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We invite you to use this daily devotional guide to
complement our current sermon series, "The Book
of John”.

Each devotion will take you deeper into the
concepts presented during Sunday morning
messages.

To listen to sermons in this series visit
https://soundcloud.com/user-356456061/tracks
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Day 1

Verses to Remember: “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”” (Matthew 16:24)

Key Thought: He is God on His terms and not ours.

How do you let go and let God? First, you have to make Jesus the manager of your life.

The problem is, we usually want to be the manager of our own lives, and so we argue and
disagree with God. We think we know what’s best. The reason you’re under a lot of stress is
that you’re constantly fighting God in your mind — “I know God says to do this, but | want to do
that instead!”

Every morning when you wake up, you have a decision to make: Who's going to be in charge of
your life? Who's going to be in control — you or God? Who’s going to call the shots — you or
God? Every day, moment-by-moment, you are making that decision. When you choose to make
yourself the manager of your own life, it causes conflict, confusion, and stress.

Jesus says in Matthew 16:24, “Anyone who intends to come with me has to let me lead. You're
not in the driver’s seat; | am” (The Message). Here’s what Christians tend to do: When we
become believers in Christ, we give him the driver’s seat and then promptly hop into the
backseat and become backseat drivers. We're constantly giving him “advice,” like, “No, turn this
way. Stop. Wait. Faster! | want to go that way. | want to see that sight.”

Many years ago my wife and | took dancing lessons from the Arthur Murray Dance Studio. The
instructor told us that one of the biggest problems couples have is letting the other lead. When
they’re both trying to lead, they’re stepping on each other’s feet all the time, and it doesn’t
look very pretty.

Your life doesn’t look very pretty when you’re trying to lead with God at the same time. You
just need to let God be God and make Jesus the manager of your life.

Think About It:
e What details of your life are most difficult for you to surrender to God?
e How have you been quarreling with God without saying a word? What do your actions
reveal about who is managing your life?
e Determine today to give God control of the areas of your life where you have concerns
and stress. What will that look like? What difference will that make in your life?

Worship Moment:
“In Control” by Hillsong Worship https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rW9MbYQrTUI

Excerpt from: “Let God take the Driver’s Seat” by Rick Warren online at
https://pastorrick.com/devotional/english/let-god-take-the-driver-s-seat
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Day 2
Verse to Remember: “* Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, ® because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. * Let perseverance
finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. (James 1:2-4)

Key Thought: He allows storms so we can grow deeper with him.

Good teachers come up with amazing ways to get students’ attention. Kindergarten teachers
quiet their voices to get children to settle down. Coaches have a knack for using the right words
and tactics to motivate their players to win.

When Jesus walked on the Sea of Galilee, he got his disciples to pay attention to who he was and
what he was about. At the time, though, they might not have realized he was the best teacher
they could ever have.

They had probably figured it would be an uneventful evening. The disciples were on their way to
the other side of the lake while Jesus stayed back on shore to spend some time alone (John
6:15). The wind and waves, however, started getting rough, and the disciples were probably
growing concerned for their safety. Then somewhere in the middle of the lake, Jesus came right
out to them, walking on the water! Now they were frightened! How do you think you would
have reacted to that?

Why did Jesus do that? He wanted his disciples—and us—to pay attention to him as their chief
focus even when the storms of life seem to take over. His voice breaks through the rumble of
water and wind and says, “Itis |; don’t be afraid.”

No one is exempt from the storms of life. But just as the disciples who initially feared the storm
later came to revere Christ more, so the storms we face can bring us to a deeper knowledge of
God. “Who is this,” the disciples pondered, “even the wind and the waves obey him!” (Mark
4:41). Through our trials we can learn that no storm is big enough to prevent God from
accomplishing His will.

While we may not understand why God allows trials to enter our lives, we thank Him that
through them we can come to know who He is. We live to serve Him because He has preserved
our lives.

Think About it:
e If hard things in life could be thought of as storms, what is the most recent storm you
have faced? How did you get through it?
e We have learned from parents, teachers, and friends how to deal with storms, what have
they taught you and have they made a difference?

Worship Moment:
“Peace be Still” by Lauren Daigle https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUpKZzONm7c

Excerpt from: “Do | Have your Attention” by Reginald Smith for ReFrame Media devotions
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/do-i-have-your-attention-2012-07-10

4



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUpKZz0Nm7c
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/do-i-have-your-attention-2012-07-10

Day 3

Verse to Remember: “*°* When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus approaching
the boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened. 20 But he said to them, “Itis I; don’t be
afraid.” (John 16:19-20)

Key Thought: Jesus sees us through the storms, not always away from them.

This is not your weekend fishing boat with the name on the back of it. This is a wooden raft. This is a
Gilligan’s Island, “We’re trying to escape” boat. They’'re crossing the sea in it. What does John 16:9 say?
It says the sea became rough because the wind began to blow strongly.

In my imagination, | see the disciples kind of huddled down, trying to brace themselves, just hoping
they’re going to survive as their small fishing vessel is whipped from side to side. John tells us they rode
in this for 3 to 4 miles fighting the wind and waves while also fighting their fear and anxiety, just hoping
they would not die.

| want you to imagine for a moment being in this little wooden raft. No protection. No coverage. No
steel. No metal. No engine. Just wood, water and storm. How high would your anxiety be? How palpable
would your terror be? How tangible your fear? Then out of the blue, John says Jesus comes walking
across the water. John is not concerned with whether you believe Jesus actually walked on water or not.
What John is concerned with is the immediate alleviation of that fear the moment they hear Jesus’
voice.

John tells us they see Jesus walking on the sea, and they were terrified. Look at verse 20. “But he [Jesus]
said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” It’s as if Jesus was saying, “Itis |. Everything is okay. Itis |. | know
you are in an overwhelming situation with seemingly insurmountable circumstances, and you can’t even
fully recognize my face through the wind and through the waves and through the storm. You can’t even
fully grasp it’s me, but hear my voice. It is I! It’s okay. Don’t be afraid. Everything is fine.

Jesus’ presence is a promise of peace. What's so beautiful about this is not only did their hearts obey,
not only did the anxiety flood from them and the fear flood from them, but the storm calmed at the
sound of his voice.

Jesus is at the center of reality, not an addendum, not an add-on. Sometimes, we live as though God
does not exist until we think we need him. We make our decisions. We live our lives. We raise our
children. We go to our gyms. We go on our vacations. As long as we don’t hit a bump...

Where do you go for peace? The presence of God is a promise of a peace that can be yours, that can be
possessed, that transcends every storm and every circumstance.

Think About It:
e Can you identify a storm you have gone through that you now realize God’s presence in the midst of?
e Have you ever endured a trial that you thought was pushing you in the wrong direction only later to realize
that you ended up exactly where you need to be?

Worship Moment:
“In the Eye of the Storm” by Ryan Stevenson https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-sx8wTnnfSc

Excerpts from: “Choppy Water” sermon by Leonce Crump at The Village Church
https://www.tvcresources.net/resource-library/sermons/choppy-water
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Day 4
Verse to Remember: “®In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have
had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. "These have come so that the proven genuineness of
your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result
in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.” (1 Peter 1:6-7)

Key Thought: He wants us to trust Him no matter the quality of our lives.

God’s empowerment for transformation often comes through struggle. We may reach a point
in our lives when we hurt so much that we have to change. Our faith is refined by fire so that it
may become as gold.

Nine-year-old Louis was watching his father work with leather in his harness-making shop in
nineteenth-century France. “Someday, Father,” said Louis, “l want to be a harness maker, just
like you.”

“Why not start now?” retorted his father. He took a piece of leather and showed his son how to
work with a hole puncher. Excited, the boy began to work, but soon the hole puncher flew out
of his hand and pierced his eye! He lost sight in that eye immediately. Later the other eye failed,
and Louis was totally blind.

His life came to a standstill until his pain produced a world-changing idea. Louis was sitting in
the family garden, holding a pinecone. As he ran his sensitive fingers over the layers of the
cone, he could picture it clearly in his mind. Suddenly he thought, “Why not create an alphabet
of raised dots to enable sightless people to read?” So Louis Braille opened a new world for the
blind—all because of his pain.

A blind child or adult 200 years ago had no effective way to read and write independently.
Today, thanks to the ingenious invention of Louis Braille, children and adults throughout the
world can read and write as well as their sighted counterparts.

In times of trouble | need to say, “God has brought me here, will keep me in his love, and will
somehow make this trial a blessing.”

Think About It:
e When we rejoice in our trials, how does this benefit us? How does enduring trials well
serve as a witness to our world?
e Many times, what is our reaction to trials and difficulties that come into our life? Can a
proper understanding of how trials shape and mold us, help us have joy and peace
during the trial?

Worship Moment:
“More than Anything” by Natalie Grant https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKECQ86XexM

Excerpt from:
“Transformation through the Struggle” by Dean Deppe for ReFrame Media devotions online at
https://today.reframemedia.com/devotions/transformation-through-struggle-2009-03-09
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Day 5

Verse to Remember: “God has said, “Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you.” (Hebrews
13:5b)

Key Thought: When we trust God, the future always holds hope.

When | played college basketball, | made a conscious decision at the beginning of each season
to walk into that gym and dedicate myself totally to my coach—doing whatever he might ask
me to do.

It would not have benefited my team for me to announce, “Hey, Coach! Here | am. | want to
shoot baskets and dribble the ball, but don’t ask me to run laps, play defense, and get all
sweaty!”

Every successful athlete has to trust the coach enough to do whatever the coach asks them to
do for the good of the team.

In Christ, we are to become God'’s “living sacrifice” (Rom. 12:1). We say to our Savior and Lord:
“I trust You. Whatever You want me to do, | am willing.” Then He “transforms” us by renewing
our minds to focus on the things that please Him.

Trust makes us vulnerable, and no one likes to feel vulnerable. God knows this about us, which
is why He promises to never forsake us. We trust God with the future because He will always
take care of us. We don’t have to worry about if we'll get the job or if we’ll have enough
because God promises to be with us. And He will always be enough.

Knowing that God will never leave us or forsake us, we can trust Him with our lives. Because we
can trust Him completely, we can abandon ourselves to Him, strengthened by the knowledge
that He created us and is helping us to make this effort in Him.

Think About It:
e What area of your life do you find yourself consistently fearful of what might come or what won’t
come?
e Do your feelings about the future change knowing God will not leave you or forsake you? Why or
why not?

Worship Moment:
“Heart Abandoned” by Kristian Stanfill https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFSpc5GA5QY

Excerpt from:

“Abandon it all” by Our Daily Bread online at https://odb.org/2017/01/21/abandon-it-all/ and “I will
Always Take Care of You” by Newspring online at
https://newspring.cc/studies/promises-a-30-day-devotional/i-will-always-take-care-of-you
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