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Dr.  Donnie L. Nero Sr. 
 

òThoughts from the Presidentó 

 

Looking back on my years of learning at Dunjee High School, the fondest memories are those 

shared at the feet of the dedicated teachers and administrators who imparted much more than 

any bestselling novel could reveal. If given another opportunity to let them know the impact 

they had on my life, it would be an honor to catalog the fruit of their labors.  The wisdom and 

work ethic imparted on my behalf may have taken years to realized, but I am truly a better per-

son because of their exhausting efforts in educating students such as me.  

  

As we celebrate and recognize the contributions of our third class of inductees into the Okla-

homa African American Educators Hall of Fame, it becomes apparent; the teaching profession 

has been elevated to a position of honor because of the tireless service rendered by these astute 

educators.  We cannot overshadow, duplicate or ignore the trodden pathways of our inductees.   

Their influence upon the lives of students, colleagues and dignitaries worldwide will resonate in 

perpetuity. 

  

The compilations of years of service among the inductees are impeccable and punctuate the ef-

fect upon the lives of many through their guidance.  I am confident, those privileged to sit at the 

feet of these pioneers, are fortunate to have been recipients of such wealth. 

  

The Oklahoma African Educators Hall of Fame, Inc. extends congratulations to each honoree 

for their dedication to the State of Oklahoma. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Donnie L. Nero Sr. 
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Mrs. Hilma Ligons Barnes         Mr. Albert Johnson. Sr.    
          Patterson, New Jersey                   Lawton, Oklahoma    
 
Mrs. Eunice Walker Edison        Dr. Donnie L. Nero Sr. 
      Lawton, Oklahoma          Clearview, Oklahoma    
 
President John Hargrave        Mrs. Shirley Ballard Nero 
          Ada, Oklahoma                       Clearview, Oklahoma 
 
Mrs. Kay Hargrave           Mr. Don Shaw , Esq. 
 Ada, Oklahoma         Idabel, Oklahoma 
 
Mr. Orlando Hazley     
          Tulsa, Oklahoma                         

                        2011 Inaugural Inductees 
 

 

     Mr. Curtis Brackeen   Dr. Meshack M. Sagini 
            Muskogee, Oklahoma                   Langston, Oklahoma 
 
    Mrs. Willie Mae Etheridge  Mr. Eddie Walter Warrior 
            Checotah/Warrior , Oklahoma                   Muskogee, Oklahoma 
 
    Dr. Henry Kirkland Jr.  Mrs. Jimmie Beatrice White Williams 
            Atoka, Oklahoma              Idabel, Oklahoma 
 
    Rev. Willie B. Parker   Dr. La Verne Ford Wimberly 
            Spencer, Oklahoma             Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 
    Mr. William Robert Patterson  Mr. Tom Anthony Withers Jr. 
                Lawton, Oklahoma             Clearview, Oklahoma 

2012  Second  Annual Inductees 
 

 
      Mr. Harold C. Aldridge Sr.  Mr. Willie Frank Hurte 
           Taft, Oklahoma                Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
 
     Dr. Chalon E. Anderson   Mr. Albert Johnson Sr. 
           Oklahoma City, Oklahoma                Lawton, Oklahoma 
 
     Dr. Loretta Brown Collier  Mr. Herbert Clarence King
            Tulsa, Oklahoma                Lawton, Oklahoma 
 
     Mrs. Gladys Marie Foshee  Dr. Frederick D. Moon 
             Sapulpa, Oklahoma                    Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
 
     Mr. Sylvester òProfó Franklin  Dr. Mendell L. Simmons 
                Haskell, Oklahoma                    Norman, Oklahoma 
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Welcome      Mrs. Joyce Henderson 

        Nomination Committee Chair, 

        Board of Directors, Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Invocation      Mr. Jimmie White, Warner, OK 

        OAAE HOF Treasurer 

        OAAE HOF Board of Directors 

 

Dinner 

 

Opening Remarks     Dr. Donnie L. Nero Sr., Clearview, OK 

                   President: OAAE Hall of Fame 

        Board of Directors 

 

2013 Induction Ceremony    Dr. Donnie L. Nero Sr. 

 

2013 OAAE Hall of Fame Program  

2013 Inductees: 
 

 

      Mrs. Eva Gallimore Boyd  Dr. Freeta Jones-Porter 
             Chickasha Oklahoma                 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

 

     Mrs. Lou Eddie Goodlow Burris  Dr. Wanda J. Pollard-Johnson 
             Broken Bow, Oklahoma                Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
 

     Dr. Ada Sipuel Fisher   Dr. Betty G. Mason            
         Oklahoma City, Oklahoma         Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

 

     Mr. Charles L. Henry   Mr. Willard G. Parker 
             Lawton, Oklahoma                    Muskogee, Oklahoma 

 

     Mrs. Lettie Ruth Hunter   Ms. Thelma Reece Parks 
                Oklahoma City, Oklahoma         Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

 
 
 

 Closing Remarks    Mr. Bruce Fisher 

       Administrative Program Officer 

       Oklahoma History Center 



Oklahoma African American Educators Hall of Fame Inductees 

Mrs. Lou Eddie Goodlow Burris 
ñEducator of Special Needsò 

 

     Lou Eddie Goodlow Burris, born to Jimmie and Helen Goodlow in Harris, Okla-

homa on April 9, 1937, attended elementary school at Oak Grove in rural Idabel and 

junior high at Booker T. Washington, Idabel, Oklahoma. She graduated 1954 and 

enrolled at Langston University that summer. While attending Langston, she was a 

majorette and cheerleader for the Langston Lions. In July 1958, she received her 

Bachelor of Science degree in elementary education.  In 1969, she earned her Mas-

terôs degree from Oklahoma State University.  In 1961, Lou Eddie wed A. W. Burris 

and together they raised two sons,   A. W. ñChuckò Jr. and Mike. 

     Mrs. Burris began teaching at Dunbar School in Broken Bow. The following year, she accepted a position at St. 

Mark Elementary School in Idabel teaching fifth through eighth graders in the same classroom. In addition, she 

served as the custodian, cook, basketball coach and 4-H Club sponsor.  She transported many of her students to 

and from school in the (homemade) bed of her 1955 green pick-up. In 1963, she became a second grade teacher at 

Booker T. Washington Elementary in Idabel. 

     Prior to the start of the 1964 school year, Superintendent Woodrow Holman began plans to implement a new 

program. He asked Mrs. Burris to become the first special education teacher in Idabel Public Schools.  She taught 

in that capacity at various schools in the district: Central Elementary, George Elementary, Idabel Junior High, and 

Idabel High School for a total of 45 years retiring in 1999.  Due to an increase in the number of students requiring 

service at the high school level, she returned to the classroom in 2003.  She retired again in 2010. 

     Mrs. Burris earned many awards and recognitions in her career and made significant professional accomplish-

ments.  In 1974, she organized the 13th Chapter of the American Federation of the Kiamichi Council of Excep-

tional Children in McCurtain County and they elected her the first President of the chapter. In 1979, she served as 

President of the Southeast District 5 Oklahoma Education Association. 

    Mrs. Burrisô awards include the 1980 Special Education Resource Teacher of the Year of Oklahoma and the 

1995,  Council of Exceptional Childrenôs Eva Robinson Award. She also served on the State Executive Board of 

the Council of Exceptional Children and served as Vice-President of the Elementary Mathematics Association of 

Southeast Oklahoma.  On the local level, she served as Secretary of the Idabel Education Association, state dele-

gate to the 45th and 51st Annual International Convention for the Council of Exceptional Children in 1967 & 1973, 

and received three Oklahoma State Department of Education Traineeship grants. She also spearheaded coordina-

tion of the first OFCEC state convention.  . She is a life member of the Oklahoma Retired Educators Association 

and Langston University Alumni Association. 

     In her career, Lou Eddie Goodlow Burris taught children with varying degrees of exceptionalities. She took the 

time to identify each childôs strengths and weaknesses and strongly believed in empowering children with disabili-

ties to be self sufficient and productive members in society. 

     In 1978, she received a Christmas card from the parents of a former student. On the card, they wrote, ñWe still 

have doctors tell us that his progress is contributed greatly to your efforts when he was younger. I have thought of 

the many children that have missed the training that Dean received, and we thank God that he had a teacher that 

cared.ò 

Mrs. Eva Louise Gallimore Boyd (Posthumously) 
ñ Transformer of Educationò 

 
     Eva Gallimore, born to Dallas and Hattie Gallimore on November 28, 1904 in 

Dublin, Georgia,  moved to Okmulgee, Oklahoma in 1907. After graduating from 

Dunbar High School in Okmulgee, she enrolled at the Detroit Conservatory of Mu-

sic in Michigan where she obtained her Bachelor of Music degree.  While there, 

she served as a pianist for noted composer, Edward H. Boatner. Later, she com-

pleted graduate studies at the University of Kansas in Kansas City, Kansas and 

Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois. 
     In 1929, she began her career as a music teacher at Lincoln School in Chicka-

sha, Oklahoma where she created a music program for students in grades one 

through twelve. She created and expanded the music program at the district level 

and at the state level. On August 23, 1934, she married Charles L. Boyd.  

      Because of her involvement with the Negro Music Teachers Association and Oklahoma Association of Negro 

Teachers, she established and shaped the standards for the quality of excellence in music in the state.  In 1954, 

Mrs. Boyd served as president of the Oklahoma State Choral Festival Program . She promptly used her position to 

seize the opportunity to recruit the festival to Chickasha. Although Langston University normally served as the site 

of the festival, they moved it to Chickasha and over 500 students attended the festival. 

     She continued to teach music; often using it as a platform to raise the awareness of injustice of racism and seg-

regation. In 1966, she relocated to Chickasha Junior High School. She taught for 43 years in Chickasha Public 

Schools until her retirement in 1972. 

     Mrs. Boyd held offices in several professional organizations and clubs. She was President of the Southwest 

District Festival, Chickasha Classroom Teachersô Association, Grady County Retired Teachersô Association, and 

the MacDowell Music Club of Chickasha. She was secretary of the Chickasha Negro Chamber of Commerce and 

a member of Chickasha Branch of National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and life member 

of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

     She often hosted musical events which included the Prairie View Universityôs Music Department, Dr. Mary 

McLeod Bethune and attorney Thurgood Marshall. 

     Eva Gallimore Boyd genuinely believed that music could transform lives and transcend across racial lines.  

During her career in education and beyond, she made a daily effort to encourage, enrich, and empower people 

through music education and cultural awareness.  



Dr. Ada Sipuel Fisher (Posthumously) 
ñAdvocate for Excellenceò 

 

    Ada Lois Sipuel was born on February 6, 1924, in Chickasha, Oklahoma to Rev-

erend and Mrs. Travis Sipuel.  After graduating as class Valedictorian from Lincoln 

High School in Chickasha, she enrolled at Langston University from which she 

obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1945.  In 1948, she attempted to enroll as a 

law student at the University of Oklahoma in Norman. Her denied admittance led 

her to become the plaintiff in the landmark case, Sipuel v. Oklahoma Board of Re-

gents.  For three and one-half years, while attending the University of Oklahoma, 

she was often under the spotlight as the only African-American student at the law 

school until she won the case.  In 1951, she earned her Juris Doctor. Later, the Uni-

versity recognized her for this feat when they named her as an inaugural member of 

the honorary Order of the Owl Hall of Fame. 

     After a successful career as an attorney, Dr. Fisher made a career change and moved into the halls of academia. 

In 1956, she began her tenure at Langston University as an Instructor in American History and Political Science. 

Concurrently she served as the universityôs Director of Public Relations.  

     In 1967, Dr. Fisher ascended to the rank of Professor and Chair of the Social Science Department at Langston. 

After 30 years, Dr. Fisher retired from the university in 1987.  She remained committed to the university post re-

tirement. When faced with the possibility of closing its doors, Langston University sought out Dr. Fisher whose 

steadfast determination and tenacity were primary factors in the continued existence of the only Historically Black 

University in Oklahoma.  

      In 1955, she served as Counsel for two Oklahoma desegregation cases Troullier v. Oklahoma College for 

Women Board of Regents and Grant et al. v. Taylor, Supt.  The Smithsonian Institute named her as one of ñ150 

Black Women who have had the most impact on the Course of American History in 1981. In 1984, Langston Uni-

versity awarded Dr. Fisher the Black Heritage Award.  She received the Oklahoma City Retrospective Civil Rights 

Award in 1985.  The documentary, In Search of Justice, featured her in a nationwide showing during the 1987 Bi-

centennial celebration of the United States Constitution.  In1988, the Oklahoma Black Legislative Caucus pre-

sented to her the A.C. Handlin Award.  

     In 1991, the University of Oklahoma awarded Dr. Fisher an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters degree. In 

1992, the Oklahoma Regents appointed her to their Board and  in 1996, inducted her posthumously into the Okla-

homa Womenôs Hall of Fame and into the Oklahoma Higher Education Hall of Fame in 2002.   

     Throughout her career, she maintained membership in professional organizations at the local, state and national 

level. She was a member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, Oklahoma Bar As-

sociation, Oklahoma Education Association, National Education Association, Oklahoma Higher Education Alumni 

Council, Eta Phi Beta National Professional Womenôs Sorority, and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

     Dr. Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher was far more than a name of a landmark case in Oklahoma History. The ruling in 

her case effectively led to the desegregation of graduate programs at Oklahoma University and Oklahoma State 

University.   She knocked down barriers that had previously blocked the path of African American students in 

higher education. Her legacy is entrenched in Oklahoma History.  Dr. Fisher died in October 1995. 

Mr. Charles L. Henry (Posthumously) 
ñMentor and Teacherò 

 
     Charles L. Henry was born in Hope, Arkansas on May 14, 1917 to Robert and 

Nannie Henry. He attended elementary, junior high and high school in Hope; 

graduating from Yerger High in 1934. He attended college at Texas College in 

Tyler and graduated magna cum laude in 1938 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Liberal Arts. 

     He went on to attain a Masterôs Degree in Romance Language in 1941 from 

Atlanta University in Georgia.  He was fluent in French, Spanish, and Italian. In 

1962, he earned another masterôs degree, this time in Chemistry from the Univer-

sity of Oklahoma followed by post-graduate studies in Chemistry at Colorado 

State College. 

     In 1938, he began his career in education at Boyd High School in Fredrick, 

Oklahoma where he taught Science. Later, he became Assistant Principal at that school.  In 1943, he accepted a 

teaching position at Douglass High School in Lawton, Oklahoma. A brief stint in the military during World War II 

interrupted his career in education. He accepted a position at the Bureau of Standards in Washington. D.C. While 

there, he took advantage of the opportunity to further his education. He enrolled at Howard University.  

     Henry returned to Lawton where he resumed teaching at Douglass.  With the implementation of integration, 

Douglass closed and he accepted a position as a science teacher at the predominantly white Eisenhower High 

School. He retired from that school in 1981 having amassed 43 years cumulative in the field of education. 

     Henry was a highly respected and integral member of the Lawton Douglass community. His image is included 

on a mural of important leaders on the exterior wall of Patterson Community Center in Lawton.  Respect for Henry 

did not diminish with his move to Eisenhower. He had the inept ability to connect with his students and that was a 

guiding force in his ability to teach them. He distinguished himself professionally as an educator who influenced a 

broad sector of students of all ethnicities. 

     He served in leadership positions in the Professional Education Association of Lawton, delegate to the Okla-

homa Education Association convention, and President of the ACT Executive Committee.  He was a member of 

the Lawton branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and Omega Psi Phi Frater-

nity.  

     After marriages to Inola Frances Hinchen and Almeda Lewis, Henry was widowed two times. His last marriage 

was to another 2013 posthumous inductee, Lettie Ruth Hunter. In May of 1999, Mr. Henry passed away in Lawton. 


