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A short safety meeting topic based on common safety practices and 
procedures. Compliance with local, state and federal laws and 

regulation is mandatory. No guarantees are granted or implied. 

Let’s Talk Safety #2 
“Come-Alongs”  

 
“Come-Alongs” (also known as “Hand Lever Winch,” “Chain Fall,” “Hand Cable Winch” and by 
other names) account for about 1 in 10 hand tool accidents. These tools are very useful and 
may seem harmless, but accidents can easily occur if you don’t use them safely and properly.  
 
Injuries include deep gashes; lost teeth; concussions; and fractured hands, arms, legs and ribs. 
The most common cause of come-a-long accidents occur when the device is used beyond its 
rated capacity, the hook slips, or something in the ‘system' fails. This causes the strap, chain or 
wire rope to suddenly ‘whip,' striking workers with considerable force.  
 
The ‘system' includes, bolts, eyes, and other anchor points; cleats, clamps and other objects 
used to attach to items such as chains, cables, conveyor belts or mechanical parts of the Come-
Along such as the cable reel ratchet/latch, chain sprockets, the device housing and other parts 
of the device.  
 
You can avoid accidents by following these simple rules:    

• Don't use a Come-Along if it has any damaged parts. Make sure the throat latch works 
properly and is in good condition. Check to make sure that the hook latches are in 
proper working order and don't forget to check the cable, chain or strap for any type of 
damage (fraying, splitting, etc.).  

• Don't exceed the rated load capacity. Use appropriate end clamps and connectors.  
• Don't use a Come-Along in lieu of blocking raised equipment. Never straddle the tool 

and keep your body out of harm's way.  
• Be certain that all parts of the ‘system' can take the load. Don't forget to check anchor 

points.  
• Don't use a CHEATER BAR (i.e. extended handle) to exert more force on the Come-

Along than it is designed for.  

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment (safety glasses, gloves, hard hat, safety-toed 
boots, etc.).                                                      

      
   

 
 
 
 
 

     

What’s wrong with this 
Come-Along? 


