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Dragan, MD; Neurology ; Huda Afaneh, MD, FACOG; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Monica Parekh, MD; Pediatrics; Lisa Zipp-Partovi, MD, 
FAAP; Pediatrics; Samantha Simpson, MD; Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine; Margaret Gatti-Mays, MD, MPH; Medical Oncology; 
Saurabh Sharma, DO; Internal Medicine; Melissa Johns, MD; Psychiatry; Blossom Heindel, DO, Family Medicine, Sports Medicine; 
Hannah Hays, MD; Medical Toxicology; Katie Meier, MD; Pediatric Hospital Medicine; Bryce Casteigne, MD; Neurology; Kirtishri Mishra, 
MD; Urology; Jacqueline Nicholas, MD; Neurology; Katherine Rhame, MD; Neurology; Sara Continenza, MD; Emergency Medicine; Jessica 
Castonguay, DO, MPH; Adolescent Medicine; Megan Quimper, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Melinda DeFilippo Szucs, DO; Family 
Medicine; Laura Ledvora, MD; Family Medicine & Psychiatry; Julia Girzhel, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Margery Gass, MD; Obstetrics 
& Gynecology; Megan Testa, MD; Psychiatry; Rab Razzak, MD, FAAHPM; Palliative Medicine & Internal Medicine; Anastasia 
Matthews, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Kami Maddocks, MD; Hematology Oncology; Sara Bazan, DO; Obstetrics & Gynecology; 
Hillary Voss Hirth, MD; Pediatric Hospital Medicine; Johnathon Ross MD, MPH; Internal Medicine; Amy Zack, MD, FAAFP; Family Medicine; 
Kelli Corniello, DO; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Sheridan Vecchio, MD; Psychiatry; Sema Hajmurad, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Matthias 
Franzen, DO, MHA, D.ABA; Anesthesiology; Lindsay Zaremba, MD; Pediatrics; Asma Moheet, MD, MHDS; Neurocritical Care Medicine; 
Scott Lundy, MD, PhD; Urology; Sonal Shah MD; Dermatology; Ana Ribeiro, MD; Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine; Aditi Patel, MD; 
Rheumatology; Lisa DeSantis, MD, AAFP; Family Medicine ; Aleia Crim, MD; Gynecologic Oncology; Norman Floro, MD; Internal 
medicine; Katharine Coffman, MD; Pediatrics; Maria Varveris, MD; Internal Medicine; Megan DeHaan, MD; Radiation Oncology; 
Samantha Gunkelman, MD; Pediatric Hospital Medicine; Frances Horenstein, MD; Gastroenterology; Olivia Thornton, MD, MPG; 
Obstetrics and Gynecology; Samantha Seiler, DO; Family Medicine; Laura Hanson, MD; Ophthalmology; Debra Boyer, MD; Pediatric 
Pulmonology; Shilpa Hari, MD; Child Abuse Psychiatry; Laure Sayyed Kassem, MD; Endocrinology; Ashley Thomas, MD; Pediatrics; 
Madison Caja Labroo, MD; Obstetrics and Gynecology; Kim Tartaglia, MD; Internal Medicine & Pediatrics; Jill Minger, MD, FACOG; 
Obstetrics and Gynecology; Leah Carter, MD; Pediatric Emergency Medicine; Susan Wherley, MD; Obstetrics and Gynecology; Nicole 
Gombash, DO; Pediatric Emergency Medicine; Alicia Cousins, MD; Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine; Brian Schroer, MD; Allergy & 
Immunology; Charles Doolittle, DO; Neurology; Sara Post, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Julie Holinga, MD; Gastroenterology; Mitchell Romito, MD; Ophthalmology; Dennis Keselman, DO; Internal Medicine; Laurel Green, MD; Pediatrics; Ellen Gelles, MD, FACP; Internal Medicine; Carmen Gota, MD; Rheumatology; 
Kelly Seifert, MD; Family Medicine; Simiao Li-Sauerwine, MD, MSCR; Emergency Medicine; Katie Coyne, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Dan Polster, MD; Psychiatry; Cynthia Leung, MD, PhD; Emergency Medicine; Hilda Fernandez, MD; Internal Medicine; Andrew Hornick, MD; Internal Medicine; Melinda Kizziah, 
DO; Emergency Medicine; Irene Mynatt, DO; Emergency Medicine; Michael Purcell, MD; Emergency Medicine; Catherine Caponero, DO, FACOOG; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Brian Singeltary, DO, Hematology Oncology; Meera Mehta, MD; Pediatrician; Kathryn Miller, MD, MA; Pediatric Critical Care Medicine; 
Christina Guzman, MD; Emergency Medicine; Lindsay Meade, MD; Family Medicine; Teresa Meier, MD; Radiation Oncology; Nikita Nanavaty, DO; Neurology; Catherine Sinclair, MD; Pediatric Hospital Medicine; M. Bonnie Pugh, MD, FAAP; Pediatrics; Robert L. Klaus, Jr, MD, FACOG; Obstetrics & Gynecology; 
Donna Sterling, MD; Pediatrics; Jennifer Lobert, MD; Rheumatology; Hyo young Smith, MD; Family Medicine; Steven Ricanati, MD, FACP; Internal Medicine; Connie Fu, MD; Internal Medicine; Megan Battin, DO; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Kara Brogan, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Denise Rankin, MD; Pediatrics; 
Leyya Suleman-Civis, MD; Emergency Medicine; Greg Mecoli, MD; Ophthalmology; Mary-Lynn Niland, MD; Pediatrics; Deborah Joanne Lynn, MD, FAAN; Neurology; Hayley Williams, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Y. Frances Fei, MD, FACOG; Pediatric & Adolescent Gynecology, Obstetrics & Gynecology; Mianna 
Gilmore, DO; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Megan Evers, DO, MS, MSc; Pediatric Emergency Medicine; Elizabeth DeOreo, MD; Psychiatry ; Raktima Datta, MD; Pediatrics; Jared Galloway, MD; Internal Medicine; Komal Narula, MD, FACOG; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Jerome Schartman, MD; Vitreoretinal Surgery; 
Rachel Thienprayoon, MD, FAAP, FAAHPM; Pediatrics; Jenny Demos-Bertrand DO, FACOG; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Catherine Vozzo, DO; Gastroenterology; Dania Safi, MD; Pediatrics; B.J. Hicks, MD; Neurology; Muhammad Awais Aftab, MD; Psychiatry; Adrienne Lee, MD; Pediatrics; Sarah Plummer, MD; Pediatric 
Cardiology; Payal Sen, MD; Pediatric Critical Care Medicine; Angelina Gangestad, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Patrick Dooling, MD; Internal Medicine; Margaret Kuper-Sassé, MD; Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine; Anthony Post, MD; Gastroenterology; Sojin Youn Wass, MD; Cardiology; Lora B. Levin, MD; 
Anesthesiology; Erin Walker, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Jocelyn Hart, MD; Child & Adolescent Psychiatry; Ryan Simon,MD; Adult & Pediatric Infectious Diseases; Linda A. Parenti, MD, FACOG; Obstetrics and Gynecology ; Elizabeth Chiang, MD, PhD; Ophthalmology; Lauren C. Bar-Lev, MD, FAAP; Pediatrics; 
Tara Magge, MD; Internal Medicine; Alyssa Nesbitt, MD; Neurology; Claire Meikle, MD, PhD; Family Medicine Psychiatry; Hailey Williams, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Craig Plowgian, MD; Pediatrics; Jessica Wilson, MD; Pediatrics; Aliza Olive, MD; Pediatric Critical Care Medicine; MireIlle Moise, MD; Vascular 
Surgery; Courtney Frey, MD; Diagnostic Radiology; Mary Ross-Dolen, MD; Psychiatry; Eric Dolen, MD; Interventional Radiology; Elizabeth Rave, MD; Nephrology; Monica Benedikt, MD; Family Medicine; Stella Ogake, MD Pulmonary & Critical Care Medicine; Cathleen Cerny-Suelzer, MD; Psychiatry; Pelin Batur, 
MD; Internal Medicine, Women’s Health; Katelyn Krivchenia, MD; Pediatric Pulmonology; Angeline Pallante, MD; Hospital Medicine; Jennifer McCallister, MD; Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine; Bethany Caldwell, MD; Pediatrics; Amy Blevins, MD; Anesthesiology; Sheital Bavishi, DO; Physical Medicine & 
Rehabilitation; Ashley Welko, MD, MPH; Child Abuse Pediatrics; Steven Cogorno, MD; Internal Medicine; Wisam Beauti, MD; Internal Medicine; Heather Daniels, DO; Pediatric Infectious Disease; Lindsay Kneen, MD; Pediatrics; Bethany Potere, MD; Anesthesiology; Katherine H Eilenfeld, DO, FACOI; Internal 
Medicine, Hospice & Palliative Care; Laura Chambers, DO; Gynecologic Oncology; Kelsey Merison, MD; Pediatric Neurology; Anjuli Mahajan, MD; Family Medicine; Matthew Stedman Smith, MD; Neurology; Hilary Whitsett, MD; Internal Medicine; Christopher Horn, MD; Trauma, Acute Care Surgery, Surgical Critical 
Care; Sarah Horn, MD, FACP; Internal Medicine; Michael J. Loochtan, MD; Otolaryngology; Hemani Ticku, MD; Neurology; Eric Baud, MD, FAAD; Dermatology; Cameron Miller, MD; Pediatrics ; Veena Kumar, MD; Neurology; David Flannery, MD; Pediatrics and Medical Genetics; Melanie George, MD; Pediatric 
Anesthesiology; Emily Fisher, MD; Mohs Surgery/Dermatology; Steven Hirsch, MD; Otolaryngology ; Roger Friedman, MD; Allergy & Immunology; Rachel Pope, MD, MPH; Gynecology, Female Sexual Health; Akash Gupta, MD; Otolaryngology; Matthew Addis, MD; Emergency Medicine; Cherie Ryoo, MD; 
Otolaryngology ; Benjamin Buck, MD; Cardiology; Katherine Buck, MD; Emergency Medicine; Ryan Drake, DO; Neurology; Jaclyn Laine, DO, ABPN; Neurology; Evan Tobin, MD; Otolaryngology ; Mark Warren, MD, MPH; Psychiatry; Valerie Fouts-Fowler, DO; Pediatrician; Dean Liou, MD, MA; Neurology; Linda Liou, 
DO; Dermatology; Alex Namrow, MD; Pediatrics; Joseph Borus, MD; Pediatrics; Carolyn P Cacho Bowman, MD; Nephrology; Gregory Lam, MD, MHS; Cardiology; Cheryl Earmann Weinstein, MD, FACP; Internal Medicine; Meredith A Weinstein, MD, FACR; Neuroradiology; Blaize O’Brien, MD; Otolaryngology ; 
Michael Martyn, MD; Otolaryngology ; Denise Dewald, MD; Internal Medicine & Pediatrics; Michael Seidman, MD; Family Medicine; Mara Nickel, MD; Internal Medicine; Ashleigh Kussman, MD; Pediatric Hematology & Oncology; Nazleen Bharmal, MD, PhD, MPP; Internal Medicine; Amy Porter, MD, PhD; Pediatrics; 
Aaron Loochtan, DO; Vascular Neurology; Mackenzie Cater, MD; Internal Medicine & Pediatrics; Douglas Mayers, MD, PhD; Anesthesiology; Amy Jarosz, DO; Neurology; David McKenna, MD; Maternal Fetal Medicine; Eric Curfman, MD; Neurology; Matthew Hobbs, MD; Internal Medicine; Abigail Nye, MD; Internal 
Medicine & Pediatrics ; Chelsea Nickolson, DO, FACOI; Internal Medicine; Jordan Brown, DO; General Surgery; Sarah Coffey, DO; Family Medicine; Colette Willins, MD; Family Medicine; Lauren Guren, MD; Dermatology; Matthew Noordsik-Jones, MD; Internal Medicine & Pediatrics; Derek McClellan, MD; Pediatrics; 
Stephanie Ficker, DO; Neurology; Elizabeth Snajdar, DO; Urology; Richard B Simpson, MD; Family Medicine; Bethany Zook, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Alynna Schulert, MD, FAAP; Pediatrics; Sarah Ronan-Bentle, MD; Emergency Medicine; Molly McVoy, MD; Child Psychiatry; Neeti Wyckoff, DO; Child Psychiatry 
& Pediatrics; Grant Schulert, MD, PhD; Pediatric Rheumatology; Veronica Indihar, MD; Pulmonary & Critical Care Medicine; Gregory Kitagawa, MD, FACOG; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Paula V Hendryx, MD, FACOG; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Priya Vaidya Shrestha, MD; Child Psychiatry; Nely Aldrich, MD; Dermatology; 
Matthew Meier, MD; Dermatology; Caitlyn Kenny, MD; Internal Medicine & Pediatrics; Kathryn Stackhouse, MD; General Surgery; Trevor Maurer, MD; Pediatrics; Anthony Rizzo, MD; Gynecologic Oncology; Vrashali Jain, MD; Psychiatry; Himanshu Dubey, MD; Family Medicine; Katherine Lambes, MD; Internal 
Medicine & Pediatrics; Michael Magiera, MD; Child & Adolescent Psychiatry; Jose A. Bazán, DO; Infectious Diseases; Kara Konys, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Yousef Ahmad, DO; Pulmonary Critical Care Medicine; Sybil Sailofsky, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Erum Ahmad, MD; Child & Adolescent Gynecology; 
Benjamin Goldstein, MD; Pediatric Pulmonology; Monica Gilbert MD, FAAP; Pediatrics; Rita Schlanger MD; Internal Medicine; Jennifer McAllister, MD; Pediatrics; Steven Kalbfleisch, MD; Cardiac Electrophysiology; Marie Walters, MD; Emergency Medicine; Elise Bonder, MD; Child & Adolescent Psychiatry; Juliette 
Yedimenko, MD; Rheumatology; Pete Kanuika, MD; General Surgery; Ashley Cattran, MD; Pulmonary Critical Care Medicine; Bharathi Muthusamy, MD; Hematology Oncology; Nikita Hegde MD; Rheumatology; Maria Espinosa, MD; Oncology; Vishvas Hegde, MD; Pediatrics; Daniel Benson, MD; Neurology; Ruben 
Escuro, MD; Oncology; Kincade Turner, MD FACP; Internal Medicine; Jeanne Zuber MD; Internal Medicine; Monica McHenry Svets, MD FACOG; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Mariam Stevens, MD; Endocrinology; Manisha Mills, MD, FAAP; Pediatrics & Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine; Jennifer Carroll, MD, FACOG; 
Obstetrics & Gynecology; Brian Canterbury, MD; Urology; Susan Neilan, MD; Child & Adolescent Psychiatry; Shannon Jap, MD; Psychiatry ; Jessica Geddes, MD; Internal Medicine; Stacey Ehrenberg, MD, FACOG; Maternal Fetal Medicine; Shamsi Saegh, MD; Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation; Shanna E. 
Swaringen, DO; Child & Adolescent Psychiatry; Nikita Dedhia, MD; Neurology; Shari Hicks-Graham, MD; Dermatology; Mona Prasad, DO, MPH; Maternal Fetal Medicine; Kathryn Pool MD, Obstetrics & Gynecology; Daryn Cass, MD; Neurosurgery; Juliet French-Vallabh, MD, MPH; Family Medicine; Aamir Munshi, 
MD; Pulmonary Critical Care Medicine; Adrienne Kirby, MD; Pediatric Emergency Medicine; Kevin Kawalec, MD; Family Medicine ; Elizabeth Rajan MD; Internal Medicine & Geriatric Medicine; David Jensen, DO; Psychiatry; Danielle Weber, MD, MEd; Internal Medicine & Pediatrics; Joy Roth, MD; Anesthesiology; 
Douglas Webb, MD; Ophthalmology; Alice A. Frazier, MD; Family Practice; Mona Adeli, MD; Ophthalmology; Rachael Piver, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Anna Peters, MD, PhD; Pediatric Gastroenterology ; Shruthi Sreekumar, MD; Internal Medicine; Trina Pagano MD. FACOG, FASAM; Obstetrics & Gynecology, 
Addiction Medicine; Nikhil Modak, MD; Neurology; Ramona Bhatt, DO; Child & Adolescent Psychiatry; Thulasi Karakula, MD; Internal Medicine; Rebecca Greenspan, DO; Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation; Avia Wilkerson MD, General Surgery; Joan Ellen Trey, MD; Hematology Oncology; Lauren Granat, DO; 
Internal Medicine; Christina Antenucci, MD; Family Medicine ; Alex Schoenberger, MD; Internal Medicine & Pediatrics; Kyle Hoffman, MD; Internal Medicine; Yashu Dhamija, MD; Allergy & Immunology; Marlena Rose Mueller, DO; Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation; Sarah Dula, DO; Family Medicine; William Petro, 
MD; Internal Medicine; Brian Katz, MD; Neurology; Michael Raddock, MD; Family Medicine; Sarah Redmond, MD; Internal Medicine & Pediatrics; Marguerite Linz, MD; Internal Medicine; Bhuvaneswari Ramaswamy, MD; Medical Oncology; Bonny Tsai, MD, FAAP; Pediatrics; Alison Neff, MD; Internal Medicine ; 
Morgan Keegan, MD; Anesthesiology; Victoria Zysik, DO; Anesthesiology ; Andrea Bonny, MD; Adolescent Medicine; Sanjana Datla; MD; Internal Medicine; Laura Chambers-Kersh, MD; Family Medicine; Laura Wexler, MD, FAHA, FACC; Cardiology; Maurice Facey, MD; Internal Medicine; Jason R. Bisping, MD; 
Neurology; Charles A. Zollinger, MD, FAAN; Neurology; Noopur Jain, MD; Pediatric Emergency Medicine; Andrea G. Malone, DO; Neurology; Amanda Gedeit, DO; Family Medicine; Sagarika Nayak, MD; Vascular Neurology; Megan Rich, MD, MEd; Family Medicine; Joan Delahay MD; Pediatrics; Rupali Sharma, DO; 
Internal Medicine; Christopher S. Croom, MD; Maternal Fetal Medicine; Michael Roesch, MD; Emergency Medicine; Kaitlin Snapp, MD; Internal Medicine; David de la Peña, DO; Internal Medicine ; Debra Leizman, MD, FACP; Internal Medicine; Kaylie Snyder, DO; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Peggy A Seidman, MD, 
FAAP; Pediatric Anesthesiologist; Marina Eisenberg, MD; Pediatric Ophthalmology ; Maria Kellermier, MD; Hospitalist; Stephanie Cotell, MD; Dermatology; Taylor Ballenger, MD; Pediatrics; Melissa Winterhalter, MD; Pediatrics; Robert Haber, MD; Dermatology; Thomas Gildea, MD, MS; Pulmonary Critical Care 
Medicine, Interventional Pulmonology; Reena Mehra, MD, MS, FCCP, FAHA, ATSF, FASM; Pulmonary, Critical Care and Sleep Medicine; Francisco Almeida, MD; Interventional Pulmonology; Debora Bruno, MD, MS; Thoracic Oncology; Mae Winchester, MD, FACOG; Maternal Fetal Medicine; Niraj Desai, MD; 
Nephrology; Vicki Rager Colon, MD, FACOG; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Douglas Rethman, MD; Hospital Medicine; Kevin Stephans, MD; Radiation Oncology; Emily Stonebrook, MD; Pediatric Nephrology; Sydney Saxena, MD; Internal Medicine; Deanna Lines, DO; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Ashlee Bolger, MD, MEd; 
Pediatric Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation; Caitlin Chicoine, MD; Pediatric Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation; Heather Godale, MD; Emergency Medicine ; Shradha Chhabria, MD, MPH; Internal Medicine & Pediatrics; Halley Wasserman MD, MS Pediatric Endocrinology; Jennifer Hanrahan, DO; Infectious 
Diseases; Michael D. Reep, MD; Dermatology; Emily Levinson, MD; Family Medicine; Cheryl Bayart, MD, MPH; Dermatology; Adam Kirkland, MD; Pediatrics; James Schuster, MD: Hematology Oncology; Angela Thelen, MD; General Surgery; Morgan Morelli, MD; Infectious Diseases; Tsulee Chen, MD; Pediatric 
Neurosurgery; Jessica Clemons, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Frances Comer, DO; Pediatrics; Caroline Ramos, MD; Internal Medicine; Katherine Brownlowe, MD; Neuropsychiatry; Nancy Cossler, MD; Obstetrics and Gynecology; Martin Wieczorek, MD; Obstetrics and Gynecology; Ellen Ballerene, MD; Pyschiatry; 
Morgan Gruner, MD; Obstetrics and Gynecology; Cindy Gherman, MD; Pediatrics; Amrita John, MD; Critical Care Medicine and Infectious Disease; Laura Brown, MD; Internal Medicine & Pediatrics; Babak Moini, MD; Internal Medicine; Michelle Caster, MD; Family Medicine; Leah Hellerstein, MD, MPH; Obstetrics 
and Gynecology; Priya Gursahaney, MD; Obstetrics and Gynecology; Michael D Faulx, MD; Cardiology; Sarah Augustine, MD; Internal Medicine; Robin Jump, MD, PhD; Infectious Disease; Ashley L Faulx, MD, FASGE, FACG; Gastroenterology; Heather Ways, MD; Family Medicine; Usha Stiefel, MD; Infectious 
Disease; Xiangling Wang, MD, PhD; Medical Genetics; Xiao-Song Zhao, MD; Neurology; Hadley Morgenstern-Clarren, MD; Internal Medicine; Brenda W Cooper, MD; Medical Oncology; Emily Turner, MD; Obstetrics and Gynecology; Angelique Reddus-McCoy, MD; Pediatrics; Timothy Meier, MD; Radiology; Abigail 
Huff, DO; Psychiatry; Laura Barnett, DO; Psychiatry; Jerika Ortlieb, MD; Family Medicine; Charita Ray, DO; Family Medicine; Julia Leibner, MD; Pediatric Hospital Medicine; Stephanie Deuley, DO; Family Medicine; Alexandra Schueler, MD; Obstetrics & Gynecology; Anita Chang, DO; Psychiatry; Saloni Gyani, MD; 
Neurology; Nimisha Swali, MD; Family Medicine; Eric Shapiro, MD; Gastroenterology; Selin Adams, MD; Child and Adolescent Psychiatry; Neil Korman, MD, PhD, FAAD; Dermatology; Fadi Khoury, MD; Maternal Fetal Medicine; Elisabeth Ray, MD; Rheumatology; Abhishek Ray, MD; Neurological Surgery; Laura 
Shefner, MD; Pediatrics; Hannah Gilmore, MD; Pathology; Guoyou Chen, MD; Family Medicine; David J. Adelstein, MD; Medical Oncology; Bailey Heinzen, DO; Family Medicine; David Kuentz, DO; Internal Medicine & Pediatrics; Meghan Fibbi, DO, MPH; Family Medicine; James Ross, MD; Urogynecology; 
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A Message to our Patients on 
the Loss of Reproductive Rights
Dear Patients,

We are physicians in the state of Ohio, gravely concerned for the well-being of our citizens, 
particularly of women and pregnant persons. With the Supreme Court’s overturning of 
Roe v. Wade and the enactment of Ohio House Bill 258/Senate Bill 23 (aka the “heartbeat 
bill”), it has become painfully clear that women are now losing bodily autonomy, basic 
human rights, and access to life-saving medical care.

We stand steadfast in our support for the sanctity and privacy of the patient-physician 
relationship. Withholding treatment until a preventable medical emergency occurs is 
antithetical to our roles as healthcare workers. We wholeheartedly believe that a woman’s 
mental health is essential in the discussions regarding medical necessity and emergency; 
suicide is a leading cause of death amongst women of child-bearing age. A government that 
takes away the freedom of women to access critical medical care and threatens physicians 
with criminal penalties for upholding their oath is un-American.

What defines and necessitates abortion is nuanced. Women may require abortion in order 
to undergo life-preserving treatments such as chemotherapy. Women may choose to have 
an abortion to terminate an unviable pregnancy, and to be spared the emotional anguish 
and physical threat of carrying a fetus that cannot survive outside the womb. A woman 
(including a child or an adolescent minor) may choose to have an abortion after being raped 
and impregnated. A woman may choose to have an abortion simply to protect her future. No 
explanation should be required for a choice that allows a woman to enjoy the same status in 
society as a man: freedom to preserve her health and wellbeing. 

The decision to perform an abortion should be left solely to a woman and her physician. 
Doctors are guided by evidence-based medicine and are bound by our commitment to 
do no harm. The “heartbeat bill” is an intrusion of government on personal autonomy 
and will directly lead to oppression, illness, and death of countless women. This will 
disproportionately affect women of color and individuals without the financial means to seek 
other options and will perpetuate the cycle of poverty. Anyone who supports this legislation 
is complicit in the greatest assault on women’s rights in our lifetime.

As physicians of many specialties, we are calling on Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, as 
well as all elected and appointed government officials in the state of Ohio, to protect the 
lives of women and persons capable of becoming pregnant. We call on other physicians to 
uphold their duty to their patients and on our patients to organize for their personal bodily 
autonomy.

We demand that Ohio House Bill 258/Senate Bill 23 be repealed. We ask our elected 
officials to defend the separation of church and state, to support reproductive autonomy, and 
to respect our basic rights to life, liberty,  and the pursuit of happiness. 

One Thousand Ohio Physicians
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