


To THE EDUCATOR:

The purpose of the Educational Resource Handbooks is to develop and enhance the students’

knowledge and understanding of leadership, citizenship and character.

Through the study of people, their values, and the events that led to the development of the Unit-
ed States Flag and its symbols, students will developanunderstanding of their American heritage
and of the need to continue strong leadership, citizenship and character.

Feature of the Handbooks.
1. Aligned to the Common Core Standards in the area of...
Reading — Literature
Reading — Informational Text
Foundational Skills
Writing
Speaking and Listening
Language
Interdisciplinary approach
Adaptable across grade levels
Adaptable to all levels of learning
Teacher friendly
Format includes: Lesson Objectives
a. Motivation

AR I

b. Discussion

c. Activities

d. Culminating Activities
7. Resource Guide & Resource Pages
8. Blackline masters
9. Lesson rubrics.

The material in these handbooks is appropriate for activities during National Flag Week (PAUSE
FOR THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE —June 14) and also other historical events observed
throughout the school year.

The range of activities included in the lesson format can be tailored to meet the needs of the stu-
dents. These suggested activities cover a broad spectrum of educational disciplines.

If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact The American Flag Founda-
tion at 443-243-3437.
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Star — Spangled Banner Outreach Program

A key program under development is the Star — Spangled Banner 15 — State Living American Flag pro-
ject. Initiated in 2001, the program seeks to expand the Living American Flag Program held in Baltimore
to take place at historic sites in the original fifteen states. A local task force of key government officials
is currently actively working with representatives from a number of the fifteen original states to organize
this effort.

21 Days to Honor America

The United States Congress dedicated the period from Flag Day, Junel4th, through Independence Day,
July 4th, as “21 Days to Honor America” (89STAT.211). We encourage all Americans to fly the U.S.
Flag during those official 21 days.

Louis V. Koerber Patriotism Award

The Louis V. Koerber Patriotism Award is presented to promote the observance of Flag Day, June 14th
and the annual National Pause for the Pledge of Allegiance, by honoring a citizen who has offered ex-
traordinary service and support to educate the public about the meaning of the Flag. the need for nation-
al unity and to raise the awareness of the American people of the history, the spirit, the legacy and the
promise of the Star-Spangled Banner.

We continue to owe a debt to our many colleagues and friends for their helpful comments and sug-
gestions in the development of earlier editions of our text.

Special thanks also go to the Educational Review Committee of The American Flag Foundation, Inc.:
Patricia Perluke, Sam Smith, and Linda Bishop.
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Grade 5 Match To Common Core Standards

Standard Area: Reading Standards - Literature

Students will build their stamina and skill to proficiently read challenging, grade-appropriate complex
literature and informational text such that they can draw on or infer specific details and examples from
the text, understand the craft and structure of text, and integrate knowledge and ideas.

Content Standards

Corresponding Activities

RL.5.1 Students will quote accurately from a text
when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text. (KID)

Lesson 1, Activity 6
Lesson 4, Activities 5, 6
Lesson 6, Activity 2

RL.5.2 Students will determine a theme of a story,
drama, or poem from details in the text, including how
characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or
how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic;
summarize the text. (KID)

Lesson 1, Motivation 2, Discussion 7,
Activities 6, 9
Lesson 4, Activities 5, 6

RL.5.3 Students will compare and contrast two or
more characters, settings, or events in a story or dra-
ma, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact). (KID)

Lesson 1, Motivation 2, 3
Lesson 4, Activities 5, 6
Lesson 6, Activity 3

RL.5.4 Students will determine the meaning of
phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative
language such as metaphors and similies, students will
determine the meaning of words. (CAS)

Lesson 1, Activity 9
Lesson 4, Motivation 2, Activities 5. 6
Lesson 6, Activity 2

RL.5.5 Students will explain how a series of chapters,
scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall
structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. (CAS)

Lesson 1, Motivation 2, 3, Activity 9
Lesson 4, Activities 5, 6

RL.5.6 Students will describe how a narrator’s or
speaker’s point of view influences how events are de-
scribed. (CAS)

Lesson 1, Activity 9

RL.5.7 Students will analyze how visual and multi-
media elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or
beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia

presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). (IKI)

All multi-media presentations
Lesson 1, Activity 6

RL.5.9 Students will compare and contrast stories in
the same genre (e.g.. mysteries and adventure stories)
on their approaches to similar themes and topics. (IKI)

Lesson 4, Activities 5, 6

RL.5.10 Students will, by the end of the year, read and
comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poetry, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complex-
ity band independently and proficiently. (ROR)

All Literature Activities
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Grade 5 Match To Common Core Standards

Standard Area: Reading Standards — Informational Text

Students will build their stamina and skill to proficiently read challenging, grade-appropriate complex
literature and informational text such that they can draw on or infer specific details and examples from
the text, understand the craft and structure of text, and integrate knowledge and ideas.

Content Standards Corresponding Activities
RI5.1 Students will quote accurately from a text when explain- | Lesson 1, Activity 9
ing what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences Lesson 3, All Activities
from the text. (KID) Lesson 4, Activity 1

Lesson 5, Activity 1
Lesson 7, Activity 1

RI.5.2 Students will determine two or more main ideas of a text | Lesson 1, Activity 10
and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize Lesson 2, Activities 2, 7
the text. (KID) Lesson 4, Activity 1
Lesson 5, Activity 1
Lesson 7, Activity 1
R1.5.3 Students will explain the relationships or interactions be- | Lesson 1, Activity 6
tween two or more individuals, events, 1deas, or concepts in a Lesson 4, Activity 1
historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific infor- Lesson 5, Activity 1
mation in the text. (KID)

Lesson 6, Activities 3, 6, 9
Lesson 7, Activity 1

RI.5.4 Students will determine the meaning of general academic | Lesson 2, Activities 1, 2
and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a Lesson 4, Activity 1
grade 5 topic or subject area. (CAS) Lesson 5, Activity 1

Lesson 7, Discussion 5
RI.5.5 Students will compare and contrast the overall structure Lesson 2, Activity 9
(e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of | Lesson 3, Activity 1
events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts. Lesson 6. Activities 3. 6

(CAS) Lesson 7, Activity 1

RI.5.6 Students will analyze multiple accounts of the same event | Lesson 2, Activity 9
or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the Lesson 3, Activities 3,4, 6
point of view they represent. (CAS)

Lesson 6, Activities 3, 6
Lesson 7, Activity 1

RI.5.7 Students will draw on information from multiple print or | Lesson 2, Activity 3
digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a | Lesson 3, All Activities
question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. (IKI) Lesson 6. Activities 3. 6. 9

Lesson 7, Activity 1
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RI1.5.8 Students will explain how an author uses reasons and evi-
dence to support particular points in a text, identifying which
reasons and evidence support which point(s). (IKI)

Lesson 2, Activity 2
Lesson 4, Activity 1
Lesson 5, Activity 1
Lesson 7, Activity 1

RI.5.9 Students will Integrate information from several texts on

the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject
knowledgeably. (IKI)

RI.5.10 Students will, by the end of the year, read and compre-
hend informational texts, including history/social studies, sci-
ence, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text
complexity band independently and proficiently. (ROR)

All Informational Reading Activities
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Grade 5 Match To Common Core Standards
Standard Area: Reading Standards — Foundational Skills

Students will build their stamina and skill to proficiently read challenging, grade-appropriate
complex literature and informational text such that they can draw on or infer specific details and
examples from the text, understand the craft and structure of text, and integrate knowledge and

1deas.

Content Standards

Corresponding Activities

RF.5.3 Students will know and apply grade-level
phonics and word analysis skills in decoding
words. (PWR)

Lesson 2, Activity 1
Lesson 6, Discussion 8
Anytime students decode words

RF.5.4 Students will read with sufficient accuracy
and fluency to support comprehension. (F)

Lesson 2. Activity 1
Lesson 4, Motivation 2
Anytime students read orally
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Grade 5 Match To Common Core Standards
Standard Area: Writing Standards

Students will write with frequency and increasing sophistication to present the relationships between ideas
and information efficiently; with emphasis on argumentative, informative/explanatory, and narrative writing,
the development of understanding of production and distribution of one’s writing, and the use and

understanding of research tools and ethics.

Content Standards

Corresponding Activities

W.5.1 Students will write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons and information. (TTP)

W.5.2 Students will write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic
and convey ideas and information clearly. (TTP)

W.5.3 Students will write narratives to develop real or imagined experienc-
es or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event
sequences. (TTP)

W.5.4 Students will produce clear and coherent writing in which the devel-
opment and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3
above.) (PDW)

W.5.5 Student will, with guidance and support from peers and adults, de-
velop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, re-
writing, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demon-
strate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 5)
(PDW)

W.5.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, in-
cluding the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact
and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboard-
ing skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. (PDW)

Lesson 3, Activities 2, 3, 4
Lesson 4, Activities 3, 4, 7

Lesson 5, Activity 4
Lesson 6, Activity 3

Lesson 2, Activity 7
Lesson 3, Activities 2,
Lesson 4, Activities 3,
Lesson 5, Activity 4
Lesson 6, Activity 3

e
e

Lesson 2, Activity 7
Lesson 3, Activities 3,
Lesson 4, Activity 7
Lesson 5, Activity 4
Lesson 6, Activities 3,

Lesson 2, Activity 7

Lesson 3, Activities 2,
Lesson 4, Activities 3,
Lesson 5, Activities 4,
Lesson 6, Activities 3,

4
9
7

.4.8.9.10

.7

Lesson 2, Activity 8
Lesson 3, Activities 3,
Lesson 4, Activities 3,
Lesson 5, Activity 4
Lesson 6, Activity 3

o

Lesson 1, Activities 4,
Lesson 2, Activity 5
Lesson 4, Activity 7
Lesson 5, Activity 4
Lesson 6, Activities 3,
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W.5.7 Students will conduct short research projects that use several sources | Lesson 5, Activities 5, 6, 7
to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. Lesson 6, Activity 3

(BPK)
W.5.8 Students will recall relevant information from experiences or gather | Lesson 4, Activity 7

relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or para- Lesson 5, Activities 5, 6, 7
phrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. | Lesson 6, Activity 3
(BPK)
W.5.9 Students will draw evidence from literary or informational texts to Lesson 2, Activity 5
support analysis, reflection, and research.(BPK) Lesson 5, Activities 5, 6, 7
Lesson 6. Activity 3

W.5.10 Students will write routinely over extended time frames (time for All Written Work
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting
or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audi-
ences. (ROW)
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Grade 5 Match To Common Core Standards

Standard Area: Language Standards

Students will take a close look at the texts they encounter through the conventions of Standard
English, knowledge of language and grammar, and to acquire and use vocabulary while speak-

ing, reading, and writing.

Content Standards Corresponding Activities
L.5.1 Students will demonstrate command of the All Written Work
conventions of standard English grammar and us- | All Discussions
age when writing or speaking. (CSE) All Debates
Lesson 2, Activities 1, 4
L.5.2 Students will demonstrate command of the All Written Work

conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing. (CSE)

L.5.3 Students will use knowledge of language and

Lesson 2, Activity 1

its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or | All Debates
listening. (KOL) All Written Work

All Discussions

All Reading Activities
L.5.4 Students will determine or clarify the mean- | Lesson 2, Discussion 1
ing of unknown and multiple-meaning words and All Reading Activities

phrases based on grade 5 reading and content,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (VAU)

L.5.5 Students will demonstrate understanding of
figurative language, word relationships, and nuanc-
es in word meanings. (VAU)

Lesson 2, Discussion 1

L.5.6 Students will acquire and use accurately
grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal contrast, addition, and other logical relation-
ships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, simi-
larly, moreover, in addition). (VAU)

All Lessons, All Grade Level, Domain-Specific
Vocabulary
Lesson 2, Discussion 1, 2, 3
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Lesson 4: Symbolism & The United States Flag

Enduring Question: How does the American flag inspire patriotism and citizen-
ship among people in America?

Objectives: Students will...

1. Describe and explain what the colors, stars, and stripes represent on the United States
Flag in their own words.

2. Connect knowledge of the 13 Colonies and 50 states to their representation on the Flag.

Motivation:
1. As aclass, go through the symbols’ and holidays’ interactive tutorial:

http://americanhistory.si.edu/citizenship/index.html?theme=135 (Be sure to discuss the
facts and take the brief quiz at the end!)

2. Share “I am the Flag” presentation at http://www.chaplin-nest.com/unkarock/flag.htm
with students during the study of the United States Flag.

Discussion:
1. Ask students what the different parts of the flag mean (discuss their thinking about the
possible reasons for the stars, blue background, red stripes, and white stripes).

Activities:

1. Read and discuss the article, “Meaning of the Colors of the Flag” from The American
Flag Foundation. The students will then focus their attention on the United States Flag.
They will discuss the colors used and the symbols of stars and stripes (the colors from the
Great Seal of the United States were incorporated into the flag). According to the Conti-
nental Congress, the meaning of the colors: Red — hardiness and valor (courage); White
— purity and freedom; Blue — vigilance, perseverance, justice (loyalty). “By implica-
tion, these are also the meanings of the colors on our Flag,” Vera Rollo, author of The
American Flag.

2. On a blank flag, write the name of the 13 colonies each of the 13 stripes. [Optional: also
label your state’s star, and other stars.]

3. Write to your representative in Congress to request a Flag that has flown over the Capi-
tol in Washington. Include something about your study of the Flag. [Optional: take this
piece through the entire writing process.]

4. Have students compose, “What the Flag Means to Me” essays to share with others.
[Optional: take this piece through the entire writing process.]

5. Read and discuss “The Flag” Resource Sheet 4, also available at:
http://staging.americanflagfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/The-Flag.pdf

6. Read and discuss the poem, “I am Your Flag” Resource Sheet 5, also available at:
http://staging.americanflagfoundation.or -content/uploads/2011/02/I-Am-Y our-Flag.pdf.
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Lesson 4 Resource Sheet 2: Meaning of the Colors of the
Flag (Lexile) -1070)

Sentimental writers and orators sometimes
ascribe meanings to the colors in the Flag.
The practice is erroneous, as are statements
on this subject attributed to George Wash-
ington and other founders of the country.

From the book, “Our Flag” published in
1989 by the House of Representatives, “On
July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress
passed a resolution authorizing a committee
to devise a seal for the United States of
America. This mission, designed to reflect
the Founding Fathers’ beliefs, values, and
sovereignty of the new Nation, did not be-
come a reality until June 20, 1782. In heral-
dic devices such as seals, each element has a
specific meaning. Even colors have specific
meanings. The colors red, white, and blue
did not have meanings for The Stars and
Stripes when 1t was adopted in 1777.

However, the colors in the Great Seal did
have specific meanings. Charles Thompson,
Secretary of the Continental Congress, re-
porting to Congress on the Seal, stated: “The
colors of the pales (the vertical stripes) are
those used in the Flag of the United States of
America; White signifies purity and inno-
cence; Red, hardiness & valor; and Blue, the
color of the Chief (the broad band above the
stripes) signifies vigilance, perseverance &
Jjustice.”

Also, this from a book about the Flag pub-
lished in 1977 by the House of Representa-
tives: “The star i1s a symbol of the heavens
and the divine goal to which man has as-
pired from time immemorial; the stripe is
symbolic of the rays of light emanating from
the sun.”

(The above article was written by The American Flag Foundation and is from
http://staging.americanflagfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/MEANING-OF-COLORS pdf)

The quote below concerning gold fringe on
the Flag is from the book, “So Proudly We
Hail, The History of the United States Flag,”
Smithsonian Institute Press 1981, by Wil-
liam R. Furlong and Byron McCandless:

“The placing of a fringe on our Flag
1s optional with the person or organization,
and no act of Congress or Executive Order
either prohibits the practice, according to the
Institute of Heraldry. Fringe is used on in-
door Flags only, as fringe on outdoor Flags
would deteriorate rapidly. The fringe on a
Flag is considered an “honorable enrichment
only,” and its official use by the U. S. Army
dates from 1895. A 1925 Attorney General’s
Opinion states: “The fringe does not appear
to be regarded as an integral part of the Flag,
and its presence cannot be said to constitute
an unauthorized addition to the design pre-
scribed by statute. An external fringe is to be
distinguished from letters, words, or em-
blematic design printed or superimposed
upon the body of the Flag itself. Under law,
such additions might be open to objection as
unauthorized; the same is not necessarily
true of the fringe.

“The gold trim 1s generally seen on
ceremonial indoor Flags that are used for
special services and is believed to have been
first used in a military setting. It has no spe-
cific significance that I have ever run across,
and 1ts (gold trim) use 1s in compliance with
applicable Flag codes and laws.”

The colors are Old Glory Red (PMS 193C),
White, and Old Glory Blue (PMS 281C).
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On June 14, 1777, The Continental Congress
adopted the official Flag of a new nation.
This Flag consisted of stars and stripes.
There 1s a legend that Betsy Ross made the
Flag according to this new design. Many
names have been given to the Flag over
time: the Stars and Stripes, Old Glory, and
The Red, White, and Blue. On the 100® an-
niversary of its adoption, on June 14™ 1877,
we celebrated the first Flag Day as a nation.
President Harry Truman approved the reso-
lution designating June 14™ as National Flag
Day in 1849. Flag Day is not a legal holiday
where government and businesses are
closed, but special observances are held on
June 14™ every year. Flags are displayed
with pride on public buildings and business-
es and homes. There are also parades and

el

Lesson 4 Resource Sheet 3: Stars and Stripes Writing
Activity (Lexile 970)

services held to honor our national symbol.

This symbol of the United States stands for
freedom and opportunity. It also honors the
many men and woman who died defending
it. We have many expressions of love for
our Flag in music, poetry and stories. The
Flag that flew over Fort McHenry in Balti-
more during the War of 1812 inspired Fran-
cis Scott Key to write “The Star-Spangled
Banner,” which is our national anthem.
John Philip Sousa wrote several marches for
the Flag, including “The Stars and Stripes
Forever.” The popular songwriter George
M. Cohan wrote “You’re a Grand Old Flag.”
Francis Bellamy wrote “The Pledge of Alle-
giance,” which is said each morning in many
schools to honor our national symbol.

TR -

the meaning of the Flag.

history to our country.

T

You will now write an essay about the Flag and its meaning to you. Why is the Flag important
to our country? Use what you know and what you have learned to describe how you feel about

Your first paragraph should include an introduction on the importance of the Flag and its

The Second paragraph should include your feelings about the Flag.
The third paragraph should include what the Flag means to you, your life, our country.
The last paragraph should summarize your thoughts and ideas about the Flag.
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Lesson 4 Resource Sheet 4: THE FLAG - (Lexile 960)

Iraised a flag today Its glory rose above my fears
A flag with fifty stars Its freedom was not denied.
Iraised a flag today The symbol of our country
A flag with thirteen bars. The banner of our pride
Iraised a flag today The flag of these United States
To honor those who died
Iraised a flag today Flew boldly at my side.
And then I stood and cried. Iraised a flag today
I cried and wept and cursed and prayed But the flag, it lifted me.
And had to wonder "why?" Iraised a flag today
For all the world to see.
Angst and anger welled inside me Iraised a flag today
And then I saw it fly. And upon seeing it, I knew:
The flag snapped briskly in the wind Above the dusty, ashen gray would rise
It unfurled in the sky The red, the white, and the blue.

God Bless America
I am attaching a copy of a poem I wrote on Sept. 14th, shortly after the WTC attacks. I wrote the
poem when raising a flag at home to honor the victims of that day and I thought about it again
this Memorial Day. The poem would also be very appropriate for Flag Day.

» Bob, a true patriot
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