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Changes in Possession of Marijuana enforcement

Changes in law, public policy, societal 
attitudes, economic and environmental 
factors, as well as other issues make 
conclusions about change over time 
difficult.

Incidents involving possession of 
marijuana (POM) have increased since 
the low observed during the COVID 
pandemic, but remain low relative to 
higher levels occurring during the 2010s.

Month-to-month changes are depicted 
on the following page. 

Year Annual POM incidents Rate per month

2023 1,036 86.3

2024 1,430 119.2

2025 2,012 167.7

Annual number of incidents of possession of marijuana, with and without other offenses, 2000-2025

Enforcement of marijuana possession laws has increased in recent years
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Changes in Possession of Marijuana enforcement

Monthly number of incidents of possession of marijuana, with and without other offenses, 2000-2025. 
A large spike was observed during the SxSW festival during March 2025.
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