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A very warm hello to my brothers and sisters in Christ:

Much has happened these past sixty days at St. Paul’'s. We have seen our bishop’s visitation,
Fr. Michael’s farewell as he begins a new chapter in his life of service to our Lord and Savior,
Easter services with supply clergy and now the “new guy in town,” me. | have begun my time
with St. Paul’s as Interim Rector as the church begins its time of discernment not only to see
where they are as a faithful community of believers, but where do they want to be in their
journey to serve not only Christ but where do they want to be in your service to the community.
It truly is a time for prayer and thought as to who and how can we replace our beloved pastor
of the past Twenty-three years.

We are now getting ready to enter the Season of Pentecost. A time of reflecting not only on
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit to the early followers of Christ, but also reflecting on the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit to you and me today. Even in our busy, day to day lives, we
recognize that the Holy Spirit is with us as our guide and source of inner strength to face the
trials and temptations of this broken and sinful world.

The Holy Spirit does “inward”, "upward”, and “outward” work in each of us. He is the one that
brings inward justification in our lives and regeneration of our faith and new birth in our lives in
service to our Lord. He will bring upward growth in each of us and raise us up to new life with
the Saints in Heaven. He will also bring outward growth to each of us as we show to others
the light from within as Christian love extends to each of those we meet each day.

Without the coming of the Holy Spirit to the Apostles, disciples and you and me as modern-day
disciples today, the growth of the church cannot continue. We are called to let that indwelling
of the Holy Spirit be our guide as we grow in the church. This is truly a period of growth in our
lives and in the church today. The liturgical color of this season is green. That is appropriate
as we look around us today. As we enjoy the spring and summer season and look around at
the green leaves on the trees and the green grass around us we see that new growth. New
growth in nature and new growth in our lives as Christians, is a
time for hope and thanksgiving to the many gifts that God has
bestowed upon us.

May you continue to grow in the love of Christ and may you contin-
ue to open your hearts and lives to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.
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Take me out to the Ball Game!
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