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  A MOVIE STAR STATIONED AT FORT MONROE? 

Most silent film actors are now long forgotten, but cowboy star Tom Mix is one of the rare 
exceptions.  Even people who have never seen any of his films recognize the name, but how many 
of them know that Mix spent part of his Army enlistment at Fort Monroe? 


Thomas Hezikiah Mix was born on January 6, 1880, in Mix Run, Pennsylvania, a considerable 
distance from the Wild West.   However, his love of horses developed from an early age, so his 
riding and roping skills (unlike most “facts” in his official studio biography) were genuine. 


In April 1898 Mix enlisted in the U.S. 
Army, no doubt anxious to fight in the 
War with Spain.   That conflict ended 
rather abruptly and, contrary to some 
accounts, the young soldier was never 
involved in any combat situations 
overseas.   On April 13, 1899, 1st 
Sergeant Tom Mix arrived at Fort 
Monroe to join the newly created 
Battery O, 4th Artillery Regiment.   On 
June 24, 1900, he and his unit were 
transferred to Fort Hancock, New 
Jersey.   Tom reenlisted in April 1901 
with the 48th Company, Coast Artillery 
Corps (see group photo, 1st Sgt. Mix 
front and center).


Tom found himself back at Fort Monroe in 1902 for summer training with the 48th Company.  
During that stay, he began a whirlwind courtship with a Norfolk girl, Grace Allin, and married her on 
July 18, 1902.   For reasons unknown, Grace remained in Norfolk after Tom returned to Fort 
Hancock but let hm know that long-distance marriage did not suit her.   On October 20, 1902, Tom 
left his duty station on a five-day furlough and never returned. What happened?  (To be continued)
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