Hello Surfside:
As you know, there is a runoff election scheduled in a few days, on April 7th between Shlomo Danzinger and me.
Fortunately, most voters know quite a bit about each of us, but I want to share something about me, beyond the faint praise my opponents share about me being kind and compassionate, that most do not know.  That I am tested and battle-hardened tough!
Let me prove it here by sharing with you some uncomfortable truths.
Because of Mr. Danzinger’s candidacy, Surfside again is facing a major directional change.  He is competitive in this race because of one thing; fear.  This is a tactic that he has used before, labeling most who oppose or challenge him, antisemitic, or worse.
As unbelievable as it may seem, I am Jewish, but that has not stopped him from using those tactics on me!
Here’s how Danzinger has, again, run his campaign.  
Step 1:  He has maliciously trumpeted that this election puts the Jewish community under threat.  
Step 2:  He has appointed himself as THE one who can deliver the religious community from the (non-existent) threat.  
Step 3:  He had recruited three fellow believers to enter the race with him – two won, and now Surfside stands on the precipice of giving the keys of the town to three Danzinger votes which Danzinger will no doubt again run as a religious protectorate.  
The foregoing statement is not hyperbole, as everyone remembers the last time Danzinger was in office, he flew HIS religion’s flag, prominently on our town hall building, just near the American Flag, 24-hours a day, and even lit at night.  Danzinger was more than happy to proclaim that under his leadership, Surfside’s government will fly, and represent only one religious flag to the world; a stark and ominous reminder to all residents that Danzinger’s religious beliefs are the only ones that matter.
Danzinger is a cottage industry based on division and his actions are disqualifying.  His presence in this race is frightening, and perceived by many who have different beliefs, or opinions, as a lost battle, with Danzinger’s religious beliefs and that of his followers as what matters most in Surfside.
I hope that if after you read this letter, you only take away this:  That Danzinger has successfully frighted and mislead a solid 850 religious voters in our community, who now, out of fear, vote in lockstep to elect him.  That number represents 25% of our voters.
Happily, Danzinger’s fear-mongering has a limit, and that limit is 860 votes.  If Surfside wants to beat Danzinger, we need more than 860 votes from our side to win.  It should be noted that we achieved that goal, by a hair, if you combine my votes with the votes Mr. Blumstein received, but we need a bigger winning margin.
How do we achieve that winning margin? I believe it gets done by me writing this letter to you and letting you know that I am not the ‘wallflower’ Danzinger wants you to believe I am, and if Surfside wants to avoid another two years of Danzinger, and all the tumult that would bring, Surfside must come out and vote on April 7th.
The good news that Danzinger has only been able to frighten and misled 25% of our voters, while we have access to the remaining 75%, who can be inspired, excited and energized about electing a commission that serves all religions and every resident, without exception.
This letter was not easy for me to compose; however, I believe that making the hard decisions and telling my voters the truth, is always the right decision – so much for the wallflower label!
The reality is, it is how I live my life …and how I will lead our town.
Thank you for coming out on April 7th to overcome the fearmongering, which will keep our town open and welcoming to all.
Tina Paul



