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What’s New?
School Immunization Requirements,

Exemption Education, 
and Rules

Brenda Jones, MA, BSN, RN, AzCSN
Immunization Services Manager

Arizona Immunization Program Office

Immunization Education Course:

A Possible Solution to the Use of 
Personal Belief Exemptions

Religious
Exemptions

Here in Arizona, 3 exemption types are 
permitted 

Religious
Exemptions

Image by David Ohmer / CC BY 2.0

Parent signature on 
ADHS exemption form 
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2012 – 2013
School Year

2016 – 2017
School Year

6th Grade

Kindergarten

Child Care /
Preschool

6th grade and kindergarten

non‐medical exemptions have 

increased to ≈ 5 %

2017 – 2018
School Year

0

5

10

Public Charter Private

Percentage of personal‐belief exemptions varies across 
school‐types

Kindergarten 6th Grade
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Early Implementation Pilot

Mesa Public 
Schools (6)

Glendale 
Union HS 
District (1)

Paradise 
Valley 

USD (10)

Total = 17 schools

8

Elementary 
(K‐6)

4

High  
School

(9‐12) 

5 

Middle

(7‐8)

Role of School Health Personnel and Office Staff

ADHS Online 
Education Course
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ADHS, county 
health dept.

Parents Schools

ACIP/CDC 
Vaccination 
Recommendations

Arizona School 
Immunization 
Requirements
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New vaccine requirements

Additional doses for 
current vaccines

Changes to current 
exemptions allowed 

Revised definitions

Simplified requirements 
charts

Clarified responsibilities, 
documentation

Tdap and Meningococcal vaccines will now 
be required at age 11, regardless of grade

MCV4/Quadrivalent Meningoccocal will now 
be the required vaccine

Final dose of Polio must be on/after age of 
4 years (4/3 doses)

No parental verbal history or recall will be 
accepted for Varicella, Measles or Rubella 
– Must have a medical exemption

CHIP
SYNERGY
POWERSCHOOL
SCHOOL MASTER
and other school 
software programs

 Child’s name
 Child’s date of birth
 Name of vaccine
Month, day, year when vaccine 

given
 Name/signature/initials of 

school person 
reviewing/providing the form

 Date provided

School immunization records 
must contain:

http://azdhs.gov/director/administrative‐counsel‐
rules/rules/index.php#rulemakings‐active‐immunizations
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A Mobile App for School Nurses/Health 
Personnel and Child Care Staff

http://azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology‐
disease‐control/index.php#healthy‐kids‐az

Scrolling feature box

Global Search 
Functionality

Electronic 
Versions of Flip 

Charts
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Come visit our ADHS Immunization 
Program Office exhibit table 

for more information

Brenda Jones, MA, BSN, RN, AzCSN
Immunization Services Manager

Arizona Immunization Program Office

Brenda.jones@azdhs.gov |  602-364-3626


