, I hope to see you all on the 6th at the Faire. But if you can’t come, or if you do
but you want to keep supporting this Mission Action effort beyond that day, please keep our
website in mind.
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THE PASTOR’S PEN
“Do not be afraid.” — The Angels

Advent is here: a time of preparation; a time of waiting; a time to reflect on the origins of our
faith and what truly matters.

This year our theme for Advent worship is Angels Among Us. The angels that appear in the
story of Jesus’ birth would have been very comfortable in our world of tweets and hashtags.
Their messages were often short and to the point - their favorite line being #DoNotBeAfraid.
As we look at the stories of these winged messengers to Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and the
Shepherds and their reactions to them, we will contemplate what messages we can offer that
will counteract a culture of fear and bring #morehope, #morepeace, #morejoy, and
#morelove to the world.

While we will not be hosting a Christmas Eve or Christmas Day service this year, it is our
tradition to meet on the Winter Solstice. Our Blue Christmas service takes place on this
longest night of the year, December 21st at 6:30 pm. When we are in the depth of the winter
season we are sometimes also deeply affected by feelings of loss, longing, grief, or sadness.
It’s difficult to bear these feelings alone when the rest of the world is filled with cheery songs,
bright lights, and a festive spirit. On this night we make space to acknowledge those feelings
and hold space for one another. We proclaim God’s presence with us through it all. We are not
alone.

I am looking forward to our first Advent season together. My prayer is that it is a meaningful
time of reflection and celebration. We will share in song, praise, awe, meals, candlelight, and
the excitement of anticipating the promise of new life in Christ.

God Bless You,
Pastor Sara
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NOTES FROM THE PASTOR
* Coffee with the Pastor

We will take a brief hiatus from our monthly coffee meet-ups for the month of December.
Stay tuned for our next caffeine date!

* Bible Study
We will take a break from Bible Study the last week of December. Keep an eye out for our

plans for January!

* Congregational Christmas Party

We hope you’ll come celebrate the season with us at our Congregational Christmas Party on
December 21st. Jeanne and Carl Cordes will host us at their home in Vallejo after worship
that Sunday. It will be a potluck event and you’re invited to bring easy-to-serve finger foods
and snacks to share (think no bowls or utensils). Drinks will be provided. It’s a fun
opportunity to share in fellowship together and eat some yummy food!

* Blue Christmas

This evening worship service on the longest night of the year makes space for the feelings of
loss, grief, or melancholy that feel especially poignant during the holiday season. Please join
us on Sunday, December 21st at 6:30 pm for this meditative and reflective service. In person
only, FCCV Sanctuary. All are welcome.

- BLUE
CHRISTMAS

A Servce of Reflectlon for the
. Longest Night .

Sunday, December 2'|St at 6:30 pm
- Fcc Vallejo
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NOTES FROM THE PASTOR CONTINUED

* Celebrate Carl Cordes!

In November, the CCNC-N Disciples Men's Executive Committee gathered to commemorate
their year of ministry and celebrate Carl Cordes's retirement as President of Men's Ministry.
They celebrated Carl’s 75th birthday, too!

In Carl’s honor, a scholarship fund has been established to assist youth in attending camps at
the Community of the Great Commission. If you would like to donate to this fund you can
donate at www.ccncn.org or mail a check to the Regional Office at 9260 Alcosta Blvd., Ste.
C-22, San Ramon, CA 94583. Put Carl Cordes Scholarship in the memo.
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(From the back left) Kyung-Min Daniel, Kevin, and Kim, Nancy Nan-Jung (Kyung-Min’s
wife), Carl and Jeanne, Stan, (From the right front) Don and Leanne, Nancy and Larry,
Clarence and his church member, Randy.
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LIGHT HEALING OF DEEP WOUNDS - Regional Minister Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum

The government shutdown is over, for which we give thanks. Left
undone is a way to prevent jeopardizing people’s food security, and
health care for the most defenseless among us. We rightfully lament
the apparent disregard for the poor and vulnerable among people who
are secure and powerful in their worlds.

I am reminded of the words of the prophet Jeremiah. In Jeremiah’s
day, the people of Judah were in trouble in ways that are familiar to
us. The leaders who held political power had failed to protect and care
for the people. Religious leaders were accused of making easy
accommodation with the same forces that threatened their people. It
was a time of spiritual and social turmoil.

Jeremiah has warned the people that God is not pleased with their idolatry, and their easy
accommodation to power. Everyone who has any responsibility for the care and protection of
the people have been corrupted. They were looking out for their own self-interest; they lost
interest in the people’s well-being. Every institution was complicit, and the people were left
vulnerable and wounded. And the prophet speaks for God and brings a charge against the
leaders:

“When my people were deeply wounded, you offered some light topical salve that was not in
any way adequate. You healed my wound carelessly, as if it were nothing, you said all is well,
when I knew all was not well.” The Message translation says, “My people are broken, and
they put on Band-Aids, saying ‘it is not so bad; you will be fine,” but things are not just fine
(various translations of Jer. 6.14).”

Our work is to stand with those for whom things are not fine and to find ways to be in
ministry and partnership with them. If we cannot help them directly, we can maintain a list of
helpful resources to which we can share with people.

Let’s not participate in the light healing of deep wounds. Let’s learn to know the communities
in which our congregations and ministries sit, and to have the difficult conversations that will
help us achieve reconciliation and become positive witnesses for Jesus.
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DECEMBER TRIVIA CHALLENGE - David Mezzera

It’s time again for our yearly Christmas trivia challenge. Here are six questions for you to try to
answer off the top of your head:

[1] Including the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles, how many of these books tell about the
birth of Jesus?

[2] What was the name of the angel who visited Mary at the Enunciation?

[3] On her way to Bethlehem, does Mary ride on a donkey, a mule or a horse according to the
Gospels?

[4] How many Magi (Wise Men) visited the Christ child?

[5] What was the name of the angel who visited Joseph to warn him to flee with Mary and
Jesus?

[6] Where did Joseph, Mary and Jesus end up when they fled from Nazareth?

See the answers elsewhere in the Living Word.

WORSHIP NOTES - Beth Grose

Advent is upon us! Angels are among us! In the midst of this chaotic, busy Christmas season,
take time each Sunday to join us — and the angels — as we prepare for the Christ child. To
make the setting perfect, we need a little help with the finishing touches. We will have a live
tree to decorate, and everyone is invited to bring an angel-themed ornament (returned to you
after Christmas). Poinsettias, any size, any color, are also on the wish list.

As has become our tradition, we will be hosting a Blue Christmas service on December 21st,
the shortest day of the year, at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. This is a special time to recognize
that not all feelings at Christmas are joyful, and to give ourselves a safe space to feel what we
feel — not what we “ought” to feel. This is an ecumenical service, please spread the word to
anyone who might be interested.

Peace (and Hope and Joy and Love!),
Beth
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MISSION ACTION NOTES - Suzanne Awalt, Mission Action Coordinator

The Mission Action team has been, shall we say, very ACTIVE during the past month. Thanks
to all who participate in any way possible to mission outreach ministries.

There is a lot of need, and we cannot meet it all. Whatever any one can do to give a hand up,
relieve someone’s suffering, or bring comfort and joy to a neighbor near or far is a tremendous
blessing, for both giver and recipient. Thank you for your generosity.

Some opportunities:

**Thanks to all who participated in Haircuts (and showers) for the Holidays (H4H) and
Thanksgiving lunch event on November 15%. Special thanks to Sandra Nemeth and Allison
Mezzera who led our team in cooperation with Vallejo Together and Lighthouse Fellowship
Ministry. We welcomed approximately 70 guests. It was a day of joy and gratitude. The
physical transformation of many of our guests was quite impressive and a cause for joy.

**We continue to collect quarters for laundry services for our unsheltered neighbors. “Your
Change for a Change of Clothing” is a small ministry with a large impact. To date, we have
collected $60 in quarters, which we have delivered to Vallejo Together. This collection is on-
going. See the collection can at the back of the sanctuary.

**During December we will be collecting clothing items for guests of First Baptist Church
Sparrow Project. There will be baskets and bins at the back of the sanctuary for gifts of men’s
and women’s underwear and warm socks..... all sizes, bath towels and wash cloths, sleeping
bags, blankets, gloves, hand warmers, small bottles and bars of bathing soap, and thermal
shirts.

**Please remember our Little Free Pantry with donations of canned meats (pop-top opening),
snack packs of chicken and tuna salad, protein bars, sausages, jerky, cheese and crackers,
peanut butter and crackers, and bottled water. We thank Helen and Dave Mezzera for tending
the Little Free Pantry as our communal representatives.

**FCCV monthly Mission Action offering of $250 for December will go to Solano AIDS
Coalition. This group provides education and advocacy for the community to address HIV/
AIDS. Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) attacks the body’s immune system. If left
untreated, it can lead to AIDS. There is currently no effective cure, but with proper treatment,
HIV can be controlled. People with HIV who get effective HIV treatment can live long, healthy
lives. Check out the programs and services of Solano Aids Coalition at
solanoaidscoalition.org. December 1 is World AIDS Day, a special day of remembrance for
lives lost to AIDS and those spared because of effective treatment options.
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST), VALLEJO DECEMBER, 2025
MISSION ACTION NOTES CONTINUED

**Disciples of Christ annual Special Day Christmas offering will be received in late
December. Our offerings stay in our Northern California-Nevada Region. Some examples of
where this offering is used are: connecting congregations, fostering faith development,
nurturing new pastors, gathering Disciples in camps, conferences, and assemblies, and
representing the church in ecumenical gatherings, among other ministry support activities. For
information: disciplesmissionfund.org

NATIONAL BENEVOLENT FUND GRANT UPDATE

In September 2025, FCCV applied to Disciples of Christ National Benevolent Association
(NBA) for a Mission and Ministry Grant for a water bottle refill station to augment our Peace
Garden and Little Free Pantry ministry. As a Green Chalice Church, FCCV has long been an
advocate for making a sustainable and eco-friendly footprint in our activities. The Little Free
Pantry dispenses approximately 50 plastic bottles of water a month. A water bottle refill station
would be an asset to our community and all the guests who use our building or visit the Garden
and Pantry.

Our church was recently notified that we have been awarded a $6000 grant for the purchase,
installation, and promotion of a permanent, weather-proof water bottle refill station to be
installed adjacent to the Little Free Pantry. The project is scheduled to be implemented in
January 2026. This addition will support our efforts at living lightly on the land and providing
fresh drinking water for the community. For more information on this project contact Suzanne
Awalt, Mission Action Coordinator.

DECEMBER TRIVIA CHALLENGE ANSWERS
[1] Only two: read Matthew 1:18 - 2:23 and Luke 1:26 - 56 and Luke 2:1 - 21.

[2] Gabriel was named in Luke 1:26.

[3] Luke’s Gospel merely says that Joseph and Mary went from Nazareth to Bethlehem without
mentioning any conveyance.

[4] Most people assume that there were three Magi or astrologers because they brought three
gifts to the Christ child (gold, frankincense and myrrh) as in Matthew 2:11, but their number is
not actually specified.

[S] Matthew 2:13 does not name the angel but simply refers to an angel of the Lord.

[6] As written in Matthew 2:13-15, they went to hide in Egypt from Herod who wanted to kill
Jesus.
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HYBRID WORSHIP CONTINUES

We continue to develop and improve our hybrid worship abilities. Every Sunday morning, we
have some members of our worshipping community onsite in our sanctuary and some members
of our worshipping community online on Zoom. We continue to work to make both formats
engaging and accessible. Please share comments and suggestions that might make both formats
better for everyone.

Our worship services begin at 10:30. To join us for worship on Zoom, click the link below and
joining us through video. Or dial in by calling the number below according to your time
zone. The instructions to connect are fairly easy, but if you need help, please reach out.

In preparation for Zoom worship, please have communion elements of some form with you so
that we can all partake together. This can be bread and juice—or any other elements that evoke
the Last Supper for you. You may also want to light a candle near you as we worship together.

Worship on Sundays, 10:30 a.m. PLEASE NOTE THE NEW MEETING INFO!
https://us06web.zoom.us/}/83204891403?pwd=YkJBNTQwWURabEtpRFVoaDU5aU5hQT09

Meeting ID: 884 4460 0052

Passcode: 503337

Dial by your location
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
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Mark Your Calendar

December 5 - Global Holiday Faire set up, 6:00 pm.

December 6 - Global Holiday Faire, 9 am - 2 pm.

December 7 - Elders Meeting, after Worship at the Cordes house.
December 11 - Admin Council meeting, 5 pm on Zoom.

December 21 - Church Christmas Party, after worship at the Cordes house.

December 21 - Blue Christmas Service, 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.

NOTE: The Living Word Will Take a January 2026 Hiatus and Return in February!




