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NITED STATES OF AMERICA

* | elebrating 250 Years
[ o W Ak
| 1776-2026

Since we are celebrating the 250

birthday of our great nation, the Town

of Colulmbia Falls would like to hold a

decorating contest this Fourth of July.

. There will be two categories, residential
, and business. Please contact the Town

Office to let us know you are
participating.

The winners will be announced on
Friday, July 10th, on our Facebook
page, our website & at the Post Office.
Both winners from each category

== Wwill receive a small gift and their
home/business featured on the cover
of the 2026 Town Report.

Let's Celebrate the United States
of America and Columbia Falls
with patriotism and community.

Wall.com

¥,



Town of Columbia Falls

PO Box 100

Columbia Falls, ME 04623
Phone 207-483-4067 Fax 207-483-3825
townofcolumbiafalls@gmail.com

columbiafallsmaine.org

Town Officers and Officials as of March 1, 2026

Board of Selectmen:

Administrative Assistant:

Deputy Administrative Assistant:

Treasurer:

Animal Control Officer:
Code Enforcement Officer:
Fire Chief:

General Assistance Officers:
Health Officer:

Local Plumbing Inspector:
Road Commissioner:

Assessing Agent:

SAD#37 Directors:

Pleasant River Ambulance:

Planning Board:

Constables:

Nelson (Tony) Santiago, Chair (2026)
Jessica (Jessie) Bouchard (2027)
Richard (Richie) Poirier (2028)

Melissa (Missy) Allen-Ramsdell

(Town Clerk, Tax Collector, Registrar of Voters)

Bethany (Beth) Miller

(Deputy Town Clerk, Tax Collector, Registrar of Voters)

Grace Falzarano

Elwin Wright

Betsy Fitzgerald

Cecil Gray, Jr.

Grace Falzarano/Beth Miller
Joe Bragg

Betsy Fiztgerald

Mike Bailey (2028)

Downeast Assessing Service
Marc Perry CMA

Dara Knapp (2027)
Jeff Greene (2028)

Courtney Hammond
Nelson (Tony) Santiago

Dave Perham, Chair (2026)
Philip Worcester (2028)

Rusty Schmelzer (2027)

Jay Bouchard, Alternate (2028)
Vance Pineo, Jr., Alternate (2028)

Elwin Wright
Shane Emerson



Dedication and Honor

Clarence McKenney Tabbutt, Jr.

8 Clarence McKenney Tabbutt, Jr. was very
| active in his community. Being a 4™
generation citizen of Columbia Falls,
Clarence was always seen helping out in
various ways to support the town he loved.

After graduating from EMVTC he joined the Navy SeaBees from 1968-
1971. After coming back home he worked for Ralph Look until he was
hired as a mechanic for the State of Maine Department of
Transportation, where he worked for 28 years.

Clarence served his community by joining the volunteer fire
department and later becoming Fire Chief. He was proud to serve on
the school board for several years as well as working as a Selectman
for the Town.

He was very active in the VFW post 11553 as Post Commander, Honor
Guard and Captain of the All-State Team. Clarence would spend many
nights volunteering at Beano and was a big supporter of Wreaths
Across America, making the trip to Washington D.C. twice.

Blueberries were his passion and he was very involved in the Pleasant
River Canning Company as a stockholder and director.

If someone needed a hand Clarence would always be there to help. He
was truly an asset to the community and will be greatly missed.



Vital Statistics
January 1, 2025, through December 31, 2025

Births: 4
Marriages: 3
Deaths: 10
Berthiaume, Carl Gerard Sr. 02/01/2025
Campbell, Victoria L. 10/02/2025
Church, Lewis Adam 02/20/2025
George, Herbert Justin 01/15/2025
Grant, Carlton Bert 07/25/2025
Nelson, Clarence George 03/25/2025
Pease, Charles Franklin 05/12/2025
Scott, Gail Marie - 03/29/2025
Tabbutt, Clarence McKenney Jr. 07/07/2025
Tibbetts, Embert Milton Jr. 01/29/2025

“It’s really clear that the most precious

resource we all have is time.”
Steve Jobs




Town Office Hours:

Monday through Thursday 8am-4pm.
We are closed for all Federal and State Holidays.

We also follow the MSAD #37 inclement
weather cancellation and delay policy.

Tax Assessor: Please call Marc Perry for an
appointment at 207-460-9949 or email
downeastassessing@gmail.com.

Town Library Hours:
Tuesday lpm-4pm
Saturday = 12pm-4pm

Scheduled Meetings:
The Select Board meetings are held on the second
and fourth Mondays of the month at 6:30pm
in the Town Office.

The Planning Board meetings are held on the
third Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm
in the Town Office.

Check out our website at
columbiafallsmaine.org and
our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/columbiafallsme



Columbia Falls Selectman’s Report 2026

Once again, it is Town Report and Town Meeting season. As a reminder, the Town
maintains both a Facebook page and a Town website where pertinent information
is regularly posted, including meeting schedules and notifications. The Town also
has Zoom broadcasting and interaction capabilities for certain meetings. These
efforts help improve the timeliness, accessibility, and relevance of information

available to our community.

The Town Report will be available one to two weeks prior to Town Meeting at the
Town Office and online via the Town website. Residents who are unable to pick up
a copy in person are encouraged to contact the Town Office, and a copy will be
provided upon request.

I would also like to acknowledge the passing of former Select Board member
Clarence Tabbutt, Jr. Clarence was a Vietnam Veteran and served the Town in
numerous capacities, including as a Select Board member, school board member,
Fire Chief, and as an employee of the State of Maine for nearly 30 years. He
consistently demonstrated a deep commitment to Columbia Falls and its residents.
He is certainly missed by our community.

As you are aware, in 2025 the Town was asked by the Washington County
Commissioners to pay our portion of their outstanding TAN loan in the amount of
$98,000. The Town voted at a Special Town Meeting to approve payment of our
share.

During 2025, the Town completed a major overhaul of the Town Ballpark, made
possible through donated materials and significant volunteer labor. Improvements
included clearing encroaching trees and brush, loaming and seeding, repairs to
bleachers and dugouts, painting, and fence repair and replacement.

Throughout this project, it became clear that parking during ballgames was limited.
To address this, the Select Board designated a portion of Town-owned property
across Centerville Road for use as a parking area. The project was completed
through a combination of volunteer hours, donated equipment, and donated



materials. It is important to note that some material exchanges occurred, including
the use of Town topsoil in exchange for gravel.

Upon reflection, the Select Board recognized that topsoil constitutes Town
property and that the Town should have been more directly involved in decisions
regarding its use. As Select Board Chair, I take responsibility for not slowing down
the process and ensuring greater public involvement before the work began. I
would like to thank all residents, volunteers, and contributors whose time,
materials, and support made these improvements possible.

The town-wide property revaluation is currently in progress. Maine Revenue
Services recommends that municipalities conduct revaluations approximately
every ten years. Columbia Falls has not completed a revaluation in several
decades, and no reliable records exist indicating the last full assessment. This
year’s Town Warrant includes an article to complete the funding necessary to
continue this important work.

While revaluations are rarely welcomed, they are essential to maintaining fairness
and equity within the tax system. The Select Board remains committed to fiscal
responsibility and to managing the Town Budget in a manner that keeps the mil
rate as low as feasibly possible while meeting the Town’s operational needs.

Respectfully,

Nelson “Tony” Santiago, Chair of the Select Board
Jessica “Jessie” Bouchard, Select Board Member
Richard “Richie” Poirier, Select Board Member



2026 Scheduled Selectmen’s Meetings
Monday, January 26" at 6:30pm

Monday, February 23" at 6:30pm

Monday, January 12% at 6:30pm
Monday, February 9" at 6:30pm

Monday, March 23™ at 6:30pm

Monday, April 27" at 6:30pm

Monday, March 9" at 6:30pm

Tuesday, May 26" at 6:30pm*

Monday, April 13" at 6:30pm
Monday, May 11™ at 6:30pm

Monday, June 22™ at 6:30pm

Monday, July 27" at 6:30pm

Monday, June 8" at 6:30pm
Monday, July 13" at 6:30pm

Monday, August 24™ at 6:30pm

Monday, August 10™ at 6:30pm

Monday, September 24" at 6:30pm

Monday, September 14" at 6:30pm
Tuesday, October 13" at 6:30pm*

Monday, November 23™ at 6:30pm

Monday, October 26" at 6:30pm

Monday, December 28" at 6:30pm

Monday, November 9" at 6:30pm

Monday, December 14" at 6:30pm

Any changes will be posted on the Town’s
Facebook page if possible.

*Indicates change in schedule.

2026 Scheduled Planning Board Meetings

Tuesday, February 17% at 6:30pm

Tuesday, April 21% at 6:30pm

Tuesday, January 20" at 6:30pm

Tuesday, June 16" at 6:30pm

Wednesday, March 18™ at 6:30pm*
Tuesday, May 19*" at 6:30pm

Tuesday, August 18" at 6:30pm

Tuesday, October 20™ at 6:30pm

Tuesday, July 20" at 6:30pm

Tuesday, December 15t" at 6:30pm

Tuesday, September 15" at 6:30pm
Tuesday, November 17 at 6:30pm

Any changes will be posted on the Town’s

*Indicates a change in schedule.

Facebook page if possible.

Both the Selectmen’s meetings and the Planning Board meetings
are open to the public and attendance is encouraged.




Reminders:

Dog Licensing: Dog licenses are due and payable by
January 315 of each year. October 15 the new dog
licenses are available to be sold for the coming year.
There is a $25 late fee for licensing your dog after
January 315t

Boat Registrations: expire December 31t of each
year.

Real Estate Taxes: are due by December 315t of each
year. Interest will begin on January 15¢ of each year.

ATV & Snowmobile Registrations: expire on June
30th of each year.

Automobile Registrations: Current insurance
cards, mileage and prior registrations are needed to
register a vehicle. The Town also offers Rapid
Renewal on our website, columbiafallsmaine.org.
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Building Permits Issued in 2025

Building Type Permits Issued
Garage 1
Addition(s) 11
Pavillion 1
Bathhouse 1
Animal Shelter 1
Solar Farm 1

Building Permits are reviewed on the 3" Tuesday of each

month at 6:30 PM, unless otherwise noted.



Washington County Sheriff’s Office

Barry Curtis Mailing Address:
Sheriff 83 Court Street
Machias, Maine 04654
Michael Crabtree Telephone: (207) 255-4422
Chief Deputy Fax: (207) 255-3641
Richard Rolfe Physical Address:

Jail Administrator 82 Court Street

Paula Johnson-Rolfe Machias, Maine 04654

Office Manager
February 19, 2026

To the Citizens of Washington County:

Each year, this report provides an opportunity to reflect on and review the immense work performed by the dedicated
men and women of the Washington County Sheriff’s Office. I remain humbled by the commitment, professionalism,
and outstanding performance demonstrated by our employees. I continue to be overwhelmed by the support and
confidence shown to both myself and our agency by the citizens of Washington County.

In 2025, the Sheriff’s Office faced significant challenges due to financial deficiencies outside our divisions. A hiring
freeze was implemented, placing additional strain on an already stretched workforce. Despite these obstacles, our
personnel continued to meet the needs of our community with resilience and professionalism.

Washington County spans 3,255 square miles, and in 2025, our deputies traveled well over 617,000 miles delivering
essential services. The Sheriff’s Office provides critical emergency services through multiple divisions. With reduced
staffing levels, increased calls for service, and a higher inmate population, 2025 proved to be one of the most

challenging years in recent history.

The Patrol Division responded to 9,691 calls while maintaining daily rural patrols, conducting criminal investigations,
and supporting numerous community safety functions and events. Our two detectives investigated 116 cases, including
some of the most serious crimes affecting our community's victims. The Civil Process Division processed 888 civil
documents, ensuring the timely service of court-related matters.

The Regional Communications Center serves as the public safety answering point for fire, ambulance, and law
enforcement agencies throughout Washington County, answering 23,472 calls in 2025. The Washington County Jail
continued to provide a safe and secure environment for incarcerated individuals, with an average daily population of

57—136% of its rated capacity.

Our commitment to the people of Washington County remains the driving force behind everything we do. I extend my
sincere gratitude to every employee of the Washington County Sheriff’s Office who takes pride in their work and
remains steadfast in their dedication to serving this community. Even in the face of adversity, their devotion to our
mission--—carried out with honor, integrity, and the highest ethical standards—demonstrates that our employees are

truly the greatest asset of our county government.
Respectfully, /
S

eriff Barry] Curtis




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

2 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0002

(207) 287-1440
TTY: (207) 287-4469

Tiffany Strout
12 Anderson Lane
Harrington, ME 04643
Home Phone: (207) 598-7043
Tiffany.Strout@legislature.maine.gov

January 2026
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

It has and remains an honor to serve as your State Representative for District 11 in the Maine House of
Representatives. As we begin the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature, | am grateful for the trust
you have placed in me to represent your interests in Augusta.

The Legislature convened on January 7, 2026, and we are preparing to consider a wide range of proposals in
the months ahead. Lawmakers will address issues affecting the coastal economy, housing availability,
workforce development, education and support for working families, including Maine’s high property and
income tax burden and rising energy costs. These decisions have a direct impact on our region, and your input
is essential. Hearing from the people of District 11 helps guide my work and ensures your voice is represented
at the State House.

Over the past four years, | have worked to pass bills that have had a positive impact in District 11 and across
the state. My bills, with the input of constituents, made a safety change to checking bait traps in the winter,
added the age gate of 21 years of age printed on all intoxication hemp products with child resistant packaging.
Locally, | helped open a long-term care facility in Harrington, allowed those with halibut licenses to transfer
their licenses if their boat breaks down, dedicated a bridge to Hope in Roques Bluff and established the Chet
and Aaron Search and Recovery fund in the Department of Marine Resources. This fund is open for donations
and can only be used at the discretion of the safety committee.

I encourage you to stay informed and engaged by visiting the legislative website at Legislature.Maine.Gov.
Thank you again for the privilege of representing you. Please feel free to reach out to me at any time at 287-
1440 or by email at Tiffany.Strout@legislature.maine.gov to share your thoughts or concerns. If you would like
to receive my regular e-newsletter with updates throughout the year, simply send me your email address and |
will be glad to add you to the distribution list.

Serving our community is the honor of a lifetime, and | look forward to continuing this work together in the year
ahead.

Sincerely,

O Jt

Tiffany Strout
State Representative

District 11 Addison, Beals, Columbia, Columbia Falls, Harrington, Jonesboro, Jonesport, Machias, Milbridge, Roque Bluffs,
Whitneyville, Centerville Township, and North Washington (Part)



J304d &9“’ latuve Senator Marianne Moore
3 State House Station

q_fm ﬂ/ Augusta, ME 04333-0003
(207) 287-1505
zz Z iﬁl > Marianne. Moore@legislature.maine.gov

Serrate Distvict 6

Dear Friends and Neighbors:

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as your State Senator. It has been an honor to
work on your behalf to make our state an even better place to live, work and conduct business. I
assure you, I will continue to work diligently on behalf of the people of Senate District 6.

I was officially sworn in for my fourth and final term on December 4, 2024. The 132nd Maine
Legislature adjourned the First Regular Session in March and the First Special Session in July.
With 415 bills carried over to the next session—including more than 200 still pending in
committees—we have a significant workload ahead when we return for the Second Regular
Session in January.

I'm pleased to report the Legislature passed several critical bills aimed at expanding access to
medical care, including measures to improve prescription access in Maine’s most rural
communities. We also secured key wins to protect our vital forest and logging industries,
strengthen Maine’s hospitality sector, and create new economic opportunities in agriculture by
supporting food processing and manufacturing incentives.

On a personal note, I'm proud that legislation I sponsored was finally enacted to increase the
number of children a family child care provider can care for without a license. With a statewide
shortage of child care workers and the rising cost of care, this bill represents a meaningful step
toward improving access to affordable child care, especially in rural areas.

Again, thank you for re-electing me to serve you in the State Senate. Despite many successes
over the past year, lawmakers will have a lot of work to do next session. As your State Senator, I
will continue to do all I can to advocate for your priorities in Augusta.

Please feel free to contact me by calling (207) 287-1505 or emailing me at
Marianne.Moore@legislature.maine.gov if you have comments, questions or if you would like
assistance in navigating our state’s bureaucracy.

Sincerely,

Marianne Moore
State Senator

Fax: (207) 287-1527 * TTY (207) 287-1583 * Message Service 1-800-423-6900 * Web Site: legislature.maine.gov/senate



Washington Office Committee on Armed Services

Committee on Natural Resources

www.golden frouse.gov

Jared Golden
Congress of the United States
2nd District of Maine

Dear Friends,
I 'hope this letter finds you well.

As you likely know, my time in Congress will come to an end in January 2027, after which I’1l
return to my family and my life as a private citizen. In other words, this is my final town letter.

My time as your representative has included a fair share of ups and downs, but one thing that
never changed was the pride I brought with me to represent your community and all the others
across Maine’s 2nd Congressional District.

Maine has been home for my entire life. And while serving in Congress has meant a lot of time
in Washington, D.C., I've tried my best to stay connected to the people, places and values that
made me who I am.

Growing up in Leeds, I learned the value of hard work and community. When I enlisted in the
U.S. Marines, a decision driven by the commitment to service and patriotism instilled in me by
the people and places that raised me, I learned a lot about sacrifice and leadership. After my time
in the military, I settled in Lewiston and served my city in the Maine State House, where I got a
crash course in what representation really meant: listening, understanding, and fighting to make
life better for the people and families who’d placed their trust in me.

I brought these values and experiences with me to Congress, and tried to live up to them every
day I have served.

I share all this not because my story is special or my values unique, but because I know that it is
not.

It’s fair to say that I’ve worked in one way or another with most every community in the District.
Together, we’ve reduced pressure on property taxes by securing congressional funds for local
projects. We’ve passed laws to support Maine’s heritage industries and small businesses. And my




staff and I have provided direct constituent services, helping thousands of Mainers across the
state — including recovering millions of dollars in missing or delayed federal benefits.

What I’ve learned through our work together is that there are leaders all over Maine everywhere
you look — people committed to service, to their communities and their country: Municipal
officials and workers. Business owners and innovators. Servicemembers and law enforcement
officers. Volunteer firefighters. And of course, the everyday workers, parents and students who
are all doing their part to contribute how they can to their families and communities.

I'am grateful to share this state with every single one of you, and despite all our challenges, I am
optimistic about our future because of what I’ve seen and learned. I know that the things that
divide us are no match for the things we have in common and our commitment to each other.

While this may be my final letter in this format, I am still working hard to represent you for the
rest of this year. If your community, small business, or family has a need, reach out to my nearest
district office and talk to us about it. My staff and I can help navigate government programs; find
federal resources in Maine; and resolve issues with Medicare, Social Security, the VA, and other
agencies. Here’s the contact info for my offices:

e  Caribou Office: 7 Hatch Drive, Suite 230, Caribou, ME 04736. Phone: (207) 492-6009
e  Lewiston Office: 179 Lisbon Street, Lewiston, ME 04240. Phone: (207) 241-6767
e  Bangor Office: 6 State Street, Suite 101, Bangor, ME 04401. Phone: (207) 249-7400

Thank you again for the great honor of representing you in Congress and the opportunity to serve
you and your community. I will spend the rest of my time in Congress working just as hard as I
always have to deliver what I can to Maine.

Respectfully,

Mgﬂm

Jared Golden
Member of Congress

7 Hatwch Dive, Suite 230
Carilx




COMMITTEES:

ANGUS S. KING, JR.
ARMED SERVICES
MAINE
RANKING MEMBER, STRATEGIC FORCES
SUBCOMMITTEE
ENERGY AND

133 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
NATURAL RESOURCES

(202) 224-5344 Xy
Website: https:/www.King.Senate.gov nl th % ta tEﬁ Ena tK RANKING MEMBER, NATIONAL PARKS
SUBCOMMITTEE

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 INTELLIGENCE
VETERANS' AFFAIRS

Dear Friends,

With each year we have a new opportunity to recognize our shared achievements and offer up
our time and energy to support one another when challenges arise. I am grateful to the towns
across Maine for their dedication to their communities, their residents, and our state. Working
together has always been our strength, and the past year proved that once again we are stronger
when we work together.

However, it is difficult to recall a year more challenging than the one we just experienced —a
year that required a steady focus on our founding principles and shared values. For these reasons,
I spent hours on the Senate Floor reminding my colleagues—and many of you back home—
about the vision our founders demonstrated when they laid the blueprint for the American
experiment. A cornerstone in their understanding was a duty to civic engagement and
community. I often refer to Maine as a big town with long roads, and in my travels throughout
our state, [ am reassured by the grassroots participation in our civic process and the neighborly

feel that makes Maine unique.

My legislative priorities remain largely the same: supporting Maine veterans, small businesses,
and our heritage industries like agriculture, forest products and the marine

economy. Additionally, I am grateful to have an exceptional team across Maine ready to assist
you with issues involving the federal government. Whether you are facing challenges related to
veterans’ services, Social Security, the IRS, passports or other matters, [ encourage you to reach
out to our offices in Presque Isle, Bangor, Augusta, Portland, or Biddeford. We are here to help
and welcome the opportunity to work on your behalf.

Together, I am confident we can continue building a stronger and more prosperous future for our
state and nation. Thank you for being one of the many reasons Maine is such a special place. It is
truly an honor to serve you and to know you. Mary and I wish you a happy, healthy, and safe

2026.

Best Regards,

ANQUS S. KING, J
United States Senate

AUGUSTA BANGOR BIDDEFORD PORTLAND PRESQUE ISLE
40 Western Avenue, Suite 412 202 Harlow Street, Suite 20350 227 Main Street 1 Pleasant Street, Unit 4W 167 Academy Street, Suite A
Augusta, ME 04330 Bangor, ME 04401 Biddeford, ME 04005 Portland, ME 04101 Presque Isle, ME 04769
(207) 245-1585 (207) 764-5124

(207) 622-8292 (207) 245-8000 (207) 352-5216




SUSAN M. COLLINS COMMITTEES
MAINE APPROPRIATIONS
CHaR

413 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING LT\EBAOLRTr:i:gL;‘E::EIg:S
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1904 .

e United States Senate Ertt

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1904
Dear Friends,

[t is an honor to serve the people of Maine, and I welcome this opportunity to update you on the work that has taken
place in the Senate over the past year. My staff and I have addressed numerous issues affecting our state, and I would like to
share some of the progress that we have made.

Since my Social Security Fairness Act was signed into law in January 2025, the law has been fully implemented and
restored eamed retirement benefits to 2.8 million Americans. More than 25,000 Mainers have seen their monthly benefits
increase and have been issued more than $184.5 million in retroactive payments. I am proud that this legislation has improved
the lives of many retired firefighters, teachers, police officers, and other public employees and their spouses.

I was honored to become the first Maine Senator in nearly a century to lead the Appropriations Committee. Since [
took this role last January, Congress enacted full-year appropriations bills before December for the first time since 2018. These
bipartisan bills included full-year funding for Military Construction and the Department of Veterans Affairs, the US
Department of Agriculture, and the Food and Drug Administration. At my request, these bills included nearly $35 million in
Congressionally Directed Spending (CDS) for local projects across Maine that will improve fire stations and emergency
services, update municipal buildings, and support upgraded facilities at the Maine National Guard and Portsmouth Naval
Shipyard (PNSY) in Kittery. This funding builds on the nearly $1.1 billion in CDS I have secured since 2021 for worthy
projects that benefit local communities and nonprofits across 16 counties. As Chair, I remain committed to working to better
ensure that federal spending and investments produce real results for the people of Maine.

I have also led other important legislative efforts this year that address problems many Mainers face. This includes
bills that expand federal efforts to combat Lyme disease and other tick-borne illnesses and improve access to early testing for
Alzheimer’s disease. Provisions I authored to strengthen prevention, treatment, and recovery services for those struggling with
substance use disorders and mental illness were included in the SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Reauthorization
Act that was recently signed into law. An amendment I authored in this year’s National Defense Authorization Act will increase
apprenticeship opportunities at public shipyards like PNSY. That bill also includes more than $400 million to support critical
infrastructure improvements at PNSY and a well-deserved 3.8 percent pay raise for all our nation’s service members.

In addition to advancing legislation, [ worked to ensure that federal commitments to Maine were maintained and,
when necessary, restored. I secured a seasonal employee exemption for Acadia National Park from the Administration’s
federal hiring freeze and from closure during the recent government shutdown. I protected local programs like Maine Sea
Grant and global initiatives like the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) from harmful funding cuts. I led
the effort to resume enrollment at Maine Job Corps centers and fought for full funding for Maine’s public schools this school
year. I preserved funding for the University of Maine System and secured the restoration of funding to the Passamaquoddy
Tribe at Pleasant Point and the Penobscot Nation. I protected low-income Mainers’ access to key programs like LIHEAP and
SNAP. Although I voted against the One Big Beautiful Bill Act due to my opposition to Medicaid cuts, I helped secure $50
billion to support rural health providers through the legislation’s Rural Health Transformation Program. Maine has been
awarded $190 million in the first year of this five-year grant program.

Throughout my Senate service, I have never missed a roll-call vote and have cast more than 9,850 consecutive votes—
reflecting the Maine work ethic I bring to Washington. My continued ranking as most bipartisan Senator from the Lugar
Center and Georgetown University is a testament to Maine’s tradition of working with cooperation and respect.

My highest priority as a Senator is to ensure that the State of Maine’s needs are met. If ever I can be of assistance to
you, please contact one of my state offices or visit my website at collins.senate.gov.

Sincerely,

Awinn M Colline

Susan M. Collins
United States Senator

www.collins.senate.gov



STATE OF MAINE
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
1 STATE HOUSE STATION
) AUGUSTA, MAINE
Janet T. Mills 04333-0001

GOVERNOR

Winter and Spring 2026

Dear Friends:

It has been the greatest honor of my life to serve as your governor for the past
seven years. We have faced many challenges together, from confronting a
global pandemic, to healing from a horrific tragedy in Lewiston, to rebuilding
from unprecedented storms that damaged homes and businesses across the
state. But we have done so with the strength, courage, and kindness that is at
the essence of Maine people, the same community spirit that will sustain us in
the years to come.

Our towns and cities are the essence of community and the foundation of our
democracy. In my last year as governor, I will push to continue fully funding
revenue sharing and public schools so those costs are not added to the
property tax bills. We will continue to make record investments in housing to
bring down the cost of home ownership. We will continue to deliver tax relief
to working people and lift the burden of student debt off the shoulders of
younger people to encourage them to stay here, pay taxes here and invest in
our state.

I fundamentally believe that our strongest asset is you — the people of Maine —
which is why my Administration’s approach has always been, and will always
be, to make this state the best place in the nation to live, work, and raise a

family.

With gratitude,
Py D W
(.:‘ ‘/‘,:f P /77
“ Janet T. Mills
Governor
K

PHONE: (207) 287-3531 (Voice) TTY 'USERS CALL 7} FAX: (207) 287-1034

www.maine.gov



February 17, 2026

Operations of the Town

2026 Proposed

Item 2025 Proposed 2025 Expensed Budget
Advertising 1,500.00 103.65 500.00
Audit | | 12,000.00 11,200.00 13,000.00
Computer Services/ySovftware 26,000}.00’ 22,906.08 26,000.00
Deeds 2,100.00 1,794.77 2,500.00
Dues | 2,000.00 1,920.00 2,100.00
Elected Officials » _

Selec‘tmen 9,100.00 9,100.00_ ~9,100.00

Treasurer _ 5,000.00 - 5,000.00 ~5,000.00
‘ Animal Control Officer _ 4,500.00 4,500.00 4,500.00

General Assistance 500.00 - 500.00 ~ 500.00

Code E_nfqrcement (CEO) 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00

Health Officer 25.00 25.00 25.00
~ Road Commissioner 1,200.00 1,200.00 1,2‘0‘0.0_0

Planning Board 3,000.00 1,401.00 3,000.00
 Plumbing Inspector 500.00 500.00 ~500.00

Appeals Board - 1,000.00
Election Wages & Expenses -

2 Elections in 2026 5,000.00 1,285.28 5,000.00
Equipment - Printer Lease & Supplies 3,000.00 2,438.52 3,000.00
Insurance 7,500.00 5,697.00 7,500.00
Office Supplies 5,500.00 2,905.85 5,500.00
Postage 2,500.00 1,210.52 2,000.00
Telephone & Internet ~ 4,000.00 3,979.68 4,500.00
Training 500.00 793.80 1,000.00
Travel 200.00 333.44 500.00

| ]
98,125.00 ,l 81,294.59 ( 100,425.00

l

I

Note: Missy wrote and we received a grant that helped offset 2025 Expenses.

Risk Reduction - $2,000 and Center for Civic & Life Grant - $5,000

Increase over last year's proposed budget by 3% J

|

Note: Prepared Prior to Audit/Figures may not be exact ‘




February 28, 2026 Legal and Grant Writing Expenses 2025

Legal Account Expensed 2025
Total Legal

Totals
25,565.72

Less

Large Scale/Annexation 5,687.41

|
J
General Representation 2,931.23 '
I

Town Boundaries 4,073.41

:
Centerville Road | 3,363.93
|
|
|
|

Total Leéal Expenses

16,055.98

Remaining to carryforward

9,509.74

‘Gjrant 'Writer_ “ __ }} ' Expensed 2_025 o
Approved at Town Meeting

Totals'

~ 4000.00

Subtotal

| Methot Methad:

. 4,000.00

Total Grant Writer Expenses |

2,200.00

Remaining funds

1,800.00

Note: Prepared Prior to Audit/Figures may not be exact
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February 17, 2026

Town Buildings and Grounds Maintenance 2026

|

2026 Proposed

Property 2025 Proposed ’ 2025 Expensed Budget
Town Office | J

Janitorial-cleaning & supplies 3,000 3,165 3,500

Security/Fire Inspection 1,000 713 1,000

Trash 125 - 125

Su btotal 4,125 o 3,878 N 4,625 }

Budget , 4,200 ’ ‘ 4,700

Town Properties | |

Buildings & Grounds-Flags, etc 200 197 2,500

Maintenance 1,000 ¢ 148 500

Maintenance-Baseball Field 2,000 1,008 2,000

Mowing - Ballfield, Memorial Park,

Town Landing, 2 Triangles & Cemeteries 4,100 4,100 4,100
Centerville Lot - bush hog 1,000 1,000 2,000
Old Dump Site-treeremevat& mowing 2,000 | 2,000 1,000
Town Landing Rea 5,000 | 5,992 1,000
Trash 125 60 125

' Subtotal 15,425 | 14,504 13,225
Budget 15,500 . 13,300
Union Hall
Maintenance & Clock Winding 2,000 1,535 2,000
Electric $100 x 12 mos. (estimate) 1,200 1,295 1,500
Folding Tables - 6 count 1,200 840 -
General Maitenance ‘ 562 2,000
Mowing 400 400 400
Plowing 1,000 1,120 1,500
*Steeple Repair - asking for grant match 5,000 34,440
Subtotal L 10,800 40,192 7,400
Budget 11,050 ' 7_,500
Note: Applied for a Susan Collins Grant to offset cost for Repairs to Union Hall/Approved for this grant.
Total Estimated Cost for Town Properties 25,250
Total Budget for Town Properties 30,750 25,500
l 1

Note: Citizens of the Town have been paying for trash disposal hence saving our Town these

funds. This may not continue in the future so we need to be prepared.

*Funding Sources for Union Hall Belfry Fund Expensed Remaining Funds
Appropriation 5,000 5,000 -
Remaining ARPA Funds 10,645 10,645 -
Reimb. from Fund Raising Account 7,175 7,175 =
Susan Collins Grant 17,000 11,620 5,380

Total Funding 39,820 34,440 5,380




Road Commissioners Report 2025

The 2025 Town Meeting raised and appropriated $50,000.00 for maintenance of
town roads to be used in 2026. | propose we continue the practice of raising funds in
the current year for the following year. See the Road Maintenance article within the
Town Warrant.

Currently, in the Road Maintenance account, we have around $95,000.00 +/-. The
remaining 2025 excise tax monies will be added to this account once the auditor
verifies the numbers.

I am recommending to the Selectmen that all excise tax money be transferred into
the Road Maintenance account each month, or whatever process works for the
office staff. In this way, all the road maintenance, including salt, sand, plowing,
maintenance, and loan repayment, will be in one place.

We currently have a Road Paving loan that | would like to pay off using some of these
funds. This loan has two years (December 2026 and 2027) left to pay in the amount
of $83,000 +/-. Doing this would allow the Town to obtain another loan to pave the
portion of Tibbettstown Road from the Montegail intersection to the Town line. At
the present time, the estimated cost of paving that portion is approximately
$300,000.00. | would like the Town to approve paying off the current paving loan
and then borrow funds for this new project.

Before paving, | plan to ditch and grind down the rock that is currently pushing up
through the tar.

Most of the other roads in Columbia Falls that are our responsibility are in good to
fair condition.

Other plans are to cut the shoulders and ditch Main Street to allow water to flow to
the ditches; sweep, mow, remove the beaver dam, and trim trees, where needed. |
am still working to replace the guardrails on the Crossroad. It is a very expensive and
lengthy process.

Please take note of the Town Code of Ordinances, enacted March 19, 2024, in
accordance with the Ordinance, page 96:

Signs: 1. Billboards, Off-Premises Signs Prohibited. Signs relating to goods or
services not sold or rendered on the premises are prohibited.

Please use this report as your 30-day notice. All signs that do not comply with the
ordinance will be removed and disposed of.

Please do not hesitate to call me with any questions, concerns, or suggestions.

Road Commissioner Mike Bailey
207-598-0312



February 17, 2026

Road Maintenance

Account # Description 2025 . Received Expensed Total
E40-10-55 Carryfoward for Maintenance ! 134,677.10
E40-10-55 Carryforward from Excise (per auditor 02/12/2025) 35,435.47
|
E40-10-55 Maintenance per Town Meeting for 2025 50,000.00
Total Funds to work with 220,112.57
Expenses |
14-Apr{Hammond Lumber for road signs 97.45 220,015.12
14-Apr|White Signs [ 424.09 219,591.03
17-Apr|Father's Farm-sign installation 375.00 219,216.03
27-May|ByUs-Sweeping [ 4,100.00 215,116.03
23-Jun|Marcus Norton-Change culvert @ 1397 Tibbettstown Rd 3,775.00 211,341.03 |
21-Jul|County Concrete-paving Main Street 95,000.00 116,341.03
7-Aug|Father's Farm-Mowing roadside 3,809.00 112,532.03
8-Sep|Hanscom's-Grading Highland Road 1,020.00 111,512.03
14-Oct|Marcus Norton-diitching on Tibbettstown Rd 6,951.00 104,561.03
12-Nov|Winter Sand - see below (reimburse Road Accoun 9,900.00 94,661.03
24-Nov |Father's Farm-Rt 1 Intersection/Road Work 75.00 94,586.03
Father's Farm-Centerville Rd/Beaver 200.00 94,386.03
Father's Farm-Great Hill Rd/Road Work 75.00 94,311.03
Father's Farm-Tibbettstown Rd/Trees 200.00 94,111.03
{Father's Farm-Centerville Rd/Beaver 200.00 93,911.03
23-Dec|Town Line Signs 230.88 93,680.15
31-Dec|YTD Interest 2,793.84 96,473.99
2/9/2026|Reimburse Road account fo Winter Sand 9,900.00 106,373.99
12,693.84 126,432.42
Account # Description 2025 Budget Expensed Total
!
2025 Loan Payment of $44,854.39
R40-10-010 |LRAP from State 2025 | 22,244.00 i
R40-40-055 Excise used for Loan Payment (budget using 2024 figures) 22,610.39 .
Total Loan Pmt. 'f 44,854.39
Excise received YTD 2025 203,986.61
Winter Road Maintenance - to be taken from Excise 150,000.00
Less - Salt E40-20-68 16,019.09
Less - Sand E40-20-69 9,900.00
Less -Plowing |E40-20-67 87,240.65
Subtotal Plowing, salt, sand 113,159.74
Less - excise used for Loan Pmt. | 22,610.39
Remaining Excise to carry forward ) “ | ~ 68,216.48
| |
Total Carryforward-l\/erified 02/28/2026 174,590.47 f




Pleasant River Ambulance Service 24/7 911 Dispatched

183 US Hwy 1, Columbia ME 04623 207-483-2700 A non-profit, 501(c)(3), quasi-municipal entity.

February 23, 2026
To the Residents of the Towns of Addison, Columbia, Columbia Falls, and Harrington, Greetings,

2025 was another extremely busy year with 715 calls for service with no time out-of-service. Another of our past
Paramedics returned in April as our Operations Chief, bringing our count to two. As in past years, I would like to take
this opportunity to recognize and thank each of our crew members for going above and beyond, responding to second
calls and interfacility transfers. Their selflessness increases our coverage abilities and reduces response times within
our communities. Roster 2025: Alec Bisson, Heather Dostie, Joshua Eastman, Chris Lake, Scott Lizotte, Brandon
Merrill, Kevin Merritt, Melina Merritt, Donna Mitchell, Ken Monroe, Colby Ross, Kendra Ross, Austin Rusecky,
Crystal Stanley and Gary Stanley. Special thanks also to our fellow community responders and agencies for their
assistance: Addison, Epping, and Harrington Fire, Washington County RCC and Sheriff’s Department, Machias,
Moosabec and Bold Coast Ambulance Services.

On August 20, 2024, we were a recipient of the EMS Stabilization Grant enacted by Maine Legislature in the amount
of $98,640. We finished expending the grant in May of 2025. Following the rules of the grant, in total, we purchased a
Power Load and compatible stretcher for Truck 51 and installed safety cameras in and cell-boosters on both trucks. For
training, we purchased a smart TV, a laptop and projector, video conferencing system, a full-body mannequin with
moulage kit, a wound packing trainer, a tourniquet trainer, and an ECG simulator. We upgraded patient equipment with
two new vacuum splint kits, pediatric backboards, infant safety restraint devices, scoop backboards, blanket warmers,
new “First-In” bags and carbon monoxide gas detectors. For employee safety and wellness, we purchased portable
radios, service-lettered job shirts, T-shirts, Hi-Vis safety jackets, vests and strobe lights, and arranged for PT

assessments with therapy equipment access. We also upgraded internet access to fiber.

In June 2025, we applied for and received the Legislature’s Sustainability Grant of $58,737.22. These funds are
dedicated to education and class time pay. We enrolled three, local, Basic EMTs in the Advanced EMT class and one
local EMT in the Paramedic class at United Training Center in Lewiston. These folks have dedicated one, and
occasionally, two days a week, traveling to Lewiston, in hopes of obtaining licenses that allow them to provide a higher

level of care for our communities. Certainly, this is a tremendous commitment on their part.

We continue looking forward, planning for the future of the service and the needs of our residents who are our family,
friends, and neighbors. If you are interested in joining the service or helping in other ways, please reach out to me,
members of the board, or the crew, and we will be happy to speak with you. Please feel free to stop at the station to get
acquainted, ask questions or even get your blood pressure checked. We thank you for your continued support of your

ambulance service.

Very Sincerely, Charlene Hammond, Chief

Directors: Addison: Cheryl Paul, Tracy Ramsay. Columbia: Brandi Graham, Kevin Lovejoy. Columbia Falls: Tony Santiago, Courtney Hammond.

Harrington: Dea Peterson, Robert Hammond.



PLEASANT RIVER AMBULANCE SERVICE
BUDGET VS. ACTUAL 2025 & PROPOSED 2026 BUDGET

2025 BUDGET 2025ACTUAL 2026 PROPOSED
INCOME:
REIMBURSEMENTS (INSURANCES / OTHER) 159,183.96 217,353.20 250,000.00
TOWN ALLOCATIONS 367,279.68 367,279.68 410,128.98
GRANTS (RESTRICTED FOR USE) - 55,000.00 58,737.22 %
DONATIONS 1,000.00 30,625.00 20,000.00
MISCELLANEOUS 1,164.48 586.00 2,286.00 -
TOTAL INCOME 583,628.12 674,581.10 682,414.98
EXPENSES:
PERSONNEL COSTS
PAYROLL 410,000.04 440,678.00 477,000.00
PAYROLL TAXES 32,000.04 34,354.00 38,004.00
TOTAL PERSONNEL 442,000.08 475,032.00 515,004.00
AMBULANCE COSTS
ALS REQUESTED 3,600.00 10,125.00 15,000.00
ONE TIME GRANT EXPENSES - 65,179.47 -
DIESEL / FUEL 12,000.00 13,210.40 14,004.00
CELL PHONE 2,220.00 1,394.47 1,608.00
MAINTENANCE / REPAIRS 6,000.00 6,612.13 6,500.04
SUPPLIES 360.00 569.52 400.08
TOTAL AMBULANCE 24,180.00 97,090.99 37,612.12
INSURANCES
WORKERS COMPENSATION 15,896.00 16,514.00 17,000.04
PROPERTY/CASUALTY/LIABILITY 18,000.00 16,947.00 18,000.00
TOTAL INSURANCES 33,996.00 33,461.00 35,000.04
PROFESSIONAL FEES 17,652.00 13,136.00 21,248.16
MAINTENANCE/REPAIRS/SUPPLIES
MEDICAL (MEDS/EQUIP/02/ETC. 19,400.04 15,829.79 21,204.12
BUILDING 2,880.00 4,737.75 4,775.04
OFFICE 1,200.00 1,287.78 1,200.00
TOTAL MAINTENANCE/REPAIRS/SUPPLIES 23,480.04 21,855.32 27,179.16
DEBT SERVICE 17,000.00 45,000.00 45,000.00
UTILITIES 10,920.00 10,568.88 12,000.00
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT/TRAININGS 4,200.00 81.37 4,200.00
EQUIPMENT PURCHASES 6,000.00 - 6,000.00
DUES/SUBSCR/LICENSES/PERMITS 3,579.96 2,868.99 1,800.00
POSTAGE/PRINTING/SHIPPING 120.00 144.95 200.04
MISCELLANEOUS 500.04 320.00 500.04
TOTAL EXPENSES 583,628.12 699,559.50 705,643.56




Epping Volunteer Fire District
Annual Report for 2025-March 2026

The Epping Volunteer Fire District provides fire protection
services to the towns of Columbia and Columbia Falls. We
respond for automatic mutual aid to the towns of Addison and
Harrington as part of the Pleasant River Fire District.

Epping Volunteer Fire District also provides automatic mutual
aid to town of Jonesboro, and responds, under contract to the
Washington County Unorganized Territories for structure and
vehicle fires in the Centerville Township, and Townships 18,
19, 24 and 25.

Epping Volunteer Fire District has been responding to calls
since November 1, 2014. We are located in the former
Columbia Fire Station at 392 US Route 1 in Columbia.

Our Board of Directors consists of one select board member
from each town and two citizens from each town. They are:
Selectman Richard Poirier, Columbia Falls President
Courtney Hammond, Columbia Falls Vice President

Susie Beal, Columbia Secretary

Amanda Butler, Columbia Treasurer

Selectman Sonya Grant, Columbia

Phillip Worcester, Columbia Falls

Epping has fifteen active firefighters of which five are interior
attack qualified. We are always looking for additional
volunteers. We meet twice a month (second and last Mondays
at 6 PM) as a minimum and conduct other training with area
departments on some weekends. There are many tasks to
perform, and not all firefighters need to be interior attack
qualified. They are all important to our missions. Our Junior
Firefighter Program allows teenagers 14-18 to train and serve
with us with some safety restrictions.

Fire Truck Purchase

Our new pumper/tanker, Epping 372, was built by Midwest
Fire Apparatus of Luverne, Minnesota. It was delivered in
August 2025. Specifications:
e 3000 Gallon Poly tank
1500 gpm Hale pump, center mount console
Freightliner chassis twin rear axle
Two 1 2 and one 2 % pre-connect hose lays
1000 feet 4-inch LDH supply hose
3000-gallon portable tank with drop down holder
Ground, roof and attic ladder with drop down holder
Foaming system

e  Meets all NFPA apparatus standards
It will eventually replace:

e 1991 International Tanker with a 3000-gallon tank
but no pump. It is a converted road tractor purchased
by Columbia. On loan to Addison Fire

e 1990 GMC Pumper/ tanker 1800-gallon tank
purchased by Columbia Falls Removed from service
and sold by Columbia Falls.

1994 Freightliner Pumper 750-gallon tank, purchased by
Columbia Falls. Pump is in very good shape. Acts as reserve
pumper for now.

We plan on returning to Maine State Forestry, Epping 364, a
former Military five-ton 1971 M813 this year.

Epping Volunteer Fire District Calls
January 1 - December 31, 2024

Epping Calls

Brush/Grass Fire 8
Vehicle Fire 3
Wildland Fire 2
Structure Fire 9
Chimney Fire 10
Stove Fire 1
Electrical 1
Propane Leak 1
Industrial Accident 1
Dumpster Fire 0
Motor Vehicle Accident 12
ATV Accident 2
Lifeflight MEDEVAC Landing Zone 1
Traffic Control 4
Power Lines Down 1
Fire Alarm 4
Furnace/Heater Malfunction 0
Rescue Assist 1
CPR 3
Lift Assist 38
Ambulance Driver 0
Flooding/Pumping 0
Trees Down 1
Epping Total 103

Total Man hours: 1023.50
We continue to serve the citizens of Columbia and Columbia

Falls and thank them for their generous support and faith in
our efforts.

Submitted: Cecil Gray, Fire Chief



EPPING VOLUNTEER FIRE DISTRICT
392 US Rte. 1, PO Box 204
Columbia, ME 04623
(207)483-2036

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

FY-2025 PROPOSED ANNUAL BUDGET

FY-25 FY-26

LABOR
Wages $3,750 $3,750
Taxes $ 500 $§ 500
LABOR SUBTOTAL $4,250 $4,250
ADMINISTRATION
Accounting Services (Audit, Taxes, Payroll) $300 $300
Annual Incorporation Fee $35 $35
Bank Service Fee(s) $500 $500
Computer Supplies & Equipment $1500 $1000*
Legal Fees $100 $100
Meals (Away) $350 $350
Medical Exams $1500 $1500
Membership Dues (Washington County Fire Fighter Association) $20 $20
MMA Membership Fee $675 $750*
MMA Firefighter Supplemental Insurance 5600 $600
Office Supplies & Equipment $300 $300
Property & Casualty Insurance $10000 $10000
Reimbursement (FF Mileage) $4300 $4500*
Rentals $100 $100
Shipping & Postage $150 $150
Travel (Away) $200 $500*
Workers Compensation (MEMIC) $1200 $1200
G&A SUBTOTAL $21830 $21905
MAINTENANCE
Equipment Buildings & Grounds $3600 $3600
Contract Services (Hose & Pump Tests, etc.) $3000 $3100*
Equipment Repair Mobile $1000 $1000
Maintenance Consumables $300 $300
Maintenance Reserve Fund $2000 $2000
Maintenance Rental $200 $200
Tools $200 $500*
Vehicle Repair $17000 $17000

Vehicle Supplies

361 Pumper

362 Tanker

363 Brush Truck

364 Brush Tanker

372 Pumper/Tanker

371 Pumper

373 Pumper/Tanker
MAINTENANCE SUBTOTAL $27300 $27700




OPERATIONS
Operational Contract Services $1500 $1500
Operational Equipment $2000 $2000
Electricity $3500 $3500
Heating Fuel $4000 $4000
Laundry Services $200 $200
Operational Safety Equipment

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) $5500 $12000*

Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) $2700 $2700
Operational Supplies (Consumables - Foam) $3000 $3000
Radios & Pagers $1000 $2000*
Telephone (Station Telcom) $1750 $1000*
Training $1400 $1400
Vehicle & Mobile Equipment Fuel $2000 $2000
Waste Disposal $100 $100
OPERATONS SUBTOTAL $28650 $35400
GRAND TOTAL $82,030 $85,005

* denotes increase

Difference between FY-2025 and FY-2026 is $2975

EVFD’s 2025 Annual Budget request from each town is: $42,50250




Local Health Officer Report

Greetings,

Another year has passed in our small town and there have been a few challenges.

Through the fall, winter and into the coming spring, Respiratory diseases such as
Influenza A, Covid and the Common Cold have and will show their strength. It seems
Influenza A is particularly strong and long lasting this year.

It seems the local ER’s have seen an increase in Animal Bites by non-house pets which
leads to the need for Rabies Vaccine Protocols to be initiated for the bite victim. Our
Town has had a longstanding issue with Feral Cats and | can only foresee more
episodes of the same.

Interestingly it has been another year without a housing complaint being brought
forward for health concerns.

Healthcare options for the elderly such as Nursing Homes, Assisted Living Facilities and
Elderly Group Homes continue to dwindle here in the State. Please plan ahead with
your family and communicate clearly.

See Your Primary Care Provider
Know your medications

Make an accurate medication list
Stay hydrated

Check on your neighbors

Wash your hands

Regards,
Joe Bragg, RN



Dear Citizens of Columbia Falls,

The Union Hall Committee would like to thank everyone who volunteered for events in 2025. We had
an excellent year; in May we held our first school dance for 4th-8th graders and had over 65 students in
attendance and a great local DJ. In August, our annual yard sale raised over $1000. We hosted our
popular craft fair and Trunk or Treat in October and a very well attended town tree lighting and auction
fundraiser at the end of November. We welcomed many renters, for example, the Pleasant River
Historical Society and Calvary Chapel of Pleasant Bay. These rentals allowed a wide variety of
community members to experience our beautiful historic space.

We have a significant fundraising year ahead of us. With funds from a USDA grant, town-raised, and
Union Hall fundraising funds we stabilized the Union Hall clock tower in the Spring of 2025. Much still
needs to be done to prevent water ingress, which has caused damage to the clock tower. For 2026,
with the help of taxpayers, grants, and private donations, we will raise $60,000 for a 1:1 matching grant
through the Maine Steeple Fund.

The town'’s grant writer, Amanda Methot, along with members of the Union Hall Committee will work on
writing and receiving a number of grants for 2026 to help reduce the community burden.

We have a busy summer schedule. We hope that you are able to attend an event at Union Hall, rent
the space, or join the committee.

Union Hall 2026 Event Calendar

Smelt Fry April 25, 2026

Spring Fling Dance May 8, 2026 6pm — 8pm

Bold Coast Antiques. July 11, 2026

Yard Sale August 9 & 10, 2026 9am — 4pm & 10am-2pm
Community Dance  September 2026

Craft Fair October 3, 2026 9am — 2pm

Trunk or Treat October 24, 2026 4pm-6pm

Costume Dance Oct 24, 2026. 6pm-8pm

Tree Lighting November 21, 2026 6pm

Hosted by Pleasant River Historical Society —
Baseline Open House

September 25, 2026

Baseline Tour

September 26, 2026

Sincerely,

Shelby Greene,
Union Hall Committee Chair



February 28, 2026

Union Hall Fund Raising Account

Events for 2025 Calendar Year
| |
August 9th Yard Sale f — ’Ballfield Concessions
Proceeds-total w. food 1,001.81 Income 330.00
Less Expenses 124.29
Gross Proceeds 1,001.81 Net Proceeds 205.71
Less Expenses |
Advertising - Free
Supplies
Net Proceeds from Yard Sale 1,001.81
Total Net Proceeds from both Yard Sales 1,001.81 f
Quilt Raffle Proceeds [ 325.00  Spring Fling Dance
Income
Expenses not directly related to select Events l Event & Concessions | 635.00
Paint/Stain for front Steps 224.29  Less Expenses ( J
Pressure Treated 4x4s 37.98 DJ Lauren Gray | 100.00 / o
~ Dance License L 117.00 ]
3 § | 217.00
_ Net Proceeds | B 418.00
Total Maitenance 262.27
» Trunk or Treat Event
Christmas Tree Lighting Water -
Chance Auction 1,777.00 Pinata =
50/50 Raffle | 49.00 Candy -
Subtotal 1,826.00  Gift Card 25.00
Less Expenses Sundry Gift Items 32.64
Food/Drinks Cost of Event 57.64
' Gifts for Children 119.35 |
_Elmer's-Tree Lights 91.52 |
' Porta Potty - | October 4th Craft Fair | 2025 | 2024 Year
Raffle Tickets for next year Tables [ 450.00 450.00
Total Expenses 210.87 Donation 20.00 20.00
Riley's Donation 70.00 70.00
Net Proceeds 1,615.13 50/50 Raffle 62.00 61.00
Gross Proceeds 602.00 601.00
fNo Expenses
Monthly Interest YTD 0.41 B B
Events only L
Gross Proceeds 4,718.81 T
Gross Expenses 872.07
Net Income 3,846.74




Columbia Falls Town Library

PO Box 100

Columbia Falls , Maine, 04623

Dear Townspeople,

The Columbia Falls Library is here to serve the community with open hours:
Thursday 1pm-4pm and Saturday 12pm-4pm. Operational funding is provided by
the Stephen and Tabitha King Foundation and local donors such as the Gail Scott
Family. Library duties are performed by community volunteers. The Library adds
value to our community without increasing the tax burden. At this year’s Annual
Town Meeting we are asking the town to appropriate $1,240 from our grant funds
which will be used to purchase new books, supplies, and begin a few new

programs at the Library.

We had a wonderful year in 2025 with over 175 visits. The Library was used for a
variety of meetings by the Columbia Falls Selectboard, United Methodists Women,

a local Homeschool group, Pleasant River Historical Society, and Union Hall.

For the upcoming year, we plan to host a weekly or bi-weekly Adult Chess Club, a
Walking Club, a Cribbage Club, Audible Book Club (on tape), Citizens Coffee get
together, Knitting/Crafts, Children's Story Time and a Homeschoolers Book Club.
We recently welcomed a new volunteer who will help offer an additional library

open day during the week.

Please continue to support this wonderful community asset!

Janie Kroeger, Librarian



Columbia Falls Town Library

8 Point Street

Columbia Falls, ME

OPEN Tuesday, 1-4pm and Saturday 12-4pm

Please answer the following questions with a check mark and return to the town office, town
meeting or library during open hours.

How often do you read books?
Once a week

Once a month

Once a year

Never

How often do you visit the library?
Once a week

Once a month

Once a year

Never

What are your favorite literary genres?
(Check all the apply)

e Horror
Mystery
Action
Romance
Non fiction
Fiction
Young adult
Historical
Genealogy
Other

What times work best, for you, to visit the library?

e Morning

e Lunch hour
e Afternoon

e Evening

What days work best for visiting the library? (Check all that apply)

e Monday

e Tuesday

e \Wednesday
e Thursday



e Friday
e Saturday
e Sunday

What age demographic applies to you as a reader?
e Mommy and me
e Early readers
e Young adult
e Adult

What other activities would you like to participate in at the Library? (Check all that apply)
Book clubs

Read aloud

Arts and crafts

Audible book listening

Movie nights

Board game nights

Senior coffeehouse

Walking club

Other

Would you like to volunteer at the Library?
e Yes
e No

If interested in volunteering please list your name and contact information below:
Name

Email address

Phone number

Thank you for your interest in the Columbia Falls Library!



Columbia Falls Cemetery Association

To the Citizens of the Town of Columbia Falls:

First, we would like to take a moment to thank the members of the town for
voting to honor our 2025 request to help pay for the annual maintenance of the
Great Hill and Ruggles Cemeteries.

We will be doing our annual clean-up this spring along with cleaning of the steps
and some of the headstones. If anyone is looking to help with these efforts, a flyer
will be posted at the Post Office and local store with the date and time once it has
been set.

We are asking for $2000 from the town again this year to help pay for our annual
mowing, so that dues from members can be used towards larger projects that
need to be completed.

Sincerely,

Columbia Falls Cemetery Association



PLEASANT RIVER

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2025 Annual Report for the Towns of Addison, Columbia, and Columbia Falls

Monthly Meetings — will be held on the 3+ Thursday of every month. The location each month will be
determined before the meeting date. Currently, meetings are on the Pleasant River Historical Society
Facebook page.

Activities
Our first annual children’s program was held at low tide in Columbia Falls. There were many pottery fragments

in different colors and patterns, as well as a few pretty rocks. Even though we have titled this for
children, all ages are welcome. Just remember to wear your boots!

Projects

We have created our first Christmas ornament. A new one will be available later this year, so start your
collection now.

Our kiosk is almost finished! The completed project can be viewed on the south side of Main Street, right on the
bank of the Pleasant River near the bridge in Columbia Falls. We are fortunate to have received a
perpetual easement from the owners. There is a bench on site for folks to sit and listen to the river while
watching the wildlife that lives in and around the river.

2026 Planned Events
Margaretta Days — June 2026, date to be announced.

Kids Day on the River— Date to be determined (June 2026) — at low tide in Columbia Falls, explore the
mud for pottery (there seems to be some there); have a specialist look at the “finds and give an idea of
the period.

Addison Days — July 11, 2026

Epping Baseline — Information Meeting September 24, 2026, at Union Hall in Columbia Falls; the tour
will be Saturday, September 25, 2026. This event is several hours long so please be prepared with
snacks, lunch, and water.

New - This year, we respectfully request your financial support as we work toward securing a permanent home
for our historic materials, documents, photographs, and physical artifacts collected over many years.
Currently, these items are in storage, limiting our ability to display them or provide public access. We
ask that you please consider the article included in each of the three Towns’ warrants, through which
we are requesting your support.

Dues are due and can be mailed to Pleasant River Historical Society at P O Box 300, Addison, ME 04606. The
amount to be sent is $10.00. Anyone interested in becoming a member may send in their dues with
contact information, including an email address. We will be happy to contact you concerning all
meetings and activities.

Officers: Grace Falzarano, President, Ronie Strout, Vice President, and Beth Miller, Secretary/Treasurer.

Please feel free to contact any of these folks with questions, suggestions, ideas, participation, and meeting
dates. As always, the goal of this Historical Society is to preserve and share our history. The public is
always welcome to attend and/or join us. Please reach out if you are interested.

Respectfully submitted: Grace Falzarano, President, and Ronie Strout, Vice President

Encompassing the Towns of Addison, Columbia, and Columbia Falls
Website: PleasantRiverHistoricalSociety.org



Real Estate Taxes
Tax Year 2023
As of 12/31/2025
ALLEN, GRACE & HAROLD (HEIRS OF)
ALLEN, GRACE (HEIRS OF) ALLEN, RAYMOND
TENNEY, MAURICE TENNY, HEIRS OF LEE

TOTAL

Real Estate Taxes
Tax Year 2024
As of 12/31/2025

ALLEN, GRACE & HAROLD (HEIRS OF)
ALLEN, GRACE (HEIRS OF) ALLEN, RAYMOND
Bagley (Heirs), Willard %Jeanette Worcester
BLACKBURN, JEROME R
BURGESS, ENOCH BURGESS, STACEY
CLAY, JOHN F
CLEAVES, ELAINE
DRISKO, MICHAEL
Grant, Heirs of Robin
GRANT, ROBERT L
HINKLE, KELLY J HINKLE, RONNIE L
LESBINES, TRAVIS
LYONS, MELISSA
MCMANUS, CHRISTOPHER
MCMANUS, CHRISTOPHER L
MUTTY, DANIEL E
RINKLE, DAVID HOLUB, ELIZABETH
ROBINSON, MICHAELA E LOOK, JEREMY S
SHAMBACH, BRANDON L
SMITH, JASON L CROCKER, KIMBERLY A
TENNEY, MAURICE TENNY, HEIRS OF LEE
THAXTER, MORTON JR THAXTER, SHERI
THERRIEN, LORI
TRACY, LINDA
WHITE, KRISTI
WORCESTER, FRANCES

TOTAL

342.12
231.19
478.34

1,051.65

332.77
226.56
161.35
608.54
2,244.54
1,862.91
593.64
1,782.44
193.54
701.71
991.62
1,297.97
479.97
340.23
263.83
327.18
174.39
993.83
1,001.71
1,345.18
463.20
1,173.13
336.50
237.74
610.41
412.90

19,157.79



Real Estate Taxes
Tax Year 2025

As of 12/31/2025
1000 US-1 LLC
ALLEN, GRACE & HAROLD (HEIRS OF)
ALLEN, GRACE (HEIRS OF) ALLEN, RAYMOND
Bagley (Heirs), Willard %Jeanette Worcester
BICKFORD, TIAH LYNN
BLACKBURN, JEROME R
BRADLEY, JOSEPH JR BRADLEY, JAMIE
BROWN, PATRICIA M
BROWN, PATRICIA M
BURGESS, ENOCH BURGESS, STACEY
CLAY, JOHN F
CLEAVES, ELAINE
COTTON, MARK COTTON, SHIRLEY
COTTON, SHIRLEY
DRISCOLL, KATHERINE (PERS REP)
DRISKO, MICHAEL
EMERY, DAMIAN V
FARNSWORTH, JOLENE FARNSWORTH, RICHARD JR
FLETCHER, EUGENE PEABODY, KERRY & CARRIE
FLETCHER, EUGENE PEABODY, KERRY & CARRIE
FLETCHER, EUGENE PEABODY, KERRY & CARRIE
FOSS, FAITH
Grant, Heirs of Robin
GRANT, ROBERT L
GROVES, ROBERT L JR (TIC) FIRTH, LERQY N (TIC)
HAMMOND, CHADWICK M MOORE, JOAN M
HAMMOND, CHADWICK M MOORE, JOAN M
HARTFORD, SANDRA L
HINKLE, KELLY J HINKLE, RONNIE L
Hudson, Thomas Hudson, Cheryl C
KEETON, JACKIE L IT LOOK, JOHN R
KOWALSKY, MATHEW
LESBINES, TRAVIS
LOOK, JAY LOOK, PAMELA A
LOOK, JOHN
LOOK, JOHN KROEGER, MEGAN E
LOOK, NANCY M ROCKWELL, WENDELL E
LUMAN, JOSHUA W
LYONS, MELISSA
MCMANUS, CHRISTOPHER
MCMANUS, CHRISTOPHER L

3,751.04
273.09
158.64

88.35
736.95
570.29

1,200.81
369.48
313.26

2,514.08

3,600.43
604.42
323.30

6,502.07

1,345.79

1,885.56

1,333.35
949.81
516.07
823.30

3,343.40
116.47
391.57
670.69

1,210.85
785.15
530.13
730.93

1,640.58

1,789.17

1,409.65

1,477.92

1,363.47

3,046.21

1,897.61
377.51

14.06

2,620.51
481.93
281.13
198.80



Real Estate Taxes
Tax Year 2025
As of 12/31/2025 Continued...

MORAISEY, MATTHEW MORAISEY, JENNIE E
MURPHY, ERIC R
MURPHY, ROMUNDA L MURPHY, LAWRENCE C
MUTTY, DANIEL E
MUTTY, DANIEL E
OLIVER, KENNETH (HEIRS OF) OLIVER, RONALD
OLIVER, PATRICK
OLIVER, PATRICK
OLIVER, PATRICK
OLIVER, PATRICK
OLIVER, RONALD
ROBINSON, MICHAELA E LOOK, JEREMY S
ROBINSON, MICHAELA E LOOK, JEREMY S
ROSA, BROOKE
SCHMELZER, RUSSELL A SCHMELZER, SARAH C
SHAMBACH, BRANDON L
SMITH, JASON L CROCKER, KIMBERLY A
TARDY, STEPHEN H
TENNEY, MAURICE TENNY, HEIRS OF LEE
THAXTER, MORTON JR THAXTER, SHERI
THERRIEN, LORI
TIBBETTS, KATHLEEN
TRACY, LINDA
WAGNER, AIMEE
WHITE, KRISTI
WILES, JEFFREY WAYNE WILES, ANGELYNN
WORCESTER, FRANCES

TOTAL

588.36
1,592.38
184.74
317.27
25.95
21.62
783.14
483.94
2,096.40
255.02
7.25
883.54
1,859.45
2,687.76
4,690.80
1,044.19
1,749.01
1,319.88
413.66
1,228.93
327.31
190.76
220.89
1,088.36
710.85
493.98
409.64

77,236.44



If you would like to view the full audit or
would like a complete copy, please contact the
Town Office at 207-483-4067 or
townofcolumbiafalls@gmail.com.

Thank you.

AUDITOR



ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents
Investments

Taxes receivable

Due from other funds

Receivable from other governments

Total assets

LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOWS OF
RESOURCES AND FUND BALANCES
Liabilities
Accounts payable
Due to other funds

Total liabilities

Deferred inflows of resources
Prepaid taxes
Unavailable property taxes

Total deferred inflows of resources

Fund balances
Nonspendable for:
Cemetery funds
Ministerial school funds
Scholarship funds
Restricted for other purposes
Committed for other purposes
Unassigned

Total fund balances

Total liabilities, deferred inflows
of resources and fund balances

DRAFT

Town of Columbia Falls, Maine
Balance Sheet
Governmental Funds
December 31, 2025

Statement 3

Other
Governmental

Fund - Total
Permanent Governmental

General Fund Reserve Funds Fund Funds
$ 407,361 $ 182,390 $ 1,191 $ 590,942
- - 23,750 23,750
180,893 - - 180,893
- 23,749 - 23,749
35,824 - - 35,824
$ 629,078 $ 206,139 $ 24,941 $ 860,158
$ 8,552 $ - $ - $ 8,552
8,136 - 15,613 23,749
16,688 - 15,613 32,301
2,743 - - 2,743
67,798 s - 67,798
70,541 - - 70,541
- - 7,099 7,099
- - 1,001 1,001
- - 1,228 1,228
- 22,852 - 22,852
212,988 183,287 - 396,275
328,861 - - 328,861
541,849 206,139 9,328 757,316
$ 629,078 $ 206,139 $ 24,941 $ 860,158

13

See accompanying notes to basic financial statements.



DRAFT Statement 4

Town of Columbia Falls, Maine
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances
Governmental Funds
For the Year Ended December 31, 2025

Other
Governmental
Fund - Total
Permanent Governmental
General Fund Reserve Funds Fund Funds
REVENUES
Property taxes $ 884,674 $ - $ - $ 884,674
Excise taxes 206,779 ; - - 206,779
Liens and interest charges 6,863 - - 6,863
Licenses and permits 8,587 - - 8,587
Intergovernmental 217,754 - - 217,754
Interest earnings (loss) 5517 8,350 2,984 16,851
Donations - 4,718 - 4,718
Miscellaneous 1,608 - - 1,608
Total revenues 1,333,507 13,068 2,984 1,349,559
EXPENDITURES
Current
General government 232,707 - - 232,707
Public safety 109,926 - - 109,926
Roads 229,693 - - 229,693
Welfare and donations 4,425 - - - 4,425
Education 468,862 - - 468,862
County tax 220,335 - - 220,335
Cemetery 2,000 - - 2,000
Debt service
Principal 39,315 - - 39,315
Interest and other charges 5,539 - - 5,539
Capital and grant outlay - 230,411 - 230,411
Total expenditures 1,312,862 230,411 - 1,543,273
Excess of revenues over expenditures 20,645 (217,343) 2,984 (193,714)
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
Transfers in 8,664 62,483 - 71,147
Transfers out (59,500) (8,664) (2,984) (71,148)
Total other financing sources (uses) (50,836) 53,819 (2,984) (1)
Net change in fund balances (30,191) (163,524) - (193,715)
FUND BALANCES - BEGINNING 572,040 369,663 9,328 951,031
FUND BALANCES - ENDING $ 541,849 $ 206,139 $ 9,328 $ 757,316

See accompanying notes to basic financial statements. 15



Exhibit 1

DRAFT

Town of Columbia Falls, Maine
Budget and Actual (with Variances)
General Fund
For the Year Ended December 31, 2025

Variance with

Final Budget -
Actual Positive
Budgeted Amounts Amounts (Negative)
Original Changes * Final
REVENUES
Property taxes net of discounts $ 866,444 $ - 866,444 $ 884,674 $ 18,230
Excise taxes 150,000 52,491 202,491 206,779 4,288
Liens and interest charges - - - 6,863 6,863
Licenses and permits - - 8,587 8,587
Intergovernmental 175,745 198,249 217,754 19,505
Donations 8,000 8,000 1,725 (6,275)
Investment earnings - - - 5517 - 5,517
Miscellaneous - - - 1,608 1,608
Total revenues 1,200,189 74,995 1,275,184 1,333,507 58,323
EXPENDITURES
Current
General government 264,875 19,407 284,282 232,707 51,575
Public safety 110,735 - 110,735 109,926 809
Roads 200,000 74,735 274,735 274,547 188
Welfare and donations 4,435 260 4,695 4,425 270
Education 468,862 - 468,862 468,862 -
County tax 122,003 98,332 220,335 220,335 -
Cemetery 2,000 - 2,000 2,000 -
Total expenditures 1,174,160 192,734 1,366,894 1,312,862 54,032
Excess (deficiency) of revenues over
expenditures 26,029 (117,739) (91,710) 20,645 112,355
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
Use of carryover fund balances 50,000 109,075 159,075 - (159,075)
Overlay (16,529) - (16,529) - 16,529
Transfers in - 8,664 8,664 8,664 -
Transfers out (59,500) - (59,500) (59,500) -
Total other financing sources (uses) (26,029) 117,739 91,710 (50,836) (142,546)
Net change in fund balances $ - $ - - (30,191) $ (30,191)
FUND BALANCES - BEGINNING 572,040
FUND BALANCES - ENDING $ 541,849

* - Use of additional revenues, use of fund balance and special meeting approvals

27



Intent to Donate Land
Declaration of Intent

We, the undersigned, hereby express our genuine and voluntary intent to donate the
following described parcel of land to the Town of Columbia Falls, hereafter referred to as
“the Recipient.” This expression of intent is made free from any undue influence,
coercion, or expectation of material benefit. The intention is to contribute positively to
the betterment of the broader community.

Description of the Land

The land subject to this intended donation is described as follows:

e [Location: The land is a .5acre lot on the South side of the road across from the
undersigned’s residence at 182 Main St Columbia Falls, Maine

e Parcel Map/Lot 11-045, Specifically Lot #2 of Warranty Deed Washington County
Registry Book/Page B2351P321. Copies enclosed herewith.

e Current Zoning/Use: Residential

Purpose of Donation

The land is being donated for the following purpose(s): A common area park open to the
public, residents and visitors alike much as it has been used in the last 25 years. It

would also provide a space for the Pleasant River Historical Society to erect an
information kiosk informing and promoting the Historic District of Columbia Falls Village.
The park is to be called Lester Look Jr and Robert Look Memorial Park. They were
brothers from Columbia Falls who gave the ultimate sacrifice in Europe during WWIL

Legal Considerations

The land donation will be conducted in compliance with all applicable local, state, and
federal laws. This includes proper transfer of the title, the resolution of any
encumbrances or liens, and adherence to zoning and land use regulations. The Donor
agrees to provide the Warranty Deed. The subject property is presently part of the
security in Donors’ home mortgage to Machias Savings Bank. A release from this
mortgage is required. Estimated costs for this release are $1850 ($800 bank fee, $750



appraisal fee and $300 attorney document preparation). The Recipient shall pay all
costs of above documentation (plus survey and title search if desired) required to effect
legal transfer of ownership.

Restrictions and Reserved Rights

The Donor may maintain the property while able.

The Donor may install a memorial plaque like those at Union Hall and Ruggles House.
The Recipient shall erect a sign stating “Lester Look Jr and Robert Look Memorial
Park”.

The Recipient shall continue to maintain property when Donor is no longer able.
Procedural Steps

e Recipient (Select Board) shall propose an article and obtain citizen approval at
the annual Town meeting in March 2026.
e Donor shall draft the warranty deed.

e Recipient shall execute transfer documents and record with appropriate land
registry office
e Recipient shall issue formal acknowledgment.

Recipient’s Responsibilities

Upon acceptance of the land, the Recipient agrees to:

e Maintain the land in accordance with the agreed-upon purpose
e Adhere to any conditions or restrictions placed by the Donor
e Use the land in a manner that benefits the public

I, Charles H. Hammond and Robert M. Hammond, being of sound mind and legal
capacity, do hereby declare my intent to donate the property described herein to The
Town Of Columbia Falls, Maine for the purposes stated above. I understand this
document does not itself constitute a legal transfer but expresses my sincere intent to
proceed with the necessary steps to complete the donation, subject to satisfaction of the
conditions outlined herein.



Centerville Road Community Park - Article #24

In regards to Article #24 I write this informative page for the 2026 Columbia Falls
Town Report in order to inform the Town of the financial process I have been
undertaking.

The total cost required for the Playground Equipment is $64,000.00. Article #24 is
asking the town for $50,000.00 to be used for the partial cost of this equipment. I
have been actively seeking donations for several months to reach the total of
$64,000.00 required. My goal is that once I reach $14,000.00 in donations, the
amount needed to fund the total cost of playground equipment, any amount of
donations over that $14,000.00 collected will be used to reduce the an to lessen the
future Tax burden on the town.

So far we have received many donated hours of labor, of material, and equipment
required to achieve our goal of creating a Community Park equaling,
approximately, a $50,000.00 value.

Upon the approval of Article #24 I will be asking the Select Board to support that
any amount of monies donated over the the amount needed for the Playground to
be placed in a newly created Reserve Account for the future use in the
development of any and all Playground efforts in Columbia Falls.

Sincerely,
Columbia Falls Selectman,

Richie Poirier



TOWN WARRANT

STATE OF MAINE COUNTY OF WASHINGTON

GREETINGS:

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the
inhabitants of said Town of Columbia Falls qualified to vote in town affairs to meet at the
COLUMBIA FALLS MUNICIPAL BUILDING at seven o’clock in the evening on March
17, 2026, and act on the following articles, to wit:

ARTICLE 1
To elect a Moderator to preside at said meeting.

ARTICLE 2
To elect a citizen to serve as Selectman for a 3-year term.

ARTICLE 3
To elect a citizen to serve on the Planning Board for a 3-year term.

ARTICLE 4
To elect a citizen to serve on the Planning Board Alternate for a 3-year term.

ARTICLE 5

To see if the Town will vote to require that any person seeking election to the Select
Board declares their intent to run in advance of Annual Town Meeting and to adopt the
following procedure:

Any individual seeking election to the Select Board shall, no later than 30 days prior to
the Annual Town Meeting, submit a written declaration of intent to run for Select Board
along with a candidate’s statement not to exceed one (1) page. The candidate’s
statement shall include the candidate’s qualifications and reasons for seeking election.
Candidates shall be available to the voters prior to the Annual Town Meeting which shall
include but not be limited to posting on the Town’s website and at the Town Office. Only
candidates who have submitted a declaration of intent and a candidate’s statement in
accordance with this procedure will be eligible to be considered for the Select Board.

Selectboard RECOMMENDED

ARTICLE 6

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Administrative
Assistant Compensation.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: up to $54,300
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ARTICLE 7

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Deputy
Administrative Assistant.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: up to $14,100

ARTICLE 8
To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Assessor Agent.
Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $8,500

ARTICLE 9

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Revaluation of the
Town. Funds to be taken from Undesignated — Recommended by the Selectboard.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $50,000

ARTICLE 10

To see if the Town will vote to fix the Compensations for the Municipal Officers and
Officials of the Town for the 2026 calendar year.

SELECTMEN TREASURER $ 5,000.00
Chair $3,700.00 ROAD COMMISSIONER $ 1,200.00
Member $2,700.00 CODE ENFORCEMENT $ 2,500.00
Member $2,700.00 PLUMBING INSPECTOR $ 500.00

HEALTH OFFICER $ 25.00 ANIMAL CONTROL $ 4,500.00

General Assistance $ 500.00 APPEALS Board $ 1,000.00

PLANNING BOARD: CHAIR $ 40.00 per meeting

EACHMEMBER $ 35.00 per meeting

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $27,325.00 TOTAL

ARTICLE 11

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Operations of the
Town for the 2026 fiscal year.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $100,425

ARTICLE 12
To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for Payroll Taxes.
Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $11,750

ARTICLE 13

To see what wages the Town will set to be paid to laborers and equipment for the ensuing
year.

Selectboard RECOMMENDED: STATE WAGE
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ARTICLE 14

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for Legal Account.
Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $10,000

ARTICLE 15

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for Grant Writer.
Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $4,000

ARTICLE 16

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for reimbursement of

mileage and veterinary expenses for Animal Control Fund.
Note: This is not AOC's pay; expenses only.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $100

ARTICLE 17
To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for STREET LIGHTS.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $13,000

ARTICLE 18
To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Town Properties.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $25,500

ARTICLE 19

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Town Building
Fund. Funds to be taken from Undesignated — Recommended by the Selectboard.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $5,000

ARTICLE 20

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Ball Park

Boundary. Note: This is for one boundary line to define the property line between the Town Ball Park
and the private neighboring property and for locating a crosswalk placement from the parking lot across
Centerville Road to the ballfield.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $3,500

ARTICLE 21

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Town Landing.
Note: These are required matching funds for the Coastal Community Planning grant — pending Town
approval, for engineering. Total amount of grant is $62,800.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $12,800
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ARTICLE 22

To see if the Town will vote to accept a transfer of land from Charles and Roberta
Hammond. This property is located at Map 11, Lot 45 in the Town of Columbia Falls,
approximately .5 acres. A release from a mortgage on said property is required with the
Town paying up to $2,000. In consideration of this transfer, Charles and Roberta
Hammond requests the Town to erect a sign stating “Columbia Falls Veterans Memorial
Park” be place on the property.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $2,000

ARTICLE 23

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Old Dump Site

DEP Required Mitigation. Funds are reimbursable from the State with a reimbursement of 90% of
the total cost. This is for the first phase of engineering and construction.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $20,000

ARTICLE 24

To see if the Town will vote to construct a playground area located on the Centerville
Road to include a half-court basketball court, walking path, and Community Park on the
Town owned land on the Centerville Road across from the ballfield.

Selectboard RECOMMENDED

ARTICLE 25

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for a Playground and
Equipment on Town owned property on Centerville Road.

Note: Donations are promised to help fund this project.
Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $50,000

ARTICLE 26

To see if the Town will vote to accept donations for Town projects approved by the
voters.

Selectboard RECOMMENDED

ARTICLE 27

To see if the Town will approve the creation of a parking lot/basketball court, and a
simple 2 swing set/slide and sandbox playground at the old fire station location (not the
waterfront lot).

Selectboard RECOMMENDED

Page 4|9



ARTICLE 28

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Union Hall

Steeple Repair. Note: This amount is a match for the Maine Steeple Fund. Total grant is $60,000.
The Town'’s is to contribute $20,000 with the Union Hall Committee to seek $40,000 through donation for
a grand total of $120,000.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $20,000

ARTICLE 29

To see if the Town will vote to accept a transfer of land from Charles and Roberta
Hammond. This property is located at Map 11, Lot 45 in the Town of Columbia Falls,
approximately .5 acres. A release from a mortgage on said property is required with the
Town paying up to $2,000. In consideration of this transfer, Charles and Roberta
Hammond requests the Town to erect a sign stating “Columbia Falls Veterans Memorial
Park” be place on the property.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $2,000

ARTICLE 30

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from excise tax for the purpose of Snow
Removal, Salt and Sand.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $150,000

ARTICLE 29

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Maintenance of
Town Roads and Bridges for the 2027 calendar year.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $50,000

ARTICLE 30

To see if the Town will apply the excess Excise monies to the Road Maintenance
account.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED

ARTICLE 31

To see if the Town will vote to approve the Selectboard to pay off the current road loan
of $84,007.50 (the amount to be adjusted for actual payoff) and apply/receive a new
Road Loan of up to $300,000 to pave the portion of the Tibbettstown Road that the
Town is responsible for. The funds to come from the Road Maintenance account and
the State Local Road Assistance Program (LRAP).

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED
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ARTICLE 32

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the operations of the
Epping Volunteer Fire District.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $42,503

ARTICLE 33

To see if the Town will close out and transfer the Fire Truck Fund account and allow the
funds to be used to reduce the amount raised in Article 32 for the Epping Fire Volunteer
District. Fire Truck Funds as of December 31, 2025, are $30,193.17 (remaining interest
amount to be adjusted at time of closeout).

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED

ARTICLE 34
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate for Fire Truck Fund.

Budget Committee RECOMMEND: $5,000

ARTICLE 35

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Pleasant River
Ambulance Service.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $63,786

ARTICLE 36
To see what sum of money the Town will vote to appropriate in support of the Library.

Note: Selectmen recommend taking funds from the Library Reserve Account/Current balance in
the Grant - $1,733.43 +/-

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $1,240.00

ARTICLE 37

To see if the Town will vote to allow and appropriate $50,000 for the Fund
Balance Policy.

Note: This Policy was established to promote and ensure financial well-being and
fiscal stability of the Town. The Town will strive to maintain an amount equal to 4/12th (four months)
of the Towns General Funds Budget. This Policy was implemented February 13, 2023.

Selectboard RECOMMEND taking from Undesignated Funds

ARTICLE 38

To see if the town will vote to authorize the Selectmen and Treasurer to borrow money
in anticipation of taxes, the sum not to exceed $100,000.

Selectboard RECOMMENDED
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ARTICLE 39

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Columbia Falls
Cemetery Association.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $2,000.00

ARTICLE 40

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for Columbia Falls
Youth Recreation Fund. Note: Selectmen to manage account.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $1,000

ARTICLE 41

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Eastern Agency
on Aging.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $825

ARTICLE 42

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Community
Action/Downeast Community Partners (formerly Washington-Hancock Community).

Decreased from last year by $1,795.
Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $190

ARTICLE 43

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for Life Flight
Foundation. '

No increase over last year
Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $560

ARTICLE 44

To see what sum of money the Town will raise and appropriate for the Pleasant River
Historical Society. Note: This is a new request to help with eventually obtaining a building.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $2,000

ARTICLE 45

To see if the Town will vote to transfer the money received from the State for
snowmobile registrations to the Narraguagus Trail Riders for the maintenance of their
network of snowmobile trails, on condition that those trails be open to the public for
outdoor recreation purposes, at no charge, and to authorize the municipal officers to
enter into an agreement with the Club under such terms and conditions as the municipal
officers may deem advisable, for that purpose.

Selectboard RECOMMENDED
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ARTICLE 46

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from the General Fund to pay for tax
abatements and any interest due thereon.

Selectboard RECOMMENDED

ARTICLE 47

To see if the Town will vote to allow a discount of 3% on all Real Estate Taxes if paid
in full on or before the 30" day of commitment. Postmarked on the 30th day will be
accepted. Based on an evaluation of $887,510.

Budget Committee RECOMMENDED: $26,625

ARTICLE 48

To see if the Town will set a date for the Tax Collector to settle with the Town and set a
rate of interest to be charged on all unpaid taxes after that date.
Selectboard RECOMMENDED: December 31, 2026 (7%)

STATE INTEREST RATE

ARTICLE 49

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to issue Town Warrants to pay
employees and State Reports, from the closing of the 2026 Town Books on
December 31, 2026, until the annual Town Meeting on March 16, 2027

Selectboard RECOMMENDED

ARTICLE 50

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the municipal officers, on behalf of the Town, to
dispose of any real estate acquired by the Town for the non-payment of taxes thereon
(1) in accordance with Title 36 M.R.S.§ 943-C of the Maine Revised Statues, as may be
amended, or (2) should the municipal officers be unable to list or sell the property
pursuant to Section 943-C, in any manner reasonably calculated by the municipal
officers to establish the fair market value of the property. For sales to someone other
than the former owner, excess sale proceeds, as calculated pursuant to Section 943-C,
shall be returned to the former owner.

Selectboard RECOMMENDED

ARTICLE 51

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen and Treasurer to accept and
expend on behalf of the Town all Federal and State Funds which may be received from
the following:
Local Road Assistance Public State Aid per Capita
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General Assistance Reimbursement Homestead Exemption Reimbursement
State Aid to Education (including Federal pass-through funds and property tax relief)
Civil Emergency Fund- Emergency Management Assistance

Snowmobile Registration Tree Growth Reimbursement

Veteran Exemption Reimbursement Monetary Donations

State Grants and other funds to include funds not received from the State that are not

included in the times listed above. Any and all Grants received.
RECOMMENDED

Given under hands the 9t day of March 2026

P
elson (Tony) %Tiago /Jessie Bouchard Richard Poirier

SELECTMEN, TOWN OF COLUMBIA FALLS

A True Copy, ATTEST:
Municipal Clerk of Columbia Falls, Maine

\ 7
&‘\ﬂ MALAS aldd M%WJ\L&&

Melissa Allen-Ramsdell
Municipal Clerk

RETURN
Pursuant of within warrant, | have notified and warned the Inhabitants of the Town of Columbia

Falls, qualified as herein expressed to meet at the time and place for the purpose therein named
by posting this day an attested copy of the within warrant at the Columbia Falls Post Office,
Elmer’s Country Store and the Columbia Falls Town Office the same being public and
conspicuous in said Town.

David Perham
Town of Columbia Falls March 9, 2026
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