Dara Kalima, known as The Community Poet, is a Bronx-based writer and performer who explores themes of love, equity, and healing through personal experience and observation. Her poetry has been showcased internationally and Off-Broadway, and she leads workshops on everything from Poetry 101 to advanced writing and performance techniques. Kalima finds inspiration in the everyday—often wandering New York City, absorbing its energy, sights, and sounds to fuel her creative spark. She’s the author of five books, including Still Laughin’ and her newest release, It Is Abnormal: To Live This Way. Her work has also appeared in Great Weather for Media, Rigorous, The Amistad, African Voices Magazine, and other publications. Passionate about community, creativity, and truth-telling, Kalima continues to use poetry as a tool for reflection and transformation. Connect with her at www.darakalima.com or follow her on BluSky, Threads and Instagram @DaraKalima.

