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“The Judy Black Memorial Park and Gardens is the centerpiece of
Washington Depot. The park has established great events for children
and families to enjoy, like Movie Nights in the summer and roasting
marshmallows in the fall. We are grateful to be part of it.”

— Justin Spring, on behalf of National Iron Bank

“In a short time, the Judy Black Park has become the heart of our town.
My husband, Bob, and I want to support the park, to make sure that
it is here for generations to come. There is so much to enjoy, but I love
the music best! Thank you for hosting the “Washington Gives” event.
It means so much to know that your volunteerism is appreciated.”

— Mary Weber

“The Judy Black Memorial Park and Gardens is a warm and welcoming
environment, with changing and stimulating exhibits and events for all
ages. It has become a vital community center complementing other
town venues and activities.”

— Susan Payne

“The Judy Black Park contributes so much to the community. The
amount of entertainment that goes on there is wonderful and so
&

varied. There is always something to suit everyone.”
— Michael Condon

“When the beautiful, colorful Judy Black Memorial Park and Gardens
opened, it gave the community a new lease on life, a place to relax in
solitude or congregate in companionship. It has greatly enhanced our
wellbeing at all levels of experience.”

— Ruth Jaffe

@ @thejudyblackparkandgardens n @thejudyblackpark
WWW.THEJUDYBLACKPARKANDGARDENS.ORG
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Dear friends of the park:

May I start by saying that you and your families are all in my thoughts? As
we are learning new ways to live in these challenging times, I am amazed and
inspired every day by the outpouring of our community spirit, small acts of
kindness, and selfless gestures.

We are proud to present you with our first annual report. Who knew six
years ago, when the abandoned gas station was purchased, that we would be
where we are today — after years of community support, vision, hard work,
blind faith and many sleepless nights? The park is an example of what can be
achieved when people come together. Please read our report, especially Our
Town Square, and feel great pride in all that you helped us accomplish last
year.

Please know that, in this uncertain time, our commitment as a board is to
find new and creative ways to continue fulfilling our mission — to provide a
gathering place for us to relax, learn, play and share all that our community
offers. Although the building will be closed for the immediate future, I
encourage you to drive past the park, walk by when you are in the Depot,
and follow us on Instagram/Facebook; as there is much in store and maybe a
surprise or two to keep your spirits up and connected.

On a personal note, after being involved with this town in many ways over
the years, I have no doubt that, in this extraordinary time, we will be there
to support each other — our local businesses, not-for-profits, schools, and
individuals in need, because that is just what we do. We are an extraordinary
community.

Enjoy the report, and thank you for an amazing 2019.
Warmly,

Denise D. Trevenen
President, Washington Park Foundation

“As executive director, I am honored to
serve as a link between the park and the
community. Delivering on our mission is a
team effort. I could not be more appreciative
of the support of our board of trustees, and of
our volunteers; our musicians, speakers and
artists; and, of course, our event sponsors and
donors. Welcoming friends and neighbors to
the park — our central “gathering place” for
our many events — has been a highlight of
my year.”

— Laura Neminski

Laura Neminski and Denise Trevenen Executive Director

2019 ANNUAL REPORT
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OUR TOWN SQUARE
by Julie King and Carolyn Setlow

When generous donors came together and purchased the
abandoned gas station in the heart of Washington Depot,
their vision was to create a place where the community could
come together -- where bonds among neighbors could be
strengthened, where a sense of belonging could be fostered,
where economic development could be sparked, and where
creativity could be encouraged and shared. And indeed they
did!

‘Throughout 2019, this place that they created welcomed artists,
musicians, actors, and audiences of all ages; local farmers and
Saturday market shoppers. On any given day, the place created
by and for our community became home to an outdoor movie
theatre, a rehearsal space for dancers, an arts and crafts center
for families, a studio for early morning fitness fans, and so
much more.

We are proud of this place and the evolutionary role it plays
in our community, and we are grateful for the support of the
donors, event sponsors, and volunteers who helped to create
this literal and figurative town square at the very crossroads of
our community.

We invite you to experience the Judy Black Memorial Park and
Gardens in many ways. Enjoy a lunch on our picnic table under
the gazebo, or a rest on our benches, or simply a nap on our
lawn. Celebrate our local talent at our exhibitions, concerts, or
dance performances. Meet us at the Saturday farmers market or
attend an outdoor movie. Bring us your ideas for new events
that will bring our community together. And please continue
to support us with your generous donations, so that we might
continue to provide a gathering place in the heart of our town
that you can enjoy and be proud of.




