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Reviewed by Timea Barabas

Your life can change in unimaginable ways in the blink of an eye,
whether during a college basketball game or while picking up
Seventeen Missions to Save the World by Leyth Sharaf. While the
book mainly targets a younger audience, it is a refreshing read for
all ages. The author’s vivid narration makes the story
cinematically unfold before the reader’s eyes.  Purchase Here.

This young adult novel blends humor, satire, and touches of
surrealism to explore a grand theme: saving the world. Rather
than treating this ambitious goal as an impossible challenge, the
author breaks it into seventeen smaller, achievable missions.

It all begins with a teenager who simply wants to win a basketball
game for his team. But in the middle of the match, a shimmering
portal opens, and a mysterious being known as the Reminder
steps through, bringing a warning of impending doom.

The future is collapsing, and only the protagonist, Leyth, holds the
key to saving it. By a twist of fate, his teammate Ellie is drawn into
the mission as well. Together, they journey through a magical
portal that transcends time and space, witnessing possible
futures across the world as they strive to set things right.

Our two heroes embark on seventeen missions to save the world
as we know it. Each mission unfolds in two parts. First, Leyth and
Ellie are given a glimpse into a dystopian future that magnifies a
pressing global issue, such as poverty, gender inequality, or
rampant overconsumption. These scenarios are depicted in vivid
detail, infused with sharp satire, humor, and wit. Then, they are
transported back to the present day, where they must confront
and resolve the problem before it spirals beyond control.

Seventeen Missions to Save the World by Leyth Sharaf is a light-
hearted and thought-provoking exercise on enacting positive
change in the world around us. It shows over and over again how
even the smallest good deeds can reverberate into causing
global change.

If two teenagers can save the world seventeen times, surely,
collectively, we should manage to be able to as well. Leyth Sharaf
serves as our Reminder of how we continue to neglect our
responsibilities to care for and protect one another and our home.

Seventeen Missions to Save the
World by Leyth Sharaf
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