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The Living Word
ANNUAL GATHERING - CARL CORDES

1035 Indiana St.
Vallejo CA 94590
707-643-7973 

www.vallejochristian.org
www.facebook.com/fccvallejo

"New Wineskins: Inspiration, Imagination, Innovation" is this year’s Annual Gathering 
theme. It will take place again this year at First Christian Church, Concord on April 19 and 
20. You can register at this site: 
https://ccncn.regfox.com/170th-ccnc-n-annual-gathering  

We, FCCV, are part of the planning committee. What this means is that we will need some 
volunteers to help with the following; kitchen help, registration, coffee area, serving 
communion and taking the offering. Also this year we will be sharing our Labyrinth on 
Saturday only, so we will need help with this as well. If you would like to help or if you have 
any questions, please let me know.  
   

http://www.vallejochristian.org
http://www.facebook.com/fccvallejo
http://www.vallejochristian.org
http://www.facebook.com/fccvallejo
https://ccncn.regfox.com/170th-ccnc-n-annual-gathering
https://ccncn.regfox.com/170th-ccnc-n-annual-gathering
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Greetings, FCC Vallejo Family! 

Just as seasons come and go and each winter turns into spring, we are experiencing our own 
rebirth in our community. I recently submitted proposals for dates and formats to conduct our 
transitional training and discussions on the future of our congregation and how we can all 
connect up, out, and in. As I write this, I have begun to receive responses and although there 
are surely more to follow, it looks as if we will do some combination of in person and Zoom 
events during this time. Although I don’t know yet exactly when the in-person portion will 
take place, we will start to have conversations on Monday, March 11th from 6:00 pm - 7:30 
pm. It was suggested that we start the online portion as soon as possible. Our first meeting is 
an opportunity for us to do some forming activities and begin to identify ways to connect in 
with our own holistic wellness. The foundation to other healthy relationships is to first have a 
healthy relationship with ourselves. I realize that not every person can make every meeting, 
although I encourage you to be as present as possible. Even when we have the in-person 
retreat, my plan is for us to make it available to be joined through Zoom, as well. I invite you 
to come to the first meeting with at least one question you have about our transitional period 
or future, one quality you would like to see in the settled pastor, one value you feel is most 
important to FCC Vallejo, and one goal or thing you would like to be addressed as we work 
through this liminal time. What is one thing you want to continue doing at FCCV? What is 
one thing you would like to change? Asking yourself these questions and pondering questions 
you may have before our meetings will make them more productive. Each meeting, we will 
have a different icebreaker and get to know each other in new ways. I will generally provide 
either a tool we can use or ask questions to elicit discussion that will help us determine who 
we are, where we are going, and how we plan to get there. By the way, it’s not all about being 
productive! We will also have some time at the retreat for restoration and stillness. Both 
business and stillness are important in the work we are doing of being salt and light to our 
community and the world.  

Also going on throughout the entirety of March is the remainder of the Lenten season and 
Easter. By now, you will have decided what you are giving up or adding in this Lent. 
Remember that this is a personal commitment that will help draw you closer to God, so if it’s 
doing that, continue and if not, let it go! Whatever you’re doing, remember to love God and 
others as yourselves.  

How can I pray for you? How can we as a community support each other? If you have a 
prayer request, praise, or need, please share these with me so that I can (and the church can) 
respond.  

I look forward to hearing from you and seeing you all throughout this month. May we all 
keep our focus on Holy Love throughout this month and beyond.  

Peace be with you, 
Pastor Nicki 
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LOOKING BACK… LIVING FORWARD - Jon Mezzera
March is Women’s History Month, so let’s look at some First Christian Church, Vallejo’s 
Women’s History. We have a strong history of women both in participation and leadership in 
the church. As noted in the first edition of Looking Back…Living Forward, the roots of our 
church started at a meeting of about a dozen women in May 1899. Various women’s groups 
were part of the church from the start including the Christian Women’s Board of Missions and 
the Ladies Aid Society which remained active through the early 1920s. A female member of the 
church, Alice Sponsler served as a member of the board in 1907! Despite all of this, women 
were still largely second class members within the church for many decades. That was the 
reality of church life in the early 1900s. However, strong women continued to contribute to the 
church, forming a new group, Ecclesia Women in 1934. This group met regularly for social 
events, educational programs, and mission efforts. Ecclesia Women were responsible for much 
of the church’s hospitality and fund raising which was so successful that women remained 
heavily involved in fundraising efforts moving forward, including for the eventual new 
building fund in the 1940s. 

A landmark date in FCCV’s history was June 2, 1959. That was the day that our church elected 
its first two women elders. The idea of having women elders had been brought up as early as 
1955, but there were members of the leadership who weren’t quite ready for that to happen. 
However, when the slate of officers was presented to the church at the congregational meeting 
in ‘59, Jean Bradley and Louise Johnson were nominated from the floor as new elders. They 
were voted in with the rest of the slate of officers. We are celebrating 65 years of women elders 
in our church! Two years later, Bess Ely, the widow of former pastor Marcellus Ely, was named 
Elder Emeritus, despite never officially serving as an elder. This goes to show how strongly 
women were involved in church leadership, even if they didn’t or couldn’t hold official 
positions in the church. Since then, many women have served as elders, moderators and other 
board positions, worship leaders, and other various important roles within the life of FCCV. 

In 1978, we called our first woman pastor, Mary Jacobs along with her husband Bill who 
served as co-pastors for 6 years. Our next settled pastor was Karen Stanley, our first solo 
woman pastor. Karen was also a single mom, another amazing milestone. Karen served until 
1994 and oversaw our church becoming Open & Affirming. She was followed by another 
husband and wife co-pastorate in Greg and Karen Guy, who were followed by the 11 year 
pastorate of Judith Jones, who was followed by the 10 year pastorate of Christy Newton. 
Christy was also our first openly gay pastor. We have also had women interims in that time — 
Susan Lincoln, Cheri Pierre and our current interim Nicki Arnold-Swindle. In fact, since the 
Jacobs started in ’78, our church has not had a solo male settled pastor. I know many people 
who are still uncomfortable in 2024 with the thought of a woman minister or priest, despite the 
fact that the first evangelists to witness and preach the good news of Jesus’ resurrection in the 
Bible were women. I’m glad to have grown up in a church where those types of views have 
long been rejected.
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After the biblical names challenge in the last Living Word, Glenda Goode pointed out that I 
had left out one of the books in the Bible which also has a common English word equivalent. 
Did anyone else discover it? It’s one of the epistles accredited to Peter. We do have the phrase 
to "peter out;" but technically, this is a verb and not a noun as the original challenge indicated. 
Good catch, though, Glenda.

WHAT’S IN A (BIBLICAL) NAME? UPDATE - David Mezzera

MARCH MONTHLY MISSION - PROJECT SANCTUARY - Allison Mezzera
You may have heard Rev. Nikki mention her work with an organization named “Project 
Sanctuary”. Project Sanctuary is an organization that assists Veterans and their families with 
mental health care. Per their website, www.projectsanctuary.us, Project Sanctuary was 
founded on the principle that when one person serves, the whole family serves, and the best 
way to support the troops is to create an organization that supports the entire family. Through 
their professional staff of counselors, social workers and recreation therapists we are one of 
the only organizations that supports not just the veteran, but the whole family, including 
caregivers, to create multi generational change toward positive healthy habits for at-risk 
military families. 

Project Sanctuary hosts therapeutic retreats in five states across the country that are staffed 
and designed by Certified Therapeutic Recreation Specialists, licensed counselors, and social 
workers. Retreats are open to active-duty service members, retirees, veterans, Reserve and 
Guard families (currently serving or past service) from all branches of the military (including 
Coast Guard) and all eras. The retreats and classes are designed for families / couples to come 
together and gain tools and resources in three key areas: Relationship Reconnection, Family 
Communication, and navigating mental wellbeing. 

We are glad to support this wonderful work with our March Mission Action Donation. If you 
would like more info or know any Veterans/Families that might need some care, you can go to 
www.projectsanctuary.us, or reach out to Rev. Nikki! She would be happy to discuss more 
with you!  

http://www.projectsanctuary.us/
http://www.projectsanctuary.us/
http://www.projectsanctuary.us/
http://www.projectsanctuary.us/
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ACCOUNTABILITY IN VALLEJO - Allison Mezzera
On February 8, Common Ground held 
an Accountability Session at Friendship 
Missionary Baptist Church! Eight 
candidates for local and state offices 
participated along with about fifty 
community members. We had eight 
from our congregation participating!  

Solano County Supervisor Candidates 
in attendance: 
Cassandra James District 1 
Michael Wilson District 1 
Rochelle Sherlock  District 2 
Nora Dizon      District 2 

District 3 - CA State Senate Candidates in attendance: 
Rozanna Verder-Aliga 
Jackie Elward 
Thom Bogue 
Jimih Jones 

**Together we told the candidates our stories, shared teachings on police accountability, 
housing justice, and an upcoming housing bond BAHFA - Frequently Asked Questions - Bay 
Area Housing for All. Then we got into some public business and accountability. 

County Supervisor Candidates were asked, and all gave an overwhelming, YES! 
If elected, will you work toward hiring a staff dedicated to housing in Solano County? 
If elected, will you work with Common Ground now to get BAHFA passed in November? 
If elected, will you work to improve public safety in the City of Vallejo and the County? 

State Senate Candidates were asked, and all (but Jimih Jones…) gave an overwhelming, 
YES! 
If elected, will you work toward getting funding to Solano County to increase affordable 
housing and work to prevent people from becoming unhoused? 
If elected, will you work with Common Ground now to get BAHFA passed in November? 
If elected, will you work toward establishing more accountability from the police departments 
within Solano County? 

                  (continues…)

https://bayareahousingforall.org/frequently-asked-questions/
https://bayareahousingforall.org/frequently-asked-questions/
https://bayareahousingforall.org/frequently-asked-questions/
https://bayareahousingforall.org/frequently-asked-questions/
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DO YOU HAIKU? - Suzanne Awalt
(125th Anniversary Edition) 

               MISSION 

          Mission is our muse. 
      We call to others, “Join us!” 
  Bless our (C)common (G)ground! 

ACCOUNTABILITY IN VALLEJO CONTINUED - Allison Mezzera
Everyone was asked and gave an overwhelming, YES! 
If elected, will you meet with Common Ground within 2 months of taking office to discuss 
how we will move forward together on all these issues? 

**Overall it was a wonderful event and just proved the power of Common Ground and the 
work we do with them. Now we have to hold them to it!! If you want more info on how to get 
involved, please speak with me, Carl, or Glenda! 
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HYBRID WORSHIP CONTINUES
We continue to develop and improve our hybrid worship abilities. Every Sunday morning, we 
have some members of our worshipping community onsite in our sanctuary and some members 
of our worshipping community online on Zoom. We continue to work to make both formats 
engaging and accessible. Please share comments and suggestions that might make both formats 
better for everyone.  
  
Our worship services begin at 10:30. To join us for worship on Zoom, click the link below and 
joining us through video. Or dial in by calling the number below according to your time 
zone. The instructions to connect are fairly easy, but if you need help, please reach out. 
  
In preparation for Zoom worship, please have communion elements of some form with you so 
that we can all partake together. This can be bread and juice—or any other elements that evoke 
the Last Supper for you. You may also want to light a candle near you as we worship together. 

Worship on Sundays, 10:30 a.m. PLEASE NOTE THE NEW MEETING INFO!                   
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83204891403?pwd=YkJBNTQwWURabEtpRFVoaDU5aU5hQT09 

Meeting ID: 832 0489 1403 
 Passcode: 157093 

Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83204891403?pwd=YkJBNTQwWURabEtpRFVoaDU5aU5hQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83204891403?pwd=YkJBNTQwWURabEtpRFVoaDU5aU5hQT09
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Mark Your Calendar
March 8 - Elders meeting on Zoom, 5:00 pm. 

March 10 - 125th Anniversary Committee meeting after worship. Bring a lunch. 

March 16 - A Morning Walk. 10-11 am in the Fellowship Hall. 

March 20 - Ministry Council meeting, 5:00 pm on Zoom. 

March 22 - Admin Council meeting, 5:00 pm on Zoom. 

March 31 - Easter. Breakfast 9-10 am. 

The deadline for the next Living Word is March 27 


