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     The weather is warming up. I'm sure spring is just around the corner.  We had 17 members at our last 
meeting.  Ed Mommersteeg’s name was drawn for the Good of the Order draw, but was not present to collect. 
At February’s meeting we donated money to Steve Lithgow for an exercise apparatus, The London Down 
Syndrome Association to send 6 Children to summer camp, and to Forest LCDS for upgrades to their 
building. On Wed., March 16 we had our annual hayride at our hall.  There were 150 clients and helpers in 
attendance.  We had 3 tractors and wagons for rides supplied by Frank Stockermans,  Bill 
Vandenberk,  and  Steve Vandenberk ( driven by Frank Devet).  We also had a horse (Tara) and wagon supplied 
by Lee Garnham of Forest. There were smiles all around . We had a sprinkle of rain at the start, but then it 
cleared up for the rest of the day. Thanks to Jack and Jose Van Haastert for organizing the day and to all the 
volunteers that came out to work in the kitchen and help the clients on and off the wagons to make this event 
a great success.  We also held our 2nd card social night on Fri., April 5. Thank you to those who came out and 
brought a friend to make this event another success. 
 
    Our next meeting will be held at our hall on Thurs., April 25th  at 8 pm. Hope to see you all there. 
 

 
 
 

             
   
 
           A Salaam 

         GC Doug Willsie  

 

                  
 

mailto:algarva168@execulink.com


 Next meeting: Thursday, April 25th at 8:00pm.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 

 

We presented a check to Forest Community Connections   

to update their kitchen facilities. $8000 was presented, we                  

look forward to seeing their progress. 

 

 

 

    
 
 

 
For the Good of the Order: 

Ed Mommersteegs’ name was drawn.  He was not 

in attendance so he did not take home the pot of 

$31.00. You could be the next luck winner but you 

must be at the meeting to collect. GOOD LUCK! 

 
 

Order of the Alhambra has a 

Facebook page. 

Visit us at 

@alhambragrandbend 

 

From the Chaplaincy:   

  
 
 If we desire to follow Jesus to the resurrection… 
we also need to follow Him through the 
desert.  As the Lenten season continues our 
Lenten observance is allowed to evolve, fasting 
and prayer tends to stir our inner soul.  You may 
consider setting your morning alarm 10 minutes 
earlier to start your day with meditative prayer, 
thus allowing us to be better prepared for the 
challenges of the day, and to recognize the areas 
in our life that need our attention.   It’s through 
suffering and death that brings us to true joy, 
peace and resurrected life. 
 
 
Brother in Christ      
John Lammers     
Deacon 
519 490 3832 
 
"Speak Lord...  your Servant is Listening" 
 

 

THANK YOUS 

 

Thank you to Rick Vanos and Frank 

Backx for organizing the April card social. 

Great fun was had by all! 

 

Thank you to Jack and Jose for the 

fantastic wagon rides. 

 

 

 

Thank you to Gerry and Jim for selling 

daffodiles for the Canadian Cancer 

Society. 

Annual Fun Day – June 12 

Rose is once again planning our annual fun 

day. This year the theme is Carnival. If you 

have any ideas for games please share with 

Rose. 

 
Cash Draw Dance – Nov.22 

 The tickets will be printed and sent out to 

members early summer. Note: The Early 

Bird draw will be $250 this year. 

 

St. Francis Advocates Golf Tournament 

  June 21 

  Oakwood Resort 

Lcds- Annual Charity Golf Tournament 

  July 18, 8:00am registraton 

  Widder Station 
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APRIL-2019-NEWSLETTER 
FROM:  DENISE BLAKELY, denise@orderofalhambra.org 

Like us on Facebook. www.facebook.com/orderofalhambra and follow us on: Twitter@orderofalhambra 
VSC J. R. BLACK’S MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Please support VSC’s Membership Drive, this runs March, April and May. 
MEMBERSHIP 

Are you utilizing all of your members? Are there only a select few that show to your fundraisers? Does each member 
have a specific responsibility? As we are always searching for new members, we also want to keep the members 
we have.  I receive comments from members who want to leave or have left the Order. The reason being is they did 
not feel like they were needed to do anything. They were just there as a number and not a participant. They wanted 
responsibilities. I received a reinstatement not long ago that when asked on the form why did you leave the Order, 
their response was, “I did not know I was an official member. I never heard from anyone.”  We need to make certain 
that each member feels wanted and holds a specific duty. When this is done maybe the select few that you can 
always count on will get some help. Alhambra is a family and we can work as one. I do not want to offend anyone; I 
just want to share what is being received on my end. I just want to help improve the great caravans we have.  
Please remember, what is not taught is caught! People are watching what we do and what we are about. Lead by 
example. Let each member know how valuable they are with providing each member a job when they are initiated. 
Make them feel as a part of your caravan family. 
I also encourage your caravan to advertise who we are at your events. Have signs, banners, etc. I receive phone 
calls from people who say how great we are and how much they enjoyed a function they attended or even to call 
and say they received a scholarship from us. Then they follow through with calling us the Knights or some other 
organization. Please advertise the Alhambra at your events! 
☺I WANT TO CONTINUE TO SHOW MY APPRECIATION FOR YOUR HARDWORK AND DEDICATION.  I AM 
GIVING EVERY SPONSOR OF A NEW MEMBER A FREE RAFFLE TICKET FOR ALL APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED BY MAY 15, 2019.  

THE SUPREME COMANDER’ CHALLENGE 
Supreme Commander, Michael Stakem is challenging each individual caravan to a contest-of-competition. 
The contest is to beat him in the number of new members recruited and initiated from January 1 through 
June 30. That’s right, your caravan against him. Bragging rights are at stake. Once in a lifetime prizes to be 
awarded at our convention, BRING IT ON! ☺ 

WEARING THE FEZ IN MASS FROM SUPREME CHAPLAIN, FATHER PAUL BALLIEN 
Sir/Lady Nobles are to wear the fez at the beginning of Mass, all the way through the first couple of readings. 
Sir/Lady Nobles will then remove their fez just prior to the reading of the Gospel when the priest or deacon 
says:  “The Lord be with you.” When the priest or deacon says, “The Lord be with you,” the people respond, “And 
with your spirit.” The priest or deacon then says: “A reading from the holy Gospel according to…” And then he reads 
the gospel. After the Gospel is read, the priest or deacon will say: “The Gospel of the Lord.” Then the people 
respond by saying: “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.” At that point, the priest, deacon or bishop will (should) kiss 
the gospel and then the Sir/Lady Nobles will at that point put their fez back on. Sir/Lady Nobles will continue to wear 
their fez until after the gifts are brought up to the altar. After the priest (or bishop) prays the prayer over the gifts he 
will once again say or sing: “The Lord be with you.” At that point Sir/Lady Nobles will remove their fez and will not 
put it back on until after Communion. When the Eucharist is put back in the tabernacle after Communion is over, and 
the tabernacle doors are closed, that is when the fez is put back on and will be worn for the rest of the Mass. As for 
the sash and medallion, these may be worn throughout the duration of mass. 

BOOSTER ADS-CONVENTION 
WE NEED YOUR HELP WITH THE BOOSTER BOOK. Please consider purchasing an ad, memorial and/or booster 
in the 2019 Convention Booklet. We need everyone’s participation.  I am asking each caravan to show your support 
and gratitude to your Supreme Director by sending an ad supporting your Supreme Director! 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
Scholarship Committee will be announcing the recipient names soon. All Supreme Directors will be notified. 

58TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION, BALTIMORE, MD 
PLEASE START MAKING YOUR RESERVATIONS FOR THE 2019 CONVENTION IN BALTIMORE, MD.  PLEASE CALL A.S.A.P. 

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM. THIS HOTEL FILLS UP FAST AND WE HAVE A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF ROOMS.  A CREDIT CARD IS 
TAKEN JUST TO HOLD YOUR ROOM, NOTHING WILL BE CHARGED TO YOUR ACCOUNT UNTIL YOU CHECK-OUT.  PLEASE 

CONTACT THE DOUBLE TREE BY HILTON, 410-859-8400 AND TELL THEM YOU ARE WITH THE ORDER OF ALHAMBRA 
CONVENTION. DATES ARE: JULY 28, 2019 - JULY 30, 2019.  YOU MAY WANT TO ARRIVE ON SATURDAY, JULY 27, 2019 AND 

CHECK OUT JULY 31, 2019.  IF YOU NEED ACCOMENDATIONS, PLEASE LET THE HOTEL KNOW. 
MEMBERSHIP SUCCESS BEGINS WITH THE NEXT NEW MEMBER 
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Memberships 
Membership dues are past due 
and still being collected. This year 
our membership is $65. Please 
get your dues in ASAP.  We are 
currently at 53 members, 4 of 
these members with unpaid dues. 
If you know someone that might 
be interested please encourage 
them to sit in at a meeting to see 

all the great things we do. 
 
 

 

 

The Last Word 

By Bernice Cadman 

Everyday while I’m at work, I am so fortunate to see success stories. It 

could be as simple as the success of reading a word, putting a smile on 

someones face or even having a student sit quietly for a couple of 

minutes while we are busy attending to other tasks. Today, I would like 

to share one of our students success story. This young man, Eric, has 

been a great addition to our class 5 years ago. He started 5 years ago not 

wanting to participate in many school lessons, because his joy in life was 

his electronics. Through the years of the staff, fellow students, and 

volunteers, in my class, patiently teaching and expecting things of Eric, 

he slowly became an independent young man we can leave to cook pasta, 

do dishes and tidy up our classroom. Eric is now doing these tasks with a 

smile on his face. He came to school one day asking if he could take 

home a copy of the recipe for pasta that he makes 2-3 times a week for 

our breakfast/lunch program. That is an accomplishment, not only did he 
ask for the recipe but he went home and made lunch for is mom one 

Sunday, with minimal help. One of the reasons  this became a success 

story is because of his electronics. We allowed Eric to listen to his music 

while working, we allowed him to use his electronics while eating 

snacks. Even though Eric works better with his electronics “attached” to 

him, this young man continues to notice and be friends with everyone in 

his class. He never walks by one of our students without saying “hi” or 

checking to see how they are feeling. What a pleasure for me to be part of 

Erics’ story.  

Thank you to all the people that donate to our class, that allow us to run 

our breakfast program, to teach our students valuable life skills. Many 

volunteers help make the success of our students possible. 

 

        Bernice Cadman 

                   Master of Communications 

 

Calendar of Events 

      

April: 

April 25          Regular Meeting, Alcazar 

8:00pm   

April 28          Founders Day Mass, Zurich 

9:00am   

 

May: 

May 11           Veens Wedding, Legacy Center 

May 30           Regular Meeting, Alcazar 

8:00pm   

June: 

June 12           Fun Day, Legacy Center 

June 22           Vandenberg, 50th Anniversary 

June 27           Regular Meeting, Alcazar 

8:00pm   

July: 

July 13            Golf Tournament 

July 25           Regular Meeting, Alcazar 

8:00pm   

 

Dates and times are subject to 

change, so 

Please check each month. 

 

 

 

 

Eric putting pasta in 
boiling water. 

Eric is gathering 
all the equipment 
to make pasta. 
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