Characteristics of Grade 2 (U10 Players)

Understand the players you are going to work with:

· Attention span is slightly longer than the KG and grade 1 level but don’t read them a dictionary

· Inclined towards small group activity

· Always in motion

· EASILLY BRUISED PSYCHOLOGICALLY – WILL REMEMBER NEGATIVE COMMENTS FOR A LONG TIME – SHOUT PRAISE AND GIVE HINTS

· They want everybody to like them

· Lack a sense of pace – They will go flat out until they run out of steam

· They tire quickly – Give them lots of breaks

· Limited understanding of personal evaluation.  “If they tried hard, they performed well” regardless of the actual performance.  Thus, constantly encourage and ask the question, “Now, can you do this?”

· Better at recognizing when the ball is out of play and what goal they are attacking but they may still forget at times.  They will find it difficult to be aware of more than one thing at a time

Things to expect:

· They will usually pick themselves up after a fall

· The puddle in front of the goal is still too tempting to resist

· Keep a spare pump as the players won’t realize their ball is flat till they are at practice

· Some of the girl’s are tougher than the boy’s

· They will wear their uniform to bed

· School conflicts will arise, send them off with a smile on their faces

