
The conception, construction and evolution of the Judy Black Park has been the
result of many individuals, families and businesses throughout our community. We
are both humbled by and grateful for the incredible efforts that have created our
gathering place. From the farmers who participated in our inaugural farmers market
to the businesses who sponsored our first outdoor movies to the artists who hung
their art on our walls—all hoping that people would come. And people most surely
came.

The park, given its central location and year-round programs, has helped shape the
Depot in meaningful ways. We remain mindful of the balance required to honor and
preserve the traditions and character that define our small town, while thoughtfully
embracing progress and improvement. As we embark upon the park’s first strategic
planning process to help chart the park’s direction for the rest of this decade, we
welcome your ideas and feedback regarding our collective future.

As I prepare to cycle off the board this spring according to our by-laws, I would like
to extend my deepest thanks to my fellow trustees, our staff, donors, sponsors,
volunteers, artists, farmers and community members for what has been an incredibly
rewarding nine years of service. A huge thanks goes to fellow trustees Pels
Matthews, Patrick Horan and Wilson Henley, who similarly have served nine years
alongside me. Their leadership and involvement have played a tremendous role in
shaping the Judy Black Park into what it is today and I am profoundly grateful for
their partnership. See you at the park!

—Karyn Detje, President

2025 Annual Report
The Judy Black Memorial Park and Gardens

Judy Black Park comes alive
through the artists, market vendors,
partners, volunteers, and visitors
who fill it with energy. I’m grateful
for a year supported by our
incredible community and offer
heartfelt thanks to our departing
trustees for their support and
service under Karyn’s steady
leadership as we honor what
endures, welcome new voices, and
hold community at the heart of it
all.

—Laura Neminski
Executive Director

KARYN DETJE
President

KARYN DETJE
President

LAURA NEMINSKI
Executive Director
LAURA NEMINSKI
Executive Director



HAPPENINGS

“I can't say enough about this exquisite art
venue and the amazing support they provided—
from the nominating committee, to the board,
and to those who tirelessly administer to the
daily responsibilities of overseeing the success
of each art show, the experience was beyond
my wildest expectations."

—Jeff McCracken, 2025 exhibiting artist

Patricia Avellan | Chris Barnard | Doug Bloom
Greta Boesel | Stace Dillard | Joe Gitterman
Frank Greco | Brooke Hirsheimer | Jeff Joyce
Leonard Kady | Jeff McCracken | Heather Neilson
Justin Perlman | Region 12 Students | Greg St. John
Doug White

EXHIBITING ARTISTS

Top row from left to right: Justin Perlman and Doug
Bloom; Greta Boesel; Greg St. John; Chris Barnard.
Bottom left: Frank Greco. Middle row from left to
right: Stace Dillard, Brooke Hirsheimer. Bottom
right: Jeff McCracken with wife, Janet.

ANNUAL FUNRAISERMOVIE NIGHTS FARMERS MARKET

We hosted a vine cutting
celebration in November
for the new pergola at
the park. This sculptural
installation features
eleven “floating” wooden
stems, a design that
complements the spirit
of the park inspired by
nature, community and
connections. We are
grateful to all who
brought this vision to life.

NEW PERGOLA



BOARD OF TRUSTEES SPOTLIGHT

KARYN DETJEKARYN DETJE
Board President

Sits on all committees
Trustee

Exhibition and
Development Committees

PELS MATTHEWSPELS MATTHEWS
Board Vice President
Building & Grounds and

Development Committees

PATRICK HORANPATRICK HORAN
Trustee

(former Treasurer)
Finance Committee

“My most significant
contributions to the park are
formalizing the bookkeeping,
creating the capital and
endowment funds and
bringing forth a balanced
annual budget.”

“My most significant
contribution to the park is
starting the FUNraiser as a
vehicle for both helping fund
the park and bringing
community members
together over a musical
performance.”

“I am most proud of my work
on the Exhibition
Committee. We developed
and implemented a process
that allows us to showcase
so many talented artists.”

“My greatest achievement is
helping to bring the
founders’ vision to life—the
park as a place for all. It
remains a guiding principle
for decision making,
impacting our programming
and development priorities.“

In 2026, we honor and celebrate the dedication of four board members who have contributed to the park’s tremendous
growth over the past nine years. In June, the terms of Karyn Detje, Pels Matthews, Wilson Henley and Patrick Horan will
expire. These extraordinary leaders have been pivotal in launching the park forward from its earliest days as a new
addition in town to becoming a central fixture as a gathering space where residents and visitors come to relax, learn, play
together and share all that our community offers. We are deeply grateful for their service to the park.

2025 EXPENSES BUSINESS SPONSORS
Connecticut Community Foundation | Depot Dog Boutique | Gallagher
Gunn Memorial Library | Litchfield Distillery | National Iron Bank 
William Raveis Lifestyles Realty

GIFTS-IN-KIND
Arbor Services | Cotille Davis | Five Janes | Helmstead Farm | Hickory Stick
Bookshop | Litchfield Distillery | Laura Neminski | New Curds on the Block
Ox Hollow Farm | Richard Rosiello | Carolyn Setlow | Jennifer Urquhart
Washington Pizza | William Raveis Lifestyles Realty

VOLUNTEERS
Christine Armstrong** | Kyle Davis | Karyn Detje* | Andrew Flatt* | Rachel
Freedberg* | Baba Frew | Peter Frew | Ronald Garfunkel** | Pastor Robyn
Gray | Delaney Grimes | Wilson Henley* | Dave Hoffman | Patrick Horan*
Alexandra Ince* |Susan Lerner* | Michelle Madden* | Ryan Marks | Pels
Matthews* | Maria Mostajo* | Holden Neminski | Vi Owens | Tiana Panagos
Ben Paletsky* | Dawn Pasquin* | Liselotte Perrella | Victoria Rowan | David
Ruchman | Diana Sadtler | Holly Shannon | Carolyn Setlow** | Jennifer Cox
Jennifer Urquhart* | David Varnish* | Darryl Wright*
     *Current Trustee    **Past Trustee

WILSON HENLEYWILSON HENLEY



@judyblackpark
judyblackpark.org

Andrew Flatt
Rachel Freedberg

Michelle Gorra
Wilson Henley
Patrick Horan
Susan Lerner

Michelle Madden
Maria Mostajo
Ben Paletsky

Dawn Pasquin
David Varnish
Darryl Wright

Board of Trustees & Staff
Washington Park Foundation, Inc.

Karyn Detje, President
Pels Matthews, Vice President

Alexandra Ince, Secretary
Jennifer Urquhart, Treasurer

Laura Neminski, Executive Director
Elyse Sadtler, Marketing Director
Cotille Davis, Programs Director

Denise Trevenen, President Emerita (deceased)

LOOKING AHEAD

Many photographs throughout this publication are by
Jonathan Beckerman of beckermanphotography.com. 

“Volunteering at the Judy Black Park has been one of my
happy places this past summer. The sense of community and
the joy of helping create a vibrant gathering place make
every week special, with different activities to look forward
to. It’s a wonderful way to give back, connect with people,
and be part of something that truly makes Washington a very
special place.”

—Liselotte Perrella, park volunteer



2025 DONORS & SUPPORTERS
DAFFODILS • Up to $149

Starr & Noel Evans
Angelo Maria Farenga
Ann & Michael Feinberg
Elizabeth & Timothy Fenton
Mia Ferrara-Pelosi
Kathryn & Dennis Flaherty
Sandra & Gary Flood
Ellen Flynn
Ellen Forman
Phil Fox & Bruce Meeks
Grace & Steve Franjola
Matilda Giampietro
Annie & Jack Gilpin
Ferris Gorra
Margaret Green
Joan Hammond
Alison Hanstead & Jeffrey Philp
Maxie & Evan Harnik
Tara Heffernon, in honor of
     Michelle Gorra
Ann Hertberg & Tom Paron
Lauren & Andrew Hoskins
Laurie & Jay Hubelbank
Cristi Hurdle
Jane Hutchison
Sheila Josephson
Ashley Judson
Lesley & William King
Doug Kirby
Leila Larson Klein
Catherine Klema & David Resnick

Judith & Charles LaMuniere
Nancy & Stephen Lasar
Ron Leal
Kirsten Leon
The Leppo Family
Robin & Christopher Linen
Leslie & John Lintner
Koen Loeven
Louis Lombardi
Jaime G. Cobos Lopez
Anne & Seth Low
Nancy Lowenherz
Carroll & Michael Macdonald
Elizabeth MacDonald
Joann Makovitzky
Carole Matteo
Sari Max-Fiss
Susan McCone & Robert Wessely
Tammara McMahon
Chanin Miller
Joseph Mustich
Julia & Braden Neff
Elaine & Tom Peer
Maria J. Pettibone
Willow Plumb
Kim & Albert Pokrywka
Katherine Pomeroy
Debby & Gary Profet
Robin Provey
Alexander Purves
Emma Risley & Scott
     Schereschewsky

Deborah Romano
Jane & Dean Sarjeant
Beth & Franz Schober
Susan & Craig Schoon
Marie & Mark Schwartz
Sherry & Steve Seward
Glenn Sherratt
Dana Shulman
Randall Slack
Henrietta Small
Janet & Ronald Smith
Jamie Jackson Spannhake
Southbury Printing Centre, Inc.
Helen Stewart
Rebecca Stump
Jean Taddonio
Barbara & Peter Talbot
Keri Taylor-Hoffer & John Hoffer
Sherisse Thomas
Erin Walrath
Mary & Robert Weber
Leslie & Richard Weigel
Kathy Weiser
Katie Weiser
Kevin & Mina Wheeler
Zemma & Edmund White
Maureen & Doug White
Whitehall Construction LLC
Ashley Key Williams
Peter Wooster
Jennifer Wynn

Annette Aburdene
Mary E. Adams
Jena Delprete Allee
Denise & Peter Arturi
Judith Auchincloss ★
Susan & Sam Averill
Briana Ball
Carolyn Bensley & Matt Muszala
Kimberly & Marc Blair
Jean Blanchard &
     George Zuckerman
Stacy Bogdonoff
Christina Boni
Laura Moore Brown & Paul Brown
Gay & Carlos M. Canal, Jr. 
Daniel Carew
Melissa & Ron Castonguay
Certilman Frank Family
     Foundation
Elizabeth & Jay Chandler
Christine & Jeremy Chase
Sarah Jane & Michael Chelminski
Nancy Conant
Owen Curtin
Diane Lash Decker
Sue Del Buono
Betsy & Michael DeLuca
Pilar DeMann & Sebastian
     Tillinger
Crissy Dowling
Saun Ellis Drohojowska

Anonymous X2
Penny & William Bardel
Joan & Jeffrey Barist
Katie & Chapin Bates
Marina Belica & Steven Lowy
Lisa & Avi Berg
Darcy & J. Treacy Beyer
Pamela & Michael Bless
Wanda & Stephen Brighenti
Jessica & Alexander Cass
Jean Dwyer Chapin
Manny & Kenyon Clark
Judy & Bruce Coleman
Adele Conner & Stephen Neal
Robert Connolly & Arthur Miller
Jeffrey Coploff
Sally & Steven Cornell
Andrew Craven & Joe Hoban
Melissa Cushing & David Azad
Kim DeYoung & Rich Pomerantz
Bernie Dishy

Josephine Dobkin
Diane Drey & Melvin Winokur
Laura Driscoll
Margaret & Lester Edelman
Lisa & Lee Einbinder
Tal Fagin & Robert Copen
Mink & Austin Farmer
Mallory Farmer
Stephanie Fenwick
Margaret Ferguson
Lori & Steve Fineman
Emily FitzHugh
Maryellen & Ray Furse
Camille & David Gillespie
Joanna Gitterman
David Goldberg
Ashley Goodale & C.J. Muse
Anne & Jeff Gray
Susannah Gray & John F. Lyons
Anne & Nikko Hayes
Paul Healy & Didier Malaquin

Patricia O'Reilly
Vi & Reese Owens
Elizabeth Page ★
Steven Pagglioli
Mary Louise Pappas
Suzie Paxton & Patrick Horan
Liselotte Perrella
Ali Psomas
Pam & John Quist
Elizabeth & Thomas Rickart
Pamela & Adam Riess
Roberta Robbins
Victoria C. Rowan &
     James Braly
Holly Russell
Carla Sacks & John Morris
Carol & John Santoleri
Roberta Satow & Richard Wool
Katie Ré Scheidt & Eric Scheidt
Joy Schein
Dani Shapiro & Michael Maren

Hickory Stick Bookshop
Lucy Hunter
Judy Jackson & Bruce Haims
Elise Jaffe & Jeffrey Brown
Glenn Kaplan
Rachel & Thomas Kelly
Cynthia King Vance &
     Lee Vance
Beth Lauren
Regine Laverge-Schade
Ilene J. Leff
Susan & Steven Levkoff
Brita Lombardi & Gavin Bishop
Isla & Mark Lowe
Wendy Luers
Alice Maggin & Wayne Nelson
Andrea Mann & Mitch Scherzer
Tracy Liz Miller & Kent Burnham
Susan Monserud
Sarah Mudge
Laura & Perry Neminski

BEAUTYBERRIES • $150 - $499



2025 DONORS & SUPPORTERS
BEAUTYBERRIES • $150 - $499 (continued)

Bruce Tuchman
Dana & David Vargo
Barbara Von Schreiber
Washington Food Market
Katie & Heath Watkin

Shanon & Brett Wheeler
Lilah Wise
Jillian Wood & Connor Duffey
James Worth

Craig Schubert
Susan & James Scott
Karen Silk
Bradley Silver
Maureen & Rob Sladen

Susan E. Smith
B.K. & Peary Stafford
Julia & James Streit
Kathy & Kevin Taylor
Weston Thorn

GOLDEN RAIN TREES • $500 - $999
Anonymous
Linda & Philip Andryc
Michelle Balfour &
     Raffiq Nathoo
Vincent Casey & Robert Duke
Sheila W. Condon
Elizabeth & Larry Dexheimer
Caton Downey & Andrew
     Trevenen ★, in memory of
     Denise Trevenen
Philip Farmer
Catherine & Walter
     Fiederowicz

Rachel & Jared Freedberg
Steven Fuchs & Brian
     Lancaster
Karen Garver
David & Sharon Gilmore
Karen & Henry Glanternik
Wendy & Jim Gorman
Judith Gorra
Michelle & Michael Gorra
Anne & John Herrmann Jr.
Sheryl S. Leach & Howard
     Rosenfeld
Stacey & David Lender

Susan Lerner & Arthur Sachs
Lois & Richard Lewis
Jay Liese & Mark Mobley
Laura & James Lowe
Michelle Madden
Betsy & Ecton Manning
Susan & Philip Markert
Mary & Simon Metz
Maria Mostajo & Mark Schein
Rebecca & Jim Neary
Claire & Sam Nitze
Dawn Pasquin &
     Michael Cordelli

Harriet Shapiro
Jean Solomon & Tyler Smith
Barbara Spakowski Wodtke &
     Peter Wodtke
Electa & David Varnish
West Mountain Builders
Kelly & David Williams
Laurie & Bob Wolfe
Donna & Darryl Wright

DOGWOODS
$1,500-$2,499

Pamela & Scott Bowman ★
Maria & Woodrow Campbell
Karyn Detje & Sal Sorce
Richard Schlosberg &
     Marian Dar
Nicole Tongue & Allen Kovac
Katherine Wenning &
     Michael Dennis
Eileen Young

RIVER BIRCHES
$2,500-$4,999

Bouyea & Associates, Inc.
Andrew Flatt & Richard Lorenti 
Sarah Gager & Roy O'Neil, Jr.
Deborah & Daniel Glass
Halley Harrisburg &
     Michael Rosenfeld
J. Wilson Henley & Bruce
     Glickman
Barbara Kohn
Barbara & Charles R. Robinson
Jennifer Urquhart ★
Allison Walker & Andrew Hamm

WHITE OAKS
$10,000 and up

Chrissy Armstrong &
    Ben Nickoll
Tamara & Bradford
     Bernstein ★
Judy Black, legacy gift
Sandra Breakstone &
     Ronald Garfunkel ★
Gloria & Martin Greenstein ★
Ann Lozman ★

Nicole Alger & Zachary
    Karabell
Murray & Susan Haber
     Charitable Foundation
Stacey & Pels Matthews ★
Nina & Michael Patterson ★
Abigail Pogrebin & David
     Shapiro
Neil & Alison Rubler ★
Sarah & Robert Savage ★

LINDEN TREES
$5,000-$9,999

Carolyn Setlow & Andrew
     Shapiro
Glynn & Mark Snow
Sharon Sternheim & Lon
     Rubackin
Ashley & Alexander von
     Perfall
Donna & Malcolm
     Wattman

Robert Parker & Peter
     Rogness
Perlman Family Foundation
Wendy & Carl Philips ★
Csilla & John Prunier
Caroline Susan Rees &
     Jorn Arne
Sharon & Mark Ruchman

Shauna Holiman &
     Robert Hackney Jr.★
Susan Hirschhorn & Arthur
     Klebanoff
Deborah & Peter Houldin
Alexandra & Brandon Ince
Jennifer Judge & Ethelind
     Coblin
Kathryn & John Kehoe

Julie & Robert Bailey, in honor
     of Ron Garfunkel
Mona & Ajay Bijoor
Lauren & Mark Booth
Maria Elena Dendaluce &
     Joseph Gitterman III
Valerie Friedman
Betsy & David Goldin
Susan & Charles Harris 

JAPANESE MAPLES • $1,000 - $1,499

★ Some or all of this gift was made in support of the endowment fund.

We make every effort to present correct information and apologize for any errors; please inform us of any inaccuracies or
misspellings. All gifts listed were received during the 2025 calendar year.
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