
 
 

 

 

 

 

S.A.L.T. MISSION STATEMENT 

S.A.L.T.ôs primary goal is to understand, practice and share all life skills and arts of the ancient world. 

This is accomplished by regular Skills Meetings and informing the public through various Events.      
 

                           

           www.saltskills.com          saltskills@gmail.com              

    Charlie Tadano, President              Tom Wax, Vice President             Jennifer Ahumada, Secretary                 Tamara Tadano, Treasurer        
                    
                  Laura Robins, Newsletter Editor / Webmaster                                            Donna Moses, Events / Bead Chairperson 

 

Volume 14, Issue 4                         S.A.L.T. e-NEWSLETTER                        APRIL  2023 

 

 

 

 

S. A. L. T. CALENDAR 

 

NEXT S.A.L.T. SKILLS MEETING / EVENT  

 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 15
th

       

10 am ï I pm   
 

 

S.A.L.T. SKILL # 20 BOWS & ARROWS  

Make an arrow with Charlie, Bob & Tom 
 

at ZďLKH]']HďHRP MUSEUM 

(Please bring a dish to share for the potluck Brunch!) 
 

 

UPCOMING 2023 MEETINGS & EVENTS: 

AZ ARCHAEOLOGY EXPO Saturday, April 1st  
10 am ï 2 pm SAN TAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM, Queen Creek 

 

Saturday, April 15th SKILLS MEETING at SVM 
S.A.L.T. SKILL # 20 BOWS & ARROWS ï Make a primitive arrow 

 

Saturday, May 20th SKILLS MEETING at SVM 
S.A.L.T. SKILL # 20 BOWS & ARROWS ï Make a primitive bow 

SKILL # 4 TOOLS -Make a Hoko Knife 

QUARTERLY S.A.LT. BOARD MEETING FOLLOWS 
 

WORLD ATLATL DAY Saturday, June 3rd 
9 am - Noon at SôEDAV VAôAKI MUSEUM 

 

Saturday, June 17th SKILLS MEETING at SVM 
S.A.L.T. SKILL # 23 TRACKING / DESERT ANIMALS by Peter Huegel 

 

Saturday, July 15th SKILLS MEETING at SVM 
S.A.L.T. SKILL # 14 BASKETS ï Make a small pine needle basket by Tom Wax 

and Jennifer Ahumada 
 

REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR S.A.L.T. SHIRTS  
TO ALL MEETINGS AND EVENTS! 

 

All Members make sure Tamara has your name  

on the membership list for free entry into PMG! 
 

 

 
 

 

"Unless there is CONTEXT,                      

p{ďz'hss'hy{z'huk'jyhm{z5Ē''Steve Watts 

 

 

 

 

 

PUEBLO GRANDE MUSEUM      

is changing its name to: 

ZďLKH]']H.HRP MUSEUM 
   

in English it is ñCentral Platform Mound.ò 

 

 Sôedav Vaôaki Museum is an 
archaeological site once 

inhabited by the Hohokam 
culture, just east of downtown 
Phoenix, next to Sky Harbor 

International Airport. It's a 
National Historic Landmark and Phoenix Point of Pride accessible by 
the Sky Train and the Light Rail. Part of the City of Phoenix Parks 

and Recreation Department since 1929, it's the largest preserved 
archaeological site in Phoenix.  
 

4619 E. Washington St, Phoenix, AZ 85034    (602) 495-0901 
 

 
The S.A.L.T. Memorial Bricks have been placed at the Museum. 

 
Albert Abril         S.A.L.T.        Thomas Robins 

 

 "For love and kinship among us, who see each other, always 
forward, farther than land & dreams left behind." 

 

 Emiliano Jolle       Virginia Tadano         Amanda Lyons 

http://www.saltskills.com/
mailto:saltskills@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/search?q=pueblo+grande+museum&oq=pueblo&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l5.3932j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


Pueblo Grande Museum  
Changing Name to         

  ñSôedav Vaôaki Museumò 
 

MARCH 24, 2023 8:00 AM 
 

During a Phoenix Parks and Recreation Board Meeting on Thursday, 
March 23, 2023, the board voted unanimously to change the name 
of Pueblo Grande Museum and Archaeological Park to ñS'edav 

Va'aki Museum." 
 
The name S'edav Va'aki (Salt River Pima ï Maricopa Indian 

Community spelling) or Central Vahki (English spelling) is an 
O'Odham name that reflects the connection the site has with the local 
O'Odham and Piipaash communities. S'edav Va'aki refers to the 

large platform mound (Va'aki) that is preserved at the site, and the 
central location of this ancestral village within the Salt River Valley 
and to the extensive canal system created by these exceptional 

engineers before Euro-Americans moved into the region. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Board also approved the use of the 

marketing tagline, ñGateway to Phoenix Heritage." 
 
ñRenaming the Pueblo Grande Museum to the S'edav Va'aki 

Museum could not come at a better time as our city celebrates 
Phoenix History Month. The name change reflects our commitment 
to honoring the Indigenous people who helped build our community 

thousands of years ago. I look forward to the continued educational 
impact this museum will have on all Phoenicians," said Phoenix 
Mayor Kate Gallego. 

 
ñS'edav Va'aki Museum will continue to be an amazing resource for 
Phoenix history," District 8 Councilmember Carlos Garcia said. ñWe 

must ensure that our local institutions are reflecting the diversity of 
our area and taking steps to recognize and celebrate all cultures." 
 

ñThis is an important step for our city," said Kelly Dalton, Chair of the 
Parks and Recreation Board. "This new name reflects our 
commitment to honoring those who have shaped our culture and 
history."   

 
ñWords and titles matter. This name change will help to have a 
greater and more direct impact on how this significant ancestral site 

is interpreted," said Shane Anton, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community Tribal Historic Preservation Officer. 
 

The previous name, Pueblo Grande, is defined in the Spanish 
language and denotes the site as a ñpueblo," which is not how the 
O'Odham would describe their villages or habitation sites. 

 
The museum exists to preserve and help interpret the site and the 
ancestral occupation and to bring attention to living indigenous 

communities. Located on a site with one of the few remaining 
platform mounds (Va'aki) differentiates the museum from other 
museums in Phoenix. Rebranding the museum with an appropriate 

O'Odham name will better serve museum audiences. This change 
will elevate the museum's profile and increase interest in the site. 
 

Throughout summer and fall, the museum will gradually begin 
transitioning signage throughout the museum and on the website. 
In fall of 2023, the new S'edav Va'aki Museum will unveil its new logo 

during a ñreopening" event. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department acknowledges the City of 

Phoenix is located within Native Land. Read the department's 
commitment to respecting Ancestral Indigenous Communities in our 
Land Acknowledgement Statement on phoenix.gov/parks.  

 
Pronunciation guide: 

¶ S'edav pronounced suh-UH-dahf 

¶ Va'aki pronounced VAH-ah-kee 

¶ O'Odham pronounced awe-THUMB 

¶ Piipaash pronounced pee-POSH 
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ARIZONA ARCHAEOLOGY EXPO 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 1 st    10 am ð 2 pm  
(Set up at 9:00 am) 

Theme: The San Tan Chapter of the Arizona Archaeological Society 

is inviting the public to a Free Event to learn about Arizona 
Archaeology from a host of activities and demonstrations. Check 
Website: azarchsoc.org/SanTan or contact M. Britton 

at mbrit@cox.net for more information 
 

 
 

 

 
Remember, participation in S.A.L.T. activities and events 

is a part of membership! 
You are always welcome and we need you! 

 

Call Event Chairperson Donna Moses at  602-384-1359   
saltdonna1@gmail.com 

or S.A.L.T. President Charlie Tadano at 602-524-6910 
info@tripletpromotions.com 

 

file:///C:/Users/082377/Desktop/phoenix.gov/parks
http://azarchsoc.org/SanTan
mailto:mbrit@cox.net
mailto:saltdonna1@gmail.com
mailto:info@tripletpromotions.com


 
 

KVUď['TPZZ'[OL'APRIL 2023 

S.A.L.T. SKILLS MEETING! 

Saturday, April 15
th

  10 am Č 1 pm 

 

 
 

 

 

(Donôt forget a dish to share for the potluck brunch!) 
 

S.A.L.T. SKILL # 20 BOWS & ARROWS  
 

Make a Primitive Arrow with Charlie, Bob & Tom 
 

SKILL Apprentice 

Level I 

Apprentice 

Level II 

Apprentice 

Level III 

 
20. Bows / 

Arrows 
 
 

Take a Bow 
class and an 

Arrow class 

Make a primitive 
Bow and Arrows 

on your own 

Demonstrate 
how to use the 

Bow and Arrows 
proficiently  

 

 
 

LEVEL I of SKILLS 1, 2 and 3 

INSTRUCTION PROVIDED AT EVERY SKILL 

TLL[PUN'KLWLUKPUN'VU'[OL'^LH[OLYĕ 

 

SKILL Apprentice 

Level I 

Apprentice 

Level II 

Apprentice 

Level III 

 
1. Cutting  
    Tool 

 

Make a flake and 
Discoidal Blade 
 

Make flakes 
from three 
different rocks 

and 
refine the tools 

Demonstrate a 
use or project 
with the tool 

 

2. Cordage 
 
 

Make a uniform 3 

foot length of 
cordage 
 

Process three 

different fibers 
and make 
cordage 

Demonstrate a 

use or project 
with the cordage 

 

3. Friction  
    Fire 
 
 

Demonstrate one 

method of 
primitive fire 
starting 

Forage for 

materials, 
construct hand 
drill or bow drill 
and make fire 

Make a complete 

Fire Kit to use 
and display 

 
SKILL #1 CUTTING TOOL: Level I                 
Make a flake and discoidal blade. 

 
SKILL #2 CORDAGE: Level I   
Make a uniform 3 foot length of cordage. 

 

 
 
SKILL #3 FRICTION FIRE: Level I  
Demonstrate one method of primitive fire starting. 

  
(Beads will be given out to new members when Level I of all 
three of the above Membership Requirement Skills are 
completed and dues are paid.) 
 

Remember to bring your own primitive tools and 
materials to the Monthly Skill Meetings, if you have them. 
Materials for the Membership Requirement Skills are 
provided at each meeting for guests and new members. 
 

Also, you are responsible to sign in at meetings and events to be 
included in the newsletters, etc. and note on the sign-in sheet each 

level of each skill you complete to be awarded your beads. You need 
to make a Personal Bead to receive the leather thong for your Skill 
Beads. Thanks!    
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MARCH 11, 2023, S.A.L.T.      

at ANCIENT TECH DAY  

 

 

 
Bob, Sylvia, Don, Peter, Chris, Carlos / Jennifer, Noah, Luis & Charlie 

 
Sylvia, Don, Laura, Peter, Chris, Carlos / Jennifer, Noah & Luis 

 

After Laura and Jennifer had everyone fill out the Safety Advisory 
Form and Mammoth Hunting Licenses, the participants stopped by 
Bob for the Atlatl Display and lots of great information. 
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Charlie instructing Atlatl 

 

 
Don Raker set up a Rabbitstick throwing range. 

 

 
         Noah and Luis      Luis, Noah & Jennifer           Linda 

 

 
Another Saturday of volunteering. I spent part of today at Pueblo 
Grande Museum at the "Artifact Cart". Today was Ancient 
Technology Day. After a few hours of explaining how various artifacts 

were made/used by the ancient people, I got to then spend a few 
hours with my SALT friends who were at the museum to demonstrate 
how to hunt with an Atlatl.  


