




DOTS AND DASHES FROM DANNY 

Something Light Hearted: 

 

What do you call a turkey the day after 

Thanksgiving? Lucky! 

 

I was going to give up all of my bad habits for the 

new year, but then I remembered that no one likes a 

quitter. 

QUESTION:  WHAT HAPPENED TO 

THANKSGIVING? 

   I am writing this just a few hours after 

Thanksgiving Day and I am pondering a thought 

that has concerned me for several years.  The 

question is, WHAT HAPPENED TO 

THANKSGIVING?  As I look back over the most 

recent holiday seasons I stand in wonder and try to 

put into perspective where is the celebration of 

Thanksgiving.  You walk through the stores and 

shortly after August you see all the Christmas 

decorations and trees are on exhibit.  The middle of 

October we saw the first Christmas commercial and 

the race was on for getting to Christmas.  But there 

was little mention about Thanksgiving.  Oh, there 

was the subtle reminder of buying a turkey or items 

a person would need to fix a feast for the family 

gathering but nothing about giving thanks.  Again, I 

ask the question,  What happened to Thanksgiving?  

  I know there are all kinds of controversies over the 

actual beginning of Thanksgiving.  People are going 

to great lengths to incorporate all the 

misinformation of the beginning of the holiday and 

trying to reevaluate the meaning and celebration of 

Thanksgiving.  Others are trying to make the idea of 

the Pilgrims and the Native Americans look like it 

should actually be a day of mourning,  There is also 

mention of how the name of the day should be 

changed from Thanksgiving to “Takesgiving.”   

  I guess my greatest concern is centered on the 

decline of people being thankful for what they have.  

We tend to take our blessings for granted and we 

have allowed ourselves to become so busy that we 

don’t permit time to give thanks for what we have. 

 

  Could the answer to this question be found in 

scripture?  I believe you know that God has 

graciously given us answers to our queries in His 

Word.  

  Look with me at Psalm 95: 2 – 3 “ Let us come 

before His presence with thanksgiving, Let us shout 

joyfully to Him with psalms. 3 For the LORD is a great 

God. And a great King above all gods.”  Could we be 

eliminating thanksgiving because we are failing to 

“come before God’s presence”?  Is God, “the giver 

of all good things” (Psalm 84: 11 – 12; James 1: 

17) being shoved further and further back on the 

spiritual shelf that we see no need of giving thanks 

to Him?  Let’s be honest, the acknowledgement of 

God in our society is shrinking and we are thanking 

ourselves for what we have and what we do. Why 

thank God for what we have when we don’t even 

believe God exists? As I said earlier it seems that 

we don’t have time for Thanksgiving because we 

are encouraged to get to the  real important 

emphasis of this time of the year and that would be 

getting people to think about investing in gifts to be 

given to friends and family.   

  My prayer is to get people to return to “seeking  

first His kingdom and His righteousness,” 

(Matthew 6: 33) and if we would do that 

Thanksgiving would be automatic.  Giving thanks is 

not just for the big things we have or receive but it 

is for all things in our life.  Psalm 9:1 reminds us 

what we should give thanks for:  “I will give 

thanks to the Lord with all my heart;  I will tell 

of all Your wonders”.  Just take a minute and think 

of all the things you need or use in one given day.  

It starts first thing in the morning when we shower 

and we have hot water and soap. Then there are 

toothbrushes and toothpaste and well, you get the 

idea.  We have so much to give thanks for.  Yes, we 

must give God thanks for His Son and the salvation 

He has provided to those who will obey the plan He 

has given for salvation.   

  As I close, I want to wish each of you a wonderful 

Christmas and may 2023 be a year of rejoicing as 

we serve our wonderful God!!   

Danny Evans is an associate and trustee  

with Barnabas Ministries                                                                  



LEARNING with Larry 

 TO ERROR IS HUMAN TO FORGIVE DEVINE 

“You are forgiven” is a sweet sound to debtors but the 

one who forgives needs divine help.  It is not our nature 

to forgive however, forgiving others is essential for a 

child of God.  The Greek word translated “forgiveness” 

is APHIEMI which means forgiving debt or sin by 

cancelation.  Jesus told a parable in Matthew 18:23-35 

about a debtor being forgiven, yet not forgiving a debt 

owed him.  We are told many times in Scripture to 

forgive other just as Christ has forgiven us.  One 

example is Matthew 6:14-15 “For if you forgive others 

their trespasses, you’re heavenly Father will also forgive 

you, but if you do not forgive others, neither will your 

heavenly Father forgive your trespasses. 

Matthew West sang a song that we need to hear as often 

as we can. The title is “Forgiveness” and the lyrics are: 

“It’s the hardest thing to give away and the last thing on 

your mind today.  It always goes to those that don’t 

deserve.  It’s the opposite of how you feel when the pain 

they caused is just too real.  It takes everything you have 

just to say the word…forgiveness.  It flies in the face of 

all your pride, it moves away the mad inside, it’s always 

anger’s own worst enemy.  Even when the jury and the 

judge say you got a right to hold a grudge, it’s the 

whisper in your ear saying ‘Set it free’ Forgiveness 

shows me how to love the unlovable, shows me how to 

reach the unreachable, helps me now to do the 

impossible, forgive.” 

How is it possible to forgive like God?  It is to help us 

realize just how much He forgave us.  The Greek word 

for forgiveness in the noun is APHESIS which is a 

dismissal, a complete removal of our entire debt that 

separated us from our Creator.  Ephesians 1:2-8 “In him 

we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 

of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that 

he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.” 

I have been able to forgive others only with God’s divine 

help and I realize just how far He had to go to save me.  

Forgiveness is always to our benefit spiritually, 

physically, and emotionally.  Forgiveness is a release for 

you.   C.S. Lewis said, “To be a Christian means to 

forgive the inexcusable because God has forgiven the 

inexcusable in us.  God’s will is for us to forgive our 

enemies.  He wants us to put away all wrath and malice 

and bitterness.   And it is for our good too.  Someone 

said that resentment is like drinking poison hoping the 

other person dies.  Not forgiving puts us into a prison of 

suffering.  It is a heavy burden for the soul.  Failing to 

forgive is like blood-sucking leeches in your spiritual 

life.  But how can I forgive?  It’s so hard!  The secret is 

in the gospel – how God has forgiven the inexcusable in 

you.  You dee, the gospel is not a message that cries our 

“pay God for your sins!”  The gospel is the glorious 

news, “Jesus paid it all!”  And just as we have received 

this stunning love that we are fully forgiven of all our 

sins, we are now to send this love and forgiveness 

outward toward our enemies. 

Until next time, -Larry. 
  

MINI THOUGHTS 

  If you won’t admit you’ve been wrong, you love yourself 

more than truth. 

~ 

 Never lend money.  It gives people amnesia. 

~ 

  He who has all the answers hasn’t heard all the questions. 

~ 

 Be wiser than other people if you can, but don’t tell them 

so. 

~ 

  Instead of crying over spilt milk, go milk another cow. 

~ 

AND THE WINNER IS:  

The greatest of all evils is indifference toward evil.. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A PREACHER’S MISQUOTE 

A young preacher in his first charge announced nervously:  I 

take for my text the words, “And they fed five men with five  

thousand loaves of bread and two thousand fishes.” 

At this misquotation, an old member said loudly, “That’s no 

miracle, I could do it myself.” 

The young preacher said nothing, but the next Sunday he 

announced the same text.  This time he got it right:  “And they 

fed five thousand men on five loaves and two fishes.”  He 

waited a moment and then leaning over the pulpit and looking 

at the parishioner, he asked, “And could you do that too, Mr. 

Smith?” 

“Of course I could,” Smith replied. 

“And how would you do it?” the preacher asked. 

“With the leftovers from last Sunday,” Smith said. 

 

FOUR PEOPLE THE CHURCH DON’T NEED 

Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.  There was an 

important job to be done at church and Everybody was sure 

that Somebody would do it.  Anybody could have done it but 

Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry because it was 

Everybody’s job.  But Nobody asked Anybody. It ended up 

that the job wasn’t done and Everybody blamed Somebody 

when actually Nobody asked Anybody. 









OPPORTUNITIES 

Jan. 12-13 - Church Leaders Seminar, Cambridge, 

OH, Person to Person Ministries. Contact: 

p2pm_office@yahoo.com  

Jan. 16-18 – Florida Bible Conference, Kissimmee, 

FL Contact: thecra@thecra.org  

Feb. 13-16 - Winter Worship & Workshop, Pigeon 

Forge, TN, Contact: stumpy_derek@yahoo.com 

 

NEW DEFINITIONS FOR OLD WORDS 

DOCTRINAL ERROR – When a physician makes 

a mistake, “He made a doctrinal error.” 

RESCUE – In the game of pool and the cue ball 

comes to a stop. The ball is at rest, or as stated: “the 

cue ball is rescuing on the table where it stops. 

REBUTTAL – When a child repeats a rebellious 

act for which he just got spanked, “He/she needs a 

rebuttal.” 

COPYRIGHT – When a student tries to cheat by 

looking at a classmate’s answers they want make 

sure they copyright. 

THEOLOGICAL – Simply using common sense 

when solving a problem.  State as, “The theological 

thing to do is to just leave it as it is.” 

  

LET ME GIVE 

I do not know how long I’ll live, 

But while I live, Lord, let me give. 

Some comfort to someone in need, 

By a smile or nod, a kind word or deed, 

And let me do whatever I can 

To ease things for my fellow man, 

I want naught but to do my part, 

To lift a tired or weary heart. 

To change folk’s frowns to a smile again 

Then I will not have lived in vain. 

And I’ll not care how long I’ll live 

If I can give, and give and give. 
                                             -Author unknown 

 

ATTITUDE MAKE A GREAT DIFFERENCE 

A young girl said to her grandmother who was 

always doing something, never seeming to rest.  

One day the young girl asked: “Granny, it’s 

remarkable how young you look.  How do you do 

it? 

“Suzie,” she replied, “It takes time to grow old, and 

I’ve never had any.” 

  

OLD TIMER: A person who remembers when 

people stopped spending when they ran out of 

money.  

  

 

P.R.E.S. 
Preacher Recruitment and Encouragement Seminar 

Barnabas Ministries is founded on the principle laid 

out in the texts “…encourage one another and build 

each other up…” 1 Thess. 5:11 and “…encourage 

one another daily…” Heb. 3:13. 

We all need encouragement but preachers need it 

much more than one might think.  There is a great 

responsibility that comes with preaching, and we 

desire to encourage those who do. 

At no cost to a preacher or the host congregation, 

we will conduct a Preacher Recruitment and 

Encouragement Seminar for any congregation that 

is willing to host such a meeting.  Barnabas will pay 

the speakers and their housing, and reimburse the 

host for the cost of a noon meal as long as funds are 

available through the supporters of PRES. 

To date we have conducted such meetings in 

Gallipolis and Cincinnati, OH, London, and 

Madison, KY, Monroeville, PA, and Bluefield, WV. 

If you would like information, you can email, or 

call the Barnabas office. 

If you would like to support this program, make 

your check out to Barnabas Ministries and make the 

“purpose” on the check to read “PRES.”  All 

monies received so marked will be spent only for 

this purpose.  Above all, please pray for God’s 

continued blessing on PRES.  

 
MINI THOUGHTS 

 There is nothing that will turn fiction into fact 

faster than word of mouth 

~ 

We might be more eager to accept good advice if it didn’t 

 Interfere with our plans. 

~ 

It’s easy to identify people who can’t count to ten.  They’re 

in front of you in the checkout at Walmart. 

  
DOCTRINAL STATEMENT 

What BARNABAS MINISTRIES believes  

BIBLE: The only inspired record of God’s revelation to us 

SIN: The only thing standing between God and man 

JESUS CHRIST: The only perfect one who paid for sin 

THE GOSPEL: The only record of Jesus’ life 

SALVATION: The only hope for man 

FAITH: is only “saving faith” if it includes repentance, 

confession of Jesus Christ as the son of God and being 

baptized for the remission of sin. 
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