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Thanks to the generous support from the Local Service District (LSD) the Belleisle Watershed 

Coalition (BWC) was able to create and host various recreational events as well as maintain, 

enhance, and promote the Belleisle Creek Marsh Trail as a great recreational asset for the 

community.  For each of these events, the support from the LSD was acknowledged through 

verbal, print, and digital media (see Appendix 1).  In the following sections, details from each of 

the events are presented.  

Belleisle Creek Marsh Trail Maintenance  
Due to the historic flooding of the Saint John River this year, the trail required a lot of 

maintenance this summer and on-going into this fall so that community members and visitors to 

the area could safely use it. To get the trail ready for summer walkers, trees had to be cut and 

moved and many branches and materials that washed up was removed by staff and volunteers. 

Once the floodwaters retreated, it became obvious that all the lookouts along the trail had 

floated off their footings and were grounded at various locations around the marsh. One of the 

lookouts was retrieved with the help of a board member’s equipment (tractor). It was 

determined at that time, that other supplies would be needed and it would be best for the 

ecology of the marsh and to protect the wildlife that live there, that this work should be done 

later in the fall. Through the support of the LSD and the Greater Hampton 50/50 additional rope 

and chains were purchased to help move the outlooks. At this point, it is unknown if the 

outlooks will be placed back on their footings or repurposed as it will require a lot of manpower 

or heavy machinery to get them back on the footings. Maintenance of the trail will continue as 

an on-going project due to the nature and location of the trail and its’ ability to succumb to 

weather and wildlife uses.  

    
Figure 1: One of the lookouts that was washed away (left) and the footings for one of the outlooks 
(right) along the trail.  
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Pollinator Garden 
The BWC implemented a demonstration pollinator garden in the field next to the trail. This 

garden will serve as an education tool and a lovely spot for community members to take a 

moment to sit and relax while exploring the marsh and forested floodplain areas that surround 

it. To begin with, a contractor removed the sod and tilled the exposed ground to prep for 

planting. On June 12th, approximately 150 students, staff, and parents from the Belleisle 

Elementary School joined two BWC staff and one board member to plant the garden and learn 

about the importance of pollinators. The garden was planted with pollinator friendly plants that 

were either purchased with this support or donated from local companies and members.  Over 

the course of the summer, one BWC staff member was responsible for weeding the garden to 

encourage the plants survival. Signage for this garden was created to acknowledge supporters 

including the LSD and will be installed later this fall.  

 
Figure 2: Photograph of the demonstration pollinator garden installed by the BWC for the community to 
enjoy.  

Bird Walk 
On June 23rd, ten community members joined Paul Mansz from the Saint John Naturalists Club 

and two BWC staff for a guided bird walk. The walk was centered around the Belleisle Creek 

Marsh trail and those who turned up got a see and hear a wide variety of birds including both 

waterfowl and songbirds due to the unique habitat that a marsh surrounded by a forest 
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provides. We were lucky enough to spot many birds including Great Blue herons, Black ducks, 

Mallards, Black-capped chickadee, Red Winged blackbirds, Veery, American robin, Downy 

woodpecker, Spotted sandpiper, and Yellow warbler. For many of the walkers, it was their first 

time exploring the marsh and walking the trail.   

Below are two quotes from participants made as comments on our Facebook page: 

“This walk this morning was outstanding. Thanks Everyone!!!” - Donna Oickle-Blake 

“Nice walk this morning, saw and heard all kinds [of] beautiful birds”  - Roxie Black 

  
Figure 3: Photographs of participants and our guide Paul Mansz from the bird walk on June 23, 2018.  

Summer Canoe Adventure 
The BWC contacted Elmhurst Outdoors, a local outdoors adventure company to help us conduct 

canoe adventures. To begin with and to ensure participants safety, some canoeing basics were 

given such as the canoe’s features and safety equipment required by law. Once in the water, 

participants were taught some basic strokes to make the paddle easier. On July 7th, 18 people 

including some children and youth joined us for this adventure. The team left from Hatfield 

Point and paddled out to the entrance of Belleisle Creek and up the creek past the marsh.  
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Figure 4: Photographs from the summer canoe adventure getting beginning instructions, out on the 
water, and a group photo at the end of the adventure on July 7, 2018.  
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Fairy Garden Event 
On August 4th, the BWC held a fairy garden event in the pollinator garden. In total seven kids 

and their guest (parent, grandparent, etc) participated in this event. The children who 

participated in this event all created their own fairy garden door that they placed throughout 

the forest leading up to the garden or within the garden itself. All participants were educated 

about pollinators and their importance as well as encouraged to continue to use and explore the 

trail beyond the garden.  

 
Figure 5: Two participants learning about pollinators and the importance of flowers during the fairy 
garden event.   

Silver Maple Forest Walk 
The Silver maple floodplain that surrounds the Belleisle Creek and the marsh is a unique and 

beautiful habitat. As such, the BWC hosted a walk along the trail and through this forest 

identifying interesting plants along the way on August 11th. Guided by one the BWC board 

members, many plants were noted and tricks to identifying them were pointed out. Some of the 

plants observed include Silver maple, Black ash, Touch-me-nots, stinging nettles, Wild 

cucumber, Sensitive fern, and Red Osier dogwood.  
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Fall Canoe Adventure 
On September 15th, the BWC once again held a canoeing adventure with Elmhurst Outdoors. 

This event was the repeat of the popular summer one to get a different array of participants 

and to see the creek in a different season. This time around 14 people attended including a 

diversity of age ranges on a beautiful Saturday morning. Once again, participants were guided 

through canoeing basics and how to get into and up the Belleisle Creek from the Hatfield Point 

wharf. The leaves had started to change along the marsh providing beautiful scenery for this 

paddle. Along with the views, a pair of Pileated woodpeckers were spotted and followed along 

the marsh to the enjoyment of the participants.  

 
Figure 6: Photographs from the fall canoe paddle along Belleisle Creek on September 15th.  
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Conclusion 
Through the support of the LSD, the BWC was able to improve, maintain, and promote various 

recreational opportunities in the Springfield area; as well as getting hundreds of people to 

participate in these recreational activities including children, youth, and seniors. In the future, 

the BWC would like to repeat many of these events as both recreational and educational 

opportunities for community members. 
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Appendix 1: Posters and Other Outreach Materials Produced Through 

This Project 
 

 
Figure 7: Summer canoe adventure poster using on social media to promote the event.  
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Figure 8: Poster made for the fairy garden event on August 4, 2018. 
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Figure 9: Fall canoe adventure poster used on social media to promote the event.  
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Figure 10: Example of a social media post acknowledging the LSD for the funding.  
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Figure 11: Pollinator garden signage thanking the supports of the project. Signage will be installed this 
fall. 
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Appendix 2: Copy of Sent Invoice  

 

Figure 12: Copy of the invoice sent to the Belleisle Home & School Association for the services and 
activities undertaken as part of this recreational grant.  

  


