Chemistry Issue

The Town of Chesterfield water department has
been working side by side with the Department of
Health and the Essex County Deputy Superintendent
of Public Works. They have concluded, to the best of
their knowledge that, although the water looks
unsightly, it is safe to use as it is a coagulant
concentration issue that they have resolved as of
March 3. The reason for the chemistry issue is due
to cleaner raw water now being drawn to the plant.
The intake in Butternut Pond was extended to deeper
and therefore, cleaner water, which requires less
chemical to “clean” the particles out. The water
department will start flushing hydrants on March 4.
Due to the weather, some hydrants are inaccessible,
but the department will methodically flush to the best
of their ability. As stated before, the water is safe to
use. Some people have had issues with the water
staining their cloth, and if that is experienced, if at all
possible, avoid laundering with this water source
until we have fully resolved the issue.
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