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GLENGARRY" PIFERS

The bagpipe, uphficlder of Scottish tradition -is 85 much at home
in Glengarry county as it is in Scotland. ThHe famed "Glengarry High-
land Games" 1s the focus of all Scottish events held ammually in Glen-
garry,., On Highland Games weekend, the small village of Maxville with
a population of only BOO swells to hold over 20.000 visitors, who
come to see the North fAmerican Plpe BEand Chnampionships. THese visitors
dcn't Just come to the Highland Games once in their lifetime, After
coming once, they're hooked! They make it a point to come back
every year and Join in with the Scottish spirit (or spirits), the
kilts, the highland daneing , the massed bands and the warm Clengarry
friendliness,

Glengarry i= 8 county rich in history and heritage, It boaste
two museums and many historic churches such &s 3t. Elmo, 5t. Baphaels
and the Round Church in Dalhoueie, It is the home of Ealph Comnor
and Dorothy Dumbrille - two writers who captured much of Qlengarry's
character in their novels.

Contemporary piping in Glengarry received ites begimming with the
hirth of the Highland Games in 1948, Pricer to this, Glengarry had
many pipers who were well known in their areas and were called upom
to play at the many funerals, weddings, soclals and picnice, MNot to
te Torgotten was the importance of the 59th regiment pipe btand who
recrulted soldiers for the 1lst Yorld War, The papes provided the spirit
Wwhich ecalled many Glengarry boys to war.

In this phamphlet, we have attempted to complle a history of

piping in Glengarry. We looked at the various pipers who lived in

different cormers of the county - Dunvegan, Dalkeith, MelCrimmom,




Maxville, Martintown, Apple Hill, and Alexandria.
Each piper was instrumental in keeping the highland spirit allve
in this county. As a tribute to these guardians of Scottish culture

and tradition we dedicate thie book to the "GLENG/RRY FIPERS",

EARTY BAGFIPES

To most persons, the bagpipe is associated with the skirl of an
instrument bound to Bornie Scotland. The bagpipe 1s ar ‘nebrument
of great antiquity and is one of the most ancient instrumemts known
to man., Since the earliest times, people have used some Torm of reed
Fipes,

g far back as 4,000 years B.C. there were pipes. The pipes are
balieved to have originated in Central Asia and about 2,000 years ago
they were introduced to Scotland. There were bagpipes in ancilent
Egypt and Persia about 1500 B.C.; from there they found their way to
fGrescea and Rome. In fact, they have been found in the coffins of
Egyrtiar mummies. The name "bagpipe' wes derived from the reed pipe
having a bag added to provide a continucus sound. The tagplpe was
in use a thousand years before Christ and it is mentioned in the
Bible in the book of Genesis, The Romans used it as an instrument of
war and it has been said that Nero played the bagpipes, not the
fiddle as Rome burmed, O(me theory =sugpests that the REomans brought
the pipes to Britain and the Scots picked them up froc trere, Ancther
theory is that the pipes could have been brought To Eritain from
Ireland; however, yet ancther story maintains that the znglish were
the first to have the bagpipes; the Irish then took thea up and
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added & drone; then the Scots got hold of them and perfected them)
Whatever the story is, the bagpipes have been familiar to every country
in Europe in one form or ancther.

Bagpipes began their quest for world recognition somewhere in
Persia or India and from there they spread to all parts of the middle
and near esastern countries,; In Eurcope, most countries had their own
special form of bagpipes. In France the bagpipes were known as the
Musette, in CGermany they were known &s the Duddlebach and in Spain as
the Gaita, In France, during the reign of Louis XIV, the rage Was for
young ladies tc play Musettes encased in white silk and pink ribboms.
Tétay, the extent of bagpipe recognition spans the globe and includes
countries from Australis to Tibet, to Uganda, to Switzerland, to Can-
ada and others,

The pipes are finding themselves in Sarawak and the Arctic Circle;
even the last Dalai Lama of Tibet ordered four sets of pipes. There
are also stories that tell of orders for pold mouwnted pipes by the
Ind4ian Hajahs. There is mentiom of pipes in the works of Dante,
Chaucer, Rebelazis, Cervantes, Shakespeare, Milton, Beaumarchais, and
Victor Hugo,

When one speaks of btagpipes they automatically think of the CGreat
Highland Bagpipe. FPipes and military history are irrevocably linked
to one another. Pipes have changed the course of battles and have
bteen present at such great battles as Tuatre Bas, Waterloo, Fontenoy,
Balaklava, the Somme, E1 Alamein, Juebec, and Normandy, Over the

centuries, the pipes have led soldiers into battle and because of this,

they have become recognized as instruments of war., There was a ban
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placed upon pipes after the defeat of Bonnie Prince Charlie at Culloden.
The English claimed it was & dangerous weapon which tended to inspire
the highlanders and turn them into demons and savages subject to
intense combat. A World War 1 story entitled the "Ladies from Hell",
concerns highland pipers leading an asaSult on Germen positions. The
Germans heard this horrible squealing coming towards them so they
popped out of their trenches to see what was making such a dreadful
noise. When they saw these figures appreoaching them in skirts, they
dldn't know to think and so fled in terror, Over the years, the
begpipes have inspired soldiers, struck fear in the hearts of their
enemies, welcomed the visitor, lamented the dead and soothed the
troubled,

Pipers in Scotland provided an extra dimension to clan life and
as the clans emigrated, so d4id the piping tradition they had developed.

The present day bagpipe developed up to the year 1650 from which
time it has remained relatively unchanged except for tome and pitch,
The highland begpipe consists of a pipe chanter, base drone, two tendar
drones, & blowpipe, five stocks, and & pipebag. A set of cords is
used to keep the drones together and & cover is placed over the bagi
The wood used to make the stocks, the drones, the chanter and the
blowpipe is African blackwood., The drones are usuglly mounted with
some precious metal such as gold or silver, but can alsc be mounted
with plastic or ivory. The bags are made of animal hides and skins
such as sheepskin.

The following types of music can be played on the highland bag-

pipe a) piloctaireachd b) competitiom type marches, strathspeys and
i
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reels c) jige and hornpipes d) marching airs and dancing tunes e) slow
marches and slow airs ) just recently, everything from Jesus Christ
Superstar to Cat Stevena'! Morning Has Broken and the popular Amazing
Grace,

Today, there are full fledged colleges of piping and the instru-
ment hae beenintroduced in both the Canadian and Scottish school
systems, There are more pecple pliving and learning pipes than sver
before and this is most evident in the countries the Scots have
emipgrated to: Canada, Australis, New Zealand and the United States.
Canada is proving to be & serious contender for Scotland's world
supremacy in pipings In fact, there are more pipe tands in Omtario
than in the whole of Scotland, Teo visiting Scots; parts of this
country are more Scottish than Scotland itself. Piping is just begin-

ning to be recognized by vast numbers of people. After £,000 years

it 's about timel
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EARLY GLENCAHRY

Glengarry is one of Canada's cldest Scottish districts. The
Legislature of Upper Canada confirmed the title in 1792, and the county
ig named after the lovely glen in Inverness-shire, Scotland, through
which the river Garry flows.,

The history of Scottish settlers in Clengarry dates back to 1763,
when Zcme soldiers from General Wolfe's Army came to settle ne&r
lancaster, In 1784, many Loyalists came to Glengarry from the New
England states.

I 1786, 500 settlers from Scotland came to St. Baphaels with
Bishop Macdonell, They had been forced off their temnant farms by
Senttish landlords who wanted to use the land to raise gheep,

A group of Torty families led by Capt. Alexander MacLeod set out
from Inverness in June, 1793. After two attempts at the lomg trip,
theyarrived in Charlottetown in November and spent the winter there,
They arrived in QOlengarry in the spring of 1794, where they were given
grants of land on what is now the Laggan-Dalkeith road,

For many settlers coming to the country, Canads was a Godsend.
Finally, they had land which they could call thelr own, They had
harsh winters, long hours and hard work ahead of them before the land
would be cleared and ccmfortable homes built. However, these early
Glengmrrians were strong willed and menaged to persevere, Much of
Glengarry is today populated by descendants of these early Scots,

Various settlements in the area were named after districts in

Seotland such as Fassifern, Dunvegan and Laggan. Many post offices and

adjoining villages derived their names from local surroundings such as
=
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mlen Roy, Glen Sanfield, Olen Robertson, and MacCrimmon, Alexamdria,
formerly ¥mown as Priest's Mills, was named after the first Bishop of
Upper Canada, Alexander Macdeonell, who built & mill there in about 1819,
By 1830, Hgizglle, Dominionville, Athel and Lech GArry were
thriving communities with schools, churches, saw-mills; sash and door
factories, blacksmith shops, tinsmiths, and brick yards. Maxville was
named for the many "Macs" in the area and grew with the building of the
Bailway, Prior to the railway, Domionville, 5t Elmo and a now

vanished centre, Notfield were of greater importance,

An 1B%52 census of the clans revealed the following statistics:

Macdonell and MacDonald 3,328
MacMillan 545
MacDougald ﬁul
MacHaes 56
Macleod L37
Grant 1%
Cameron 399
MaocGillis 59
Kennedy 333
MacLennan 322
Campbelll 304
MacIntosh 242
Maciillivray 243
MacKinnon 22
MacPherson 1

Frager 17

¥acPhoe 157
MacIntyre 140
Ross 139
Chisholm 13£
Macire gor 11

Ferguson 1190
MacLaren 102
MacKenzie 99
Morrison 99
MacCormick 83
MacMartin 72
MacKay 72
MacArthur O
MacLachlan 8
Cattanach 50
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The social l1life of early settlers was very unique., In the even-
ings, the people would gather together to tallk over old times and sing
old Scottish songs. Fun times were always assocliated with work, tak-
ing the form of bees. The main bees were the logging bee and the
raising bee Tor the erection of houses and barns, These bees usually
ended with a dance, as there was usuallyla fiddler or piper on hand.

Other pgatherings took the form of Eﬁ!l.‘ll-ﬁnﬁ?hﬁ bees, at which the
home-2pun cloth or & blanket would be shrunk after 1t had been woven .
The cloth or blanket was washed in strong soap suds, then handed to
young people seated at long takles, Each person grasped tha cloth
opposite him or her and brought it down upon the table with a2 forward
movement, then took hold again and repeated the process until the
cloth or blanket had made a few rounds of the table; always to the
tune of a Qaelic asong.

There was also the husking bee, when men and maidens stripped
the husks from the ears of corn, at which all had a sociable time,
There were also paring bees, which consisted of apples being pared
and strung on cords to be hung up and dried, OGaelic songs had an
importantt part in every gathering &long with the local musicilans,

whose pipes or fiddles would cause the toes to tap, eyes to

zparkle and arms to swing!
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PIPING EEFORE 1900

Prior to the 20th century, the Tocus was @n individual pipers,
rather than on pipe btands. The knowledge of piping was passed down
from parent to child or brought over from the 0ld Country. Fipers
were classed by community, rather than by organized groups. The
piping eventz of the 19th century are a tapestry of stories and leg-
endg, coloured by the traditiems of the people of that time.

The Scottish settlers who came to Lancaster after the Jacobite
Hebellion received & warm welcome from pipers, and in 1792, when
Colonel Gray entertained John Oraves Simcos, pipers in fine Highland
dress came out in boats to meet and pipe him ashore,

The earliest ﬁighlanﬂ Games recorded in the county were held in
Willismetown, sometime during October of 1858. O&Xlengarry athletes
competed in hammer-throwing, putting the stome and other fisld events.
There was a competition for prize poem and prize essay. The regls-
tration fee was twenty- five cents, and there was a special reduced
fare from Montreal to Lancaster on the Grand Trunk Railway. Admission
prices ranged from ten cents for children, to twenty-Tive cents for
adults. Ten cents extra was charged for carriages or persons on
horseback. MHen in highland dress were admitted free,

It has also been said that the members of the 52nd Glengarry

militia held some form of Highlend Games for the troops om Squaw

- Island, at the mouth of the Raisin River as early as 1B837.

The oldest kmown set of bagpipes in Olengarry were played in the

Battle of Waterloo (1815). After the war was over, the owner of the

pipes came to Stewart's Olen, When he returned to the British Isles,
; -
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he left his pipes behind with Little Don=ld Stewart. They were later
donated to the Dunvegen Museum by Donald Stewart's son,Alec D. Stewart
of Montreal.

In an era when #ravel was difficult snd people rarsly ventured
out of their own home community, O'Kanme Cameron stands out as an
erceptional piper whose talents were kmown throughout Glengarry and
neighbouring counties, He lived in Lochiel, although he and other
pipers held their wmeetinge in the hall in Greenfield, OQ'Kane Cameron
played at many weddings and fairs in the county, I there was a
gathering of Scottish settlers anywhere in the area, chances are that
he would ke a featured entertainer., One story tells of his employer
finding Camercn resting from his work in the garden. The employer
asked if he could have a smoke from O'Kane's pipe, so O'Kane pgave
it to him, Before téking a smoke, his employer took out & handker-
chief and wiped the stem clean, After he was Tinished, he returned
the pipe to Cameron, whe promptly broke of T the stem before putting
it in his mouth!

The exploits of other pipers in the 19th century are sketchy,
and it is sometimes hard to distinguish the fact from the fictionm,
Those who were pipers in this area include Kenny "the piper®
Mac Donald from Martintown, onme of the earliest known pipers in that
section of the county; Donald Mac Donald, who played at loecal gather-
ings in Glen Norman; and Donald A. Mac Lemman, who entertained at
Orange Walks in the Dalkeith area,

One of the earliest known pipers in the Lancaster ares was Dr.
¥alcolm Munrc, who coriginally came from Scotland. He was the village

=10~



blacksmith, then later became a veterinarian, Wnile still 4n the old
country he was 2 gold medalist at a world jamboree of piping, As a
young lad, the little finger of his left hand wae bitten by & fish,
c2using it to grow crocked, Thie, he maintained, allowed him to play
grace notes better than most other pipers. When he came to Glengarry,
he entertained at local events and ceremonies,

The description of a highland wedding in 1860 is perhaps the
best illustration of the form piping took in this ema ., The friends
cof the bride and groom, Catherine McGregor and Black Duncan MeGregor,
met at the bride's home west of Athol. After the ceremony was per-
formed by Heverend Deniel QGordon, and the wedding supper served, the
floor was cleared for dancing, Music for the reels was provided by
Allan (Cooper)McDomald, Duncan Robertson, and John RE. MacNaughtom,
who all tock turns playing the bagpipes. Even Heverend Gordon tried
his hand at them, and the dancing continued long into the wee hours
of the morning.

Alex Henry Mac Kenzie, 2 mative scn of Qlengarry, played for the
Frince of Wales in Vancouver at the turn of the century. Duncan
MeGregor, a talented piper from St, Elmo alse left this area for the
greenar pastures of British Cﬂlumhia.

Cne of the most colourful story-legends concerns the "Red® Piper
of flexandria, His name was Duncan Mac Donald, and he was a piper in
the British army serving in India., When he returned to his home in
Scotland, he found that his family had moved during the highland
clearances. He Tollowed them, fir:t to Australia and later to Canada,
After several months at sea, he 1onded at Black River, South Lancast-
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er, He made inquiries as to the location of his family and eventually
reached their home on the Glen Hobertson road at suppertime on evens
ing. He arrived at their doorstep playing the Scottieh Emigrants'
Lament "Loch Haber No More" opn his war pipes., There was many a party
to celebrate his return to friends and neighbours in the "New® Glen-
garry, In 1892, he met 2 tragic death, falling of f McFhee's Bridge
and drowning in the Delilsle River.

The Scottieh settlers lacked the orgeniZation and training of
pipers today. Playing by ear would be the mainstay of most pipers
of the firast decades of the 20th century, but would eventually change
to learning by neote. The impromptu piping at highland gatherings,
Orange Welks and weddings would also be modified as people's atti-
tudes to piping changed with time., The era of piping merely for
personal enjoyment was to disappear in the not - to - distant future,

as pipers emerged in organized fashion in the Twentieth Century.

el



1900 TO 1920

During the first two decades of the twentieth century much im-
provement in the field of corganized teaching and playing of the bag-
pipes took plﬂct':".

An insurance group, the Sons of Sﬂutlan-:l', spomsored the build-
ing of a community hall in MeCrimmon. It was begun in 1953; and had
its official opening on October 9, 1904, The hall was used for
community events, annual picnice, St, Andrew's night suppers and
concerts, It provided the Scottish settlers of the surrounding dis-
trict with 2 common meeting place. At least two membere of this
Sons of Scotland camp, Dunecan Neil Macleod and Peter McSweyn, played
bagpipes at the various gatherings.

The first teacher of bagpipe music in Glengarry may well have
been Meil MacVean. Originally, he had come from Scotland, where he
had a long history of distinguished service in Her Ma jesty, Queen
Victoria's forces; going on two campaigns to Egypt and India, with
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlenders, and seeing action in the Boer
War, Hie years spent in the British colonies were highlighted by
his being a Pipe Major in the Tasmanian army, the organizer of the
first Ladies' pipe band in Tasmania, & gold medalist piper in Ths-
manks , and guard of Honour for the Duke of Cormaught, Governor
General of Canada and third som of Queen Victoria.

Shortly after the turn of the centuny, he emigrated to Sudbury dur=
ing the mining rush. 3everal years later, he and his wife, who was
a highland dancer, moved to the Fourth of Kenyon in Glengarry, Here,
he taught for some years,

-]




hg

]

One of his pupils was Angus Duncan { Angus Katie } MacDonald of
Alexandria, who later suceeeded Mr, MacVean as the foremost bagpipe
instructor in the area.

Boy MacDonell of the Fourth of Kenycon learned to play the pipes
while still wery young from Mr, MacVean and he alsc learmed to dance
from Mrs, MacVean, BRoy went aleng as a dancer when the pipe band of
the 1shth want out recrulting scldiers in the first World wWar, When
Roy's pipes were destroyed in a fire years later, Mr, MacVean's
daughter presented Roy with her Tather's pipes.

One winter, William Truax of Monkland took lessons from Mr.
MacVean. At fourteen years of age, & respiratory disease had cost
William ons lung, His Tather felt that piping would be good exer-
cise for his remaining lung, so he bundled Willy up 2nd took him to
Greenfield by horse and cutter for lessons.

MacVean also taught Archie Hughie William ond Angus MacDorell of
Greenfield, and Duncan MacKimman of Alexandria, One pupil, Domald
Chisholm, come to take lessons in Greenfield, travelling from the
eighth concession in Corrmwall township.

From Lochiel township, two different families of MacDoralds kept
friends and neipghbours entertained in their respective corners of the
county. " TUisteamnn " MacDonald, with his sons Myles, Dan and Dopald
played both pipes and violins at highland gatherings in the rural
areas surrounding Alexendria,

Hughie " Big " Allan MacDonald was & farmer from Glen Sandfield,
An old man from Scotland, who brought his chanter and pipe music with
him to Canada, taught Hughlie Allan to play the bagpipes and the

=14



violin, Over the next years; Hughie Allan played at concerts given
by the Omelic Sooiety in Alexandria, and at socials, dances and
parties in Dalhousie, Glen Robertson and Glen Sandfield., He was
given a8 commemerative medal for playing " Welcome Royal Charlie *®
for the Prince of Wales in Alexandria,

One story tells of him staying &t & friendis home after a late
coneert, As he prepared to lie d.wn_, his hoest asked him if he was
lousy. A& very disgruntled Hughie replied, " Not yet, I'm notl] "

Some nights when he would be coming home late after playing at a
social the children would be leaninz out the windows, listening for
their father's pipes signalling his return. Although he learned to
play by note, he never taught his sons or daughters to play either
pipes or violin, He thought that if music was in them, they would
learn by themselves, All of them proved to musically ineclined, &8 he
had expected, &nd his son Johrmy Hughie played with the 59th, Duncan
with the Black Watch of Montreal, and Ambrose with the Brockville Rifle
Pipe Band,

Several men from Scottish settlements like Glen Sandfield, Kirk
HilI;. and Dalkeith were musically gifted and learned to play the bag-
pipes by ear, sinece no teacher was available:s These pipers included
Gilbert Brodie, " Black " Jack MacMillan of Glen E-&nﬂ!‘ielﬁ; and Willie
Dewar of Kirk Hill.

" Little " Archie MacKinnon was a carpenter from Dalkeith who
carried his plpes with him when he d4id work in the surrounding com-

- munities, He often played his pipes for the families he worked for,
after the work was done in the evenings., Oregor MacKinmon, originslly
=15=
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from Glsnmrr:,r; moved out West to Alberta in 1906 or 1907, He was
one of the firat white men in the area, and discovered the Indians
were very interested In his pipes. Murchison Maclennen, 2lso of
Dalkeith, took piping lessons and because he was & natural musician,
played piano as well. One summer, he played at seventeen scciels all
over Glengarry, from Dalkeith to Martintown, ;

Hugh Dewar of Olen Sendfield began his piping days in Glen@rr}r;
then moved to Ottawa where he played in the 2lst Battelion in 1913,
He later played in the 29%md Queen's University Band overseas,

Two locel musicians, who often accompanied pipsrs at Orange
Walks, were Daniel John and his son Fred MacGregor of Athol, Daniel
John played played the bass drum and his son lesrned to play the snare
drum a8t a very. young age.

Dorol® Mac MacIrmes of the Sixth of Kenyon, like some other
pipers in the county, played both pipes and bass drum. He often
played with the pipe btand from Stewart's Glen., He lster moved to
Kenora, where he attempted to form a pips band with some fellow pipers.

Az & teornfper, Donald W, MacLeod started to play the drum while
a member of the MeCrimmon Leyal Orange Lodge Mo, 771. He played the
fife, sccordion, piano, fiddle, and finslly the tagpipes. He picked
up tunes from his uncle, Fred Heil F. MeCrimmon, his cousin Jimmie
MeCrimmon, end Big Colin Campbell, He piped at weddings and Orange
Walks, The ride to concerts in horse and buggy was a rough one, but
Dormie often played his pipes alomg the way to liven up the journey.

In 1910, George Montgomery, who would later play an integral
part in piping with the 3.D,&G's, was ocut in Vancouver on a harvest
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axcursion, He met an old country Scotsman, Donald Mc Iver, who taught
him how to play the pipes, Later, Momtgomery went to the Klomdike
and worked for the Yukom (Gold Company. Shortly after his return to
Eastern (mtario, he enlisted with the 154th battalion at the outbreak
of the war,

Piping competitions were rare in those days, but one held in
plexandria during World War I sparked quite a controversy. The com-
petition was won by Joe Aikman, who was not from this area. The
dispute arose over the second place finish, It was awarded to Ernest
Momtgomery of Avormore, but it was the concersas of the audlence that
Alewandria's own Angus Katie MacDonmald should neve placed second.

Any history of piping without mention of the Stewarts of
Stewart's Glen would be incomplete. Stewart's Clen (near Dunvegan),
was & small settlement of inter-related families, They learned to
rlay the pipes by ear, or t#aught one another, The eldest piper was
known as Little Donald Stewart of *Donald Piper",2a farmer from the
Clen. He may have received some training from & Scottish piper who
spent & winter in his home. Johnny Alex Stewart, with his brother
Norman Lauchlin, owned 2 blacksmith shop in Dunvegan. He was Lo
become the Pipe Major of the 59th and later the 5,D& G's, and is
pernaps the best known piper to ever live in Glengarry. Whether he
was playing with the army bvand, helping cut the Munro Brothers of
Apple Hill, or leading his own geoup from Stewart's Glen, Johnny
klex was instrumental in keeping the piping alive over the years.
The other members of this group were Donald John Stewart, another

farmer from the Glen, "Red" Alex Stewart, whose uncle "Donald Piper®
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teught him to play and Murdoch John MacBae, Being of Scottish ancest-
ory, all spcke Gaelic as their mother tongue. Moest of them were farm=
ers, and their only excursions away from home were usually with the
tand., They entertained at local matherings: fairs, OUrangs Walks,
socials, weddings and concerts.

Notfield was the home of Jimmy John R, McHaughton, His family
ran & grist mill and the Post Office. He learmed to rlay the bag-
Pipes by ear at a very early age, but later learned to read and
write music and sometimes composed his own tunes. He made chanters
and violins ', Sometimes, he would buy silver spoons in Montresal, melt
them dewn, and make silver trimmings for his pipes and silver dirks.
He also fashioned brooches for leocal highland dancers' costumes,
Sometimes, he entertained by himself, but more often than not, he
would be joined by the Munros, or the pipers from Stewart's (Glen.

Alex MacRee of Maxville learmed to play the pipes from Fipe
Ma jor Domald Maclean of the Royal Highla.d Pipe Band of Momtreal,
who was visiting his femily's farm. One morning, shortly after Mac-
Lean had arrived, he and Alec took two milking stoole and sat under
an oak tres in a field, Here, Maclean procseded to teach Aley how to
play the chanter, By noon , Alex knew how to play "Cock of the North"
end by supper, he could play "Highland Laddie". A few nights later
on borrowed pipes and in a borrowed kilt, he played with Maclean at
the opening of the new Prestyterian church in Monkland. Ale¥'s father
sent %100,00 to Scotland for pipes on July 10th, 1908, and they arriv-
ed on December 8, 1908, Since no one around lmew how to tune them,
tlex played them as they were. Little wonder his mother and sister
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suggested he do KBis practicing in the barn! In the summer of 1909,
Johmny Alex Stewart and Murdoch John MacBRae came and tuned the pipes,
Johnny Alex Stewart and Murdoch MacHae organized a pipe band
with the S59th regiment in 1902, The band from Stewart's Glen formed

the nucleus of thls new band, which eventually brought Glengarry's
colourful assortment of pipers together. The Alexandria Company of
the 59th regiment was under the command of Coleonel A,G.F. MacDonald,
In 190%, the dress for the pipe band was authorized. They wore Clan
Henald kilts with white shell jackets, and Glengarry caps., That semne
year, the band played for King Edward in Kingston,

In 1910, the membars of the band were Pipe Major Jonnny Alex
Stewart, Murdoch John MacBae, " Little " Donald Stewart, " Red " Alex
Stewart, and Donald John Stewart, all of Stewart's (len; Pipe Sargent
Jimmy John B. McNaughton of Notfield; Angus Katie MacDonald of Alex-
andrisa and Alex MacBae of Maxville., The drummers were Tommy Oamble,
Bob Taylor and Bill Hunter, zll of Montresal. The band only played
gix tunes, Hiphland Laddie, Cock of the North, Barren Rocks of Aden,
Donald Coming Home from the War, Lord Lovat's Lament and the Qlengarry
Highlanders, They played at Petawawa army camp for two weeks, and, om
their return, played at the last fair held in Cormwall. 1In October,
of that year, they played for Sir Wilfred Laurier in Alexandria, Alex
MacRée recalls thils event accurately &s the first time he ever rode
in an auvtomobile., The band alsc spent & week playing for Sir Harry
Lauder in Cornwall, Montreal, Vankleek Hill, and Ottawa, The money

they earned went towards outfitting the band.

Summey camp in 1911 and 1912 was held in Barryfield near Kingston
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under Colomel A.G.F. MacDonald and Captain Gillis. The number of
pipers had mcraaasd; and new members included Angus Camercon, Donald
Chisholm, Duncan MacKinnon, Johnny Hughle MacDonald and Donald W,
Macleod, The drum corps had added Bill Campbell, Bill Sawyers and
Alex Gardiner from the 5th Royal Highlanders in Montreal., After
cAmp was over, the band played for lawn socials, Qld Boys! re-uninms;
an Orange Walk at Lost Biver, Quebec, a8nd Fall fairs at Crysler,
Vankleek Hill, Avonmore, Maxville and Williamstown,

Fipe Maior Johrmy Alex Stewart's favorite tune and the most
frequently played by the band was ® Cock of the North "; As a signal
to play it, he would turn to the band members and yell ® the Bird "%,
This was wvery confusing for new members, who had to wait until the
rest of the band played to find out what "the Bird" meant)

In 1913, the camp was situated in Pembroke; =nd in 1914, the
btand spent their time playing to recruit soldiers. They pleyed Tor
four months in the hall in Maxville, Donald John Kippen, a piper
from Haxville; and his brother Stanley, who played the drum, were
very active recruiting in Maxville throughout the War Years,

In 1915, the bend was disbanded, slthough some members became
part of the 154th regiment in Cormwall. Donald Chisholm, Murchison
Maclennan, and John MacKinnon of Dalkeith joined the 154th, The
regiment went on a walking tour of the county, through Alexandria,
Olen Eanﬂrield; Glen Robertson and other settlements, recruiting
soldiers., Pipe Major Tait, who ha@ served in the British Highland
Regiments, was placed in charge of the band. John McMartin, M.F.,

outfitted the Pipe Banﬁ, and Mr. A.M., Chisholm provided money for the
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purchese of sporrans, The unit was on petrol duty on the Cornwall
Capals system until 1916, when it went overseas. Once overseas, it
was dishanded and its members sent to other regiments, BSeveral mem-
bers distinguished themselves througn invaluable service to their
country.,

GE'DI‘é,'ﬂ Montgomery piped his regiment over Vimy Ridge, and served
in the fromt lines in Flanders Fields.

Archie MacDonell of Creenfield wae the ycungest piper in tha
Cansdign army when he enlisted in the 154th Begiment, Once overseas,
he was sent to the 2nd Battalion Capadian Expeditionary Force in
Frence, and later transferred to the 16th Battalion Canadian Scottish.
During one battle, he was playing his begpipes when his whole company
was wiped out, Undaunted, he continued to play, and the German company
surrendered to him, believing him to be part of & much larger forece.
He received the military medal awarded for bravery in battle of
Cambrai, October 1918,

The battalion that Duncan MacKinnon was assigned to was ordered
to advanee With 2 new weapon: the tank., A piper was needsd to lead
the troops into battle, but the one who veolunteered was killed by
enemy fire as scon as he stood on the tank. Duncan MacKimmomr then
climbed aboard the tank and led his battalion to enemy lines, Before
he was shot 2nd carried back behind the lines, Both he and his pipes
bore the secars of bullet-holes for many years {ollowing this incildent.

Donald W, HEH:.LBG& joined the pipe bard of the 42nd Regiment Black
! Hatnh; Canadian Expeditiomery Force in January, 1915. On June 10, <1915
the regiment and in particular his battalion over  a 1,080 strong,
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epbarked on the overseas journey for the battlefront from Montreal
Harbour. The march of over ten miles to the fromt line in Belglum
was & very difficult time for the pipers, as they were obliged to
play at intervals a2long the way, wh ile loaded down with & rifle, a
baynnet; a large pack, 120 rounds of ammunition and an army coat and
rubber sheet.. Firelly, the equipment was deposited in the back of a
traneport truck, and the pipers could play thelr marcnes, The pipe
band doubled &8s stretcher-bearers and took part in the battles of
Mt . Sorrel,the Somme, Vimy Ridge, Amiens and followed the retrest of
the Germen 8rmy. Domald W, Macleod marched into Mons wWith the plpe
band on November 11, 1918 - Armistice Day, Eventually, the regiment
demobilized and he returned home to Canada, where he joined the
Black Watch Pips Band in Montreal.

The two years left in the second decade of the 20th century
were highlighted by pipers playing at Victory Parades and Armistice
celebrations, The bagpipe had proved to be an effective instrument of
wart but in the next two decades it would prove to be & worthy instru-

ment of petce as it lifted the spirite of Glengarrians everywhere,
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J THE MUNBO FPIFE BAND

The Munro family of Munro's Mille were well nmown throughout the
pounty for their musical ability., Headed by thelr father, they used
1 to put on complete concerts arcund the area in places like Maxville

and Avenmeoros, Phillip Ross Munro and his eldest eon Sandy both
1 played the violins As well, Sandy and Willy another son played the
1 pipes: The girls played the pienc and the whole Tamily sang. One

special attraction was when Willy dressed as Harry Lauder and enter-
1 tained with Scottish scngs. The boys had t8ught themselves to play

the pipes and Hughie Donald, another brother was & snare drumomer,
__1 Since Johmny. the youngest had not learned ancther instrument he
1 was selected to play the bass drum, He used to borrow one from Pearl
Stewart { Mrs, Johm Arkinstall )} of Maxville but eventually he bougnht
a gaecemd hand one At & s2le at Dunbar, It was so large that he
pouldn't 1ift the drum, Even when his brothers cut it in hall the
drum wes still too large for Johnny to carry ity His friend Freddy
MacKirnmon would strap the drum on his back and Johmmy would march
behind beatin- on the big bass drum.

The brothers became the Munro Pipe Band of Apple Hill and travelled
to many faire and lawn socials in the area. When the family irst went
entertaining they travelled in a large Democrat wagon pulled by horses,
This was replaced by a truck fitted with seats in the back. The boys
sat in the back of the truck end scmetimes played as they travelled
" down the road. On long trips.an overnight ome, they rented a seven-
~ seater taxi from John Pilon o Maxville.

Ormstown, Huntington, Newington, Maxville, Riceville,
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— and Dundee were other places the family band played. On one occasion or
ayrother, they would ask extra players from outside the family.

George Stirling from Apple Hill was a frequent drummer while Johnny Alex
1 8nd Donzld Stewart and Jimmy John B. McNaughton {rom Domionville

were guest pipers.
._‘i An instanece of the influence of the pipes cccured when Sandy and

Johnmy were entert2ining at an Aryshire picnic in lancaster. They

T went to visit some people Sandy kmew and while there they were asked
J to play their pipes to entertain & very old ledy who wWaE seated on the
veranda hidden behind vines., The lady was lame and nadn't walked for
—J years, As the pipers played.she got so emctional and carried away

| 1 with the music that she stood up and walked to the edge of the veranda
where Sandy and Johnny were playing., Although we don't know whether
_J or not the ledy continued to walk, this story 11llustrates the stromg

{  ties the people of the are2 held in their hearts for Scotland and the
l_ deep affection for its music.

The Munre Pipe Band was temporarily suspended during W.W.1 when
Willy joined the 154th Regiment. He was ir the Forestry Battalion amd
4id not leave Canads. Hughie was &lso active in W.W.1. He was
gtationed in England and put in the Provost Corps with the army.
After the war the band was reactivated, playing at mény local events
and gatherings.

A new generation of Munro's grew up to fill the ranks, Both of
Sandy's sons Hughie and Allem were pipers. Willy's song ,Arnold and
0len became pipers while his other son Yallace learned the drums. With
the begirming of W.W,11,the band's activities were 2gzain suspended.
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Willy &nd his nephew Hughie joined the 5.D.&G. Highlanders Pipe Band,
Willy received a commemerative medal when he was chosen to be part of
2 small group of Canadians who played before King George VI and his
wife at Buckingham Palace on the Lord Mayor's Day, Hughie played in
the 5.4D.&G, reserve pipe band under the directicn of Pipe Major @eorge
Montgomery. He was killed in action while in Frence in 1944,

After the second war, the family 4id not perform together often as
a group. oeveral members hdwever.were active in the 3,D;&G. Highlanders
Pipe Band and then the Glengarry Fipe Band when 1t was formed. Today
Pipe Sargent Arnold Munro with the Glengerry Fipe Band carries on the
piping traditions of his family,

1920 TO 1545

The 15%28Ts found Glengarry still listening to many of the same
pipers as they had listened to in pre-war doys: the Stewarts of
Stewart's Glen, the Munros of Apple Hill, and the rem@ining members of
the now-defunct 59th Pipe Band;

In 1922, with the reorgenization of the militia, the Stormont,
Dundas and Glengerry Highlanders became officially recognized &s a
regiment. This was the first time the battalione wore the HE.EDU!‘EI!E
of Glengarry tartan, It wes a foregeone conclusion that Johnny Alex
Stewart, who had served ag Pipe Major of the 59th, would be Pipe Major
of the new regiment.

At the time of the presentation of the colours to the 5.D.&als,

. the pipe band, under the direction of Johmny Alex Stewart, had been

practicing for weeks to make it 2 grend show., The day finally dawned,
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tut when the band began to play, it wes not sweet music that came from
the ranks, but rather the most horrible noise ever heard in the three
United Counties! Johnny Alex turnmed to the band and uttered some
forgotten curse of the devils!

The Highlanders were the most active pipe band in the area.
Every fall, they went to Barriefield army camp to play for the soldiers.
The members of the band changed from year to year. Some of those
attending were Johnny Alex Stewart, " Bed " Alex Stewart, Donald John
Stewart, Murdoch John MacBRae, Angus Katie MacDonald, Angus Camerom,

Willie Munro, Jimmy John E. MacNaughtom, Edward Dewar of Glen Sand-

field, Lawrence MoGillvary and George Montgomery of Cornwall, Donald

Chisholm of Cormwell Township, and Willy Truwax of Monkland.

One day at Barriefield camp, & piper laid his pipes down on &
hill, The pipes had just been seasoned with honey., Later, while he
was playing, ants started coming out of every hole in the pipes. The
ripes had been laid on an anthill]

As always, there were soclals to play at, Scotsmen to entertain,
and gatherings to attend. The Orange Lodpe was active, and Orangemen
everywhere gathered to celebrate the glorious Twelfth at Qlen Sand-
field in 1925.: About 3,500 wvisitors from the surrcunding areas of
Riceville, Vankleek Hill, Vars, Dunvegan, Maxville, Pine Grove, and
others congregated to join in the festivities, which included speeches,
highland dancing, and, of course, pipe music.

The circumstances surrounding the purchase of bagpipes, or the

. history of the pipes themselves are often both unusual and interesting,
Murdech John MacRaelg pipes were made especially for the New York
=26



World's Fair in 1895, They were intricately designed and silver
mounted. Many pipers sent money to Scotland to buy a set, like Mur-
chison Maclemnan, who bought his for 35 dollars in 1906, Duncan Mac-
Kirnon found his pipes in & Montreal pawn shop, He convinced the own-
er that they were worthless and bought a beautiful, silver mounted
set for five dollars. 1In the 1920's, Donald Angus Fletcher, who lived
east of Dunvegan, bought his pipes at the C.W.Lindsay store in Ottawa
for 52 dollars, They were mounted in ivory and Germen §llver. He
gtill plays ' them today in & London-based band.

Some pipers hed pipes of more sentimental than wonitary valus.
Deneld W. Macleod sent his first set of pipes away to Hendersom's in
Glasgow to have the dropmes replaced. This set was very expensive.
At BEbout the same time, he was given his army pipes because of his
service during the war. He then sold his first set to "Red" jAlex
Stewart whenthey were repaired, because his army set, while not as
expensive, meant much more to him. He had dragged them from trench
to trench and played in many battles during World War I, so he found
he was unable to part with them.

Some of the other pipers in the area were Dr. J.T.Hope, who
served as a judge of piping at Alexandria Agricultural Fair; Al
Robarts of Eamers Cormers, MacDonald MacMNeil of Martintown and Norman
Neil MeIntosh of Lochiel. They didn't belong to any one band, but
often played with fellow pipers at events in the '20's and '30's.
James Angus McCrimmon, known as Johmmy Penny, came from Caledonie
township on the Olengarry-Prescott border. After his farm work was
done, he would go to his room &nd practice on his chanter. He often
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played for neighbouring families.

In the last years of the 1920's and 1930's, Angus Katie's pupils
come to the limelight, His pupils included Peter and Douglas MacMillan
and Lawrence Cameron of Lochiel, Bill Maclecod of Laggen, Angus Cameron
of ilewandria, and Feter Donald MacImnnes and Peter Norman MaclImnes of
the &th of Kenyon,

tngus Katie MacDonald was @ seventh genmeratiom piper, whose fam=-
11y had been the bast-lmown pipere in the Alexandria area, He hed
bought his pipes from & Mr, MacLerman and they were a unique set, be-
ing mounted in ivory with the drones carved from black ebony, He
played in all three area bends: the 5%th, the 154th, and the 5.D. &G

Highlanders, He was loocked upon &s eme of the best pipers (lengarry

has ever known.

Angus Cameron, & piper of note in the area, Tirst lived in
Alexendria, and then later moved to Cormwall. He played with the
Black Watch in Mentreal before settling in Kirkland Lake.

Peter Norman MacInmes was teaching school in the area, when
Douglas MacMillan of Lochiel, & pupll of Angus Hatie, suggested that
he take piping lessons, Being a rnatural mueician, he learned quickly,
and was soon playing his bagpipes at local socials and Orangs Walks.
His piping in the county was not extensive &5 he moved to Kirkland
Iake. He continued his piping in that regiom.

Peter Donald MadInnes remembers the first time he heard the
pipes:"Little" Archie MacKinnon was doing some carpentry work at his
- home and had brought his pipes with him, Peter was soon taking lessons
from Angus Katie on a set of pipes purchased Trom Edward Dewar of
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Glen Sandfield. He spent nineteen years playing with the S5.D.&G.'s at
the many gatherings,socials and most of all, army camps. He was one
of Glengarry's most dedicated pipers, and was instrumental in the
organizing of the first Highland Games in 1948,

Peter D, MacImmes, Hoy MacDonell, Donald Hippen and John Mac-
Kivmon formed 2 swm2ll pipe band in Greenfleld, They played at fire-
fighters! parades, at socials, all day long picnieca in Lochiel and
Glen Mevis, and picked fno five dollars & night playing for politiecal
rallies.,

Saturday night was box lacrogsse night in Alexandria and the
Greanfield banpd, lead by Angus Katie snd accompenied by Angus Cam-
eron and bass drummer Paulie Lauzom, often entertained the crowds
that sometimes exceeded 1,500 in number. In the winter, they played
fer hockey pgames. They became known 2s"the Highland Socisty of Alex-
andria®, and for & time were very popular in the area, 0Other pupils
of Angus Katie,plus Johnny Alex Stewart and the Stewart's Glen Pipers
frequently joined them., The band played for the arrival of the King
agnd Queen in Alexandria. The Sueen asked the band to come closer
after they had rlayed but they rem2ined frozen in their tracks.

Dunvegan, alweye a2 hub for Scottish muslcal events, had its
pipers from Stewart's Glen, In additiomn, Donald Angus Fletcher play-
ed the pipes and his brother John played the drums. In the Finch area
Scottish Canadians were entertained by a band composed of W.S5. Suther-
land , Mr. Matisse, WMr. Carruthers, and Mr. Murphy.

The reserve army arranged 8 yearly trip to Banff for the "High-
land Gathering and Scottish Music Festival®, sponsored by the Cale-
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domia Society. The representative was selected at the Alexandria
Fair, uswvally according to their seniority in the 5,D & G's regiment.
Jimmy John R. McNaughton, Johnny Alex Stewart, Angus Camercn, and
Angue Katie MacDonald all attended the Festival when their year came.
The year that Peter D, MacThnes was selected to attend was in the
heart of the Depression, s0 the regiment could not afford to send him,
Steve MacKirnmon, who would later teach piping in Maxville, attended
the Festival representing Montreasl's CHNRE bénd., One year, Beverend
Charles Gordon {(author Halph Commor), also from Glengarry, preached

a sarvice at the Devil's Cauldrom during 1930's Festival.

Neil MacTean, who had judged both dancing and piping 8t many
Caledonia Society gatherings, highland games and at Alexandria Fair
in 1931, was asked to judge in Banff in 1933. Unfortunately, he had
just had a2 cerebral hemorrége which left him paralyzed and unable to
attend. He died two vears later in 1935.

George Montgomery re-enlisted with the 5,D & G's in 1932, and in
1936, he'succeeded Johrmy Alex Stewart a&s Fipe Major. That same year,
he travelled to Europe &s a member of the Canadian Coaposite Pipe Band,
and played the plpes &t the unveiling of the War Memorial at Vimy Ridge
in France on August 4th, Before he had arrived in France, he was a
guest at Buckingham Palace for & reception held by the Duke and Duchess
of Gloucester on July 2%9th. He taught bagpipe lessons throughout the
1930%'s, and hies first pupil was RBay Fim of Cornwall.

| The Depression forced the pipe band to abandon many planned trips
to Scottish events in New York state and in other areas, They attended
Barriefield army camp every year, although Commaught Banges in Ottawa
YO
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‘ wag used in the late '30's. The events that pipers played at in the
1930's are too numercus to mention them all, These are some of the
highlights,

On Monday, February 3rd, 1930, the Highland Society of GlengArry

- pregsented & Burnms night in Alexander Hall in Alexandria, It was a

celabration of the 17lst ammiversary of the birth of Robert Burms.

It was highlighted by & Grénd March of pipers Angus D.(Katie) Mac

Donald, Johnny Alex Stewart, Peter D, MacIrmes, Donald Kippen and Roy

MacDonell, and drummers Paulie Lauzon and John MacKirmon,

- Also in 1930, a8 oairn was erected &t St, Baphaels in honor of the

y firet Bishop Macdonell of Upper Canads to celebrate its 100th ammivere-

| ary. Colonel A.J, Gillie directed the pipe band composed of Roy Mac

Donell, Demald Kippen, Peter D, MacInnes, Angus Katie MacDonald and

John MacKimmon on drums.,

Centennial Week in 1934, in Cornwall was celebrated by a week of
parades and concerts. Jimmy John B, McNaughton served as Pipe Major
'!’ of 8 band that included George Montgomery, Ray Firm, Lawrence and John

McGillvary, Jack Molaren, Bill Atterbury, Len "Spots" Bargeron and
1 Joe Summerville of Cornwall, These pipers were ably supportad by
Willy Truax, Willie Munro, and the Highland Socliety regulars: Angus
Katie, Angus Camercn, Peter D, Mac Innes and Donald Kippen..

1 Roy MacDonell was not present because that was the week he married
Lenore Woods of St. Andrews. The 5,D & G Highlanders played at his
wedding, piping from the top of the hill leading into St. Andrews, -

* Their carefully selected music included "Highland Iaddie® and "Mc

Donald's awa' to the War®,
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In 1935, clans from many centres gathered at Williamstown to
attend the C2ledonisa Games., The games were & huge success, wWith a
generous amount of piping and dencing competitions.

All too scon, the laughter and good times of the '20's and '30's
faded away, and Canada plunged into yet ancther Werld War, This time,
Glengarry was well represented by their regiment: The 5,D & G High-
landers.

The pipe band of the 3,D & G's was origzinally placed under the

il el el

commeand of Pipe Major Jimmy Douglas, & piper from the Old Country.
He, however, d4id not go overseas. Lawrence McGillvary of Cornwall tock
the bend oversess to England. Bert Sutherland of Cornwall also served

&8 Pips Major, There were few QGlengarrians in the band, Willie Munro

R

and Hughie Munro of Apple Hill being the only ones in 1941, when they
won the Antigomish Trothy.

In 1944, the pipes were silent, as the regiment hung on to the
village of Hubert Feclie; in the corridor south of Caen in Prance. The
= pipere wera unable to play becavse the soldiers couldn't hear the
whine of the shells and mortars in time to duck., The pipers were
under the coamand of FPipe MaJor Bob Wishart of British Columbia, and
they included Joe Summerville of Cornwall and Bill Dewar of Lancaster,
.l Hugh Munro of Apple Hill was later killed in action,

Two Glengarry pipers, Duncan MacDonald and Eoddie McLean played
Wwith the Black Watch overseas in World War II, Duncan (Duncie Picket)
MacDonald took lessons in the Army School of Piping in Scotland from
Fipe Major Willie Ross, He was chosen to play before the Cueen,

Angus Katie and Angus Cameron also played with the Black Wetch for a
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short time. Donald Angus Fletcher was & member of the RCAF pipe band
during YWorld War 1II,

4t the end of the war, piping reached a low point in Glengarry.
The best known pipers were no longer young; and many had moved away to
other areas during the turmeoll of the war yeare, The time was ripe
for a new era in piping; 2 new genergation of pipers to carry on the

traditions of their forefathers,

15hs5 TO 1975

During the yesrs between 1545 and 1975, the pleaying of the bag-
pipes was greatly revived, spreading throughout the Glengarry area,
This era also marked the birth of the Glengarry Highland Games in 1948
and later the Glengarry Pipe Band and the GQlengarry School of Piping
and Drumming.

In 1950, one of Glengarry's most well-known pipers, Johmmy Alex
Stewart, died. An impressive tribute was paid to him at tha fourth
annual Highland Games. While the vast assemblaige observed silence, the
band of the 48th Highlanders played the lament "Flowers of the Forest"
in his memory. Pipe Major Stewart had served with the 5,D & G High-
landers for more than fifty years, during 36 years of which he was
Pipe Major. A poem composed in his honor appeared in the Glenpgarry
News ,July 29th, 1951:

In & march, strathspey or real

he hath made hearers feel

the pounding of surf on Scotland's shore

or the echoes in the hills

or the laughter of the rills
In that dear land they would see no more
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he had piped them to thelr pley

when their youthful hearts were gay

he had piped them when their grieving hearts were sore

See them pather around

on this hallowed ground

gie their loving friend a well deserv’ed prayer

DM

The number of Glengarry pipsrs did not dlminish; instesad they
flourished, under the direction of instructors like Steve MacKinnon,
Mec Acheson, Sandy Boyd, George Montgomery and Commie Kippen Elomey,
who taught many young people in the Kirk Hill, Maxville, Alexandrig,
and Cormwall areas,

Steve MacKinmon Trom Montreal, was pipe major of the CNR Fipe
band. At a Glengarry Ball in Montreal he introduced himselfl to the
two guest fipera Peter Mac Irmes and Johmmy Alex Stewart, A lasting
friendehip began which resulted in Mr, MacKinnon coming to (lengarry
on weekends for almost Tive years to teach piping at the Maxville
Commumity Hell and Alexandris Armouries, In addition, in 1942-43
Colonel Frenklin commanding officer of the 5,D & O regiment started
classee in Alexandria High School. About tem ctudents attended.

The following excerpt menticning Mr. MecKimmon is teken from the

Storment, Dumdas and Glengarry Highlanders, page 304

",..the Council donated during the yesrs 1942-44 about £3,500
towards obtaining an instructor and equipment to train
young pipers in the Cormwall end Maxville area. Thirteen
sets of bagpipes, 30 practice chanters, instructional
books, music, etc., were sccured and the project was put
in the capable hands of Pipe Major Stephen HacKinnom
(CNE Band, Montreal). He was assisted by piper Peter Nac
Innes of the Regiment. Some twenty fully trained plipers
were developed; including Miss Comnie Kippen of Maxzville,
now poseibly the best lady piper in North America,........"

Mic Acheec? wes formerly from Asbestos, Guebec where he had played
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in 8 pipe bend., He retired to the Dalkeith area where he gave piping

lesscne free of charge. His group of pupils Played at local socials

end svents, Mac was also kmown to tutor area youngsters in mathematics,

a2s well as piping!

George Montgomery was pipe major of the Sstorment, Dundss and
Glengarry Highlanders Fipe Band for thirteen years, He alese played
with the Brench 297 Hoyal Canadian Legion Pipe Band and taught the
Fipes to youngsters for over forty years, In 1957, Mr. Montgomery
rlayed at the Cornwall Armouries to welcome John Diefenbaker. He was
2 regular entertaiper at dance recitals held by the Dixon School of
Dancing, competitons at the Glengarry Highland Games, socials and the
Glen-Stor-Dun Lodge. His niece, Mrs. Evelyn Machee said that " every-
where he went he took the pipes in the back of the car,®

Three of Steve MadKimon's senior pupils were Conmie Kippen and
Herbert Ferguson of Maxville and Beverly Campbell of Dunvegzan, They
competed tozether at most of the highland gemes in Ontario. All three
of them were usuelly award winners wherever they competed- Montr=al,
Torento, Boston, Fergus, Syracuse, Embro and later Maxville, Connie,
in particular , became known for her piping ability, and Glengarry's
mest famous highland lass earned the reputation of being one of the
very beagt la2dy pipers in North America.

Throughcut history the MacCrimmons were the hereditoary pipers to
the Meclecd Chiefs. Robert MeCrimmon, who had learned his piping from
Aangus Katie MacDomald, relived this tradition when he played for Deme
Flora Mecleod when she visited Glengarry county, Bobby now plays with
the Clan MacFarlane Pip= Band, of St,.Catherines Ont,.,winners of the
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North American Championships and the Champions Supreme Shield,

In 1970 & new program was implemented by the 5.D.&80. County
Board of Education which made the high schoecls in Glengarry the first
in the previnece znd probably the country to offer piping as part of
school's currdculum,. Pipe Major J.T. MacKenzie was hired by the
board to be instructor. His long piping experience as a professicmal
player and instructor mede him the ideal choice,

Pipe Major MacKenzie had previcusly geaduated from the Army
School of Piping in Edinburgh Scotland to become the Pipe Major of
the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards. Piping has been his whole life and
he played before the “ueen as well =28 with the British forces in
Europe aﬁﬂ Egypt during W,W.II. He also played in Maleya during the
communist inswrections. He came to Canade to become the Pipe Major of
the B.C,:.F. Fipe Band Eockeliffe.. He was at this time the head of
the piping for the entire Canadilan forees, FPipe Major MacKenzie
became the Chief Instructor of the Glengarry Schoel of Piping and
Drumming when it w2e corganized in 1967, and on his retirement from
the H,C,A.F. he 8nd his family settled in Maxville, In 1970 he began
a naw career as & school teacher, tecching in Glengarry District High
School Alexandria, Char-Lan High Schocl, Williamstown, and Maxville
High School, Maxville, When Maxville High School closed in 1974, Pipe
Ma jor MacKenzie moved to the new school Tagwi, neer Avonmors with his
students, He 2lso teaches in Laggan Public School and he conducts
nizht school classes in Vankleek Hill sponsored by the Prescott- Bussll

County Board of Educatiom,
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THE GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES
Hark The Pipes Are Calling

Hark, the pipes are calling,
Echoes of ﬁistmr? falling,

Far from the Highlands falling

Over Maxville today.

Hark the pipes are calling,

Over the fair ground falling,

Spirit of Scﬂt%and falling

Over Maxville today.

Hark, the pipes are calling,
Hundreds of pipers calling,

March, reel, and strathspey calling,
To Maxville, awzy.

Anonymous

CIAD MILE FAILTHE ! A hundred thousand welcomes! That's the
greeting that welcomes each of the thousands of visitors to Maxville
every Highland Cames day.

The first highland games held on July 31st, 1948 were billed as
a revival of the eolourful Calendonian games held in the county in an
earlier era.

The idea came when Peter MacInnes was attending the Embro High=-
land games.in 1947. Here was an arez with not half the Secottish
heritage and background that Glengarry had, staging a successful
Highland Games. Think what Glengarrians could do with Scottish blood
flowing so thickly in their veins!

Mr. W. A. MacFherson of St. Thomas provided the practical
organization and the Kenyon Agricultural Society agreed to be co=
sponsors with the Maxville Chamber of Commerce,

Headed by Peter MacInnes as President and Major Angus McDonald,
chairman, a group was formed with members J, D, MacRae, Secretary;

=37 =
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Fatrick J. Ryan, Assistant to secretary: Osie Villeneuve, Crounds
Committee: Rev. Ns F. Sharkey and Dr. D. M. Gamble, Sports; is S.
MacDonald and Archibald MacDougald, Trophies; E. A. MacDonald, Adver—
tising and C. L. MacGregor, Membership and Decorating. The committee
did their homework well and a tremendous crowd of around 20,000 people
descended on the vwillage to hear the first games opensd by the Prime
Minister W. L. MacKenzie King.
The games hosted eight pipe bands that first year. They were:
1) S.D.4G. Highlanders
2) Argyle and Sutherland Regiment of Hamilton
3) Argyle Veterans, Hamilton
L4} Black Watch, Montreal
5) Brockville Rifles Band
6} Cameron Highlanders, Ottawa
7) General Motors Highland Band, Oshawa
t) John McMartin Legion Band, Cornwall
Eight bands was an enormous number and en masse, 2 spectacular
sight to see in 1948. But now the piping revival has spread across the
continent as evidenced by the 41 pipe bands at the 1975 Highland Games.
Throughout the years , the crowds have remained faithful, many of
them first time visitors to such a Scottish spectacular but there are
many others who attend each year without fail. These faithful followers
are one of the reasons the games is such 2 success. Although the
erganizers have been extremely blessed with good weather, in 1954 and
1974 there were downpours. But rain didn't dampen the spirit of the
thousands who attended anyway, and so the games were a success despite

the weather.
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In its relatively long history there have been certain traditions
observed at the games. The massed display of pipe bands is one of the
most colourful and impressive ones. Each year since their beginning,
the games have been officially opened by a well-known honoured guest.
The Hon. John G. Diefenbaker is the only person to hold the distinecticon
of having opened the gathering twice, in 1957 and in 19%5. Since
their formation in 1961, the Glengarry Pipe 3and based in Maxville
has performed as duty band every year.

Although some things remain the =same, improvements are constantly
teing made. In 1961, the Grade A band competition was known as the
Canzadian Pipe Band Championship, but the following year the title was
extended to the North American PFipe Band Championships. This is the
srestigious title that is played for each year by the inereasing
number of competent Grode 1 bands. The 1975 winners, Clan McFarlane
Fipe Band from S5t. Catherines won the HeDennld tronhy, symbolic of the
Championship title and in addition took home the top prize money of
ocne thousand dellars. A far cry from the two hundred dollars the
Argyle Vets received when they won the March, Strathspey and Reel
contest in 1548,

The Glengarry Highland Games has a history of success and contimuing
improvements and without a doubt there will be many more years of
vipes at Maxville. The vision of a few men in 1948 has grown into one
of the largest and most renowned highland gatherings in North ‘merica.

An inovation in 1963 was the pre-games concert held the Friday
evening before the Big Day. The shows have slways reflected a variety

2f v-=ried talents and guest bands.

=30



Featured Entertainers At The Pre-Games Concert
P 1963 = All girls Sprigs 0'Heather Band, Moose Jaw, Sask.
1964 = A1l girl Ceildh Pipe Band, New Clasgow, N. 3.

1965 = All girl Sgrifs O'Heather Band, Moose Jaw, Sask,
=MacDougall Girls' Band, New Vietoria, Cape Breton Island

1966 = Knightswood Community Association Juvenile Pipe Band and
Scottish Country Dancers, Glasgow, Scotland

19567 - Woodstock Fipe Band,
¢ = Kiwanis Boys Pipe Band, Vancouver, E. C,

1968 - History of Fipes featurinﬁlﬁuly Family Defenders Bugle and
Drum Band, Rockland, Mass.
= Glengarry Pipe Band, Maxville, Ont.
~ Rockeliffe Fipe Band, Ottawa, Ont.
= Canadian Gu-rds Band, Cap Petawawa, ont.

1665 = Eniﬁhtswuod Community Pipe Band and Scottish dancers
and singers, Glasgow, Scotland

1970 = Military Tattoo,Fort Henry Guard, Kingston
-~ Fraser Highlanders, la compagnie Franche de la Marine, Montreal
= Glengarry Pipe Band, Maxville

1971 = Governor General's Foot Guards, Ottawa
= Canadian Grenadier Guards, Montresal
= Glengarry Fipe Band, Maxville

1972 = Glengarry Concert Party

tngus MacKinnon and his Scots Canadians
Glengarry Pi=e Band, Maxville

1973
1974 - Donny Gilchrist and his Canadians
Glengarry Pipe Band and Concert FParty
= Sylvester MacDonald and the Clansmen, Cornwall, Ont.

—b

1575 = Glengarry Pipe Band and Concert Party
Sylvester MacDonald and the Clansmen, Cornwell, Ont.

Glengarry Games 1957 by Douglas Stewart

It all begins in the very early morning.
Through tﬁe Summer light a sound is rising.
Turni to the window on first waking

I think it is bees in the garden swarming
Or cicadas ringing in the trees.

’ ind then remembering with pleasure where I am
I know with wonder what it is this strange sound
b0
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Muted by distance into a single harmony.

How stirring the rant of many pipes playing different tunes

Clashing together in an onslaught of melodies.
From the hazy fields on the edge of town

They keep a continual swarming hum

A cheerful din in the early morning sun

In the open window where I dress for the day.

Through the village streets in plaid and ribbons
People are walking the way of the droning pipes.
With every block the sound grows louder

Out of the great hum single melodies emerging
And then on a sudden turning

The field before you in the wide sunlight

And the people coming in

In all the famous colours of their clans

Now nearer see them striding, leaning, dancing
Hear them piping, talking, singing

In their own way in their own colours living
Clan Cameron, Clan MacCrimmon, Clan Ranald

The MacGregors, the MacDonalds and the Frasers
Buchanan, Menzies, Grant, MacRae, MacKenzie

The redhaired and the blackhaired

slender and broad bending the Summer grass down.
Hear there the Strathspey, Rant and Fibroch
Skirling shrill from the chanter

Like raucous sparrows against the mellow drone
Marshalling the mighty ranks of the tartan army
wuickening the sword-dance and the Flings.

Look the flaunt of the young women's longswinging hair
Lithe legs leaping the silver swords.

See the stride of the pipers in column

The bright plaids swinging

On waists and shoulders bred from the settlers

Bare arms tanned from the harvest fields.

Jee the big men bending to the caber

Stripped to the waistnﬁéfnr& the outstretched log.

See people happy in the doing of ancient pastimes

All day through fields their great-grandfathers cleared
A5 the music drifts to the green edge of the forest
That circles these clearin%s today

That remember the broadaxe's ring

From the stillness of the same fields and forests.

A hundred years from now

O may these many-coloured plaids be gleaming
These plaintive tunes of Scotland stirring
Hearts of Canada not vet beating.

For this music has gracenotes whose meanings are hid
Far beyond the overtones your sences can reach
In the warm air this day in Glgﬂﬁfrry.
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THE GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES 1948-1975

FRESIDENT :
19LB=FPater MacInnes L

1949-D. Stewart MacIntosh *+
1950-Clarence L. MacGregor 2
1951-Ken Barton o

1552-Donald D.MacKinnon ﬁF

1953=Hubert Quart ;
1955=John Jamieson

1955=John Jamieson _}j"

1956-John Jamieson 9

1957-D. M. MacRae )i

1953-{]. Ht Machae ;¢

1959-Cecil MacRae 4.
| 2

1960-Cecil MacRae
1961-Dr. D.M. Gamble |%

1962-Dr. D. M. Gamble |95
1263=kmn. R4 MacEwen Jé*

1964=Wn. R. Mac BEwen |V
1965-Leslie Clark ¥

OFFICIALLY OPENED 3Y:

Mt. Hon. W.L.MacKenzie King
Frime Minister of Canada

I.I. - Gﬂlr l“:lrjl Fl*&hklin,H-ﬂ- ,V-Dl
Hon. Leslie Miseampball Frost

Rt. Hon. James Garfield Gardiner,
B.A«ay L.L.D.,Federal Minlster of
Agrieculture

Premier Angus L. MacDonald of
Nova Scotia

John Fisher

Ont., Hydro Chairman Rebert H, Saunders

Miss Canada 1954, Barbara Markham

Grand Chief Dave Grundie, Sons of
Scotland, Montreal.

Elmer Ferguson, Sports Columnist,
Montreal YHersld.

Rt. Hon. John G. Diefenbaker
Frime Minister of Canada.

Grant Campbell (Conservative M.P.
for Stormont)

Welde MacPherson (editor of Nirner and
Dancer), 5t. Thomas.

J. King Corden (son of Ralph Connor)

Dame Flora MacLeod (chief of Clan
MacLeod )

General Sir Gordon MacMillan, Chief
of Clan MacMillanh.

Rt. !llon. Lester B. Pearson
Prime Minister of Canada.

Angus Hs McDonell, Games Chairman.
Mrs. Kathleen Whitton Ryan.
-l P
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1956-Leslie Clark 11 Mr. T. C. Douglas, M.F.

1967-Hugh Smith 10 Fiss Kathy MacEwen, Maxville Cen-
tennial Queen.

1958-Hugh Smith < | Hon. Robert Stanfield.

1960-Red MacLennan 1 % David lMacDonald Stewart, President of
MacDorald Tobacco Inc., Montreal.

1970-Hod Maclennan i G.B. Alexander Hutchison, President of
St. Andrews Society of Montreal.

1971-Walter Blaney oY Geo. Macliillan, son of Sir Gorden
MacMillan, chief of Clan MacMillan.

1972-Walter Blaney 4% Geo. J. McIlraith, P.G., 2.C.

1973-Gary Smith b S Jean Beliveau

197, =Gary Smith 27 Justice Henneth Charles MacKay,
Montreal.

1575~Donald E. MacMaster a5 Hon. John Diefenbaker.

1G7L Kool E Mae Insefin %ﬂ.&imM?tﬂf-? e Nt

NIGHT PIFES IN MAXIVILLE by Douglas Stewart

Across dark roofs I hear the pipes

From night encampments on the festival field
Where pipers pace slow circles of sound
Around fires that flame half-faces bronze.
Sounds that drift the dark air so strange
And wild with the memory of mountains

Qf

ancient wars on misty plains

clan gatherings on solstice mornings

lonely laments along a twilight loch
illuminated castles and night departures to the sea
the clearances and families leaving the glens
emigrants, ships and deserted crofts
banishment and rebels' death

skirling battle notes that change

Plaintive pibroch in the fading light
marriages and feasts

leaving home of never more returning

the graveside's quiet yearning

all things familiar to the Highland heart

The pipes can say it fairer far than words
Though born of the same heart's burning.

=43~
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1949 =
1950 =
1951 -
1952 -
1953 =
1954 -
1955 =
1956 =
1957 =
1958 =
1958 =
1560 =
1961 =
1962 -
1963 =
1954 =
1965 -
1966 =
1967 -
1968 -
1969 -
1970 -
1971 -
1972=75

WINHERS OF THE GRADE ONE COMPETITION (1948-1975)
Argyle Vets, Hamilton,

L8th Highlanders of Canada, Toronto,

CeN.R. Band, Montreal

C.N.R. Band, Montreal.

CeN.R. Band, Montreal.

C.N.R. Band, Montreal.

LBth Highlanders of Canada, Toronto.

401 RCAF Pipe Band, Montreal.

L3th Highlanders of Canada, Toronto.

401 RCAF Fipe Band, Montreal.

48th Highlanders of Canada, Toronto.

Caber Feidh Pipe Band, Toronto.

Caber Feldh Fipe Band, Toronto.

Worcester Kilties Pipe Band, Worecester, Mass,
Worcester Kilties Pipe Band, Worcester, Mass.
Worcester Kilties Pipe Band, Worcester, Mass.
City of Toronto, Toronto.

Worcester Kilties Pipe Band, Worcester, Mass.
City of Toronte, Toronto,

City of Toronte, Teronto.

Clan Mac Farlane, 5t. Catherines.

Clan Mac Farlane, 5t. Catherines.

Clan Mac Farlane, St. Catherines.

Worcester Kilties Pipe Band, Worcester, Mass.

= Clan Mac Farlane, 5t. Catherines,
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THE GLENGAREY FPIPE BAND

The Glengarry Pipe Band is the only exsisting pipe band in
Glemgarry county today, Unlike many small town bands, it has pgrown
into & huge ormnizétion with methods of replenishing its ranks,
putting on cfmmrtﬂ; runming tours and competitions: all this without
a Tinancial sponsor: The Glengarry Pipe Band is widely known as far
ee concerte go, but it has also achieved a hich standard of pleying
excellence evidenced by the fact that the Glengarry Pipe Band is at
present the Cemedian Open OGrade 4 Champions, the Intercontinental
Grade 4 Champione, &8 well as tying for the North American Grods &4
Championshipe, The band has travelled to the distant shores of Scot-
land twice, It has played all over Ontaric =2nd in Auebsc, as wall as
going south to the United States,

Two Scotsmen, and many more Scottish Canadizns conbrol the band
in Maxville, where practices are held every Saturday. Pipe Major J.T.
MacKenzie of the Scots Guards and Royal Canadian Air Force Pipe Bands
takes care of instrueting the bapd, while Pipe Hajor David Danskin,
also of the Boyal Canadian Alr Force Pipe Band is the Pipe M2 jor of
the band. Drum Major John Kerr formerly of the RBoyal Scots, Shotts
and Dykehead, General Motors and Heoyal Canadian Air Force Pipe Bands
helps by teaching the drum corps of the band. Jim Maclecd of the
R.C.A.7. Pipe Band teaches the beginners in the drumming school. Pipe
Major Ken MacDonald a champlon bass drummer as well as a good piper
locks after the besg and tenor drum instruction. FPips Malor HacDonald
is the Pipe Major of the Camp Argyle Pipe Band in Ottawa and he was

Tformerly of the R.C.A.F.

olf 5
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Because the first Highland Gemes was such & success in 1948, there
was 8 suggestion that there should be an area band to complement the
Games, The Gemes committee in 1961 asked the Clar Macleod if they
vwould organize a band., John D, Macleod, also known as Big John, had
recently maved from Toronto where he hoad been the bass drummer in the
Toronto Irish Pipe Band, became the President of the new group. John
Jamieson was the first secretary and Bae Ferguson was the firat bass
drummer of the Glengarry Pipe Band. There werse 35 membere in the
original band, The next step was & camplign orgenized to roise money
for uniforme. The totel amount of money needed for the uniforms at
that time was 6,000 dollars., Oordon Kippen was the bend's first pipe
mEjﬂr-._ In 1963 it wag decided to form a gil.zlc-lanr bend under the direction
of Cormie Blaney, In 1964, they entered competiton 2t Maxville and
won after beating 2 strongly favoured bend from Moose Jaw Sasketchewan,
Although the bend was relatively successful, it still lacked = success-
ful system of recruitment., In 1967 Morlin Campbell suceeded John
Mecleod as President of the bend and he beg2n his term of office by
neading & movement to start a school of piping and drumming instructiom,
The purpoee of the echocl would be.to provide expert instructicon in
the art of piping and drummling and thus insure & strong well-trained
bend for the future,

The Bend made embitious plans to tour Scotland in the summer of
1969, At first it seemed impossible to reise enocugh money: Only KLM
tre Hoyal Dutch Adirlines would take & chence on the smsll band from a
rural crea. They chartered a small plane sitting 150 which was soon
filled; the airline had to supply & larger plene which was aleo soon

=U45-
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filled; there wWae a weiting 1ist besides! The trip l=sted three
w==ks 2nd the band covered 3,900 miles. There were at this time about

I7 umiformed members of the band., The band went to the Cowzl Highland

= in Scotland and pleced in the top ten in their Grade. The girls

==2 2ls30 compsted at Cowal. Bass drummer Dawm Campbell 's name wase

~mzan out of 2 hat to play with the Bose Fletcher Pipe Band of Man-
raztar England, who had jJust lost the services of their own bass

irm==ar due to an acecident. Not only 4id the Hose Fletcher Band win

-
-
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~ompatition, but the drum corps placed first, even with their
m=wly 2cnulred bass drummer from Canadal The Glengarry Band played
iz Dumber, Leven, Dundee, Montrose, Aberfeldy, Stonehaven, Kingussie,
Sterdsan, Pitlochry and of course; the capital Edinburgh.

The Dutch stewardess had never heard pipes before and was quite
s=pressed to hear tham played miles above the Atlantie while the Glen-
s=rrvy Birls denced in the aisles, On this trip, Elizabeth Mclennan
w=2s in charge of the band, In Scotland, the band hod made many riends
th2t would be revisited on the second band trip to Scotland,

During the time between the two trips, the bend played to raise
=omey Tor the second trip to Scotland. Cne occasion saw the band,
sccommenied by the MacCulloch dancers, present the halftime show ond
operning ceremonies for the Montreal Alouettes first geme of the 1971
football BeAS&CH.,

In 1972, the band planned another tour to Scotland for the month

of August, This time, they were even more amblticus and chartered two

irplspes, one that went to Prestwick in Scotland and the other which

went to Hemthrow airport in London, There were about 35 in the pipe

il
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band and the complete concert party including dancers and singers
numbered 50. The band was under the directicn of Pipe Ma jor David
Danekin, While in Scotland, the bend completed & full schedule, more
ambitious than the first trip. They divided their stay in Glasgow,
Dundee, and Edinburgh. They began with 2 concert, and then 8 civic re-
exption from the Lord Provest of Glasgow, The reception was in the
band fs honour =nd the city presented the band with a Plaque.. Ancther
concert took place in the highlande in & small town, Kinguseie, which
advertised the " World Famous Glengarry Pipe Band " &8s providing
entertoinment for the town. In Dundee, the bend =ttended snother civic
reception in their honour held in the magnificient Camperdown Park, .
The band travelled to Aberdeen for ancother civiec reception and also
& dinner, In Aberdeen, it was discovered that there was & comnection
between the Mayor and one of the dancers, and thet the Mayoer had
relatives living in Glengerry. The band wes also present 2t a music
festival in Palkirk, along with many different ethmic groups from other
countries. The highlight of 2ll the concerts was the chance to play
in the world rencwned Princess Street Gardens in Edinburgh below the
impressive form of the castle. This engagement had specizal significance
to the Pipe Majors Danskin and MacKenzie, as it was their home town,
Thers was a larze crowd in attendence and the concert wae a great
success; 50 much so, that the organizers of concerts in the Gardens
asked the hand to do &n extra return concert, At the secomd concert,
the bAand was payed & special tribute by Her Majesty's RBoyal Scots
Dragoon Guards of Amazing CGrace fame, when their brass band played The
Maple Leal Forever &nd O Canada, The band was, once again, honoured
Y-
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when they played in Dalkeith, Scotland. The town held = eivie reception ,
ceremonial presentation, civie dimmer cand last, but certainly not
least a ceildh. The town was very interested in the fzeot that the band
had members from Dalkeith, Cenada in it, and a very strong friendship
developad between the two namesakes, The band completed the tour afterp
playing at Dunblane, Dunfermline, Musselborough and Dunbtar , This trip
was 28 profitable in meking friends overseas as any foreign affairs
office could ever hope to be |

The Clengarry Pipe Band has played all over Ontaric and many parts
of Tuebec, as well 28 the ccecssional trip to the United States. Some
of the places the band has played at, are Upper Camada Village, Torconto,
Montreal, Ctteawa, Corrwall, Massen2, and Valleyfield., The band is very
definitely comtributing to the renewal of interest 4in Piping:not only
in Flengsarry, but anywhere it has played. It hoes received many honours
including being duty btend at the MNorth American Championships held in
Maxville every year, A& highlight for the band came when & hundred
ripers and drummers, who have 2t one time or snother plaved with the
bend, were assembled at the opening ceremonies of the 1975 Highland
ames, There were bandsmen from Clan HMacFerlane, E.C.A.F., Camerom
Hiszhlanders, 5.0,.&0.'s, Campbell Pipe Band, Brockville and others., The
stapdard of playing is quite high as hee been revealed in various
coopetitions. The band is in possesion of meny Tirst and second place
Tinishas,

Throughout the history of the band, there has been omnly four Pipe
¥ajors - Cordon Kippen, Cormmie BElaney, Elizabeth Mclemnan, and David
Danskin, In 1967, Mr, COrant MeCillivray took over the important chore

ol e
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of public relatione for the band, ifter successfully performing this
job for eight years he became the President of the Glengarry Pipe Band
Associzion in 1975. He succeeded Mr. Morlin Campbell, who had been

Fresident of the band for the eight years previous and who hed been
instrumental in getting the band going., The present members of the
executive are President, (rant McGillivray: ist Vice, Athol Campbell:
2nd Viece,; Peter MacInnes: Secretary, Verna MacOregor; Treasurer, Norma
Cameron; Public Relations, A,D,D, MeDon21d; Juartermaster, Howard Follock;
Fipe Mz jor, Daevid Danskin and Chisfl Instructor, P.M. J. T. MacKenzie,

The band is outfitted in MacDemald of Clan Renald (boys) and
MacDonald of Glen Allendale kilts (girls). The DOYE Wear Glengarry
hats, the girle balmorals; and both wear bleck tunics. The band rlays
& special tune composed by P.M. MacKenzie called the "Glengarry Pipe
Bend® .,

The Glengarry Pipe Band is one assurance to the local people that
the art of piping is here to stay,in Glengarry.

Here is a partiasl list of players in the Glengarry Fipe Band from
ite inception to the present day, We have attempted to show the large
turnover of members and thus the number of pecple that have been involved

in the band.

Early Members

4llen J, MaEcDonald Warren McIntosh Donna MeIntosh
Elizabeth Mclennan Melville McLeod Arnold Munro
William MoMaughton Donald MeMillan Alex Munro
Micheal McPherson Donald Melenman Cormie Blaney
Barnice McPherson Mergarat Mutch Jimmy Macleod
Marilyn Lascelle Merril MacFhee Donald Munro
Bobby MacCrimmonm William Cooper Hae Ferguscn
Beverly Mclennan Robert Kippen David MecDougzall
David McKillican Carol Kermedy Jordon Kippen

Carolee MoIntosh
=50=



The 1969 Tour

Elizabeth McLennan
Allan J, MacDonald
Heather MacFherson
Marg MacGillivary
All4sen MacMillan
David Denskin Sr,
David MecKillican
Archis MacDonell
Collean Ceampbell
David MacDougall
Bill MacNaughton
Gary McKillican
Hauresy MacPhes
Fairley Munroe
Jamie McHMaster
Betty Sabourin
geil Campbell

Dawn Campbell
Ruth McMaster

Mary Cummings
Barbera Mutch
Armold Munro

Tim Legate

The 1972 Tour

Heather MacPherson
David Danskin Sr.
David Danskin Jr.
Winona MacGregor

* Denie Courville

Shelley MacFhee
Kathy MacDonald
Billy Campbell
Howard Follock
William Forbes
John MacKenzie
Norman MacLeod
Sandy Cempbell
Dorm MacMillan
Ricky Labelle
Marc Thebarge
Bruce MclLaren
Henri Periard
Buth McMester
Dawn Campbell
Ivan Cameron
Karen McEwen
Allan Bleney
Andre Bicard
Cuy Cordincll
Arm Kemnedy
Johnt Wilson
Kevin Abbey
Rae Brodie

Jim Forbes

The 1975 Band

David Denskin Sr,
David Danskin Jr,
Colleen MeCormick
Winong MacGregor
Debbie McMillan
Sheilaa Chisholm
Kathy MoeDonald
Eileen Froanklin
John MacKenzie
Lee irn Burton
Ricky Housemsn
Francis Martin
Sandy Campbell
Sandy Maciuesn
Howard Pollock
Lynn Campbell
Baverly Blair
Janet Kemnedy
Dorm McMillan
Euth McMoster
Bruce Holaren
Chrie Camerdn
Henri Perisard
Bruce Tenger
Roger Martin
Kevin Hough

inn Kemmedy
Arnold Munro

Ray Brodie

Thom Ball

1975 Glengarry Junior Fipe Band

Darlens Maclannan
Francis MeCormick
Stewart MacDonzld
Janice MackKenzie
Thwyla McDon&ld
Darle ne Cuindon
Lorl MacGregor
Ronnia Allison

]

Billy Allison
Rory McDonald
Bruce Malkin
Beth Denskin
Arm HMeIntosh
Ian Kernmedy
Erin Blair
Kathy Hay



THE GLENGARRY SCHOOL OF PIPING AND DRUMMING

The Glengarry School of Piping and Drumming was formally establish-
ed in 19567 to perpetuate and promote piping and drumming music in the
area. GClasses are held every Saturday throughout the fall, winter
and spring. The Maxville Community Hall and the Maxville Senior Elem=
entary School are used as classrooms. Two piping instruCtors and two
drumning instructors are employed by the school.

Since 1961, when the Glengarry Pipe Band was organized, classes
have always been held on Saturdays for band members, but in 1957 the
school was actually established under 2 committee headed by Morlin
Campbell. It was intended to train students in the art of piping and
drumming and thereby insure that there would be experienced members in
the future to play in the pipe band.

A meeting was held in July 1967, at the Maxville Fair Grounds and
only six people attended. MNevertheless, Pipe Major J.T. MacKenzie of
the RCAF Pipe Band agreed to come and teach anyone who came to take
lessons. He enlisted the aid of Pipe Sargent Charles Bell of the RCAF
(presently Fipe Major of the Ottawa Police Fipe Band)} and John Kerr,
Drum Major of the RCAF. At the first lesson, 65 students showed up to
make the school a resounding success, John Meclennan of Cornwall,
asgisted by his wife Barbara, toock over administrative duties for the
school.

Over the years the school has had a number of instructors ineluding
Dave Benyon, Andre Ricard, Campbell Pipe Band; John MacKenzie, Charles
Bell, John Kerr, John Cronin, Jim Macleod, RCAF Pipe Bandj; Trevour

Ferrier, General Motors Pipe Band; David Danskin, Glengarry Pipe Band;
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and Kemmy MacDonald, Camp Argyle Pips Band,

Mr, Campbell tells the story of one student of Polish nationality
who had fought in the second World War. He had been captured by the
Russians, who on learning he played the drum, put him in the Red Army
Band, After the war he settled in Glengarry. When he heard about the
schm:-l: he came to take lessomns. Howefler, bteing 2ccustomed to brass
band drumming, he couldn't adapt to the pipe bend style drumming,

The school is etill going strong todoy ond the membership is ever
increasing with such things as Base and Tencor instructors being added
to the teaching staff, Every year, the Glengarry School of Piping and
Drumming stages competitions between its students, both pipers and
drummers. They are usually held at Maxville Manor about the and of
June. The committee, now headed by Athol Campbell, meets regularily
through the year and has an annual general meeting At which new officers
are chosen and the prizes awarded to the best pupile in the past year,
This annu2l meeting is vsvally held in the foll,

The school has certainly fulfilled its objlectives, since many of
the pupils find their way into the loc2l Glengarry Pipe Band, The faot
that well treined pipers and drummers &re an advantage, is easily proven

by the band's record of successes in competitionm,
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SUMMARY OF PIPERS AND DRUMMERS ON FAGES ¢ THROUGH 36

Acheson, Mac
Atterbury, Bill
Bergeron, Len "Spots®
Boyd; Sandy

Brodie, Gilbert
Cameron, Angus
Cameron, Lawrence
Cameron, 0O'Kane
Campbell, Beverly
Campbell, Bill
Chisholm, Donald
Dewar, Bill

Dewar, Edward
Dewar, Hugh

Dewar, Willie
Douglas, Jimmy
Ferguson, Herbert
Firn, Ray

Fletcher, Donald Angus
Fletcher, John
Gamble, Tommy
Gardiner, Alex
Hope, Dr. J.T.
Hunter, Bill
Kippen, Connie (Blaney)
Kippen, Donald
Kippen, Donald John
Kippen, Stanley
Launzon, Paulie
MacCrimmon, Robert
MacDonald, Ambrose

MacDonald, Angus Duncan (Katie)

MacDonald, Dan
MacDonald, Donald
MacDonald, Donald

MacDonald,
MacDonald,
MacDonald,

Duncan gthe Red piper
Duncan (Duncie Picket
Hughie "big" Allan

HaﬂDﬂnald, Johnny Hughie
MacDonald, Kenny "the piper®
MacDonald, Myles

MacDonald, Uisteann

MacDonell, Angus

MacDonell, Archie Hughie William
MacDonell, Roy

MaecGregor, Daniel John
MacOregor, Fred

MacInnes. Donald Mac
MacInne=, Peter Donald

)

Dalkeith
Cornwall
Cornwall
Maxwville

Glen Sandfield
Alexandria
Loghiel
Lochiel
Dunvegan
Montreal
Cornwall
Lancaster

Glen Sandfield
Glen Sandfield
Kirk Hill

(1810-1891)

FPipe Major of the 3,D & G's.

Maxville
Cornwall
Dunvegan
Dunvegan
Montreal
Montreal
Lochiel
Montreal
Maxville
Greenfield
Maxville
Maxwville
Alexandria
MeCrimmon

Glen Sandfield
Alexandria
Lochiel
Lochiel

Glen Norman
Glen Robertson
Glen Sandfield
Glen Sandfield
Glen Sandfield
Martintown
Lochiel
Lochiel
Greenfield
Greenfield
Lth of Kenyon
Athol

Athol

&th of Kenyon
&th of Kenyon

~5l=

{1902-1973 )



MacInnes, PFPeter Norman

MacIntosh,
MacKenzie,
MacKenzie,
MacKinnon,
MacKinnon,
MacKinnon,
MacKinnon,
MacKinnon,
MacKinnon,

Norman HNeil
Alex Henry
John T.
nlittle” Archie
Duncan

Gregor

John

John

Stephen

MaclLean, Roddie

MaclLennan,
MacLennan,

Donald A.
Murchiscn

MaclLeod, Bill
MacLeod, Donald W.
MacLeod, Duncan Neil

MacMillan,
MacMillan,
MacMillan,

Douglas
"Black™ Jack
Peter

MaclNeil, MacDonald
MacRae, Alex

MacRae, Murdoch John
MacVean, Neil

MeCrimmon,

James Angus

McDonald, Allan (Cooper)
McGillvary, Lawrence
MeGillvary, John
MeGregor, Duncan

Mc Laren, Jack
McNaughton, Jimmy John R.
IcNaughton, John R.
McSweyn, Peter

Matisse, Mr.

Montgomery, Ernest

Montgomery

. George

Munreo, Allan

Munre, Arnold

Munro, Glen

Munro, Hughie

Munrc, Hughie Donald
Munro, Johnny

Munro, Dr.

Malctlm

Munro, Sandy
Munre, Wallace
Munreo, Willie

Murphy, Mr.

Roberts, Al

Roberson, Duncan
Sawyers, Bill
Sterling, George

&th of EKenyon
Lochiel
Glen Sandfield
Maxville
Dalkeith
Klexandria
Dalkeith
Dalkeith
Greenfield
Montreal
Glengarry
Dalkeith
Dalkeith
Laggan
MeCrimmon
McCrimmon
Lochiel
Glen Sandfield
Lochiel
Martintown
Maxville
Stewart's (Glan
Lth of Kenyon
McCrimmon
St. Elmo
Cornwall
Cornwall
St. Etmo
Cornwall
Notfield
Hotfield
MeCrimon
Finch
Cornwall
Cornwall
Apple Hill
Maxyille ---
Apple Hill
e i)

=
AEple Hill
Lancaster
Apple Hill
Apple Hill
Apple Hill
Finch
Eamers Corners
Roxborough
Montreal
Apple Hill
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1873-1935
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1892-1957

(1877-1955)

(1889-1969)
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(1886-1958)
(1805-1964)




Stewart, "Red " Alex Stewart's Glen (18856-1965)

Stewart, Donald John Stewart's Glen 1879-1973
Stewart, Donald “piper® Stewart's Glen 1849-1921
Stewart,; Johnny Alex Stewart's Glen 18569-1950
Summerville, Joe Cornwall

sutherland, Bert Cornwall

cutherland, W.S. Finch

Tait, Mr. Pipe Major of the 154th.

Taylor, Bob Montreal

Truax, "™H1lliam Monkland (1896=1956)
Wishart, Bob Pipe Major of the 2,D & G's.

NEW WORLD ECHOES by Douglas Stewart

Though so far gone

And so long away

Still piping, still singing
To this day.
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"THE HISTORY of PIPING in GLENGARRY" was written under the

auspicies of an Opportunities For Youth project. Four students were
engaged in the project for a pericd of seven weeks,

In order to obtain the most complete story possible, much of
the time was spent collecting data by talking to Glengarry Fipers
and relatives of deceased pipers from all over the county. A port=-
folic of pictures of pipers and bands was collected for future use.

We are sure many more detailed stories of pipers exist; but we
hope' that by at least mentioning their names they will not be forgot-
ten.

We would like to extend a sincere thankyou to the Glengarry
Fipe Band and to all those we visited to get information: also to
Douglas Stewart for permission to use poems from Mactalla and
Glenquaich, the Glengarry News, the Standard Freeholder, Maxville
Manor for the generous use of their copying machine, Maxville Senior
Elementary School for the use of their facilities and the many other

pecple who helped us in any way.

David Danskin
Kathy Dore
Winona MacGregor

Rhonda MzcInnes

August 1975.
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