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SUMMEr triangle
Start with the Summer Triangle - the three brightest stars 
in the summer sky in the Nothern Hemisphere. 
The easiest one to spot is Vega the brightest of all, 
just above your head. 
Next, Deneb is above Vega, to the east. 
Completing the triangle is Altair lower than the other 
two at the bottom of the triangle.
Now, you can find Lyra, Cygnus, Aquila and the rest of 
the constellations on the map!

STORIES behind the constellations

Lyra Orpheus, the musician, famously played his lyre and even the beasts would be charmed 
and listen to his beautiful music. 
When he died (killed by a mad woman!), his lyre was put in the sky by Zeus.

Orpheus, after his death, was transformed into a swan and placed next 
to his lyre. In other stories, this is Zeus who disguised himself as a swan to 
seduce a lady called Leda.

Zeus had an eagle who carried his thunderbolts. 
This is the eagle abducting the shepherd boy Ganymede to Mount Olympus 
by the order of Zeus, who did many mischievous things.

Pegasus is the famous winged horse. The greek hero Bellerophon captured him and rode 
to defeat a monster. However he fell off Pegasus one day and Zeus picked him up and 
transformed him into the constellation Pegasus. 
You can see the horse shape is upside down as if falling from the sky.

pegasus

hercules

Ophiuchus (Serpent Bearer)

Sagittarius (THe Archer)

capricornus

Hercules is one of the most famous heros of Greek mythology. He was the son of Zeus 
and extremely strong. (He is also upside-down in the sky!)

This is a man who holds the long snake (Serpens Cauda & Serpens 
Caput) on both sides and is also stamping on a scorpion (Scorpius) 
under his feet.

Sagittarius is a centaur - half human, half horse, holding a bow and arrow. 
The arrow is pointing at the heart of the scorpion (Scorpius) in the sky.

Capricornus is a capricon, who is a half-goat and half-fish. 
Pan, the god who was half-man, half-goat, was running away from a monster and 
he tranformed to a half-fish and dived into a river to save himself. 
And ended up half-goat & half-fish! ('What was I thinking?' was what he said later... ) 
Or in another version, it just depicts the horn of the capricon - 'horn of plenty'.

Here are some stories from Greek Mythology. 
See how they imagined and invented these fantastic 
stories! Look for other myths from different cultures too 
& maybe you can invent your own stories around the stars...!

LITTLE guide to your summer stargazing

w
w

w
.m

rp
ri

nt
ab

le
s.

co
m

  ©
m

rp
ri

nt
ab

le
s 

 2
01

2 
  A

ll 
ri

gh
ts

 r
es

er
ve

d.


