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2020 ANNUAL REPORT

Dear friends of the park, April, 2021

I write this letter as the plants, bulbs and trees of the park are going through
their miraculous and yet predictable annual spring transformation ---
reminding me of the delicate balance between two of life’s themes, change
and continuity.

We, as the custodians of the Judy Black Memorial Park and Gardens, and
you as our community, have become very familiar with change over the past
pandemic year. We have gathered virtually, not in person. We wore masks
and social distanced at last summer’s farmers market at the park. We enjoyed
Movies@thepark in our cars, rather than in our lawn chairs. We admired art
exhibits in small numbers only or even through the windows - rather than at
artists’ receptions. We made new acquaintances via “Meet Your Neighbor” on
social media, rather than on the lawn. We have reinvented ourselves in the
face of a new reality.

And yet we are comforted by continuity. We look forward to another opening
day of the farmers market in late May this year, when we will again see our
neighbors and favorite farmers—and some new ones too. We again anticipate
the coming season’s outdoor movies, musical events, art shows and other
surprises from the park’s program committee. We look forward to seeing each
other at the park — and at our annual July FUNTraiser!

On a more personal note, I, too, am embracing change. As an original
founder of the park, a board member since our purchase of the property in
2013, and board president since 2017, I am stepping down as president this
spring. Its time for new leadership and fresh ideas. While I am relinquishing
the title of president, my commitment to the park remains strong. I continue
to feel deep gratitude to those generous donors who make the park possible
and to the board who entrusted me with this responsibility. It has been a

labor of love.

While I am handing off the president’s reins, the park enjoys continuity as
well — many longstanding board members and, of course, our dedicated and
talented executive director, Laura Neminski. And finally, to assure that the
park will be there for the community in perpetuity, we will be launching an
endowment campaign over the coming months. Stay tuned.

Enjoy our 2020 annual report -- and the park!
Warmly,

Denise D. Trevenen
President, Washington Park Foundation

October 22, 1962 — May 3, 2021
We pay tribute to Denise, our board president,
a founder of the park and our beloved friend for her

vision, dedication and indomitable spirit.
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THE LITTLE ENGINE THAT COULD

by Laura Neminski, Executive Director

We knew 2020 would be a year like no other! Faced with
the challenges of operating the Judy Black Park during the
pandemic, we quickly recognized that in order to fulfill our
mission — to provide a gathering place for the town — we had
to do two very new things: PIVOT the types of gatherings
we could create and PARTNER with different community
organizations and individuals throughout the year to continue

to create connections while most of us sheltered in place.

In the Spring of 2020, we pivoted to a more digital-focused
delivery of our programs, from “Meet Your Neighbor” to
virtual art shows. Generous neighbors loaned beautiful and
whimsical sculptures for visitors to enjoy through our large
windows. As soon as Covid-19 guidelines allowed, we opened
our doors to small groups to admire an exhibit of local artists
in “Four Walls: Four Artists.” Despite the challenges, we still
launched our Farmers Market in early June, providing safe,
weekly opportunities for us to greet vendors and neighbors (all
behind masks, of course!) and fill our fridges and cupboards.
Unable to invite the community inside for the holidays, we
offered an outdoor holiday market with Christmas trees and
Hanukkah lights, decorated the garage doors with a winter
wonderland theme, and took part in our town’s first Drive-
Thru Holiday in the Depot celebration.

We partnered during the summer with The Town of Washington
and the Gunn Memorial Library to hold drive-in movies at the
River Walk Pavilion. Our generous movie sponsors, along with
voluntary donations from movie-goers, helped cover our costs.
We partnered with local gallery owner Kathy McCarver Root
of KMR Arts to bring to the park world-class artists like Caio
Fonseca. The Town came through again, along with Washington’s
own talented singer/actor Audrey Heffernan Meyer and her band,
so that we could hold our annual FUNTraiser at the Pavilion and
connect with our community on a beautiful summer evening!

Just like “The Little Engine That Could,” our deeply-held belief
in the importance of community and place helped us pivot to
find a path forward in 2020. In partnership with individuals,
businesses, and our local government, we created some sense
of normalcy in our little “cown square” during a time that was
anything but normal.




WITH THANKS TO OUR 2020 DONORS

Daffodils - up to $150

Anonymous
Valerie and Christopher Andersen
Denise and Peter Arturi
Joline Audet and Gary Fletcher
Susan and Sam Averill
Sheri Babbio
Stephen Bartkus
Greta and Matthew Basile
Karen and Halle Benett
Carolyn Bensley and Matt Muszala
Lisa and Avi Berg
Martha and Robert Bernstein
Mona and Ajay Bijoor
Kimberly and Marc Blair
Annabella Bushra and Peter Abrons
Victoria Cherniske
Ellen J. Condon and
Michael A. Condon Sr.
Nora and David Connolly
Owen Curtin
Roger Danford
Betsy and Michael DeLuca
Alice and David DeMeo
Marcia Desanctis and Mark Mennin
The DeVos Family
The Donaldson Family
Debbie Doorfee
Melinda and Charles Dubow

Beautyberries - $150 to $499

Mary E. Adams

Judith and George Auchincloss
Penny and William Bardel
Amy-Julia and Peter Becker

James Berrien

Stephen Brown

Gay and Carlos Canal

Jean Chapin

Sally and Steven Cornell

Laura and Tim Daly

Betty and Thomas Daniels

Eric Dauwalter and Edward Ferrell
Faith and Howard Drucker

Susan and Michael Eanes

Sharon Emek

Nancy Evans and Seymour Wishman
Emily Ficzhugh

Sandra and Gary Flood

Lisa and Peter Frelinghuysen
Valerie Friedman and Frank Adams
Anne Sutherland Fuchs

Golden Rain Trees

$500 to $999

Danielle and Anthony Amato

Peggy and Keith Anderson

Pamela and Scott Bowman

Jennifer Cattaui

Emily Dalton and Matt Karpas
In honor of Denise Trevenen

Suzanne and Douglas Day

Laura Driscoll

Gretchen and Philip Farmer

Judy Jackson and Bruce Haims

Ruth Jaffe

Stephanie and Eliot Johnson

Natalie H. Dyer
Margaret and Lester Edelman

Christine Engel and Allen Fossbender

Alecia Evans
Tal Fagin and Robert Copen
Ann and Michael Feinberg
Kathryn and Dennis Flaherty
John Flynn
Isabel and J. Winston Fowlkes III
Linda and Paul Frank
Maryellen and Ray Furse
Joanne and Greg Gersten
Matilda Giampietro
Arlene and Jonathan Glantz
Ferris Gorra
Judith Gorra
Edward A. Griffiths
John A. Herrmann Jr.
Joseph Hoban
Keri and John Hoffer
Damaria and John Horan
Rachel Horowitz
Laurie and Jay Hubelbank
Sheila Josephson
Sonia Kashuk and Daniel Kaner
Joanne and James Kelly
Jeanne Kenney and

George Bartholomew

Elizabeth and Stephen Funk

Sarah Gager

Metle and Barry Ginsburg

Joanna and Joseph L. Gitterman III
Karen and Henry Glanternik

Hal Goldberg

Joanne E Goldfarb

Michelle and Michael Gorra

Kathy & Steven Guttman

Keith Halstead and Joseph Godfrey
Ellen Hamilton

Teresa Hargrave and Tony Daloisio
Anne and Niko Hayes

Paul Healy and Didier Malaquin
‘Thayer and Edwin Hochberg
William Houldin

Frances and Michael Keilty

Tillie Laird and Hunter Brown
Nancy and Stephen Lasar

Sheryl Leach and Howard Rosenfeld
Jaclyn Levin and Andrew Kandel

Linda Kastan

Richard Lorenti and Andrew Flatt
Wendy King Philips and Carl
Philips

Eugene Pinover

Phyllis Posnick and Paul Cohen
Sara and Bob Savage

Marie and Mark Schwartz
Nick Solley

Jean Solomon and Tyler Smith
Marc Weiss

Donna and Darryl Wright

Susan and Larry Kessler

Lesley and William King

Kristin Kunhardt

Kelly Kurz

Rebecca Lambert and Edward Bent
Judy and Charles LaMuniere
Regine Laverge-Schade

Ilene J. Leff

Melanie and Daniel Leppo

Susan Lerner and Arthur Sachs
Robin and Christopher Linen
Susan Lines

Leslie and John Lintner

Brita Lombardi and Gavin Bishop
Julie Loughran and Brendan Foulois
Anne and Seth Low

Wendy and William Luers

Carroll Macdonald

Ronnie and Michael Maddalena
Emily Mattina and Jeffrey Lapham
Susan McCone and Robert Wessely
Leslie Middlebrook

Florence and Wendell Minor
Claire and Sam Nitze

Anne O’Shea

Daniel Paige

The Pantry

Ann and Louis Parks

Dawn Pasquin

Caroline Levy and Leonard Kady

Lois Schein-Lewis and Richard Lewis

Litchfield Distillery

Susannah and John Magee

Alice Maggin and Wayne Nelson
Jo Ann Makovitzky

Betsy and Ecton Manning
Joanne and William Mansfield
Leni and Peter May

Audrey and Greg Meredith

Tom Meyer

Joseph Montebello and Ron Leal
Maria Mostajo and Mark Schein
Larry Nathanson

Laura and Perry Neminski
Steven Paglioli and Olaf Soltau
Eliza and Michael Paolucci

Suzie Paxton and Patrick Horan
Susan F. Payne

Kirsten Peckerman

Pamela and Adam Riess

Japanese Maples
$1,000 to $1,499

Jayne Bentzen
Barbara Bouyea
Wanda and Stephen Brighenti
Karyn Detje and Sal Sorce
Elizabeth and Larry Dexheimer
Lori and Steven Fineman
Richard W. Gray III
Jane Whitney Gruson

In honor of Laura Neminski
Julie King, William Pitt Sotheby’s
International Realty

In honor of Barbara Bouyea,

Sarah Payne

Frederick Plescia

Kimberly and Albert Pokrywka
Ronald Potter

Alexander Purves

Pamela and John Quist
Elizabeth and Thomas Rickart
Carrie Rowe and Jim McDonough
Alexander S.C. Rower

Jane Sarjeant

Joy Schein

Reemah Sen and Sumit Roy
Randall Slack

Janet and Ronald Smith
Elizabeth and Randolph Snook
Jamie Jackson Spannhake
Helen Stewart

Jean E. Suddaby

Katrin Tazza

Terri Tibbatts and Franklin Nichols
Adele J. Troup

Washington Food Market
Mary and Robert Weber
Maureen and Doug White
Zemma and Edmund White
Peter Wooster

Darby and Harry Wright
Helen and Peter Yorzinski

Julie and Townsend Ziebold

Abbey and Tom Rosenwald

Lisa Rossi and Philip Gorrivan
Allan Rubenstein

Carla Sacks and John Morris
Carol and John Santoleri
Roberta Satow and Richard Wool
Holly and Michael Schechter
Susan and Craig Schoon

Patti Schulte and Thomas Yamin
Susan and James Scott

Harriet Shapiro

Karen Silk

Maureen and Rob Sladen

Nancy Steinman

Ellen and John Stiteler

Barbara and Peter Talbot

Electa and David Varnish

Kelly and David Williams

Philip Fox and Bruce Meeks
Barbara and Eugene Kohn
Rebecca and Jim Neary
Rod Pleasants and Steve Godwin
Barbara and Charles R. Robinson
Sharon and Mark Ruchman
Carolyn Setlow and Andrew Shapiro
Katherine Wenning and Michael
Dennis




WITH THANKS TO OUR 2020 SUPPORTERS

WELCOME NEW MARKET MASTER RAE MOORE

Rae Moore officially took over the reins of our
Farmers Market this year from her father, Justin,
and what a job she did! Covid-19 posed new chal-
lenges -- with new rules for vendors and shoppers
alike -- to ensure a safe shopping environment.
No task was ever too small or too big for Rae.

All this hard work and effort were rewarded last
fall when Litchfield Magazine readers voted us
“Best Farmers Market” in the county as part of
the magazine’s annual Reader’s Choice Awards!
The honor is a reflection of Rae’s leadership
and enthusiasm, along with The Judy Black
Park committee members and volunteers

who hosted the market each week, directed
foot traffic and ensured everyone had a safe,
efficient and wonderful experience. Thank you
to alll We look forward to welcoming everyone
back for the 2021 season, which is scheduled
to open on May 22nd!

In addition to managing her own stand, Rae was
instrumental in recruiting new vendors to our
market, to ensure a wide variety of locally-grown
fresh produce, and locally-made prepared foods
and products. We also thank Rae for sharing new
ideas throughout the year to enhance the market.

VOLUNTEERS

Hezzy Benson | Katharine Benson | Vincent Casey | Jeffrey Coploff | Charles DeVos
Debbie Doorfy | Laura Driscoll | Robert Duke | Lili Dyer | Andrew Flatt | Matthew
Frater | Jo Gallagher | Barbara Gold | Lela Ilyinsky | Richard Lorenti | Kathy McCarver
Root/KMR Arts | Kori Meissner | Mark Mennin | David Metzger | Kristen Metzger
Madeleine Metzger | Justin Moore | Rae Moore, Market Master | Holden Neminski
Jackson Neminski | Perry Neminski | William Post | Amelia Post | Camila Rico | Sharon
Ruchman | Cherry Thurlow | Andrew Trevenen | John Trevenen | Sydney Trevenen

Sean Woodward/WOODCO | Donna Wright ' @ :

SPONSORS

Bouyea & Associates | Ericson Insurance Advisors | Meadowbrook Gardens
Mclver Morgan | National Iron Bank | Union Savings Bank

GIFTS-IN-KIND

Chrissy Armstrong | Marisabel Artieda | Bank Street Theater | Bouyea & Associates
Gunn Memorial Library | Audrey Heffernan Meyer | Julie King | Loam Floral Design
Pels Matthews | The Matthews Group | The Pantry | Camila Rico | Sawing High Climbers

BIG SMILEIN

Featured Artwork: “Big Smile”, by Vanessa German

“During the winter, the Judy Black Park lit up the center of

The Town of Washington | Marc Wager/Roxbury Station | Washington Depot Production
Solutions LLC | Wright Electrical Company

Photo Credit: Vi Owens [
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River Birches
$2,500 to $4,999

Dogwoods
$1,500 to $2,499

Washington Depot with bright lights and happy sculptures.
Sculpture @ the Park’ included three dynamic pieces on loan from
the private collection of local Washington residents.”

YOUR DONATIONS AT WORK
2020 EXPENSES: $146,078

B staff [7] Insurance
B Bulding/Grounds [ ¢

] Programming Costs [Z] Dues & Subscriptions
W Utilities

| Services/Fees

Linden Trees

$5,000 to $9,999

White Oaks
$10,000 and up

The above reflects all donations received between
January 1 and December 31, 2020. We have made every effort to present correct
information and we apologize for any errors. Please inform us of an inaccuracies or misspellings.




n‘ ” THE JUDY BLACK

MEMORIAL PARK

u ‘ AND GARDENS

WASHINGTON PARK FOUNDATION « ONE GREEN HILL RD.
PO BOX 142 « WASHINGTON DEPOT, CT « 06794

“I'm so thankful for The Judy Black Park. The obvious beauty that the park brings to Washington
Depot is breathtaking and a joy to see in every season. The programming that has been provided
brings a vitality and energy that is palpable. As a small business owner, I feel the very real effects of all
the people it brings to the Depot. When the Farmer’s Market is open, it’s as if a light switch is turned
n.... The engaging programming has a marvelous effect on the mood of the town, especially during

these difficult times.”
— Liz Page, Five Janes

“I support the Judy Black Park because it is the anchor of all community for me in the Depot and
gives me and the town a feeling of a cultural so-called “town square”. The town is pulled together
there - the farmer’s market, art exhibits and educational offerings are very special and important to
me. Not to forget music entertainment. The physical look and feel make me happy.”

— Barbara Gold

“(The Judy Black Park) is an important resource for our community. It is so nice to have a beautiful

meeting place for our community in the center of town, with interesting events and art, and fresh

local food. T remember when the space was just the old unused garage. Now it is beautiful...(It)

promotes community and connection...a lovely space for events, indoor and out...the hub of our
»

town.

— Jamie Spannhake

“(The Judy Black Park) acts as a great hub for community events in Washington...just keep up what
you are doing! We have enjoyed sponsoring Movie Night and Holiday in the Depot, as they are great
for the community and a lot of fun.”

— Steven Cornell, National Iron Bank

“As the visual center of the Depot, with a beautiful garden and stone sculpture, (The Judy Black
Park) asks for support! It feels like a special gathering place. When there is an exhibit, a play or
other invitational activities, it calls out to the town. So, the more activity, the better! The market is
wonderful and the inside space, restful. The exhibits are always interesting! And your emails are always
welcome! What a splendid launching... Bravo!”

— Elizabeth MacDonald

“(The Judy Black Park) has greatly improved the appearance of the Depot and is a wonderful
community resource. It is a gathering place for people and has excellent programming. Ilove seeing
early morning exercise classes there, outdoor movies, art shows and of course the farmer ‘s market.”

— Barbara Kohn
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
AND STAFF, WASHINGTON PARK
FOUNDATION, INC.

Karyn Detje, President
Pels Matthews, Vice President
Patrick Horan, Zreasurer

Carolyn Setlow, Secretary

Chrissy Armstrong Julie King
Barbara Bouyea Maria Mostajo
Andrew Flatt Jennifer Urquhart
Ronald Garfunkel Darryl Wright
Wilson Henley Tony Vengrove

Denise Trevenen, President Emerita*

Laura Neminski, Executive Director

*deceased

SAVE THE DATE

for our annual

F'UNraiser

r@ @thejudyblackpark n @thejudyblackpark
www.thejudyblackparkandgardens.org



