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Portland Thorns select Sandra Yu, Gabby Seiler
and Bella Geist in 2018 NWSL College Draft
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Portland Thorns draft picks
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By Jamie Goldberg | The Oregonian/OregonlLive

The Portland Thorns selected midfielders Sandra Yu and Gabby Learn more Eko
Seiler in the first round of the 2018 NWSL College Draft
Thursday and took goalkeeper Bella Geist in the third round.

The Thorns selected Yu out of the University of Notre Dame
with the No. 8 overall pick in the draft.
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Yu recorded a career-high 21 points with eight goals and five
assists in 2017. In 2017, she was also a United Soccer Coaches
third-team All-American selection, was named to the first-team

All-East Region and earned first-team All-Atlantic Coast
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Conference honors. She has represented the United States
Women's National Team at the U-23 and U-20 levels.
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Our priority was to get players that are very versatile," Thorns Baby Abandoned by a
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coach Mark Parsons said. "(Yu) is smart, versatile and

technical. We were fortunate to get her at No. 8. She can play The Savage Post

anywhere in the midfield or on the front line and could even

play at fullback if we needed her."
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Portland selected Seiler out of the University of Florida with the
No. 9 overall pick in the draft.

Seiler transferred to Florida from the University of Georgia in
2015. She led Florida with eight assists and finished second in
goals with six in 2017. She was named to the United Soccer
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Coaches All-American third team and was a first-team All- THEATRE COMPANY
Southeast Region selection following the 2017 season. She has
represented the United States U-23 Women's National Team.

"Gabby is good enough to play in our starting 11 tomorrow.
That's how good she is," Parsons said. "She's one of the few
players in the draft that we could say that about. She's versatile
as well. She can play fullback, holding mid or attacking mid on
the left or right side.”
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Yu and Seiler are not expected to join the Thorns at the start of

preseason. Yu is in graduate school at Notre Dame and Seiler is |]= A U N [D R Y

playing basketball at the University of Florida. B oot Sootin [okelbX revus
packed with country favorites like:
"Maybe (Seiler) dropped in the draft because she's going to “Why’d You Come In Here Lookin’ Like That”
_ _ _ _ “Stand By Your Man”
be playing basketball for Florida," Parsons said. "It will take a “Before He Cheats”
: : . “] Fall To Pieces”
little longer for both (Yu and Seiler) to finish school, “Independence Day"”

but we're fortunate to be bringing them in. They are quality

players and people.”

The Thorns traded their 2019 third round draft pick to the
Chicago Red Stars for the No. 29 overall pick in this year's
draft. With the No. 29 overall pick, Portland then selected Geist.
Geist was a four-year starter for Oregon State. She finished her

college career with 392 saves, a .7/8 save percentage and 18
shutouts in 72 games.

Parsons said that Geist was the only goalkeeper that Portland
targeted in the draft and it was a priority for them to bring her
in. Geist has spent the last few years working with Thorns
goalkeeper coach Nadine Angerer.

The Thorns expect Geist to come in as their third-string
goalkeeper behind Adrianna Franch and Britt Eckerstrom. Still,
they believe she can develop into a key player in the NWSL in
the future.

"She has so much potential," Angerer said. "She's good with
her feet. She can control an 18-yard box. She's great on corner
kicks... Now, it's up to me to train her and help her reach her
potential.”

-- Jamie Goldberg | jgoldberg@oregonian.com

503-853-3761 | @jamiebgoldberg

Note to readers: if you purchase something through one of our affiliate links we may earn a
commission.

Sponsor Content

Safety Net Included:
Catholic Charities of
Oregon’s The Annex will
provide emergency housing
and wrap-around...

Catholic Charities of Oregon has
launched a public capital campaign
to build The Annex, a 27-unit
emergency housing...

Catholic Charities

ADWCE Registration on or use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement, Privacy Policy and
I_OCAI_ Cookie Statement, and Your California Privacy Rights (User Agreement updated 1/1/21. Privacy
Policy and Cookie Statement updated 5/1/2021).

Cookies Settings

© 2022 Advance Local Media LLC. All rights reserved (About Us).
The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used,
except with the prior written permission of Advance Local.

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site.

[>Ad Choices


http://www.oregonlive.com/staff/goldbergjamie/posts.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/portland-thorns
http://connect.oregonlive.com/staff/goldbergjamie/posts.html
https://twitter.com/Jamiebgoldberg
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-oregon&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=alternating-thumbnails-rr:Right%20Rail%20hybrid%20Thumbnails:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-oregon&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=alternating-thumbnails-rr:Right%20Rail%20hybrid%20Thumbnails:
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland-thorns/2018/01/portland_thorns_select_midfiel.html#
https://www.oregonlive.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://www.oregonlive.com/sponsor-content/?prx_t=nlIHAwf9SA0bYQA&ntv_acpl=1095377&ntv_acsc=2&ntv_oc=380&ntv_gsscm=768*20;777*17;761*22;&ntv_ht=R_wNYgA&ntv_fr
https://track.roinattrack.com/afed0a55-5b26-4702-b58a-20d86fe6e2d3?site=advance-oregon&title=New+Device+To+Straighten+Teeth+Has+People+Raving&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fc51326a2d090771fb56f9cc951e82d1e.jpg&campaign_item=%7Bcampaign_item%7D&campid=16370776&campaign_item_id=3166492193&site_id=1031853&click_id=GiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSC5nVcogvyLj4GO9Ny6AQ&tblci=GiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSC5nVcogvyLj4GO9Ny6AQ#tblciGiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSC5nVcogvyLj4GO9Ny6AQ
https://track.roinattrack.com/afed0a55-5b26-4702-b58a-20d86fe6e2d3?site=advance-oregon&title=New+Device+To+Straighten+Teeth+Has+People+Raving&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fc51326a2d090771fb56f9cc951e82d1e.jpg&campaign_item=%7Bcampaign_item%7D&campid=16370776&campaign_item_id=3166492193&site_id=1031853&click_id=GiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSC5nVcogvyLj4GO9Ny6AQ&tblci=GiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSC5nVcogvyLj4GO9Ny6AQ#tblciGiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSC5nVcogvyLj4GO9Ny6AQ
https://www.oregonlive.com/advice/2022/02/dear-abby-my-wife-looked-up-the-cost-of-her-birthday-present-then-called-me-cheap.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/advice/2022/02/dear-abby-my-wife-looked-up-the-cost-of-her-birthday-present-then-called-me-cheap.html
https://metasiss.wl.r.appspot.com/routing/click/47a98f98-ac91-4a1e-9a80-41094b94cf71?site=advance-oregon&site_id=1031853&title=Symptoms+of+Macular+Degeneration+-+Catching+It+Early+Matters&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=16364320&campaign_item_id=3164762883&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F5ae73790aed31bbb6dc486858cc33b24.jpg&campaign_name=metasiss_g-us_v-macular-degeneration_so-tonic_d-16-02-2022_l-w_d-D_set-kl-v1_text-aggressive_var-1&click_id=GiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSD1qlco6dzB_NjKyfZO&tblci=GiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSD1qlco6dzB_NjKyfZO#tblciGiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSD1qlco6dzB_NjKyfZO
https://metasiss.wl.r.appspot.com/routing/click/47a98f98-ac91-4a1e-9a80-41094b94cf71?site=advance-oregon&site_id=1031853&title=Symptoms+of+Macular+Degeneration+-+Catching+It+Early+Matters&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=16364320&campaign_item_id=3164762883&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F5ae73790aed31bbb6dc486858cc33b24.jpg&campaign_name=metasiss_g-us_v-macular-degeneration_so-tonic_d-16-02-2022_l-w_d-D_set-kl-v1_text-aggressive_var-1&click_id=GiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSD1qlco6dzB_NjKyfZO&tblci=GiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSD1qlco6dzB_NjKyfZO#tblciGiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSD1qlco6dzB_NjKyfZO
https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2022/02/supporters-ask-oregon-supreme-court-to-overrule-secretary-of-state-shemia-fagans-decision-to-kill-contribution-limit-proposals.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2022/02/supporters-ask-oregon-supreme-court-to-overrule-secretary-of-state-shemia-fagans-decision-to-kill-contribution-limit-proposals.html
https://www.thesavagepost.com/culture/newborn-left-by-dumpster-defies-all-odds-millionaire?utm_campaign=tsp_ta_dumpster_baby_76049_ar_desktop_smartbid_hybrid_148533_v3&utm_medium=76049&utm_source=1009&utm_content=tsp_ta_dumpster_baby_76049_ar_desktop_smartbid_hybrid_148533_v3_1_27&utm_term=advance-oregon&utm_group=63cf36a55e49d9d11c0f&tblci=GiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSCduVQowpzt2r-RjI8a#tblciGiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSCduVQowpzt2r-RjI8a
https://www.thesavagepost.com/culture/newborn-left-by-dumpster-defies-all-odds-millionaire?utm_campaign=tsp_ta_dumpster_baby_76049_ar_desktop_smartbid_hybrid_148533_v3&utm_medium=76049&utm_source=1009&utm_content=tsp_ta_dumpster_baby_76049_ar_desktop_smartbid_hybrid_148533_v3_1_27&utm_term=advance-oregon&utm_group=63cf36a55e49d9d11c0f&tblci=GiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSCduVQowpzt2r-RjI8a#tblciGiBHxO7GOTvOJY1cgoYwijt8HEyJozj96rZnWGRiXQPriSCduVQowpzt2r-RjI8a
https://www.oregonlive.com/highschoolsports/2022/02/chris-miller-resigns-as-head-coach-of-west-linn-football.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=hssports_olive_sf&utm_medium=social
https://www.oregonlive.com/highschoolsports/2022/02/chris-miller-resigns-as-head-coach-of-west-linn-football.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=hssports_olive_sf&utm_medium=social
https://www.oregonlive.com/

