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Fiction by Vermont
novelist J. Kilburn
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NEW for 2026: J. Kilburn’s first book
HEAVEN’S DOOR: & NOVEL

is now available to Retail Booksellers!

As of 2025: Print-format books were largely withdrawn from warehouse-
style E-commerce distribution are now exclusively printed and distributed
by traditional wholesaler(s). Author J. Kilburn and CEREALNOVEL.COM
support downtown Bricks-‘n-Mortar retailers! Visit your local bookseller!
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J. Kilburn's unique novels have earned starred and featured reviews
from editorial reviewers and readers. While the tales are entertaining
in their own right, Kilburn's narratives also explore the changing
society and landscape of his pastoral settings. Books by J. Kilburn may
be read in any order. That said, many of the characters make
appearances in more than one tale, and the plots tend to re-visit
familiar locales: the pastoral fictional town of Collegeville; the very real
small lakeside city of Burlington, Vermont; and the bustling
cosmopolitan port city of Montreal, Quebec. Readers of one Kilburn
novel will be pleasantly surprised to re-discover some their new Old
Friends as they open the pages of a different J. Kilburn tale.

J. Kilburn's fiction is written with a conscious disregard for formula-
fiction plot and style conventions. Kilburn's lush descriptions of
landscape and setting provide a fitting backdrop for a community of
thoughtfully-developed characters whose friendships bring warmth
and depth to the books. The plots shock and surprise readers with
genre-bending meanders into delightful tales-within-tales that artfully
cohere to the larger narrative. Kilburn's management of dialogue and
voice give each character a unique and authentic feel, while his ability
to delve into the personas and inner thoughts of characters from
widely-disparate backgrounds in chameleon fashion prove that he is an
upcoming writer to watch....

Crime Fiction, Coming-of-Age tales, Policing Drama, Family
Drama and Romance set in Vermont and Quebec.
Tales told without regard to the usual plot and style
conventions — read outside the box!
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“J. Kilburn's novel gets up close
and personal with unpredictable
and often dangerous people....
The world here is rich and full of
compelling characters.”

- Independent Book Review

organized
crime

"A brutally raw and riveting look

a missing at the inner workings of a
detective fictional Canadian biker gang,
2 Girl Heaven’'s Door comes in
on the run swinging and rarely stops."
o3 L - Self-Publishing Review
1ET OILY :'-|._.L!n'

o "...an interesting, albeit violent,
tale of the inner workings of the
Topdogs gang and the lengths
they will go to protect one
another and the gang." 4 stars!

- InD'tale Magazine
$14.99 Trade Paperback Crime Fiction / Horror / Outlaw Bikers
ISEN 979-8-9899152-4-8 Organized Crime / Quebec

(ASIN BOBTWHCDQH) 120 pages plus Author Interview section

A lurid, dark and daring experiment in style
and subject.... Literary fiction that brings
readers to fascinating places best visited
from the safety of a favorite reading chair.

Ask for it at your favorite bookseller!
E-books available in popular formats!

Fiction by Vermont novelist J. Kilburn:
Genre-busting crime fiction, coming-of-age tales and
policing drama set in Vermont and Quebec,

a TOPDOGSNOVEL.COM title

TOPOOOGSNOVEL.COM ks an imprint of
www.cerealnovel.com




Meet the makers,
givers and takers
of all that money!

Penned against a backdrop of mystery,
small-town secrets, and international
intrigue, Kilburn's book will leave you
re-examining the sunny streets and
wildflower-filled lanes of your own
neighborhood. (512 pages / 2022)

enomns  $24.99

Ask your local bookseller &% Learn more at;

. www.cerealnovel.com

tD 0O rder you r bDOk tOd QY' \;/J fiction by Vermant novelist J. Killurn

Writer J. Kilburn introduces three teen characters in this book: one of them will soon become a mother,
one a father, and one of them will be dead before the arrival of their twenty-sixth bithday. Readers
shouldn't make any early assumptions as to which end will befall whom - Kilbum weaves a tangled web
of fate and circumstance that will leave readers shocked and delighted in equal measure. A large and
loveable supporting cast fleshes out the lives and adventures of these central characters. Readers will
finish the tale hand-in-hand with a community of new Old Friends who will be fondly remembered long
after the book is closed.

The tale starts with money - lost and scattered cash that is loose to the winds on a tree-lined rural
Vermont road. The money scene ends with a clean segue into the introduction and character
development of Bruce Sutton, a young man scouting potential college choices,

Other characters are gradually introduced, and along with them come romance, intemational intrigue,

and an array of moral conflicts. By Chapter Three readers are absorbed in a family and community
drama and have likely forgotten all about both that money and the looming fate that awaits one of these
endearning characters. There are many inter-woven tales told in this book, but they all coalesce in the
final two chapters, where readers once more see the wind-blown money and realize that they have been
happily consorting with the maker of all this ill-gotten gain throughout nearly every page of this remarkable
and well-crafted book, See this and other books by Vermont novelist J. Kilburn at:

www.cerealnovel.com



“Mr. Kilburn is a master at
writing character development!

- InD'tale Magazine

(the dialogue is) “...probably among the
top one percent in its sarcasm and
authenticity.... Nell Zink and the
novel NICOTINE come to mind.”

5 Stars! - Readers' Favorite

“The tension is thick... And the
characters are extremely well written....
Kilburn weaves this teenage story with

threads of secrets...."
- Independent Book Review

"...deftly crafted... unique, inherently
entertaining, impressively memorable...

- Especially and unreservedly
recommended for community
library General Fiction collections

by Midwest Book Review
$24.99 Trade Paperback
ISBN 979-8-9899152-2-4 Crime Fiction / Coming-of-Age
(ASIN BO9XMXSZCL) Romance / Suspense [ Vermont

Crime Fiction meets Coming-of-Age
in @ thoughtful tale from a small town....

Ask for it at your favorite bookseller! [l mu.

— e Y ey ;
E-books available in popular formats! ,.IE ROOKII
.

{é YEAR

Fiction by Vermont novelist J. Kilburn:

Genre-busting crime fiction, coming-of-age tales and
policing drama set in Vermont and Quabec.

www.cerealnovel.com




To keep a boundary between books suitable for
General Fiction shelving and those titles suited to
more adventurous readers, there is a second
imprint at cerealnovel.com: TOPDOGSNOVEL.

Thoughtful, whimsical, funny,
sometimes tragic, occasionally
controversial... Books from the
CEREALNOVEL imprint have
received starred or featured
editorial reviews and each title
has been recommended for
addition to public lending library
General Fiction collections.
Before: a Novel (2022)

Rookie Year: a Novel (2024)

There's a J. Kilburh book for every reader!

Books in the TOPDOGSNOVEL
series take readers to places best
visited from the safety of a
favorite reading chair. Hard-
core crime, horror, violence and
mayhem aren't for everyone....
While these characters have
compelling tales to tell, they may
not be suitable company for
younger or more well-behaved
readers.

Heaven’s Door: a Novel (2000)




"...the entire story has a warmth
and charm about it which is
perhaps a reflection of its locale..."”

- Grant Leishman for

READERS' FAVORITE

"...script-ready dialogue that at

times is laugh-out-loud funny....

Kilburn delivers touching prose...."
- Peggy Kurkowski for

INDEPENDENT BOOK REVIEW

"...Kilburn has a knack for
whipping up tremendously
dramatic scenes, accompanying
I‘ |\ |[ H[ ]R N them with a robust sense of
: ' humor... a magnificent piece of
work and | loved it."

- Keith Mbuya for

READERS ' FAVORITE
$19.99 Trade Paperback
ISBN 979-8-9899152-1-7 Family Drama / Policing Drama
(ASIN BOCTR5XDEX) Romance / Vermont
This title also sometimes ships with a special “Green-and-Gold” 430 pages

cover thema derived from unlforms referencad in the tale.

1t's like @ good bed-time story...
but for the grownup in You!

Ask for it at your favorite bookseller!

E-books available in popular formats! 58 ,:E- EI\OQF\
EAR

Fiction by Vermont novelist J. Kilburn:

Genre-busting crime fiction, coming-of-age tales and " i""l«o-
policing drama set in Vermont and Quabec. ] i

www.cerealnovel.com




This Girl

iS about to
become a father...

Wait...
What?!

Brittany Wendell's
Coming-of-age story brings
a few surprises!

amazon [iootores’  kObO

Ll your lecel boekeeller (o =S -

erdetdi your peperacl tedayl VISt the website to leam more:
www.cerealnovel.com

Readers’ Favorite : 5 Stars!
Independent Book Review : Featured Review!
InD’tale Magazine : 3 Stars!

Midwest Book Review : Recommended!
First review on GOODREADS : 3 Stars!
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DISTRIBUTION INFORMATION
BOOKSELLERS:

J. Kilburn supports traditional “Bricks-‘n-Mortar” downtown retailers!
Additional paperback printings of the entire collected works (all three books) were pulled
from warehouse-style online/e-commerce printing in 2024. All new/additional paperback
printing and distribution is now through traditional print book wholesale channels, with
quality 6x9 Trade Paperbacks printed specifically for Retail Booksellers.

Books from CEREALNOVEL.COM are available from conventional distributor(s) on a ‘No-
Returns’ basis.  Suggested stocking for bookstores is two copies of each title, with
additional books ordered for replacement stock upon customer purchase. J. Kilburn
participates in local consignment programs, and is also sometimes willing to advance
multiple autographed (free) Promotional Copies to interested bookstores on a limited, first-
come-first-serve / while-supplies-last basis.

Send an Email to jkilburn@cerealnovel.com for details....

You can order J. Kilburn titles from your conventional distributor!

READERS:

E-books are available for many popular E-reader devices/formats, from E-book retailers
and distributors including:
e Amazon
e Rakuten/kobo, as well as Indigo/Chapters in Canada
e Available from public lending libraries through Overdrive... ask them to add it to the
E-book lending inventory for you!

Print Books are available! Read it the way Gutenburg intended! Attractive, unique, and
well-laid out paperbacks are available:
e Visit your favorite local bookseller and ask them to order-in your next J. Kilburn
paperback book - they can get it for you!
e Like online shopping? Order your next J. Kilburn novel from BOOKSHOP.ORG,
where a cut of the mail-order profits benefit the local bookstore of your choice.
e A small number of autographed paperbacks are available directly from the author
by request, while supplies last. Does your book club want an autographed copy?
Send an E-mail to the author: jkilburn@cerealnovel.com

Ask for it at your favorite bookseller!

!

~_® www.cerealnovel.com

\\ E-books available in popular formats!

Fiction by Vermont novelist ). Kilbum:

Genre-busting crime fiction, coming-of-nge tales and
policing drama set in Yermant and Quebes.
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UNIQUE and ATTRACTIVE BOOKS

J. Kilburn’s novels have charming pen-and-ink illustrations at the head of every chapter.
Most of the drawings are custom-created for particular passages of Kilburn’s narrative by
artist Ardelia Huntress. Think of those celebrated children’s bedtime stories illustrated by
Garth Williams for E.B. White, and by E.H. Shepard for A.A. Milne’s works... how they
completed the books. CEREALNOVEL.COM is proud to present J. Kilburn’s work in this
tradition - like the best bedtime stories, but for adults!

Ardelia Huntress, M.A. has an undergraduate degree in English with a focus on Secondary
Education and a Master’s Degree in reading instruction. She is also an accomplished
seamstress. Huntress has illustrated all three of Kilburn’s books. She compares his
writing style to that of the famed novelist Joyce Carol Oates.
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Vermont novelist J. Kilburn
is the author of three books
and also a feature-length
investigative-reporting news
article that got the whole
page in his community's
newspaper in 2012.
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J. Kilburn’s novels are suspenseful and drama-filled character-driven fiction that blur the
line between literary prose and market fiction. His conscious disregard of style and genre
conventions and his ability to artfully portray the inner lives and motivations of a variety
of characters have resulted in accolades and 5-star reviews from readers and editorial
reviewers alike.

Kilburn lives a quiet and private life on the shore of America's sixth Great Lake. He has
lived and worked in Vermont, Massachusetts, Illinois, and Minnesota. During these
travels, Kilburn has dabbled in law enforcement, private security, emergency medicine,
truck driving, and horse-logging. Other occupations have included at-risk youth mentor,
big-city process server, park ranger, industrial wastewater treatment operator, and plastics
processing machinery mechanic. Along the way, he's pedaled to 14,000 feet above sea-
level in a major bicycle race, been marooned overnight on a deserted island, ridden a
motorcycle from Chicago to Thunder Bay, and hiked Vermont's highest peaks to watch
sunsets on both the longest and coldest days of the year.

When not at work he and his wife enjoy life around a little urban farm complete with
greenhouse, garden, and mini-barn. Their current flock is composed of chickens, a turkey
and a cat named Sierra Feral.
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