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1035 Indiana St.  

 

Reconciliation Ministry 
 

Approximately 24 years ago, the Central Board of the Christian Church (DOC) approved 
the formation of a church-wide process to discern the nature of racism in North America, and 
to develop ways of helping congregations address racism.  Thus Reconciliation Ministry was 
born. This year's 2020 theme is "The Rocks Are Crying Out: Show Up, Speak Up, Stand Up!" 
The dates for lifting up reconciliation and for receiving this special offering are Sept. 27 and 
Oct. 4th.  The offering is received in the fall and used throughout the year. Your gift to 
Reconciliation Ministry allows for grants which enable communities and congregations to 
offer programs in pro-reconciliation and anti-racism. The offering also supports anti-racism 
and anti-oppression training throughout the church. Please make your donation clearly 
marked for Reconciliation. 

 

 
 
Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President of the Christian Church (DOC) said: 

"If we say that we are a pro-reconciling, anti-racism church, we must choose every day to be 
who we say we are. That means not only standing up, but speaking up and acting in solidarity 
without fear." 

 
Helen Mezzera 
Worship Coordinator 

T L W
1035 Indiana St. 
Vallejo CA 94590 

707-643-7973 

 
www.vallejochristian.org  
www.facebook.com/FCCVallejo  

http://www.vallejochristian.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FCCVallejo
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Living Stones 
 

What a person desires in life / is a properly boiled egg. / This isn’t as easy as it seems.  
There must be gas and a stove, / the gas requires pipelines, mastodon drills, 
banks that dispense the lozenge of capital. / There must be a pot, the product of mines 
and furnaces and factories, / of dim early mornings and night-owl shifts, 
of women in kerchiefs and men with / sweat-soaked hair.  
Then water, the stuff of clouds and skies / and God knows what causes it to happen.  
There seems always too much or too little / of it and more pipelines, meters, pumping 
stations, towers, tanks. / And salt - a miracle of the first order, 
the ace in any argument for God. / Only God could have imagined from 
nothingness the pang of salt. / Political peace too. It should be quiet 
when one eats an egg. No political hoodlums / knocking down doors, no lieutenants who 
are 
ticked off at their scheming girlfriends and / take it out on you, no dictators 
posing as tribunes. / It should be quiet, so quiet you can hear 
the chicken, a creature usually mocked as a type / of fool, a cluck chained to the chore of 
her body. 
Listen, she is there, pecking at a bit of grain / that came from nowhere. 
 —“A Quiet Life” by Baron Wormser 
 

Does it need to be said again?  That we are all interconnected.  Perhaps, we can’t say it 
enough.  I can’t get there without her.  She can’t get there without you.  You can’t get there 
without him.  We are all in this together.  We need one another.  Don’t antagonize or demonize 
or weaponize.  You need her.  So, swallow that insult that is swirling in your mouth.  Don’t let 
it slip out!  Swallow it, or better yet, drown it with an entire glass of water.  You need more 
water these days anyway.  Offer a kind word instead.  Even – especially – when it is not 
deserved.  That is grace.  Remember grace?!  Move through these days embodying grace – 
undeserved, unmerited, unnecessary gifts offered extravagantly to all those you see, speak to, 
interact with.  Be the late summer shower.  The early morning dew.  The soft, damp, cool 
breeze off the ocean blowing the smoke away.  Clearing away the clutter . . . so we can see 
more clearly.  So that we see and know without a doubt – once again – that my well-being is 
dependent upon your well-being.  And yours is dependent upon mine.  Even though we are so 
different.  And I disagree with you about so much.  Move your shoulders down away from 
your ears and sit down.  I moved all my piles of papers and unfinished projects off the table.  
So I can see you and listen to your heart.   
 
 
 
See you in (zoom) church,   
Christy 
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ZOOM WORSHIP 
As we continue to shelter-in-place, we will continue to worship together online using 

Zoom.  Bible Study begins at 9:30.  Worship begins at 10:30.  Please join us for any or all of 
this time together by clicking the link below and joining us through video.  Or alternatively, 
you can dial in by calling the number below according to your time zone.  The instructions to 
connect are fairly easy, but if you need help, please reach out. 

In preparation for worship, please have communion elements of some form with you so 
that we can all partake together.  This can be bread and juice—or any other elements that 
evoke the Last Supper for you.  You may also want to light a candle near you as we worship 
together. 

 
Bible Study and Worship 
Weekly on Sundays, 9:30 a.m.—Bible Study 
                           10:30 a.m.—Worship  
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BIBLE STUDY  
I encourage everyone who can to join our Bible Study at 9:30am every Sunday morning.  

I find discussing the scripture for the day jump starts me to a better understanding of the 
scriptural basis for the sermon. The class is interactive and I personally like hearing different 
people's take on the scriptural passage. 
Helen  
 
WORSHIP PLANNING RETREAT – SEPTEMBER 12 
 On Saturday, September 12, from 10:00-12:00, we will have our next Worship Planning 
Retreat, which will be an opportunity for anyone—and everyone—to come together to help 
envision and chart a course for our worship services over the next 3 months, including 
Advent.  We will read scripture together and brainstorm themes, songs, poems, prayers, and 
ways we might structure our worship time.  Everyone is welcome!  So, bring yourselves and 
any ideas you have.  We will share a refreshing and life-giving time together, while doing the 
work of the church.  I look forward to seeing you there! 
Christy 
 
CROSS CHAT 
 The Elders are planning to hold a few socially distanced gatherings over the next few 
months.   Our first gathering will be September 5th at 9:30 AM in the Peace Garden!   This will 
be a time to nurture our spirits and simply be in community with one another. Bring your 
masks, bring a chair, bring your hearts wide open.  Anticipated duration of the gathering is 45 
minutes to an hour.   Safety is our top priority! Only do what you are comfortable with. We 
will be socially distanced, masks on, and hope to see you at some point in coming months! 
 
JOHNSON RANCH GARDEN RE-DEDICATION 
by Suzanne Awalt 

 
The Johnson Ranch Garden Re-dedication is now 

written into the noble history of First Christian Church 
Vallejo.  Sultry, smoke-tainted air did not deter 25 
enthusiastic FCC members and guests present at the 
August 22, 2020 event from delighting in the lush 
witness to faith, persistence and sweat-equity on 
beautiful display.  The garden renewal project that has 
evolved over many months is the result of a 
partnership between First Christian Church Vallejo 
and Sustainable Solano, a garden-based community 
development organization in Solano County.  
Completion of the project, in the works for nearly two 
years, was complicated by cautions related to our 
current COVID situation.  Work groups were limited in 
size and, therefore, the site prep and planting took 
longer than originally planned.  The result is very 
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gratifying.  Already an abundant assortment of fresh organic produce has been donated to 
community food programs. The harvest is on-going.  This garden is an essential element of the 
culture of First Christian Church.  Pastor Christy opened the re-dedication program with a 
welcome and prayer.  Carl Cordes related the history of the garden, the legacy of Lyston and 
Louise Johnson and their passion for alleviating hunger, and the 2009 Disciples Miracle Day 
volunteer effort that constructed the original garden boxes.  Allison Mezzera reported on the 
partnership with Sustainable Solano.  Shannon Kitchens lifted up the vision and mission of the 
garden as a source of community connection and nutrition support in our neighborhood and 
City.  Gabriela Estrada, Sustainable Solano Project Manager, and Garden Designer Scott 
Dodson led a tour of the garden, describing the water-wise construction and purposeful plant 

selection.  Suzanne Awalt invited those present to 
participate responsively in a Dedication Litany that 
focused on gratitude for the land, the toil, and the 
faithfulness to vision that brought the garden to life 
as a sustainable source of nutrition, and the daily 
work of farmers and agricultural workers who 
produce our food and care for the land.   Boxes and 
buckets bursting with freshly-harvested pumpkins, 
peppers, cucumbers, eggplant, squash, tomatoes 
and chard were set out for guests to take home 
with them.  Amador Street Hope Center also 
received some of the produce.   

The Garden Committee members are Allison Mezzera, Carl Cordes, Shannon Kitchens, 
Glenda Goode, Jeanne Cordes, and Suzanne Awalt.  We especially thank Allison and Carl for 
their leadership and faithfulness to the garden ministry.  Come enjoy the garden!  It’s harvest 
time!   
 
NEWS FROM THE REGION 

Wednesday Prayer with Terri 
Join General Minister President Terri Hord Owens on Facebook Live every Wednesday 
at noon ET for a time of prayer. 

 
2020 Women’s Fall Retreat 
“Singing a New Church into Being” 

Faith, worship and communion isn’t dependent on a building, so we’ve all adapted to 
supporting one another virtually. We hope to provide a spiritual event for all our women, 
starting Friday, September 18th and continuing on Saturday September 19th.  Friday there 
will be a 30-45 min online session to come together and pray, sing and introduce our guest 
speaker.  Saturday, there will be a 1 hour presentation with our guest speaker, followed by 
several breakout rooms where you can choose to: 
o learn about our Women’s Ministries sponsored trip to Morocco by Anna Felciano, 
o learn more about the Poor People’s Campaign from Rev. Monica Cross, 
o share discussion and awareness tools, or 
o just join a room of fellowship with other women of the region.  Click here to register! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xaOuqTqDCHiylhLtRWbnaIlz4zPJEts2R_TCZQLqv-c5qtZy1hUv2O0Kw-2x7e8uYv4o7V4VJhGXEy5RAmaWi-axi58S2XbeQnhFTlFCgHAE9mC1wdtRHVYBLA-AM1DPM5FUJH8nsRttCDbu4nf2rkxV3mSB5jjdPonuCF4xR3A=&c=WNyv09lScS-3asnIS_m8ESmv09ETwFiTKeDPS_hJOSyPIx_aYsv6RQ==&ch=RJ8sXncRx_L9oWyVb8ofFnlCtUgVLgorAQdKCwhh-pjHbE8cgtH8bA==
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0pfu6rrTMsGd1XdYzsu86RUaHHlUkEDyTx
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166th CCNC-N Annual Gathering 
Amidst the Covid19 pandemic, holding mass gatherings are problematic. So this year 

the CCNC-N Annual Gathering will be online! It is scheduled for the fourth Saturday in 
September, but register early. There are several business items to address, so it is important 
that the delegates and alternates identify themselves as such during registration. 
 

There are plans for different Zoom meetings and webinars over the course of a few 
weeks that will cover the business meeting, workshops, and celebrations that we have come 
to expect at an annual gathering. Visit our website for details as they are scheduled. 

 
September 26, 2020 
Business Session 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM  Register Here! 
  
Register for one or more of the Annual Gathering Webinars, happening in October. For a full 
list and the registration links, click here! 
 
2020 Men's Retreat 

"I am My Brother's Keeper, Building Connection and Care in an Increasingly Divided 
World"  Save the date! October 23-25, 2020 are the dates of the VIRTUAL Disciples Men's 
Retreat! Registration opens soon! 
 

All these events can be found on our regional church website,  ccncn.org, and are free 
to attend. 
 
 
MISSION ACTION GIFT 

The Radical Monarchs will be receiving our August donation.  The Radical Monarchs is 
a bay area based scouting organization whose mission is to "create opportunities for young 
girls of color to form fierce sisterhood, celebrate their identities and contribute radically to 
their communities".  It started as an idea by Anayvette Martinez, as a way to teach her own 
daughter about her identity and radical values, as well as help her build community with 
other young girls of color.  Their earnable badges include: Black Lives Matter, Radical Pride, 
Pachamama Justice, and Radical Coding.  For more information, you can visit their website at 
radicalmonarchs.org  
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY – COMMON GROUND 
By Allison Mezzera 
 

Last week Common Ground held a Public Safety Civic Academy to share community 
stories with our civic leaders in Vallejo.  With over 100 in attendance, we spoke to the 
community including State Assembly Member Tim Grayson, City Manager Greg Nyhoff, and 
Vallejo Police Chief Shawny Williams.  We had them listen to the months of research and 
stories gathered from our house meetings, then we asked some questions:   

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYrdemqpzkjG9zTjqQuac7l502aFBh6YQpo
https://ccncn.org/ministries/Regional/events/2020/166_Annual_Gathering/166_Annual_Gathering_Webinars.php
https://ccncn.org/HomePage.php
http://radicalmonarchs.org/
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-Chief Williams, we want to work WITH you to build a culture of true accountability. We 
know it will take time, but we believe the first step is for officers to listen. Will you work with 
us to organize listening sessions so our members can share stories like these directly with 
your officers? He answered, Yes! (Side Note: Sessions are being scheduled now!) 

-Mr. Nyhoff, will you meet with Common Ground in the next month to discuss how 
Vallejo can build a police accountability model that has some real teeth? He answered, Yes! 
(Side Note: A meeting is scheduled for early Sept.!) 

-Chief Williams, will you commit to pulling together a meeting with the Common 
Ground, the county, and local hospitals, and invite our state Assemblyman Tim Grayson, to 
start working on a mobile crisis unit THIS MONTH? He answered, Yes!  

-Mr. Nyhoff, as the city manager, you make a lot of decisions about how the city’s money 
gets spent. Do you commit to working with Common Ground to determine spending priorities 
for the tax revenue if the tax passes – and do you commit to bringing developers to the table 
to negotiate with the community BEFORE their projects are approved? He answered, Yes! 
 

This could all be lip service, but that is where we come in! Common Ground is not a 
flash in the pan – we are here for the long haul. We know this work takes stamina. That’s why 
we built this organization. The City Manager, and the Police Chief, have committed to working 
with us. We WILL hold them accountable, but we need to be accountable too! Now it’s up to us 
– WE WANT TO HAVE 10 LISTENING SESSIONS with police officers between now and October 
5th. We have already invited our current city council, and all the candidates for mayor and 
city council, to our BIG ACTION ON OCTOBER 5th where they'll listen to what we’ve heard, 
and commit to working with us. 
 
“The time is always right to do the right thing. 
Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter. 
In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends. 
Not only will we have to repent for the sins of bad people; but we also will have to repent for 
the appalling silence of good people.” 
-Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
 
OPPORTUNIES TO SUPPORT SOCIAL JUSTICE  
 

With all the craziness happening these days, I thought it would be nice to share some 
organizations that currently serve the under privileged in our country. Please consider 
clicking on each of these for more information and to donate if you can.   Allison 
 
Black Lives Matter: 
Black Lives Matter "We’ve committed to struggling together and to imagining and creating a 
world free of anti-Blackness, where every Black person has the social, economic, and political 
power to thrive." 
https://blacklivesmatter.com/ 
 

https://blacklivesmatter.com/
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"154 Ways to Donate in Support of Black Lives and Communities of Color" 
https://nymag.com/strategist/article/where-to-donate-for-black-lives-matter.html 
 
 
Voting Rights: 
"8 Voting Rights Organizations You Should Know Before 2020" 
https://www.bustle.com/p/8-voting-rights-organizations-to-know-before-the-2020-
elections-roll-around-13156367 
 
When We All Vote - Increasing participation in every election and close the race and age 
voting gap by changing the culture around voting, harnessing grassroots energy, and through 
strategic partnerships to reach every American. 
https://www.whenweallvote.org/ 
 
Reproductive Rights: 
The Center for Reproductive Rights - uses the power of law to advance reproductive rights as 
fundamental human rights around the world. 
https://beta.reproductiverights.org/ 
 
Planned Parenthood - Promoting a commonsense approach to women's health and well-
being, based on respect for each individual's right to make informed, independent decisions 
about health, sex, and family planning. 
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/ 
 
LGBT+ Rights: 
The Trevor Project - Providing crisis intervention and suicide prevention services to lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer & questioning (LGBTQ) young people under 25. 
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/ 
 
"14 Black-led LGBTQ+ organizations to donate to right now" 
https://www.intheknow.com/2020/06/10/black-lgbtq-organizations-donate/ 
 
 
 

 

DON'T FORGET: 
To help earn money for the church beyond your generous donations:  
 Use www.goodsearch.com (instead of Google or Bing) for your internet searches.  
 Start at www.goodshop.com when shopping online.  
 Sign up at www.escrip.com for when you patronize local stores and restaurants.  
 Take your recycling to Valcore (www.valcorerecycling.org)  and ask that the money go to 

the church.  
 Use www.smile.amazon.com.   The first time you use it, you will be asked to select a 

charity to support.  Pick our church, and don’t forget to bookmark the page!   
 

https://nymag.com/strategist/article/where-to-donate-for-black-lives-matter.html
https://www.bustle.com/p/8-voting-rights-organizations-to-know-before-the-2020-elections-roll-around-13156367
https://www.bustle.com/p/8-voting-rights-organizations-to-know-before-the-2020-elections-roll-around-13156367
https://www.whenweallvote.org/
https://beta.reproductiverights.org/
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
https://www.intheknow.com/2020/06/10/black-lgbtq-organizations-donate/
http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://www.goodshop.com/
http://www.escrip.com/
http://www.valcorerecycling.org/
http://www.smile.amazon.com/
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Mark Your Calendar 
 

Saturday, September 5 Cross Chat, 9:30 a.m. in the Peace Garden 

Sunday, September 6 Zoom Bible Study and Worship  

Wednesday, September 9 Zoom Administrative Council, 5:30 p.m. 
 
Saturday, September 12 Worship Planning Retreat, 10:00-12:00 

Sunday, September 13 Zoom Bible Study and Worship, Admin/Ministry Council 
Installation, during worship  
Zoom Elders’ Meeting, following worship 

September 18-19 CCNC-N Women’s Fall Retreat  

Sunday, September 20 Zoom Bible Study and Worship  

Wednesday, September 23 Ministry Council, 5:30 p.m. 

September 25-26 CCNC-N Annual Gathering  

Sunday, September 27 Zoom Bible Study and Worship  

October 23-25 CCNC-N Men’s Retreat  

 

In the cold you wrap me.  In my uncertainty you listen.  In all my joys you celebrate.  
At every turn you meet me with competence and grace.  

What a fine dance we have together. 
 

― Mary Anne Radmacher  

 


