


BIBLICAL PREDESTINATION 
What the predestined Apostle claims 

(1) To have “every spiritual blessing” v3 
(2) Was “chosen before creation” vs 4, 11 
(3) Predestined “to be adopted” v5 
(4) “wisdom and understanding” v7-8 
(5) “mysteries made known to “ v9 
(6) Again, “predestined” v11 
(7) “first to hope” in Christ v12 
(8) “work prepared before time” 2:10 

What Paul stated about and prayed for “second 
persons” 

(1) Were included in Christ when heard v13 
(2) Lacked spiritual wisdom (vs 7-8) see#4 

above 
(3) Needed the “first person’s (Apostles) 

administration 3:2 
(4) There is no mention of their 

predestination (second person). 
(5) Needed the mystery explained to them 

by the first person (3:2) 
Paul, in this text, is speaking of the predestinated 
plan of God, and how He (God) called Apostles into 
His service in accordance with that plan.  God did 
not predestine anyone to heaven or hell.  This is all 
confirmed throughout the Bible, but nowhere is this 
as clear as in 1 Cor. 2:7-31. 
Some are misled by this text because they ignore 
the personal pronouns employed by the Holy Spirit.  
There is another reason for faulty interpretations of 
this passage.  Paul here speaks of blessings enjoyed 
by himself and other apostles.  Some blessings fall 
to all Christians.  However, the latter are received 
after we hear the word.  One of these shared 
blessings is redemptions by Christ’s obedience to 
the cross and His resurrection. 
“God is not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance,” 2 Peter 3:9.  
Whosoever will let him come to the water of life 
freely,” Rev. 21:6. 
Logic, grammar, and especially contextually 
reading of the Bible all confirm that God does not 
nor has He ever predestined some to hell.  Neither 
does an unbeliever have to wait for an experience to 
“think” he is saved.   
There is predestination in the Bible and that is the 
plan for Jesus Christ as well as apostles to be guided 
to write the Word.  There is also an experience in 
Christianity and that is the great joy we have after 
we are saved. 
Read the context of all passages and watch the 
pronouns.  They may speak of you…and maybe not. 
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CHURCH SIGN ONE LINERS 
Worry is the dark room in which negatives  

are developed. 
~ 

Anger is a condition in which the tongue works 
faster than the mind. 

~ 
You can’t change the past, but you can ruin the 

present by worrying about the future. 
~ 

God always gives the best to those who leave the 
choice to Him. 

~ 
 A hug is a great gift –  

One size fits all. 
~ 

A hug can be given for any occasion and  
it is easy to exchange. 

~ 
Laugher is a gift God gave 

only to mankind, use it often. 
Copied, some altered. 

 
OUR LIFE PRESERVER 

Two friends went for a boat ride.  The boat 
capsized.  The river was swift and deep.  The man 
to whom the boat belonged had taken two life 
preservers along.  The owner put one on, but the 
other man laid his by his side.   When they were 
thrown into the river, the life preserver soon 
brought one man to the top, but the other never 
came up again.  Christ’s death, like the life 
preserver, will not save us unless by obedience we 
put Him on. 
“Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And do not think about how to gratify the 
desires of the sinful nature,” Romans 13:14. 
 

FEAR OF WHAT MIGHT BE 
A man was driving to work when a truck ran a stop 
sign, hit his car and knocked him out. Passers-by 
pulled him from the wreck.  He began to struggle 
and had to be tranquilized.  Asked later why he 
struggle he relied “When I woke up someone stood 
in front of the “S” on the Shell sign. 







BARN-a-book (a Barnabas Ministries study series) 

A series of studies in encouragement by Denny Coburn 
Study Number one hundred-one –  The Spirit of Encouragement 

 
 HOW DO WE FULFILL THE ADMONITION TO ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER? 

We are told in 1 Thess. 5:11 to “…encourage one another and build each other up…”  This statement is made in 
the context of Christ’s coming again, but I want to isolate on the words themselves, “encourage one another.”  
How do we do that?  That’s the question I’d like to address in this study.   The question is not whether we 
should get involved in the process of encouragement, this text as well as others are clear on that point.  The 
question is: How should we encourage our brothers and sisters in Christ? 
Encouragement is not merely saying a few, or even many, if they are well-chosen words.   Attitude is just as 
important as phrasing and the delivering of the words even if they are the right words.  I’ve observed two 
extremes in the presentation of truth used when encouraging.  Both approaches seem out of balance and 
completely out of line with the Bible.  We should address others in order to encourage them and desire to build 
them up.  It matters not whether they are grieving over a sin or a hurt of some other kind of difficulty.  There is 
no excuse for Christians doing it wrong and perhaps compounding the problem or not doing it at all. 
One approach presents encouragement like a hammer pounding out the truth in such a way that love doesn’t 
appear to be present at all.  This leaves the person cold, hurt, maybe even worse than before the attempt at being 
an encourager, results in more discouragement. Such an attempt may be: “You know that if you had done the 
right thing you wouldn’t be down and unhappy.  After all, you started this when…”  On the other hand there are 
those who attempt to save the problem by saying words empty of truth and so sickeningly sweet that diabetes 
may result.  This attempt implies that a temporary good feeling is more important than truth.  It may go 
something like this: “I don’t know why such things happen but I know you are a victim in this, this shouldn’t 
happen to good people like yourself.”  When this is done it weakens truth to the point that no lasting help will 
result.  In either case these approaches “truth in love” is tipped too far in one direction or the other.  The results 
are sometimes more harmful than they are helpful. 

WORDS DELIVERED ON A GARBAGE CAN LID ARE REPULSIVE EVEN WHEN TRUE 
A few years ago I enjoyed a TV program call “The Bill Cosby Show.”  That was before his reputation was 
ruined by things we didn’t know about.  He played the role of a physician called Doctor Heathcliff Huxtable.  In 
one particular episode one of the daughters brought home a boyfriend, whom Dr. and Mrs. Huxtable had met 
for the first time.  The boy was apparently taking over their daughter’s life and she was allowing this to happen.  
Together they showed little regard and respect for her parents and little more for themselves.  In reaction Dr. 
Huxtable became very rude and sarcastic with the boy.  Finally, the lad could take it no more and being at his 
wits end confronted the doctor with his rudeness.  It is in the reply from the Doctor that I find the lesson I would 
like us to take from this. 
He asked the lad if he liked T-bone steak.  Taken off guard the young man replied, “What?”  The doctor 
continued, “Do you like steak with potatoes, corn and hot rolls?”  The boy replied in the affirmative.  Heathcliff 
said, “Great!”  “Now, if I gave you a nice big steak, smothered in mushrooms and onions, and a nice big baked 
potato with all the trimmings on a garbage can lid, would you eat it?”  The boy replied that he would not and 
that the thought was repulsive.  “Why would you ask such a thing?”  “Why wouldn’t you eat the steak?” the 
doctor asked. The boy replied, “Because a garbage can lid is filthy.”  Then the doctor asked, “It matters to you 
how the steak is presented?”  “Yes!” the boy answered.  “Well,” the doctor chimed in, “We don’t like the way 
our daughter presented you to us, coming in here acting like you’re already married and being way too forward 
for our comfort.  It repulses us just like the steak on the garbage can lid repulses you.  She presented you on a 
garbage can lid, so don’t blame us if you don’t like the way we treated you.  You were presented to us in a way 
that caused us to react in this way.” 



The point obviously was not that they didn’t like the young man, they just didn’t like the way he was presented 
to them.  Most people are not repulsed by the truth (though some may be) they are repulsed by the way it is 
presented.  We Christians make the same mistake when we present the truth to others.  Rather than being 
comforted we can present the truth in a manner that repulses, a way that invites rejection.  In simple terms, we 
present the truth on a garbage can lid. 
Notice these words of the Apostle Paul in Romans 15:1-6 “We who are strong ought to bear with the failings 
of the weak and not to please ourselves.  Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  
For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: ‘The insults of those who insult you have fallen 
on me.’  For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us so through endurance 
and encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  May the God who gives endurance 
and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one 
heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The word is consistently translated “encouragement” in the NIV is translated “comfort” and “consolation” in 
the KJV.  This word in the Greek is PARAKLESIS and is the word from which we named this paper “The 
Paraklete.”   
THE SCRIPTURES ARE NOT TO BE IGNORED IN COUNSEL, NOR SHOULD THEY BE USED AS 

A HAMMER.  THEY ARE TO BE USED TO COMFORT AND ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER. 
A further examination of other words in Romans Chapter 15 gives us the clue we need in presenting the truth in 
a palatable form.  Those words are “endurance” from which we derive “patience” from the Greek HUPOMONE 
meaning “cheerful” or “hopeful” with the extended meaning being “endurance, constancy, patient, continuance 
(waiting).” Part of the word means to “stay under, bear up (support).”  We can clearly see the Bible was written 
for our learning and that through the patience and encouragement of Scriptures, we may receive encouragement 
and comfort.  This patient, cheerful, and helpful word is for the purpose of our own comfort and consolation.  It 
must not be ignored nor be used as a hammer on others. 
To attempt encouragement of a brother or a sister in the faith while ignoring the truth of Scriptures is cowardice 
evil and empty.  This will lead to more discouragement in the long term and aimlessness in the present.  We 
must never think we know more than God and take it upon ourselves to fashion a temporary solution for those 
who are down-hearted.  If we do we may as well send brothers and sister to the heathen counseling market, 
where they simply gather data and dispense medication for symptoms.  The Divine Word addresses the soul not 
the symptoms. 
Balancing truth and love in the area of encouragement will, in most cases, prevent our good from being “evil 
spoken of.”  It should shut the mouth of those who say, “This love thing is an act of cowardice by those who 
refuse to tell the truth bluntly.”  It should also stop those who condemn by saying, “It is an unloving spirit that 
prompts someone to be so brutal with truth.”  Sometimes it’s our imbalance in applying truth with love that 
causes our attempts at encouragement to result in our own frustration and their hurt. 
Redemptive work was accomplished at the cross, however, that work still goes on, even in the lives of those 
who have obeyed the Gospel.  Not with the lips of truth alone but with the encouraging lips of truth shared in 
love enriching the lives of His saints.  Anything less does not have the strength to withstand present crisis and 
the future battles of life. 
We, in Christ, are called to the work of encouragement and the only option is disobedience to Christ by not 
“encouraging one another,” or obeying this command in the right spirit.  This includes both Scriptural truth and 
love for each other.  The choice is obvious. 



REDNECK DICTIONARY 
ALIBI, n. and v.  The predicted future purchases by 
a male named Albert, Alfred, or Alvin.  “We always 
invite Al, because alibi dinner for everyone.”   
BATTERY, n. and pron. A baseball player who 
regularly attempts an offensive maneuver wherein 
he uses a club to strike a ball thrown in his 
direction.  “Stan ain’t half the battery used to be.” 
CANNIBAL, v. and n.  Interrogative concerning 
the abilities of a male bovine and how high he can 
jump.  “Before we go over there I have to 
ask cannibal jump a fence four feet high? 
DEFIND, n.  an unexpected discovery.  “The old 
book you got at the yard sale is defined of the 
century it cost three times what you paid.” 

Jeff Foxworthy’s Learning to Talk More 
Gooder Fastly Redneck Dictionary III, 

 

MARGINALIZING 
GOD’S WORD 

 Some church services features multisensory 
worship, using skits, storytelling, and various forms 
of media, but Jesus emphasized the Word of God in 
making disciples:  “If you abide in my word, you 
are truly my disciples,” John 8:31.  Some church 
leaders say we can no longer look to the Bible alone 
as a guide for spiritual living, but Scripture says 
church leaders are to preach God’s Word “for 
building up the body of Christ,” Ephesians 4:12.  
Some church leaders say we should merely “love” 
people into the church, but biblical Christians are 
called to always be “prepared to make a defense of 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you,” 1 Peter 3:15. 
Paul sternly instructed Timothy, a young preacher, 
“Keep a close watch on yourself and on the 
teaching.  Persist on this, for by so doing you will 
save both yourself and your hearers,” 1 Timothy 
4:16.  He also affirmed to Timothy, “From 
childhood you have been acquainted with the 
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.  All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be competent, equipped for every good work,” 
2 Timothy 3:15-17. 

THINK ABOUT IT 
Christianity without the Bible is much like a doctor 
who misdiagnoses a patient and then prescribes the 
wrong treatment.   The patient doesn’t get well, and 
he has a false sense of security, blindly trusting that 
what he has been told is the truth. 

 

STRANDED 
A multimillionaire was enjoying an afternoon on his 
yacht in the Caribbean when a severe storm hit.   
The near-hurricane force winds produced gigantic 
waves that eventually swamped and sank the yacht.  
It sank without a trace.  The yacht owner and his 
chauffeur, the only two people on board, managed 
to swim to the closest island. 
Lying exhausted on the deserted beach, the 
chauffeur began to panic.  “We’ll never be 
rescued!”  But the multimillionaire just smiled. 
“How can you be so calm?” screamed the chauffeur 
who worked himself up even more.  “We’re going 
to die on this lonely island.  This isn’t reality TV, 
you know.” 
“Listen,” the multimillionaire began.  ”Five years 
ago I gave the Republicans $250,000.  I also gave 
$250,000 to the Democrats.  A year later I increased 
both amounts by $100,000.  Three years ago, since I 
did extremely will in the stock market, I contributed 
$750,000 to each party.  Last year business was 
especially good, so I gave a million dollars to both 
parties as well as to National Public Radio.” 
“And the point is?” the chauffeur asked. 
“It’s time for their annual fund drive.  I guarantee 
you – they’ll find me.” 
 

FREE SPEECH 
“Some people’s idea of free speech is that they are 
free to say what they like, but if anyone says 
anything back, that is an outrage” Winston 
Churchill 
“The most stringent protection of free speech would 
not protect a man from falsely shouting fire in a 
theater causing a panic” Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. 
“You are free to say anything you want, but you are 
not free of the consequences” Denny Coburn 



OPPORTUNITIES 
  
Nov. 5-7 – Restoration Destination, North Myrtle 
Beach, SC, Bill Wines, Director 
 

BE REASONABLE 
God is a God of reason (Isaiah 1:18), and He has 
created us as rational creatures in His image 
(Genesis 1:27; Colossians 3:10). So surely He 
intends for us to utilize the gift of reason.  God 
wants us to take an intelligent step of faith in the 
light of good evidence, not a blind leap of faith into 
the dark (see John 20:27). 
The Bible is filled with exhortations to use reason, 
Jesus commanded His followers, “Love the Lord 
your God…with all your mind,” (Matthew 27:37).  
The Apostle Paul taught, “Whatever is true…think 
about these things,” Philippians 4:8), and he 
reasoned with Jews and philosophers, (Acts 17:17, 
22-31).  Church elders are instructed to refuse those 
who contradict sound doctrine, (Titus 1:9).  Paul 
says he was appointed for “the defense of the 
gospel,” (Philippians 116).  Jude urged, “Contend 
for the faith that was one for all delivered to the 
saints,” Jude 3.  Peter commanded us to be 
“prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
for the reason for the hope that is in you,” (1 Peter 
3:15)  All these activities involve the use of our 
God-given reason. 
We are designed by a reasoning God to be 
reasoning people.  It is in our best interest to use 
that reason to test the competing truth claims that 
daily confront us. 
 

AMERICA 
Eldridge Cleaver left this country some years ago to 
escape a prison sentence. Everywhere he went he 
talked about America being a rotten place to live. 
But five years later he returned knowing he would 
go to prison.  News reporters asked him why he 
returned knowing this.  Cleaver replied, “Because 
prison life in the U.S. is better than traveling free 
anywhere else in the world.” 
It reminds me of the ancient proverb:  “As soon as 
you have drunk, you turn your back on the spring.” 

From Treasures from My Basement 
Wayne B. Smith 

 
A BLOOPER 

Preacher Ralph Simmons said his favorite overseas 
destination is Canada. I’d love to hear him preach! 

JUST FOR FUN 
“Just to establish some parameters,” said the 
professor, “Mr. Carmon, what is the opposite of 
joy?” “Sadness” replied the student. 
“And what’s the opposite of depression, Ms. 
Helms?” 
“Elation,” was the reply. 
“And you, Mr. Fields, how about the opposite of 
woe?” 
“I believe that would be giddy up!” 
 

THINKING LIKE A MAN 
If you can’t find a screwdriver, use a knife.  If you 
break off the tip, it’s an improved screwdriver. 
If what you’ve done is stupid but it works, then it 
isn’t stupid. 
Never put off until tomorrow what you can avoid 
altogether. 
Never knock on Death’s door.  Ring the doorbell 
and run like crazy. He hates that. 
    

WHEN A CHRISTIAN DEPARTS 
God saw the road was getting rough 

He knew you’d had your share, 
He gently closed those loving eyes 

And took you in his care 
Each time we see your picture 

You seem to smile and say 
“Don’t cry, I’m only sleeping 
We’ll meet again someday.” 

 
MINI THOUGHTS 

When one word leads to another, it generally ends up in a 
quarrel, a speech, or a dictionary. 

~ 
The skin a teen loves to touch is Dad’s pigskin wallet. 

~ 
You have reached middle age when all you exercise is caution. 

~ 
 The advantage of having only one child is that you always know 

who did it. 
~ 

A speech is like a wheel- 
The longer the spoke, the greater the tire. 

~ 
At 50 everyone has the face they deserve. 

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT 
What BARNABAS MINISTRIES believes  

BIBLE: The only inspired record of God’s revelation to us 
SIN: The only thing standing between God and man 

JESUS CHRIST: The only perfect One who paid for sin 
THE GOSPEL: The only record of Jesus’ life 

SALVATION: The only hope of man 
FAITH: is only “saving faith” if it includes repentance, 
confession of Jesus Christ as the Son of God and being 

baptized for the remission of sin. 
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