Characteristics of Grade 3 and Grade 4 Players

Understand the players you are going to work with:

· Motor skills now becoming more defined

· Attention spans are increasing but no lectures

· Can understand very basic tactical concepts

· Peer pressure is becoming a factor

· Children are playing to have FUN.  It is your job to make it fun

· Some players can pace themselves

· Egos bruised easily.  Continued positive reinforcement is needed

· Are beginning to grow but do not treat them as miniature adults

Things you can expect:

At this stage children:

· You will begin to see deliberate passes.  You may even see a backward pass

· Parents yell at them to do one thing but they will more than likely do what their friend tells them to 

· Pizza party after the game is more important than the game

· Golden age of learning – Make it fun

· Give them lots of brief, concise, and clear information

