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4. Ask each engineer to discuss what the choices are with his/her group members . The group should then determine which fruits and vegetables they’ll 

need for their car - for the body, the wheels, etc. The group should also determine how the produce will be sliced or carved by drawing or coloring a 

picture of what their vehicle should look like. A minimum of ve different kinds of fresh fruits and/or vegetables must be used. The vehicle must have at 

least three operational wheels and two axles. To qualify for the nals, the car must look and operate like a real car! 

5. It’s time to put it all together. Each team assembles its own car. (Teachers and parent volunteers should cut the food to the teams’ speci cations, 

but should not help assemble the cars.) The only items that may be used in construction are: 

• fresh fruits and vegetables • 3 bamboo skewers (any size) 

• 4 toothpicks • 1 rubber band (any size) 

The bamboo skewers, toothpicks and rubber band may be broken or cut as needed, and the cars may be decorated with 

stickers. You can use a marker to add numbers to each entry. Students should be able to identify all the fruits and 

vegetables used to build their vehicles before the race begins, Snap a picture of each entry before racing. 

(They may not be in one piece after the race!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. When all cars have run the course twice, determine which car had the longest run. Record the distance in feet and inches. Be precise. Cars may be 

running neck and neck, so every quarter of an inch counts. Enter one car per classroom please. Entries will be judged 70 percent on distance 
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